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PART IV. 

A C T S P A S S E D B V T H E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N 0 I A. 
LEGISLATIVE DEP ARTrii:ENT. 

The following Act of the Governor General of 
India iu Council received the assent of His Excel
lency the Governor General on the -1-th Febru:ny, 
1898, and is he1·eby promulgated for general 
information :-

Act :N'o. III of 1898. 

Lln Act to provitlc jo1· the acgregatio11 (11ttl 1JWtlicrd 
t1·eat111ent of 71a·u.pcr lepers mul the co1ttrol of 
lepers jollo1ving certa·in calliii!J8. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the 
segrc"'ation auc1 medical treatment of pauper lepers 
and the control of lepers following certain callings; 
It is he1·eby enacted as follows:-

1. (1) This .Act may be called the Lepers Act, 
1898. 

Title, extent and com- (!11) It ext~~ds to ~e 
mcncomont. whole of British Indtr., 
inclusive of Upper Burma, BriLi5h Baluch~s~a~, 
the Santal Parganas and the P:~rgana of Sp1b; 
but 

(B) It shall not come into force in anr part 
thereof until the Local Government, as herC!naftc1· 

'\ :provided, has declal·ed it applicable thereto.. . 
(,4.) Tlie_Local ~overnment ~a~· . by notificatiOn 

in the offiCial Gazette, apply tlus Act or any P.art 
thereof to the whole or any portion of ~~ teiT!to
ries for the time being under its adm1mstration, 
and may in like manner amend or cancel any such 
no~ification. 

2. In this Act, 

Dclini:lo"s. 

lv--4 

unless there is anything re
pugnant in the subject or 
context,-

(1) " leper" means any person sufl'criu<>' from 
any variety of leprosy in whom the p1·o~ss of 
ulceration has commenced; 

(::?) «pauper leper" means a leper-
{ a) who publicly solicits alms or exposes or 

exhibits any sores, wounds, bodily ail
ment or deformity with the object of 
exciting charity or of obtaining alms, or 

(b) who is at large without any ostensible· 
means of subsistence ; 

(3) "leper asylum" means a ·leper asylum ap-· 
pointed under section 3 ; . 

(,4.) " Board" means a Board constituted under 
section 5 ; and 

(5) "District :Maooistrate" include3 a Chief 
Presidency Magistrnt~ 

3. The Local Government may, by notification 
. in the ofiicial Gazette . 

,\ppomtmcnt of loprrnsy- • t I t b ' 
lUlu• by f..o<.':ll Govcrmncnt. o.ppom any P ace o e a 

leper asylum for tho pur
poses of this Act and specify' tho loc:tl areas from 
~vhi.ch lepers may bo sent to such asylum, and ma.y, 
m hke manner, alter or <:ancel any such notifica
tion. 

4 Subject to any rules which may bo made 
under section 16, tho Local Government may ap

point any :Medit-al Officer 
ApJlOintmcnt of ln•Jll·c· of tl 0 G t 

tors of Lepera :md SntK·riu· 1 overnmen or 
tcndcnts of Asylums. other qualified Medical 

man to be an Inspector of 
Lepers and any pe1·son to be a Superintendellt of 
a Leper Allylum, with such establishment as may, 
in its opinion, be necessary, and evcrylnspeotor or 
Superintendent so appointed shall be deonied to be 
public a servant. 
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5. The . ~ocal Gover~mc~t :;la;l-~o~s~tu~-~:-~· ~ --~2~ 1£-~t~:~~fag=~~~c-~~~~-· -~;::.~::;::on 
ever Je er as •lum n.p- is not a leper, or that, 1f a leper, he 1s not .~ pauper 

Co::>stitutinn or lloarcl, poinfcd !ndcr ;ection 3 a I leper, he sh~ll forthwith discharge him. . 
Board consistina of not less thn.n three mt>mbers, 9. (1) The Local Government may, ~y not1fica-J 
one of whom at'''!east sha.ll be a :Medical Officer of Power tn prohil>it icpct·s tion in the offiCial Gazette~t-· 
the Government. from following certain order that no leper S~J~ll, 

tmdes au<i <loing certa in within any area speCJhed 
6. (1) Within any local area which I1:1S been 

specified under se~tion 3 
Arrest o! puupc• !•pcrs. any police-officer may ar-

rest without a warrant any person who appears 
to him to be a pauper leper. 

(!2) Such police-officer shall forthwith tak~ or 
send the person so arrested to the nearest convement 
police-station. 

