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PART v. 
PROCEEDINCS OF. THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, ·BOMBAY. 

The following Extract from the Proceedings of the Govemor of "Bombay 
in the Legislative Department is published for general idormation :-

A bstmct of the P1·oceeclings of the Oouncil qf the Govemm· of Bombay, assembled 
fm· the pzupose o.f ·1n(tking .Laws and Re.fJulation,s, ?tnrle?' the p?'ovi.'Jions of 
"TnE INDIAN CouNcn.s AcTs, 1861 ANn 1892." . ' 

The Council met at Bombay on Weclnesda.y the 24th February 1897, at ll A.:u. 

PRESEN1': 

His Excellency the Right Honout·able Lot·d i:lA~WfilillST, G.C.I.E., Governor of 
Bombay, P1·esiding. 

The Honourable Mr. H. Bmnwoon, C.S.I., M.A., LL.D., I. C. S. 
The Honourable Mr. JoHN NuGENT, C.S.I., I. C. S. 
The Honourable the ADVOCATE GENERAL, 
.The Honourable Mr. BAL GANGADHAR TILAK, B.A., LL.B. 
The Honourable Mr. DAJI AnAJr KHARE, B.A., LL.B. 
The Honourable Mr: A. 'f. SHUTTLEWORTH. 
The Honourable Mr. J. J{. SPENCE, I. C. S. 
The Honourable Mr. T. R. McLELLAN. 
The Honourable Mr. T. B. KIRKHAli. 
The Honourable Mr. NAVROJI NAsA.RWANJI WADIA, C.I.E. 
The Honourable Mr. JAVERILAL UMIASHANKAR YAJNIK. 
The Honourable 1\IIr. A:IIDALLA MEHERALI DHARAMSI, B.A., LL.B. 
The Honoura;ble Mr. W. ii. CRoWE, I. C. S • 

. The llonourable· l\~~ • .'f. D. M.\OKENziE, I. C. S, 
The' Honourable :Mr,'J. :MoNTEATH, M.A., I. c~ s. 
The Honourable Mr. H. M. THomsoN, B.A., M.Tnst.C.E. 
The Honourable Mr. A . .A»ERORo:mJIE. 
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QUBSTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

'l'he Honourable Mr. JAVERILAt U:r.UASHANKAR YAJNIK, 011 beha~f of the Hon3:ura~~ 
Mr. CHIMANLAL HARlLAL SsTALTAD, who was not present, put quest1on No.1 stan mg 1 

the latter's name- · 
I 

(a) Is it true 
(1) that, with t•efe,·ence to the ?"ifrtsal oftlie Collecto1' of .Ll.hmeclabad to allow t!'e 

Municipality to open tlw Bat·ada1·i gate in tl!e Blutda7" at A}medabad, the Oomm~~­
sioner, •1•l. D., has lately written to the Jlf1f!nicipalitJ/, in(o1·mmg tltat body that the~,. 
power to open ot• close public st1•eets and gates would be admittecl on. tl1e un_derstaml­
ing tl1at tltey wo"ld 11otf1wther p1·essjo1' tile ~·a-opening of the gate zn questwn, and 

(.e) that the llfunicipality lias pctssed a . Resolution 1'ef~tsi1~g. to make ceny sue!~ 
teniM and asserting thB·ir ?'iy71.t to open tlie said gate ancl po~nting out tlte pubhc 
inconvenience caused by its closing ? 
(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the Tctble copies of the sairl lette1· of the 

Ootmtzissionet·, N. D., and the Resolution of the Municipality thereon ? 
(c) Has the Oommissionet• give1J any, and if so, ?vhat, decision in the matter qf the 

above gate itJ ptwsua11ce of tlte directior~ qf Govermnent in tlwt beltalf (vide answe1· (h) to 
question No.2 at tlte Mqeting of 17tlt ..J.ugwst 1896)? Will Gouel"?tment be pleasecl to 
lay a cop!/ of the said decision on the Table? . 

(tl) Will Government be pleased to give directions to the Commissioner, N.D., and 
tf1e Collecto1· of .Almzedabacl to allow the Municizx~lity to open tlte saicl gctte ?Vitlwut Jur-
tlte?' delay ~ . 

The Honourable Mr. Bmnwoon in reply said- . 
(a) (l)cand (b). · Copies of the Commissioner's letters Nos. 746 and 3545, dated 

respectively the 25th May and 17th September 1896, to the President, Ahmedabad Muni-
cipality, are placed on the •ralJle.fl · 

(a) (2) Government have no information on the subject. 
(c) A copy of the Commissioner's decision is placed on the Table . .:; 
(cl) In view of the Commissioner's decision no' further ·directions on the llal't of 

Government are necessary. 
The HonouralJle Mr. YAJNIK (for the Honourable .Mr. f)ETALV,l .. n) then pnt qnest\on 

No.2-
Wll.at toas the nCitm·e of, and. to whom were f.lw wamings given about, imp1·oving the 

attendcmce qf Kal~ipa1•ai child1·en "t the Ta1•bhan School? Will Govem11tent be pleaJ~ed to 
lay on the 'l'able copies of the 1vcwnings thus gi·ven and "the cmnsponaeiwe · that has now led 
fn flln proplc rf Tcwbhrru agrrci,lg I !tat 25 Krrli1)(11"aj cld,lch·en shall ctttend the sclwol if it 
1's rc-establislu:d? Has tlw sollool been. ?"e-establisltecl, a.ucl if not, witl Government be pleased 
to stale wfteu. tltat will be clone ? 

His Excellency the Pn&SID.E!IT in I"eply "said-Enquiries are ·being• made. 

1'he Honourable Mr. YaJNIK (for the. Honourable l\f!". SETAtYAD) then put question 
No.8- . . 

' 
(n) Now llta.t the Central Distiller!/ S!fslem is helcl to !Utve been well esta'/Jlisl,ecl i ·12 the 

KMtldesll. Dist1·i~t, UJ/tctt .a·1'B_ the reasons tltat ind~tc~ Gove1'M~ent ?lOt to issue l·icensesfor 
tl'c sale oj toddy. zn that. dzstnct as was ;lolle before tlJe tnt1·oduct~on if the Cent?·al Distillery 
wystem and restrwt the lwensesfor tappmg qf toclclg t1·ees to· thew oroners and that also for · 
dom08tic C011.!Umption only? · . ' 

(b) Will Government be pleased in view of the present scarcity to make todcly availablif; 
to the poo~ tn~ses, at least tempora1·ilg! by f~·eelg isBlitii·O licenses for tiM tapping anil sal~ 
of toddy m thu as 111ell a.s other c'listncfs? 

T~e Rono~ble ¥r· NuoENT in reply said-{ a), Th~ is the ~ighth occasion on which 
a question on thlB subJect has been put by the honourable member. Govemment have 
already fully e:r:plained the reasons for the policy adopted by them in this matter and 
they have nothing now to add. . : t 

• f'ido .lppe!ndix B. 
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(b~ Government do not consider that a: free supply of intoxicatincr liquor would be 
·benefimal to the poor masses in a time of scarcity or at any other time "and are therefore 
unable to adopt the suggestion of the honourable member. 

The Honourable Mr. YAJNJK (for the Honourable :Mr. SEl'.\Lv.m) then put question 
\ No.4-
. - l s £t tme tlt'lt numtwOzM . petit·ionsfrom the talcUis in the Nm·thern Di•Jision fo1• an 
.imtJ1'0vement -in tlwi1· S<flm·ies cmd pensions were adcl1·essed to the Commissioner, N. D. ! 
If ow Ita.~ that officm· cl~sposecl of these appliccttions ? 

