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PART VI

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following preliminary Report of a Select Committee, together with the Bill as settled by them,
was presented to the Council of the Governor General of India for the purpose of making Laws and
Regulations on the 11th September, 1879 :— ' 2

We, the undersigned Members of the Select Committee to which the Bill to provide for the holding

o ’ of property by certain Religious Congregations was refer-

From S‘f::‘:s"{g’th%‘t’llc)‘,‘tgig?i;“[‘i“f;;g;“go (i‘.i“fere“ce- red, have the honour to report that we have considered the
. Honorary Trensurer, Union Church, Simla, Bill and the papers noted in the margin.

dated 11th July, 1879 [Paper No. 2]. v . 5
., Secretary to Governmert, }I)’unj.‘\b, No. 609G, 2. We have extended the operation of the Bill to pro-

dated 4th August, 1879 [Paper No, 3]. perty of every description held by religious bodies, as it
., Secretary for Birir to Resiaent, Haidarabad, has been represented to us that it would be of little prac-

. ON‘IO-17, df\tgl 21st AUS“SE ‘137;9 (E Paper No. 4].  tical use to certain of those bodies if it were restricted in
,» Officiating Secretary to Chief Commissioner, g ol i _
Gentral Provinoss, No, 8560-191, dated 2gn, the manner originally intended

cAh}lgqu% 1879, and cncl%}l;ﬂ [Pﬂpgr I;IYO 5(11 3. We have added sections based on sections 13 and

Jhie ommissioner, jmer an ervada, - 1di e o
No. 704, dated 30th August, 1879 [Paper 14 of ?h.e Acthd).(I of 15619 2 ]?lowdd.mg folr :ho ghssolutlon
- No. 6], of religious bodies and for the disposal of their property
when they are dissolved.

4. We have also added a section (8 of the Bill as now amended) providing for a reference to the
High Court in the event of any question arising as to whether any person is a member of a religious body
or as to the validity of any appointment made under the Act.

: 5. The Bill and Statement of Objects and Reasons have been published in the Madms,‘ the
Calcutta, the Panjéb, the Central Provinces, the British Burmah and the Réjputéna Gazettes. Having
regard to tite importance of the amendments now made, we think it desirable that the Bill should be
republisbed. .
WHITLEY STOKES. o
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, i
B, W. COLVIN. S
The 10th September 1879, : = =3
Vl’.—"74' s d




certain Religious Bodies.

WHEREAS it is expedient to simplify the manner

; in which certain bodies
Esamble; of persons associated for

hold property acquired for such purpose; It is

hereby enacted as follows:—

1. This Act may be

called ~ “The Religious
Societies Act, 18797 :

Tt shall come into force
at once; and

Short title.

Commencement.

shall extend to the

NG whole of British India;

but nothing herein contained shall apply to any
Hindts, Muhammadans or Buddhists, or to any
persons whom the Governor General in Council
1nay, from time to time, by notification in the
Gazette of India, exclude from the operation of

-

&

=00 BT

i this Act.

e 2. When any body of persons associated for the
Re - : purpose of maintaining
8 , Appointment of new qligigus worship has ac-

trustee in cases not other-

wise provided for. quired, or hereafter shall

acquire, any property,

. and such property has been or hereafter shall
be vested in trustees in trust for such body,

and it becomes necessary to appoint a new
trustee in the place of any such trustce or of any
trustee appointed in the manner hereinafter
prescribed, :

and no manner of appointing such new trustee

15 prescribed by any instrument by which such

property was so vested or by which the trusts on

which 1t is held have been declared, or such

new trustee cannot for any reason be appointed
~in & manner so prescribed,

such new trustee may be appointed in such
manner as may be agreed upon by such body, or
by o majority of not less than two-thirds of the
~members of such body actually present at the
meeting at which the appointment is made.

- 3. Every appointment of new trustees under
section two shall be made
tion £ to be recorded in o 0 appear by some me-
morandum under the: morandum under the
of the chairman of hand of the chairman for
b oeting. the time being of the
7 at which such appointment is made.

~Appointment under sec- -

norandum shall be in the form set
ule hereto annexed, or as near
8 circumstances allgw, and shall be exe-
- the presence of such meeting, and
:fﬁquﬁ‘or more credible witnesses. )

s

the purpose of maintaining religious worship may .
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before provided, the property subject to the
trast shall forthwith, notwithstanding any-
thing contained in any such instrument, become
vested, without any conveyance or other assurance,
in such new trustees and the old continuing
trustees jointly, or, if there are no old continuing
trustees, in such new trustees wholly, upon the
same trusts and with and subject to the same
powers and provisions as it was vested in the old
trustees.

5. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed

Saving of cxisting 1o invalidate any appoint-
modes of appointment ment of new trustees, or
and conveyance. any conveyance of any
property which may hereafter be made as hereto-
fore was by law required.

