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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Go~ernor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
2nd September 1875, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in three montlJS. 

Bill No. 9 of 1875. 

A Bill to amend the law ?·elating to Opi1~1n. 

Vvhereas it is 

Preamble. 

Short title. 

Local extent. 

Commencement. 

expedient to amend the law 
relatiugto opium ; It is here­
by enacted as follows :-

f. This Act may be called 
" The Indian Opium Act, 
1875 :'' 

It extends to the wholo 
of British India ; 

And it shall come into 
force as follows :-

(a.). In the Provinces respectively subject to 
the Governors in Council of Fort Saint George 
and Bombay, at once: 

(b). Iu each of the other Provinces of British 
India, on such day as tho Goveruor General iu 
Council, by notification in the Gazelle of Inclia, 
directs iu that behnlf. 

2. Sections eight to sixteen (both iuclusivo) 
Repeal of Bombny of Bombay Regulation XXI. 

RogulationX . ."'{[.of 1827, of 1827, are hereby ropeo.l-
Sections. S to 16. ed. 

3. Unless in accol'Clnnco with mlcs framed 
. . . undet· this Act or with any 

P~dh•~•twn of poppy enactment for the time 
culttvatiOn and po~cs· . . 
oion, &c., of opium. bemg 10 force, no ono 

shall- · 

(c~) cultivate the poppy or mauufactut·e opium ; 

(b) possess any quantity of opium exceeding 
five tolahs in weight; 

(c) transport opium from one place to un-
1, · , ther; or 

' (d) sell opimn or preparations or admixtures of 
opium. 

,.~,_ The Local Government may make rules to 
regulate, within tho whole 

Local Government m"y or any ptll't of tbe territories 
make rules. snbj!:!ct to such Govcrnmout 
all or any of the following mutters :- ' 

VI.-5!J b 

(a) the cuHivo.tion of tho poppy; 

(b) the possession of any quantity of opiu111 
exceeding five tolahs iu weight; 

(c) the transport of opium; and 

(cl) tho sale of opium and of prepamtions aucl 
admixtures o:f opium. 

Tho Local Government may fTOill time to time 
alter and add to such rules. 

Such ntles, alterations and additions shall be 
submitted for the sanction of the Governor Gene­
ral in Council, and on receiving such sanction, 
shall be pn blished in tho local official Gazette, 
and shall thereupon have tho force of law. 

5. Whoever cultivates tho poppy in contraven-
. tion of mles made and pub-

P~uol~y for •!legal lishcd under section four, or 
cultivatiOn of JlOI'I'Y· before such rules are made 
and published us aforesaid, shall, on conviction 
before a 1\bmstro.to, be punished wi.th fino which 
may cxtent

0 

to ouo thousnud rupees, and, in 
default of payment of such fme, with imprison­
ment for a term which may extend to si.."< months; 

and the poppy so cultivated, and the opium ( if 
any) produced therefrom, may bo confiscated by 
tho convicting Magistrate. 

6. Whoever, not boiug nuth01ized in this 
behalf under I·ulcs made and 

. Jo'or lmving in poss~•·· published undet· this Act 
01011 uubwful quant•ty • . 1 ' 
of opium. or before such ru .cs arc so 

' made and publisl.ted,. has in 
his possession a gt·eater quantity of opium thaLL 
five tolahs weight, 

nod whoever transports opium in contravcn-. 
· tion oE rules so made and 

fo~ unln~vfully trans· published ot· before such 
portw"' optum. ' 

o rules are so made aud pub-
lished, 

shall for every tmch gffeur.o bo punished with · 
fine which tm~y extend to one- thousand rupees, 
nnd, in default of payment of such fino, with 
impt·isonment for a term which . may extend to 
six mouths: 

.Provided that if the opium in respect. of which 
suob offence is committed exceeds the weight ol' 
twenty set-s, the fino may bo increased at a rate 
not oxceeiliug fifty rupees the ser for all tho 
opium so found in excess. 

On any conviction under this section, tlte opium, 
togethm· with the vessels, packages nud coverings 
in which it is found, ttu<l tho animals anil convey­
nnces used in Cal'l'ying it, may bo confiscated by 
tho convicliug Magistrate. 
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'l. Whpever sells opium in contravention ol: 
For unlawful sal 1 rules so made and published, 

opium. 0 0 or before such rules are so 
made and published,sh~ll fo~· 

every such offence be punished with fine which 
may extend to one thousand rupees, and, in 
default of payment of such fine, with imprison­
ment for a term which may extend to si.• montlts. 

S1'ATE!!ENT 0}' OBJECTS AND Rt:ASONS. 

The poppy is grown extensively in Lower 
Bengal, the North-Western Provi~ces, Oudh and 
Central India, and to some slight extent in the 
Punjab, the Centro.! Provinces, ~erar and Mysore, 
and in part of Bombay. Little or no opium is 
produced in ~dros, .!3ritish Burma or Assam. 

The attention of Local Governments and of the 
Government of India has of late been frequently 
drawn to the insufficiency of the existing law on 
the subject. 

Jn the Bengal Presidency, includinB the North­
Western Provinces, Oudh and the ~ unjab, t}je 
law is clenr nnd satisfactory. 

But in some of the more recently forl!led .Admin­
istrations, such as the Central Provinces, .Assam 
and British Burma, the applicability of . the 
Bengal law is doubtful, and in Bombay and 
Madras the law on the subject is li!together defec­
tive. 

In the Bombay Pt·esidency, the same control is 
in point of fuct exercised as in Bengal for check-

ing the growth of the poppy und the llliUIUfacture 
of opium ; but the legal authority for this action 
is insufficient. 

In· Madras no check, either legislative or ad~ 
ministrative, exists at present on the growth of 
the poppy or the transport, possession or storao-e 
of_ opiuP.l, and ~rnctices have resulted utjurio~s 
alike to the pubhc revenue and to :public morality 
and health. 

The (}overnments of :M'adrns and Bombay have 
both contemplated supplyiltg these defects bJil 
local legislation. But it is considered expedient 
by one simple and CO!Jlprehensive Imperial law to 
ensure that the Imperial revenue derived from 
opium is nowhere left without adequatll protec-. 
twn. • 

'l'he Bill, ns now introduced, will not a.lter the 
state of things pt•evailing in the Ben<>'al Presi­
dency, nor will it involve any alteration ° of prac­
~ice inco~sistent with th.e sy~~em of export duty 
m force m Western Ind1a. I he control exercised 
by the State in B~nga) and Northern India, is 
~~ually necessary wlnchever system prevails. 
~he power whi~h Govel'flment by law possesses 
1n the Benga.J !residency w~ll now be extendecl 
to_ all parts of Indi!l·,-doubts, where they exist, 
w1)1 l:>e removed,-ancl ~he needed legislation wiif 
be provided for Madras and Bombay. 

Smu, ) 
The ~3rcl .ihtgust 1875. S (Signed) W. MuiR •. 

Will'l'LE':'( S'l'OK::\']S, 
' Sccrelcwy to tltc Govern~nent of Indi<~ .. 


