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PART VI

; BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. | sine, paraffin oil, mineral oil, petroline,

The following Rill was introduced in the | gasoline;benzol benzoline ilibaRared
Council of the Governor General of India for l
the purposé of making Laws and Regulations |
on the 5th November 1897 : ‘

No. 19 of 1897.

(%) any inflammable liquid which is made from
petroleum, coal, schist, shale, peat or any
other bituminous substance, or from any
product of petroleum ; and

¢) any liquid or viscous mixture with other
"y

4 Bill to further a ’1”5% Lhe Petroleum Aet, | substances of any of the liguids aforesaid:
ot . . | but it does not include any oil ordinarily used
WHEREAS it is expedient to further amend the | g |ylyicating purposes an({ having its ﬂ)z'\shing
XIT of 1556s Petroleun Act, 1886; 1t is hereby enacted as point at or above two hundred degrees of Fahren-
follows: . heit’s thermometer.”
= 1. (Z) This Act may be | .
Short title and com- - . To sect;
|||uu:‘(():'l'nen2t;L i (i‘:l(])(f;l thclpel‘mle“m Act, ! Addition uft‘ncw‘ sll\ﬂ-)t. Saital Ac?;stiemnfjﬂziviﬂl 2
SRR ‘ '_‘\:-3;'}:","88"((;" sechion 5 8¢5 sub.section shall be added,
(2) 1t shall come into force at once. namely :
e 9. In section 3 of the Petroleum Act, 1886, | “(3) The Governor General in Council may,
XILOT 1886, ¢y tivution of new de- for clause (Z) the follow- ' by notification in the official Gazette, alter or
finition of “petroleum”’ in ing shall be substituted, add to the schedule to this Act by prescribing
section 3, Act X1, 1886.  pamely:  © new or varicd tests, and directions for preparing
3 DB s Ty and using them ; and all freferences in this Act
g petroleunguiciida i to the schedule, when altered or added to, shall
(a) the liquids commonly known by the names be construed as referring to the schedule as g0
of rock oil, Rangoon oil, Burma oil, kero- altered or added to for the time being.”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

TwE necessity for taking precautions to mect the case of the importation, possession or transport of
paints, varnishes and other similar substances containing inflammable material has been brought to the
notice of the Government of India and formed the subject of _correspondence with Ier Ma.jesty’s Secretary
of State. It is in consequence now proposed, by clause 2 of this Bill, to make the provisionsiof the |
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886 (XII of 1886), apply to such substances by extending the definition of ¢ petroleam ”’
ny liquid or viscous xgil;t{ue with other substa.nyces of any of the liquids already referred
he opportunity has, it will be observed, been taken to improve the form of the whole p

L only material alteration consists in the addition of the words which have, for the sake of
ce, been italicised. v

rience has also shown that there are tests and apparatus other than those px:escribed by the
 the Act, which might with advantage be used in certain cases. The addition to section 4
by clause 3 of the Bill is, therefore, designed to enable the Governor General in Council from
e, by notification in the Gazette of India, to alter or add to that Schedule.

(Signed) C. M. Rivaz,

The 271k October 1897. :
e J. M. MACPHERSON,
Secratary to the Government of India.




PArt VI]

THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 18, 1897. 302

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Bill was introduced in the Council
of the Governor General of India for the purpose
of making Laws and Regulations on the 5th Nov-
ember 1897 ;

No. 20 of 1897.
THE INDIAN POST OFFICE BILL.

CONTENTS.

—_— «

CHAPTER I.

PRELIMINARY.
Secrions. . 0
1. Short title, extent, application and commence-
ment.
Definitions.

oo

Meanings of “in course of transmission by
post ’’ and ““ delivery.”

+ CHAPTER II.

PRIVILEGE AND PROTECTION OF THE GOVERN-
MENT.

4. Exclusive privilege of conveying letters resery-
ed to the Government.

5. Certain persons expressly forbidden to convey
letters.

6. Exemption from liability for loss, misdelivery,
delay or damage.

CHAPTER III.
PosTaGE.

7. Power to fix rates of inland postage.

8. Power to make rules as-to packets and pay-
ment of postage or fees in certain cases,

9. Power to make rules as to registered news-
papers.

10. Power to declare postage rates for foreign
postal articles.

11. Liability for payment of postage.

12. Recovery of postage and other sums due in
respect of postal articles.

13. Customs-duty paid by the Post Office to be
recoverable as postage.

14, Post Office marks prima facie evidence of
certain facts denoted.

15. Official mark to be evidence of amount of

postage.

CHAPTER 1IV.
PosTaGE Stames.

16. Provision of postage stamps and power to
make rules as to them.

17. Postage stamps to be deemed to be stamps
for the purpose of revenue.

CHAPTER V.

CoNpITIONS OF TRANSMISSION OF POSTAL
ARTICLES,

SECTIONS,

18. Re-delivery to sender of postal article in
course of transmission by post.

19. Transmission by post of anything injurious
prohibited.

20. Transmission by post of anything indecent,
obscene, seditious, defamatory or grossly offen-
sive prohibited.

91. Power to make rules as to transmission by
post of postal articles.

‘22, Power to postpone despatch or delivery of
certain postal articles.

23. Power to deal with postal articles posted in
contravention of Act.

24. Power of dealing with postal articles contain-
ing goods contraband or liable to duty.

25. Special power to intercept notified goods
during transmission by post.

26. Power for the Government to order intercep-
tion of postal article.

27. Power to deal with postal articles from abroad
bearing fictitious or previously used stamps.

CHAPTER VI.

REGISTRATION, INSURANCE AND VALUE-PAYABLE
Posr.

28. Registration of postal articles.

29. Power to make rules as to registration,

30. Insurance of postal articles.

31l. Power to require insurance of postal articles.

32, Power to make rules as to insurance.

33. Liability in respect of postal articles insured.

34. Transmission by post of value-payable postal
articles.

35, Power to make rules as to value-payable
postal articles.

36. Power to give effect to arrangements with
other countries.

CHAPTER VII. ¥
UNDELLVERED [POSTAL ARTICLES.

37. Power to make rules as to disposal of undeli-
vered postal articles.

38. Disposal of undelivered postal articles at
offico of Post; Master (ieneral.

39, Final disposal of undelivered postal articles.

CHAPTER VIII, 7

SHIP LETTERS.

40, Duty of master of ship departing from any
port in British India, and not being a mail
ship, to convey mail bags.

41. Duty of master of ship arriving at any port
in British India in respect of postal articles
and mail bags on board,

42. Allowance of gratuities for conveyance of
postal articles by ships other than mail ships,




THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 18, 1897,

[ParT VI

The Indian Post Office Bill.

! : (Chapter I—Preliminary— Sections 1-2)

'_. CHAPTER IX.
MoNEY ORDERS.
SECTIONS.
43, Power to maintain money order system and
to make rules as to remittances thereby.
44, Power of remitter to recall money order or
alter name of payce.
45, Power to provide for the issue of postal
orders.
46. Power to give cflect to arrangements with
other countries.
47. Recovery of money order paid to the wrong
person.
48. BExemption from liability in respect of money
orders.

CHAPTER X.
PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE.
Offences by Officers of the Post Office.

49, Penalty for misconduct on the part of letter-
carriers and postmen.

50. Penalty for withdrawal from duty of letter-
carrier without permission of notice.

51 Penalty for making fulse entry in post-man’s
register.

52. Penalty for stealing, misappropriating, secret-
ing, destroying or throwing away postal arti-

o o Cless

53, Penalty for opening, detaiving or delaying
postal articles.

54. Penalty for fraudulently marking postal
articles.

$5. Penalty for fraudulently preparing, altering,

. secreting or destroying Post Office documents.

§6. Penalty for fraudulently sending unstamped
postal articles.

57. Punishinent of offences committed in India,
outside British India.

Other Offences.

58, Penalty for breach of provisions of section 4.
59. Penalty for breach of provisions of section 5.
v 60. Penalty for breach of rules under section 16.
" 61. Penalty for sending articles by post in con-
travention of section 19 or 20.
62. Penalty for defiling or injuring letter-boxes.
63, Penalty for affixing without authority things
to, or painting, tarring or disfiguring post
office or post office letter-box. :
Penalty for making false declaration.
). Penalty for master of ship failing to comply
~ with the provisions of section 40 or 41. ;
56.  Penalty for detention of letters on board
- vessel arriving in port.
nalty for detaining mails or opening mail

y for retaining' postal articles wrongly

y Al
RIRpaLI e &
% ¢ attempting to commit,
MJ, 4
é ;ﬁ&“\oﬁ;

- T

CHAPTER XI.

SUPPLEMENTAL.
SECTIONS.
78. Zamindari posts. !
74. General power to make rules and provisions
as to rules under Act. ; 5
@s. Delegation of powers, other than rule-making
powers, to Director General of the Post Office.
76. Repeal,
77. Saving.

THE FIRST SCHEDULE.—INLAND POSTAGE
" RaATESs.

THE SECOND SCHEDULE,—ENACTMENTS

* REPEALED.

[7he marginal references lo the « Eng. Bill”
are references to the Linglish Iost Office Consoli-
dation Bill.]

"

A Bill to consolidate and amend the Law relat-
ing lo the Post Ofjice tn India.

WiEeRrEAs it is expelient to consolidate and
amend the law relating to the Post Office in India ;
1t is hereby enacted as follows :

CIIAP'FEIi 1. ¥ -
PRELIMINARY.

Short title, extent, ap- 1. (Z) This A,Ct may be
plication and commence- called the Indian Post
ment. Office Act, 1898.

(2) 1t extends to” the whole of British India,
inclusive of Upper Burma, British Baluchistan,
the Sauntal Parganas and the Pargana of Spiti;
and it applies also to—

(a) all Native Indian subjects of Her Majesty
in any place without and beyond British
India;

(b) all other British subjects within the territories
of any Native Prince or Chief in India;
and

(c) all servants of the Queen, whether British
subjects or mot, within the territories of
any Nafive Prince or Chief in India.

E(S) It shall come into force on the day

o

3

2. TIn this Act, unless there is anything repug-
nant in the subject or
X . . context,— CET iy
(a) the expression ¢ Director General’’ means
e ﬁ%}Diﬁe«:ﬁdp General of the Post Office of
" ja RePSALENCR PSSR SSE g

Dtiitions.

3,
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( Chapter I—Preliminary—Section 3.
of the Gorernment

The Indian Post Office BilL.

Chapter I1I— Privilege and Protection
—Seclions 4-3.)