6. Any number not less than three-fifths of
the members of any such
tion of socicties and ad- body as aforesaid may at
justment of their affairs. g meeting convened for
the purpose determine that such body shall be
dissolved ; and thereupon it shall be dissolved
forthwith, or at the time then agreed upon; and
all necessary steps shall be taken for the disposal
and settlement of the property of such body, its
claims and liabilities, according to the rules of
such body applicable thereto, if any, and, if
not, then as such body at such meeting may
determine :

Provision for dissolu-

provided that, in the event of any dispute
arising among the members of such body, the
adjustment of its affairs shall be referred to the
principal Court of original civil jurisdiction of the
district in which the chief building of such body is
situate; and the Court shall make such order in
the matter as it deems fit.

7. If upon the dissolution of any such body
there remains, after the
satisfaction of all its debts
and liabilities, any pro-
perty whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to or
distributed among the members of such body or
any of them, but shall be given to some other
body of persons associated for the purpose of main-
taining religious worship to be determined by
the votes of not less than three-fifths of the mem-
bers present at a meeting convened for the pur-
pose, or in default thereof by such Court as last
aforesaid.

Upon a dissolution no
member to receive profit.

8. When any question arises as to whether
any person is a member of
any suchbodyas aforesaid,
: or as to the validity of
any appointment under this Act, any person
interested in such question may apply, by petition,
to the High Court for its opinion on such question.
A copy of such petition shall be served upon, and
the hearing thereof: may be attended by, such other

persons interested in the question as the Court
thinks fit.

.Queslion may he sub-
mitfied to High Court.

3 Any o inion given by the Court on an applica-
vion under. this section shall be deemed to have
the force of a declaratory decree.

The costs of every application under this section
shall be in the discretsm of the Court,

by

3



THE SCHEDULE.
: (See section 3.)
Memorandum of the appointment of new trustees of the (describe the

buildings and property) situate s
at a meeting duly convened and held for that purpose (in the m:try of the s
1 - 0 ’

day of . SR AR
Names and descriptions of all the trustees on the constitution or last appointment
the day of

(heve insert the sume). -

Names and dgériptions of all the trustees in whom the said (chapel) and propert
legally vested. g

~A

First.—Old continuing trustees : —
- (heve insert the same).

Second.—New trustees now chosen and appointed :—
(here insert the swine). =
Dated this day of 187 . : P
Signed by the said A. B, as Chairman of the 3 i .
said Meeting, at and in the presence of the said - AB.

Meeting on the day and year aforesaid in the
presence of— :

C. D.
E. F.
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PART VI. e

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

}  The following preliminary Report of a Sclect Committee, together with the Bill as settled by them,

was presented to the Council of the Governor General of India for the purpose of making Laws and
Regulations on the 11th September, 1879 :—

We, the undersigned Members of the Select Committee to which the Bill to provide for the holding

From Secretary, Calcuttn Missionary Conference,
dated 18th July, 1879 [Paper No. 1].
., Honorary Treasurer, Union Church, Simla,
dated 11th July, 1879 [Paper No. 2].
. Secretary to Government, Panjab, No. 609C,
dated 4th August, 1879 [Paper No. 3).
. Sccretary for Birdr to Resiaent, Haidarabad,
No.17, dated 21st August, 1879 [Paper No. 4].
» Officiating Secretary to Chief Commissioner,
Central Provinces, No. 2560-191, dated 28th
August, 1879, and enclosure [Paper No. 5).
Chiof Commissioner, Ajmor and Mervdda,
No. 704, datod S0th August, 1879 [Paper
No. 6],

of property by certain Religious Congregations was refer-
red, have the honour to report that we have considered the
Bill and the papers noted in the margin.

2. We have extended the operation of the Bill to pro-
perty of every description held by religious bodies, as it
has been represented to us that it would be of little prac-
tical use to certain of those bodies if it were restricted in
the manner originally intended.

3. We have added sections based on sections 13 and
14 of the Act XXI of 1860, providing for the dissolution
of religious bodies and for the disposal of their property
when they are dissolved.

4. We have also added a section (8 of the Bill as now amended) providing for a reference to the

High Court in the event of any question arising as to whether any person is a member of a religious body
or as to the validity of any appointment made under the Act.

5. The Bill and Statement of Objects and Reasons have been published in the Madras, the
Calcutta, the Panjéb, the Central Provinces, the British Burmah and the Réjputéna Gazettes. Having
regard to the importance of the amendments now made, we think it desirable that the Bill should be

republished.

The 10th September 1879.

WHITLEY STOKES.
A.J. ARBUTHNOT.
B. W. COLVIN.

No. II.

A Bill to provide for the holding of property by

certain Religious Bodies.

e

Preamble.

a hereby cnacted as follows:—

1. This Act may be
“The Religious
Societies Act, 1879” :

It shall come into force

Short title. called

1 ent.
Commencemen at once; and

Local 2xtent.

