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THE 

~nmhn~ ~nur.rnmrnt @azrffr. 
t]ublished bJ1 ~utluritu. 

'l.'HURSD.A.Y, 7TH OCTOBER 1875. 

(~if'Sepa;·ctte ]Jctgin[J is given to this Pcti'l, in o1'Cle ;· thctt it ?lUt!J be .filecl cts ct ,qeprwctte compilcttion. 

PART VI. 
8 I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E NT 0 F I N D I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The followitw Bill was introduced into t he 
Conucil of the Go1•emor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations ou the 
29th September 1875, and was refetTed to a Select 
Conimittee with instructions to make their rC})Ort 
thereon in three mouths:-

Bill No. 11 of 1875. 

A Bill to amencl the law ?'clctting to Mcl·chan.t 
Seamen. 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the law 
relating to Merchant Sea-

Preamble. tuen in manner hereinafter 
appearing ; It is hereby enacted as follo115 :-

Prelimincwy. 
1. This Act may be called " The Indian ·Mer-

Short title. chant Seamen's Act, 187:i :" 

Local extent. 

Commencement. 

It extends to the whole 
of British India; 

And it shall come into 
force at once. 

2. In this Act-" owner" includes also "agent," 
. 1 and " seaman" includes 

Intnrpr~tnhon-c a use. every person (except Mas-
ters, pilots, and ·apprentices dnly ~ndentured a.nd 
re()'istered) employed or engaged m any capaCity 
ot~board any ship. 

Dist·1·essed Seamen. 

;). A certificate signed by a Secretary to the 
Local Govemment, or by 

Eviilence of distress of such other officer as it 
seamen, appoints in this behalf, to 
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the effect ~hat any seaman named therein is 
distressed, shall, in all proceedings under sections 
211, 212, and 213 of the :Merchant Shipping Act, 
1854, be conclusive evidence tlmt s~ICh seaman 

' is distressed within the meaning of the same 
sections; and any Master of a British ship refus-

Pcnnlty fJr refusing to ing to a~cept such seaman 
nccept distressed senm:w. ns a dtstresscd seaman 
under the provisions of the said sections shall, for 
each seaman with respect to whom he so refuse·, 
be liable to a fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees. 

Dischcwge of Seamen. 

4. No owuer or Master of a ship shall dis· 
Vischnr"e of seam~u . charge . any scar.nau ?r 

o apprent tce not slupped lll 
British India without the previous sauction in 
writing of such officer as the Local Govemmcnt 
appoiuts in th is behalf, and such sanction shall be ' 
given or withheld at t.be discretion of the officer 
so appointed. 

Auy Master wilfully disoheyiniJ the prohibition 
cont[t,iueLI in this section shall be liable to im­
prisonmeut for a term w·hich may extend to three 
rnontJ,s, or to fin e not excec<~ing one thousand 
rupees. or to both. 

Enyctgcmcnt of Secvmen. 

5. The Local Government, or such officer as 
Engagement of NMive it appoints in tt,is behalf, 

seamen. may, by order in writing 
signed by its Secretary or 

by such officer, prohibit the owner or 1/l.aster of 
any ship from engagmg any Native of India to 
serve as a semnan on board such sl1ip. 



Whoever wilfully disobeys the prohibition r.ou­
tnined in this section shall be liable to imprison­
ment for a term which may extend to three 
months, or to fine not exceeding one thousand 
ru pee.q, or to both. 

1Je8Cl'tC?'S. 

6. Whenever any sean~au 9~ app~·e!ltice n?t 
· sb1pped m Br1t1sh Imha 

Deserters. deserts or otherwise 
abs.ents himself without leave fi·om any ship in 
which he is en!!nrred to s"ervc, the Master or owner 
of ~he ship sh;h~within forty-eight hours of dis­
covcrin"" such desertion or absence, report the 
!':lme ~ such officer ns the Local Govemment 
appoints in this behalf, unless in the meantime 
til<' deserter or absentee returns. 

Any Master or owner wilfully neglecting to 
comply with the provisions of this section may be 
punished with fine not exceeding one hundred . 
rupees, or imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one month, or with both. 

lntJll'isonc(l Seamen. 

7. If any seaman or apprentice not shipped in 
J>ower to den! with Britisbindiaisimprisoned 

imprisoned seamen in nc- tor any oft'ence lor which 
cordance with section 88, he has been sentenced to 
Act I. of 1859. imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding one month, any "Magistrate may deal 
with him iu the same way as he may deal with a 
seaman or apprentice imprisoned on any of the 
grounds mentioned in section 88 of Act No. I. of 
1859 (jo1• the amwnclment OJ the len•; 1·elat·ing to 
.Jferchant Seamen). 