'l'he Honourable :Nir. NuoEN1' in reply said-
The honourable member is referrecl to the reply to question No. 6 put hy him on the 

12th October last. That re11ly still holds good. · 
. 'l'he Honourable Mr. YAJNIK (for the Honourable :Mr. SETALVAD) then put ques­

tiOn No.5-
Will Goven11ment be pleased to lay on the Council T(tblc tlte ·informatioJt, if nozu 

received, tllat 1oas aslcecl for abo1tt .Age11C!J Oourts by my qztestion No. 8 ctt tlte j)l[eeting 
of tlte 15th J anztary l89G as promisccl in the answer to tlutt question? · 

His Excellency the PRESIDE~T in reply said-
The statement is laid on the Tahle." It is confinecl to cases cognizable by Politica.l 

Officers and by Government in virtue of 11owers directly conferred by the legislature. 
It excludes cases dealt with undet· the executive authority of the Paramount Power or by 
political usage or delegation. 

The Honourable M.'r. YAJN!K (for the Honourable Mr. SE'I'ALV'AD) then put ques· 
tion No.6- · 

Will Government be pleasecl to givef~tll cmswe1's to quest·ions No. 10 (ct, b, cl and o)pt~t 
.at the Meet ing of tlw 12th Octobe1· last, if the itifor;nat·ion cctlled.fm• has now !Jeen 1'cceivccl? 

'l'he Honourable Mr. Bnmwoon in reply said-
Government are not at present in a position to answer this question. 
The Honourable Mr. YAJNIK (for the Honomable Mr. SETALVAD) then put question 

'No.7- · 
Wlutt ordqrs have Government pa.· ·ed about tlte allc,qcd .~everc -itl-h'ecttmcrtl, by the police 

.in the ca,.~e of Empres.s vs. L ct!Jwuw. Ga·uda, 1·ej(m·ecZ to ,,;n my qtte.~tiolb No. J cbt Me 111eet­
ing of 17tl~ .Attgttst last? What ewe lltc .~altti '!J. stwalitl.g an(l {ji'(tcle qf the Police O{fiee1'8 
wl,o· conduct eel the actztal itbVestiyution qf t11c ca.~e ancl ·who were 1'espo,tsiblc for the cblttJgea 
ill- t;·eatment ~ 

'fhe Honourable l\fr. Bmowoon iu·reply saicl-
Government have cansecl a searching- imp·lir;v to l1e made into the facts :mel are 

satislieti that the charo-es of tortw·e brought by the accused against the Police are not 
proved and cannot b~ substantiated. In these cit'Cumstances, the second part of the 
.question does not admit of any answer. 

The Honourable Mr. YAJNIK (for_ the Honourable Mr .. BETALVAD) then put question 
No.8-

.A.t·e Govcrmncnt awat·e tltul the COtt.dit ion about t•csiclenctJ_ Zttid dowtt ·in Rule 3 (1) of 
·the .Rules fm· (tdmi.~sin,i, to tlle P 1·ovincial Service is, so ja1· as t!lc Judicial brm1ch. of the 
:Se1·:;ice is concerned, in contraventio" nJ the spi1·t~ rif SectiOtt 22 oftlee Bombau Oiml Oozvrts 
Act XIV of 1869, as amcmlcd by Bombay Act III of 1'895, ·wlticle malces su~jects of ctll 
Native States in I ndia, under the stmraitl.ty of Ile•· Maiesty, eligible for jttdicial cvppoint• 
.metlts, WtLd ·will Govemment be pleased to modify the above 1·ule i1t t11at particulw·? 
~ The Honourable :Nir. Bmowoon in reply said-
?· Government do not consider that the condition about residence, in the RuJe quoted., ia . 

• opposed to the provisions of th~ Acts referred to. They do not propose to alter _the Rule. 
The Honourable Mr. YAJMIK (for the Honourable Mr. SETALVAD) then put ques• 

tion No.9- . 
TVhat is the total amou.nt at present of the. ..tl.hmedabad Relief lJ'wtu11oitlL accretion~ of 

interest, ~e.! rai.sed at ~he time of tlte flood. of 187 5 in ..tl.lbm.edabad as we!l as Bttbseqlf8n~lg 011 • 
other occanons and wtfli whom are the said fmuls now ly'ng ? What n the constitutum of 

• Vide Appendix C. 
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the committee, if any, under whose control tile funds are placecl ?" Who are the J.!1'eS~ttt _ 
membm·s the1·eoj ancl by mh01n are they t1ppointccl? Is the itnfe1·est of these funds 0 1' a,l!l 
part of it at p1·esent expendecl, rmcl ·if so, uu. w/t(tt ubjeets '? ' ·, · 

· The Honourable Mr. NuGENT in reply said- " . . • · . . 
The total amount of the Ahmedabad H.elief Fund is reported to be Rs. 1,00,012: i 

Of this sum· Rs. 99,400 are invested in Government secm•ities, "'~hich are in the custodv of 
the Accountant General. 

. The Committee under whose control the funds are placml consists of -
1'he Collector as President, 
R1l.o Bahridm· Lalshankar Umiasha.nkar, · 
The Honom·able l"tao Bah:tdur Ranchodlal Chhotalal, C.r'. ffi. , 
Seth Umabhai Hathesing. 

In the event of a vacancy occurring the remaining members appoint to it. 

A scheme for vesting the Ftmd in the Treasurer of Charitable Endowments ha.'i been · 
proposec~ and is under co?-sideration. Out ~f th~ inter~st oftl:e Fuucl Rs.l,OOO are annually · 
approprw.tecl for the mamtenance of the V1ctor1a Jubilee DlSJ1eusar~· and Rs. 200 for the 
maintenance of the H.anchodlal Dis1Jensa.ry. 

The Honotu'able Mr. YAJNIK (for the Honourable 1\ft·. SETALVAD) .tlteu put question 
No.lO- · ' 

Tif7hat armnyements do Go1HJ1'1l?nenl )1I'OJ10Sa to make ctuoul fhe disp osal of.fndicial 
appeals, 9•c., coming up j'o1· ih~ decision of Govm·mnent ctjte1· lite ?'Clt'i·emen't. of the Ho?i.o7•1'-
able Mt·. Bit·rlzoood ? · 

His Excellency t~e PRESIDEN'l' in reply said-
1'hey will be disposed of hy the Goveruer in Council. 
The Honom·able Mr. Y AJI;IK (for the Hon,ourable Mr. SinAL VAn) then put question 

No.ll- · 
(a). I~cwc Govenmwnt issu.ed . any i~1,s t1:w:tions . fo the dis_t1'ic(- of}i.~et·s .abo~tt pw S1tspension 

ancl1·cmzsswn of land 1·evmu~e ~n tlw dzst1·wts c~(/ccted by /i.rmme ? Ij so, wdl Govet·nment · 
be pleusecl to lay tltem on the Table 1 

(b) b £t tme that the Collecto1· of Pounu has £11.~1ted di1:ections. to _ Jv,:.~ 8 !~bordt:,_wtes that (a) 
the fz'll laml1·cvotme should be ~·ecovet·e~l f1'u1n all ·non-afl_neultunst . occUJHtnts ·o7' mo1·tgagces 
'Wlwthcl' well-to-do 07' ~wt ttJI~l 11'respcctwr. of th e . amount of c1·ops y~elded by their fields .: (b) 
that in t.lw ca;~~ qf ag~·wultt~nsl occnzutnls .suspenswn shuztlcl ~e granted OtJ,ly ~n ~uses ~;atisfying 
both the coucl,twns, m.z., loss of tlwee-qua.1'tet•s ot·. more of, the~r C'I'O)JS n,ncl not· bemg 1veU-to-clo; 
(2) that Gove7'1111lcnt have a.ppmvctl qf these w st1·uctwns; ancl (3) that · Govcl'nment Ttave 
clirectetl f hat tlw same inst?•uctiona be fullowecl in otlw1· famine- stricken clist?'l'cts ? 

. The Honourable Mr. NUGENT in reply said- • 

• Ciroulnl' No. !>701, dntod 2nd (c~) Government have issued instructions with reo-arct 
Decembel' lS96. , to the suspension of land reven,ue in districts affe~ted 

Government H.osolution No. 98 l)y famine and co11ies of the orclersli! are laid on the .. . 
FAll., dated 9t·h Jnnm~ry 1897. 'l'able. t . 

