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[P'!tbl-ished with the "Bomb(//!/ Government Gazette'' on the 21st Octobm· 1875.] 

PART VI. 

B I L L S 0 F T H E G 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N 0 I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The followino- Bill was iuiro.duced it;to the 
Council of the Governor General of India for t he 
purpose of making Laws and l~egulatious on the 
29th September 1875, and was referred t<>_a Select 
Committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in three mouths :-

Bill No. 11 of 1875. 
A. Bill to amend the law ?'Clctting to Mei'chctnt 

Seamen. 
'Whereas it is expedient to amend the law 

relating to l\lerchant Sea-
l'rcnmble. men in mauner hereinafte r 

n.ppearing ; It is hereby enacted as follows :-

Prelim·inc/JI'y. 
1. This Act nmy be called "The Indian 'Mer-

Shot'L title. clmntSeamen'sAct,1875 :" 

Loenl ex tent. 

Commcnccmcut. 

It extends to the whole 
of Bri t ish India; 

Ami it shall come inlo 
force at once. 

:.l. In th is Acl-" owner" includes al~o "agent," 
. and "seaman" includes 

Intcrprcl.ahon-clausc. every person (except lliu.·-
lor~, pilots, and appren tices duly ~ndentlll ·ed n_nd 
registered) employed or engaged m any capacity 
on board any ship. 

.D ist?"Cssccl Scmnen.. 
3. A certificate signed by a Secretary to the 

L ocal Government, or by 
Evidence of distress of such other officer as it. 

3cnmcn. appoints iu this behalf, to 
the efl'ect that any seaman named tlierein is 
distressed, shall , iu nil proceedings under sectious 
211, 212, and 213 of the :Merchant Shipping Act, 
18511, be conclusive evidence tlmt such seam:ut 
is distressed witliin the meaning of the same 
sections; and any Master of a British ship refu s-

Ponnlty r~r rcfusin<- to ing to accept such sc:.una.u 
nccept distressed scnm~m. as a d istre ·sed seaman 
under the provisions of the said sections shall, for 
each seaman with respect to whom he so refuses, 
be liable to a fine which may extend to oue 
thousand rupees. 

Discluwge of Seafmen. 
't No owner or l'IIa.stcr of a ship shall dis­

charge any seaman or 
Dischnrgc of seamen. apprentice not shipped in 

British India without the previous :auction in 
writing of such officer as the Local q uvernmcnL 
appoints in this behalf, and _such .sanct~on simi~ be 
criven or withheld at the lhscrettoll of ihe offi cer 
t> • d tiO appomte . 
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Any :Master wilfully disobeying the prohi.biticn 
contained in this sectic.n shall he liable lo im­
prisonment for a tenn which may extend to three 
months, or to fine not exceeding one thousand 
rupees, or to both. 

l!.:ngagcmcnt of SccVIne?~. 
5. The Local Government, or such officer as 

it appoints in this behalf, Engngcmcnt. of Nzttivc 
scnmcn. may, by order in writing 

signed l>y its Secretary or 
by such officer, prohibit the owner or Master · of 
any ship from engaging any Native of India to 
serve as a seaman on board sucl~ ship. 

Whoever wilfully disobeys the prohibition con­
tained in this section shall I.Je liable to imprison­
ment for a term which may extend to thrC!e 
months, or to fine not exceeding one thousaml 
rupees, or to both. 

ti. \Vheuever any sen.man or apprentice noL 

Dc8crlcr:t. 
shipped in British [udia 
dese l'Ls OI' otbqrwis · 

absents himself without leave from any ship in 
wiJich he is engaged to serve, the .Ma~tcr or owner 
of the shiJ> shall, within for ty-eight hour~ of dis­
covering tiUCh desertion or absence, report the 
same to such officer as t l•e Local Governmeni 
appoints in this l>ehall~ unlc ·s in t iJe meantime 
tl10 deserter or absentee returus . 

Any Ma&ter or owner wilfully neglecting to 
comply wi th t iJe provisions of this section may he 
}Jtmi~hed with fine not exceed ing one hundred 
rupees, or imprisonm.ent for a term which mar 
extend to one month, or wi th both . · 

.L7np1·i~onccZ Bcwmen. 

7. If any seaman or apprentice not shipped in 
Power to den\ with Briti ·hlndiais imprisoned 

imprisoned scnmun in nc- for a.ny otlcuce for wl1ic l~ 
cordnuco with section 88, he IJas been seutunced lo 
Act I. of 1850. imprisonment for a tenn 
u~t exc;ed!ng one month, any Magistrate may deal 
w1th lum 111 the same way as he may den.! with a 
seaman or apprco tice imprisoned on any of the 
grounds mentioned in section 88 of Act No. I. of 
1859 (foJ· the wrn.cn(lment OJ the lcwJ ···elati-11g lo 
1lfe1·c/umt Bcwmcn ). 

