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PART V.

" _ PROGEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA.

Abstract of the Proccedings of the Council of the Governor General of
| India, assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under
the Provisions of the Act of Parliament 24 & 26 Vic., Cap. (7.

The Council met at Government Houase on Friday, the 17th December 1869:
\ PRESENT:

H)is Excellency Tae Viceroy arid Governor GENERAL of Inpia, K.P., G.C.S.I., presiding.
His Excellency The Commanper-1n-Cuier, K.C.B., G.C.S.I. ;
The Honourable G. NosLe TavLor.
Major General the Honourable Sir H. M. Durano, C.B., K.C.S.I.
The Honourable Joun STracH:Y.
The. Honourable Sir Ricaarp TempLE, K.C.S:I.

iU T4, “onourable J. F1rzjames STEPHEN.

The Honourable F. R. CockERELL. o
The Honourable Gorpon S. ForBes. AL . Rt

3 -The Honourable D. Cowik. -
Colonel the Honourable R. Stracuey, C.S.1.
The Honourable Francis Stuart CrApMAN.
The Honourable J. R. BuLLen Smita. : 4 ‘
His Highness Sardmade Réjabée Hinddstan R4j Rajendra Sri Mahdraja.

r‘l Ram Singh Bahédur, of Jaypur, G.C.S.I.

z'-.r 2 2 . :
[ . i SUBORDINATE JUDGES AND MUNSIFS® BILL.
Lr The Honourable Mr. CockereLt, in rﬁoviug for leave to introduce a

‘;, the appointment of additional Subordinate Judges and Munsils i

v.—132



o T

453

within the territories under the government of the Lieutenant Governors of Bengal and the
North-Western Proviuces was derived from Act XVI. of 1868. By the fifth section of that
‘enactment the Local Government was empowered to appoint a fit person to either of those
offices whenever such office became vacant. The power of appointment was thus, by implica-
tion, limited to the filling up of a vacancy in an existing office. ‘.

Recently, an Act had been passed by the Council of the Tieutenaiit Governor of Bengal,
by which the adjudication of suits'instituted in-the Lower Provinces of Bengal between land-
lord and tenant, and heretofore cognizable under Act X. of 1859, by the Revenue Courts
ounly, was trausferred to the Civil Courts. The increase of work which would, by the opera-
tion of the new law, be thrown on these Courts, necessitated some addition to their present
strength in those districts in which the institution of rent-suits was excessive ; and it was ac-
cordingly proposed to appoint a few additional Munsifs. As the cost of this increase of Mun-
sifs would be met by a corresponding reduction in the number of Deputy Collectors now
employed in the trial of rent-suits, no extra expenditure would be incurred by the State on
account ol this measure.

The immediate object of the proposed legislation was the removal of the present legal disa-
bility of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal to increase the mumber of Munsifs’ Courts at
present established in the territories under his Government ; but, as the necessity might arise
for making some addition to the existing number of Munsifs or Subordinate Judgesin the
North-Western Provinces, or for the:appointment of additional Subordinate Judges in Lower
Bengal, it was thought advisable to muke adequate provision for such a contingency in the
present Bill, .

The Motion was put and agreed to.

HIGH COURTS’ (COSTS OF PETITIONS) BILL.

The Honourable Mr. Cuapma; in moving for'leave to introduce a Bill to enable the High
Courts at the Presidency Towns to deal with costs of petitions for certain moneys transferred
to Government, said that this Bill was. intended to supply an obvious defect in the existi»-
law. It appeared that, under Act XXYV. of 1866, section 4, and Act XXIV. of 1867,

60, any one could now, without fear of consequences, advance claims, however frivoles.suug
unfounded, for moneys transferred to Government by the High Courts or the Adminsection
Gleneral. One case in particular had lately occurred in which much valuable time waus aud
by a claim of this description. The Bill would empower the Courts to make such clistrator
puy the costs of the proceedings. wasted

. ; imants
The Motion was put and agreed to.

ACT VIII. OF 1863 AMENDMENT BILL.

The Honourable Mr. Caapmay, in moving for leave to introduce a Bill to c
clerical error in Act No. VIIL. of 1863, said that section 2 of that Act contained the fo
. provision:— : Arrect a
00 Moers incharpe of Jails within the British Tervitories i o ~llowing
cers in charge of Jails within the British Territories in [udia shall be cor
give effect to any sentence which shall be passed by any Court or Tribun:
uuder the authority of Her Majesty, or of the Government of Iudia, or of gjetent to
- Government, although such:Court be notsituate in a place not subject to tl"xq acting
Tiede Regulations.” : iy Local
) %enerul

“Ihe last clause should of course be ‘“although such Court besituate in a place not!
neral Regulations.” ‘ {

as unuecessary to refer such a Bill to a Select Committee. Mr. CHapmaN, tk’ubjt‘c
the next Meeting of the Council, to apply for the suspension of the Rules|

Business, in order that the Bill might be passed at once. The Bill megereéfore

ulated to Honourable Members. ifor the
& A R S : mwhile

R

‘William, said that the present constitution of the offices of Subordinate Judge and Munsif



The Honourable Mr. StepHEN, moved that the Honourable ¥
‘Chapman be added to the Select Committee on the Bill to define an
to Contracts, Sale of Moveables, Indemnity and Guarantee, Bail
~= -ship.

The Motion was put and agreed to.
~The Council then adjourned to Friday, the 31st December 1869.

Secretary to the Council of the G

: Jor making Laws and R
CaLcurra,

ALhe 17th December 1869.




