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THE 

~nmba~ . ®nnrrnmrnf OOa.rdfr. 
@ u b 1 i s h e d h ll ~ u .flt o I' i t Jl. 

THURSDAY, 4TH AUGUST 1870. 

~Separate paging is given to tltis Part, i11 order tliat it mag be filed as a Slparate compilation. 

PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE C.OVERNMEMT 0 F l MD\ A· 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT: 

The following Dill was introduced into the 
Council of the Gove1•nor General of J ndia for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
19th July 1870, and was referred to a Select 

·committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in ·one month :-

I 

Bill No. ·15 of1870. 

A Bill to consolidatr. aud amend the law !'elating 
to Coinage and the J!1int. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and 
amend the law relating 

Preamble. to coinage and the mint ; 
It is. hereby enacted as 
follows:-

[.-Preliminar!J. 

I. This Act may be 
Shot·t title. called "The Indian 

Coinage Act, 1870." 

2. The enactments 
Repcol of enactments. specified in the Schedule 

hereto are repealed. 

3. In this Act the expression" Mint" includes 
' the Mints at Calcutta, 

Interpretotiou clause. at Bombay, and at such 
· other places (if any) as 

the Governor General in Council shall, by notifi
cation in the Gazette of India, from time to time 

·direct. 
vr:-73 

I/.-Gold Coinage. 

Gold coins. 

4. 'rhe under-men-
tioned gold coins only 
shall be coined at the 
Mint:-

(1.)-A gold mohur or fifteen-rupee piece. 
(2.)-A five-rupee piece equal to a third of a 

gold mohur. 
(3. )-A ten-rupee piece equal to two-thirds of a 

gold mohur. 
(4.)-A thirty-rupee piece or a double gold 

mohur. 

The weight of the said gold mohur shall be one 
, . . hundred and eighty 
rhc1r wc1ght and stand- grains Troy and the 

nrd. standard shah be as fol
lows :-eleven-twelfihs or one hundred and sixty
five grainK of pure gold, and one-twelfth or fifteen 
gmins of alloy. 

The other gold coins shall be of proportionate 
weight and of the same standard. 

111.-Silver Coinage. 

5. The under-mentioned silver coins only 

Silver coins. shall be coined at the 
Mint:-

(l.) A rupee to be called the Government 
Rupee. 

(2.) A half rupee. 
(3.) A quarter rupee, or four-anna piece. 
(4.) An eighth of a rupee, or two-anna piece. 



The weight of the Government Rupee shall be 
one hundred and eighty 

Their weight and stand- Troy, and the standard 
nrd. p;rains shall be as follows 
-eleven-twelfths or one hundred and sixty-five 
grains of pure silver, and one-twelfth or fifteen 
jrrnins of alloy. 

The other silver coins shall he of proportionate 
weight and of the same standard. 

JV.-Corper Coinage. 
6. The under-mentioned copper coins only 

shall be coined lit the 
Copper coins. Mint:-

(1.)-A double pice or half anna. 
(2.)-A pice or quarter anna. 
(3.)-A half pice or one-eighth of an annn. 
(4.)-A pie, being one-third of a pice or one-

twelfth of an anna. 
The copper coins so coined shall be respectively 

of the followin"' weh:hts :-
A double pi;e sh~ll weigh two hundred grains_ 

Troy. 
The pice shall wPigh one hundred grains Troy. 
The half pice shall weigh fifty ~?:rains Troy. 
The pie shall weigh thirty-three and one-third 

grains Troy. 

JT.-DevicPs 011 Coins. 

,, Until the C1ovcrnnr General in Council 
shall otherwise order 

Present dc••iccs on coins. undPr the power hereinaf-
ter confe!Tcd, the gold, 

silve1· and copper coins coined under this Act 
shall bear on the obverse the likeness and the 
name of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and the 
inscription "Victoria Queen," and on the reverse 
the design~tion of the coills in English fillrd by 
the word ''India" with such date and embel
lishments on each coin as the Gov'emor General in 
Council shall from time to time direct. 

8. The Governor General in Council may, 
. from time to tinH', by 

de~~;.~r to or<lcr other nolific~tion. in the Gau.lc• 
qf Inclta, dtrect the com

ing and issuing of all coins authorized by this 
Act, and prescribe in lieu of the liker.ess and 
inscription hereinbefore mentioned, such other 
likeness and inscription for all !>r any of the said 
t•oin& as he shall think fit. 

VI.-Legal Tender. 

9. No "old coin thai! 
Golu coin not n lcgnl be a le!!al ~cnder in JlnY· 

h:nclrr. ...., 
mentor on account: , 

Provided that the coins mcntioued in section 
l'ro•·iso ns to sums due four shall 'be 1:e<;cived i.n 

to Gowrnmcht. all the treasunes of lln-
. . · tish India and it~ dPpen·-

<lenctes, m payment of sums due to the Govem
ment accorciing to the values therein mentioned, 

and that sovereigns nml half soverci"n~ of t'UITent 
•~eight coined at'an~ authorised Hgyal ~1 int in 
I:.ngland or Austraha shall be rcc~iv•· d in such 
lreasurie~ in payn.cnt of su1~1s ~o due as the cqui~ 
,·alents of such -.ums respectively as the Govemor 
General of India in Council shall, bv notification 
in the · Ga::Pllt rif ludia, from lime"to time prt>
~cllbe. 
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10 The said n1pee and l1alf rupee slmll be a 
• d · ment Silver coins n lcgnltcn- legal ten er 

1
m pay 

dcr. or ·on accoun : 

Provided that the coin shall not ha':e los~ more 
than two per cent. in weight; ond prov1ded 1t shall 
not have been chipped or filed, or h~ve been defaced 
or diminished, otherwise than by use• 

The quarter rupee and eighth ?f!,! rupee shall 
he legal tender only for the .fraCii?nS ~t a ruree, 
subject to the provisions ment10ned lll th1s sectiOn. 

