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'l'hc following Bill, togethel' with the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
Hccompanying it, is published in accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules for the 
conduct of Busii1ess at Meetings of the Council of His Exeelleiwy the Governor 
of Bombay for making L aws and i:\egulations :-

lUll No. 1 of 1890. 

'J'he flombtty Municipal Se,·va?;[s Bill. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make better 
provision in the City of Bombay and else
where, for the enforcement of regulations 
•·e(l'm·ding certain classes of municipal ser
\'a~lts whose functions intimately concern 
the public health or safety, and regarding 
the duties, withdrawn! from duty, and leave 
of such servants ; It is enacted as fol
lows:-

l. (l) Thi :> Act may l,c cited as" The 
Boud..>ay :M uuicipal Short title. 
Sen·ant.· Act. " 

(2) It shall come into force . in tl1e 
Cotumenccrucnt nnd City of Bombay at 

e.dcut. once. 
(3) The Govern6r in Council may, tl.Y 

notification in the Bon.ba11 Govemment 
fJazetf,e, extend all or any of its provisions, 
.m and after a day not less than two months 

v.-17 

after the dale of such notification, to any 
municipal district in the llombay Presi
dency. 

He may also cancel or vary such noti
fication consistently with the provisions of 
this Act. 

2. (1) Unless there be so~nething 
repugnant m the 
subject or context, 

all words used in this •Act shall have re
spectively the IUcllnings assigned to them 

lutcrpretation. 

in the City of' Bowbay .Municipal Act, Bo. III 
1888. 1888. 

(2) Thi;:; Ad ,]Jail, in so farm; it all~ctt; 
. the Cit~· of Bombay, 

A~t .to he rca<l wt~h bn read as part of 
Muntctpal Acts 111 tl C't f 1. , I . 
force te I y o .ootn 1ny Bo. III 

· ~1.uuicipal Act, 1888, 1888. 

·~llld, in so fai· as it v.flccts auy ot.hcr part of' 
the Pre;;iucncy of Bombay, shall be read no. 
as part of the Bombay District Municipal~~~ 
Acts, 1873 nnd 1884. 1884.. 
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3. .Any municipal officer, servant o1· 
other person em-

Condit-ions ns to rc- }Jlo,yed bv or on be-
si~rnation, withcli'\\Vnl J 

nnd al>sonce from speci- half of the Corpora
lied duties. tion or a MunicipaJity 

to perform any of the 
duties specified in the Schedule, who : 

(a) without t he written permi::;sion, 
in the City of Bombay of the Commis
sion •·!', and elsewhere of the officer 
authorized by the Municipalit.y to 
give such permission, resigns his office 
without at least two rnonths' notice 
given in writing to the Commissioner or 
to such officer, or withdm ws or absants 
hiwsolf from the du ties thereof: except 
in case of illness or accident disqu:tl ity
ing him fm· tho discharge of such clmies ; 
or 

(1,) is guilty of any wilful breach or 
neglect of any pro

• Ne[;lcct or breach of vision of' law or of 
duty. 

auy rul e or oruer 
which, as such municipal otlicor, servant 
or other por~on employed by or on he
half of the Corp01·a ti oa o1· a ?l'l.un icipality, 
it is his duty to observe or obey; 

shall forfeit ltll t.n em·s of pay then due to 
him, and, in addition to such for fe iture 
and any other penalty which may be im
posed oil hiru under any enact ment OJ' rule 
li.H· the time .being ill fiJrce, shaJl be liable, 
on · conviction lJy a :Mugistmte, t o impri
sollment which may extend to three mouths, 
o1· to fine, .,ur t o both iiUprisomuent and 
tine : 

Provided that if anv such officer, servant 
or other person prv
duces tt cet·tilicate 

signed Ly the medicll;l ofljcer appointL·•l iu 
the City ol' B ombay Ly the Commissioner, 
and elsewhere by the :iVIunicipality in thi:; 
uehalf, of a pre:;ent incapacity to pet-f'orm 
his duties which will probably eudnre f(Jr 
n month or more, t he ueces.:;ary perlllis:;ion 
to re:;ign shall forthwith be g ranted. 

