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€25 Separate paging is given to this Part, in order that st may be filed as a sepavate compilation.

PARTIV.
AGTS PASSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT,

The following Act of the Governor General of
India in Council received the assent of His Txeel-
leney the Governor General on the 4th February,
1898, and is hereby promulgated for general
information :—

Act No. III of 1898.

An dct to provide jfor the seqregation angd medical
treatment of° pauper lepers and the control of
lepers following certarn callings.

WaEREAS it is espedient to provide for the
segregation and medical treatment of pauper lepers
and the control of lepers following certain callings ;
It is hereby enacted as follows :—

1. (Z) This Act may be called the Lepers Act,

1898. 5
(@ Tt extends to the
whole of British .Fndxn,
inclusive of Upper Burma, British Baluchistan,
the Santal Parganas and the Pargana of Spiti;
but
(8) It shall not come into force in any part
_~ thereof until the Liocal Government, as hereinafter
“provided, has declared it applicable thereto.. ,
(4) The Liocal Giovernment may, by notlﬁcatloté
in the official Gazette, apply this Act or any par
thereof to the whole or any portion of the territo-
ries for the time being under its admlmstra.txonl;
and may in like manner amend or cancel any suc

notification. o

2 i s there is anything T
2 ﬂ.J.fs b unle;ugnant in thegubject or
Definitions, context,—

Title, extent and com-
mencement,

wv-—4

(Z) “leper’’ means any person suffering fromr

any variety of leprosy in whom the process of

ulceration has commenced ;
(?) “pauper leper ”” means a leper—

(e) who publicly solicits alms or exposes or
exhibits any sores, wounds, bodily ail-
ment or deformity with the object of
exciting charity or of obtaining alms, or

(6) who is at large without any ostensible
means of subsistence ;

(8) “leper asylum” means a leper asylum ap-

pointed under section 3 ; 2

“4) « Boar(%1 ” means a Board constituted under
section b ; an

) « District Magistrate”” includes a Chief
Presidency Magistrate.

3. The Local Government may, by notification
in the official Gazette,
appoint any place to be a
leper asylum for the pur-
poses of this Act and specify the local areas from.
which lepers may be sent to suchasylum, and may,
in like manner, alter or cancel any such notifica-
tion.

4 Subject to any rules which may be made
under section 16, the Local Government may ap-
point any Medical Officer
of the Government or
other qualified Medical
man to be an Inspector of
Lepers and any person to be a Superintendent of
a Leper Asylum, with such establishment as may,
in its opinion, be necessary, and every Inspector ox
Superintendent so appointed shall be deemed to be
public a servant.

Appointment of leperasy-
lums by Local Government.

Appointment of Inspec-
tors of Lepers and Saperin-
tendents of Asylums,
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5. The Local Government shall constitute for
every leper asylum ap-
pointed under section 3 a
Board consisting of not less than three members,
one of whom ab least shall be a Medical Officer of

the Government.

6. (1) Within any local area which has heen
specified under segtion 3
any police-officer may ar-
vest without a warrant any person who appears
to him to be a pauper leper.

(2) Such police-officer shall forthwith take or
send the person so arrested to the nearest convenient
police-station.

7. Every person brought to a police-station
under the last foregoing
section shall, without un-
necessary delay, be taken
before an Inspecto} of Lepers, who,—

() if he finds that such person is not a leper
within the meaning of section 2, shall
give him a certificate in Form A sct forth
in the schedule, whereupon such person
shall be forthwith rcleased from arrest;

(4) if he finds that such person is a leper
within the meaning of section 2, shall give
to the police-officer, in whose custody the
leper is, a certificate in Form B set forth
in the schedule, whereupon the leper shall,
without unnecessary delay, be taken before
a Magistrate having jurisdiction under
this Act. !

8. () If it appears to any Presidency Magis-
trate or Magistrate cf the
first class or to any other
Magistrate authorised in
this behalf by the Local Government, upon the
certificate in Form B set forth in the schedule, that
any personis a leper, and if it further appears to
the Magistrate that the person is a pauper leper, he
may, after recording the evidence on .the above-
mentioned points, and his order thereon, send the
pauper leper in charge of a police-officer, together
with an order in Form O set forth in the schedule,
to a leper asylum, where such leper shall be detain-
ed until discharged by order of the Board or the
District Magistrate:

Provided that, if the person denies the allegation
of leprosy, the Magistrate shall call aud examine
the Inspector of Lepers, and shall take such further
evidence as may be necessary to support or to rebut
the allegation that the person is a leper, and may
for this purpose ‘adjourn the enquiry from time to
time, remanding the person for observation or for
other reason to such place as may be convenient, or
admitting him to bail : 2

Provided also that if any friend or relative

- of any person found to be a pauper lcper shall
undertake in writing to the satisfaction of the
Magistrate that such pauper leper shall be properly
taken care of and shall be preyented from publicly
begoing in any area specified under section 3, the
Magistrate, instead of sending the leper to an
asylum, may make the leper over to the care of
such friend or relative, requiring him, if he thinks
fit, to enter into a bond with one or more sureties,
to which the provisions of section 514 of the Code

' of Criminal Procedure shall be applicable.

