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THURSDAY, .G-rH JANUARY 1870. 

~ Scpamtc paging is given to this Pm·l, in order tltat it 1/U~IJ be filed as a separate COIIIJiilalion. 

- ---- - --------· - ----- - · 

PART V. 

-·~· ·- · ··-P-ROCEEDU4GS OF THE COUtmU.. OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAl OF INDIA'. . . 

Abstmct of the P?·oc£;edings of tlie Cou.nc'il of tlte Govemrw Gene1·,d of 

j
4. India, assembled for _tlw pwpose of mahing Laws. aud Regulatious undr-r 

the P.r01:isions (l the Act- of Patr.liament2.4 ~: 2!5 Vic., Cap. G7. 

T.1e Council met at Government House on Fi·iday, the 1.7th Decemhet· 1869, 

~ 
PRESENT: 

I is gxcelhmcy THE VIcEnoyano GovERNOR GENERAL of.J.NDIA', K .. P., G.C.S.I., pnesiding. 
is Excellency The Coi\Jl\IANDER-IN-CHIEF, K.C.B., G.C.S.I. . 

T~•1e Honourable G. NoBLE TAYLOR. 
Mlajor General the Honourable Si1· H. M .. DuRAND, C. B., K.C.S.I.. 
Th\e Honomable JoHN STRAC:HJ::Y .. 
Tlw, Honourable Sir RicHARD Tr.liiPLF., K.C.S.I. 
'l'l"11, -Honourable J. FITZJAlllES STEPHEN. 
The Honourable F. R. Cof:KERELL. 
Tlie Honourable GoRDON S. FonnEs. 
·The Honourable D. CowiE. 
CqioneJ. the Honourable R. STRACHEY, C.S.l. 
1l'lie Honourable FRANCIS STUART UHAPMAN. 

The Honourable J. R. BuLLEN SliiiTH. 
His Hi~hness Saramade Rajahae Hindustan· Raj Rajendra Sri Maharaja Dhiraj Sivai 

Ram Singh Bahadur, of Jaypur, G.C.S.l. 

SUBORDINATE JUDGES AND MUNSIFS' BII:.L .. 

The Henourable Mr. CocKERELL, in moving for leave to introduce a Bill to 
the appointmen~ of additional Subordinate Judges and Muosifs in the PrE!SideJiq 
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William, said that the present constitution of the oflices of Subordinate J utlge and M unsif' 
within the territories under the u·ovemment of the Lieutenant Gove~·nors of Bengal anti the 
North-Wesce:.-n Pl'Ovinces was d~rived from Act XVI. of 1868. 13y the fifth section of that 
enactment the Local G~vernment was empowered to appoint .a fit person to either .of tl~ose 
offices wlumeve1' suclt offtce became I}(Xcant. The power· of appomtment was· thus, by unphca­
t.ion, limited to the till inn· np of a vacancv in an existing office. 

~ J t 

lhct>ntly, au Act had been passed by the Council of t.he LientenatH Governor of I3engal, 
by which the adjudicatiou of suits·instituted in ·the ·Lower Provinces of Bengttl between laud­
lord and tenant, and herl'tofoTe cogniza'J)le under Act X. of~ 1859, by the Revenue C'.>ut·ts 
ouly, was transferred to the Civil Courts. The increase of wqrk which would, by the opera­
ti"u of the new law, be t.hrown on these Courts, nece5sitated some addition to their present 
s trength in those districts in w !rich the institution of rent-suits was excessive; and it was ac­
conlingly p1·oposed to appaint a few additional Munsifs. As the cost of Hi is · increase of 'Mun­
sil's would be met by a corresponding .reduction in the number of Depu~y Collectors now 
employed in the trial of rent-suits, no ~xtra expenditure would be incuned by the S~ate on 
acl·ount of tlris measure. 

The immediate object of the proposed leg·ish1tion was the removal of the present lega:l disu­
bi li ty of the Lieu leu ant Gowmor of 13engal to increase the nu m her of iVl unsifs' 'Cumts at 
pre;;ent established in the territories under his Government; but, as th~ necessity might arise 
f(JJ' making some addition to the existing number of M unsifs or Subordinate Judges ~n the 
~ort.h-Wel:tern Provinces, or for the' appointment of additional Subordinate Judges in J;,ower 
13cugal, it was thought adYisuble to make adequate provision fur such a contingency in the 
pr~,;ent Bill, · 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

HIGH COURTS' (COSTS OF PETlTWNS) BILL. 

The Honour~ble Mr. CHAPMAN', in moving .for 'leave to introduce a Bill to ~nable the High 
Courts at tile Presidency Towns t.o dct1l with costs of petitions for certHin moneys transferrt•d 
to (iovemment, ~aid that tlris Bill was. intended to supj)ly an obvious defect i a~ the e--.Js.t_;_,...,. 
law. lt appNlredt.hat, under Act XXV. of 1866, section •1, ami Act XXIV. of 1867, , -"-..., 
60, any one coLi'ltl now, without fear of consequences, advance claim~, howcv·er frivolo!,.~ .... ,g 
unfounded, for moneys t.ransferTed to Government by the High Courts or the Adminsectiou 
General. One case in parricular had . lately occuned in which much valualile time was.rs and 
uy II cluim of this descl·ipti011. The Bill would empoiVeJ• the 'Courts to make such cllstralOL' 
puy the costs of t.he proceedings. · wasted 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 
.imants 
' 

ACT ·viii. OF "1863 AMENDM8NT BILL. 

The Honoumblc M1·. CHAP~lAN, in moving· for leave to introduce a Bill to C• 

cleJ·ical l'J'I'OI' in Act !\o. VI I I. of H:W3, said tlrat section 2 of that Act euntained the fo 
proVJSIOII:- 1i 1··i·ect a 

"Ollicers in churge of' Jail5 \Vithin the Br·itish '1'errito1~es in l1!Clia shall be cou_r'tlowing 
_ give <·fft>ct to any sentence which shall be passed by auy Court or· Tribun; . 

under the authority of Her Majesty, Oi' of tl1e Govemrnent of India, o1· of · . 
Government, although such :Court be not situate in a place not subject to 
Hegulations." . 

The last clause should of course he ''although such Court be situate in a place no 
'1u the gemma! Re~ulatiom;. '' . · 

was unnecessary to ret'e1· r.uch a Bill to a Select'Committee. .Mr. CHAPM.4.N, 

·~ fi.tqflO&~O; at the nex-t,. Meeting of the Council, to apply tor the suspe.nsion uf the I 
af 13usine~s, in ot·de1· that the Bill might be passed at once. The Bill uu::.,,.,.,, •• 

I">.Pl•~·~~ ~~·:•-,~"' circulated to Honourdbl~ Membel'$. 

I 
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IN DIAN CONTRACT BiLL. 

The Honourable Mr. STEPHEN, moved that the Honourable Messrs. Gardon Forbes and 
Chapman be added ~o the Select Commit~ee on th~ Bill to defi~e and amend the law relating 
to Contracts, Sale of Moveai!Jles, Indemmty and Guarantee, 13mlment, Agency .,,md Partner-

· ship. .. 

The Motion was put and agt·eed to. 

Tlw Council then adjourned to Friday, the 31st December 1869. 

CALCUTTA , 

.-The l 7llt December 1869. 

WHITLEY STOKE~, 

Sec1'etw·.IJ to tlw Council of lite Govcr1101' General 
fo1• making Laws awl Regulations. 
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