J I. The double pice shall be a legal tender 
for n thirty-second part 

Copper coin ho>v to bo of a rupee or for half an/ 
lcgnl tender. anna; the pice for a 
sixty-fourth part of a rupee or for on~·fourth of an 
anna; the half pice for the one hundr~d nnd 
twenty-eighth part or a rupee or for one-e1ghth of 
an nnnaj 

and the pie for an hundred and ninety-second 
part of a rupee or the twelfth of an anna: 

Provided that none of the said copper coins 
shall be a legal lender, except fo1· 'the fractions of 
a rupee. 

12. All silver coin of the weight and standard 
· spreified in the Act~ No. 

Coin coinc<l uuo\er for- XV II. of 1835 and No. 
mer Acts still to he lcgnl X X[. of 1838, issued since 
tcn<lcr. . the passing of those Acts, 
respecti>·ely, and before the first day of Novem
ber 186~, and declared by those Acts, rE'spectively 
to be a lf:'gal tender, 

and all COJ' per coins of the weight specified in 
Acts No. XXL of 1835, No. XXII. of 1844, and 
i'/o. XVII. of 1855, issued since the passing of 
those Acts, respectively, and before the first day 
of November I H62, and declarrd by these Acts, 
respectively, to be n legal tender, 

shall continue to be a legal tender for the 
amounts thereof; re~peetively, subject to the same 
conditions and provisions as under those Acts, 
re~pectively, anylhing herein contained notwith-
standing. · 

VJI.-Diminislted, Cotmfnjeit, or Called.in Co'in. 

13. When any coin purpoiting to be coinrd 

D , . . . and issued under the cu1cmg ccrtnu1 eoms. I . f I G . aut IOI'Ity o t 1e ovem-
men~ of India is ·tendered to any person being a 
pubhc servant as df:'fined by . the · Indian Penal 
Code, who has rPason to believe it to be dimin-

. ished whether by reasonable \l'carinO' or otherwioe 
or to b.e count('rfeit, or to be called:'in by any pro'
clamatlol~, he sh;dl cut, break or d~face such coin, 
Ol' cause 1t to be cut, broken or defaced. 

14. If any · coin so en!, l•roken or d~faced has 
Loss · of dcfucc<l coin. h~en diminished other-

. . \\' ISe than by reasonable 
weanng:, Ol' '.s counterfeit, or hns been called-in hy 
a (ll'llclamat10n, the person tendering- the ~nme 
shall bear the loss tlwreof. · 

131)t if it has been diminished only by reagon
, . . . able wearing, or is of due 

Itcre~pt of <irfncc<l cmn wri"ht and has . 1 nt rntc. . . o ' ' . .. leen 
. cmned a~1d ts~u('d by the 

authonty of the Govemmeilt ol lndta, and has 
_not been called-in by any proclamation, the person 
cutting, breaking or defacing the same shall ·recei\'e 
it at the rate it was coined lor. ' 



15. Any dispute> whether coin so cut, broken 
Adju<licntion of clisputes or defaced be diminished 

by Police illngistrnte, or by in manner aforesaid, or 
nny person exercising i\Ia- counterfeit, or called-in, 
gisterinl power•· shall be heard and finally 
determined, within the limits of the presidency 
towns by a Magistrate of Poli~e, and, without 
those limits, by any person exercising powers not 
less than those of a subordinate Magistrate of the 
first class. 

217 

16. All public servants are hereby indemnified 

I d ·• · f bl' for anything done before 
n cmm,lc..'ltton o pu 1c tl . "' f tl . , \ t 

servants for nnything done 1e. passm_., o n~ f C , 
before passing of Act. winch mt~ht lawfully 

have been done if this 
Act had been in force; and no suit Ol' other pro
ceeding shall be maintained arrainst any such per
son in respect of anything so done. 

V Ill.-Duty on Coinage of Bullion. 

17. A duty shall be levied at the rate of one 
rupee peo· cent. at the 

Duty onprocluccofgold Mint on the produce of 
bullion. all go ld bullion and on all 

gold coin. 

18. All silver bullion or coin (not being struck 
Duty on proclncc of sil- at the Mint) which may 

vcr bullion. be delivered into the Mint 
foo· coinage, shall be sub

ject to a duty at the rate of two per cent. on the 
produce of such bullion o1· coin, and the amount of 
r.uch duty s.hall be deducted from the return to be 
made to the proprietor. 

19. Any person may have his silver bullion or 
A<lditionnl cluty for coin- coin converted into halves 

ing half or quarter rupees. or quarters of a Gov_e~·n-
ment rupee on cond1t1on 

of paying a duty at the rate of one per cent. in 
addition to the duty of two per cent. imposed 
under section eighteen. 

20. The Mint Master, on the delivery of gold 
Ccrtificntc for produce ?r silver l~ullion m: coin 

of hulliou. mto the M mt for comn~e, 
shall grant to the propl'ie

tor a receipt which shall entitle him to a certificate 
from the Assay NI aster fur the net produce of such 
bullion or coin payable at the Gene'ral Treasury. 