Constitation of Board.

Arrest of pauper lepers.

Person arrested how to be
dcalt with.

Procedure with regard to
pauper lepers.

(2) If the Magistrate finds that such person
is not:a leper, or that, if a leper, he is not a pauper
lepor, he shall forthwith discharge him.

9. (1) The Local Government may, by notifica-
tion in the official Gazettes.r..

Power to prohibit lepers
order that no leper shall,

from following - certain o
trades and domg certain  yithin any avea spemhed
acts, ;-

under section 3,—

() personally prepare for ale or sell any article
of food or drink or any drugs or clothing
intended for human use ; or :

(1) bathe, wash clothes or take water from any
public well or tank debarred by any muni-
cipal or local bye-law from use by lepers;
or

(¢) drive, conduct or ride in any public carriage
plying for hire other than a railway car-
riage ; or

() exercise any trade or calling which may by
such notification be prohibited to lepers.

(2) Any such notification may comprise all or

any of the above prohibitions,

(3) Whoever disobeys any order made pursuant
to the powers conferred by this section shall be
punishabie with fine which may extend to twenty
rupees :

Provided that, when any person is aceused of an
offence under this section, the Magistrate before
whom he is accused shall cause him to be examined
by an Inspector of Lepers, and shall not proceed
with the case unless such Inspector furnishes a
certificate, in Korm B set forth in the schedule, in
respect of such person.

10. (1) Whenever any leper whe has been con-

Conviction  after victed of —an offence
vious convictiou, punishable under the last
foregoing section, is again convicted of any offence
pumishable under that section, the Magistrate may,
i addition to, or in licu of, ‘any ‘punishment to
which such leper may be liable, require him to
enter into a bond, with one or more surcties,
binding him to depart forthwith from the local
area specified under section 8 in which he is, and
not to enter that or any other local avea so
specified until an TInspector of Lepers shall have
given him & certificate in Form A set forth in the
schedule.

pre-

.(2) If any such leper fails to furnish any
secwrity required wnder .sub-section (1), the
Magistrate may send him in charge of a police-
officer, with an order in Form D sctforth in the
schedule, to a leper asylum, where such leper shall
be detained until dischareed by order of the Board
or the District Magistrate.

(%) The powers conferred Ly this seetion shall
only be exercised by a Presidency iMacistrate opd’
Magistrate of the first class. : aa.xstmte 0%'}\'

11. Any person who, within' any area specified

Penalty on person em- under section 8, knowing-
ploying lepers in protiibited 1y employs a leper in a
trade tr: i e

| srade or calling prohibited
by order under section 9 shall be punishable with
fine which may extend to fifty rupees:

Provided that the alleged leper shall b -
duced before the Magistr:x;te :mld the Mag?stg;:e
shall cause him to be examined by an Inspector of
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X 12. Whoever, having been sent to a leper
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Lepers, and shall not proceed with the case unless

-such Inspector furnishes a certificate in Form B

leper.

asylum under an order of |
a Magistrate in Torm C |
or Form D set forth in
the schedule, escapes from, or leaves, the asylum
without the permission in writing of the Super-
intendent thereof, may be arrested by any police- |
officer without a warrant, and upon arrest shall be
forthwith taken back to the leper asylum. '

|
13. qu or more members of the Board, one ;
|
{
|

Re-arrest  of

lepers,

set forth in the schedule in respect of such alleged !
{

I

escaped |
|

of whom shall he the
Medical Officer, shall, once
at least in every three months, together inspeet
the leper asylum for which they are constituted,
and see and examine (@) every leper therein admit-
ted since the last inspection, together with the
order for his admission, aud (4), as far as circum-
stances will permit, every other leper therein, and |
shall enter in a book to bekept; for the purpose any |
remarks which they may deem proper in regard to
the management and condition of the asylum and
the lepers therein.

14. Any two memlers of the Board, one of
whom shall be the Medical !
Officer, may at any time,
by an order in writing in
Torm T set forth in the schedule and signed by
them, divect the discharge from the leper asylum
of any leper detained therein under the provisions
of this Act. !

15. Any person, other than a pauper leper
in_respect of whom an
Inspector of Lepers has
issued a certificate. in Form B set forth in the
schedule, declaring him to be a leper, or has
refused to issuc a certificate in Form A set forth
in the schedule, may appeal against the issue or
refusal of any such certificate to such cfficer as may
be appointed by the Local Government in this be-
half, and the decision of such officer shall be final.

