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@" Scpa1·ate pctging is given to this Pct1•t, in o1'Cle1· that it mcty be file(l cts a sepamle compilation. 

PART VI. 
BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The foilowiug Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Govemor Genera.l of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
2nd September 1875, and was referred to a Select 
Comn1ittee with instructions to nmkc their report 
thereon in three months. · 

Bill No. 9 of 1875. 

A Bill to amend the [c,w ,·elating to Opium. 

Whereas it is 

l'renmblc. 

Short title. 

Local extent, 

Commencement. 

expedient to amend the law 
relating to opium ; It is here­
by enacted as follows :-

1. 'fhis Act mn.y be called 
" The India.n Opium ActJ 
1875 :'' 

- It extends to tho whole 
of British India.; 

And it shall come into 
force as follows:-

(a) . In the Pro\'inces. respectively . subject to 
t.he Governors in Counctl of Fort Smut George 
and Bombay, at once: 

(b). In each of tho other Provinces of Briti~h 
India on such day as the Governor General m 
C:oun~il, by notifica:ion in the Gazette of l?ulia,. 
directs in that behaH. 

2. Sections eigl~t to sixteen (both inclnsiv!J) 
of Bombay Regubtion XXI. 
of 1827, are hereby repeal­
ed. 

Rcpcnl of Bombay 
Rcgul:ltionXXJ.oll827, 
Sections. 8 to 16. 
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3. Unless in accordance with rules [mmecl 

Prohibition of roppy 
cultivatiou and posses· 
siou, &c., of opium. 

under this Act or with any 
enactment for the time 
being in force, no one 
shn.U-

(a) cttltivate the Jloppy or m:.mufacture opium; 

(b) possess any qnautity of OJlium exceediug 
five tolal1s in weight; 

(c) ~rnnsport opium from ono place to au­
other; or 

(d) sell opimu ot· preparations or admixtures o[ 
opium. 

4. '!'he J .. ocal Government may make rules to 
. . . rcgul:ttoJ within tho .wh?le 

T..oc.d Government may or ·my pm·t o[ the tcrntorws 
1nakc n1lcs. .. . 

subject to such Government) 
all or uny of the following mutters :-

(n) tho cttltivation of the poppy; 

(b) the possession of any quantity of opium 
excocding fivo tolahs in weight; 

(c) the transport of opium; and 

(d) the sale of opium and of prepamtions and 
admixtures of opium. 

The J .. ocal Govcrmneut may from time to time 
alter and add to such rules. 

Such rules, alterations and addit.ions shall be 
submitted for the sanction of the Governot· Gene­
ral in Council, anu on receiving such sanction, 
shall be published in the local official Gazette~ 
and shall t·heren pon have the force of Ia w. 



5. Whoever cultivates the poppy in contraven-
. tion of mles made and pub-

P~ool~y for •lleg:U ]ished under section four, or 
cult•vnt•on of popvy. before such rules are made 
and published as nforesn.id, slmli, on conviction 
before a Magistrate, be punished with fine whiclt 
may extent to one thousn.nd rupees, and, in 
default of payment of such fine, with imprison­
ment for a term wllich may extend to six months; 

· and the poppy so cnltivatnd, and the opium (if 
any) produced therefrom, may be confiscated hy 
the convicting Magistrate. 

6. Whoever, not being authorized in this 
behalf under rules made and 

. l<'or h"'~ng in poss~s- pn blished under this .A.ct 
11011 unlawful qu:wt1ty ' 
of opium . or before such rules are so 

' made and published, has in 
his possession n grenter quantity· of opium than 
five tolalts weight, 

and wlwover transports opium in contraven­
tion of rules so made and 

for nnlo.wfully tr<~ns- published, or before such 
porj.ing opium. 

rules are so made and pub-
lished, 

shall for every such Gffenoe be punished with 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, 
and, in default of payment of such fine, with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
si,x months ; 

Provided that if the opium iJ;J.respect of which 
such offence is committed exceeds the weight of 
twenty sers, the fine may be increased at a rate 
not exceeding fifty rupees the ser for oll the 
opium so found in excess. 

On any c_onviction under tills section, the opium, 
!-ogetl~er ~v1~h the vessels, packages and coverings 
m whlch 1t IS found, nud the auinw,ls and convey­
ances used in c~rrying it, may be confiscated by 
tl1e convicting M'n.gistmte. 

7. Wlwever sells opium in contravention of 

F I f I I f 
rules so made and published, 

or uo aw 11 "" c. o b f I 
011ium. or e ore sue 1 rules are so 

made n.nd published,shall for 
overy such offence be punished with line which 
may oxtond to one t-housand rupees, and, in 
dofnnlt of payment of such fine, with impl'ison­
ment for 11 term whioh may extend to·aix months. 

Sl'ATEMI:N-r o~· OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

'fhe poppy is grown extensively in JJowor 
Uongnl, the Nol'fih-Westcrn Provinces, Oudh and 
Goutral fnclia, and Lo somt• slight oxtent in thq 
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Punjab, the Central Proviuces, Berar nud J.\1:ysoro, 
and in part of Bombay. Little or no opium is 
produced in Madras, British Burma or Assam. 

The attention of Local Governments and of the 
Government of India has of late been frequently 
dmwn to the insufficiency of the existing law on 
the subject. 

In the Bengal Presidency, including the North­
Western Provinces, Onclh and the l'unjab, th?I"'t 
law is clear and satisfactory. ·~! 

But in some of the more recently formed Admin­
istrations, such ns the Central Provinces, Assam 
and British Burma, the applicability of tho 
Bengal law is doubtful, nud in Bombay and· 
Madras the law on ,the subject is altogether defec­
tive. 

In the Bombay Presidency, the same control is 
in point of fact exercised ns in Bengal for check­
ing the growth of tlie poppy and the manufactm'o 
of opium ; but the legal authority for this action 
is insufficient. 

In Madras no check, either legislative or nd­
ministmtive, exists at present on the growth of 
the poppy or the transport, possession or storage 
of opium, and practices have resulted injurious 
alike to the public revenue and to public morality 
and health. 

The Govemments of Madras and Bombay have 
both contemplated supplying these defects by 
local legislation. But it is consi clored expedient 

· by one simple and comprehensive Imperial law to 
ensure that the Impe1~al revenue derived from 
opium is nowhere left without adequate protec­
tion. 

The Bill, ns now introduced, will not alter the 
state of things prevailing in tlte Bengal Presi­
dency, nor will it involve any alteration of prac­
tice inconsistent with the system of export duty 
in force in 'ioV estoru India. The control exercised 
by tl10 State in Bengal and Northern India; is 
equally necessary whichever system prevails. 
'!'he powet• which Government by law possesses 
in tho Bengal Presidency will now be extended 
to all parts of India,-clonbts, where they exist, 
will be removecl,-aud the needed legislation will 
be provided for lvlaclras and Bombay. 

SiMLA, 0 } • 

Tho 23rd A~t{/ll~ll875. (Signed) W. 1viu1~. 

WHI'l'liEY S'.I'OKES, 
Sccr·elw-y to the Govcnwwnt of India, 


