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[Publ·ished with the "Bomluq; Government C(t:;ette" on the 5th ;!ngttsl 1875.] 

PART VI. 

B ll L S 0 F T H E G 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N D I A. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill wo.s introducetl into t he 
Council of the Governor General of Imlia for the 
1mrpose of making Laws and Hegulut.ions on the 

. 15th July 1875, and was referred to a. Select 
Committee with instructions to make their repor t 
t hereon in six weeks :-

Bill No.5 of1875. 

THE INDIAN TELEGRAPH BILL, 

1875. 

• 

CONTENTS . 

PnEA~IDLE. 

I.-P;·elindaary. 

SECl'lON. 

1. Shore title. 

TJocal extent. 
Commencement. 

2. Act VIII of 1860 repealed. 
Savin~ of existing licenses and rules 

.3. Interpretation-clause. 

II.-Pdvilcgcs and Powers of Govcmnvmt. 

4. E xclusive privilege o[ establishing 'fcle­
graphs. 
Proviso as to licenses. 

.5. Power to take pos~ession of 'fclegrapbs estab­
lished by license 

6. Power to establish Tolegmpbs on land of 
R ailwn,y Company. 

7, Power to frame rules for tbe comlucL of 
Government 'l'clcgmphs. 

8. P•)WCL' to hamc rules fot· Tclcgt~•phs cstab-
lishecl by license, . 

!). 

10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 
14. 

and to declare Act npplicnhlc to 'l'clcgrapbs 
c. tablished within British India by l'ore ig~t 
Powers. 

Go\'ernment not responsible for !of'S 01· dam­
age . 

IIT.-Penallies. · . 

P enalty for establishing 01' nudntaiuing un­
licensed 'l'clegraphs. 

For using or working such 'fclcgt~ tphs. 

For opposing establishment, &c., o[ 'l'cle-
gmpbs on Hailwny land. · 

For intruding into signal-room, &c. 
For injm~ng Tclegraph2. 

For preventing the sculling, &c., uf messages· 

Vl.-56 Ct 

S ECTION. 

15. Power to employ additional police in plnres 
whm·o mischief to 'l'clographs is repeatedly 
committed. 

lG. PonnlLy for omttLing to transmit ur deliver 
messages. 
]~or intercepting or d.ivnlg ing messages. 

li. For ofrc.t·ing bribes to 'l'olcgmph Oflicors. 
18. For misconduct. 
19. F or sending messages without payment to 

Govcmmeut. 
For sending fabricn.tecl messages. 

21. For. retaining messn11es, <\:c., delivered by 
m.tstakc. 

Ll. Bill to cv.1wncl the law -,·elating to 'l'clcgrcvphs 
in lnclicr, . 

\Vherca · it is expedie nt to amend the lo.w 

acted as foll0ws :-

relat ing to Telegmphs in 
I udiu; It is hen: by en-

l.-P;·elirn·i71 rtl"!f· 

Short title. 

graj>h Act, 1875." 

1. This Act may be 
calleu "Tile Juclia.u Tete-

It ex tends to the whole of Bri t ish Jm(i ,L, uml 
L 

1 
t t so far as rega rds subj ect . 

oca ex en · of H er MaJc.>t,r, to tlt e 
dominions of Princes and S tutes in ludia in a lliance 
with ller M:ycsty; 

Commcr1ccmcnt. 
Ami it shall come ill to 

force a t oucc . 

2. Act No. VIII of 18GO (,1'01· ?'e!Julolirlg /he 
c~lau/i.,}unent (r,ncl mw•­

Act vnr of 1800 rc- WfGr.wnt of Eleclri~ 'l'clc-
pealed. y;.a~?h~ ir• lndia.) is lt<: rc-
by repealed. 

But all licen ·es g ranted, declam tious made, an ,! 
rules fram ed uudcr t.hc 

Saving of existing li- said Act or under Ad No. 
ccnscs uud rul<.:~. XXX1 V of 18;}11· and now 
in force, sha ll be dee mod to lmve ueen rcspecti vc­
ly g mntcd, tnauc aud frnu1ed under i.his Act. 