16. The Liocal Government may, by notifica-

Power of the Local Goy- tionin the oflicial Gazette,

ernment to make rules. make rules gencrally for

carrying out the purposes of this Act, and in parti- |
cular—

() forthe guidance of all or any of the officers

discharging any duty under this Act ; and

(V) for the management of, and the main-

tenance of discipline in, a leper asylum.

17. Notwithstanding anything in any enact- |

ment with respect to the |

purposes to which the [

funds or other property |

of a local authority may i

!

|

I

!

!

Inspection by Board.

Order of discharge by
Board.

Appeals.

Power to local authorities
o expend funds and appro-
priate property to asylums.

-be applied, any local authority may— ;

(a) cstablish or maintain, or establish and
maintain, or contribute towards the cost
of the establishment or maintenance or |
the establishment and mgintenance of, a
leper asylum either within or without the |
local limits of such local authority ;

(%) with the previous sanction of the Local
Government and subject to such condi-
tions as that Government may prescrlbc,

| day of
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appropriate any immoveable property
vested in, or under the control of, such
body, as a site for, or for use as, a leper
asylum, s

18.

Protection to persons
acting bond fide under Act,

No suit, prosecution or other legal pro-
ceeding shall' lie" against
any officer or person in
; good faith done or intend-
ed to be done under, or in pursuance of, the provi-
sions of this Act.

19. When any part of this Act has been ap-
plied under sub-section
(4) of section 1 to the
whole or any portion of
the territories adminis-
tered by the Lieutenant-

Power to Licutenant Gov-
crnor of Bengal to notify
cessation  of Bengal Act
V of 1895 in certain areas

| Governor of Bengal, the Licutenant-Governor may,
| by notification in” the official Gazette, direct that

the whole or any part of the Lepers Act, 1895,

i shall, except as regards anything done or any offence

committed or any fine or penalty incurred or any
proceedings commenced, cease to have effect in the
portion of the said territories to which this Act
has been so applied.

SCHEDULE.
A.—CERTIFICATE.
(Scction 7.)

I, tae undersigned (kere enfer name and
official designalion), hereby certify that I on
the day of at

personally examined (Zere
enler name of person cxamined) and that the
said is not a leper as defined by the
Lepers Act, 1898S.

Given under my hand this day of

180
(Siguature.)
Inspecetor of Lepers.

B.——CERTIFICATE.
(Section 7.)

I, wue undersigned (kere enfer name and
ofiicial  designation), hereby certify that I on
the day of

; pereonally examined (Zere

enler wame of leper) and that the said
is a leper as defined by the
Lepers Act, 1898, and that I have formed this

| opinion on the following grounds, namely,—

(Here state the grounds.)

Given under my hand this
189 .

(Signature.)
\ Tuspector of Lepers.

Beng. Ack V
5.
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C.—WAREANT oF DETENTION.
: (Section 8.
To .
THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
LEPER ASYLUM AT
‘WHEREAS it has been made to appear, "to me that

(name and description) is a pauper leper as deﬁned s

in the Lepers Act, 1898 :

This is to authorise you, the said Supexin Lcudent
to receive the said
into your custody together with
this order and " safely to keep in the said asylum
until 2¢ shall be discharged Ly order of the Board
or the District Magistrate.

Given under my hand and the scal of the Cowrt

this day of 189
(Signature.)
Seal.
Magistrale.
D.—WARRANT oF DETENTION.
(Section 10.)
To

THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
LEPER ASYLUM AT

‘WHEREAS (name and description) has this day
been convicted by me of an offence punishable
under section 9 of the Lepers Act, 1898, and
whereas it has been proved before me that the said
(name and description) was previously convicted of
an offence punishable under the same section :

This is to authorise you, the said Superintendent,
o receive the said
into your custody together with this

order and M safely to keep in the said asylum
until | “° sba]l be discharged by order of the Board
or the Dlstrlct Magistrate.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Courf.

this day of 189 LT
(Signature.)
Magestrate..

E.—Orper oF DiscmarcGe py Boarn®

(Section 14.)

To

Tue SUPERINTENDENT OF TIE
LEper AsyLudr ar

WHEREAS (nrame and  descriplion) was com-
mitted to your custody under an order dated
the day of

189  and there have appeared

to us sufficient grounds for the opinion that Jc
can be released without hazard or inconvenience to
the community :

This is to authorise and require you forthwith to
discharge the said (n«nie) from your custody.

Given under our hands this

day of 189

(Signalvies.)
Meinbers o/ the /lsﬂzlm Board.

A corrc:pondm" form may be used bv tho District
Magistrate for orders of discharge issued under scction 10 2).

J. M. MACPHERSON,
Sceretary to the Government of Tndia,

BOMDAY:

TRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS,



