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P ·ART VT·-

BILLS OF- TH·E C,O.VE_R:N·MENT OF INDIA. 
LEG ISLA'l'lV:E DEPARTMENT. 

Tho following Bill wns introduced in tho 
0ouqcil of tho Governor Genom! of India for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations 
on tho 21st October 1898 :-

~0. 12 of 1898. 

.A Bill to furtl1er wncnd the [ndicm.EvideJZce 
.&ct, 1872, 

\V HIIREAS it, is cxp.ediont to fm,thor aml!ud 
the Indian Evidence Act, 1~72 ; _ I .t is hereby 
enacted as follows: 

Shor~ title aud com· 
DICnccmCnt •. 

1. (l) ;'rhis Act may be 
called the Indian Evidcnc.c 
Act, 1898; nnd 

(2) It shall. come into force at ouce1 

2. To section 37 of the Indian Evillcncc Act, . 
Addi~ion to section 1872, the following shall be 

37, Act_l, 1872. · added, namol,y: 

"'!'his section nppli~~ nlso to any Act of ~he 
Lieutenant-Governors in Council of the Norlh­
W estern Provincqs and: Oudh, the Punjab and 
Burma."· 

3. In scdion •Hi or the ~aid Act, as amcucli•d by 
section •L of Lheludiun Evid-

Amcndmcnt of ouc- .A. t • I A 
tiuro •J5, A~t 1, 1872• once P · ..a.mcu• meut ct, XVIII 

aftet· tbe word " band- 187~. 
wdting," in oncb. of the two pln~!es in which it­
occurs, the wm:.d~ "or. fiugut:- impt·es~ion~ ?' shull. 
bo insel'l.od. 

4. Iu sect-ion 86 . of t.loc said A.ct, as amencleil 

A 
by section !J of the Indian 

onondmcnt of •cc- ]~ 'd ' t (18~9) 
Li<lll, 1:, Act I, 1872, .,VI Oil CO hC I~ 

Aruoudmcnt Act, .18Dl, for lll ·of 1 
tha secoud pn.mg•·npb the fullowing shall be . 
substituted, namely : 

"Au ollicer who . wi th re~pect f.o . any terri-
Lory OJ' place uot funning part of Her ~[;~j\)lltis 
dominions is a, l'olitical A:,!en~ there for, us 
dofine•l in section a, clause ('LO), of 1bo General 
Clauses Act, 1807, shall, fur Lhe pn1·poses of. this X .. r 1~9' 
sect.ion, be damned to. Lc a. rt'prcseutative of. tho 
Government of India in aud for tho countr,y. co~t-
prising that tcn·i~ory ot· place." 

5. lq snction 8. of the Indian . Evidence Act 
(18i2) Amenduu:lllt Act, III of,1 

rurtbl rcpr-at or sec: 1 so1 h I d • 
tiou 8, Act 111, LSUl; L" , t o won >Jan f1gures 

from " :md t.o the same " 
to the cud of the soc~ion arc hcrchy ropenled. 

STATEJ\fEN'r OF OEJEC'rS AND REASONS; 

iT has been held by the Calcutt.'\ High Court in the ca~c-apparcutly unreported-of 'l'llc Q1uen­
E111pru.s v. Fakir .lllaho1Jmt She/.;, Ershcul .Ali Shck :mel S£ta. Nath Dass, which was decided on the 16th. 
July 1896, that the opinion of,an expert :~s to the identity of fiuger-imprcssions is not admissible under 
section 45 of the J udian Evidence Act, 18i2 (I of 1872). 'I' he system of identification by means of such 
i,mprcssions is gaining-ground aml ha,; IJCCil introduced with C<JUSillcrnblc suc<:e~~. csrcci:llly ill the J.ow.c.r_ 
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P~vinces of ~en~a~ •. It seems d9sira,ble that expert-evidence in connection with it should be ad~itted, ami 
W1th that obJect 1t 1s 1s p1'0}loscd, by clause 3 of this Dill, expressly to amend the law on the subJect. 

. 2. The opportunity has been taken to suggest the amcndm~nt of two other sections of t.he l1!diau 
EVIdence Act, 1872. When the Act wa.s passed, the Legislative Councils of the North-Western Provwces 
~~ond Oudh, of the Punjab and of Burffill, hnd not been CQIJ.stituted, and section 37, therefore, fa.ils to render 
releyu.nt s~~meiJ.ts a.s to facts of ~ public nature mnde in the recit;tls contained in the Acts of those 
legtslatnrcs. Clause 2 of the Dill wjll remove w)lat is now an obvious lacuna in the Aot. rf 

3. The remaj.ning amendment proposed by clauses 4 11nd 5 of the Dill is of a purely formal character. 
Tqere is no section in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), llQrresponding with section 
:J-90 of the Cod!! of 1882, thll definition of " Political Agent'' having been omitted from the 11ew Act, 
because it has now been defined once for all by section 3, clause (40), of tit!) General Clauses Act, 1897 
(X of 1897). · · · · · ' 

nc 8th Qctober 1898. (Signed) M. D. CnAL~!EI!s. 

J. l\L MACPHERSON, 
Secretary oo the Govcrnm911t of lndi;~. , 
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