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THUR::::lDAY, ls·r APRIL 1897. 

PAR.T VI· 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'rhe following Bill was introduced. in the 
Council of the Goyernor General o£ India for 
the purpose of making Laws aud Regulations on 
the 26th March 1897 :-

No. 58 of 1897. 
A Bill to amend· Act XX of 1863 (an "Act to 

e1taule tile Government to divc8t itself of the 
mauagement of R etigions Enclowments). 

Wm:_11~AS it is expedient to amend Act XX 
of 1863, relating to the administration of Re­
ligious ::md Charitable Institutions and Endow-· 
ments of a public character in British India ; 
It is hereby enacted as follows :-

·1. (1) '!'his Act may be called the Religious 
i:ihort title, .,tent, nppli· Endowments Amendment 

cation uml. c.ommcnccmcnt. Act, 1898. 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India 
and applies to all non-Christian Religions nnd 
Cha.rit11ble Institutions and Endowments of a 
public character, the annual income of which does 
not fal! below two hundred and jifty rupees ; 
and 

(B) It shall come into forco. on the first day of 
-\ January 1898. 

2. In this Act, 

D~fluitions. 

unless thore is anything re· 
pugnant in the subject 
or ·coutext,-

(1) "Religious and Charitable lni!titutions '' 
include all temples, mosques, pagoda~, shrines 
and charit-able institutions by whatever local 
desinonatiou known, and all property endowed or 
pur;hused, and all offarings of pilgrims connected 

VJ-18 

therewith, whether applied to religious or charit­
able or other purposes, which are not the 'per­
sonal property o~, and offerings to any individual: 

(2) "trustee'' includes all p~rsons, by what­
ever local designation such persons may be 
known, who have charge or mal)agorucnt of any 
institution, or the property of any institution, in 
trust: and 

. (fJ) "Civil Court" menna tho Court of tho 
District Judge in tho district in which the insti­
tution is situated. 

a. (A) In every District whore II Committee 
, . such as is contemplated 
~ormat1on of clcctomtes. by Act XX of 1863 has 

been constituted, such Committee shall, within n 
month of the 11assing of this Act, prepare a . 
register, and publish in all public offices and 
institutions a list of the leading persons of eo.oh 
religion or sect which has any in11titution in the 
district, including the principal landholders, 
pnmlits, moulvics and priests, and all such men 
of respectability· aml position as in the opini8n of 
the Committee ought to be included in this list. 
(B) Provided that, whore no such committee has 
been constituted, the Civil Court of every District 
shall, within a month of the passing of this Act, 
nominate three persons of ouch religion or sect; 
to form a Committee to prepare and publish tho 
aforesaid list. 

'rho persons of ouch religion or sect included 
in this list shall be ''the district electorate" of 
that religion or sect in that District for the 
purposes of this Act. But the said Comruitteo 
shall includo or eliminate the'!Jlame of any person 
who, in the opinion of two-thirds of the persona in 
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the lists so prep:ucd, may be rccommcndccl or object­
ed to. 

4. The mid Comm:ttee shall <'all upon each 
Formntion _ . . electorate to meet at a 

Committee. of I>•strJCt time and place to be fi:s:cd 
b,v it, nnd tluly notified in 

• all public offices and institutions, and elect by a 
majority of votes, not less than three, :tml not ·more 
than five, members to form '" the District Com­
mittee" for the control of the endowments of that 
religion or sect in that district. 

5. E:wh District Committee of any Proviuca 
. . \ within a month of its clcc-

Co~::;;j~~!~~n of Central tion shall elect a voting 
Delegate. Such voting 

Delegates ~hall meet at a time and place j'ointly 
qgrectl upon nne! shall elect by a majority of votes 
n-ot more than five members, aml the members so 
elected shall form "the Ccntml Committee". of 
that religion or sect with heacl-qnn.rters at any ' 
place that 'tho said Committee hy a majority of 
votes may elect for the purpose. · 

6. In case the district electorate of the District 
Committee fail to make 

De£ault of electorate. the elections required by 
sections 4 and 5, the Civil Court of each dcfnulting 
district and the High Court of the Province shnll 
nominate the members of the Dist.rict and Central 
Committees respectively. 

7, The District Committee aml .tbe Central 
. Committee shall hold 

Tenure ot o!"co of mcm· office for three ,n. . b t 
bcrs of Comtmtt.<-co ) -1 s, u 
· · .' ' · will continue in office 
u-ntil relieved by their respective successors, and 
their members will be eligible for re-election. 'l'he 
said Committees shnll elect their own chairman 
and decide all matters by n majority of votes, each 
member having one vote and the chairman lmving 
n cast.ing vote. : · 

. 8. .As soon as t.he first Central Committee 
slmll ho.ve been £01:med; 

, Powcro of . Central Com· 1 · 1 · ' 
miLtce. t 1e powers 10reby co.n-

iel'l'ed on the Co1nmittees 
referre<l to in clauses A and B of section 3 shall 
th}'nccf\Jrwurd vest in such Committee o.nd its 
successors. 

