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PAR'I., VI· 

BILLS Of THE GOVERNMENT Of- INDIA. 
LEG ISLA.TIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'rhe following Bill was int roduced in the Council 
of the Governor Geuey'11 of I udia £01· the purpose 
of making Laws nncl Regulations on the 11th 
:i\-larch 1898 :-

Act, l S95, the follow:ng section shall be sul osti
tutccl, namely : 

"SA. (1) During any ahsencc of the Ch",.[ 

l'crformoncc of tin tics of J l:d~c Ol' any J ud~e of tlw 
a\osco.- ,Jutl;;c. saul Comt, or durmg tlu• 

No. 2 of 1898. pcriotl for which mor 

A n
'll t ! ' /.' l ' p • Judg-e is ;ti· ;in:! as Chief Judze, the Local Grl\:· 
t .o 1tr .ttC>' amem ltw .. 1'r.sidency Small \ ~ " Cause Com·ts .J.cl, 1882. eflJ!Uiit 'Y appoint auy person, htwing rh,• 

wj~Ions rcqll! red by section 7, to act 11s ChiP-
,.,~HEHEAS it is expedient to further amend the Judge or Judge of the said Court, tiS the ca.-1 

Presidency Small Cause Court;; Act, 1882; it is may be. 
hereby enacted as followf : - (R) Every per .. on so appoint.cd shall be authorir.· 

Shol't title am\ com· 1. ( 1) '!'his Act may eel to perform the <iut:cs of the Chief J ud<•e or a 
menccmcnt. be cn.lled the Presidency J udgc of t he said Court unti l the retmn ° of t he 

Small Cause Courts Act, absent .Gbicf Judge or J ud~e, or of the Judge actin:.:: 
1S98 ; aml as Clnef J ud~e, or until the Local Govemmmit 

(2) It shall come into force at once. sees cause to cancel the appoiutment of such actin" 
2. To section 4 of the said Act the words Chief Judge OI' Judge, as the ca:;e may be." "' 

'a.nil the exprc:;sion 4 In •ect' l 9 I t' (1) f th 'd 
Amendment of section ·1, " Registrar , includes a • - :01 , su >·Sec lOll , o e S:.ll · 

Act XV, 1882. '0 t il . t , h ll b Amcnclmcnt of ae<• tioll O. l1ct a ' so amentled, after 
. cpu Y egls mr s n. e Act xv, 18• 2, "" amcu·bl claus<: (rr) the following-

added. 

3. Fol· section SA 

by Act I, 1895. clauxo shro.ll be added, 
namely:-

X v ol' ISS2. Substitution of new sec· 
tion for sectiou Sa, Act XV, 
1882, ns nuocndo<l by act I, 

I of 1895. 18~5, s. ·1. 

of the Presidency Small 
Cause Courts Act, 1882, 
as.amended by the Presi
dency Small Gause Courts 

" (aa) empower the Hcgistnw to hear and 
dispose of undefended su;ts and interlocutory 
applications qr matters ; ". 

SECTION SA of the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 18S2, which was inserted by the amen<lin~ 
Act I of 1895, docs not admit of the appointment to officiate as Chief Judge of a peroo n who, though other

•' wise qualified to be Chief Judge, is not a.lrea~y a Jl_ulge of the Court. Cl:~u~e 3 of the Bill proposes to make 
..,:Juch an appointment admiss~bl~ hy subst1tutm~ a dlffe:cntly worded proVJSIOl\. , _ 

STATEMEN'f OF OBJECTS AND RI~ASONS. 

• 2. The fourth clause Is mtcnded to muphfy set:tlon 9 of the Act, as amendc<lm 18)0, so as to euahle 
the Hi"'h Court when makin"' rules thereunder, to empower the Reg;strar of the l're.;irlencv Small Cause 
Court to hear a~d dispose of I~n-conteutious causes 1md interlocutory applications or matters: 

3. '!'he opportunity lms bee':' taken ~y clm:;c 2 of the Bill to adt~ a few words to section 4 of the 
Act in order to make the express\On" R eg:strar cover a Deputy llegtstrnr. 

The 9th Mar.clt 1898. 

VI,-10 

(Signed) l\[. D. CHAJ,m:ns. 

