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~nmhaiJ · <IBmrrrumrnt <1Ba1rftr. 
publishrd bu ;}ulhontu. 

THURSDAY, 25TH SEPTEMBER 1879. 

rr:iirSepamte paging is given to this Pa1·t, i n oJ•de1· thea -it may be.fUecl ct~ a sepa·1·ate cotnpilation . 

PART VI-

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following preliminary Report of a Select Committee, together with the Bill as settled by them, 
was presented to the Council of the Go\'ernor General of India for the purpose of making Ln-ws anti 
Regulations on the 11th September, 1879:- · 

'Ve, the undersigned Members of the Select Committee to which the Bill to provide for the holdinr~ 
. . , of property by certain Religious Congregations was refer.:' 

From Secretary, Calcutta_ Miss1onnry Conference, red have the honour to report that we have considered the 
dated 18th July, 18t9 rP:-per No. 1]. B'Il' d th . .. t . d · th . rr ' 

" Honorary Treasurer, tlmun Churc!J, Simla, I an e papCis no e Ill e marolu. 
dnted 11th July, 1879 [Paper ~o. 2l , 2. We have el(tended the operation of the Bill to pro-

Secretary to Government, PnnJ<Lb, .No. 609C, f d · · 1 I·' b I' · b .1• · dated 4th August, 1879 [Paper No.3]. perty o every escrapt1on 1e ~ y re 1g10us ?u1eB; as 1t 
, Secretary for Bir{•r to Rceio.~nt •. Haidarnbnd, )~as been represen.ted to us that 1.t IV?u.ld be of httl~ pra;· 

No.l7, dl\tcd 2ls~ August, 18t9 [Pnper No. '1). tiCal use to certam of those bod1cs 1f 1t were restricted Ill 
Ollicinting- Se~rotnry to Chief Uommissioncr, the manner oriuinally intended. 
Uentrnl Provmcos, No. 2560-191, dated 28th 0 

A~•gust, 1879! n:od cnclos~ro [Pnpor No. 5). 3." We have added sections based on sections il3 and 
" Chief CommJBBJoner, AJmer and :Mcn·Ma, 14 of the Act XXI of 18GO providina for the d'ss I t' 

No. 70·1, dated 30th A u<>ust, 1879 [Paper . . . ' . o . I 0 U IOU 
No. 6]. o of rehg10us bod.tes and for the d1sposal of thetr property 

when d1ey are dtssolved. 

4. We have also added a section (8 of the Bill as now amended) providing for a reference to the 
High Court in the event of any question arising as to whether any person is a member oC o. religioua body 
or as to the validity of any appointment made under the Act. 

· 5. The Bill and Statement of Objects and Reasons have been publiahed in the Madras, the 
Calcutta, the Panjnb, the Central Provinces, the British Burmah and the Rt~jputana Gazettes. Havioa 
recrard to the importance of the amendments now made, we think it desirable that the Bill should b~ 
republished. 

The 1 Otlt Septembe~· 1879. 
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WHITLEY STOKES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
B. W. COLVIN. 



No. II. 

A BiU to p1•ovide fol' the holcling of 2n·ope·1·ty by 
ce~·tain Rcli{}iot~s Boclies. 

WHEREAS it is ll."<pedient to simplify tl~e mam~er 
in which certnm bodies 

Preamble. of per~ons associa~d for 
the purpose of mo.intaining religious worshtp mn:y 
bold property acquired for such purpose; It IS 

hereby enacted ns follows:-

1. This Act may bo 
!:lhort title. called · "The Religious 

Societies Act, 1879": 

Commencel!'ent. 

·Local e.·ttcnt. 

It shall come into force 
nt once; and 

shall extend to the 
whole of British India; 

but nothing herein contained shall apply to any 
Hindus, '{uhammadnns or Budt!hists, or to any 
persons whom the Governor General in Council 
mo.y, from time to time, by notification in tho 
Ga~ette of Inwu~. exclude from the operation of 
this Act. 