. The Guvemor General in Council may, from 
lime to time, determine by notification in the 
Gaulle of India the pel'iod for which such certi
ficates shall run, 

21. The proprietor of any gold or ~ilveo· hui-

Withdrnwnl of bullion. lion ~r coin :'0 de!iver~d 
,- for comage, who 1s dts-

/.. satisfied with the r\ssay Master's repr11·t of it~ 
value, may withdraw such bullion or coin without 
hein~ subject to tire duties on coinuge imposed by 
this Act-

22. For all gold bullion or coin, equal to, or 

E 
. I r . II I I better than, the staudanl 

atnm cnt .or go< 111 - 'I d r 
lion ~qnal tJ or better than prescn )e ~or the gold 
stnndanl. mohur by tlus Act, which 

may be broug·ht to tl•c 
l\'1 int for coina~e, a number of ~olrl mohurs coined 
under this Act, or Act No. XV I I. of I 8;15, or of 
the hal.-es :.nd qu•u'lers of such mohms, equal, as 
nearly as may he, to tlie proc_luce of such bulli?n, 
shall be returned to the proprtetor after deductmg 
the said duty of one per cent. 

23. All gold bullion or coin inferior to the same 
. standard, which may be 

Charge for rcfinmg. brought- to the Mint for 
coinage, shall, in addition to the same duty, be 
subject to such charge on account of the loss and 
expense of refining, to~ether with such deduction 
on account of the inferiority of standard, as the 
Goyern~r ~eneral of India in Council may, by 
notoficatton m the Gazette ~f l11dia, from time to 
prescribe. 

SCHEDULE. 

Number nnd year of 
enactment. 

Title or subject of enactment. 

Ucngnl Regulation 
JS12. 

Dcngnl Regulation 
or 1818. 

II. o A Regulation for levying n dutv 
' ou the coinage of silver bullion 

nncl on the re-coiun~c of rupees, 
nnd other coins wirll certain ex
ceptions nt the i\[ints estab
lished at Calcutta, Furrucka
hnd, nnd Dena res; for defining 
the weight and standard of the 
Deunrcs Rupee; for modifying 
the rates of duty at present 
lcvic<l in the coinage of gold 

. bullion in the Mint of Calcutta; 
and also for cstnhlishinf( ccrtnin 
rules for the conduct of the 
business of the nbo,•e-mcntion
ed Mints, respectively. 

XIV. A Regulation for altering the 
stnndard of the Cnlcutto sicca 
Rupee and Golrl mohur, and 
fo•· further modifying some of 
the rules in force rcspcctiu<> 
those coins. 

0 

llcn~nl Regulation V. o ,\ Regulation for modifyin<> ccr-
1819. . tain parts of the rules i.i' force 

in regar<l to the conduct of the 
business of the Mints subordi
nate to this presidency. 

Act XVII. of i835. Gold and silver coinage. 

Act XIII. of I f6!?. An Act to provirlc fo1• a new sih·e•· 
nnd n new copper coiungc. · 

STATE~IENT oF OnJECTs AND Rll.lSO!jS. 

The primllry object of this Bill is to make pro
vision for delacing light-weight, counterfc,it and 
called-in coiu. This it proposes to do by threP 
sections (13, 14 and 15), modelled on the Statutes 
24 & 25 Vic., c. 95, s. 26, and 33 Vic., c. 10, s. 7. 
· The opportunity ha~ been taken of. consolidating 
the three 13engall1cgulations (II. of 1~12, XI\' . of 
18 18, and V. of 18HI) and the two Acts (XVII. of 
1 H35, and X l I I. of J'!:l(i:.!), in which the law re
lating to the i\1 int and the coinage of British 

, India is now contained. The notification of 21:lth 
October ll:l6li, as to r<'ceiving sovereign~ 1ond 
other gold pieces in payment of sums- due to 
Govt•mment, lm~ also been embodied in the Dill. 
The pro,·is ions as tn the relative "alue of the old 
silveo· coins anrl as to ~~ontmct.; for payment or 
Calcutta sicca rupees, which arc found in Act 
XVI I. of I !l35, have been omitted as obsolete. 

(Si~n~d) J. F. STEPHEN. 

SDII •. \; } 
'l'he 24(1. Jltay 18i0. 

\VH!TLE\' STOKES, 

Secretary to the CoMcil of tile Govemor Gentral 
.for uutl1ing Laws and Regulati0/1.$. 

Printed and Pnblishcd for Go,·ernmcnt nt the llo>tBAY EDUCATION Socu:TY's Pa~ss, !Jyc:llla. 

I 
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[Published with tile ".Bombay Government Gazelle " of the 11 tit August 1870.] 

PART VI. 
B I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E NT 0 F IN D I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
The following l3il\ was introduced into the 

• Council of the Governor General of India for the 
, . purpose of making Laws and HegulRtions on the 

19th July \!!70, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in one month:-

Bill No. 16 of 1870. 

A Bill to collM&Iidatr and amend tl1e lau· relating 
· to Coinage and tl1e Jliint. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and 
amend the lnw relating 

Prcnmb\e, to coinage and the mint ; 
It is hereby enact~d as 
follows:-

I.-Preliminary. 
1. This Act may be 

Short title. called "The Indian 
Coinage Act, 1!170." 

2. The enactments 
Repeal of enactments. specified in the Schedule 

hereto are rPpenled. 

3. In this Act, the expres~ion" (\'lint" includes 
the Mints at Culcutta, 

Interprctntion clnuse. at Bombay, nnd at such 
other places (if any) as 

the Governor General in Council shall, by notifi
cation in the Gazette qf lndvJ, -from time to time, 
direct. 

II.-Gald Coinage. 
~ The nnda-mc~ 

boned gold coins only 
Gold coins. shall be coined at the 

.Mint:-
(l)-A gold mohur or fifteen-rupee piece. 
(2)-A five-rupee piece, equal to u third of a 

gold mohur. 
(3 )-A ten-rupee piece, equal to two-thirds of n 

gold mohur. 
(4)-A thirty-rupee piece or a double gold 

mohur. 
The weight of the said gold mohur shall be one 

. ~ . . hundred and eighty 
~'Thc1r wc&ght ond stnud- . 'f oy and tlJe ar<l. graws r , 

. standard shall be as fol-
)ows:-eleven-twelfths or one hundred and sixty
five grains of pure gold, and one-twelfth or fifteen 
grains of alloy, 

The other gold coins shall be of proportionate 
weight and of the same standard. 