Tnttrprctntiou clnusc. 3. In this Act-

"'l'clegrap!t" means an Electric or 'Magnetic 
"'l'clcgrnph." Telegraph : 

"Telegraph Ofliccr" means any person employt;)d 
"Telegraph Olliccr." e ither J?crm~uently ?L'· 

. . , temporanly m corntc?t-
tt~u wtth a .rctegraph esta blishment, or maw­
tamed alld worked uy t he Government, or by a 
Company·or pcrtion licen:;ed under this Act; aut! 
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" :MeSSllge" means :my communication. sent by 
Tcle"nt}Jh, or giVen to a 

" Message." Tele~':lph Officer to be 
sent by Telegraph or to be delivered. 

11.-b·ivilegcs and Powers ofGoucmlllcnt. 

4. Within British Inti in, the Governor General 
in Council s!Jnll have the 

Exclusi.-c privilege of exclusive privilege of es-
cstnblisbilig Tclcc'11lPhs. t;blishing Jines. of 'l'elc-

gmph: 

Provitled that the Governor General in Council 
may gra.nt a license to 

Proviso ns to lic~nscs. any persun or Company 
to establish or to mainta in a line of Telegraph 
wit,hin auy part of British India, which license 
shall be re\·ocnble 011 the breach of any of the con­
ditions therein cou tained. 

5. On the occurrence of any public emergency 
(ns to which an order 

. Power to tnlw po>so•- sianeJ by n Secretary to 
••on of Tol<·gmphs·r sta iJ- tl" G 1t of India 
lishcd by liccnoc. le overnmeJ . .' 

shall be conclus1ve evt-
clence), the Governor General in Council mny take 
t€-mporury possession of nny line of Telegrnph 
('Stablished or maintained by any Company or 

.persou licensed under thiS Act. 

6. Any Railwny Comp:my on being required 
so to do by the· Governor 

Power to eslnblish :rc\c- General in Council, shnll 
graphs on. land of Hn1lwny pm·mit the Government 
Company. to establish upon the land 
of such Company adjoining the liue of Ra.ilway a 
line of Tclcgra.ph, ami shall give every reasonable 
fi1cili ty for establishing and using tbe same. 

7. The Governor Geucral in Councll may from 
time to time frame rules 

Power to fm'."~ rules consi~teut with this Act, 
for tho conduct oiliovcrn- for the conduct of 'l'ele-
JIIeut 11clcgl"nphs. . 

graphs heretofore or here-
after establishell by Goverument, :und mn.y therein 
prescribe the regulations, couditions and rost.ric­
tions accor.uing- to which all messages n.Ull signals 
'hall be transmi btcu by such Telegraphs. 

Power to frnmo rules 
Cor Telegmph5 cstnblisbcd 
by license. 

lll!li<~. 

8. The Governor Gene­
m,J in Council may from 
time to time, by notifica-. 
t.ion in the GazeUo ofi 

(tt) prc~cribc rules for the conduct of any 
'fdcgraphs esta blish eLl or mn.illtaiued uy: any Com­
pauy ov )JCrson liccnseJ under this Act ; 

(I•) clecln.re what portions of t.his Act shnll be 
applicable to such Telegraph nnd to persons using 
tho srune, or employeO. in connexion tl1erewith ; 

(e) cleclure that this Act or such por.tions 
• thereof as may be specifi-

.nud to doclnrc Act ap- ell in the notifica.tion shall 
phcnblo to Telegraphs cs- . , 
tnhlished within Uritish be apphcablo to any 'Icle­
India by Foreign Powers. graph established or to be 

established within Brit.ish 
Jnclia by any Foreign Prince or State with t.he 
coi\Sent of the Governmeut of India, and to persons 
using such Telegraph or employed in connexion 
therewith. 

All rules prescribed under this section shall 
have the force of law. 

9 The Government of India shall not be re-
- sponsible for any loss or 

Government not respon· damaae which mav occur 
""•'·le for loss or damn"c. . " J 
"v · o m consequence of any 
Tele"'raph Officer f.1.iling to transmit with accuracy 
or to" deliver any message given to him for t.rnns­
missiou or delivery; and no such officer shall be 
responsible for any st~ch loss· or d.a~nage, unless he 
causes the same neghgently, mvJicwusly, or frau­
dulently. 

Ill.-Pmw ltios. 
10. Whoever otherwise than under n license 

duly granted as :1foresai'l 
P cnnlty for establishing establishes, or after revo­

or maintaining unliccns- cation of such license 
ed Telegraphs. maintains, nline of Tele­
rcrn.ph within British Indin, shnll be liable to a 
fi ne not exceedi ncr one thousand rupees, and for 
every week dmi;g which such line shall be main­
tained shall be· linble to a further fine not exceed­
ing five hundred Ru}Jees. 