Provisoes. 

Provided furthe'l: that no fee shall b0 
taken from a per,.;on ()Jt account or . ·nch 
certificatu as ai'Ui·e::;aid or of examinat ion 
in connection there\Yitl;, 

4. ( L) Any person duly authorised t o 
Power to diHpcnsu with g i\'(.J the permis

t"o montl,s' n~oticc o•· wit.h sion to resign, 
•or\'il,e• nfler toud«r of referred to in 
rcdiguaLiou. section 3 (a ).may : 

(a) at his discretion, 'accept :my : 
resignation to take effect: t a time lc,;s I 
than two mouths ti·(Jlll the da te thereof ; · , 
or 

(b) at any time after any municipal 
officei·, servant or other perso1~ empl_oyed 
as afo1·esaid, has tendered .lus resignn
tion, dispense with the serl'lces of such 
officer, servant or person. 

(2) Any such officer, serv~mt or otl~cr 
person whose services are chspensed "?th 
under sub -section 1, clause (b) shall, subJect 
to anv ao-reementin writino- 1n·eviously 1.nade 

" b "' 11 .r • between him and the Corporation o~· n'L UI~I-
cipality or its representative, be entitled, m 
addition to any wages whid~ he 1~my .have 
earned at t he date of tendermg Ins restgna
tion, t o 1 5 days' wages or to wages f~r 
such period longer t han 15 da.ys, as lm; 
services may, aJter ·sueh tender of resigna
tion, have been reta ined by the officm· 
authori sed in that behalf: 

5. (1) It shall be lawful for the Gov-
em or in Council from 

. Power _of Governor time t o- time bv notifi-
m Counc1l tv add to . . ' ·1 b 
Sched ule. cat wn m t he Born ay 

Oovernment Gazr.lte, 
t o declare that fro m a date to be fi xed 
therein, which shal.l not be le:;s than two 
months from tho date thereof, <tny specified 
clnss of duti es which concern the public 
health ur safety, shall ·be deemed t o be 
included in t.he Schedule to t his A ct, and 
from the date fixed on that behalf in such 
notiHcation t ho provisions of section 3 
sha ll apply t o all persons employed by, or 
on behalf of: the Corporation or a M uni
cipality to perf'ol'ln any duty of the class so 
specified in such notification. 

. (2) The. Governor in Council may from 
tune t o tune cancel OJ' vary sueh notific1t
tion consistently with the precedincr clause 
and with the ot her provisious of tl~i s 1.\ ct 
and. ma.y- :.I so limi t_ the. ~pe t:ar.i on of an,); 
uotlf1catwn to any i\l[umCipahty or plare 
wherein t his A ct is in operation: 

G. Every person E>mployed by or on 
. . behalf of the Corpora-

Copws o[ .act to be tion 01, aM . . 1 ... supplied ar notnin:.l ' l UUJClp~Hty 
pt·i co ~o employes. to l~erfonn, any of t he 

dut1es set l:ot·th in the 
SchcLlule, l'or t he time being in force, shall, 
on pa.ylllent of one anna, be enti tled to 
re~ei:· ~ in the C 1 ~y. of Bombay fi·om the 
l\[uni C IJX~I CommJ. ·:;wner for t he City of 
Bombay, ~-t.ld e!sewhere from the President 
ot a. lVl Hnl ~lpail.ty , n; cot1Y of this A ct and 
of. the nottficatwns ISSued thereunder, ap
ph~a~Jle to such P.erson or to the class to 
';lu.cn _h.e b,elong::;, m th~ English, Mal'!i.thi, 
Gup.mtJ, Canarese or Smdhi language. 
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SCHEDULE. 

(Vide Sectio 1~ 3 .) 

Class H.-Duties connected with the public 
safety : 

JJut·ics Whicl. 1'CitdC I' 'llw JWOVi.~ions of secl·ion 3 
applicable to the person.• emptoyccl by, or on 
behalf oj; tlw Oorpomt·ion or c~ Jl!unic·ipality 
to perform them .. 