/!I.-Silver Coinage. 

5. The undermentioned silver coins only 
shall be coined at the 
Mint:-Sill'er coins. 

to be called the Government (I) A rupee 
Rupee. 

(2) A hal( rupee. 
(3) A quarter rupee, or four-anna piece. 
(4) An eighth of a rupee, or two-anna piece. 

VI.-73 a 

The weight of the Government Rupee shall be 
one hundred and eighty 

Their weight nncl stuncl- grains Troy, and the 
nrcl. standard shall be as fol
lows-eleven-twelfth~ or one hundred and sixty
five grains of pure silver, and one-twelfth or 
fifteen grains of alloy. . 

The other silver coinH shall be of proportionate 
weight. and of the same standard. 

IV.-Copper Coinage. 
6. The undermentioned copper coins only 

C . shall be coined at the 
opper coms. Mint:-

(1)-A double pice or half anna. 
(:l)-A pice or quarter anna, 
(3)-A half pice or one-eighth of an anna. 
(4)-A pie, being one-third of a pice or one-

twelfth of an anna. 
The copper coins so coined shall be respectively 

of the following wei~hts :-
A d~~ble pice shall weigh two hundred grains 

lroy. . 
The pic~ shall weigh one hundred grains Troy. 
The half pice shall weigh fifty grains Troy. 
The pie shall weigh thirty-three and one-third 

grnins Troy. 

V.-Devices OIL Coins. 

"i. Unt.il the Hovernor General in Council 
shall otherwise order 

Present <lcviccs on coins. under the power hereinaf-
ter conferred, the gold, 

silve1· and copper coins coined under this Act 
shall bear on the obverse the likeness and the 
name of U er Majesty Queen Victoria, and the 
in~cription " Victoria Queen," and on the reverse 
the designation of th!:' coin~ in Engli~h filled hy 
the word '' India" with such date and embel
li~hments on each coin a• the Gnvcrnot· General iu 
Council shall from tiln!! to time direct. 

8. The Governor General in Council may, 
Power to order other frot~ ti~e . to time, by 

devices nollficat&on 10 the Ga:ettr. 
· qj I1ulia, direct the coin-

ing and issuing of nil coins au 
Act, and prescribe in lieu of 
inscription h.ereinbefore 
iikeness and inscription for all or any 
coins as he shall think fit. 

VI.-Lcgal Tender. 

9. No gold coin shall 
Go\cl c•Jin not a lcgnl b I 

tender. e a ega! •~•Hier in pay-
ment or on account: 

Provided that the coins mentioned in section 
Proviso os to sums due fout· shall be ~ecei ved i.n 

to Government. all the t.reasurt~s of Bri-
tish Indta and 1ts depen· 

dencies, in payment of suDJs due to the Govern
ment according to the values therein mentioned, 
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and that sovereigns nnd half sovereigns of current 
,veight coined at any authorised !loyal Mint in 
England or Australia shall be received in such 
troosuries in payment of sums so due as the equi
valents of such sums respectively as the Governor 
~enernl of India in Council shall; by notification 
m the Gazette qf india, from time to lime .pr<>
scribe. 

10. The said rupell and half rupee shall be a 
Sil.-cr coins n legnl ten- legal tender in payment 

•lCI. or on account: 

Provided that the coin shall not have lost more 
than two per cent. in weight; und provided it shall 
not have been chipped or filed, or have been defaced 
or diminished, otherwise than· by use. 

The quarter rupee and eighth of a rupee shall 
be Ieo-ni tender only for the fraclions of a rupee, 
subje~t to the provisions mentiouecl in this sect1on. 

I I. Tl1e double pice shall be a legal tender 
for n thirty·sccond pa rt 

Copper coin how to be of a rup~e Ot' for half an 
legnl tender. anna ; the pice for a 
sixty-fourth part of a rupee or for une-fomth of an 
anna; the half pice for the one hundred nml 
twenty-eighth part or a rupee or for one-eighth of 
an anna; · 

and the pie for an hundred and nincly·~econd 
part of a rupee or the twdflh of an anna: 

Provided that none. of the said coppet· coins 
shall be a ·legal tender, except for the fractions of 
a rupee. 

·12. All silver coin of the weight and standard 
specified in the Actg ~o. 

Coin coi~ed under for- XV II. of 1835 and No. 
mer Acts sttll to be lcgnl XX I of lli3R iss d . 
rcuUer. ' . . '· ue Since 

the passwg oJ those Acts, 
respecli\·ely, anti before the first day of Novem
ber l tl6~, and declared by those Acts, respectively 
to l.te a legal tender, 

and all copper coins of the weig.ht Epecified in 
Acts No. XXI. of 18a5, No. XXII. of 1!!44, und 
~o. XV I I. of 1855, issued since the passina of 
those Acts, respectively, and before the first "day 
of November 1!!62, and declared by the~e Acts 
respectively, to be a legal tender, ' 

shall continue to be a le"al tender for the 
amounts thereof, respectively,

0

subject to the same 
conditions and provi@ions as under those Acts 
respectively, anything herein contained notwith~ 
standing. 

VJI.-IJimiuislted, Cou11terjeit, or Called-in Coin. 

any coin purporting to be coined 
and issued under the 

• authority of,the Govern
Ill tendered to any person beino· a 
as d!·lined by the Indian Pe~al 

has reason to believe it to be dimin-
. whether by ~ell3onable wearing or obhenvise, 

m to b~ counterfett, or to be called-in by any pro
clamatto~, be shall cut, break or deface such coin, 
or cause 1t to be cut, broken or defaced. 