11. Whoever, knowing or having reason to 
. believe that a Telegraph 

For using or worl<m:; has been esto.blished or is 
such Telegraphs. maintained in contrnven-
t ion of this Act, uses such Telegrnph for t he 
llurpose of sen.tlin~ ~r rece!Ying messages, .. or per­
limns nnJ serv1ce mc1dentn• thereto, shall for every 
such offence be liable to a fiue· not exceeding 
fifty RupeP-s. 

12. Any Rn.ilway 

For oppol'ing cstnb­
lisbment, &c., of Tele­
graphs on llnilwny lnnd. 

Company neglecting or 
refusing to comply with. 
the provisions or section 
six shall be liable to n fine 
of one thoustmcl rnpees for 

e,.'cry (hy during which such neglect or refusal 
contiuues. 

13. Whoever, withoub llermissiou enters the 
signal-room of a Tele-

. l!o1' intruding iilto graph Office of the Govern-
mgnnl-room, &c . ment,.or of a Company or 
person licensed under this Act, 

aml whoeve1: refuses lo quit such room ou being 
requested to do so by any officer or servant em­
ployed therein, 

ami whoever wilfnlly obstructs or impedes any 
such officer or servant ·in the performauce of his 
duty, 

shall be lio.ble to a· fine · not exceeding one hun-
clrecl Rupees. 

14. Whoever unlawfully cuts, breaks, throws 
, , down, de~troys, injures or 

Eor lllJtmng 'I clo- removes any battery, ma--
grnphs. , ehinery, wire,. cnble, post 
or other thin rr whntsocver, being part of or used in 
or n.bout any l'elegraph or in the working thereof, 

and whoever unlawfully preveuts or obstructs 
F~r ~1"0\·en,ting tho the s?nding,. convoy~uce• ­

scndmg, .Xc., ot mcs,ages. or dehveryof any message, 
shall be linblo io imp1;sonment for a term 

which may extend to two years, or to fine, or to 
both. 

15. Whenever any 

Power to cmt.>loy ad­
dibion•d police 111 places 
where mischief to 'I'clc­
graphs is rcpentc<lly com­
mitted. 

act causing or· likely to 
co.usc wrongful damage to 
any Telegrnph is rcpeat­
ediy committee! in any 
place, and it. a.ppears to 
tho Dir~ctor General of 

ployment of an 
Telegn:t}1hs that the cm­

adtlitional police force in : uch 
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place is thereby rendered necessary, the Local 
Govemment may, on the application of the said 
lArector General, send such add ition.al force to 
such 1)lace, and employ the same therein so long 
as such necesgity continues, 

and the inhnbitants of such place shall be 
. ~harged with the cost of such additional police 
t~ torce ; . ' 

and the Magistrate of the District, after enquiry 
if necessary, shall assess the proportion in which 
such cost is to be paid by the said inhabitants 
according to' his judgment of their respective 
men.ns. 

All monies payable under this section shall be 
recoverable either under the warrant of a Magis­
trate by distress and sale of the goods of the de­
faulter within the local limits of such Magistrate's 
jurisdiction, or by snit in any competent Court, 
and shall be applied to the maintenance of the 
Police force, or otherwise as the Governor General. 
in Council may from time to time direct. 

16. Any Telegraph Officer whowilfullysecretes,. 
Pennltv for omittilw makes away with, alters 

to trnusnut or dclive~ or omits to transmit any 
wessages. message which he may 
have recei ved for transmission or delivery, 

<Jr wilfully or otherwise than by t he official 
order of a Secretary to 

Fm· intercepting or tho Government of India 
dinligiug messages. or to the Local Govern-
ment, or of such other officer as the Governor 
Geueral in Council authorizes to give such order, 
intercepts any message, or any part thereof, 

or divulges any message, or the purport of :my 
mes age or of :my part t hereof, to any person not 
entitled to receive t.he same, 

or divulges the purport of any telegraphic signal 
to any person not entitled to become acquainted 
with the same, 

~hall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding two years, or to fine, or to both. 