Class I.-Duties connected with the public 
health : 

(c~) Scavenging or cleansing streets or 
premises, . 

(b) cleansing or flu shing drnius, 
(c) removing or disposing or excrementi

tious or poJlu ted matte r from houses, lata·ines, 
privies, urinals, m· cess- pools, 

(c/) rcu1oviug ca.1·ca.sses, 
(e) preventiug nuisances generally. 

Dut.ies of 
(c~) members of a fire-brigade, 
(/1) persons, however designated, omplt)yerl 

on, oa· in connection with, the maintenanc;o or 
service of nny municipal water-work, drain, 
pumping strttion or fire hydrant, including : 

(1) inspectors, 
(2) snb-inspectors, 
(3) foremen, 
( 4·) mechanics, 
( 5) drivers, 
(G) wa.tclunen, 
(7) labourers, 
(8) workmen, 

(c) la111 p-lighters. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND H.EASONS. ·· 

The necessity for the present Bill hns uristJo from the repeal of thP. 
B ombil.y :Niunicipal Act, 1872, and the omission f;·om t.he present City of Bo;,III of 

B nmbay M unicipa l Act, 1888, of the pru1•isiou coutnined in sec tion 2G7 (<t) }~'.-ill oi . 

of the repealed Act. 1sss. 

2. 'l'hat sub-section gave the powet· to make bye-laws to secUI·e "the 
regnlnr, effi cient and fai thful pel'fot·rrmnce of t.heir severa l duties by all 
oflicers and setTauts of the Uoq>oa·at iota." 'l'ill the repeal of Bombay Act 
lll of 11:!72, bye-law I'l"o. fl , made with the l'equirecl sanction, impo;,ed a 
peualty in case of nuant horised abandoumeut of du ty by cet'kLin nauu\cipal · 
sm·vauts. 

3. The power to make such bye-laws is not continued by th t: p resent Bo; Ill .,r 
Act, and the bye-law is, t her efore, Govern ment arc ad\'ised, no longer in 1888· 
force. 

4. Th e primary object of the present B ill is t hus, not so nmch to in
troduce an y new obligations, as to prov ide by legislation the penalty hi therto 
imposed under mu nicipal bye-laws. The punitory clausus · of the Bill :~re , 
it will be noted, limi ted iu t heir application to those classes of ser vanLs 
whose du ties int imately concern the public heal th or ::;aJcty. 

5. By section 3G-5 of the City of B ombay M unicipal· Act , the Com- llo. 111 .. r 
missioner is bouml to prov ide for the smface cleaning nf the city, a.ud l1.Y ISSS. 
S ection 37l :m absolutn monopoly is created as to tho employment of hal;a. 
khors The residents arc, tho)'(::l'ore, ent irely at t he mercy of the 'i\l[uuicipn-
lity in these matters, a.nd if the municipal uaaclaiu ury were to bruuk do wn 
even for n. week, the l'C:>ul t, as everybody fiunili.w with J3 om1Jay 1nust be uwa.re, 
would be most deplomble, and there would ue the g rua te::; t risk of au epi-
demic. The desired le;rislatiou may, t horefu re, bt: reganlcd as a 11eccs:mry 
corolla ry to the extens~' e puwer.:; a lruudy vu: t ed in Lhu 1nunicip:d ex ecut.i~·c llo. Jlluf 

by sections (j :! (3} (c) and •l·;l '! of the present .:\ luaiuipal Ac t. l ti!'S. 

6. The da.nger to li fe would be no less serious if thu me111bers of' the 
fire-brigade could with i1u puniLy al.ml!dun t huir duti e~; a t the momcut t hey 
were most urgcutly I'OlJHirud. 