(b) 'l'he honourable member will 'observe that theditections of tlte Collector of Poona 
are not to the effect stat~d ; that definite. instructions are given only as regards the classes . 
of people to whom ?J.OtiCes sJ:lould be 1ssued, and subsequent measures depend on the­
cij.'Cumstnnces of det'tulters ; an~ that . Government have approved of the instructions of 
the Collector ofPoona .and have directed that the same course should .be followed in all 
the affected !listricts nnrl also in TMna,_Kolaba ~nd Ra~ru\giri. 

1
_ 

N:~ I r~ ~ono~b~e j)fr: y ~;TN~ (~o~ t~e ~onour~b~e Mi:.,SE~~r.v A:D) ~lieu put qt~estion • . 

.. . (.a) .Will Go'Dernm~nt be pleased to stale tM1·eas.on~ tltat Zild .tl!em to recommend to tlte 
Go'D~t"MTTent of Imlia tlte inclusion of the Heacl Mastet•ships of tlte Higl~ Schools ai ' 
BelgatUm and Pqon~ in tl'e Indic.m Edttcati~nal Service. an_d . the putting of, tile Head 
~a3!ershq)_,ofthe Rzgh ~el1oq't,al .. ~h1{1-edabad tn the PrO?mzc~aZ.· Service at•d ~hatl of the: 
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fif!~ se_hool a_t Surat in the ·S'tdJo?·cliuate Se,•vioe (vide AlJpendi.r: A. to Government of 
noa · esolutzon No. J,.-.':04-215 of 231'cl July 1896)? · 

. . (b) A;·e Government c~wce1·e tl•at in alt the othe1· tJrovin'ces in Indict all Heacl iiaslers 
fJ} Hzgh S.clwols a1·e ceppointed in Indict'! Flctve not the Heacl Maste1·.~Ttip.3 of the Elpl~iri­

.s~one~. Poon.a and Belga~mz H!ql~ St:!wols l~een .fillecl in tlie past to tltc ,qat.isfaction rif 
. ~ove, nmmt by {lentlemen appomtecl ~n lnclta? .Tf so, wltat were the 1•eason:> tlwt led 
Govemment _to ?'ecomulenll tltei1· iltcl11.sion fu the l·ist.~ of posts to be flllecl i11 Bnylaml? 

·(c) How many Em:ope.ctn ancl ltzcl~-E,tr~p~cm .schools fo;· bo,IJS ancl {lid.~ q·;·c tlie?·e in 
Bomb~y ~nd lww ~~a~!Y, ~;e Poonct ~ ."W_e?'C not all tlte.~e schools fo?·merly 1:nspectecl iy the 
Inspa~t01, Oe-ntnel ,}zVtszon, ancllns asszst,mts? . l1'or Ttow 11WJ/.!I. ?Jecerslect~· tlte,p1·esent system 
~y winch all tltc tlwee Inspectors sha1·e the w?1·l.; qf ervamiln ing tltese sa/tools in !Jornba.IJ been 
Ul f01·ce, and fo1' what time on an a/Jem,qe evei'!J '!J I!W' is ectch, b~.specto;· occupied ·i1~ tMil 
~oorlc? Has not the Inspecto1· of tlte Sotttlwm 1Ji1;isiou. wllo is a native, done tlds morT.: 
to the satisfaction qf Govermneut? If so, wlutt were the ,·easous thc•l it~el,tced tf,e Gov­
e;·nment ·to 1'CCOm:~nencl to the Gnvemnwnt of Indict a ilepcwf~tl'e in the ccwJ of Bombcey 
from the suggt!stum of Lonl 01·oss that. at least onr! -ha~f' of tlw ' Jn .,pector.~n ip~ should be 
tra.n.if~n·ecl to the. Provincial Se1·vice, l;y ·the incZ,tsion of t·wo out of the tlwee ],spector­
sh~J'S ~n. the Pl·esi.d~nc'!/ lJl'Ope1· a.s welt as tl~e lnspe~lorship i·n Shul n?,wng tlw oppoimt­
we,u; to be flllecl w · Euglauct? .!Jej01·e mctl.·inq tltctt ,·econHnencl•Jlion cl·id Gm;1·rmnent 
consicle~· the feasibilitY. .of tlt1·?wing open two I,ispecto,·sltips i11· th•· P.;·ovinciat Sm·vice b'y 
elit?·ustu.lg the.1vo1:1.: OJ '1.12SJ~~c.t~ng tlt; ctf,o1;emenUonecl scltvols onl!J ~o one InstJeclm· 1vho may 
be apf'm1.tcd 1.n Enplm.ul,, ij c~n E:uTopean Inspeclo;· was consule?•et.~ nece:;.~aru j ell' that 
wo?·.l~ . Tf/ha_t w·e .tile spec~al C't?·cumstances of the Jmovi11ce rif 8vncl t!tat 1'equi1·e a1J 
E m·opew.2 Inspector there (v icle pctmgmp~~ 11 of thr: same Resolution)? 

. His Excellency tile PRESIDI;~T in re1>ly said-
(ct and b) The,lwnourable member is under a misapprehension in supposing that this 

Government rccommendecl the inclusion of the He~cl "M.astersl1ip of the Stwnt High School 
in the Subordinate Service. '1 invite his attention to IJarugraph 7 of tllC Government of 
India's Resolution No. <1-Education-204-215, dated the 23rcl July 18%, puhlishecl at 
pages 736-749 of the Bombay G'o·vemme?d Gat:etle of 30th idem, Part I, from which it will 
be seen that this Government -recommended that a.ll Head Masterships exco}Jt the thretl 

: included in the Indian Educational Service should be }Jlacecl in ti.Je P1·ovincial Se1·vice. 
Although the Hell(l Masterships of the •Po6na and Belgaum Ff~gh S~1wols are included in 
the three appointments referred to, it is not to be understood that European Head .Masters 
will always be 'appointed to the two schools named. While ordinarily tho Head lVIasterships 
of the Elpllinstone and the Poona or Ahmedabad High l'3chools willlJe held lJy Em·o}Jeans, 
Government have reserved to themselves the power to appoint the third European Head 
Master to the School where, in their O}Jinion, his services willlJe of most use. It is true 
that Head Masterships of the High Schools namecl have been helcl in the past to the 

· satisfaction of GoYernmcnt lJy gentlomou appointed i.u lndia. It was considered desiruble 
to have a Em·o1Jean element in the stair of Head Masters, and after careful considerab.'on 
the number of Head .111 asters to be recruited in England was fixed at three. The 
honourable member will see from paragrftph 13 of the Government of India Resolution 
referred to, that in the l?unjab also one Head Mastership is _included in the Indian 
Educational Service. . ' I . . 

(c) There are 18 schools of the class named in Bombay and 6 in Poona. They were 
inspected by the Educational Inspectors, Central Division and North-East Division, t1p 
to the end: ?f 1886-8? and since then the lnspectoi·s of th.e three Divisions· hllive s~r~ ull 
the inspectmg work m Bombay. In 18V5-f.l6 th.o Educ~t10nal Ins:pe~~r, ~antral Dmmon, 

:spent-52 days in Bombay, the Edueational Inspector, Northern DlVlSlOn, 30 days and th~ 
· Educational , Inspector, Southern Divisioil', 25 days. 'l'he last named officer has always 

("Lone his work to the satisfaction of Government. He has sometimes to inspect a Euro­
p~n school, but the practice is to give him the English school for Itatives aod to leave 
the European- sch9ols to the other two Inspectors. Gov:ernmell:t considered it desirable 
that the three IIU!pectors in the l'1·esidency shoul<l continue to share the work ef inspect­
ing the schools ~n the Presidency Town, and .that tl}.c .European schools Qoth there and' in 
Poona should be inspected · by officers trained in England and with a knowledge of the 

· standqro of dfsciplliie and teaching maintained ther~ . . , The backward s~ie of eduaati~)l. 
in Sind and the fact that the Inspector was so far removed from the Director's person'Al 

v-48 
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supervision were considered to be reasons for the employment in .that Province of an 
Inspector trained in England. · .. 