J. IIi. MACPHERSON, 

Secretary to the Go>ernment of India. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Repor~ of the Select Committee on the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relatin<> 
to the ~ost Office in India. was presented to the Council of the Governor General of India for the purpo:e 
of makmg Laws aud Regulations on the 11th March 1898 :-

WE, the undersigned, l\1embers of the Select Committee to which the Hill to consolidate and amend 

l!'rom Hi~h Court, .C~Icutta, No. 2802, dated 2nd December 1897 [Paper No. 1]. 
From Cluef .ComuusstOner, Coorg, No.5{, dated 12th Janunry 1898 [Paper No.2], 
From lnlmb~tn~ts of Madrns, dated 21st January 1898 [Paper No, SJ, 
From Ray ~atmdra Nnth Chowtlhury, Zamin<lnr, Dnrnnn"ore Calcutta, tlntetl 24th January 1898 and 

enclosure [Papers No. 4], o ' ' 
From C1tief Commissioner, Central Provinces, No. 489 dated 24th January 1898, am! enclosures 

[Paper• No .. S]. ' 
From Chief Commissioner, Ajmerc·Merwnra, No, 282-C.-690, dntotl 25th January 1898 [Papor No. 6], 
From Go~ernment, .B~rmt\, No. 57l·7P.~I, dated 29th JnnuM·y 1898, nnd enclosures [Papors No, 7]. 
From 91uef Comnuss10ner, Assam, No. ll·L. & L,-338-J., dated Jst February 1898, and enclosure 

[Papers No, S]. 
From Government, North·Westeru Provinces nn<l Oudh, No. 206, dated 9th February 1898 nnd 

enclosures [Papers No. 9]. ' 
From Olliciating Agent to Governor General in Baluchistan, No. 7•18·C., dated loth February 1898, and 

enclosures [Papers No. 10). · 
From Resident, I lydorabad, No. 53, dated Sth February 1898, and enclosures [Papers No. 11]. 
From Government, Punjab No, 305, date<! 22m! February 1898, :~ud enclosures [Papers No. 121. 
From Government, Bengal, No. 755, dated 24th February 1898, o.nd enclosures [Papers No, 13J. 
From Government, Madrns, No. 123, datl'll!Oth February 18~8, and enclosures [Papers No. 1-1]. 

the law relating to 
the Post Office in 
India was referred, 
havo considered the 
Bill and the papers 
noted on the 
margin, a.nd have 
now the honour to 
submit this our 
Report, with the 
Bill as amended by 
us annexed hereto. 

2. Cla1t8e 1 (3).
W e have inserted 
the 1st July 1898 
as the date of the 

commencement of the Act in order to make it correspond with the date of the issue of the half-yea.l"ly 
Postal Guide. 

3. Clatl&e 2 (cl).-'Ve have made a drafting alteratJ.on in the definition of "mail-ship'' to cover 
the ca~e of a ship not ordinarily used to carry the mails,~mt belonging to o. company having a mail 
contract. e 

•J.. Otat~se 3 (a).-We have made an addition herftwe-s' which postal articles cannot 
be delivered to the addressees. ._ _,.,. 

5. Clau.~c 4.-We have added a paragraph to provido that the expression ''letters" includes 
postcards. We think it inadvisable to attempt an exhaustive definition. 

6. Clcmses 7 and 8.- Clau~e S (2) (a) of the Bill us introduced appears to us to be out of place. 
vVe have, therefore, transposed the provision so as to form paragraph (3) of clause 7, and we have 
made some drafting alterations in clause 8. 

7. Clause 10.-We hnve added n pnmciraph saving existing arrangements until altered. 
S. Clause 11 (1).--We have added a proviso similar to the proviso to section 28 of the present 

Act. 
9. Clctzl8C 130.-We have cut out the word "defamatory" as being too wide, and substituted the 

words " scul'l'ilous, threatening''. 
10. Cl(m8e E3.-The provisions of paragraph (2) were intended mainly for fiscal purposes a_nd 

we have theref01·e inserted words of limitation. The third paragraph we have re-cast so as to provl(ltl 
that postal articles'~ent in COI~travention 0~ the wovisions .o~ section 19. may be opened and destroyed, 
and that postal articles sent m contraventiOn of tl!e pro:rlsions of sectiOn 20 may b? destroyed .. In 
both cases we have made it clear that the authority of the Post Master General IS to be reqUJred 
before the action provided for can be taken. 

11. Clause 44.-We have made an alteration so ~s to provide that sums unclaiz,ne~ fo~ a year, 
instead of being actually forfeited, shall no longer be claimable from the Government. Th1s Will leav<: 
the matter to the discretion of the Governinent. 

12. Clause 47.-We have made an addition in order to provide for the case of excess payments 
.. as well as for that of payments to the wrong person. 

'\ ~·Jia . Cla·use 48.-We have added some words to bar after one year suits in respect of wrong pa.y
rnen\s which are not covered by sub-clause (b). 

14. , cz07688 50.-We have confined this provi,si?n to ~ases of voluntary wit?dr~wal from duty, and 
we have provided for punishment with one months lmprlsomn_ent as well o.s w1th line. 