14. If any. coin so cut, broken or defaced has 
Loss of defaced coin. b~en diminished other-

wtse than by reasonable 
wearing, ot• is counterfeit, or has been called-in by 
a pvoclamation, the person tendering the same 
~hall bear the loss thereof. 

But if it has been diminished only by rea~on~ 
able wearing, Ol' is of due 

Ucccipt of Mfnce<l coin weight, and has been 
ot rntc. coined and i~sued by the 
authority of the Government of India, and has 
not been called-in by any proclamation, the per~on 
cutting, breaking or defacin~ the same shall recetve 

. it at the rate it was coined lor. 

I 5. Any disputes whether coin so cu.t, .u1:oken 

A)
. 

1
. 

1
. f 1. 1 or defaced be dtm•mshed 

l)ll< JCR 1011 0 I ISpU CS • f "d 
by Police il"iugistJ·n~c, or ~y m man~~r n oresa1 , .or .,:\ 
any person cxcrctsmg Mn- counterlett, or called-Ill , 
gistcrial powers. ~hall be heard and finally 
determined, within the limits of the presidenc)• 
towns by a lVlagistrale of Poli~e, and, without 
those limi t•, by any person excrcisin'! powers not 
less than those of a subordiuate Magistrate of the 
first class. 

16. All public servants are hereby indemnified 

I
. 

1 
· o • f 11. for anything· done IJefore· 

m cmnwcntJOn o pu > 1c I 1 • f . 
scrvnuts for anything done t •e. I assm.g o tins Act, 
~cforc passing of Act. winch mtght lawfully 

have been done if this 
Act had been in force; and no suit or other pro
ceeding shall be maintained against any such per
son in respect of anything so done. 

VJJI.-Duty on Coi11age of Bullio11. 

17. A duty shall be levied at the rate of one 
rupee pet· cent. at the 

Duty onpronucc of gold Mint on the produce of 
bullion. all gold bullion and on all 

gold coin. ' >;; 

18. All, silver bullion ot· coin (nof beino- struck 

Duty on produce ofsil- at the. M.int~ wh~h m.ay 
vc•· bullion. be dehvered mto the l\1mt 
. for coinage, shall be sub-
Ject to a duty at the rate of two per cent. on the 
produce of such bullion Ol' coin, and the' amount of 
~uch duty shall be deducted from the return to be 
made to the proprietor. 

19. Any person may have his silver bullion or 
A•lllitionnllluty for coin- coin converted into halves 

ing hnlf or qunrter rupees. or quarters of a · Govern-
. ment rupee on condition 

of ~a)'mg a duty at the rate of one per cent. in 
addttron to the duty of two per cent. imposed 
under section eighteen. 

20.. The Mint Master, o? the deli~ery of g~!d 
Certificate for produce ?r Stiver ~ulhon or cttm 

of bullion. mto the M mt for coino5e, 
. . sha!l gra!1t to the proprie-

tor a rece1pt wluch shall entitle lum to a certificate 
fron~ the Ass.ay Ma~ter fur the net produce of such 
bulhon or com payable at the General Treasury. ~ 

. The Gu.vernor Gen~ral in Council may, from 
ttme t<> tune, detcrmme by notification in the 
Gazelle of India the period for which such certi-
ficates shall run. . 

21. · The proprietor of any gold or silver bul
Withdrawol of bullion. l!on ~r coin so de.livered 

for comage, ·who rs dis
satisfied with. the Assay Master's report of its 
value, may wtthdraw such bullion or coin without 
being- subject to the duties on coiua<>e imposed by 
this Act. " · 
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22. For all gold bullion or coin, equal to, or 
better than, the standard 
prescribed for the gold 
mohur by this Act, which 
rna y be· brought to the 

Equirnlcnt for gold lml
lion equnl to or better than 
standard. 

Mint for coinage, a number of e:olrl mohurs coined 
under this Act, or Act No. XVII. of 18:35, 01· of 
the halves :tnd qu•trters of snch mohurs, equal, as 
nearly as may be, to the produce of such bullion, 
shall be retumed to the proprietor after deducting 
the said duty of one per cent. 

2:3. All rrold bullion o1· coin inferior to the same 
. 

0 
. standard, which may be 

Charge fo•· rcfiumg. brought to the Mint for 
coinage, shall, in addition to the same duty, be 
subject to such char~e on account of the loss and 
expen' e of refining, together with such deduction 
on account. of the inferiority of staudard, as the 

· Govemor General of India in Council may, by 
notification in the Gazette of bdia, from tione to 
time prescribe. 

SCHEDULE. 

Number and yca1· of 
cnnctmcnt. Title or subject of cuactmeot. 

llen~nl Regulation 
1812. 

H. of A Regulation for le.-yiug n duty 
on the coinage of sih·c•· bullion 
nnd on the l'e.coiun~c of rupees, 
nnd other coins with ccl'tain ex
ceptions ,,t the i\lints cstnb· 
lishe<l nt Cnlcuttn, Furruckn-

• hnd, and Deunres; for defining 
the weight and standitrd of the 
Dcnnrcs Rupee; for modifying 
the rates of duty at present 
levied in the coiungc of gold 
bullion in the Mint of Cnlcuttn; 
nnd nlso for cstnh)ishin~ ccrtnin 
rules for the conduct of the 
business of the nho.-c-mcntionccl 
Mints, respectively. 
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Number and year of 
cnnctmcnt. Title or subject of enactment. 

Bengnl Regulation 
or 1818. 

XIV. A. Rcgulntion for nltering the 
standnr<l of the Cnlcuttn siccn 
Uupee ond Gol<\ mob1n, and 
for further tno<lifying some of 
the rules in force respecting 
those coins. 