2. When any body of persons associo.ted for the 
. purpose of mnintaining 

. App01_ntment of new religious worship has ac­
\r~stco m, cnses not ot.bor- qu · ed or hereafter shaH W1se prondcd for. tr . • 

acqmre, any property, 

and such property has been or hereafter shall 
be vested in trustees in trust for such body, 

and it becomes necessary to appoint a new 
trustee iu tho place of any snob trustee or of any 
t-rustee ap}'ointed in tho manner hereinafter 
prescribed, 

and uo manner of nppointing such new trustee 
is prescribed by nny instnunent by which such 
propertr was so vested or by which the trusts on 
which 1t is hdu have been declared, or such 
new tru~tce cannot for nuy rea~on be appointed 
in n manner so prescribed, 

such new trnstee mny be appointed in such 
manner as may be agreed upon by sul'h body, or 
by a majority of not less thnn two-thirds of the 
members of such body actually present at the 
meeting at which the appointment is mat!e. 

3. Every appointmeht of new trustees u~der 
section two shall be made Appointment under sec-

tion 2 to bo rucordod iu n to appenr by some me­
memorandum uuder tho momnuum under tho 
hand Qf the chairmnu of hnnd of the chainnnn for 
thu meeting. the time being of the 
meeting at which ~uch appointment is made. 

Such mcmcranclum shall be in the form set 
forth in the schedule hereto annexed, or ns near 
thereto as circumstances allow, and shall be exe­
cuted in the presence of such meeting, and 
attested by two or mol'e credible witnesses. 

4. When any new tTuatees hnve bet!n appointed, 
to vest in new wbeth~r in the manner 

convey· prescnbed by any such 
mstrument as aforesaid 
or in the umnner herein-
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before provided, the property. subje~t to the 
trust shall forthwith, not~vtthstandmg any­
thing contained in any such mstrument, become 
vested, without nny conveyance or other a~s~m~ce, 
in such new trustees und the old cont~nu!ng 
trustees jointly, or, if there are no old contmmng 
trustees, in such new trustees ~vholly, upon the 
same trusts and with and subject to. the same 
powers and pt;ovisions as it was ve~ted m the old 
trustees. 

5. ~ othing herein cont(_1-ined. shn.ll be dee1~1ed 
Saving of cxiRt.ing tq·mvaltdate m~y ~PP?lDt~ 

modes of appointment ment of new ttustees, OI 

nod ccnvey~nce. any conveyance of any ' 
property which may ~ereafter be made ns hereto­
fore was by law reqmred. 

6. Any number not less than three-fifths of 
Provision fo•· dissolu- the members 0~ any such 

lion of societies nnd nd- body as aforesnt(l mny at 
justment of their nffnhs. a meeting convened for 
the purpose d!Jtermine that. such body s_hall be 
dissolved ; and thereupon 1t shall be d1ssolved 
forthwith, or at the time then agreed upo~; and 
a.Jl necessary steps shall be taken for the d1spo~al 
and settlement of the property of such body, 1ts. 
claims nod liabilities, according to the rules ?l. 
such body applicable thereto, if any,. and, tf 
not, then M such body at such meetmg may 
determine: 

provided that, in the event of any ' dispute 
arising among the members of such body, the 
adjustment of its a~a~rs sh?-1~ ?e _re~en:ed to the 
prin~ipa~ Cou~t of ongt~al c1~1l ~unschcttOn of th.~ 
distnct m wluch the cluef btuldmg of such body IS 

situate; and the Court shall make such · order in 
the matter as it deems fit. 

7. If upon the dissolution of any such body 
there remains, after the 

Upou n diss?lution no satisfaction of all its debts 
member to rece1vo profit. and liabilities, any pro-
perty whatsoever, the ~ame shall not be paid to or 
distributed among the members of such body or 
any of them, but shall be given to some other 
body of persons nssociated for the pnrpose of main­
taining religious worship to be determined by 
the votes of not less than three-fifths of the mem­
bers present .at a meeting convened for the pur­
pose, or in default thereof by such Court as last 
aforesaid. 

