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'<:: [Publ-ished with lhe ·"Bombay Govermnent Gazette" on the 16th Seplembe1' 1875.] 
(I) ...... 
0 z 

''1::1 
Q) 
1'-o 

·PART Vr. 
~) 

:.~ . · 
btl 
Q) 

B·IL.LS OJ· TH .. E COVERHM·ENT OJ. I.NDIA. 
. ~ 

LEGISLATIVE DEP A:RTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into tllC 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose· of making Laws and Regulations on the 
2nd September 1875, and was referred to a Select· 
Committee· with instructions to make their· report· 
thereon in three months. 

Bill N iJ. 9 of 1875 .. 

.LI: Bill·to·araend the law 1·claling to Opi·MI~. 

Whereas it is expedient to. amend the law: 

lhcamblc. 

Short ti tic. 

Local extent. 

Commcnccwcnt. 

relating to opium ;.It is here­
by enacted as follow~; :.,..--

1. '!'his Act may be called 
" 'l'he Indian· Opium Act, 
1875 :''· 

It extends to the whole 
of British Imlia- ;. 

And it slmll come into 
force as follows:-

(a.). In the Provinces respectively subject to 
the Governors in Council of. l!:ort Saint George 
nnd Bombay,.at once: 

(b). In ench of the other l'rovinces of: British .. 
India,. on sueh day: as the Governo1' General in 
Council, by notification in the Gazette of lndia, 
directs in that behalf. 

2. Sections eight to sixteen (both inclusive) 
Hcpcal of Bombny o£ Dombay,Regulil.tion :XXI. 

Jlegulntiou.XXI.of 1827, of 1827, are hereby rop,eal-
Scctions. S· to 16. ed. . 

3. Unless in accordance with rules fi-amed 

Prohibition• of ROJlPY . 
cultivation nnd posscs­
Eion, &c., of opium. 

umle1~ this .Aot or with any 
enactment for tlie time 
being· in force, no one 
shall- · 

(a) cultivate the poppy or manufacture opi~;~m; 

(b) possess any quantity. of opium exceeding 
five tolahs in weight; 

~. . (c) transport opium from. one place · to an-. 
oLher; or 

(d) sell opiwn Ol' prepa.ra.tions or admixtures of• 
opium. 

,j,, The Local Government may make rules to 
l'egulate, withi11: the whole 

Local Government may or any part of the territories 
make rules. subject to such Government, 
all o1· any of the following matter~ ;-
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(a) the cultivation of the poppy; 

(b) the possession of any quantity of opium· 
exceeding five toh1hs in weight; 

(c) tlie transport of opium; and 

(d) tlie salb of opium and of preparations and 
admixtures of 'opium . . 

Tlte Local'Gbvernment may from time to .time 
alter and add to such rules. 

Such .rules, alterations · and additions shall be· 
submitted for the sanction of. tlie Governor Gene­
ral in Council, and on receiving such sanction, 
::;hall be published in the local. official Gazette, 
and. shall thereupon have the fOI'Ce of law. 

5. Whoever cultivates .the poppy in contraven- · 
L'ion of rules made and pub-

B~nalty for illegal lished under section· four, or 
cultl';altou o! I>oppy. before such t•u\es are made 
and publislted as aforesaid, sha.n,· ou conviction 
before a :Magistmte, be punished with· fine which 
may extent to one thousand: rupees, and, in 
default of pn.yment of such fine, with imprison­
ment for a term which may extend to six months; 

and the poppy so cultivatad, and the opium (if 
any) produced thereft·om, may be confiscated by 
the eonvioting 1\iagistmte. · 

6: Whoever, not being authorized in this. 
· behalf under rules made and' 

. }'or bnving iu ·P.O••;•· published under this Act . 
s10n unlawful . Quantity , ' 
of opimn. .. or before.snoh· rules are so 

' made and published, lias in· 
his . possession a greatel' quantity. of. opium, than. 
five tolahs weight, 

and whoever tmnspo1:ts opium , in· contraven-. 
tion of . rules so made and 

for unlawfully, tr"US• JlUblished, Or before SUCh. 
portiug opiunt. 

rules are so.made 111nd pub-. 
li~hed,. 

sliall : for every such Qffenne be punished · with , 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, 
and, in default of payment of such fine, with 
imprisonment for a . tw·m which may extend to. 
six months: 

i'.i-oviiled tlint if the opium in respect of which 
such ofl(moe is committed exceeds the weight of 
twenty. sers, the line mr1y be increased at a rate 
not exceeding fif.ty rupees the sm1 fo1· all the 
opium so.found in exeess. 

On any conviction uncler ·this scctiou,.blie opium,. 
togethe1··witli the ·vessels, packages and cov.e1-ings 
in which it is found, and the animals and convey­
ances used in carrying it, may be confisflated by 
the convicting ~lugisL1-ate. 
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7. Whoever sells opium in contravention of 
For uolawful aale f rilles so mttdeand publi~hed, 

opium. 0 or before such rules are so 
made and pu blished,shall for 

every such offence be punished with fine which 
may extend to one thousa.nd rupees, and, in 
default of payment o~ such fine, with imprison­
ment for a term whicl,l may extend to six months. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The poppy is grown extensively in Lower 
Bengal, the North--Western Provinces, Oudh and 
Central India, and to some slight extent in the 
Punjab, the Central Provinces, Berar and Mysore, 
and in part of Bombay. Little or no opium is 
produced in .Madras, British Burma or .Assam. 

The attention of Local Governments and of the 
Government of India has of late been frequently 
drawn to the insufficiency of the existing law ou 
!•he subject. 

In the Bengal Presidency, including the North­
Western Provinces, Oudh and the Punjab, the 
law is clear and satisfactory. 

But in some of the more recently formed Admin­
istratiomr, such as the Centrnl Provinces, Assmu 
and British Burma, the applicability of the 
Bengal law is doubtful, and iu Bombay and 
Madras the law on the subject is altogether defec­
tive. 

In the Bombay Presidency, the same control is 
in. point of fact exercised as in Bengal fo1· check-

• 

ing the growth of the poppy a.nd the manufacture 
of opium ; but the legal authority for this action 
is insufficient. 

In M:J,dras no check, oiLiiCi' legislative or ad­
ministrative, el'ists nt present on tlie gi·owth of 
the poppy or th!) transport, possession or stom"'e 
of_ opium, and l?rnctices lmve resulted injurio~s 
abke to the public revenue and to public morality 
and health. 

The Govel'llments of Madras and Bombay have r> 
both contemplated supplying these defects by 
local legislation. But it is considered expedient 
by one simple and comprehensive Imperial law to 
ensure tJiat the Impei~al revenue derived from 
opium is nowhere left without a<Jequate protec-
t.ion. 

The Rill, as now introduced, will not altm· the 
state of things prevailing in the Bengal Presi­
~en~y, nor. will it i.nvolve any alteration of prac­
~ice mco!iSistent With tl~e sys~em of export duty 
m force m ·western Indm. 1 he control exercised 
by the St:J,te in Bengal and .Northem India is 
e~un.Jiy neces_sary whichever system prev~:ils. 
~he power wluch · G.overnme~lt by law possesses 
m the Bengal Presidency Will now be extended 
to_ all ports of India,-doubts, where tl1ey el'ist, 
Will be removed,-and the needed legislation will 
be provided fo1• Madras and Bombay. 

Sun,A, · 1 
The 23nl A ·ugust 187i>. j (Signed) W. 1\iuw. 

\VHl'l'LEY STOJmS 
8ecrclcwylo tho Gvver'!wwnt of bulia .. 
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