Denj!nl Regulation V. o 
1819. 

Act XVII. of !835. 

Act XIII. of 1 S62. 

A Rcgnlntion for mo,lif}•ing cer
tain pnrts of the rules in force 
in regard t.o the conduct of the 
hu•incss of the Mints stthordin
nte to this presidency. 

Gol<l nnd sih•cr coinngc. 

,\n ;\ct to provirlc fol' n new sih·cr 
nml n new copper coinu~c. 

Sl'ATE~IENT oF OnJEc·rs AND REAsoN .. 

The primary object of this Bill is to make pro
vision for defacing li!'ht-weight, •·ounterl~it and 
called-in roiu. This it proposes to do by three 
sections (I 3, 14, and I 5), modelled on the Statutes 
24 & 25 Vic., c. 95, s. 2ti, and 33 Vic., c. 10, s. 7. 

The opportunity ha~ been taken of consolidRtin!! 
the. three Oen~all1egulalions ~ll. of Hl\2, XIV. of 
1818, and V. or lSHJ>, and the two Acts (XVII. of 
1835, aud XI II. of 1862), in which the law re
lating to the 1\'Iint and the coinage of British 
India is now contained. The notification of 28th 
Octobe1' H!6R, ns to r~ceiving sovereigns and 
other gold pieces in payment of sums due to 
Government, ha~ also been embodied in the Bill. 
The provisions as to the relative value of the old 
silver coins an<l as to contracts l'or payment of 
Calcutta sicca rupees, which are found in Act 
XVII. of 1835, have been omitted as obsolete •. 

(Signed) J. F. STEP!lEN. 

SmLA; } 
Tlte 24tll May 1870. 

\VurTLEY STOKES, 

Secrela1·y to tlze Cowzcil nf tlw G ovcmor General 
.for llla!tihg Laws and Regulatiolti. 

Printed and PubliShed for Government at the Bo~IBAY EDuC,\TION SociETY's Pa&ss, Bycul111. 
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[Published with the "Bombay Govemment Gazelle" of the lltlt August I 870.] 

PART VI. 
8 I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E NT 0 F IN D I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
'l' ~ The following Bill was introduced itito the 

· Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the · 
19th July uno, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in one month:-

Bill No. 16 ofl870. 

A Bill to consolidate and amend tl•e law rclatill[! 
to Coinage and the Jliint. 

Whereas it is ·expedient to consolidate and 
amend the law relating 

Preamble. to coinage and the mint ; 
It is hereby cnact~d as 
follows:-

I.-Prelimin!lry. 
I. This Act may be 

Short title. called "The lo;dian 
Coinage Act, 18i0." 

2. The enactments 
Repenl of enactments. specified in the Schedule 

hereto are repealed. 

3. In this Act, the expression" Mint" includes 
the l'dints at Calcutta, 

Interpretation clause. at Bombay, und at such 
other places (if any) as 

tloe Govemor General in Council shall, by notifi
c~tion in the Gazette qf India, from time to time, 
direct. 

I/.-Gold Coinage. 
4. 'l'he under-men-

tioned gold coins only 
Gold coins. shall be coined at the 

1/lint:-
(l)-A gold mohur or fifteen-rupee piece. 
(2)-A five-rupee piece, equal to u third of a 

gold mohur • . 
(!3 )-A. ten-rupee piece, equal to two-thirds of a 

gold mohur. · 
(4 )-A thirty-rupee piece or a double gold • 

mohur. 
The weight of the said gold mohur shall be one 

. . hundred and eiahty 
· Thcor wCJght nml stnnd- · 'f d 0 tl ard. grams roy, an Ie 

standard shall be as fol
lows :-el.even-twelfths or one hunclt·ed and sixty
five_ grains of pure gold, and_ one-t elfth or fifreen 
grams of alloy. 

The other gold coins shall be of proportionate 
\veight and of the same standard. 

IlL-Silver Coinage. 

5. The undermentioned silver coins only 

Sih•cr coins. 
shall be coined at the 
Mint:-

to be called the Government (I) A rupee 
Rupee. 

(2) A half rupee. . 
(3) A quarter rupee, or four-anna ptece • . 
(4) An eighth of a rupee, or two-anna ptece. 

vr.-73 a 

The weight of the Govemment Rupee shall be 
. . one hundred and eighty 

Theor weoght nnd stond· <>rains Trov. and the 
nrd. ;(andard sh~ll be as fol
luws-eleven·twelfth~ or one hundred and sixty
five grains of pure silver, and one-twelfth or 
fifteen g-rains of alloy. 

The other silver coins shall be of proportionate 
weight and of the same standard. 

IV.-Corpir Coi11age. 

6. The undermentioned coppe1· coins only 
shall be coined at the 

Copper coins. Mint:-

(1)-A double pice or half anna. 
(2)-A pice or quarter anna. 
(3)-A half pice or one-eighth of an annH. 
(4)-A pie, being one-third of a pice or one-

twelfth of an anna. 
The copper coins so coined shn!l be respectively 

of the following wei:dils :-
A double pice shall weigh two hundred grains 

Troy. 
The pice shall weigh one hundred grains Troy. 
The half pice shall weigh fifty j!;rains Troy. 
The pie shall weigh thirty-three and one-third 

grains "l'my. 

· V.-Dcvices otz Coins. 

