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PAl~.T \ l i. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'l'ho foll owiu"' Bill "·as ini·roclucecl iuto the 
Council' oE th~ Goveruor-Geneml of Imli11 for 
t.he purpose of mnkiug .Laws '\uu Ueguhtious ou 
the lOth October 188U :-

Bill No. 15 of 1889. 

A Dill to 1n·evnnt the Disclnsttr6 of QOici<tl 
· JJocnnwnls mul I nfonllatiO ih . 

W nEREAS it is exp~cl ient to prevent tho Jis
closure of oflicial docl1lncnts aucl infonnation; It 
is het·eby enacted as follows :-

1. (1) 'l'his Aot may be callcc1 Lho Indian 
'l"tl t t u r Official Secrets Ac~, 

cnii~n~' 0
' co nn npp •- J 889 ; aud 

(fJ) It exlien cls to tho rih ole of l3rilish India, 
and applies-

(a) ·to nil subjects oE H er 'M.njc: ty wi.thiu. tho 
dominions of Princes ::11111 St.aLcs 111 l ndm 
in alliance witt. R or M.a jc: ty, nut! 

(b) to n.ll Nat.ivo Iuc1iau sobj~~ts of Hm· Mnjes~y 
without and beyoud llt·itish lnclin.. 

2. In this A.ct, unlesR t here is something re
pugo:mt iu the subjec t 
or context,-Definitions, 

(.!) any reference to a place belonging to llor 
Majesty includes d place belonging l·o nuy 
department of the GovcnHnent, whethot' 
the place is or is not actually vested in 
Her Majesty : 

(8) expressions referring to communications 
include any ccmunwicntion, whctht·r iu 
whole or in pnrt, and wh)lt.her tho docu
ment, sketch, plnn, model or iuforma~ion 
itself or the substance Ol' effect the r<:of 
only be communicated ; 

Vl,-20 

(·J) " document" include~ part of a document : 
(4) " wo~cl " includl'S do sign, pattern and 

specnncn : 
(.:i) " ~kc lcb" indudos nuy photograph o1· otbor 

modo o( r pr"sou!:uion oi :t.ny place or 
\.hin;; : ami 

(G) " ollico tm<ICt' ITer 1bjc>! y " iucluil('s any 
ollico or employment iu or nuder any 
department o[ tho Go,,ommom. 

3 . (/) ((1) \\'bore a pt• t·:;ou fo t· ~ho purpo~'3 of 
,Ui dosura of . iu!orm· wrot.w·fully obh,iuing il\· 

nllon. fonuutiou-

(i) rmtcrs ot· i in any part of a phwc 
helon;;ing to Her '?J[ajesty, being 
a fort.re- s, arsenal, f,,ctory, dook
yn rd, camp, sh ~p otlke or other 
likt• place, in which part he is not. 
on tit led to vc, or, 

(ii) whou hwfnlly or unlawfully in a.uy 
such place as n.forosaid, cit bar ob· 
iain '! any dlJt:U UICil t·, sketch, pll\111 

Jiw tlcl ot· knowledge of l\nytbiug 
wloiclt Ito i• not entitlc<l t<1 obtain, 
ol' ~akos wi tbont lu.wf:ul authority ,( 
any ~kotdt or plan, or, 

(iii) whon outaido 11ny fortress, arsenal, 
factory, clockynrd or cl\mp belong· 
iug to H er lllnjcsby, takes or at. 
tcoopls to tako withou~ authority · 
"iven hy or on bohalf of Her 
~hjedly :•ny Hkctc'h or plan ot that 
f ont·c>s, arsenal, !actory 1 dockyard 
or camp, <ir 

(b) whcro a person knowing ly lmvil\g pOR!IOll· 
sion of, or coott·ol over, auy ourh •lr,on. 
mont, skdch, piau, model or kn<Jw,cdgo 
as has Leou obtained or taken by roeaDI 
of a;ny act which constibutos an olfeDCO. 
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against !.his Act at auy time wilfnlly 
:•nc\ wituout lawful authorit-y commnni
catos or· a ttempt lo cu tntllllllicu,to the 
tiUUHJ to any porso 11 to whom t.he snme 
o11gltt not, in t.lw intol'Os t of the Slate, to 
be communicated ut Lhnt time, or 

(~) where a person nf ~o t· lmviug !wen entrusterl 
in oonfiJcuco by ~ome ot-licot· under llet· 
Majesty with nny document, sketch, plan, 
model or infol'maliou rd"ling to any s nell 
place as af(n·esaiol, ot· to the nuvnl ot· 
military aflairs of tier M nje~i;y, wilfully 
1\nd in breach oE ~ 11ch conficlence commu
nicates tlrc same when, in tlHl i.uteres t of 
tlte State, it o·ught not to bt~ commtlllicat
ed, 

he alt:Lll be puuisheit' with impri: oumont fo t· a 
term which Jll[LY extcncl to one ye'-'r, or witlr fine, 
or with both. 