[New.] (3) the expression “inland,”” used in relation to|* time of its being delivored to a post office o d"'g-n ; 1}3{
a postal article, means— to the time of its being delivered to the g ggiy™
; ; 48 : ; addressec :
i) posted in British Tndia and addressed to A
any place in British India or to any h) lhc'dchvcry of a postal article of any de-
place for which a post office is established seription fo o letter-carrier or other per-
by the Governor General in Council son authorized to veceive postal articles of
beyond the limits of British India ; or thas description for the post shall he deem-
(ii) posted at any post office estublished by | ed to be a delivery to a post office : and
the Governor Sig‘r_;cml in Council beyond | () the delivery of a postal article at the house
the limits of L.:-m-;‘h. .:lndm and addressed | or oflice of the addressee, or to the addressee
‘u)"nny. place for which any such post | or his servant or agent or other person
ofiice is established or to any place in | . considered to be authorized to reccive the
British India : s article according to the usual manner of
[New. Cf (¢) the expression “mail bng"i includes a bag, u]ch\'l\.-\l*lng- postal articles PO the mldresseg,
L;— Bill, cl. box, parcel or any other envelope or cover- 3'.“’\“ deemed to be delivery to the ad-
2 ing in which postal aiticles in course of FeBEER:
transmission by pest ave conveyed, whether pe——
it does or does not contain any such article: .
- el T L CHAPTER IL.
[New.] (d) the expression “ mail ship” means a ship
regularly employed for carrying mails, PRIVILEGE AND PROTECTION OF THE
= J ] v Jo T .
whether under contract or mnot, by the GOVERNMENT,
Government of India or Ier Majesty’s - o . 5 o
G e N e (;].L. e 4. Wherever within DBritish India posts or postal e, X1v
S . 1 et / communications are - 1866, s 657
British possession or foreign country : Exclusive privilege of lished ])y. tthe (;;:;?:};r “"l“: 4 and
New 0 ; T e M Anr AR L hy v o 22 | conveying letters resecved et xes : 3 1 Vict., c. 43
1[-:.\:¥“'Bill,(:fl/' (¢) the expression “officer of the Post Offiee” | ¥ My 8 oot e, General 'in Council, the r ' oy ogn

8

s7.

includts any. person employed in  any
Lusiness of the Post Office or on behalf of
the Post Oflice:

: Governor  General  in Eng. Bill, ¢l
Council shall have the exclusive privilege of con- 3t (2).]
veying by post, from one place to another, all

[New.  Cf (/) the expression “ postage” means the daty | letters, exeept in the following cases, and shall also
iid.) chargeable for the transmission by post of | hiwe the exclusive privilege of performing all the
postal articles : incidental serviees of receiving, collecting, sending,
[New.] (g) the expression  postage stamp * means any ;l.c":[if"];'l’h”fg" :mvd.dellver!ug all letters, except in
stamp provided by -the Governor General he following cases, that is o say :
i;; Couneil for <Icn‘uhn,';'.' postage ov other {a) lg:t('crs sent by a private friend in his way,
. fees or sums payable in respect of postal journey or travel, to be delivered by
articles under this Act, and includes adhesive him to the person to whom they are direct-
postage stamps and stamps p_rzn!u‘l, em- ed, without hire, reward or other profit or
bossed, impressed or otherwise-indicated on aldvantage for receiving, carrying or deliver-
.any envelope, wrapper, posteard or other ing them :
article:: () letters s : : .
. b)) letters solely concerning the private affairs
[New. Cf. (%) the expression “yost <office™ 1.nc‘mlvs cvery of the sender or receiver thereof, sent by a
PS"] Bili, cl. hnu;c, l)lllid'zng, roon, rcu'.-’rm:;l‘t): or place | » Iessenger on purpose ; and
used for the purposes of the Post Office ; ; q
; ll .l":‘_‘ t‘li._ll' e l:r\ bj) L G (o) letters solely concerning goads or property,
and every letter-box pravided by ne 1ost sen® cither by sea or by land to be delivered
Ofiice for the reception of postal articles : with thels rdodamon ypx-‘olml'by “hea efl;lc]e
- - e ~ ¥ $
[‘\fc-.\_‘.'( (,:/;.. (¢) the expression ‘‘postal article” means a letters cunc:rn, without hire, reward or
ﬂ“l‘uplillxil‘!.;\‘]lll o letber, posteard, reply posteard, newspaper, other profit or advantage for receiving,
packet”  in book, pattern or sample packet, parcel, and carrying or delivering them : :
ilid] every article or thing - transmussible by | proyided that nothing in this section shall
of & i 5 . - 2 hed :
) . post ¢ R . " authorize any person to make a eollection of letters
[New.] (/) the cxprc-ss,nn‘ |Io:>)., . M.’:s.lcr (.-;cnur::l 22 c:\‘cept.i:d as aloresaid for the purpose of sending
n;;ludm{ra Deputy Post .zlmstcr General or | them in the manner hereny aathorized. -
otner oilicer exerclsng tue l)ll\\'i“x‘S 1'!2 al v 3 a1 e - 5
Post Master General : and { 5 W herever wilhin Bmlfh India posts or (06 X1V of
E 5 i hostal ¢ icati ot '
[New.] (%) the expression “the Post Office” ineans| Certan persons expressly zst'ﬂ:lis(’}?mmlllmclamys el '}8%"!\':1 “&"
=g the department presided over by the Directoy | forbidten to convey letters, Sr Gand il ir{ (;' v ({{)\:ﬁ‘- 1 Vict, e. 39,
General of the Post Office. | : 2 ¢ 1 ouncil, the ;o 0nd Bne, |
X / | following persons are expresaly forbidden to col- }}in.' :lm;f?
Menmings of in cour ¢ 3. Far the ]nu‘lw.»e;ol"‘]e"t’ carry, tender or deiiver letters, or to receive i, (il
of gmabion, 1y st 4 uttirs for the purpore of carnying or deivering
: 1 axticl | them, although they obtain no hiré, reward or
[Nov s ) e postal artids shall Le deemed {o be in | other profit or advantage for so doing, that is to
47 & 43 Vier,, course of transmission by post from the !say:

vi.—84
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The Indian Post Office Bill.

(Clapter 1T~ Privilege and Proteclion of the Government— Section 0.
. Chapter I1I—Postage —Sections 7-11). : :

(@) common carriers of passengers or goods,' | (c) prescribe tl)e postage -fl/) be c:lla}:gefl 011110;;“1:”-]3
and their servants or agents, except as | postal articles wheu 1]1? p?.sm'_de.xs P
regards letters -solely concerning  goods i paid or is insufficient y prepaid ; :

i their carts or carriages ; and (d) provide for the redirection of postal gn'hf:lcs,

(¥) owners and masters of vessels sailing or pass- and the transmission by post of articles so

ing on any river or canal in British India, | redirected, either free of charge or S}ll')il'c%,t to
‘ or between any ports or places in British | such further charge as may be specified 1n
k- India, and their servants or agents, except the rules; and
| as regards letters solely concerning goods| (o) preseribe the fees to be charged for the
| on board, and except as regards postal| “express detivery” of postal articles, in
“ articles received for conveyance under Chap- | addition to, or instead of, any other postage
E ter VILI. chargeable thereon under this Act.
| {Uﬁ X1V of 6. The Secretary of State for India in Council — Erplanalion.—* Ixpress delivery ” means deli-
- 1866, s, 65.] shall not incur any liabi- | very®by a special messenger or conveyauce.

Exemption from liability lity by reason of the|
for loss, misdelivery, delay i 4 . |
or damage, loss, misdelivery or delay
of, or damage to, any | Power to mako rales as to
postal article in course of transmission Ly post, | vegistercd newspapers. S
except in so far as such hnl{l‘llty may i express ;o o post 85 rogistered néwspapers.
terms be undertaken by the Governor General in 10y For 11 o ; !
Council as heremafter proyided ; and no oflicer of | (~) 1_01 the purpose of such registy -"'L‘th every
the Post Office shell incur any liability by reason | publication, consisting wholly or in great part of

the registration of news-

5 of any such loss, misdelivery, delay or damage, ' Political or other news, ovof articles relating thereto
unless he has caused the same fraudulently or by | or to other current topi:s, with or without advert sc-
his wilful act or default. | ments, shall be deemed a newspaper, subject to the

|
% : T l (v) that it,is published in. numbérs at inter-
P :
CHAPTER IIT. \ vals of not more than thirty-one days ; and
(6) that it has a boud fide list of subscribers.
Posrace,
y J (%) An extra or supplement to o newspaper
New ¢f 7. ({) The Governor General in Council may, | bearing the same date as the newspaper and trans-
ing. Bill, I T by notification in the | mitted therewith, shall be deemed to be part of the
2] iula::ic[:.ong"cm rases oL Guzette of India, fix the | newspaper :
3 rates of postage and other
sums to be charged in respect of postal articles
gent by the inland post under this Act, and may

following conditions, namely :

Provided that no such extra or supplement shall
be so deemed unless it consists whotl y or in.great

. L part of matter like that of the newspaper and has
; : make rules as to the scale of weights, terms and : ; s 123!
! conditions subjecs to which the ha (’, fixed shall | the title and date of publication of the newspaper

| i o | brinted at the top of each page.

Provided that the highest rate of postage, when | fi@planation.—Nothing in this section or in the
prepaid, shall not exceed the rates set forth for | Fules thercunder shall e construed to render it
each class of postal articles in the first schedule. | ¢ompulsory to send’newspapers by the inland post.

. (2) Unless and until such nofification as afore-| 10. Where arrangements are in force with the

gald 1s issued, the rates set forth in the said sche- Pt Toe United Kingdom, or with

dule shall be the rates chargeable understhis Act. | pree g ;:,:.::[, P onat  any British possession or

» FnE 3 |'articles, © foreign country, for the

1V of 8. (Z) The Governor General in Council may | b transmission Ly post of
19 make rules as to hook | postal articles bety itish 3

» | posts iicle veen British India and the

'eo.P ::'c"‘k'ea‘: :::lk“v;;ﬁ‘: s pattem and sample pﬂek‘-fi United Kingdom or such possession or country,

:i‘. of postago or fees in certain 05> the prepayment o the Governor General in Council may, in confor-

cases, postage, and ﬂ_“’ 1“")’111011117 mity with the provisions of such arrangements,

a3 3 of p_ostagg or fees‘ on the | declare what Postage rates and other sums shall be

l'eOhl:n and “express delivery ”” of postal arti- charged in respeet of such postal articles, and may

S e make rules as fo the scale of weight, terms and

ar,an‘! without prejudice to the conditions subject to which the rates so declared

he foregoing power, such rules may— | Shall be charged,
_what packets may be sent by the
ackets within the meaning of

postage. other "sum  chargeable

! b under this Act is due,
shall be bound to pay the postage or sum so charge-

able on his aceepting deliver i
‘ cep! ry of the postal article,
unless be forthwith egurns it;'unopenid.

-

9. (Z) The Governor General in Council may [New
make rules providing for Eng. Bill, cl.

11, (2) The addressec of a postal article on [&F, XIV of
Linbility for payment of "INCD Dostage or  amy 1860 &
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Chapter II—Postage—Sections 12-15. Chapter IV'— Postage Stamps—Seclions 16-17. |
Chapter V— Conditions of Transmission of Poslal Articles—Sections 15-19). ]

(2) 1f the postal article is refused or returned | (2} The Governor General in Council nay make 1
as aforesaid, or if the addressee is dead or canuot rules as to the supply, :ale and use of posiage |
Le found, then the sender shall be bound to pay | stamps. ‘
the postage or sum due thereon under this Act. (%) Tn particular and without prejudice to the : |

[Cf. XIV of 19 If any person refuscs to pay any postage
1866, 5. 25.] 8
or other sum due from

"‘ Recovery of postage and  him under this Act in

;‘E::ﬁ:;’[;ﬁ‘:‘ S R respeet of any postal arti-
cle, the sum so due may,
on application made by an officer of the Post Office
authorized in this behalf by the written order of
the Post Master General, be recovered for the use
of the Post Office from the person so refusing, as
if it were a fine imposed under this Act, by any
Magistrate having jurisdictior{ where that person
may for thie time being.be resident; and the Post
Master General may further direct that any other
postal article, not'being on Iler Majesty’s service,
addressed to that person shall be withheld from him
unl;li] the sum so due is paid or recovered as afore-
said.

[Cf NIV of g

1836, 5. 67.] Where a postal article on which any duty
of customs is payable, has
been received by pest from
any place beyond the limits
of British India and the
duty has been paid by the postal authorities at any
customs-port or elsewhere, the amount of the duty
shall be recoverable as if it were postage due under
this Act. .