']'ill quite l'<;cent ly the firemen in the Ci ty of Ilnan ba.y wort: mc1ubcr,.; of 
the Police,.anJ the dlh.l di.·cltargG of t heir dut ies 1\'U. ' consequently Suclli'Cd uy 
•,he law ~ p plical.l e tv the111 as part of t he gcueral l>olir;u fi, rce. :::iect i\m ;) .jfl n". 111 oi 

} f the Ci t.y iJf Bombay ~Iunieipal Ad, 1. 83:;, im1•nscs vu the CCJrpuration t he 1 88~· 
'r luty of" exting uishing fire aud prutect iug Jilu aHJ JJI'Op~rty in c:t<;C t) f tiJ·,;," 
and t he u~eucy tnnploye(l fur the purpos~ is now undut· the eo11trol of t he 
Commissionr r. There is, lto\\'o\·er, no pcnal d au:;.; tor urcach us vf di!:icipliuc 
m· neglect of duty by firemun. 



Gl THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, MAHCH 8, 1890. [PAr.T V 

7. The fire-brigade is in great measure dependent _on the supply of · 
water, and would be almost helpless if th<tt supply were mterrupted. The 
health as well as the safety ofthe entire city might, moreover, be e~dangered 
b~· an abandonment or neo-lect of duties connected with the mamtenance 

·' 0 or service of wn.ter-works. 
8. The lighting of the city also c.onc~rns the public safety, ~nd the 

consequences would be serious were it in tbe power of the lamp-hg~1~er~ , 
by refusing to perform their duty, to pl~mge the city, or any part of 1t, m 
rlarkness. 

9. In all these cases, therefore, it appem·s to be necessary to provide 
by legislation the protection which the repeal of the bye-laws has withdrawn. 

10. It is possible that hereafter, experience may show the necessity 
f·or further extending this list (see Schedule annexed to the Bill), and it is 
therefore proposed to empower the Governor in Council by notification, 
giving due warning, to extend the application of the Bill to ally class of 
duties that concern the public health or safety. The notice to be given will 
he long enough to Cl~able any one who does not approve of the terms to 
withdraw from the service. 

11. Provision is also mad~ in section 2 of the Bill for its extension on 
due warning given to any Municipal District in the Presidency. 

12. In order that all persons employed on duties, rendering them 
liable in case of wilful neglect or withdrawal, to the penalties proposed, may 
have full warning of such liability, provision has been lllade in the Bill for 
the supply to such employes of copies of the Act at a nominal price. 

6th Ma1·ch 1890. 
(Signed) R. WEST. 

By 01·de1' of Hi8 Excellency the Uight Bonoumble the Governa~· in Comtcil, 

J. J. HEATON, 
Secretary to the Council of the Governot· of Bombay 

for making Laws and Regulations. 
Bombay, 6th Ma1·clt 1890. 

i\ 
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SA1'URDAY, 8-rrr MARCH 1890. 

l!§i Seprtmte 1Jaging is given to this Pcwt, in m•tle·l' that it may be tilecl as a separate compilati~n. 

PAI~T V. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 
(To be trw1-•lalecl into .M01'Cblhi, Gu;iaraU, · Ka·1 ~a1·esc ancl S_inclh_i, on•l lh~ L·ranslalioM .Lo be 
JJUbl·islwl in the" .!Jomuay C'ovemmenl Gazelle." '1'/w Sm.clt.~.l1'W!}·'lC!LlOn lobe r·nbl1:sl.ed 
· h1 the " Sin d Ojjic·ial Ga~eltc ." 'l'he clcttes of 1JUbl-l.cettlon to be repo·rtccl.) 

r.l.'he following Bill, together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
accompanying it, is published in accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules for the 
conchict of Business at Meetings of the Council of His Excellency the Governor 
of Bombay for making Laws and Regulations:-

Bill No. 1 of 1890. 

·The Bombtty Municipal Se·rvwnts Bill. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make better 
provision in the City of Bombay and ~lsg. 
where, for the enforcement of r~g;tlatwns 
reaardino certain classes of mumc1pal ser
va~lts wl~ose functions intimately concem 
the public health or safety,. and regarding 
tl~~ duties, withdrawal fr?m duty, and leave 
of such sen·a.nts ; It 1s enacted as fol
lows:-

1. (1) This Act may be cited as "The 
Sh t t ' 1 Bombay :Municipal 
' . or 1

t e. Servants Act." 
(2) It shall come into force in the 

') Commencement and City of Bombay at 
' extent. once. 