1" Cl 8 52 -We have qualified the word "misappropriates" by prefixing " dishonestly," ~ud 
we ha ~~ tra:S;oesed the expres~ion "for any purpose whatsoever " so as to govern the secreting, destroy!llg 
or throwing away of postal arti_cles. 
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16. ,Clauses 53 and 67.-vl e have m~d~ amendme~ts so as to save also the n.~1tl~ority ~fa ~~-~pc~h: 
Court notwg under, for example, the prov1swns of sectwn 95 of the Code of Cummal Pxoced 
language of the two clauses has at tho smne time been assimilated. · 
. 17. ClatiBe 54.-We have omitted a.~ unnecessary sub-clause (c) of the clause in the original Bill! ?'ntl 
mserte<l the word "knowiugly '' before the words "demands or receives" in the latter part of the prOVJSIOU. 

18. Clauac 57,-'Ve have added a .parn<>raph to exclude in . the . cases here dca.lt with the P!ovisi~JS 
of ~ection 188 of the Code of Criminal Proced~Jre, which require special ce;-tificatos before proeeedmgs .< ... r.l 
he taken in British India for offences committee] by certain British subjects elsewhere. . 

19 .. Clause 713.-We have confined this provision to the particular cases in which the Postal D~partment, 
!'ather than the public, ~ems to us to be primarily concerned, or in which we think that prosecutwns ou!l'ht 
not to be instituted without a guarantee that the expediency of prosecuting has been cousidered by a h1gh 
office1·.of the Department. We have at the same time followecl the languag-e of section 196 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

20. Such other alterations as we have made seem to call for no comment. 
21. The publication ordered by the Council has been made as follows :-

Ga:ette. 
Gnzotte of Jndin. 
Fort Saint George Gazette ... 
Bombay Government Gazette 
Cnlcuttn. Gazette 

In English. 

North-Western Proviuces nncl Ouclh Govcmroent Gazette 
Punjnb Government Gazette 
Burmo. Gnzette ... 
Central Provinces Gazette 
Assam Gnzel.te ... 
Coorg District Gnzetto 
Sind Official Gazette 

P toviucc. 
Beugnl 

' 

, •·· 

l11 the Vcrnctculm·8. 

Date. 
7th November 1897. 

23rcl November 189/. 
(Not •·epurtccl.) · 

2-ltb November 1897. 
,20th November 189i. 
18th November H9'i. 
4th December 189/. 

20th November 189i . 
4th December 18!-7. 
1st December 18~7 . 

(Not report·•d .) 

Date. 
8th F ohrunry 1 1'98. 

15th .F'cbru:\l'y 1&98. 
·hh Fobrunry 1898 . 

29t-h J nnunry 1898. 
lllth :E'eb!'ltary 1898. 

rc·pnblica.tion, and we reconuncud 

(Signed) 
( " ' . ) 
( " ) 

J. 'WESTLHiD. 

I ~:gu this Re1>ort subject to the minute of dissent appended. ( " ) 

&!. D. CnALllERS. 

Joy GovJNo LAw. 
H. E. M. JAllES. 

'J.'kc lOti' March., 1898. 
(Signed) P. ANAND.\ Cl!ARLU. 

As ~o t he power tn.kon under section 26 (I), I recognise the uecessit , for it to . . . · 
the fhst mstance, but I do not see why, after the action shall have been )tak tl meet :m emcr_geuc)' Ill 
not see the light or the actir.n itself should not run the "'~nutlet of a j /~'·1 . 10 ?'l:ouu~ls f?r 1t ·should 
U~tlct· the. section the ~overnmeut themseh•es will, in ~u event be ~~~f~~tlmvc_~tlgntwn ~f necessary. 

;mmrl.facw grounds cx1st; and I can realise no reason wh/anythil;g. 1110~0 thai;' trfc thin ICasonable or 
be ;ecnrcd. To hush up an affah or to fight shy of its public-ation is b· d I' ' u.s s lOu _d be: sought to 
will be a. tu1~giblc warning t~ similar offenders as to what they should :voi~~ 10~~b "'1

111 \0 to g1ve 1t publicity 
the ]mbhc, for whose protcct10u the power is taken is in Jllaciug even tlte G . c l!l.tauce 

1
o£ advantage to 

1 f. 'tJ 1. • -c J tf · · ' ' OVellllllell Ill!( er the , ·"' f aw; or, WI 1 a uOIII£ 11r. e case, 1e pos1hon of the Gove1·nmen• would 1 • b l t 
1 

. Iei.,n o 
a1·e s<rmc of my reasons for this dissent. • JC n. so u ·C Y nnprcgnablc. These 

(Signed) P. ANANDA CHARJ. u. 

J. M. MACPHERSON, ·~- .r.,

Sccretary to the Government of I· . n m. 