The Honourable Mr. Ya'JNIK (for the Honourable :M:r. SETALVAD) then put question 
No.l3- · 

Is it true fl1at Messn Pamtifpe, PimpuUcm· a~d Ka1·~ellca1' of Umba1·gaon in ~!te 
'lluf.na District were an·ested by1 a 1Uct7"1"ant and prosecuted U7lde?' secti01~ 117 of tlte I nd~5~ 
:PP.nal Cocle and section 43 of tlte A'bkttri Ll.ct and section 25 of the Forest .f!-~t, firn 
publisMng and.ci?·culating printed copies of a ltand-bill in tlte vemacula1·, e:cplatmng tlte 
p1·ovis1:ons of the Famine Code 1'ega1·ding suspensions and ,·emissions qf the lancl1·evenne, 
ancl fltat tlw District Magistmte before whom. the t1·ial was held, on a perusal of tlte 
hand-bill, disclun·gecl tltem? W!to ~uas tlte Magist1·ate who issuecl tlte wa1·?·ants ancl on 
tvhat inf01·mation did he act in issuing tlze wa1·rants ? Did !til bifm·e isstting the wa?Tctnis 
sati..ify himself b!f a carifttl pe1•usal of the hand-bill whethm· it disclosed any .off~nce 1 
Will Gove1•nment be pleased to take notice of tltc cvndttet of tlte officers C01We?·ned ~n the 
a.rrest of these people ? 

• The Honoumble :M:r. :Bmnwoon in reply said-
Government are not at 1wesent in a position to answer this question. A report has 

been called for. 
The Honourable Mr. YA'JNIK(for the Honourable Mr. SETALVAD) then put question 

No. 14-

What is tlte 1·es·ztlt of the commmdcation th'at . this Govm·nrnent hacl 1vith lhc 
Gove1•nrnent of India abont tlte question of giving ecwly effect to the 1·ecornmendation metde 
by the Finance Committee ia 1886 to zntt tlte Ole?·lc of tho Insolvency OoU?·t on a sctlcwy of 
Rs. 1500 or 600 a montlt, aml c1·edit all fees in excess qf tltat swn to Government? 

The Honourable Mr. Bmnwoon in reply said-
The subject is still under discussion with the Government of 'lnclia. 
The Honourable Mr. YAJNIK (for the Hononourable Mr. SETALVAD) then put question 

No.l5-
Is it tnee tltat P1·ofessor Scttlte of tlee Poonct Sd,,•veticmik Sctblw was a?"?'ested on ct 

ww·rcttJt wul cltargecl bejo1·e tlt.e Jl1agist,·ate at Pen with offences ~mder sectiotz 117 qf tlte 
Inclicen Penal Code, section 43 of the A'bl:6Yi Act ancl section '25 of the Fo1·est Llct; 
that U'lten the case was called on on the 1st of Jamea,oy last tlte Magist1·ate said that lte 
was hiln.~e~f itz flee da.rl.: o.boul flw ca.se ancl there was ?W fo 1'11Utl co.n~zJlaint bqfo1·e leim 
<wcl tlem·ifore adjtJzt?"?~ecl the .case; ancl that at the t1·ietl on the 11th of Jamtt-t·ry the 
examitmlion-in-chiif of the witnes.~es fo1· the prosecntimt ilrisclosiny no o.Oence the 
MagistJ•ttte clischct?'!Jecl P1•ofesso1· Setthe ? Who 1oe1·e the Police officm·s who p roceeded 
against P1·ofessor Sathe ant'l on what itifonnation cl'id 'tltey act 1 What a1•e thei1· sctla1·ies, 
8tamling and ymcl<< 1 Who wt~s the Magist1·ate tolw U''anted tl~e tuan·at~t of a?'?"e8t a.nd on 
what information clid lte act 1 W-ill Gove1•nment be pleased to etzq1ti1·e itzto the ci1'Cnm­
stances conneotecl with tMs p1·osecution 1 

. The Honourable Mr. Bmnwoon in 1·eply said-
Government are not at llresent in a position to answer the question of the honourable 

member. A report has been called for. . · 
The HonouralJle Mr. JAVERILAL Ul\fiASHANKER' YA'JNIK then put question No. 1 

standing in his name- . 
Wltetlter it is t1-zee that tlte JJ£st1•ict Superintcmdent of Police at Sholdptw witltd1·ew 

ogaimt tile wishes of Jf.r. JJesltmuklt, tlte Collector, the Police force kept to g1ta1~{l th; 
grain bo.ui.IJ'8,fo?' the pU?·pose of fw·nisltitl{} a?J esco1·t to 3ome p 1·isonet•s f 1·om Bijapu1; -
.and tllat this circumstance lwcl some i11di1·ect imfouence in b1·inging abotet the gmin 1·iots at 
Bholapurl 

The Honourable Mr. Bmnwoon in reply said- )-
It is true that the constitution of the guard referred to 'was altered without the know­

' ledge of th~ District Magistrate and that he had given orders some time previously as to the 
.main~anc~ ?f .an ~ed guard in the b~zar ~or the time bei~. 1'he Chief Constable in 
cb~e of the Oity relieved' the armed guard m accordance With the usual routine in such 
matters; in 9rder to · comply with a demand for an escort for certain•prisoners to Bijapur 
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:and replaced it by an equal force of unarmeq police. The District Superintendent of Police 
was absent from Shol(~pur at the time. Government do not consider that the removal of 
-the armed guard had any influence in bringing about the grain riots at Shohtpur. 

The Honourable Mr. YAJNIK then put question No. 2- . 
H as it been brottgltt to the notice qf Gove·rnment tltat the 01•der 1·emoving Mr. 

' \JJeshfmtl.-lt j1•om SltOlaplW to be Fi1•st .1hsistnnt Gollecto1' in Kd1Zq,1•a has been ?'eceivecl by 
' .all clas.~es qf people in Sholcipur cts et sl1t1• qn a desc1·vi11g office?· 1vho hetd done excellent 
· ·se?'l>ice as Oollectm· of Slwlc£pu1· clm·ing t!te 1n·esentfamine? 

The Honourable Mr. NuGENT in reply said-
Three telegrams and a petition on the subject of the removal of Mr. Deshmukh from 

the post of Collector of Shol{~pur have been received by Government, but there is no evidence 
that the feeling of all classes of people in Shohi.pur is as stated by the. honourable member. 
The responsibility of estimating the merits of their servants and their fitness for particular 
·posts rests entirely on Government, and appointments are made under a full sense of that 
responsibility. 

The Honourable Mr. YAJNIK then put question No.3-
Ilcwe Government tnlcen steps to 11rovicle the 1mblic ctnd sttbordinate o.tficials in the 

·affected clist1·icts with copies qf t1·cmslations ·into vwnacula1•s of the 1•evised Famine Oode? 
The Honourable Mr. N UGEN'r in reply said-
The Code has been translated into the vernaculars of the Presidency proper and the 

translations, which are being printed, will be. distl'ibuted for the use of subordinate officials. 
Copies will be procurable by the public at the Government Book Depot. 

The Honourable Mr. YAJNIK then put question No.4-
Is it ct fact that most qf the ?'eliqf wo1·ks now on ltancl providef(h;, tlte brea/,ing of 

.metetlfOi' ?'Ottd 1'epcti1'S? If so, i.~ tltis due to want qf 1•eacliness on the zJcwt qf tlte Pttlilic 
Worlc.' Department to jttrnish plcms wul estimctles for 1·eally w;efttl worlcs, sttch as tltose 

.(01' tlte imp1•ovement of the watel'·supply 01· conmumiccttiotls ? 
The Honourable }It·, NUGENT in reply said-
A large proportion of the famine labouret·s m·e empl9y'ed on the breaking of metal. This 

fact is not due to want of readiness on the part of the Public W orks.,Depal'Lment to furnish 
plans and estimates for other works. 1'his form of employment is iu many respects best 
adapted for famine labour, especially in the early stages of the fa.mineJ and is calcuh!ted to 
'be more nsefnl t.han ot.het· expenditure on commnnicnt.ions which cannot subse(l'tcntly be 
maintained, or than expenditure on ::melt pt·oject::> fot· improvement of the water-supply as 
are not found on professional examination to be sound. But it is recognized that the break­
ing of metal will not he profitable if carried beyond reasonable requirements, and arrange­
ments are being made for the employment offamine labom·ers on the earth-work of raihvays 
.and on irrigation works which, although they are not likely to be financially profitable, 
will probably be of advantage to the community. 