(3) The Governor in Council may, 'O.Y 
notification in the Bomha!l Gover.T!-~nent 
Gazette, extend all or any of its prov1swns, 
0 11 and after a day not less than two IJlOnths 

v.-11 

after the dale of such notification, to !llny
municipal district in the Bombay Presi
dency. 

He may also cancel or vary such noti· 
fication consistently with the provisions of 
this .Act. 

2. (1) Unless there be something 
repugnant in the 
subject · or context, 

all words used in this Act shall have re
spectively the meanings assigned to them 

Interpretation.' 

in the ()ity of Bombay Municipal Act, Bo. III ol 
1~8. I~ 

(2) This Act shall, in so far as it affects 
. the City of Bombay, 

Ac_t .to be read wi~h be read as part of 
:Mumc1pal Acts 10 th C't f ·u b 
force e I Y o ..uom ay 

· Municipal Act, 188~, Bo. 11 of 
and, in so far as it affects any other part of tsss. 
the Presidency of Bombay, shall be read ) 
as part of the Bombay District Municipal fsi:1 0 

.Acts, 1873 and 1884. r&s..~r. 
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a. Any municipal officer, servant or 
' other person em-

Conditions as to rc- ployed by or on be
signntion, witbdmwnl h If f tl C 
and absence from speci- a O 1e orpora· 
tied dut.ies. tion or a Municipality 

to perform any of the 
duties specified in the Schedule, who : 

(a) without the written permissi~n, 
in the City of Bombay of the Cotmms
sioner, and elsewhere of the officer 
authorized by the Municipality to 
give such permission, resigns ~is ofJ!ctl 
without at least two mouths nottee 
aiven in writina to the Commissioner or 
to such officer~ or withdraws or absents 
himself from the duties thereof, except 
in case of illness or accident disqualify
ina him for the discharge of such duties; 

0 

or 
(b) is guilty of any wilful breach or 

neglect of any pro
Neglect or breach of vision of law or of 

duty. 1 1 any ru e or ore er 
which, as such municipal officer, servant 
or other- person employed b~r O!' .on _be
half of the Corporation or a Mumctpahty, 
it is his duty to observe or obey; 

shall forfeit aliMTears of pay then due to 
him and · in addition to ·such forfeiture , 
and 'any ~ther penalty. which may be im
posed on him· under any enactment 01: ntle 
tor the time bein(l' in force, shall be hable, 
on conviction by

0 

a Magistrate, to impri
sonruent which may extend to three months, 
or to fine, or to both imprisonment and 
fine : 

Provided that if any snell officer, ·servant 
. or other person pro-

Pronsoes. duces a certificate 
signed by the medical officer~ appo_in~ed in 
the City of Bombay by the. qom_nns~wne~, 
and elsewhere by the Mumcrpahty m tins 
behalf, oii a present incapacity to perform 
his duties which will probaqly endm:e _for 
a month or more, the necessary pernHsswn 
to resign shall forthwith be granted. 

Provided further that no fee shall be 
taken from a person on account of such 
certificate as aforesaid ot· of exmuinution 
in connection therewith. 

4. (1) Any person duly authorised to 
Powor to dispense with give t.he permis

two months' nutice ot• with sion to resign, 
~erviccs Rftcr t~ndcr of refel'l·ed to in 
l'csignat.ion. section3 (ct ), may : 

(a) ~t his discretion, acce_Pt any 
resignatiOn to take effect at a tnue les:> 
than two months from the date thereof; 
or 

(b) at any time after any municipal 
officer servant or other person employed 
as afo;·esaid has tendered his resigna
tion, dispen~e with the services of su_ch 
officer, servant or person. 