Customs.duty paid by
the Yost Office to be re-
coverable as postage,

[New. €. 10 14. In every proceeding for the recovery of any
oL "“';';; postage or other sum al-
C. "D, 85, 10 Pogt Oflice marks zrimd  Joood to be due under this
and 115 88 & oo evidence of cortam S

39 Vict., ¢.22, Tucts donoted. Act in respect of a postal

8. §5; am :ll‘Li(;l Sy
Eng. Bill, dl. ol b : :
5. + (a) the production of the postal article, having

thercon the official mark of the Post Office
denoting that the article has been refused,:
or that the addressee is dead or cannot he
found, shall be 7rimd facie evidence of the
fact so denoted : and «
(b) the person from whom the postal article
purports to have come, shall, until the con-
trary is proved, be deemed to be the sender
thereof.

The official mark on a postal article de-
noting that any postage or
other sum is due in respect
thereof to the Post Office

.Cf 35 15,

Official mark to be evid-
ence of amount of postage.
«

C £
s. §; and
. Bill cl.

geneality of the foregoing power, such tules

"l:ly—'

(«) fix the price at which postage stamps shall
be sold ;

(0) declare the classes of postal articles in respect
of which postage stamps shall be used
for the payment of postage or ot'.cr sums
chargeable under this Act ;

(¢) prescribe the conditions with regard to por-
foration, defacement and all other matters
subject to which postage stamps may be
accepted or tefused in payment of jostage
or other sums; |

(d) regulate
1!0.

(¢) declave the persons by whom and the terms
and conditions subject to which postage
stamps may be sold; and (/) prescribe the
duties and remuneration of persons sclling

postage stamps.

the custody, supply and sale of
stamps ;

17. Postaze stamps provided under section 16 fep XTIV of
shall be deemed to be l"50:7‘=‘- b
Posiage stamps to be  stamps issued by Govern- 2437

deemed to be stamps for the
purpose of reveirue,

ment for the purpose of
revenue within the mean-
ing of the Tndian Penal Code, and, subject to the
other provisions of this Act, shall be used for the
prepayment of postage or other sums chargeable -
under this Act, in respect of postal articles, except
where the Governor General in Council directs
that prepayment shall he made in some other way.

XLV of 1560

CIIAPTER V.
Coxprrioxs or TraNsMIssION oF POSTAL ARTICLES. )
18. (I) The Governor General in Council may, [C£ XIV of
by rule, provide for the !*9% % 20
3
redelivery to the sender,
without reference to the
consent of the addressee
and subject to such conditions (if any) as may he
deemed fit, of any postal article in course of trans-
mizsion by post.

Redelivery to sender of
postal article in conrse of
transmission by post.

i (2) Save as provided by any rules that may he
{made under sub-section (/), the sender shall nog

of British India or to the P'ost Office of the United e entitled to recall a postal article in course of
Kingdom or of any British possession or foreian | transmission by post.
country shall be primd facie evidence that the sum !

denoted as aforesaid is so due.

CHAPTER IV.
PosTiGe STAMDS.
16. (I) The Governor General in Council shall

cause postage stamps to
be provided of such
and denoting such
as he may think nece
for the purposes of this Act. g

[¢f. XIV of
1806, ss. 86, % ‘
38.] Provision of postage
stamps and power to make
rules as to thew.

kinds | ;
..lll(;,_.s | by post or any officer of the Post Office.

ary

19. (4) Exeept as otherwise provided by rule (e x1v o
and subject to such condi- 1566, s, 42

tions as may be prescribed and 47 & 4

thereby, no person sha.ll:i“" !

’ send by post any explosive,

| dangerous, fiithy, noxious or deleterious substance,

(any sharp instrument not properly protected, or

any living creature which is either noxious or likely

to injure postal articles in course of transmizsion 9

| Transmission by post of
| anything injurivus pro-
| hibited,

i (%) Noperson shall send by post any article or
| thing which is likely to injure postal articles in
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ion by post or any officer of the ! (J) Any postal article k!m\vn or suspcct(':(! to he!
: | sent by post in contravention of the provisions of
. - hall s | soction 19 or section 20 way, if uceessary, be
0= & 48 Viet, 20. No person sha S“.“‘l‘ by post any indecent ! opened and the article itself or its contents des-
T S " ouscene pr ] H = = Post, der
76, » 43  Transwission by post of OF Ouseene 1“'"1"‘:?’ A ‘troyed under the authority of the Posv Master
d Eues Bill, anytlong mdecent, ovscene, 308, photegraph, Litho- |
.16, sedivions, detamatory  or  araph, engraving, hook or |
§f°"’l'3' offensive  probi- o] or any other inde-  24. Where a postal article, suspected to con- [CfX 1V of
ited, cent or obzcene article, ov ' Pawer ot dealing with tain any eontraband goods };5“‘. -15'\"i2?‘
= 2 L R 3 & )
any postal article having thereon, or on the cOVEr pastal articles containing  or anything liable to duty, ¢ o . 65,
thereof, any woids, marks or designs of anindecent, goods contraband ov linble js received for delivery at and En
obscene, seditious, deiamatory or grossly ofiensive 0 W& any post office, the officer ¢l 151
character. in charge of the post office shall send a notice
i 91. () The Governer b writing to the addressee inviting him to attend
bS8 % 30 ‘.M'f Power to make rales a5 (General in Council may | Cither in person or by agent, within a specified
fen 92, 80.8,4 t"_‘f‘;"""“‘“,""‘" by postor o iles as to bhe trans- | time ab the post office, and shall in the presence of
fod Ens. Bilyj Léat BLUIRLON: mision by post of postal [ the addressee or his agent, or if the addressee or
el ! articles  his agent [ails to asttend as aforesaid, then in his
. B S R S { nbsence, open and examine the postal article :
(2) In particular and without prejudice to the | :
acnerality of the forecome power, such rules, Provided first, that, if the Director General
o - o o 3 ; s £ o
may — ¢ | s0 directs in the case of any post -oflice or class of
{«) provide for the granting receipts for, and [0St offices, the oflicer in charge of the post oflice
§ the granting and obtaining certificates of shail call in fwo respectable persons as witnesses
1 ohtaining 1 [ St
; posting and delivery of, postal articles, and | before he opens a postal avticle in the absence of
the sums to be pad, in addition to :vqm““—' addressce or his agent :
other postage, for such receipts and certifi- |~ Provided, secondiy, that in all cases a postal .
cates 3 and avbicle, after being opened under this section, shall
(%) regulate covers, foim, dimen-ions, maximum Ve delivered to the addressee, unless it is required
weight and enclosures, and the w.e of posial for the purpose of any further proceeding wnder
articles, other than letters, for making com- this or any other law or enaciment for the time
- 403 o ' v . i . . .
4 munications. being in force, and that the opening of the’ postal
N = LA . article and the circumstinees connected therewith
©) -[}35“‘1 articles shall Te posted and delivered ' shall be immediniely reported to the Post Master
: _at such times andin such mauner as the Divector | General :
General may, by order, [rom time to ime appoint.

course of transmi
Post Oflice.

(eneral.

[Xc\v.

{ - Provided, thirdly, that nothing in this section
| shall prevent the detention of pavcels, veceived by
post from any place heyond the limits of British

22. (1) Where the de-patch or delivery from a

0 10at oflice of letters would | ; S
_ :3 %934!\'1;;.: Power to pastpone des- Il)c il e ks ):Ltl(:;l | India, at the customs-port or other place at which
and Ena, Bill, lmwhl?:gt:p-my otearnt o deliver ')tllt‘l‘ef)‘(-)—lli'l ot | Uhey ave received, and the opening of pavcels so
Sl 16 [ostasaicics. . |received by the Customs authoritics for the pur-

the same time of book, | - Pl luty of cust
o - . o by Ul 3
pattern or sample packet: and parcels, orany of | PO°¢ OF 1€VYIng any duty of customs.

1 . . .
them, such packets or parcels, or any, of them, may, ! 25. Where a notification has heen published [Cf XIV of
I subject to such rules as the Governor General in| * under section 19 of the 1866, s. 6UA.)
Council may make in this behalf, be detained in | Specinl power tointercept “gon * (ustoms ARLET 878 v ool a78
. ) 0 4O

SNe.  OF.

!_

R T

N f i A uotified goods during trans- | R
. the Post Oflice so0 long as may be necessary. [ iion Dy post. & in respect of any goods of
(2) Where separate parcel posts are estul)lished,’ . any specified deseription,

parcels may be torwarded and conveyed by them, | ™ officer. of thg Post Oflice empowered in this
being detained, if necessary, in the Post Oflice for | behalf by the Governor General in Council may
Silkb s pose. { search, or cause search to be made, for any such
e 3 . { goods in course of transmission by post, and shall
ﬁ{r 28. (1) Any postal u:uclc x;gut b); post mr coln- i tl_]chvcr all (fuch ;.;ioods found to such bflicer as the
b 5 iavention of any of the | Gosernor General in Council may appoint in this
hf::‘;:lxmu‘“ﬁ‘ Lon.  Provisions of this Act may ' behalf, and such goods may be disposed of in such
avention of Act, be defained and ciher re- | mamner as the Govenor General in Council may
- turned fo the sender or!direct.
ed to destination, in each caze charged with ' 2% ! ;
tional postage (£ any) as the Governor | . (2) On the occurrence of any public emer- [New, Cf
uncil may, by rule, d.rect, i gency, or in the interest XIIL of 1855,
B3y, b s - ¢ Power for the Govern- ¢ ¢}, bl £ .8 5.]
Eor Post Ofi  mentto order interception o public ‘sa ety or
. g‘ e Z‘r 08 ; .1ceth91 1 of postal arsicle, ganquxlhty, the Governor
036 er Greneral in this ieneral in Council, or a
ten any newspaper or any | I.;ocnl Government, or any officer specially ’autho-
Ket, in course of trans- rized in this hehalf by the Governor General in
uspects to have bee-“s Council, may, by order in writing, direct that any
of any of the provi- postal article or class or desciiption of postal articles
o {in cowrse of transnnssmnv by post shall be inter-

”




[Cf.' XIV of
1566,s. 66.] al articles from
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cepted or detained, or shall be delivered to the Gov-
ernment or to an officer thereof mentioned in the
order, to be disposed of in such manner as the
Governor-General in Council may direct.

(2) If any doubt arises as to the existence of a
public emergency, or as to whether any act done
under sub-section (Z) was in the interest of the
public safety or tranquility;s™ certificate signed by
a Secretary to the Government of India or to the
Local Government shall be conclusive proof on the
point.

27. (Z) Where a post-
al article is received by
post from any place beyond
the limitsof British India—

(@) bearing a fictitious postage stamp, that is to

sy, any facsimile or imitation or represen-
tation of a postage stamp ; or

(¢) purporting to be prepaid with any pc.ystagc

stamp which has been previously used to
prepay any other postal article;

the officer in charge of the post office at which
the postal article is received, shall send a notice to
the addressce inviting him to attend, either in per-
son or by agent, within a specified time at the post
office to receive delivery of the postal article.

(2) If the addressee or his agent attends at the
post oflice within the time specified in the notice
and consents to make known to the oflicer in charge
of the post oflice the name and address of the sen-
der of the postal article and to redeliver to the
oflicer aforesaid the portion of the postal article
which bears the address and the fictitious or pre-
viously used postage stamp, or, if the postal article
is inseparable from the stamp, the entire postal
article, the postal article shall be delivered to the
addressee or his agent.