The Honour:tble Mr. YAJNIK then put question No. a-
Will Government be pleased to place on tlte Oozmcil Table a li.9t of the tanks and 

.~·oacl wot·lcs, whiclt were undertaken during the past fatmine, brd whiclt we1·e ·left rmjinislwJ, 
. . ancl abandotaecl on account if want of funds ciftel' tltefamine ~va.~ o1Jer, and lv.tve Go1le?'n· 

ment enqui1·ecl why the famine wo?·lc.~ progmrmnc of this year has not been made to inclrule 
tl1ese w01·ks for whirJt plans ancl estim,ates we1·e nl1·eady in thei1· possession? 

The Honourable Mr. NUGENT in reply said-
It is believed that none of the tanks and roads undertaken during the last famine and 

'left unfinished were abandoned on account of want. of funds; such as were not finished were 
. abandoned because it was found that it would not be profitable to complete them. 

The Honourable Mr. YAJNIK then put question No.6-
~ .dre Government aww·c that some if these rvorlcs in this year's tprograrwme contemplate 
· .breaking stones for t•oad-rnetalling in advance for the next twenty or thiA·tg years, anrl if 

.go, have Govet·nment ascet•tained Tum this storing of metal can prove anything but:waatejul 

.expenditure of public funds ? 
The Honoura:ble Mr. NuGENT in reply said-
The honourable member is referred to the answer. to his question No. 4. 
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T110 Honourable· Mr. Y AJNIK then put question No. 7-
Arc GoucrJtl~u;,£t au:a1·c tltat TcU11ka Local Boanis llave alwceys beenan·e~-~ing thei1· c?emaucl~. 

for tanks, ?Udls, ~c., mMch f./w ])z:<triel Boa1:d.~ luev,e been twable to me~t J 01'. ~qaul ojfwu~s ? 
Have (;fovermncnt made inqu£n:c.~ wli.?t Uw.~e difer?'etl1vork.< ecenuot- be made avculable .fo1' (r.Mmu c. 

• reliif at f his ti1iw ! · ~ 

The Honoumble Mr. Bmnwoon in reply said- · · . · · .l' 
Small tanks and wells a.re not suitable for the · emllloyment of famine lallour to any': 

large extent, because supervision is not availahle for small 1mrties of workers scattered 
over the country. But everything that. is possible is being done for the temporary· 
improvement of the water-snpvly in the affected districts; and people in need of relief are · 

· employ~d for that }lUl'pose. . · 

Tl1e Honourable Mr. YAJNIK then put question No.8-
lfw•e Govemmwnt received cwy infonncetiou, il£ ?'eply to the i·uqui1'ies o1·de1'Cd [,y t/, f'm lo 

be made tlwou,qh f.hc D·,:recl01' of Agn'cultw·e a.~ to .<toclc.< of [Jmiu s -in the (fffectc:d di ·tn'c/8, ali rl 
will they be pleased to plac1: ou tlte Cotwcil 'l'ltble the rc~· zetliS of Sltf!le 1:1t.q~r.iries,l 

:. The Honourable M:r. NUGEN'l' in reply 'said-
Stafuments showing the movements of foocl-g1\ains by rail and the inferences to l)e 

drawn theref1·om have already been published. lhuther information has not yet been 
~ receLved. 'l'he reports or the s~1bstance of them will be 1mblished without avoidable 
,-delay. · 

'l'he Honourable Mr. YAJNIK then 1mt question No.9-
Will Governme1~t be ]J/casecl to place' on the Cozencil 'L'ablc iufor?wtlion as tn the .follo71J­

iuu points:- , 
• · (a) iJr7tat ll 'L£11!8 'ltave bcetb advanced for takdvi tluri11[! the pw;tJiv~~ mouths in tlte vcu-iou8 · 

tcU11kas of tlw ajfccter.l disf.ricts.? · 
(b) Hnw mm~y etpplica.tion .. ~ ~vera ?'ece·ivecl ancl for 1f!hat iwwunt, wtcl hon· many futve 

been disposccl qf either by 1VCt!J of ·J efu,sal 01" compliance} . 
(c) How m-ucle of thris taM.vi r;tdvance wetS rnacle fm· bzeyinrr ·seeds cmcl bullocl.·s, ancl' 

!tow muclt for sit~l.:i11g u:ells ? 
The Honourable Mr.' NuGEN1' in reply said-
The amounts which have been S}Jecially assigned to the several affected districts­

in connection with the famine for tak{wi advances are as follows :-

Ahmcdnagar ••• 
Khaudcsh 
Sholnpnr 
N6sik 
Sa tara 
Poona 
l3ijnpur 
Dharwnr 
'Belgatim ... ... •.. . .. 
Additional sun1 for distribution in Southcm Division 

Rs; ... 
4,75,000 

92,000 
2,00,650 

75,000 
2,25,000 
1,25,000 ... 8,30,000 
1,00,000 
2,50,000 
25,~00 

Total Hs. ... 23.,97,650 · 

Detaile<~ information as to ~be s!l!lls advanced in e~ch Mluko. ?f any affecte~l district is: 
not avlUJable. The local mqumes made on recowt of applications, which are . very 
~~merous~ nre not yet complet~l, ancl therefore the m(ormation on other points askecl fqr-oy tile honourable member is not yet available. . . . . -

The "Honourable 'Mr. Y AJNIK then put question No. 10- · · 
' W~ll GQV(1r'TIIm_ent be ,p,leaJJed .tn direct that u,e weeldy 8lttmnaries they pltblishfor· ' j·.-
general i?ifO'I-m<&tiotJ Bhall include information on the follou;iti[J points .:- . ~-

@.) criminal slatist~s r~ltJ!itl[J to ·offences a[J·a~nst 21ropel'ty
1 

' ' , ~ 
(2) e:cecutioll of decrees, . · , , , 
(8) regi8Wa.tion, 
( 4),laUCticlo1iDe "f sc1Aool8: 
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The Honoura'bie ~f;. NUGENT in r~ply s~id- . 
Government are unable to see 'that_' any ptli:pose of pubiic utility ~vould be served by 

requiring from offi,cers, whose time is already very fully occt1piecl, weekly returns on 
the points specifiecl by the honourable member, and cannot therefore cm:nply with his 
re9.uest. . , . . 

• ~ • • . • l• 

t·The Honourable :M:r. YAJN'lK then put question No. 11-
l•Vas the1·e any p(wtic1tlm· 1'Cetson wlty the scalejo1' urain compensation il) 11001' vmtJlO!JCB 

of Governnumt, provicle~l b!f t{~e .fir.·t Fwnitte Vocle of Js85, wets nmitte.d i·1~ the 1'e·vi.,ecl 
Code, m~cl in it~ place the .scale ,~ztoww/. by tlte Civil Allowance ( f. Account) Cocle wvs 
sanctionecl ? Are Gove1·nmeut awcwe that th!:s sc'J.le is ina(lC?lta.te to pi'Ot>irfe reli<f to these 
poo1· people ? · · 

The Honourable Mr. NuGENT in 1:eply said-
. . Provisions regarding a scale of grain compensation were omittecl ft'OUl the revised 

Famine ltelief Code by direction of. the GoYernment of India, whose policy is not open 
to question in this Council. Government are not aware that the scale ,of the Civil1\.ccount 
Code, which, so far as it goes and so far as any G(lvermnent servants are now affected, is 
the s:1me as that prescribed in the Famine Relief Code of 1.885, is inadequate, nor has any 
l'ClJresentation to that ·effect at · any time when the Civil Account rule has been appliecl 
lJeen made by any pel'son affected. · 

'l'he Honourable Mr. YA;J NIK then put question No. 12-

fTm·e the p1·osewtipn.9 pf Pro{esso1• Satha mul oftha t·hree Umbar!Jaon gentlemen, wMch 
have·1·est1ltc(l i n the acq'uittal'of the accuseclz;ersons, ~mde1•takc:n by tiLe dist1·ict mttlwrities 
on tltei1· own ?'espon.sibit·ity OJ' ·wi~h tlta lJ1'CIJions sanction of Govr:rnmcnt ? If t!te sunctio1J 
qf Goue7•nment hacl not bee11 ·a-sTeed for; will Govet•n:ment be J?lensed to cli·rect tlv.tt such 
prosarmtions should 11.ot ba zmdertakan witf?ottl a. ?'f'!~re-nce to Gover·nment it~ the .first 
instance ? 