(2) Any such officer, serv?'nt or otl~er 
person whose services are dtspensed '~1th 
under Sub-section 1, clause (b) shall, subJeC~ 
to any agreementinwritingpre~iously ma~{,1 
between him and the CorporatiOn o: Mu~r ' 
cipality or its representati_ve, be entrtled, m 
addition to any wages wlucl~ he ~1ay _have 
earned at the date of tendel'lng Ius restgna-
t ion to 15 days' wa(l'es or to wages for 

' 0 h' such 11eriod lonO'er than 15 days, as IS 
0 f . services may after such tender o rcstgna-

tion, have been retained by the ofticer 
authorised in that behalf; 

· 5. {1) It shall be lawful for the Gov
ernor in Council from 

Power of Governor time to time by·notifi-
. C 'I t add to ' m onoct {I cation in the Bombay 
Schedolo. 

Gove1'nrnent Gazette, 
to declare that from a date to be fixed 
therein, which shall not be less than two 
months from the date thereof, any specified 
class of duties which concern the public 
health or safety, shalr be deemed to be 
included in the Schedultl to this Act;· and 
from the date fixed_ on that behalf in such 
notific!!-tion the provisions of section 3' 
shall apply to all persons employed by, or 
on bQhalf of, the Corporation or a l\funi
cipality to perform any duty of the class so 
specified in such notification. . 

· . (2) The. Governor in Council may [rom 
time to trme cancel or vary such notifica
tion consistently with the preceding clause 
and with the other provisions of this .Act, 
and may also limit the operation of any 
notification to n.uy Municipality or place 
wherein this Act is in operation. 

6. Every person employed by or o·n 
· behalf of the Cm·pom-

CoJ?ies of Act 1o. be tion or a Municipalitv 
snpphe<l n1. t~orumnl t , ,L' • f 1", 

rice to ~mployus . o pe1101 m any o t ltl 
P duties set forth in the 
Schedule, for the time being in fo1·ce, shall, 
on pa.yment of one anna, be entitled to 
receive in the Crty of Bombay from the 
:Municipal Commissioner for the Uity of 
Bombay, and elsewhere from the Pl'esident 
of a :Municipality, a copy of this Act and 
of the notifications issued thereunder, ap
plicable to such person or to the class to 
whicli he belongs, in the English, Mar:i.thi, 
Gujarati, Canarese or Sindhi language. 
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SCHEDULE. 

(Ville SecUon 3.) 

Class !I.-Duties connected with the public 
safety: 

Duties which ?·enilo?' the Jl?'OV1'sions of section 3 
a·11plicable to the pc1·sons employed by, or on 
behalf of, tl•c Oo•·po·ration or a ;llunicipaUty 
to Jlclform them .. 

Class I.-Duties connected with the public 
health: 

(c~) Scavenging or cleansing streets or 
premises, 

(b) cleansing or flushing drains, 
(c) removing or disposing of excrementi

tious or polluted matter from houses, lntrines, 
privies, urin~·ls, or cess-pools, 

(d) t•owovmg carcasses, 
(e) preventing nuis,ances generally. 

Duties of 
(a) members of a fire-brigade, 
(b) persons, however designated, employed 

on, or in connection with, the maintenance or 
service of any municipal water-work, drain, 
pumping station or fire hydrant, including: 

(1) inspectors, 
(2) sub-inspectors} 
(3) foremen, 
(4) mechanics, 
(5) drivers, 
(6) watchmen, 
(7) labourers, 
(8) workmen, 

(c) lamp-lighters. · 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The necessity for the present Bill has arisen from the repeal of thP. 
Bombay :Municipal Act, 1872, and the omission from the present City of Bo. lll of 

Bombay Municipal Act,,d888, of the provision contained in section 267 (cc) 1~2ino£ 
of the 'i:epealed Act. 1888. 

2. That sub-section gave the power• to make bye-laws to secure "the 
regular, efficient and faithful performance of their several duties by all 
officer·s and ser·vants of the Cor·poration." Till the 1·epeal of Bombay Act 
lli of 1~72, bye-law No. 9, made with the required sanction, imposed a 
peualty in case of unauthorised abandonment of duty by certain municipal 
servants. 