7. Every person brought to a police-stn~on 
. under the last foregomg 
Pe'""~" nrrcsl••l how to ho section shall without un-

clco.lt W>th. d ' b 1 necessary ehy, e ta wn 
before an Inspccto~ of Lepers, who,-

(a) if he finds that such pereon is not a leper 
within the meanir.g of section 2, shall 
give him a certificate in Form A set forth 
in the schedule, whereupon such person 
shall be forthwith 1·eleased from an-est; 

(h) if he finds that such person is a leper 
within the meaning of section 2, shall give 
to the llolice-officcr, in whose custody the 
leper is, a certificate in Form B set forlh 
in the scheuule, whereupon the leper shall, 
without unnecessary delay, be taken before 
a. Magistrate having jurisdiction under 
this Act. 

8. (1) If it a.ppears to any Presiuency Magis-
.. trate or :M:agistmte C'£ the 

Procedure mth •·•·ganl to first class or to any other 
pauper lcpc1·"· • •. • 

nla~opstratc autbonscd Ill 

t his behalf by the Local Government, upon the 
certificate in l<'crm B set forth in the schcclulc, that 
nny poroou is a leper, and if i~ further appears to 
the Magistrnte thnt the Jlerson 1s a pauper leper, he 
may, after recording the evidence ou . the above
mentioned point.s, and his order thereon, send the 
pauper leper in charge of a Jlolice-officcr, together 
with nn order in Form 0 set forth in the schedule, 
to a leper asylum, where ~uch leper shall be detain
ed until disclmrgecl by order of the Board or the 
District Magistrate : 

Provided that, if the person denies the allegation 
of leprosy, the Magistrate shall call and examine 
the Inspector of Lepers, aucl shall take such further 
evideuee as may be neces~aty to support or to rebut 
the allegation that the person is n leper, and may 
for this purpose 'atljom·n the enquii:y from t imo to 
time, remandin~ the person for obsermtiou or for 
o1:her J'cnson to such place as may be convenient, or 
admittmg him to bail: 

Pl'OYided also that if any friend or relative 
of any 'JlCr60n found to he a pauper leper shall 
undertake in writing to the l!atisfaction of the 
Magistrate th~~>t such pauper leper shall be p1·ope1·ly 
taken care of and shall be prevented from publicly 
begging in any area. specified under section 3, the 
:Magistrate, instead of sending the leper to an 
86ylum, may make the leper over to the care of 
such friend or relative, requiring him, if he thinks 
fit, to enter into a bond with one or mo1·e sureties, 
to which the provisions of section 514 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure shall be applicable. 

acts. under section 3,- t 

{a.) personally prepare for m.le or sell any art~cle 
of food or dtink or any drugs or clothmg 
intended for human use; or 

(!;) hathe wash clothes or take water from ~~>ny 
public well ot· t ank deb:u·recl by any muni
cipal or local bye-law from me by lepers ; 
or 

(t·) drive, conduct or ride in any public can iagc 
plying for hire other than a railway car
riage ; or 

(d) exercise any trade or calling which may by 
such no tification be prol1ibitccl to lepers. 

(2) Any such notification may comprise all or 
any of the above prohibitions. 

(3) Whoever disobey.s any ord er made pursuant 
to the powers conferreu by this section shall be 
1mnishahie with fine which may extend to twenty 
rupees: 

Pro\'idcll that, when :my ]lCI'son is ~ccused of au 
offence under t his scct.ion, tue ~1agistrate befo re 
,~·hom he is accused shall cause him to be examine<i 
by an Inspector of Lepers, anu shall not proceell 
with the case unless such Inspectot· fumishcs a 
ccrt.ilicate, in Form H set forth in the schedule, in 
respect of such person. 

10. (1) Whene,•er nny leper wh o has been con
Com·iction oftcr l"'c- \'ictcd of . au ofience 

,·ions couYicLiou. punishable nuder the last 
foregoing section, is agn.in convicted o'.' any offence 
punishable untler that section, t.he 11bgistmtc may, 
in addition to, or in lieu of, · any ·ptmishment to 
which such leper may be li11hle, require him to 
enter into a bond, with one or more sureties, 
binding him to depart forthwith from t bc local 
area bpecified under section 3 iu which he is, and 
not to enter that or any other local m·ea so 
specifiecl until an Inspector of Lepers sh:dl have 
given him :~ cer tifica•te in F orm A set forth in the 
sebcdule. 

. P). If auy . sncl.1 leper fa ils t? furn ish any 
secm:1ty rcqmred uml.cr :sub-secuon (1), the 
.Magistrate may send hm1 Ill charge of a nolicc
officer, with nu order iu l<'or111 D sct:fort ij in the 
schcdul.e, to a l~pe1: asylum! wherP. sncl• leper shstll 
be detau~ed ~nt1l d•~chargcu by order oE t.hc Board 
or tho D1stnct .Ma:,rJst rnte. 