WHEREAS it is expedient to simplify the manner
in which certain bodies
of persons associated for
the purpose of maintaining religious worship may
hold property acquired for such purpose; It is

shall extend to the
whole of British India;

but nothing herein contained shall apply toany

2. When any body of persons associated for the

. purpose of maintaining
Appointment of mnew SR :

tx'uslg:e in cases not other- religious worship has ac-

wise provided for. =

acquire, any property,

and such property has been or hereafter shalt
be vested in trustees in trust for such body,

and it becomes necessary to appoint a new
trustee in the place of any such trustce or of any.

trustee appointed in the manner hereinafter
prescribed,

and no manner of appointing such new trustee
is prescribed by any instrument by which such
property was so vested or by which the trusts on
which 1t is held have been declared, or such

new trustee cannot for any reason be appointed.
in a manner 8o prescribed,

quired, or hereafter shall -

Hind s, Muhammadans or Buddhists, or to any
persons whom the Governor ch}eral in Council
ynay, from time to time, by notification in the
Gazette of India, exclude from the operation of
this Act.

yL.—74 a

such new {rustee may be appointed in.such:
manner as may be agreed upon by such body, or
by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the
members of such body actually present at the
meeting at which the appointment is made.




3. Every appointment of new trustees under
A ppomtment under sec- seclion Lw‘o la;ha.ll be made
tion 2 to be recorded in a0 appear by some me-
memorandum under the morandum under the
hand of the chairman of hand of the chairman for
the meoting. the time being of the
meeting at which sugh appointment is made.

Such memorandum shall be in the form set
forth in the schedule hereto annexed, or, as near
thereto as circumstances allow, and shall be exe-
cuted in the presenco of such meeting, and
attested by two or more credible witnesses.

4. When any new trustees have been appointed,

rustons without eonvey. Prescribed by any such
ance. instrument as aforesaid

or in the manner herein-

before proyided, the property subject to the
trust sml forthwith, notwithstanding any-
thing contained in any such instrument, become
vested, without any conveyance or other assurance,
in such new ftrustees and the old continuing
trustees jointly, or, if there are no old continuing
trustees, in such new trustees wholly, upon the
saume trusts and with and subject to the same
powers and provisions as it was vested in the old
trustees.

5. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed
Saving  of existing 0 invalidate any appoint-
modes of appointment ment of new trustoes, or
and conveyanco. any conveyance of any
roperty which may hercafter be made as hercto-
ore was by law required. i

6. Any number not less than three-fifths of

Provision for dissolu- the members of any such
tion of socicties and ad- body as aforesaid may at
justment of their affaivs, 4 meeting convened for
the purpose determine that such body shall be
dissolved ; and thereupon it shall be dissolved
forthwith, or at the time then agrced upon; and
all necessary steps shall be taken for the disposal-

whether in -the manner °
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and settlement of the property of such body, its
claims and liabilitics, according to the rules of
such body applicable thereto, if any, and, if
not, then as such body at such meeting may
determine:

provided that, in the event of any dispute
arising among the members of such body, the
adjustment of its affairs shall be referred to the
principal Court of original civil jurisdiction of the
district in which the chief building of such body is
situate; and the Court shall make such order in

- the matter as it deems fit.

"7. If upon the dissolution of any such body

: Y % there remains; after the

Upon a d‘“.ol“t“’“ﬁ;“’ satisfaction of all its debts
n?cn.‘be.r ol * and ‘liabilitics, any “pro-
perty whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to or
distributed among the members of such body or
any of them, but shall be given to some other
body of persons associated for the purpose of main-
taining religious worship to be determined by
the votes of not less than three-fifths of the mem-
bers present at a meeting convened for the pur-
pose, or in default thereof by such Court as last
aforesaid. ' «
8. When any question arises as to whether
any person is a member of
any suchbodyas aforesaid,
or as to the validity of
any appointment under this Act, any person
interested in such question may apply, by petition,
to the High Court forits opinion on such question.
A copy of such petition shall be served upon, and
the hearing thereof may be attended by, such other.
persons interested in the question as the Court

Question may bo sub-
mitted to High Court.

. thinks fit,

Any opinion given by the Court on an applica~
tion under this section shall be deemed to have
the force of a declaratory deeree.

The costs of every application under this section
shall be in the discretion of the Court.

THE SCHEDULE.
(See section 3.)
Memorandura of the appointment of new trustees of the (describe the Church, chapel or other

buildings and property) situate

.

ab a meoting duly convened and held for that purpose (in the vesiry of lhe swid
! day of . 18 ,A. B of

) on the
Chairman.

- Names and descriptions of all the trustees on the constitution or last appointment of trustces mado

‘the day of

(here imsert the swme). |
Names and descriptions of all the trustees in whom the said (chapel) and property now, becomo

legally vested.

Dated this - day of 187 .
Signed by the said A. B. as Chairman of the
d Meeting, at and in the presence of the said

ceting on the day and year aforesaid in the
sence of— -

E F.

First.—Old continuing trustees :—
_ (here insert the seme).
Second.—New trustees now chosen and appointed :—
(here imsert the same).

A B,

Chatrman of the suid Meeting.

"~ . D. FITZPATRICK,

Secretairy to the Government of India, Legislative Department.
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