8. When any question arises as to whether 
. any person is a member of 

_QuostlOn .may bo sub- any such bod)• as aforesaid, "" 
m1tt.cd to Htgh Court. I I'd' 1. ·""\, or as to t 1e va t 1 ty o 
any appointment under this Act, nny person 
intereste~ i.n such question may apply, hy petition, 
to the H tgh Court for its opinion on such question. 
A copy of such petition shall be served upon, and 
the heari_ng thereof may be attended by, such other 
persons mterested in the question as the Comt 
thinks fit. 

Any opinion given by the Conrt on an applica­
tion under this section shall be deemed to have 
the force of a declaratory decree. 

The costs of every application under this section 
shall be in the discretton of the Court-, · 



270 

THE SCHEDULE. 

(See section 3.) 

Memorandum of the appointment of new trustees of the (describe the Ghw·ch, chapel o~· otht1· 
lmildings ancl in·ope;·ty) situate 
o.t a meeting duly convened and held for that. purpose (in the vest?'!) of ilie so.i:cl } on the 

day of . 18 , A. B. of Chairman. 

Names and descriptions of all the trustees on the constitution or last appointment of trustees made 
the day of 

(he;·e inse1·t th~ sctme). 

Names and descriptious of all the trustees in whom the said {chctpel) and property now become 
legally vested. 

Dated this 

Pi·rst.-Old continuiug trustees:­

. (he~·e insert the s~tnte}. 

&conc~.-New trustees now chosen and appointed:­

(he~·e insert the smne). 

day or 187 

Signed uy the said A. B. as Chairman of the} 
said )ieeting, at and in the presence of the said 
Meeting on the cby and year aforesaid in the 

A.B. 

presence of- · 
C. D. 
E. F. 

C'ha·i,·;nc~n of the swicl illeetin ,g. 

D. l!' l'l'ZJlA'flUCK, 
.Sec;·etc~~"!/ to the Gov~.·nrotCit~ of lmbic~. 

Leg isht~i •;e Depcti'l'tl\e M. 

:tOIIBA \': J•J:J~Tltl> All.IUS (lCIYEI:~lfi:~'l' c lll'TilAL l'J;i<bll. 



PART VI· 

B I L L S 0 F · T H E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N D I A· 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The followinu preliminary Report of a Select Committee, together with the Bill ns settled by them, 
was pres~nted to the Council of the Governor General of India for the purpose of malting Laws and 
Regulations on the 11th September, 187!) :-

W e tho undersianed Members of the Select Committee to which the Bill to provide for the holding 
' 

0 
• • of property by certain Religious Congregations was refer-

From Secretary, Calcutta_ Mtsstonnry CQnferenco, red, have the honour to report that we have considered the 
dutcd 18th July, 1819 [P:>por No. l]. . Bill and the papers noted in the margin. 

, Hono•·ary Treasurer, Umon Church, S1mln, 
dated 11th July, 1879 [Pupcr No.2]. 2 W I a e te ded tl e f f th B'll t Secrctnrv to Govcrnm~nt, PnnjiLb, No. 6090, · ' e 1 v ex n 10 op · ra IOn ° 0 1 o pro-
dl\tcd ,1:th August., 1879 [P"l'cr No.3]. perty of every description held by religious bodies, as it 

SccrclMy for Biriu· to Hesiocnt, Hnidnmhnd, has been represented to us that it would be of little prnc­
No. l7, tl"tcd 21st August, 1879 (Paper No. •1·]. tical usc to cert.ain of those bodies if it were restricted in 

OJlicialin~ Secretary to Chi•£ Commissioner, the manner originally intended. 
Central Pro,·inces, No. 2560·191, dntod 28th 
Aun-ust, 1879, nnd enclosure [Pnput• No. 5]. 

Chi.:'f Commi•sioner, Ajmor nud :Mervlida, 
" No. 70-~, dt~tod 30th August, 1879 [Paper 

No. 6]. 

3. We havo ndded sections based on sections 13 and 
14 of the Ad XXI of 1860, providing for the dissolutwn 
of religious bodies and for the disposal of their property 
when t.hey are dissolved. 