'l'he Honourable Mr. Bmowooo in reply said-
'The pl'Osecutions in question were undertaken without the previo t~s sanction of Gov­

ermnent. It is not usual for the Executive Government to make orders limif;ing powers 
vested in Magistrates by law. 

The Honourable 1\{r. YAJNIK then put question No. 13-
A,·e Govc1•nment in a position to place bejo1•e the Council infonnation ?'egarcling tlJe 

terms· OII which the new P.1·ovincial Cont,·act jo1· the next five yea1·s Me likely to ba setttecl? 
The Honourable .Mr. NuoENl' in reply saicl-
The reply to the honourable member's question b in the negative. 

'l'he Jlonoural)le Ur. N.\oilOJI N. \V.wrA, on behalf of the Honourable Mt·. PHEROZE­

SHAH M. Mm:r·r.A., who was not present, then put question No. 1 standing in the latter's 
name-

(n) In asldng the Mtmic-ip"l Co1·poration of Bomba'!JlO azJpoitlt t' Deput'!l · 001nm·t's· 
sioner m·e Gove1·nment awa1'e that tl1e Oorpomtion lwve neve1· been aslced by tlw MunicipaZ 
Oommissione1· to clo so.? (b) Have Government asce1·tai11CCl tlte views of tlte Mwuicipal 
Commissioner on the subject aud will the'!! be pleased to state what tltey m·e? 

His Excellency the PnES!DEN1' in reply said-
Government are awat:e that the Municipal Corporation had not been asked by·the 

Municipal Commissioner to appoint a Deputy Commissionet·. Relations between Gov­
ernment and the Municipal Commissioner at this 'crisis have naturally been of a most 
intimate nature. Hi~ yiews as to _th_e appoint~ent of a Deputy Co~missi?n~r wore asT, 
Jert~ined. The Mum01pal Com.mJsswner constdered that a Deputy Uomm1ss1oner would 
bet of most valuable assistance, provided the :Municipal Act were amended in the manner 
oroposed in the Bill to lle introduced to-day. 
- The 1Ionourable ' .1\'lr. WAD.IA (for the Honourable Mr. MEHTA) then put question 
No.2-

(a) A1·e Government aware thatj01· the ftrst time since Mdthe1'(m Hilt Scvnitarium 

8 started a license lw.s been given for 't~ reta~l sale of caunt1'1J. liquo)' and a slwp opened 
~;. tlw.t puipose nea1• tl~ baztir 011 the main 1•oad to N eral t -· . _.,:.,· . .:::::-=-==; . . . : :;j 

v-~9 
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(b) Was any notice given to tire reside11ts inviting. their opinion o1· asae1·taining tlteir 
objections, or any otke1· measu1·e taken j01· tlmt ptt1'1Jose ? · · 

The Honourable Mr. NuGENT in reply said-
. · (a) Government have ascertained that a country liquor shop was iu J1;1ly last.allowed 

to be establiShed in M:i.theran in consequence of repre!'entations that It w~. ~;gei~:_tly 
required to satisfy a iegitimate demand and to remove an inducement to illicit :_,o·n­
sumption. 

(b) The sanction was aiven on condition that the Collector satisfied hini~elf that 
house-owners and residents Were not likely to raise objections, and it may be mfer~ed 
that the usual measures were taken to ascertain the opinion of the residents. The Superm­
tendent of Matheran approved of the opening of the shop. 

The Honourable Mr. WADIA (for the Honourable Mr. MEHTA) then put question 
No.3-

WiU Govm'nment be pleased to state if it is not possible and desimble to ltave lqss of 
stone-brealciv'l.g for fctmine 1·eliif 'W01'lc cmd more of t1te natuTe of tanlc-digging, 1·oacl ctncl 
embctnlcment-malcing ? 

The Honourable llfr. NuGENT in reply said-
The honourable member is referred to the reply to question No. 4 put by the 

Honourable Mr. Y ajnik. 
The Honourable Mr. W ADIA (f~r the Honourable Mr. M~ITTA) then put question 

No.4- · 
(ct) Is it true tlmt in ?oo?·lcing ctt sto11e-b?·eetlci1ig tlte wages·eanzed are genemlly of tlte 

lowest of tlte standcwds .'~ · · 
(b) Is i t true that tlte avm·age wctge ectmed, tlwugh it mcty be sufficient to sustain life 

for tlte moment, is not sufficient to SUfilain strength ancl v·itctlity fo1· m1y lengtlt of time ? 
The Honourable Mr. NuGENT in reply said-
(a) On all classes of relief works the bulk of the laboUI'el'S earn wages of the inter­

mediate standards; but it is not true that in working at stone-breaking the wages earned 
are generally of the lowest standard .. 

(b) The reports received from medical and other officers show that such is not the 
case. 

The.Honourable Mr.- WADIA (for the. Honourable 1\tir. 1\tiErr·rA) then put question 
No.fl- . · · . 

(tt) Is it not trtte tltat tlte wo1•l;; of st01te-b1•ectking is not swited to tlte people of tlte 
weaver class mul tltat they anl unable to em·n on Bttch work any except the lowest tvctges ?' 

(b) Fo7' !tow man?/ qf this class' ltas wm·lc been P1'0Vided at !tome? 
'l'he Honourable Mr: Nu~:~EN'l' in reply said-

' (ct) The suitability of a varticular'ldnd of work for a particular class of people is a 
ma.tter of degree and one about which opinions may differ; Government have expressed' 
the view that eruihwork is more suitable for weavers than stone-breaking aml have 
directed that people of that class should be em11loyed on earthwork as far · as practicable. 
But the State is under no . obligation to provide 11eople with the kind of employment 
which suits them best, and aple-bodied persons will be relieved only on the condition of 
their doing such work as is available foi· them. It is not true that weavers are unable 
to earn on stone-breaking any except the lowest wages. 
- (b) The numbers vary from week to week and are not regularly i·eported from all 
the affected districts. '!'he honourable member will find such information on the point 
as is supplied to Government in the summaries published weekly in·the Go·ve-rnment Gwectte. 
-· The Honourable Mr. WADIA (for the Honourable Mr. MEHTA) then put'ques~n 
No.6- . 

IhJl~ · Wfjl. f!ovf!!meu~ be plea,sed to· state wh~~ .'was tlte cost of 1J1·. Hwnte1·'s Bombcty 
Dminfige: i~Bm"mis~imr appointed by tlte Oovernment of Si1· Richa1·d Tem-nle and wh.o 
deftayefl d 'I . :r ' · 

.' · , . Tlfe Ho~OU}\\ble ·Mr:' J3rihwooD in reply said:-
. · 'l'he fxiformation required h,as been called, fQr. .' · ' .. · . . . 
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The Honourable Mr. BAL GANGADHAD. 'l'ILAK then put questien No. 1 standing in 
his name-

In considemtion of tlt13 fact tltat the ·bu1•den of c:vcl~nnge compensation chm·gcs is tlwown 
01~ the P1·ovincial finance, does tkis Govem ment me((.n to as.k, ancl if so, to 10/mt e:cte·nt, for 
.ct 1·evision qf the conditions laicl down in 1882 ttnilm· which it is to ,-eceive help /1'011~ tlte 
Imperial Govermne"!t in case of ct seve1·e familne lil-.e the p1·esent ? 