'i. Until the Governor General in Council 
shall otherwise order 

Present devices on coins. under the power hereinaJ:. 
ter conferred, the gold, 

silver and copper coins coined under this Act 
shall bear on the obverse the likeness and the 
name of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and the 
in~cription " Victoria Queen," and on the rcv'.!rse 
the designation of the coins in Engli8h filled by 
the word '' India" with such date and embel
lishments on each coin as the Gnvernor General in 

. Council shall from time to time direct. 
8. The Governor General in Council may, 
l'ower to order other fro I~ til~te . to timt>, 'by 

devices notification Ill the Gn:ctt~ 
· qf India, direct the coin-

ing and issuing of all coins authorized by this 
,.Act, and prescribe in lieu of the liker.ess and 

inscription hereinbefore mentioned, such other 
likeness and in~cription for all or any of the said 
coins as he shall think fit. 

VI.-Lcgal Tender. 

' 9. No gold coin shall 
Gold coin not a legal b I I tender. e a ega tender in pay-

ment or on account: 
Provided that the coins mentioned in section 
Proviso ns to sums due four shall _ be ~eceived i!l 

to Government oil the treasur1es of Bn-
. tish Indio and its depen· 

dencies, in payment of su01s due to the Govern• 
ment according to the values therein mentioned, 
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~nd that sovereigns nncl half sovereigns of current 
weight coined at any authorised lloyal Mint in 
Eno-land or Austraha shall be receivfd in such 
1r~uries in payment of• sums so due ns the eqni· 
valents of such 8ums respectively as the Governor 
_General of India in Council shall, by notification 
Ill .th~ Ga::elte of l11dia, from time to time pre· 
scnbe. 

10. The said rupee and half rupee shall be a 
Sill"cr coins n legal ten- legal tendet· in payment 

•let. or on account: 

Provided that the coin shall not have lost more 
than two per cent. in weight; ullll provided it shall . 
not have been chipped or filed, or have been defac:ed 
<Jr diminished, otherwise than by u:se. 

The quarter rupee and eighth of a rupee shall 
be legal tender only for the fractions of a rupee, 
subject to the provisions mentioued in this sectwn. 

II. The double pice shall be a legal tender 
. for a thirty-second part 

Copper com 110':· to be of n rupee ot· for half an 
lcgnl tender. l . . 

anna ; t 1e p1ce lor a 
sixty-fourth part of a rupee or lor one-fourth of an 
anna; tlie half pice for the one hundred and 
twenty-eighth part of a rupee or fur one-eighth of 
an anna; ~ 

and the pie for an hundred und ninety-second 
part of n rupee or the twtlllh of an anna: 

Provided that none of the said copper coins 
shall be a legal tender, except for the fructions of 
a rupee. 

"12. All silver coin of the weight nnd standard 
specified in the Actg No. 

Coin coined tmtlcr for- XV I 1. of 1835 and No. 
mer Acts ::itlll to be lcgnl X X 1 l'l 3o · · tentler. ' · 0 • l:i o,, ISSIIed SinCe 

. the pussuog oJ those Acts, 
respectovely, am! before the first day of Novem
ber I S6:l, und declared by those Acts, respectively 
to he a legal tendeo·, 

and all copper coins of the weight specified in 
Act.~ 1\'o. :XXL of 18:j5, No. XXII. of ltl44, Hnd 
:'\o. XVII. of 185?, issued since the pa,sinl! of 
th.os,e Acts, respecttvely, and' belore the first day 
ol November IH62, "nd declan·d by the~e Acts, 
respectively, to be a legal tender, 

shall continue to be a legal tender for the 
amounts thereof; re~pectivcly, subject to the same 
·~·niditions ana provi~ions as und~r those Acts 
re~pecti,·ely, uuything herein contained notwith~ 
$tunding. 

1"1 I.-Diminished, Couutelfeit, or Called. in Coin . . 

1:3. \Yhen any coin pm·po.rting to be coined 
IJefacin:; eertniu eoins. and •.ssued under the 

: . . uuthol'lty of the Govern-
men~ ol lndta 1s tendered tu any person being n, 
pubhc servant as defined .by the Indian Penn[ 
~Jode, who has rea~un to believe it to be dimin
l$hed .whether by reasonable wearincr or otherwh• 
•Jr to b~ counterfeit, or to be called~n by any p1~0: 
clamatlot!, he shall cut, break or deface such coin 
•ar cunse 1t to be cut, broken 01· uc:faced. ' 

1-1. If any coin so cut, broken or dtfaeed hns· 
J.oos of tlefnced coin. b~en diminished othet·-

wase than . by reasonable 
wearing, or i.s counterfeit, or hns bee!• called-in by 
a pr .. elama!Jon, ~he person tendermg the same 
~hall beat· the loss thereof. 

But if it has been diminished only by rea~on• 
able wearing, or is of due 

Rc~eipt of drf.~cc<l coin weiU'ht, and has been 
at rate. coiged and issued by the 
authority of the Government of India, and has 
not been called-in by any proclamation, the per~011 
cutting, breaking or defacing the same shall recetve 
it at the rate it was coined lor. 

15. Any disputes whether coin so ct~t, .bt:oken 
A]. 1· 1• r 1· 1 or defaced be dtmomshed -'""" 

t JlU. ICR 1011 0 l ISpU CS . f 'd / 
by Police Mngistrnte, or by 111 manner a oresm , .ot' , 
any person exercising Mn- counterfeit, or called-on, 
gistcriul powers. shall be heard and finally 
determined, within the limits of tile presidency 
towns by a Magistrate of Poli~e, and, without 
those limit , by uny person exercising powers not 
less than those of a subordinate Magistrate of the 
first class. 

16. All public ser.Yant~ are hereby indemnified 

Jmlemnificntion of public 
scrvnnts for anything dOne 
before pnssiug of Act. 

for anything· done before 
the passing of this Act, 
which might lawfully 
have been done if this 

Act had. been in force; and no s,ait or .other pro
ceeding shall be maintained against any such per
son in respect of anything so clone. 