4. We have also added a section (8 of the Bill as now amended) providing for a Ieference to the 
·~igh Court in ~h~ eve~1t of any ~1uestion arising as to whether auy person is a member of a religious body 
or as to the vahdtty ol any appomlment made under the Act. . _ 

5. The Bill and St:.'1tement of Objects aud Rcnsons have been pub]ished in the Madras, the 
Calcutta, the Panj •\b, the Central Provinces, the British Burmah _and. the ~njputana GazeLL?s. Having 
regard to the importance of the amendment.~ now made, we tlunk tt des1rable that the Btll should be 
republished. ' 

Tho 10th Septembcl' 1879. 

No. II. 

.A Bill to p1·ovide jo1· the holding of p1·ope1·ty by 
ce1·tain ReUgious Bodies. 

WHEREAS it is expedient lo simplify the manner 
in which certain bodies 

Prearnblo. of persons associated for 
the purpose of main~ining religions worship uu~y 
hold property acqmred for such purpose; It 1s 
hereby enacted as follows:-

!;horl title. 

Commencement. 

Local .u:tent. 

1. This Act may be 
called "'fhe Religious 
Societies Act, 1879" : 

It shall como into force 
at once; and 

shall extend to the 
whole of British India; 

but nothing herein contained shall apply to any 
Hindus, Muhammadans or Buddhists, o1· to any 
persons whom the Governor General in Council 
may from time to time, by notification in the 
G<tzdte of India, exclude from tho operation of 
this Act. 
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WHITLEY STOKES. 
A. J. ARBU'l'HNOT. 
B. W. COLVIN. 

2. When any body of persons associated forth& 

Appointment of new 
trustee in c•s•.l! not olh•r· 
wise provided for. 

purpose of maintaining 
religious worship bas ac­
quired, or hereafter shall 
acquire, any property, 

al)(l RtiCh property has been or hereafter shaU 
be vested iu trustees in trust for such body, 

and it becomes neces~nry to nppoi11~ a new 
trustee in the place of any such trustee or of any 
trustee appointed in the manner hereinafter 
prescribed, 

anel no manner of appointing such new trustee 
is prescribed by any instrument by which such 
propcrl,Y was so vested or by which the truats on 
which 1t is held have been declared, or such 
new tru$lce cannot for any rca.~on be appointed 
in a manner so }>rescribed, 

such new trustee may bo appointed in . such 
manner !IS !Jlay be agreed upon by such body, or 
by a maJonty of not less tlian two-thirds of the 
members of such body actually present at t.be 
meeting at which the appointment is made. 
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.8. Every appoint.ment of new trustees under 
section two shnll be made Appointment under sec-

&ioo 2 to bo recorded in " to appea.r by some me­
memorandum under tho mornmlum under the 
band <>f tho chnirmno of hand of the chairman for 
thu mooting. the time being of the 
meeting at which su~h appointment is mad.e.· . -

Such memorandum shall be in the form· set 
forth in the schedule hereto annexed, or. liS .ncar 
thereto as circumstances allow, nnd slmll be exe­
cuted in the presence of such meeting, and 
attested by two or more credible witnesses. 

4. When any new trustees have been appointed, 
. }>roporty io ~est in now wheth!'ll' in · th~ 1~1nnner 

trustees wi~hout convoy- prescnbep by any SIICh 
anco. instrument as afore&'\id 

or in the manner herein-
before provided, the property subject to the. 
trust shall forthwith, notwithstanding nny­
\hing contained in any such instrument, become 
vested, without nny conveyance or other assurance, 
in such new trustees nnd tho old continuinrr 
trust~es jointly, or, iF there nrc no old continuing 
trustees, in such new trustees wholly, upon the . 
~Same trusts and with and subject to the same 
powers and provisions as it was vested in the old 
trustees. 

5. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed 
·.&ving of oxi•ting to invalidate any appoint­

modes of nppointwont rnent of new trustees, or 
aDd convoynnco. any conveyance of any 
propc'rby which may hereafter be made ns hereto­
fore was by lo.w required. 