(8) If the addressee or his agent fails to attend
at the post office within the time specified in the
notice, or, having attended within that time, refuses
to make known the name and address of the sen-
der or to redeliver the “postal article or portion
thereof as required by sub-section (2), the postal
article shall not be delivered to him, but shall be
disposed of in such manuer as the Governor-Gene-
ral in Council may direct. &

Power to deal with post-
abroad
bearing fictitious or previ-
ously used stamyps,

Ezplanation—For the purposes of this section,
the expression “ postage stamp” includes any post-
age stamp for denoting any rate or duty of postage
of any part of Her Majesty’s dominions or of any
Native State or foreign country.

CHAPTER VI.
REGISTRATION, INSURANCE AND VALUE-

by notification in the Gazette of India, direct that,
in addition to any postage chargeable under this
Act, such further fee as may be fixed by the noti-
fication shall be paid on account of the registration
of postal articles.

29.

() The Governor-General in Council may [Cf: ‘\'[;’ of

Power to make rulesasto  Make rules as to the regis- 1866, s.

registration, tration of postal articles.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
gencrality of the foregoing power, such rules
may—

« (@) declare in what cases registration shall be

required ;

(%) prescribe the manner in which the fees for

registration shall be paid ; and

(¢) divect that twice the fee for registration

shall be levied on the delivery of a postal
article required to be registered on which
the fee for registration has mot been pre-
paid.

(8) Postal articles shall be made over fo the
Post Office for the purpose of heing registered,
and shall be delivered, when registered, at such
times and in such manner as the Director-General
may, by order, from time to time appoint.

30. The Governor-General in Council may, by

sl S0 . . ‘notification in the Gazette

Insurance of postal articles, of India, divect—

(a) that any postal article may, subject to the
other provisions of this Act, be insured at
the post office at which it is posted, against
the risk of loss or damage in course of
transmission by post, and that a receipt
therefor shall be granted to the person
posting it ; and

(%) that, in addition to any postage and fees for
registration chargeable under this Act,
such further fee as may be fixed by the
notifieation shall be paid on account of the
insurance of postal articles.

31. The Governor-General in Council may, by
nofification in the Gazelée
of India, declare in what
cases insurance shall be
required, and direct that any postal article contain-
ing anything required to be insured, which has
been posted without heing insured, shall be return-
ed to the sender or shall be delivered to the
addressee, subject to the payment: of such special
fee as may be fixed by the notification :

Provided that the levy of such special fee as
aforesaid shall not impose any liability upon the
Secretary of State for India in Council in respect
of the postal article.

Power to require insur:
ance of postal articles,

[New.]

[New.]

[New.]

32 (Z) The Governor-General in Council may
Power to make rules as make rules as to the in-
to insurance. surance of postal articles,
(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may— :
() declare what classes: of postal articles ma;
be insured under section 30 ;

- PAYABLE PoST.
N

. o . The sender of a postal article may, subject
']:gsfg :‘I_Y_r, 7 -;7. &2 . I;.o the other ptojv,r’ision‘l of
& 4 Vict,, o, Registtion of postel 4hig Act, have the article
96, 5, 39, and articles registered at the post
'2‘2, i ];,?5' © office at which it is posted, and require a receipt

therefor ; and the Governor-General in Council may,

v1.—8b
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() Any postal article known or suspected to be

conrse of transmission by post or any officer of the | 1 i ed >
Post Oliice. $ | sent by po=t in contravention of the provisions of
N/ " . Cseetion 19 or section 20 wmay, if nccessary, be
20. No person shall i-'c.!‘ld’ by post any indecent ! opened and the aticle itself or its contents des-
76, 5 43 Transmission by post of OF ovscene pr-nving, l"’_““t'.u-o_yell wnder the authority of the Posv Master
d Enge Bill, any thing mdecent, ovscene, DS,  phote ph, Litho-
sedivious, deiamatory or  araph, engraving, hook or
grossly offensive  proli- Gopd Cor any other inde-  24. Where a postal article, suspected to con- [cy.
e _ cent or obscene article, OF| power of dealing withe (HI 2NY contraband goods :]35“": S
any postal articie baving thereon, or on the cover | postal articles containing  OF anything liable to duty, v, 96, 5. 65 ;
thereor, any woids, marks or designs of an indecent, | gouds contraband or liable is received for delivery at und Eng. Bill,
abscene, seditious, defamatory or grossly offensive | *° duty. any posi oflice, the officer ¢l 18.]
character. 'in charge of the post oflice shall send a notice
“in writing to the addressee inviting him (o att_e.nd
Power ta make rules as  (Geperal in Couneil may | Cither in person or by agent, _\vntlnn a specified
T 93, 5% 3, 43 0 WABSIMSSIUN Y POSUOL o1t T pss ) tie ab the post office, and shall in the presence of
and Eng. Bilj, 1ot sraeies. is-don by post of postal [ the addressee or his agent, or if the addressee or

{eneral.

bited,

21. () The Governor

New. €1
98 & 30 Vict,, ,

] . s | his agent lails to aitend as aforesaid, then in his
AT Ar o . ... .. labsence, open and examine the postal article :
(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
generalivy of the foregoing power, such rules| Provided first, that, if the Director General
may — : I'so direets in the case of any post office or class of
; (@) provide for the granting receipts for, and ! post offices, the oflicer i“ charge of the post office
‘ the granting and obtaining certificates of | shail call in fwo l'cspcckn‘llclpcl's(nnsL 5 WABHERRE
B posting and delivery of, postal articles, and | ]""]0"‘“ he opens & postal article in the absence of
‘, the sums to be pad, in addition to any | the addressee or his agent :
’ other postage, for such receipts and certili- ~ Provided, secondiy, that in ali cases a postal .
[ cates ; and ariicle, after being opened under this section, shall
] (6) rezulate covers, form, dimensions, maximum be delivered to tllc‘:ul;h'es§ee, llxxlc.fs it is required
[j weight and enclosures, and the w.e of postal for the purpose of any tm'l;he'x' ]\1'occ1e|lm'g- un'llcr
) articles, other than letters, for making com- tll{s ot any other law or cnae‘;:x'mnt for Ll}c time
e Thunications. being in force, and that the opening of the' postal
. article and the eireumstanees connected therewith
(9) Postal arlicles skall e posted and delivered ' shall be immediately reported to the Post Master
_at such times and in such manner as the Divector  General
S S el 5
! General may, by order, from time to time appoint. |+ Provided, thirdly, that nothing in this section
~ 922. (1) Where the de:paich or delivery from 'l,: shall prevent the detention of parcels, veceived by
[ New. G post office of lettors would | Post from any place beyond the limits of British
India, at the customs-port or other place at which

3 & 84 Vicks  Power to +
7 : e to postpone des- o Jalaved by the despatch | :
G T 8 175 patch or delivery of cortam Jaelibypke despatel they are received, and the opening of pavcels so

and Eng, Bill Gals ¢ delivery therefr at | / 1n,
e postal articles, . ordelivery, therofrom ab | oceived by the Customs authorities for the pur-

L 15.] the same time of book, B e

pattern or sample packet: and parcels, or any "fll se of levying any duty of customs.
£y the?], such packets or parcels, or any of them, may,! 25. Where a notification has been published [Cf XIV of
15 subject to such rules as the Governor General iu] ° under section 19 of the 1866, s. 60A.]

b ) 55 1 3 A ! an 3y Special power to intercept — q
(.iomi)ul 1811.1).' make in t‘hls behalt, be detained in : uoﬁll'i“l ‘guluds R Jﬁ;}; .Sea Custmrfa Act, 1878, viirof 1878,
the Post Oflice o0 Jong as may be necessary. | wission by post. in respect of any goods of
(2) Where separate parcel posts are established,! = o = thet Post 8"‘[‘" specified “lc';'c‘."l"’t‘;’:.‘{
parcels may be torwarded and conveyed by them,ii‘"l)l ofAccz-ol o L A L
being detained, if necessary, in the Post Ollice for | hehalf by the Governor General in Council may
that purpose  search, or cause scarch to be made, for any such
e : : i #oods in course of transmission by post, and shall
¥ 0{ 23. (Z) Any postal article sent by post in con- deliver all such goods found to such bflicer as the
R tiavention of any of the | Gogernor General in Council may appoint in this
wv::f;:p:;‘egﬂfk bos provisions of this Acgmay ' behalf, and such goods may be disposed of in such
e s : be detained and either re- mamer as the Govenor General in Council may
P turned to the sender or| direct.
ded to destination, in each case charged with ;
aditional B & ik Gloverno: | 26. (Z) On the occurrence of any public emer- [_he\Iv'. . Js(;‘ {
I Comnail 5 by rule, d.rect, e N gency, or in the interest —\15‘]" :
: B ¢ Rower for the Govern— {4 “tha public safety or™ %

e, ’ ment:to order interception e /4
e of a Post Office or | of hostal arsicle. L tranquillity the Governor -

 Master General in this: General in Coundil, or a
y newspaper or any | Liocal Government, or any officer specially autho-
, in course of trans- rized in this behalf by the Governor General in
pects to have been Council, may, by order in waiting, direct that any
of the provi- ' postal article or class or deseription of postal articles
it ian course of transmission by post shall be inter-
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cepted or detained, or shall be delivered to the Gov-
crnment or to an officer thereof mentioned in the
order, to he disposed of in such manner as the
Governor-General in Council may direct.

(2) If any doubt arises as to the existence of a

public emergency, or as to whether any act done
s under sub-section (Z) was in the interest of the
public safety or tranquility;™ certificate signed by
a Secretary to the Government of India or to the
Local Government shall be conclusive proof on the

point.
[Cf.' XIV of Power to deal with post- 27. ’ (1)'thre a posts
1566, s, 66.] al articles from  wbroad al article is received l)y
Lxc-;?‘n'ug‘ ,ﬁlc§:tilulls or previ- ]JOSE_ f‘r.om any p]ace beyond
usly used stamps. the limitsof British India—

(«) bearing a fictitious postage stamp, that is to

say, any facsimile or imitation or represen-
tation of a postage stamp ; or

(0) purporting to be prepaid with any postage

stamp which has been previously used to
prepay any other postal article;

the officer in charge of the post office at which
the postal article is received, shall send a notice to
the addressee inviting him to atteud, either in per-
son or by agent, within a specified time at the post
office to receive delivery of the postal article.

(2) If the addressee or his agent attends at the
post office within the time specified in the notice
and consents to make known to the oflicer in charge
of the post office the name and address of the sen-
der of the postal article and to redeliver to the
officer aforesaid the portion of the postal article
which bears the address and the fictitious or pre-
viously used postage stamp, or, if the postal article
is inseparable from the stamp, the entire postal

> article, the postal article shall be delivered to the
addressee or his agent.

(8) If the addressce or his agent fails to attend
at the post office within the time specified in the
notice, or, having attended within that time, refuses
to make known the name and address of the sen-
der or to redeliver the “postal article or portion
thereof as required by sub-section (2), the postal
article shall not be delivered to him, but slm‘ll be
disposed of in such manner as the Governor-Gene-
ral in Council may direct. “

n.—For the purposes of this section,
the expression ‘ postage stamp”” includes any post-
age stamp for denoting any ’rnte or duty of postage
of any part of Her Majesty’s dominions or of any
Native State or foreign country.

PR

CHAPTER VI

-

v, IN v LUE-

STRATION, INSURANCE AND VALu
pAYABLE POST.

‘\ . .
: o . The sender of a postal article may, s_ubJect
[orsiy .°§ i to the other provisions of
*'lisislvsi.ct-: s Registration of postal this Act, have the article
96, 5. 39, and asticles. registered at the pps:
22 M ich it i ted, and require a receip

2 at which it 1s posted, : I

b :lliieefor ; and the Governor-General in Council may,

vi.—8b

ZLizplanatio

REc1

by notification in the Gazette of Tudia, direct that,
in addition to any postage chargeable under this
Act, such further fee as may be fixed by the noti-
fication shall be paid on account of the registration
of postal articles.