(.1) The powers conferred Ly this section shall 
only be excrei~ed by a Presicl~ncy :ilia<•istrate orl 
Magistrate of the :!hst class. "' "' 

11. Any person who, within' any area specified 
Penalty on person ern- under section ::!, knowing

ployin;;lcpors in prohibited ly employs a leper in any 
trndc Ll·nde ll' I 'b' • or ca mg pro u 1ted 
by order under section 9 shall be punishable with 
fino which may extend to fifty rupees: 

· Provided that tho alleged leper shall be pro
duced before the ll'lagistrate and the 111J:agistrate 
shall cause him to be ~mined by au Insrector of 
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Lepers, and sl;all not. proceed with the case unless 
· sue~ Inspector furnishes a certificate in Form B 
set forth m the schednle.iu respect of such alleged 
leper. 

)~~ 12. "Whoever, Imving been sent to a leper 
Re-M-rest of cscnpctl asylum unde1· au order of 

lepers. a. nlngistratc iu ]~orm c 
or Form D set forth in 

th.c schedule, escn:pc~ fr?m, o~· leaves, the asylum 
:v1thout the }Jerll!ISSiou m wnting of the Super
l.ntenden~ thereof, ma,y be nl'l'csted by any police
?.fficer ~v1thout a. warr;ut, and upon an·cst shall be 
rorthw1th taken back •O the leper asylum. 

13. Two or more members of the Board, one 
Iu.pcction b,· Board of whom shall be the 

· • :Medical Officer. shall once 
~t least in every three months, together iu~pect 
the leper asylum for w4ich they arc constituted, 
and see and examine (a) every leper tlm·ein admit
ted since the last inspection, together with the 
order for his adm:ssion, aud (u), as far as circum
stances will permit, every other leper therein and 
shall enter i!l a book to be kept for thcym·po;e any 
remarks winch they ma.y deem proper m re"'ard to 
the management aml condition of the asyh~m and 
the lepers therein. 

14. Any two members of the Board, one of 
whom shall be the Medical 

Orcl l'r of clischat·gc by OfHcer, nut.y a.t an v tinle, 
Board. J 

by n.n order in wl'iting in 
·Form E set forth in the schedule and sio·ned by 
them, <lircct the disch:trge from the lcpct~ asylum 

. of any leper dctaincll therein un<ler the provisions 
of this Act. · 

15. Any }Jerson, other tlw.a a pauper lcpct· 
in _respect of whom an 
Inspector of Lepers has 

Appcnls. 

issued n. certificate. in Form 13 set forth in the 
: schedule, dcclnring him to be a leper, or has 

refused to issue a certificate in Form A set forth 
in the schedule, may appeal against t-he issue or 
refusal of any such certificate to such olncer as may 
be a.ppointed by the Local Goverument in this be
hn,ll', aml the decision of Hlch onicer shall be final. 

16. The Loca.l Go\•crnmcnt may, by notifica
l'ower of tho T.ocnl Gov- tion in. the oflicial Gazette, 

cnuncnt to m .. kc rules. make rules generally for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act, aad in parti

.cubr-
{a ) £or the g nidancc of all or any of the officers 

dischat:giug· auy duty under this Act; and 
(I,) for the management of, and the main

tenance of discipline in, a leper asyl:un. 
17. Xotwithstanding anything in uuy enact

ment with respect to the 
purposes to which the 
funds or other property 
of a local authorit.y may 

l'mnr to Jocnl authorities 
to cxpcml funds an<l app:o· 

r'i prinlc pr~pcrty to ""yluU>s. 

- .be applied, any local authorit-y mny- . 
(a) establish or m~intai:I, Or establish anu 

maintain, or contribute towards tho cost 
of the estc.blishmcnt or maintcuauco or 
the establishment an<l maintenance of, a 
leper asylum either within or wi~hout the , 
local limits of such local authonLy; I 

(u) with tho previous ~auction of the Loc~l !' 
Government and subject to su~h .:o~dt
tions as that Go,·emmcnt mny presct•tbe, 

appropriate any immoveable ptoperty 
vested in, or under the control of, such 
body, as a site i'or, or for usc ns, a leper 
asylum. 

18. No suit, prosecution or other legal pro
ceeding shall lie against 

Protection to pcrnons ffi · 
acting boml )ide umler Act. anY 0 10er or person 1D 

. good faith done or intend-
ed to be done nuder, or in pursuance of, the provi
.~ions of this Act. 