17 E very Telegraph Officer shall be deemed a 
public servant within the 

For offcrin_g n bribe to meaning of sectious l Gl, 
Tclt•grnph Qfl,cers. 162, 163, 164 and 165 of 
the Imlian P eual Code. And in the definition of 
" ]e.,al remuneration" contained iu the s:tid section 
161 ""the word "Goverument" shall, for the pur­
poses of this ~ct, be deemed _to include a person 
or company licensed under tins Act. 

18. Any Telegraph Officer gu il ty of any act 
. of drunkenness, careless-

For wiscouduct. ness, or other misconduct 
whereby the t ransmission or ~\eli very of any mes­
sage is endangered, orwl,o_lotters or makes delay 
?7! t-he t ransmis · i o1~ or ~l ehvery of any mes~age, 
h'Jmll be liable to tmpn sonmcnt for a term uot. 
exceecl ing three Inonths, or to a fin e not exceetl-
ing one hundred Rupees, or to both. . 

19. Any Telegraph Officer who transmit.~ by 
'l'elegmph any message 

_For sendiug messn~es upon which the prescrib­
\Yi tbnnt pnyment to Go- ed charge ha not been 
vcrment. paid, inteml!ng ther~by 
to defraud tlie Government, shn.\1 be lmble to Im­
prisonment for a. tenn which may extend to three 
yc·ars, or to fi..lle, or to both. 

20. Whoever transmits or causes to be trans­
mitted by a Telcgmph a 

For sending fabricated message which he lmows 
message. to be false or fabricated, 
shall be liable to imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to two years, or to fine, or to both. 

21. Whoever fraudulently retn.ins, or wilfully 

For retaining ntcssa· 
g~s, &c,, delivered by 
mistake. 

some other per~on, 

secretes, or makes away 
with, or keeps, or dct~tins 
a mes age which ollght to 
have been delivered to 

or being requ:red hy a Telegru.ph Officer to 
deliver up any such message neglects or rcfnses 
to do so, 

shall be liable to imprisonment for n. term 
which may extend to two years, or to fine, or to 
both. 

STATE~!ENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

Doubts having been raised whether under the 
present Telegraph Act (VIII. of l8GO) rules cnn 
be framed for 'felegmpbs established under the 
repealed Act XXXIV. of 185•1, the present Bill has 
been prepared with the primary object of repeal­
ing and re-enacting Act VIII. of 1860, with such 
change ns will preclude all question as to tho 
extent of the power above referred to. 

The opportunity has been taken to make certain 
other alterations in the law, of which the chief 
are as follows :- · 

'fhe present law declares that Railway Com­
panies shall permit Government to establi h 
Telegraphs on their land, but provides no penalty · 
for refusing such permission; the Bill (section 12) 
supplies this defect. 

· The section relat ing to injuries to Telegraphs 
bas been made more specific, the wording of 2 ·~ 
& 25 Vic., cav. !>7, section 37, IJeiug here loll<Jwe<l 

A clause Jouudetl on sections 1<1 and 15 of tho 
Police Act V. of 1861 has been introduced t<J 
empower the Local Government to employ addi­
~ion::t.l Police in place~ where mischief to Telegraphs 
IS repeated ly comm ttted, and to charge t.he in­
habi t..'lnts with the cost of the P olico so employed. 

The clause imposing penal~ies for sending fabri­
cated messages has been made to apply to me:-·attes 
sent by :relegmphs esto,blished by a Com pan/ vr 
person ltcenscd under the Jll"Oposed Act, as well a~ 
to messages sent IJy Govenunent Telegraphs. 

Fraudt~lently retain~ng ot· wilfully sccretiug­
tclegraplnc mes:agcs, ts ll)ade penal. An anai<J- . 
gous clause is contained iu the Post Ollice Act 
(XIV of 18G6), section '~"-

Sections 16, 17, IS, 19 and 20 of Act V[li <Jf 
1860, which relate to fines ami jurisdiction, have 
been omitted, a· rcn•.lcred unneccssm·y by Act; 
I of 1868 and X of 1872. 

Smr,A, } (Signed) A. H omrousL 
The 5/1~ Jl,l!J 187 iJ. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

8ec;-oim·y to the Govenvffteltt of Pac~ia. . 

llOUBAY : PllL'<TDI AT Til£ QOVEIII<.!IIE:Il' C.!::crli4L PIIESi; 