29. (1) The Governor-General in Council may

Power to make rales as to mﬂk.e rules as to the regis-
registration, tration of postal articles.

(?) In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may—

(@) declare in what cases registration shall be

required ;

(4) prescribe the manner in which the fees for

registration shall be paid ; and

() direct that twice the fee for registration

shall be levied on the delivery of a postal
article required to be registered on which
the fee for registration has nof been pre-
paid.

(9) Postal articles shall be made over to the
Post Office for the purpose of being registered,
and shall be delivered, when registered, at such
times and in such manner as the Director-General
may, by order, from time to time appoint.

30. 'The Governor-General in Council may, by
‘notification in the Gazette
of India, divect—

(a) that any postal article may, subject to the

Insurance of postal articles.

other provisions of this Act, be insured aft

the post office at which it is posted, against

the risk of loss or damage in course of

transmission by post, and that a receipt

therefor shall be granted to the person

posting it ; and

(&) that, in addition to any postage and fees for

registration chargeable under this Act,

‘such further fee as may be fixed by the

notification shall be paid on account of the
insurance of postal articles.

31. The Governor-General in Council may, by

- - notification in the Gazelée

auco";‘fcf)o:‘;“{fj;‘i’c'_'ﬁs:"”'“' of India, declare in what

cases insurance shall be

required, and direct that any postal article contain-

ing anything required to be insured, which has

been posted without being: insured, shall be return-

ed to the sender or shall be delivered to the.

addressee, subject to the payment: of such special
fee as may be fixed by the notification :

Provided that the levy of such special fee as
aforesaid shall not impose any liability upon the
Secretary of State for Indiain Council in respect
of the postal article.

32 () The Governor-General in Council may

Power to make rules as make rules as to the in-
to insurance. surance of postal articles,

(¢) In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may— :

(a) declare what classes of postal articles may

be insured under section 30 ; :

c¢f. XIV o
gsﬁc, s. 26.

[New.]

[New.]

[New.]
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(b) fix the limit of the amount for which postal
articles may be insured ; and

. (¢) prescribe the manner in which the fees for
insurance shall be paid.

(2) Postal articles shall be made over to the
Post Office for the purpose of being insured, and
shall be delivered, when insured, at such places and
times and in such manner as the Dircctor-General
may, by order, from time to time appoint.

83. Subject to such conditions and restrictions
as the Governor-General
in Council may, by rule,
preseribe, the Secretary of
State for India in Council shall be liable to pay
compensation, not exceeding the amount for which
a postal article has been insured, to the sender
thereof for the loss of the postal article or its
contents, or for any damage caused to it in course
of transmission by post :

Provided that the compensation so payable shall

in no case exceed the value of the articles lost or
the amount of the damage caused.

34. The Governor-General in Council may, by
notification in the Gazette
of India, dircet that, sub-
ject to the other provisions
of this Act and to the
payment of fees at such rates as may be fixed by
the notification, a sum of money specified in
writing at the time of posting by the sender of a
postal article shall be recoverable on the delivery
thereof from the addressee, and that the sum, so
recovered, shall be paid to the sender :

Provided that the Secreiary of State for India
mn Council shall not incur any liability in respect
of tha sum specified for recovery, unless and until
that sum has been received from the addressee.

[New.]

[New.]

Liability in respect of
postal articles insurcd.

[New.]
Transmission by post of

value-payable postal arti-
cles.

Zizplanation.—Postal articles sent in accord-
ance with the provisions of this section may be
described as ‘ value-payable ”” postal articles.

35. (Z) The Governor-General in Council may

Power to miake ralesas mMake rules a»t) the trans-
10 value-payablo postal mission by post of value-
articles, payable postal articles.

[New.]

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may— . ;

(«) declare what classes of postal articles may

be sent as value-payable postal articles ;

(b) direct that no postal article shall be so sent

unless _the seuder declares that it is sent in |
- execution of a bond file order received by |

him;
(¢) limit the value to be recovered on the deli-
ve:‘ly of any value-payable postal article;
: al
* (d) prescribe the form of declaration to be made
by the senders of value-payable postal
R articles, and the time and manner of the
+  payment of fees. g

peiy

(3) Postal articles shall be made over“tg the
Post, Office for the purpose of being sent as “V :Llue-_
payable,”” and shall be delivered, when so sent, at
such times and in such manner as the Director-
General may, by order, from time to time appoint.

36.

Power to give eflcct 8
arrangements with other
couuntries,

(Z) Where arrangements are in force with EN"‘“]
the United Kingdom, or

with any British posses-

sicn, Native State or

foreign country, for the
transmission Ly post of registered, insured or
value-payable postal articles between British India

and the United Kingdom or such possession, State

or country, the Grovernor-General in Council may

male rules to give cffect to such arrangements.

(2 In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules may
preseribe—

(@) the form of declaration to he made by the
senders of such postal articles as aforesaid ;
and

(¢) the fees to be charged in respect thereof.

CHAPTER VII. 2

UNDELIVERED POSTAL ARTICLES.

37.

Power to make rules as
to disposal of undelivered
postal articles.

() The Governor-General in Council may [€f XIV of

make rules as to the dis- 1896 ss. 29
n e (1) and 30.]

posal of postal articles

which for any reason

cannot be delivered (hercinafter referred to as

“undelivered * postal articles).

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the’
generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may—

(@) prescribe the period during which undeli-
vered postal articles at any post office shall
remain in that office ; and '

(4) provide for the publication at post offices of
lists of undelivered postal articles, or of any
class of undelivered, postal avticles.

(3) Every nndelivered postal article, after being
detained at a post office for the peviod prescribed
by rule under the foregoing provisions of this sec-
tion, shall,— :

(a) if the name and address of the sender is
known, be forwarded, free of further charge,
to the post office at which it was posted,
for return to the sender ; or,

(b) it the name and address of the sender is not
kunown, be forwarded to the office of the
Post Master General.

38. (Z) Every postal article received at. the [CAXIV of

office of the Post Master 1566, s 24
General under sub-section ]

(%) of section 37 shall be

dealt with as follows :

(a) if practicable, it shall be rsdirected and

Disposal of undelivered
postal articles at office of
Post Master General.

forwarded by post to the addressee : or,



]

(¢ XIV

1866,
3]

[¢f XIV of
1866, s.
and Eng, Bill,

ol. 26.]

[Cf. X1V of
1866, s. 31
and Eng. Bill,

27.1

34
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(b) if it cannot be redirected and forwarded as
aforesaid, it shall be opened by some officer
appointed by the Post Master General in
this behalf and bound to secrecy, in order to
ascertain the name and address of the sender.

(2) If the name and address of the sender is so

\ ascertained, it shall be returned by post to the
' sender, free of further charge or subject to such
further charge as the Governor General in Ceuncil
may, by rule, direct.
3§ 39. Undelivered postal atticles which cannot
& be disposed of under the
foregoing provisions, shall
be detained in the office of
the Post Master General for such further period

®
Final disposal of undeli-
vered postal articles,

(if any), and shall be dealt with in such manuer,
as the Governor General in Council may, by rule,
direct :
Provided that— b
(a) letters and post-cards shall he destroyed ;

(b) money or saleable property, not being of a
perishable nature, found in any undelivered
postal article, shall be detained for a period
of one year in the office of the Post Master
General, and, if on the expiration of that
period no person has established his right
theret, shall, if money, be credited to the
Post Office, and, if saleable property, be sold,
the eale-proceeds being credited to the Post
Office.

CHAPTER VILL
Siutp LETTERS.

40. The master of a ship, not being a mail ship,
about to depart from any
port in British India to
any port within, or any
port or place beyond,
British India, shall receive
on board any mail bag tendered to him by any
officer of the Post Office for conyeyance, granting a
receipt therefor in such form as the Governor
General in Council may, by rule, prescribe, and
shall, without delay, deliver the same at the port or
place of destination.
'he master of a ship arriving at any
; s fl) 'lt of shi port in I;Sritish TIndia shall,
anl.?\l-l;tﬂ’uo ac"“:,;r port i without delay, cause every
Britiahulndia in respect of postal article or mail bag
postal articles and mail on hoard, which is directed
bageSnibearcy to that port and is within
the exclusive privilege conferred on the Governor
General in Council by section 4, %o be delivered
either at the post office ab that port or to some
officer of the Post Office authorized in tuis behalf
by the Post Master (General. .
(2) It there is on board any postal article or mail
bag which is directed to any other place within

Duty of master of ship,
departing from auy port in
British, India and not being &
mail sbip, to convey mail
bagse

further responsibility in respect of the postal article

or mail bag.

49. The Governor General in Council may, by [¢f. XLV o

Allowance of gratuities
or conveyance of postal
articles by ships other than

icles aratuities shall be allowed
mail ships.

to masters of ships, not
being mail ships, in respect of postal articles con-
veyed or to be conveyed by them on behalf of the
Post Office ; and the master of a ship, not being a
mail ship, about to leave any port in British India
as aforesaid shall, if he receives on board a mail
bag “for conveyance, be entitled to demand and
obtain immediately the amount of the gratuity
payable under this section in respect of the mail
bag and its contents.

CHAPIER IX.
Moxey ORDERS.

f
notification in the Gazette 1866, s 33

of India, declare whn.h:{"d;;li:."]g'm“'

43. (1) The Governor General in Council may [New. CALLE

provide for the remitting

12Victs, c. 35,
5.2 ;and Eng.

Pewer to maintain money  of small sums of money B, cl. 23.]

order system and to make
rules as to remittances
thereby.

through the Post Office
by means of money orders,
and may make rules as to
such remittances.

(2) Tn particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules may
prescribe—

(a) the limit of amount for which money orders

may be issued ; and

(9) the rates of commission or the fees to be
charged thercon or in respect thereof.

44. (1) Subject to such conditions as the Gov-
crnor General in Council
may, by rules made under
section 43, prescribe in
respect of the levy of
additional rates of commission or fees or any other
matters, a person remitting money through the
Post Office by means of a money order ma require
that the amount of the order, if not paid to the
payec, be repaid to him, or be paid to such person
other than the original payee as he may direct.

(2) If neither the payee nor the remitter of a
money order can be found, and if within the
peziod of one year from the date of the issue of
the order no claim is made by such payece or
remitter, the amount of such order shall become
forfeited to the Government.

45. The Governor General in Council may
authorize the issue, 1in
such form as may
suitable, of money orders,
to be called postal orders or by such other designa-
tion as may be deemed appropriate, for certain

Power of remitter to re-
call money order or alter
name of payee.

Power to provide for the
issue of postal orders.

British India and is within the exclusive privilege
aforesaid, the master shall, without delay, report
the fact to the officer in charge of the post office
at the port of arrival and act according to the
directions he may receive from such officer, and the
receipb of such officer chall discharge him from all

fixed amounts, and may make rules as to the rates
of commission to be charged thereon and the
manner in which, and conditions subject to which,
they may be issued, paid and cancelled :

Provided that no such order shall be issued for
an amount in excess of ten rupees.

[New.]