The Honourable Mr. NUGENT in reply said-
'l'he revision of the Provincia\ Contract is still under correspondence with the Gov­

ernment of India, and it would be contrary to rule and practice to publish any informa-
tion on the subject. of it. · · · 

The Honourable Mr. TILAK then put question No. 2-
. I s Govemment awa1·e of the fact thctt low-paid tea.che1·s in tfte Ve,·nacttla?' School 

.in tlte aJfeotecl dist?"icts have not yet Teceived any compensation for the dea1·ness of gntin 
on the g1:ound that tltere is no bctlance to meet the cltcwge from the tJortion of the Local 
F 1mds assigned to ecluoation ? lif7ill Got•e1·nment be lJleasecl to cli1•ect that such ext1·a 
expenclitw ·e shmtlcl be met f 1·om the general balance, if r.tny, o1· fmm tlte p01·tion of the 
Local F'tmds usually clevotecl to Public W01·ks (tncl clebited to Fnmine Relief tvnclm· clause 
(i) of section !JO "fAct I of 1884 ? 

His Excellency the PRESIDENT iu reply said-
It is for Local Boards to decide whether they should give grain compensation to their 

own employes. Government do not contemplate issuing any such order as is suggested by 
the honourable member. · 

The Honoi.wable Mr. 'l'ILA.K then put question No. 3-
. l'Vill Gover·ttment be pleasf'd to place on the Table the 1·eports of tl&e 1·cvenue officers 

gw ing the 1·esztlts of thei1· Cl'Op-inspection 2J1·eliminw·y to giving 1·eliej by wcty of stU1pension 
·01' ?'emission of land Teve?MW ~mcle1· the Famine Code ? 

The Honourable Mr. NuGEN'r in reply said­
Government are unable to comply with the request. 

The HonouralJle Mr. 1'ILAK then 1mt question No.4-
JJoes Gove1•nment intend to gmnt any su.Ypeusion of land TevenzM to superior l1olclers 

. .Zilce Mots; mortgctgees, §'c., 1.vitlt cli1·ectimis to p ass tltem on to their tenants, cU1 is done in 

.otlze1· P'I'Ovinces uncle1· tlte F ctmine Oocle !? Has Govem ment ?'eceived any 1·epresentation 
.from su.periat· holders on this stbbJect, and if so, how have they been ll1'sposed of? . 

'!'he· Honourable Mr. NuGENT in reply said-

Governrneut have no iutentiun o£ granting any general swsiJonsions of land revenue 
to superior holclers with directions to pass them on to their tenants. The rule recom­
mencled by the Famine Commission and now generally accepted is that nobody should 
be forced in a season of extraordinary drought to borrow in order to pay the land revenue, 
but that all who can pay it without borrowing shoul<l do so. This rule applies to su:t'erior 
holders as well as to occupants who themselves cultivate their funds, and un<ler 1t the 
former are not entitled to suspensions unless they suspend the collection of rents from 
their · tenau.ts ancl n.lso have no other means without borrowing of paying what is due 
to the State. Petitions, almost all of them being from districts which are not affected 
by famine, have been received from persons purporting to be cultivators and land-owners 
.and rayats, some or all of whom may be superior holders. Most of these petitions 
violated the rules regarding petitions and were returned. 'fo one which purports to have 
been adopted at a public meeting held at Panvel the following reply was sent :-

" Government decline to take into con:s!deration rep~senta~ions purporting to 
come from associations of people on the subJect of such concesstons. Persons who 
can~ot without difficulty pay what is due by them to the State or who can show 
eqmtable ·grounds for a remission are at Uberty. to apply individually to local officers 
and to appeal under the rules to ~ontrolling .lliuthorities, and such petitions . will be 
dealt with in accordance with the rules and not otherwise. People who have _amp]e' 
means of discharging their debts to the State,. whi~P, are not 1~ morally or legally 
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bindin"' than debts to private . individuails are not entitled to ~ombiue. with others 
~:~ , ·n . 

for the plUJlOSe of attempting to obtain coneessions, and Government WI · gtve no 
recognition to such combinations." 
The Honourable Mr. 'l'n,AJ>;: then put question No. 5-
IB· Go'Ce?·rmtent awm·a of the ci?·cula1· is.9ned some time ago by the jl1ltmlcdddl· of · .... 

Dlmlia cli·recting the collection of' both the instalments of la-ncl1·even1te ~n on~ payment · ( 
this 11ecw befm·e the c1·ops wCJ•e 1·emoved; !tnd thctl the smue has been enfo?·cccl· w sevm·al 
easel ? If ?o, 'lOhtlt notice Gove?'nm~nt lws taken o1· proposes to tal.:e of the same? 

The Honotu·able Mr. NuGENT in re1)ly sa.id- · 
Government have no infot·mation on the subject referred . to l?Y the honoura·blc 

member. , 
The Honourable Mr. TILAK then put question No. 6-
Ha~ Go~crmne?t~ ?'ccch·cd, and if so, 11'ilt i t be t;lectsed to p11blish any information . 

1'eytm1i?l{J loss of cattle i11 the districts of .Shollipu?· ancl BUdpn1· owt:ng to wcmt of foclcle;• 
d-1wi'llg tile las,t lom· months ? If no(, will 6io'IX!1'umel!t o1•clerthc Mmw to be collected aucl 
.publi('lted at an eady elate ? . 

The Honourable :Mr. Num;N·r in rer>ly Raid- . 
Govemment bave not yet received detailed iuformat[on·on the subject.; it will be 

collected and published in clue comse. 
· The Honoul'ab,le lVIr. 1'ILAK then pu,t question No. 7-

Wili Govr•rm?&&!ll be 11lease~ to publisl~ a ~leta-ilcd statement 1'egct?'tling e-rclt of'the 
,·efief w01·l~s ancl test twrks in the q(j'ectecl dist?·icts, stcttl:ng (1) the avem,qe claily rmmbe1· 
of ·men, women autl ch1:ldem (wo?·l.:i11{J ancl nvn-wo1·l.:iny) shown sepcwately, (2) etvlent of · 
lwtlill{} accommodatiou a.va·ilab/.e, (3) nctlm·c of tcatc?·-supply, (4) bazd1· cwrcmgement.~, 
( 5) aQ''i'cmyements fo1· i11'-clocw wncl ottt-cloor mr:d·icetl 1·eliif, and ( 6) Ct'IJC?"et{}e daily wages 
paicl to each man, woman ~;mel child· tmde1· dftfermit ·clctsses? :Al.so tltd numbm· of lJOf!1' 
holi/ICS and htche11.s, the tJlaccs whe1·d they a .. 1·e opcnecl a'nd the m.tmbe1· o/'pe1•sons Te'ceiving 
1•elitj at c·ach of them ? 

The Honourable llfr. NUGENT in reply said-
The honourable member is referred to the summaries published •weekly in the Gov­

cmment Gazettn in which information, which Government consider sufficient, is given on 
the p<l)ints specified by him. Government do no~ consider that · a detailed s~atem~nt in the 
£orm suggested would sel'\'C any useful purpose heyoncl what·is attained by. the informa· 
tion already furnished a:nd are therefore unablo to comply with the request. · 

The Honourable Mr. TILAK then put question No. 8- · · 
Has Govemment noticed that Babg Satyac11·CI1'tttJ Slul.str.i, a .7'6tfJJectabla B engali aut7101·, 

tol•ile t-ravelling by the Soutlie1·n Ma1'Citha Ra·ilway in Novernbe1· last, was detained in 
oWJtotly by f.he Railway Poli~e at K01:egw:m StatimJ without ctny wa?'?'ant ? If an enquiry 
lws bee-n made, will Government be 'pleased to publ·i~Jh the 1·esult, and if not to order 
an enqu.iry into tl1e matte?'? . ' 