9. Any member of the District or Central 
Committee, who shall be 

nemo"al of members of found g 'It f . 
Committee. 1!1 Y 0 lniSCOn-

' · . duct Ol' any conduct 
which make him unfit for his place, shall be liable 
to be removed by the unnnimous vote of the 
remaining members. 

10. Any vacancy caused by doatl1, resignn-
, tion or removal of omy 

l'roYi1ioo for •-aca*ciea b b II b fill d 
~n. ~mmitt.cca. · mem er s n e 1 e up 

, . according to the provi-
mona of tbe a.foresnid sections 4 and 5. The 
member or . members so elected shall hold office 
only for tl1e unexpired portion of the Committee's 
tenore of office. The District and Central 
Oo~mittee, on the expimtion of the tenure of 
the1r office, shall also be elect-ed in the same 
manner • . 

11.. Each Central Committee shall, in tho Srst 

lle•lllon of litlte or tloc· q~er of the last year 
torr.tet, of 1ts tenure or office, 

either confirm or reverse 

the lists of District cicctorn.to, and sha.~l i~ the last 
qum·ter of the. snt;nc ycn.r c:J.uee the ~)JstrJ~t. ?om= 
mittecs ancl D1st1'1ct electorates to mal,c th~1r 1 c~pcc 
tive elections under sections~ n.ncl 5 : ~rov;J(led that, 
in case such District Committees or D1stnct cle~to­
mtcs fail to act the Hio-h Court of the Pronncc 
and the Civil Court of "the District shall l:cspcc­
tively exercise powers conferred uudet· th1s . sec-
tion. ~' 

12. The District Committee of each relig-ion ' 
or sect shallluwe absolute 

.l'o"·crs of Distl'ict Com· control, not inconsistent 
•mttco. with their maintenance, 
over the iustitutions belonging to that religion 
or sect, inclndiu~ the fl.ppointmcnt of the trustees, 

' according to the custom prevailing in each 
institution, as vac·nncies ~hall occn1· after the 
pnssing of this Act, but sha.ll not have tl10 powc-t· 
of dismissal of trustees for misconduct·, dis­
obedience of orders issued by tl1o District or 
Ccnt.rnl Committee or dereliction of duty assign­
e<). to them ('Xcept as hereinafter provided. 

13. The District Committee shnll keep a 
re!l'ister of the iustitu-

. ·Duties of District Com· ~ tions in its chnr0"e, with mittco • . 
properties appertaining 

to them, and the trustee shall submit·, wit.hin a 
time to be fix.etl by t.he Dist1·ict Committee, a 
list of all such properties. The trustees shall 

. nrepare a budget of receipt~ and disbursem ents 
including their rateable share of costs of neccssat·y 
establishment of the District and Central Com­
mittees in March-avery year for each shrine, and 
shall likewis!l· submit monthly or quarterly 
accounts. All these shnU be k!.'pt and submi ttcd 
i'n the forms prescribed by the ·Central Com~ 
mittee in consultation with the District Com· 
mittee. 

14. The District Committee may, by a 
• ' fic,;islon·~f budsct, : majority of vot?s, revise_ 
. · , · the budget as tliey see fit, 
subject ~o confirmntiqu or revision by the Ccntnd 
<;:om mi ttee. 

. 15. The· property 11ncl the proceeds qf every 
custody of proJ>Crty. !nstitution shnll ' remain 

, · ' . m such custody as at the 
com~rncem~nt of _th1~ Act, subject to such 
pronswns as the DJetrJCt Committee slmll with 
llhe sanction of the Centml Committe!.' pre~cribe 
for their sniety. ' 

61. 'l'he orders of the District Con,mittee 

Appeal to. Central C~m: · shall he nppenbble to 
mltt,oc. the Central Commit!ee, 

finn!. · 
whose clecision shall be 

17. In nuclition to the 'J?OWOrs conferred by 
Po11·cr of Control Com. sectwn 13 of Act XX of 

mitteo to tnal.:o inquiry, 1~63, the Ct:ntral Com-
lmttees of each religion 1 

o~· sect shall have po,:er to call for explanation 
fl "'u the t~n~tee~ subJect to their control and to 
hold enqumes mto the management and the 
conduc~ 0~ s~c~ trustees. The Civil Court wit.hin 
whose JUrisdictiOn such enquiries are held ~ball 
on the appli t' f 1 C ' ' 

1 ca 1on o t 1e hairman of such Cen-
trn Committees, issue the necessary proce~ses fct I?:duction of documents and the nppear;uce 
o WI · esses nt such enquiries. 
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The District nnd Central Committee sLallltavo 
power to take evidence on oath in nuy inquiry 
before them, and r.heit· members, individually 
nnd collectively, as well as the trustees, of any 
institution or property aforesaid shall brl public 

:XLV of l~GO. servants within tho meaning of t,he Iudiau Pen:tl 
Code. · . 