{New:  dfs

hn%. Bill, o,
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[Now.] 48. (1) Where arrangements are in force with [ () is in a -‘Jt:‘lte of intovication while so em-
1 ot t the United Kingdom, or ployed ; or ] 4 -
rower to give effect o ojih any British posses- (b) is guilty of carclessness or other misconduct,

Countiies. Ty sion, Native State or leereby the safety of any such mail bag or
foreign country, fo}' ﬂltj postal article as aforesaid is endangered ; or
1ssue and payment through the Post Office of) (c) loiters or makes delay in the conveyance or,
money orders between British India and the United delivery of any such mail bag or postal
Kingdom or such possession, State or clountri}'; tl;z article as aforesaid ; or
Governor General in Council may make rules Ty 1 Pr : v
N B ey o
() In particular and without prej}ldicciz to the A 1'11'{;0!0 e aforcs‘ah)], ail bag
rality of the 9 1 car. S : ) . &
%:;;?SL:"LOI A BRI FOTE N e shall be punishablo with fine which may extend
(a) the manner in which, and the conditions il tyiunees i .
subject to which, such orders may be issued |  50: Whoever, being employed to carry any mail  [New,)
and paid in British India ; and T Sty !)ﬂg' or :my[ postal a_rtxf:le
3 . » chareed thereon, |~ ondw for witharawa' an course of transmission
() the rates of commission to be charg {;?&: O(}ll‘l:ty ;i ::)titsesniozmx;; by post, withdraws from
[New.] 47. If any person, without reasonable exeuse, | ygice, the duties of his office with-

the burden of proving
which shall lie on him,
neglects or refuses to re-
" fund the amount of a money order paid by aun
officer of the Post Office to him instead of to some
other person to whom it ought to have been paid,
 the amount shall be recoverable by any officer of
[Seo T o£ 1595, the Post Office authorized by the Post Master
5. 5.] General in this behalf from the person so neglect-
" ing or refusing as if it werc.an arrear of land-

revenue due from him,

Recovery of money order
paid to the wrong person.

48. No suit or othor legal proceeding shall be
instituted against the Sec-
retary of State for India
in Council or any officer
of the Post Office in respect of—

(@) any thing done under any rules made by the
Governor General in Council under this
Chapter ; or

(0) the wrong payment of a’ money order caused
by incorrect or incomplete information given
by the remitter as to the name and address
of the payee: provided that, as regards
imcompleto information, there was reason-
able justification for accepting the informa-
tion as a sufficient: deseription for the pur-
pose of identifying the payee ; or

(c) the payment of any moncy order being
refused or delayed by, or on account of, any
accidental neglect, omission or mistake, by,
or on the part of, any oflicer of the Post
Office, or for any other cause whatsoever,
other than the fraud or wilful act or default

- of such officer.

[New. Cf. 11
& 12 Vict., c. 4 gy =
88, 5 2; and  Exemption from liability
Eng. Bill, cl. in respect of money orders,
23 (4).]

—_—

CHAPTER X.

PENATTIES AND PROCEDURE.
. Offences by Oficers of the Post Office.

*49. Whoever, being employed . to _carry or
. Penalty for misconduct deliver any mail bag or
any postal article in course
of transmission by post—

s £
n . Bi
: 53;8 l-!on the part’ of letter-
carriers and postmen,

—

out permission or without

having given one month’s previous notice in writing,

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to
fifty rupees.

51.

Penalty for making false

Whoover, being employed to deliver any
postal article in course of

transmission by post and
required while so employ-
ed to keep any register, makes, or causes or suffers
to be made, any false entry in the register with
intent to induce the belief that he has visited a
place, or delivered a postal article, which he has
not visited or delivered, shall be punishable with
Imprisonment for a term which may extend fo six
months, or with fine which may extend to one
hundred rupees, or with both.

entry in postman's register.

52. Whoever, being an officer of the Post [Cf. XIV of

At Office, steals or, for any 13-(1561': S. 1‘3‘?"1
cnalty for stealing, mis-  pusnoze whatsoever 3o, dnd Ling. bHull,
appropriating, .scc?éting. pusy atsoever, mis cl. 54.]

appropriates, sccretes, de-
stroys or throws away any
postal article in course of
transmission by post or anything contained therein,
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be
punishable with fine.

destroying or throwing
away postal articles. o

53. Whoever, being an officer of the Post [New. Gt 7

Penalty or opening, de-
taining or delaying postal
articles.

duty opens, or”causes or ;"‘;ﬁt,c. P
sufters to he opened any Bill, cl. 65.]
postal article in course of
transmission by post or wilfully detains or delays,
or causes or suffers to be detained or delayed, any
such postal article, shall be punishable with im-
prisonment for a term which may extend to two

Yyears, or with fine, or “with both

Provided_ that nothing in this section shall extend f;Iew. Cf.
to the opening, detaining or delaying of any postal XIM1, 1885,s.
arbicle under the authority of this Act, or in ‘ﬁ;: S et

obedience to the order in writing of ot
S e g of the Governor Proviso.]

Penalty for fraudulently

54. Whoever, being an [Cf XIV of

marking postal articles. ~  officer of the Post Office,— 1856, s. 49]

Office, contrary to his \Vill. IVand I*

and Eng.,

55, .

. -
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(a) fraudulently puts any wrong mark on a (@) makes a collection of letters cxcepted from 1

postal article ; or

(b) fraudulently alters, removes or causes to
dizappear any mark or stamp which is on
any postal article ; or

(¢) fraudulently uses or places with or upon
any postal article any stamp which has
been removed from any other postal article ;
or,

(@) being entrusted with the delivery of any
postal article, demands or receives any sum
of money in respect of the postage thereof
which is not chargeable under this Act :

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term

which may extend to two years, and shall also be
punishable with fine.

55. Whoever, being an officer of the Post
Office entrusted with the
preparing or keeping of
any document, fraudu-
lently prepares the docu-
ment incorrectly, or alters or secretes or destroys
the document, shall be punishable with imprison-
ment for a term which may extend to two years,
and shall also be punishable with fine.

56. Whoever, being an officer of the TPost
Penalty for fraudulently Oflice sends b)' post or

[Cf XIV of

£ 50.
500,58 850, Penalty for fraudulently
preparing, altering secret-
ing or destroying Post Office
documents.

[Cf: XIV of
1866, s. 51,

sending unstamped postal puts intoany mail bag any |

articles. unstamped postal article

upon which postage has not heen paid or charged
in the manner prescribed by this Act, intending
thereby to defraud the Government of the postage
on such postal article, shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two
years, and shall also be punishable with fine.

57. Whoever, being an officer of the Post Office
employed in any place in
India beyond the limits
of British India in which
posts are established by
the Governor General in Council, or being appoint-
ed to sell postage stamps in such place, commits
therein an offence punishable under this Act, shall
be punishable either in the place where the offence
was committed by any Court or officer duly em-
powered by the Governor General in Council to
take cognizance of offences committed in that place,
or in any part of British India by any Court of
competent jurisdiction, as if the offence had been
committed :n that part.

Other Offences.
58. (Z) Whoeyer —

Punishment of offences
committed in India, outside
British India.

Penalty for breach of

[ef. X1v of provisions of section 4,

1866, 5. 46.]

(a) conveys, otherwise than by post, a letter
within the exclusive privilege conferred on
the Governor General in Council by section
4; or

(b) performs any service incidental to conveying,
otherwise than by post, any letter within
the exclusive privilege aforesaid ; or

() sends, or tenders or delivers in' order to be
sent, otherwise than by post, a letter within
the exclusive privilege aforesaid ; or

vI.—86

the exclusive privilege aforesaid for the pur-

pose of sending th m otherwise than by post ;

shall be punishable with fine which may ‘extend
to fifty rupees for every such lotter, "

(@) Whoever, having already been convicted of ;
an offence under this section, is again convicted
thereunder, shall, on every such subsequent cinvic- ‘
tion, be punishable with fine which may extend to !
five hundred rupces.

59.
°

Penalty for breach of
provisions of section 5.

(Z) Whoever carries, reccives, tenders or
delivers letters, or collects
lettersin contravention of
the provisions of section 5,
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to
fifty rupees for every such letter.

[Cf. XIV of
1360, 5. 46.]

() Whoever, having already been convicted of
an offence under this section, is again convicted
thereunder, shall, on every such subsequent con-
viction, be punishuble with fine which may extend
to five hundred rupees.

60. Whoever, being [Cf XIV of
appointed to -sell postage 1866, as. &9
stamps,— and 41.]

(2) takes from any purchaser for any postage
stamp or quantity of postage stamps a price
higher than that fixed by any rule made
under section 16, sub-section (3), clause (a),
shall be punishable with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to six months, or
with fine which may extend to two hundred
rupees, or with both ; or

TPemalty for Dbreach of
rules under section 16,

(b) commits a breack of any other rule made
under section 16, shall be punishable with
fine which may extend to two hundred
rupees.

61.
Penalty for aending arti-

cles by post in contraven-
tion of section 19 or 20.

(1) Whoever sends, or tenders or delivers
in order to be sent, by post
any living creature or any- . 75 /10
thing in contravention of and Eng,Bill,
the provisions.of section 19 ¢l 62.1
or section 20, shall be punishable with imprison-

ment for a term which may extend to one year, or

with fine, or with both.

(%) The detention in the Post Office of any pos-
tal article on the ground of its having been sent in
contravention of the provisions of section 19 or
section 20, shall not exempt the sender from any
proceedings which might have been taken if the
postal article had been delivered in dye course of
post.

ch' XIV of
866, s, 42,
47 & 48 Vict,,

62. Whoever places in or againstany post office r v
letter-box anyyﬁl:'e, match 1\4?%%;?
or light, any explosive, 76: & 83 and
g dangerons, filthy, noxions f’:gé Bl 2l
or deleterious substance, or any fluid, or commits il 4
a nuisance in or against any post office letter-box :
or does anytuing likely to injure any post oﬂict’:
letter-box or its appurtenances or contents, shall be
punishable with 1mprisonment for a term 'which
may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both.

Penalty for defiling or
injuring letter-hoxes. :
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New, Cf. 47

63. Whoever, without due authority, affixes any

& 48 Vict., c. T rortl 3

I0,'s. 5; and Penalty for affixing with- plm:ald, . advertisement,

Eng. Bill, cl. ont authority thing to, or DOtiCE, list, d(_)cun'lcm;,

iu']’ painting, t;m'i;)g or disfi- board or other thing in or
guring post office or post F nal v 3

| R e P on, or paints, tars or in

! ; any way disfigures any
posti office or post office letter-box, shall be punish-
able with fine which may extend to fifty rupees.

|

| [New.] 64. Whoever, being required by this Act to

make a declaration in res-
pect of any postal article
to be sent by post or the
contents or value thereof, makes in his declaration
any statement which he knows, or has reason to
believe, to be false, or does not helieve to be true,
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to
two hundred rupees, and, if the false declaration is
made for the purpose of defrauding the Govern-
ment, with fine which may extend to five hundred
rupees.

Penalty for making false
declaration,

:'V;XIV { Penalty for master of

igl{(i S8, gl.ahip failing to comply with

ﬁﬂl:] the provisions of section
40 or 41. :

65. Whoever, being the
master of a ship,—

(a) fails to comply with the provisions of section

The Indian Post Office Bill.
(Chapter X.—Penalties aud Procedure—Sections 63-72).

Provided that nothing in this section shall prevent
the detention of an officer of the Post Qfﬁce carry-
ing the mails or any postal article in course of
transmission by post, on a charge of having com-
miited an offence declared to be cognizable by the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1882, or by any other X of 1§52,
law for the time being in force.

68. Whoever fraudulently retains, or wilfully ¢/ XIV of
secretes or makes away 1866, s. 45.]
with, or keeps or detains,

or, when required by an

officer of the Post Oﬂice,

neglects or refuses to-deliver up, any postal article

in course of transmission by post which ought to

have been delivered to any other person, or a mail

bag containing a postal article, shall be punishable

with imprisonment for a term which may extend to

two years, and shall also be punishable with fine.

Penalty for retaining
postal  articles wrongly
delivered or mail bags.