8. If any seaman or apprentice not shipped 
Hules ns to imprisoned in British India i.s impri-

senwen. soned onacomplmnt made 
by or on behalf of the 

Master or owner of the ship in which he is engaged 
t.o ~erve, on nny of the grounds mel).tioned in the 
said Act No. I. of 1859, section 88, or for any otl'ence 
for which he l11~q been sentenced to imprisonment 
for a term, not exceeding one month, the followina 
rules Hhall be observed :-

0 

(<') Such l\Iaster or owner shall not, without the 
previous sanction in writing of the Local Govcm­
UJent or of such officer as it appoints in this behalf, 
t'ngage any Native of ln.Jin to serve .as n earnan 
on board hi~ ship; 

(I;) The Local Government, or such officer as 
it appoints in this behalf, may tender such sen­
rnnn or apprentice to the Master or owner of 
!l.lC Hhip in which he is. engaged to serve, aud 
11 such lllaster or owner refuse to receive him 
•>n board, may reqpire such Mn~ter or owner to 
cl<'posit in the local Shipping Otfice (I) the wa.,.es 
•lue to such seaman or apprentice, and his mon~y. 
~lothes, n!l~ other efiect.s, and (2) such sum as may 
m the opmJOn of the Local Gov~rnment or of such 
officer 11.!1 aforc~aid be sullicieut to defmy the 
cost of-

the pu..qsa.ge of the said seaman or nppumtice 
to tl.1e port at which ho was shipped, ami of his 
subs1stence during such passage; 
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his lodging and subsistence during his detent.ion 
(if any) at the place at which he is so imprison­
ed until he embarks. 

And if the Master or owner tail to deposit such 
wages, money, clothes, a!ld other effects, 01; refuse 
or nerrlect to comply WJth such requisition he 
may be punished w!th fine not exceeding 

1
five 

hundred rupees, and m default of payment of such 
fine, to imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three months. · 

Acco?wmockttion of Seamen. 

9. And whereas it is expedient to increase 
the space required by the 

Amondmcnt of Act I. said .Act No. I. of 1859 
of 1859• s<•c. 70· section 70, to be allowed 
for European smunal!- and npl?rentices, and for 
lascars or native seamen; It IS hereby further 
enacted as follows:-

Such section shall be rend as .if for the expres­
sions "nine supm:ficial feet," "fifty-four cubic feet," 
and " four superficial feet," the expressions " ten 
superficial feet," "sixty cubic feet," and "six 
superficial feet" were respectively substituted, and 
as if in the third paragraph of the same section 
after the word" superficial" the words "and thirty­
six cubic" were inserted. 

Meaning of' cslablishe<l pew val!,e.' 

10. And whereas doubts have been raised as to 

::\[enning of expression 
'~stnbliahcd ptw vnluo' iu 
Act I. of 185!!, section <H. 

the meaningoftheexpres­
sion " established par 
value" in the said Act 
No. I of 1859, section iH; 

for the purpose of removing such doubts, it is 
hereby declared as follows :-

In the said section 54·, the expression "estab­
lished par value" means the rate of exchange for 
the time being fixed by the·Secret.ary of State for 
Iudia in Council to r egulate traJJsactions between 
himself and the Government of India .. 

STATEMENT OF 0DJt:CTS AND REASONS. 

The object of this Bill is to make a numberof 
small but important changes in the law relatin r,. 
to :Merchant Seamen, which cannot conveniently 
be postponed until thnt law is consolidated and 
amendech · 

Th e Bill first provid,es for determining disputes 
whet.her or not a se:unan is "dist.resscd" within 
the meaning of the .sections of the Merchant 

·Shipping Act, 185'1·, relating. to distressed se:imen, 
1111tl imposes an lndi:m penalty on wasters of 
Bri t.i"h ~hip · who refuse to rece ive on Loard dis­
trc ·scd seamen iu accordance with those sections. 

The Bill then provides against the discharge in 
India of European seamen without the previous 
sanction of an officer appointed by the Local 
Government, and removes a doubt which has been 
felt as to the corresponding provision (section 207) 
of t.l10 }ferchant Shipping Act, 1854, by expressly 
declaring that such officer has a discretion a;; to 
giving or withholding his sanction. 



Power is given to the Local Government to 
proi~ibit th? owuer or master of ;t sl1ip frow eiJ­
g~~mg Natives of India as seameu. This power 
s mtended to be exercised in case it is found t.lmt 
the ma~ter is wantonly discharging European 
.;~a.n~en tor the mere purpose of replaciug them by 
:Natives. 

Provision i~ then made tha.t where ,~ Euro}Jean 
seaman desert: , the muster or ownm· shall report 
the desertian to the J~oca.l Govermneui .. 

. Sections 7 and S extend the proviti ions o{ Sec-
~. t10n SSE'. of Act I. of 1 85!), and contain certain rule:< 

a~ t? . u!·opcau seameu imprisoned for b reaclt~::s 
o1 ~JSC!phne or other petty offences OJ! the: <:oJu­
plam t of the master. The previous . mtctiOll of 
the Locnl Government is n~mh• red uece". a ry t.r• 
the eugagement of Natives of J ncli. . The L(wal 
Government 'is.nlso empowered to i n'lcr a ll impri­
son~d seaman to t he master, nml, if the mMter 
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refuse to receive him, the master may be required 
to deposit, not only the wages, &c., due to the 
seaman, but also such sum as may · be sufficient 
to defray the cost of his passage home and of his 
lodging ami su bsistcnce till he sta,rts . 

The Bill hen contains a clause slightly increas­
inu the space required by Act I. of 1859, section 
70~ for European nnd f<>r Native seamen. 

La..~tly, a clause has been added to remove a 
doubt which ha~ been raised as to the meaning, 
in section 54, of thn.t Act, of the expression" estab­
lished pRr vn.lne." 

(Signed) A. HollHOUSB. 

SIMLA, } 
'J'he '25th Septernbe?' 1875. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 
'ecretary to the Government of ~ndi~. 

----~-.. -- - - - -
llOIL'&A.Y : rf:].'iTla> .. :I Till: OOV.:..J.X!.!!2N l CE:;':P.Ar. rr.tss. 
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