18. The Ceuhal Committee of each religion 

Rules nn<l byc·l~ws. 
or sect in consultation 
with the District Com· 

mittee of that religion or sect shall have }lOWer 
to fmme necessary bye-laws and rules for the 
election of the members of the eaid Central and 
District Committees, and fot· the 11roper 
m'anagcment of the institutions ami properties 
within their respective jurisdiction, :lud fot· th'e 
due discharge of their duties by the aforesaid 
trust-ees. These bye-laws and rules aml the 
annual report of the admiuistration of the in­
stitutions and properties in their respective 
jurisdiction ~hall be publisbccl in cacli p1·ovincial 
Gazette not hter than the middle of June of every 
year. 

19. '.rhe District Committee shall be entitled 
to maintain au office and 

Expcns.s of Connniltccs. an estnblishment ordinari· 
ly costiqg not morn than fifty rnpecs per mensem, 
and the Centml Committee not more than one 
hundred t•npees per mensem, exclusive of other 
incidental charges, such as the cost of auditing of 
accounts, or the travelling expenses of any member 
depute(\ to inspect any institution, or make local 
enquiry whenever ncccseary. These items of 
expcndittirc shall, as fat• as practicable, be mtenbly 
apportioned among the sc,·crnl ~hrines of tho 
districts or recovered from the particular shrine to 
which they relate, and shall be includecl in the 
budgets and the account-s of the shrines or shrine 
in qucst.ion, respectively. 

20. In section 18 of .\ct XX of 1863, after 
the words "no suit" and 

Amcn<l.m.cnt ?f •cr tion before tho words "shall be 
15' Act XX, 1563" entertained,. the follow­
in..,. word!! shall be inserted, ·viz.," except when such 
su'ft is brought by any Central Committee of any 
religion or sect constituted under this Act." 

STATEi\iEN'l' OF OBJlW'l'S AND REASONS. 

I. 'l'he object of the Bill is to remove certain defects in the management of Religious and Charit­
able Endowments undet· tho law as it stands at present. 

2. The Bill proposes to leaYe the existing t.rustecs where they are. It allows their successors 
to come in, in accordance with tbe usage in vogue in each institution, in tho.t behalf. It leaves un­
touched all tho trust property and income in the very hands which now hold them. It leaves them to 
carry on the customary expenses as hitherto, bnt only subject to budgeting previously and subject 
also to providing for pos~ible coutiugcucios which might arise for 1·evision of such budget-a revision 
which no Committee would be found . to make repeatedly or largely in the face of long-standing usage. 

3. As regards the cost of the controlling- agency, advantage is taken of the wideRpread ambition 
and readiness to render 1mpaicl service in public interests, and each endowment is laid under a contri­
bution, which is the veriest minimum that can be imagined ns needed for maintaining a. fairly' efficient 
subordinate official staff. 

4. As to the con1titution of the controlling machinery, the Rill provides for two Hots of Com­
mittees for each religion or sect. It mnkes the District Committees exereiae direct supervision over 
tho trustees, and the higher or Central Committees, as they are called, to exercise general supervision 
and act u.s an appellate tribunal to correct mistakes and remedy the effects of likes nnd dislikes on tho 
part of the District Committees. 

5. The Committees are formed on the lJasis of election by the bettor class of worshippers of each 
religion or sect. An electorate formed by such classes should, it is thought, suflice for all practical 
purposes. . 

6. 'l'he members of the Committees would hold office jor ct tc1·m of ycal'l and not for life as now. 

7. The Bill propo~es to abolish the distinction which tho present law makes between the endow­
ments ' vhich had been undor the direct control of tho Government nt one time and those that had not 
been so, malversation of tho one class being us culpable as of tho other. 

8. It is proposed to enlarge tho powers of tha Centra.! Committees relative to holding cnq.wrtes 
into the conduct of trustees, and dispense with tho necessity ou their part to obtain prior so.nctton to 
sue which the present law enjoins; while the trustees will continue to enjoy the present safety against 
hnrassment by nny action of Committees by bein" liablll to clismissa.l ouly by mean!! o[ tho decree of o. 
··Civil Court. 

0 

The 22ml Marra 1897. (Signed) P. A~ANDA CH.\RLU. 

.J. M. llACPHERSON, 
Secretary to the Government of Indio.. 

j,O)IUAT: :PIUIITI':D AT 'fUB OOTI!IIl'JIII'T UII~TIIAl; l'll.tiOI, 