69. Whoever, not being an officer of the Post '[\‘f,“(/ 54
Office, willfully and mali- 45" 19 2.

cioulsy, with intent to Eng Bill, cl.

injure any other person, 93.]

either opens or causes to

be opened any letter which ought to have heen

Penalty for unlawfully
diverting letters from the
addressees.

| 0, or,

(b) without reasonable excuse, the burden of
proving which shall lie on him, fails to
deliver any postal article or mail bag or to

; comply with the directions of the officer in
! charge of the post office at a port of arrival,
| as required by section 41,
| shall be punishable with fine which may extend
{ to one thousand rupecs.
i
E({ XIV of 66. (Z) Whoever, being either the master of a
1866, 8. 32, ship arriving at any port
| snalivgion dtention  in British India or any one
' :{rli‘:.'i';f:"ino;;m?m Y¢S on board, knowingly has
in his baggage or in his
possession or custody, after the postal articles on
board or any of them have heen scnt to the post
office at the port of arrival, any postal article with-
in the exclugive privilege conferred on the Gover-
nor General in Council by section 4, shall he punish-
able with fine which may extend to fifty rupees
for every such postal article as aforesaid.

(%) Whoever, being such master or other person
as aforesaid, detains any such postal article as afore-
said aftor demand made for it by an officer of the
Post Office, shall be punishable with fine which
E may extend to one hundred rupees for every such
S . Jostal article,

- Lo

¢f. XIV of  67. Whoever, except on the authority of an
.‘.“‘ Penality for “detaining t()}rder 2 (;' gl s Oé i
S Rl overnor Generalin Coun-
sy el e cil or of a Local Govern-
- ment, detains the mails or any, postal article in
course of transmission by post, or on any pretence
- opens a mail bag in course of transmission by post,
i al xbe‘gtunisgahle, with fine which may extend to
~ two hundred rupees: : : :

AR e

delivered to such other person, or does any act
whereby the due delivery of a letter to such other
person is prevented or impeded, shall be punishable
witkhimprisonment for a term which may extend
to six months, or with fine which may extend to
five huitdred rupecs, or with both,

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply
to a personyho does any act to which the section
applies, if ht is a parent, or in the position of
a_parent or gtardian, of the addressee and the
addressee is & minoa or award.

N\

b‘,{w?‘:’l /4

70 Whoever abets %he commission of any [C£ XIV of
oflence punishable under 1566, s. 52.]
this Act or attempts to
commit any offence so
punishable, shall bepunish-
able with the punishment provided for that offence.

Penalty for abetting, or
attempting  to commit,
offences under Act.

7. In every prosccution for an offence in [Cf Act XIV
respect of a mail bag or of 1806, =
. of any postal article sent "
by post, it shall be suffi-
cient, for the purpose of
the charge, to lay the property of the mail bag or
postal article in the Post Office, and it shall not: be

necessary to prove that the mail bag or postal
article was of any value, /

-

Property in cases of
offences to be laid in the
Post Office.

72. No Court shall  take cognizance of any
offence punishable under
this' Act except with the
previous sanction, or on

the complaint, of the Director General or of a Post
Master General, : I

[New.]

Authority for proseou-
tions under Act,
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CHAPTER XI.

For every tola or fraction thereof
exceeding one tola One anna.
SUPPLEMENTAL, Bt s
E’g, ;‘_‘3’._]"‘ 73. (I) The Governor General in Council may e i
7 o make rules for the man- .-Bj-]"le Quarter of an =una.,
‘amindari posts. 3 ; eply i ... Halfan auna,
agement of any zamindari :
or cther district posts. ; Book, PATIERN AND SaMPLE PACKETS.
> (¢) In particular and without prejudice to the iy e
2 gencrality of the foregoing power, such rules may tioracp U LR EOR HAlEan an
declare what portions of this Act shall be applicable 5
to zamindari and other district posts and to the . REGISTERED NEWSPAPERS.
persons employed in connection therewith. Sl & Hoeh : :
[CA XIV of 17 (1) Ul adaition o ihis s hersintiat For a weight not exceeding three :
1586, s, 63.] . a powers herembefore tolas ... Quarter of ‘an anna,
G 1 ) Confel'l'ed; the GQ\'ernor Fora weight not exceeding twenty ; :
R 1'1:2:;2:0;: :;’“:g Geueral in Council may tolas ... ... Half an anna.
rules under Act. make rules to carry ouf For every twenty tolas or fraction .
any of the purposes and thercof exceeding twenty tolas [Talf an anna,
objects of this Act. 0 D
?) In making any rule under this Act, the TRk
Governor General in Council may direct that a Fora weight not exceeding twen-
breach of it shall be punishable with fine whick Ly tolas -+ T'wo annas.
may extend to fifty rupees. . For ;\ weight not exceeding forty 3
(3) All rules made by the Governor General Fnl: 1: r't."”itiuna:l"forl' tol'n.; T et
in Council under this Act shall be published in e Aot exzecdin:g
the Gazette of India and, on such publication, forty tolas Tour annas,
shall have effect as if enacted by this Act.
I[f:{b ;\17V] of 95, The Governor Glcncml fin LCounci}l r(\la.y, ===
5. 7. b : by notification in the Gaz- ]
L e R THE SECOND SCHEDULE.
% powers, to Direetor General — either absolutely or subject ¥
of the Post Office, to conditions, the Director LNACTMENTS REPEALED.
General to exercise any of the powers conferred ; fon 76
upon the Governor General in Council by this Act, (See section 76.)
other than a power to make rules. W
76. The ecnactments mentioned in the second Yeardjbo, ShoEithes Erentolreraals
Repeal schedule are repealed to
: the extent specified in the
fourth column thereof. 1866 | XLV | The Indiﬂ.l.r.l Post Office| The whole.
[New.] 77. Nothing in this Act shall derogate from A
Saving. or affect $he provisions of 1852 | IIL|The Seditious Publica-| S0 much ns is un-
Rt the Edst India Company < tions Act, 1882. repealed.
g e LS Uonanyienasnaitentie o te iy 1805 | 1II|The Tndidin Griminall Section 7.
ing the sime. bz Law Amendment Act,
— i 1845, ;
THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 1596 | XVI | The Tndion Post Office| The whole.
-~ . INLaND PosTAGE RATES. ] Act (1866) Amendment
b (See section 7.) l Act, 1890.
surlay LETTERS. 15897 | XIV | The Indian Stort Titles) So much as re-
Tor n weight not exceeding half | Act, 1897. lot\ft.es l‘gé}.c“ [f}‘{
atolu o ... Half an anna. \ X VL of ‘{89(; :
For a weight not exceeding one A &
tola ...l ««e Oncanna. - i
STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. {
~.. The present Post Office Act was enacted in 1866, and has been amended since that date by the addi-
tion of three sections only. In 1882, section 60-A was added by Ac_t 111 of _1882 authorising any officer
of the Post Office, empowered in this behalf by the Governor General in Council, to search for newspapers
' regarding. which a -notification has been published under the Sea Customs Act. In 1835, section 66 was
added by Act III of that year, providing powers, in accordance with the general policy of the Postal
fy Union, for dealing with fictitiousor previously-used postage stamps of other countries found on letters or
-Q- other articles received. from abroad ; and last year a further section was added by Act X VI of 196 author-

szine the récovery of customs duty;, when paid in advance by the Post Office, in the same manner as postage

under the Act. :
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During the last thirty years certain defects and omissions in the Act of 1866 have been brought {o
light, and experience has shown that express provisions of law, as contained in the Act, in respect of various
matters are not suited to the present requirements of postal work. It has also been found that further
protection is needed by the Post Office and further powers to enable its olhcer§, for instance, to deal w:th.
articles posted in contravention of the Act. Various schemes, moreover, which have been m.troduced‘ot
late years such as postal insurance and the value-payable and money order systems have remamcd putsxde
the provisions of the Act, and now require to be based on a legislative enactment. Finally with the
development of the Post Office, and the knowledge of the course of kinglish postal legislation, the necessity
for some new penalties has become apparent.

The present Bill proposes to supply the defects and omissions which have been brought to notice .n the
Act of 1866, and to confer the protection and powers which have been found necessary in the extension
and increase of postal business It includes within its scope postal insurance, the value-payable post, and
the Post Office money order system, and declares and limits the liability of Gevernment in respect of these
matters. The Bill is to alarge extent an enabling Bill reserving to Government the power of dealing by
rule with numerous questions of postal practice and procedure aftecting the public.

A number of the sections of the Post Office Act, 1865, have been omitted as unnecessary, the drafting
of the sections retained has been in a great measure revised, and the subject matter has been re-
arranged. The material alterations and additions are referred to in the'notes on clauses given below.

For facility of reference. a comparative table has been  prepared showiug how each section of the Post
Office Act, 1866, has been dealt with and is appended to this statement.

Notes on clpuses.

Clause 2—All the definitions in this clause are new, but introduce no change in existing practice, It
has not been necessary to reproduce any of the definitions in the Post Office Act, 1866.

Clause 6.—In this clause the provisions of the corresponding section in the Post Office Act, 1866, in
respect of the liability of officers of the Post Office have been amended.

C'lauge 9.—This clause embodies the provisions as to the registration of newspapers which were
introduced last year.

Clause 12.—In this clause the provisions of the corresponding section of the Post Office Act, 1866, in
respect of the recovery of postage have been amended.

Clauses 14 and 15—These clauses are new and reproduce the provisions of the Lnglish] law as to
Post Office marks being primid facie evidence of the facts denoted.

Clause 18.—1In this clause the provisions of the corresponding section of the Post Office Act, 1866
have been amended, so as to make it clear that the redelivery of postal articles, once posted, ma):
be made without reference to the consent of the addressee.

Olause 20.—This is a new clause, supplying an omission in the Post Office Act, 1866, and prohibiting
the transmission by post of obscene and indecent articles. °

Clause 22.—This is a new clause, founded on the provisions. of the English postal law, reserving the
power of postponing the despatch or delivery of certain postal articles other than letters, post-
cards or newspapers.

Clause 23.—This is a mew clause, founded oun the provisions of the English postal law, providing
powers for officers of the Post Office to deal with postal articles posted in contravention of the
Act. ' 2

Clause 25-—1In this clause the provisions of the corresponding section "of the Post Office Act, 1866
have been amended, so as to empower search to be made for any goods notified under the Sea
Customs Act, 1878, which may be contained in postal articles.

Clawse 26.—This clause, based on the analogy of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1585, sives power to
. Government to order in certain cases the interception of postal articlcs. 5

Clauses 80 to 33.— These are new clauses providing for the insurance of postal articles, and declaring
and limiting the liability of Government to pay compensation in respect of such artcles. 3

Clauses 34 and 35.—These are new clauses providing for the transmission by post of value-payable
postal articles.

Clause 39.—In this clause the provisions of the corresponding section of the Post Office Act 1866
have been amended, 50 as to provide that money and the sale proceeds of saleable property, found
in postal articles which cannot be delivered, shall be credited to Government after such m’oney or
property has been detained for a yearin a Dead Letter Office.

Clause 42.—By this clause the provisions of the corresponding section of the Post Office Act, 1866
have been amended, 0 as to provide that the gratuities payable to masters of ships for éarryin*;’
‘ehip letters may be fixed from time to time by Govérnment. ¥
Clauses 43 Lo /6.—These clauses are new. They provide for the remittine of small £ mone
i . throaghthe Post Office by means of money orders, and clause 44 :i)rescrib:s tsl}:tam;egiod z?ae);
.. which'the amount of a money order which cannot be paid to the payee or returned to the remitter
S T L hgcomgg forfeited. :
= Clause 47.—This clause is new, and provides a summary procedure for the recovery of he amount of
; a money order wrongly paid to any person, if he refuses to refund the amount, 7
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Clause 48.—This is a new clause exempting Government aud officers of the Post Office from liability
in respect of delay, etc., in the payment of money orders, in accordance with the English Jaw and
‘the present rules on the subject.