3. The power to make such bye-laws is not continued by the present 
Act, and the bye-law is, therefore, Go\ernment are advised, no longer in Do: 1ti of 
force. . 1888. 

4. The primary object of the present Bill is thus, not so much to in
troduce any new obligations, as to provide by legislation the penalty hitherto 
imposed under municipal bye-laws. The punitory clauses of the Bill are, 
it will be noted, limited in their application to those classes of servants 
whose duties intimately concern the public health or safety. 

5. By section 365 of the City of Bombay :Niunicipal Act, the Com-Bo. lli of 

missioner is bound to provide for the surface cleaning of the city, and by 1888· 
Section 371 an absolute monopoly is created as to the employment of hahi.l-
khors. 'l'he residents are, therefore, entirely at the mercy of the Municipa-
lity in these matters, and if the rn,unicjpa~ _mncl~inery were to break down 
even for a week, the result, as everybody fanuhar wrth Bombay must be aware, 
would be most deplorable, and there would be' the greatest risk of an epi-
demic. The desired legislation may, therefore, be regarded as a necessary 
coroll.ary to the exten:;ive powm;~ already vested i.n.thu municipal executive 
by sections 64 (3) (c) and 4·34 of the present Mumcrpal Act. ~8s~II of 

6. 'L'he' dmwer to life would be no less serious, if the members of the 
fire-bricrade could with impunity abandon their duties at the moment they 
were n~ost urgently required. 

Till quite recently the firemen .in t~r e Ci~y of Bombay were members of 
the Police and the ·due discharge of then· dutJUs was cow;equeutly !:iecured by 
the law applicable to them as part of the guneral Police force. Section 3;:,1.1 
uf the City of Bombay i\Iunicipal Act, 1888, imposes on the Corpomtion the r.o. 111 <>£ 

duty of" extinguishing fire. and protecting !ife and property in case of fire," 1838
· 

and the ac•ency emploved for the purpos~ Is now nuder the control of the 
Commissi~ncr. Ther~ is, however, no penal clause for breaches of discipline 
or neglect of duty by firemen. 
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7. The fire-brigade is in ..,.reat measure dependent on the supply of 
water, and would be almost helpless, if that supply were interrupted . . 'l'he 
health as well as the safety of the entire city might, moreover, be endangered 
by an abandonment or neglect of du_ties connected with the maintenance 
or service of water-works. . 

8. · The lighting of tl~e city als? ~oncerns the public safety, ~i.1d the 
consequences would be senous were It m the power of the lamp-hgh.ter.s, 
by refusing to perform their duty, to plunge the city,_ or any part of It, m 
darkness. 

9. In all these cases, therefore, it appears to be necessai'Y to provide 
by legislation the pmtection which the repeal of the bye-laws has withdrawn. 

10. It is possible that hereafter, experience may show the necessity_ 
for further extending this list (see Schedule annexed to the Bill), and it is 
therefo~·e proposed to empower the Governor in Council by notification, 
..,.iving due warning, to extend the application of the Bill to any class of 
duties that concern the public health or s!l.fety. The notice to be given will 
be long enough to enable any one who does not approve of the terms to 
withdraw from the servioe. 

·11. •Provision is also made i~ section 2 of tlie Bill for its extension on 
due warning given to any Municipal District in the Presidency. 

· <> 

12. · In order that all persons employed on duties, rendering them 
liable in case of wilful neglect or withdrawal, to the penalties proposed, may 
have full warning of such liability, provision has been ninde in the Bill for 
the supply to such employes of copies of the "Act at a nominal price. 

6th Ma1·ch 1890. 
(Signed) R. W EST. 

By o1·de1' of IHs Excellency the Right Bonoumblo the Govemo1· in Council, 

• J. J. HEATON, 
Secretary to tbe Council of the Governor of Bombay 

for making Laws and Regulations. 

Bombay, 6th lJfcwch 1890. 


