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e" Separate paging is given to tlzis Pari, i11 order that it mag be filed as a separate compilatio11. 

PART V. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA. 
Abstract of the Proceedings of tlte Council of the Govemor General of 

lodia, assembledjo1· tlw purpose of mahing Laws and Regulations u11de1· 
the P7'fwisions of the Act of Parliament 24 ~· 25 Vic., Cap. 67 . 

The Council met at Simla on Friday the 16th July 1869. 

PRESENT: 

His Excellency The VrcERovand GovERNOR GBNERAL of INDIA, K.P., G.C.S.I., presiding. 
His Excellency The Co~mANDER-IN·CHmF, G.C.S.I., K.C.B. 
Major Genera'! The Honourable Sir H. M. DuRAND, C. B., K.C.S.l. 
The Honourable H. SuMNER MAINE. 
The Honourable JoHN STRACHEY. 
The Honourable B. H. ELLIS. 
The Honourable F. R. CocKERELL. 

I I 

BHUTAN DVARS BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. CocKERELL asked leave to postpone his motion that the Report of the 
Select Committee on the Bhutan Dvars Bill be taken into consideration. Leave was granted. 

CONSOLIDATED CUSTOMS ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

The HonoUI·able Mr. STRACHEY asked leave to introduce a Bill to shorten the time for 
l~nding dutiable goods. He said that Section 52 of the Consolidated Customs Act (No. VI. 
of 1863) provided that if the importer, owner, or consignee of any goods (except as therein 
exceoted), or his agent, should not land such goods within fifteen working days after the entry 
of the vessel importing the same, or within such further period as the bill of lading of such 
vessel should specify, the ma&ter or commander of the vessel, or the officers of customs on his 
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application, mi..,.ht then c 
baving been gi;en) s b' any such goods to the Custom H 
might be subject u ~ect to the lien for freight-prim oused, there to be held (due notice 
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sented tl t h' m er ° Commerce had 
, "TJla I IS p.rovisiou caused great inconve~:f!~ecaetedly, during the last few months repre-

le operatwn of this I " . . ' 
tlw greatest inconveni cause, .satd they, "is .fhuud in . . 
as possible cannot get~~}~· becaufse tmportf:'J'S who are anxicft,'~'l~tJce I~ be often attended wit}l 
discharged . Ivery o them in c . o receive thei•· ~ ·· · ·- ... ~. 
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m onse fnr f··· · 
~ u•Oj compulsory delay further entails a very serious addition to the heavy expenses ,.. 

ships coming to the port have to meet, any diminut.ion of which would greatly benefit com
merce." 

Tl1e Government of Bengal took the same view, and supported the representations of 
the Chamber of Comme1·ce. It had also been urged on the Government of India that 
.the matte1· was now of much greate1· urgency, in consequence of the construction of new land· 
ing jetties, which it was expected would be open before long. 

Under ordinary circumstances the Bill would ndt have iJeen proceeded with till the Council 
had re-assembled in Calcutta, and it was ll'J W taken up only in consequence oftl1e strong re
presentations made by the Bengal Govemment. 

Considering the varying circumstances of the ports of British India. it wns thought 
expedient, instead of prescribing the snme period for every port., to empower the several Local 
Governments, with t.he previous sanction of the Governor General in Council, t.o fix the num
ber of days, not exceeding fifteen, within whieh goods might be landed. 

It was right to mention that. although the merchnnts fo1·ming the Chamber of Commerce 
were strongly in favour of the prnposed change in the Jaw, another view was taken by the 
Calcutta Trades Association. The opinion of the latter body would no doubt be carefully 
considered by the Council. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Council adjourned to Friday the 23rd July 1869. 

SIMLA, 

. . .. 
WHITLEY STOKES, 

Sec1·ctary to the Council qf tl1e 

Gove1·not Gene1·al fm· rnahing Laws and Regulations. 

Tlte I 6th Jul.IJ 1869. 
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