Clause 50 —This clause provides a new penalty, introduced with the object of preventing desertion on
the part of mail-runners. :

Clause 51.—This clause provides a new penalty, introduced with the object of preventing false entries
being made in a postman’s register with the intention of making it appear that he has visited
villages which he has not visited.

Clause 53.—This clause provides a new penalty supplying an omission in the Post Office Act, 1866.
The opening of a letter by an officer of the Post Office contrary to his duty, or the wilful delaying
of a letter is now made punishable in accordance with the English law.

Clauses 58 and 59.—In sub-clause 2 of each of these clauses the provision of the corresponding sections
of the Post Office Act, 1866, has been altered in respect of continuing breaches of the privilege
of the Post Office. :

Olause 61,—This clause provides a higher penalty for, sending dangerous and injurious substances by
post than the corresponding section in the Post Office Act, 1886. The provisions of the English
law have been followed.

Clause 62.—This clause provides a new penalty, taken from the English Post Office Protection Act
of 1884, for the protection of letter-hoxes and their contents.

Clause 63.—This clause provides a new penalty, taken from the same English Act, to prevent the
disfiguring of post offices and letter-boxes.

Clause 64.—This clause is new, but the penalty is the same as in section 43 of the Post Office Act
1866, which deals with false certificates under that Act.

Clause 69.— This clause provides a new penalty, taken from a recent English Post Office Act, for
diverting letters from the person to whom they are addressed.

Clause 70.—This clause extends the provisions of the corresponding section in the Post Office Act,
1866, so as to cover the case of attempts to commit offences.

Clause 72.—This clause introduces a new provision making the authority of the proper postal officia

necessary to the institution of prosecutions for offences under the Act.

The 5th November 1897.

J. WESTLAND.

CoMPARATIVE TABLE.

Showing how provisions of the Indian Post Office Act, 1866 (XIV of 1866), have been dealt with

-

wn the Indsan Post Office Bill, 1897.

Indian Post Office Act, 1866 (XIV of 1866),

Indinn Post Office Bill, 1897.

Section 1.—Short title a.
Section 2—Interpretation clause
Section 3.—[Repealed by Act XIV of 1870.]
Section 4.—NReferences to Act No. XVII, 1854, read as
made to this Act.
Section 5.—Exclusive privilege of carrying letters vested
in Government of India.
Bar to collection of excepted letters ... =
Section 6.—Persons expressly forbidden to collect, carry
or deliver letters. *
Section 7.—Appointment of officers for service of Post]

O_ﬁice.

Section 8.—Postage rates on letters
Section 9 —Postage rates on newspapers ...
Section 10.—Newspapers how sent by letter-post

ag

e.
Section 12.—Proof-sheets 2
Section 13.—Postage-rates on books, packets of news-

apers, etc.
SestzI(Jm 1}.—Inland banghy-postage

Nection 11.—Newspapers when charged with lebfer-pos;i-' }

Section 15.—Table of distances for dirculation of banghy-

postage.
v1.—87

...| Reproduced with additions by clause I.
.| Replaced by clauses 2 and 3.

Onmitted as unnecessary. See General Clauses
Act, 1897 (X of 1897), s. 8.

Reproduced and amended by clause 4.
Reproduced and amended by clause 5.

Omitted as unnecessary, but delegation of
powers to the Director-General, Post Office
provided for by clause 75. : /
Omitted, but existing rates set forth in first;

schedule, and saved by clause 7,

Omitted, but case of registered news
provided for by clauge 9g peed

.| Omitted as unnecessary.

Omitted, but existing rates set forth infl
ﬁche(ll;lt’., and save% by clause 7. in firgt,

Omitted as unnecessary.
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Indian Post Office Act, 1866 (XIV of 1866).

Indian Post Office Bill, 1897.

Section 16.—When no banghy-post, parcels, books, etc.,

carried by letter post.
Effect of false certificate

Section 17.—When book-packets and pa.rcels to go h)
letter-post.

Section 18.— Ship-postage on parcels o0

Section 19.—Governor General may direct prepa) ment of
postage in all cases.

Section 20.—Governor General may alter postage-rates ..

Section 21.—Governor General may fix rates of steam-
postn«re

Section 82.—Governor General may fix postage-rates for
articles sent whoily or partly by sea.

Section 23,— Governor General may fix express postage-
rates.

Section 2/.— Redirected letters ...

Section 25.—Letters may be registered
Fee for registoring
Section 26.—Power to declare in what cases 1e01stratlon
compulsory and direct levy of double levlstmtlon feo.
Section 27.—Re-delivery of letters and other articles once
put into Post Office.
Section 28.—Liability for postage of recciver of unpaid
letter, etc.
Sender when liable e
Recovery of postage payment of which refused
Power to detain other letters to person refusing
Power to remit postage 5 .
Section 29.—List of unclaimed letters
Return to posting-office for delivery to sender -~
Letters of which sender not ascertainable without

Omitted as unnecessary.

Omitted as unnecessary-.

...| Omitted as unnecessary.

Omitted, but necessary provisions as to plepay-

ment included in clause 8 o
.| Omitted as unnecessary according to dra t;m

of present bill.
Omitted, but power to declare rates of foreign

post'wc reserved by clause 10.
Omitted as unnecessary.

Omitted as unnecessary.

.| Omitted, but necessary provisions as to re-

direction included in clause 8.

W

oo
g o

opening.
Opening letters
Return to sender
When destroyed
Disposal of money and valuables s
Section 30.—Refused lotters how dealt with..
Dlsposnl of money and valuables
Section 1. —Commanders of inward-bound vessels carr, y-
ing mails how to proceed on arrival.
Pemlt
Section 32 -—Peun.ltlcs for detention of letters on board
inward-bound vessel.
Section 83 —Bounty-money ...
Limitation of claim thereto
Saving of letters, etc., conveyed in m'ul-slups
Section 3. —Commanders of outward-bound vessels to
receive mails on board.
Section 36.—Stamped letters considered prepaid ;
Scetion §6.—Postage-stamps provided by Government ...
Section 57 —Managemont of postage- stamps
Purpose of issue :
Crediting sale-proceeds
Section 88 —Power to make rules for appomtment and
government, of vendors of postage-stamps.
Saction 39.—Penalty for breach o%e uch rules i
Ssection 0.~ Penalty for refusmtr to supply stamps * ...

 Section 41 —Penalty for selling stamps for price higher
than value denoted
Secmm 42 —Penalty for sendmg dangerous substanco by

Secfwu.w—Makmg false certificate to defraud Post;

2l

) to| Reproduced and amended by clause 40.

)

P

Reproduced and amended by clause 28.

Reproduced and amended by clause 29.

Reproduced and amended by clause 18.

Reproduced and amended by clauses, 11 and
12, with the omission of the PO\VCl to remit
postaoe due.

...| $Reproduced and amended by clauses 37, 38 and
] | 39.

|
}

Reproduced and amended by clause 41 ; penalty
provided by clause 65.

Reproduced by clause 66.

- Reproduced and amended by clause 43.

Reproduced and amended by clause 17.
Reproduced and amended by clause 16.

Reproduced and amended by clause 17.

Reproduced and amended by clause 16.

.| Reproduced by clause 60.

Omitted, but case provided for as breach of
rules.
Reproduced by clause 60.

~
2

Reproduced and amended by clause 19 ; revised
penalty provided by clause 61.

Omitted, but penalty for making false declara-

. s tion introduced by clause 64.
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Indian Post Offico Act, 1866 (XIV of 1866).

Indian Post Office Bill, 1897,

Section 44.—Penalty for detaining mails or opening mail-
bags.
Section 45. —Penalty for retaining letters, ete., delivered
by m1=tf1Le
Section 46.—Penalty for conveying letter in breach of
prwnlene
Penalty for performing, otherwise than by post,
services incidental to conveymv letters.
Penalty for making clubhed pacht or tendering or
delivering letter to be sent therein.
Penalty for sending letter in breach of privilege, or
delivering letter to he so sent.
Penalty for collecting excepted letters to send them
otherwise than by post
Penalty for breach of provisions of section 6
Penalty for practice of acts mentioned in section

Section 47.—Penalty for neglect on part of persons
employed to carry mails.

Section 4S.—Penalty for stealing, ete., or opening letters,
ete., by persons employed in Post Office.

Section 49.—Penalty for fraudulently altering marks on
letters, ete., by persons employed in Post Oflice.

Section 50. Penalby for preparing incorrectly, or alter-
ing or secreting documents by persons employed in
Post Office.

Section 51.—Penalty for sending letters on which postage
not paid or charged by persons employed in Post Office.

Section 52.—Pens xlby for abetting or concealing offences
under Act.

.
.

Reproduced and amended by clause 67.
Reproduced by clause 68.

N\

r Reproduced and amended by clause 58.

2 ~
}chroduced and amended by clause 59.

Reproduced and amended by clause 49.
Reproduced and amended by clause 52.
Reproduced and amended by clause 54.
Reproduced and amended by clause 55,

Reproduced by clause 56.
Reproduced and amended by clause 70,

Section 5J.—Person charged with offence punishable
with fine only may be summarily convicted.
Section 54.—Conviction quashed on merits only

TForm of conviction
Section 55.—[Repealed by Act XII of 1876]
Section 56.—Fines how levied .
Detention of offender o
Impeuaoument if no sufficient distress, ete
Section 57.—Share of fine to informer
Section 58.—No proceedings for recovery ‘of fines taken|
without order.
Section 59.— Punishment of Post Office servants commibt-
ing offences in allied states.
“Officers authorised to tr y them
Section 60.—Letters, cte., suspected to contain contraband
articles, or writing in contraventlon of Act how dealt with.
Witnesses to examination of letter
Delivery of letter to addressee
Power to require customs-pass b %
Section 60-A.—Search for newspapers, etc., in respect of
which a notification has been published under section 19
of the Sea Customs Act.
Section 61.—1In charges for offences under Act, property
sent by post laid in Post Master General.
Proof of value unnecessary...
Statement that offender employed in Post Office
sufficient.
Section 62.—Letters on Her Majesty’s service, duly
certified as such, how charged.
Section 63.—Governor General may frame rules
Section 64.—District Daks
Scetion 6'.3 —Government not responsible for loss
Responsibility of its servants
Section 66.-—Power of Post Office in case of articles bear-
ing fictitious or previously used stamps.
Section 67.—Recovery of duty of customs paid by postal
authorities.

|1}

.| Omitted as unnecessary,

3
l
..| ¥ Reproduced and amended by clause 71.

Omitted as unnecessary.

}Omitted as Unnecessary.

l Omitted as unnecessary. See geneml Clauses
Act 1897 (X of 1897), . 25.

Omitted as unnecessary, huti see clause 72.

l Reproduced and amended by clause 57

j
* Reproduced and amended by clause 24,

J
Reproduced and amended by clause 25.

Omitted as unnecessary.

.| Reproduced and amended by clause 74.
.| Reproduced and amended by clause 73.

Reproduced and amended by clause 6
Reproduced and amended by clause 27.

Reproduced by clause 13.

Note,—The following new clauses have been added, namely, clauses 2, 3,7, 9, 10, 14, 15,

35, 36 43, +4, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 53, 62,63, €4, 69, 33, 71.

, 21, 22, 23, 26, 30, 31, 3

J. M. MACPHERSO:
Secretary to the Gogemme

BOMEAY ; PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL FRESS,