6. Any number not less thnn three-fifths of 
Provision for dissolu- the mcm bers of o.ny such 

~ion of sociolic~ nnd, nd- body as aforcsnirl may at · 
Jnatmoot of tb01r niTmra. 11 meeting convened fo1· 
the purpose determine that such body shall be 
dissolved; and thereupon it shall be dissolved 
forthwith, or at tho time then agreed upon; nnd 
nil nece~sary steps shall be taken ·for the disposal· 

and ~elllcmenL of the property of such body, its 
claims nml li:~bilitics, according to the rules of 
such body applicable thereto, if any, and, if 
not, then (\-~ such body at such meeting may 
determine: 

provided that, in the event of any dispute 
· nrising among the members of such body, the 

adjustment of ils affairs shall be referred to tho 
principal Qqm:t o~ original civil jurisdiction of the 
rli~trict in w hjch t)le chief building of such body is 
situate; and the Court shall make such order in 
the matter as it deems fit. 

· 7. If upon the diRsolution of any such body 
· . . . there remains,. afte1• the 

Upon n d1ss~ut•on 110 &'\tisfaction of all its l\ebls 
mombor to recOJvo profit. d 1. b'l ' t' .. . . . . . an · m 1 1 1cs, any pro-
perty whatsoever, the same shall not he paid to or 
distributed among the members of such body o1· 
any of them, but shall bo given to some other 
body of persons nssocintcd for the pnrposc of main­
taining religious worship to be determined by 
the votes of not less than three-fifths of the mem­
bers present at a meeting convened for the pu.r­
posc, or in default thereof by such Court as last 
a fores.iid. · 

8. When any question arises as to wl1eth<')r 

Q t
. ho b any person is a member of 

ncs 10n mny su • l bod .. , . . I 
mitl;ed to High Court. any sue 1 yns<t~m.esa!~ • 

or as to the vahchty of 
~n.Y, appoi!ltment undc;r ll1is Act, any. person 
mtcrested m such quesL1on may apply, hy petition, 
to the Hi~h Court J_'o!· its opinion on such question. 
A copy ?I such pct1t10n shall I.Jc servcll upon, aml 
the henn!lg thcreof~1:1y be alten~ed by, such other. 
persons .mtexestecl m the questiOn as the CourL 
thinks fit. 

Any opinion given by the Court on an applica­
tion under this section shall be deemed to have 
the force of a declaratory tlccree. 

The c~sts of every application under this section 
shall be in the discretion of the Court. 

1:HE SCHEDULE. 

(See section 3.) 
.. ll;{emomndum of the ~ppointment of new trustees of the (clesCJ·ibe tl1e OhtM~lt, chctpel Ol' othc1• 

6utldi'llo!J8 and pl·Qpc,·ty) situate 
at a meeting duly convened aud held for that- purpose (in tho VeslliJ of inc · scticl · j on tile 

day of 18 , A. B. of Chairman. 
Names and descriptions of nil the trustees on the conRtitution or last appointment of trustees mado 

\ho day of 
(ltel'C insel't th~ B<'rne }. 

Names and descrip'tions of all the trustees in whom the said (cltctzJCl} and ·propcrtv now. becomo, 
legally vested. J • 

.Fi,·st.-01<1 continuing trustees:- 4 
· (ltel'C insm·t the sa1ite}. \ 

Sf.ooncl.-New tn!stee~ now chosen and npt>ointcd :-
(hc1'e vnsert the same). 

Dated thia day of 187 

. Signed by the said A. B. as Chairman of the } 
srud ~cctiDg, at and in tho presence. of the said 
Moctmg on tho day IUld year aforesaid in the 
'Pro&GDCO of- . 

A.B., 

C. D. 
E. F. 

. ' - D.- FITZPATRICK 

Secrc'ta1·y to tlw Govemmcnt of Inclia, Le;isl<ttive DeiJCfl'tmcnt • 
.IOM.U Y : I'JIJMT£11 AT THE OIIVCit.SilE:iT CIINT!:AL l'.llll&,, 