(g) "Where n. po1:Son having posEession oE auy 
document, sketch, plan, rn odel or iuforr.nnt ion re· 
Jnting to any fortress, arscual, factory, ilookynt·cl, 
cnmp, ship, otJica ot· other like place belong ing 
to llet· i\I:.>jesty, ot· to tire naval or military 
affairs of Het· ~bjesty, in wltatevm· manner the 
sarne hns been obtninecl or taken, at nny time 
wilfully communicates the sn.mo to n.oy person 
to wltom he knows tho s~tme ought not, iu tbo 
interest of tho State, to bo commuuicatotl at 
that time, he shall ,be liable to the sumo punish
mont us if ho committed au oll'onoe uutler the · 
foregoing provis ions oE this scotio11. 

(3) Whet·o a po•·son commits o.uy n.r.t cleclnrotl 
by this section to be an ofl'etlce, he shall, if he 
intended to communicate to a foreign Sto.to uuy 
informntion, clocnment, sketch, plnu, model or 
knowledge oblniuod OL' taken ~.Y l1itn, Ot' entrust
ed to hirn us aforesaid, ot· if he commttuicatcs 
tho same to nuy ngeut of. a foroigr! Str•te, be 
pnuislulcl with LmuspOt·tatiou [or lifo or for :wy 
term uot lu~s than Live yca~·s, or witb i:uprisou-

,tnont fot· n torm which may extend to two yonrs. 

4. (1) Whore" person, by mertns of his hold. 
. . i1w or lnw iug held a1. 

Breach ,r OfiiCI" l tru6t. on'icc nuder Her M .. jesty, 

has lawfully ot• unlawfully either obtaiued pos-
• ~essiou of ot• control O\'IJr any document, sketch·, 

plu.u or model, or· acquired any iufornra_tion, a~rtl / 
n.t any time corruptly or coutrnry to h1s ol:fiCJal. _,_,·· 
duty communicates or ni.terupts to oom~muicatc< "' 
that document,, sketch, plnu, moilol or lllforlll!l< 
t.ion to ' any person to whom the snmo ?ngl!t 'f,t, 
iu t ir e interest of the State, or otherwrse u: r Ito 
public interest,, io be communientell nt, that t11ne, 
he shall be guilty of a breach of official trust. 

(2) A pct•son guilty of a breach of officio.! 
trust sh nll-

(n) if tho ·comumnicntiou was mado Ol' attempt
eel to be mado to n fore ign St11te, be 
punished with tmnsportation for lifo 
or for :tHy term not less thn.u five years, 
or with imprisonment for a t-erm which 
ma,y ex tend to two yen.rs, auc1 

(b) in any other raso be punished with iuo
prisoument for a term which may extend 
to one year, or wi th fine, or with both . • 

(3) This section shnll apply to a parson hold. 
i_ng a contl':lct with auy dopnt·tmcut oE tho Gov
e rn mont, o t· wi th tho holder of :my office under 
H et· ~l o.jes ty ns such holdor, wh ere such contruot 
involves 0.11 oblig:ttion o f secrecy, and to any 
porso u employed by a.ny pet·son or body of por. 
sons h olding such a contraot who is under a liko 
obligation of secrecy, ns if t bo pet·son holding 
the contract and the porsou so ornploycd wore 
respectively holders of at\ office uuder Ucr 
Majes ty. 

5. A Jlrosecution for an o!Tenoo against this 
Act sho.ll not be institu t

tio~~tl'iction on J>rosccn· eel except by or with tho 
consuot ol' tho Local 

Governmot\t ot· of tho Govcmor-Gcncrn.l iu 
Uouncil, 

.- ------
STA'l'EMEJN'l' OF OBJECT'S .A.ND REASO~S. 

THE o~ject of this Bill is to re-enact for India, ?ll1£ialis mulandi.<, tho proYisions of the Offici(),! 
Secrets Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict., c. 52), which has recently been passed hy Parliament. 'l'lmt Statuto 
a]i>plies (see section 6~ to all act.~ -~·~ndo o.fl'ences by it .when con1mittod in :.\Uy part. ~f l:le1· 1bjesty's domi
mons, or when comnutted by Brmsh oHtcors or subJects elsewhere, but the wodmw in India of crirui
nallaw enactcll by Parli:Lmont lt:ts uot in[t·eqnoutly, notwithstanding tho provision~ of 37 & 38 Viet. 
c. 27, s. 3, been found to be beset with practicnl difficulty. Under tbcso circumstances it seem~ 
<lcsirablo to take allvtmt.ago of the saving for laws of British possessions contained in section 5 of the 
Statuto nnilre-cuact it fot· Inilia with such adaptntions of ilis lnng\1age :J.ntl pounlties ns the nomeocla-
t~re of tho Iudi:m Sl.utnte-Look requires, · · 

Tl1c 9th October 188.9. 
(Signed)' Almr.EW R. SconLE. 

S. ll.A.HVEY JAMES, 
Sect·etnry to the Government of In<lit1., 