19. When any part of this Act has been ap

Power to JJicmtcnant Go\·· 
crnm· of Bcngnl to notify 
c•cs~ntion of Rr.ngal .A(:t 
V of JS9.'j in certain areas 

l'lied under suli-sectiou 
(4) of section 1 to the 
whole or any portion of 
the terri torics adminis
tered by the Lieutenant

Governot· of Beng·al, the Lieutenant-Governor may, 
by notification in the official Gazette, direct that 
the whole or any part of the Lepers Act, 1895, 
shall, except ns regards anything done or any offence 
committed or :~.ny fine or penalty incurred or any 
proceedings commenced, cease to h:uc effect in the 
portion of tho said territories to which this Act 
has been so :~pplied. 

SCI-IEDUI,E. 

.:\..-CEitTIFICA'£E. 

(Section I'.) 

I, "IHE unde1·signed (luw•J en/.er 
o/liciat tlesi!Jilnlion), hel'eby certify 

~!ttniC Q. n{l 
that I on 

at 
personally examined (Item 

of jJP.I'-'M '''t'a11li1tr.rl) and thap the 
is cot n leper as defined by the 

the day of 

enter name 
said 
Lepers Act, 1898. 

Givcri under my hnnd this 
189 

Jay of 

( Si gnal1tl'tJ.) 

l 11-'pcclor of LeJI''''s. 

fl.~C!Ul.TIFICATE. 

( Sr,ct ion 7.) 

I, ~:uE undersigucJ (It er£• en/.~,· name atul 
~{iiciat de-1i!Jualiou.), hereby certify that I on 
tbe day of at 

· perEonally examined (here 
e11ler utwze of leper) acd that the said 

is a leper as defined by the 
Lepers Act, 1898, a.nd that I h:wc fot·med this 
opinion on the following grounds, namely,-

(llere &late Me YI'Omult.) 

Gi,·en undet· my lmnd this 
day of 189 

(Sirp•ature.) 

J,zsptclfl1" of Leptfl. 

Ben(!'. Ad 
of 1895. 
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C.-w AltJ!.Al,'T OP DETENTION. 

(Scct-ion.8.) 
To 

THl!l SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 

LEPER AsYLUM .\T 

WHEREA-S it has been made to n.ppe:u·:to m~ that 
~name and tlescriptio1~) is a pauper leper as defi!Je<l . 
In the Lepers Act, 1898 : · · 

This is to authorise you, the sn.id Superintendent, 
to receive the said 

. into yow· cus~ody together with 
this order and';:~·; safely to keep m the said asylum 
until .~~ sha.ll be discharged l•y orcle1· of the Boarcl 
or the District l\fagistrntc. 

Given under my hancl and the seal of the Conrt 
this clay of 189 

G (Signal nrc.) 

,1[n.gi.~tratc •. 

To 

D.-W.illRAXT OF DETE!i'T.IO~. 

(Section 10.) 

THE SUPERIN'l'fu'!DENT Ol' THE 

LEPER AsYLUM AT 

WHEREAS (name antl (lcsc1'ipt·iou) has this day 
been convicted by me of au offence punishable 
under section 9 of the Lepers Act, 1898, and 
whereas it has been proved before me that the said 
(tza111c a1Jel description) was previously convicted of 
an offence punishable under the same section : 

This is. to authorise you, the so.id Superintendent, 
to receive the said · 

into you1· cust<ldy together with this 

order and him safely to keep in the said asylum 
' her 
until ."• shall be discharn-ed by order of the Boar(l 

~:bo o 
or the ' District 1lfagistrate. 

Given under my baud and the seal of the Court,., ., 
this . day of 189 :1Y 

G. S>aL 

·\ 

(Signature.) 

JJ!agistmte. 

To 

E.-OnnEr.. OF DiscHARGE nY Bo.um5~ 

(Section 1.1-) 

TuE SuPERINTEXDEXT O}' T ilE 

LEPER AsYLUll A'l' 

WHEREAS (name amZ clescriplion) was com
mitted to yom custody under o.u order dated: 
the day of 

189 and there haYe appeared 
to us sufficient grounds for the opinion that ~ 
can be releasetl without hazard or incom·enience to 
tho community' : 

'rhis is to authol'ise and require you forthwith . to 
discho.rge the sai(l (1i.moc) from yom· custody. 

Given under our bauds this 
day of 18!) 

(Signal nre$.) 

Jllc •• t~crs of the Asylmn Bom·d. 

• A corresponding fo1·m mn.y bo usc<l by tho District 
:Mngistmtc for ortlcrs of discharge i•snc<l under section I(l (2). 

J. ]1'1. ·?.f.A.CPHERSON, 
Sccretai'Y to the Government of India, 

1'• 
./I 

liOSIIU\': l'llll!TED AT Til& <lQ\'&RlOI£1!1' n:~!R.U l'I:J,;.~~. 