VI 11.-JJuty on Coinage of Bullio1z. 

17. A duty shall be levied at the rate of one 
rupee per cent. · at the 

Duty on protlucc of gold Mint on the produce of 
lmlliou. all gold bullion and on all 

gold coin. 

18. All silver bullion o1· coin (not beinu struck 
Duty on protlucc of sil- at the. Mint~ wh~h n~ay 

ver bullion. be dehvered mto the Mmt 
. for coinag;e, shall be sub-
Ject to a duty at the rate of two per cent. on the 
produce of such bullion or coin, and the amount of 
~uch duty shall be deducted from the return to be 
made to the proprietor. 

I 9. Any person may have his silver bullion or 
Athlitiounl tluty £or coin- coin converted into halves 

ing hnlf or qunrtcr rupees. Ol' qual'lers of a Govem-
. ment rupee on condition 

of ~aymg a duty at the rate of one per cent. in 
· addot10n t,o the duty of two per cent. imposed 

under sectiOn eighteen. 

20. The ·Mint Master, o!1 the deli~ery of gold 
Certificate for produce ?r solver hulhon or coinl'j 

oflmllion. IIIlO the Mint ·for coinaae 
. , . . . sha~l grant to the propt~e~ 
tot a Iecetpt winch shall enl!tle "him to a certificate 
fro~ the Assn Master for the net pi'Oduce of such 
bulh ayable at the General Treasury. 

. The Go_vernot· General in Council may, from 
t1~uc to tune, ?etennine by notification in the 
Ga::Plle of lndw the period for which such certi
ficates shall run. 

21. The proprietor o~ any gold or silver bul-
Withdrnwnl of bullion. hon ~r coin ~o delivered 
. . lor comage, who is dis- · 

. saL!sfied wtth. the Assay .Master's report of its 
va!ue, mn.y wtthdraw such bullion or coin without 
be.m)!: subject to the duties on coinn"'e imposed b 
tlus Act. 0 Y 



22 • . For all gold bullion or coin, equal to, or 
better than, the standard 
prescribed for the gold 
mohur by this Act, which 
rna y be broug ht to the 

Equiralent for gold bul
hon equnl to or better than 
standard. 

Mint for coinage, a number of gold mohurs coined 
unclet- this Ac.t, or Act No. XVII. of 1835, or of 
the halves ltnd qwuters of such mohurs, equal, as 
nearly as may be, to the produce of such bullion, 

~·shall be returned to the proprietor after deducting 
i' the said duty of one per cent. 

23. All gold bullion or coin inferior to the same 
. standard, which may be 

Charge for refimng. brought to the Mint for 

coinage, shall, in addition to the same duty, be 
subject to such charge on account of the loss and 
expense of refining, to!!ether with such deduction 
on account. of the inferiority of standard, as the 
Governor General of India in Council may, by 
notification in the Gazelle of I.1dia, from time to 
time prescribe. 

SCHEDULE. 

Number and year of 
enactment. Title or subject of enactment. 

llcngnl Hcgulatiou 
1812. 

II . of A Regulation for lc,·ying a clnty 
on the coinngc of silver bullion 
and on the rc·coinagc of rupees, 
nnd other coins with certain ex
ceptions nt the l\Iints cstnh .. 
li>hccl at Cnlcntta, fo'urrncka
hntl, nud Dcnnrcs ; fo1· defining 
the weight uud standard of the 
Dcuures Rupee; for modifying 
the mtcs of duty at present 
levied in tlw coinage of gold 
bullion in the ~·lint of Calcutta; 
nncl nlso for cstnhlishing certnin 
rules fur the conduct of the 
busi ness of the ahovc-mentionc<l 
Mints, •·cspcctivcly. 
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Number noel yenr of 
enactment. Title or subject of enactment. 

Bengal Regulation 
of ISIS. 

XIV. A Regulation for alterin" the 
standard of the Calcutt.:' •iccn 
Rupee nod Golcl mohur, and 
for further modifying some of 
the rules in force respecting 
those coins. 

Ben~al Regulation V. o 
1819. 

A Regulation for modifying cer
tain parts of the rules in force 
in regnrcl to the conduct of the 
buoincss of the )lints subordin
ate to tbis presidency. 

Act XVII. of 1835. 

Act XII£. of I 86:2. 

Gol<l am! silver coinage. 

Au Act to pr01•itle for a DC\r sil,•cr 
ami n new copper coinn~c. 

STATE~rENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The primary object of this Bill is to make pro· 
vis ion for defacing light-weight, counterfeit and 
called-in coiu. This it proposes to do by three 
sections (13, 14, and 15), modelled on the Statutes 
24 & 25 Vic., c. 95, s. 26, and 33 Vic., c. lO, s. 7. 

The opportunity has been taken of consolidating 
the three Bengal Reg ulations (I I. of I 8l2, X IV. of 
1818, and V. of 181!:!), and the two Acts (XVII. of 
1835, and XIII. of 1862), in which the law re
lating to the Mint and the coinage of British 
India is now contained. The notification of 28th 
October 1868, as to receiving sovereigns and 
other gold piece~ in payment of sums (lue to 
Government, ha~ also heen embodied in the Bill. 
The provisions as to the relative value of the old 
silver coins and as to contracts lor payment of 
Calcutta sicca rupees, which are found in Act 
XVTI. of 1835, have been omitted as obsolete, 

(Signed) .J. F. STEI'UEN. 

· S1m.A; } 
The 24th May 1870. 

vVm·rLE\. STOKEs, 

Secretary to the Council nf tlw Govemor General 
for malting laws and Regulations. 

Printed aud Published for GoYcrnmcnt at the Bo)ID<I.Y EDUCATION SoCIETY's Pnt:ss, Byculla. 