S. If any seaman or apprentice uot shipped 
Rules as to imprisoned in British lndia is impri-

scnmcu. souedona complaint ulatlc 
by or on behalf of the 

Mast.c r or owner of the ship in which he is erwa<red 
t;o serve, on any of the grounds mentioned i~1 'the 
said A~t No. L of 185!), sectiou llS, or for any ofl'cuce 
for winch he bas hecn scntencetl t.o impri:Jonmcut 
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for a term not excecdiug_oue month, the following 
rules shall be ohservu•l :-

(a.) ::)uch ~lnsler or owner ~lmll not, withou~ the 
previous sanction in writ,iug of the Local Govern­
ment or of such officer n~ i~ appoints in this beho.II, 
engage any NaLive of India to serve ns a SC(tmo.n 
on board hi::~ sl1ip; 

(b) The Local Govemment, or such officer as 
it appoints iu this behalf, may tender such sea­
man or apprentice to the Master or owner of 
the ship in which he is engaged to serve, nUll 
if such Mnstcr or owner refuse to receive him 
on board, mn.y require ~uch Master or owner to 
deposit in the locnl Shipping Office (1) the wages 
due to such seaman or npprentice, and his money, 
clothes, and other effects, and (2) such sum as may 
in the opinion of the Local Government or of such 
officer ns aforesaid be sufficient to defray the 
cost of-

• the pass~tge of the said selllnan or apprentice 
to the port at wl1ich he was ship}Jed, llnd of his 
subsistence during such passage ; 

his lodging and subsistence during l1is detention 
(if any) at the place at which he is so imprisoned 
until he emba.rks. 

And if the Master or owner fa.il to deposit sttch 
wages, money, clothes, and other efi'ects, or refuse 
or neglect to comply with such requisition, he 
may be punished with fine not exceedinrr five 
hundred rupees, and in default of payment crt• sucb 
fine, to imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three months. 

.Accommoclcttion of Secmte?o. 
9. And whereas it is expedient to iocrea-se 

the space required by the 
Amendment of Ac~ I. said A.ct No. J. of 1859, 

of 1859, &'C. 70. . ~o II sectiOn f , to be a owed 
for Emopcun sca.men and apprentices, and lo r 
lascars or native seamen; H is hereby furt!J er 
enncted as follows:- . 

Such ~eetiou shall he read as if for the expres­
siow; "uiue ~U}}Crficial feet," "tifLy- four cubic feet," 
and "fottr supcrticial feeL," the expres~i ons "ten 
Mlperficinl feel;," " sixty cttbic feet," anti "six 
Hnperficial feet" were respectively snbsti ~uLed , and 
m; if in tho third pamgmph of tho same section 
after the word '' sttperficial·' t he words " and thil'ty­
six cubic" were inserted. 

Mc1.tn i'uy uf' CJ;tabli-'!ltetl pew value.' 
10. Ami whereas doubts hnve been misod as to 

Meaning of r.x prc&~iou 
' established pnr vuluo' in 
Ar.~ J. of 18611, l'(:ction M. 

tho meaning of the ex­
pression "established par 
vnlue" iu tho said AcL 
No. L of 185!!, sectiou 5<1·, 

for t.he purpose or rcmol'iug :mch doubts ; T t is 
hereby dcclu.rcd u.~ follow~ :-

In the snid sect.ion ;) .·~, ~he expression " estuL­
liHhod par valuo" meurlll the rate of exchnnrre for 
tho timo being fixed by the Secretary of S~te for 
India. in Council t.o rc~ulate t-mnsaetious Letwecu 
himself and tho Guvemment of India.. · 

STATE~fENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONI:i. 

The object of th is Bill i,; to make a numlJer of 
small but importa ut changes in the law rela~ing 
to Merchant Seamen, wLich cunuo~ conveniently 
be postponet l unt il tha t. law is consolidated and 
amended. 

The Bill tirs t provides for dutenniuing disputes 
whether or not a seaman is "d i s ~rcssed" within 
the meaning of the sections or the llferclmnt 
Shippinrr Act, 1854, rela ting to distretised seum en, (f) 
~tnd imJ~oses an Indian penalty on llfasters of , • 
British ships who refuse to receive on board dis­
tressed seamen in accordttnce with those sections. 

Tho Bill then provides aga,inst the discha rge in 
I ndia of Europeun seamen witl10ut the previouH 
sanction of an officer appointed by the Local 
Government, and removes a doubt which ha-s been 
felt as to the corrcspondiug provision (section 20i) 
of the Merchant Shipp ing Act, 185'~. by expressly 
dccla.ring that such officer l1as a discretion as to 
giving or withholding his sanction. 

P ower is giveu to the Local Governmen~ to 
}Jrohibit the owner or Master of a ship from en­
ga~ing Natives of India as seamen. This power 
is intended to be exercised in case it is found that 
the Master is wanton1y discharging European 
seamen for the mere purpose of replacing them by 
N~ttives . · 

Provision is then made that where a. European 
seaman deserts, the 'l\'Ias ter or owner shall report 
the dese1'tiou to the Local Government . 

Sections 7 and 8 extend t he provisions of Sec­
tion 88 of Act I. ofl8ii!l, and contain certain rules 
as to European seamen imprisoDed for breaches 
of discipline or other pe~ty offences on t he com­
plaint of the 1\'J:nstcr. The previous sanction of 
tho Local Govemment is rendered necessary to 
tlJC engagement of Natives of Iuditt. TLe Local 
Government is nlso empowered to tender an impri­
soned se~tman to t he Mas ter, and, if the Master 
refuse to .receive him, the :Mus ter m;ty be required 
to deposit, not only the wages, &c., due to ~h e 
seaman, but a lso snelt snm as may he sufficien l 
to defray the cost of his passage home and of his 
lodging and subsistence ti!J he s t-llr ~s. 

Tl1e· Bill then contains a clause slin·htly increas­
ing the space required by Act I. ofl85b, seetion 
iO, for Em·opean and for Native semnen. 

Lastly, a clause has been added to rcmol'c a 
doubt whicl1 hns been raiscclns to the meaninrr, 
i 11 section 54, of that Act, of the expression " estab­
li~hed par va.lue." 

(:)igucd) A. HoBtWUSB. 

::;IMJ,A, } 
'l.'/w 251/t Septenbi>CI' lSiii. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 
Seel'Clary to the Government of India. 