'fhe Honourable· Mr. BIRnwoon in reply said-
yes. The Head Constable at Koregaon acted on a telegram received by him from 

the .Assistant Btation Master, S;l.t;d.ra Road, indicating a certain passenger in a })articular. 
carriage as one of the, persons implicated in a case of cheating the Railway by obtainin"' 
delivery of a parc~l on a forged receipt. The Assistant Station Master had of cours~ 
m11.de a mistake, while ·the Head Constable who had lately joined at Kor~O'aon ,knm·; 
nothing llibout the case and wus informed by ihe tele~ram llhat a warmn1; ~ad issued . 
The Head Constable has been severely reprimancled and tue action of the Assistant Statio~ ' 
Master has peen l>rought tp the notice ot the aut.hOlit·iP.ll ef the S9uthern ?lbratha Rail way · 
with a request that they will deal strictly with him for his inexcusable mistake , ' , 

Tlie Htmour&.b\e Mr. DAJI An.m· KainE then .rut qtiestio~ No. 1 standi~.,. in his . t 
~~ . . 0 

· (4) . ~ tl~.e a~n of Gover~~merat - been .dmt;;n. t9 tl1~ p1·oc;e~dings £1~· f.he ,,crin~i1zal 
case ,agautst Pro/_essfJ!" .4.cht~t · Sita1•am 8atl~e · tried a( Pen bejo1•n. Mr. ·· If1·oolce 01t 11th 
Jq.nua,ry M an~_BJII!cialZy ~o ._tlJ,efq.ilure oftfte 1n•osecz,tioo t'/u!rc1n?. . · 

, (h) .. ·zs it or ~s tt rwt a fact tl•at the pl:ollccz,~io11 toas undertal.:~n simply on tl&e · 
strength of the poltce rttport of Mr. Satlw.'s speech tc~tltout /i.wtlla?' inqui1'1f.? 
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(c) Does Govermnet~t conside1• such· 1·epOJ·ts mctde b!f loto-paiib pnlico constalJle8 l)y 
themselv3.~ stifflcient to.fustify the issni1~g of a .10a1·1·ant itJ nny case l If not, will ·G;ot;ern­
ment. be pleased to st!f,te · what othe1· p1·ecautio~~.os w·e talcen be{ol'c comme»cing prv-·:J 
ceeclu1gs in such cases? · · • . 

(cl) Does Govel·nment mecm to talce any notice of the comlnct of tlwBe no;1cerned in 
h11ving tl1e wa?'l'(tnt iss·ued ? , · · .. . ) 

· The Honourable Mr. Bmowoon in reply -said....:_ · 
· The honourable member is referrecl to the reply to question No, 15 put by the 

Honourable Mr. Setalvad. · 
The .Honourable lVIr. KIIA.RE then put question No.2- . 

' ('ct} .Lb·e Go·vel'lmzrmt ctwMe tkctt ~ la1·ge ·nnmber of thi1·d· class passengers to and 
(l·om Ncisik an~ being ecw1·ied by tlw Great Indian Penit~sula Railway ,in .A class goods-~ 
wagons ? · .. · · · · • · . 

(b)- Witcit ste1js have Government talcen to · pn:vent the G1·ecet Indian Peninszela 
Railwuy Oompcmy j1·orn ew·rying. ·pcessengiJ,,s in goocls 1oaoons? . . . , 

(a) If no steps luwe been tulce;L in the ,;~atter, wili Government be pleased to take steps 
immecliately to prevent ]Utssenge1·s being ea·i·riecl in·go'ods toagous? · 

. T~o H?nourr.ble ~[r. NUGE~'l'' in: ~·eply saicl-
(a) Government have no infor!lp:tiou on the subject. Railw~y administrations may' 

use goods-stock for the conveyance of passengers, pmvicled it is ·done in accordance with: 
rules framccl to satisfy the cop.ditions .laid down by the Government of India in that' 
behalf. As a consequence the answer to · 

' . . 
.. (b) is ,, none"; and to• 

(e) ''No." . · · 
.. The Honourable ~Ir. ;I{.qA.RE then put question No~. 3-

Will Government be pleasecl to give ct table of all Ute ]Jlaces ct't which . ?'elief wodqs 
lup;e bem~ opened since Oelqber fast, showing the dates of opening cmd t,lte tilme,s when sliecl8 
we1·e 171'0vided cet 7Jarticula1· jJlaces ? .. ·1 

T.he Hp~oura1Jle Mr. Nu~ENT in reply said-
The honourable member is referred · to the. summaries of information published 

weekly in the Got·e?'J.~meut Gazette. Government regret. th;:t.t they must decline ,to add 
to 'the labours of officers already' fully employed hy 'requiring from them detailed -'state.­
ments which, so fa1· as the ~overnor in Counci~ can judge, can bo of no practical use. 

The Honourable Mr. KnARE.then put question No.4-
, {a) · Whatfoocl and· in what qua1ltitie.s ·i..~ allowed per clc~y to a. male p1·iso·ne~· 1mde1·-
go_ing 1'i!J01'01ts imp1·isonment in jail ? 

(b) What is tlte a;nonnt of money paid as wages.pe1• clcty to an · adult male 10o1•k{,;.g 
on the relief worlcs? , · 

Is the money 1JCticl as u;ages to one too1·lcer ~zefficient to purcl,ase food equal in quantity 
to that allowed to one'prisone1' and 8tt(ficient fuel to cook that food, according to the ma1·ket 
rates prevailirw fro-m ti.me to time? 
_ . -.Tl;le Honourable Mr. NUGENT in reply said-
... (a) The statement laid ·on the Table* shows the quantities of food of various 'kindS 

aUowed daily to a i:nale native -prison~r undergoing rigorous imprisonment, which vary 
witli the kind. of labour exa;cted. · 

(b) Th~ ampunt of money paid as wages to an adult male working on relief works 
dependS" on the price of grain and the. tas~ performed. The honourable member will find 
~scale in Appendix V to the Famine Relief Code. 'fhe money paid as wages to an able­
bodied male of the class of pr@fessiohal labourers is sufficient to purchase the same 
quantity of g,rain lis i~ allowec;l j or an adult male employed on hard labour, together with 
diU, salt, ghee, condiments and v;eg~~l}ple~. · ThE! ;wages als~ 9over the cost of fuel, whioh 
however is often obt!l>in,e,d free. - · 

v-50 
• .V: ido ·Ap~~ndix ·~ ··· 
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The Honourable Mr. KHARE then put question No. 5-
Will Govemme"t be pleased t•l state· the 1·estdt of tlte inqui1·ies instituted in ptwsuance 

of mg qu68tion No. 3 put a.t the meeting of tlto 12th of Octobe1· 1896 ? . 
. His Excellency. the PRESIDENT in reply said-

The invitation to the Conference at Poona was a ooeneral one ancf included all non­
official educationists in the Central Division. There w~ no llrinciple of selecti?n as aUr 
were invited. The circular of invitation was addressed to the three Bombay da1ly news,­
papers and to all Colleges and aided and unaided schools in· the City of Bombay and 
other places outside Poona whose addresses could be found. · 

The Honourable Mr. KHARE then put question No.6- . 
ls Govenunent aware thctt one Anglo- Ve1'?WCltla1· Saltool jot• gi1•ls u'!as opened with the 

sanction of the educa.t-ional·authm·itics b!J the Municipality of S1wat? 
Is it t1·ue that'it was closecl afte1· beingJ,ept ttp fm· 12 months? 
Will GovernmetJt place ttpon the Table the co1'1'espondence ~ 1epon· this sttbject beltiJeen 

the EducatiotJal InszJector, N~ D., and tlle Pf•esident of the Mimici11ality? 
(Question No. 6 pttl at the Meeting of the 12th Octobe1• 1896.) 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT in reply said-
The Municipal Board opened an Anglo-Vernacular School for girls with the consent 

of the educational authorities and closed it after a short time With · the consent of the 
department. I refer the honourable memlJer to the correspondence laid on the Council 
Table.• · . 

The Honourable Mr. KHARE then put question No. 7-
Is it a fact tltat tlw Govemment of Bombay have inst1·~tctecl Collectors qf disti·icts to 

suspeud collect'iou qf assessment in the case of ag1·ia1tlt~wist lwlcle?'S who a1·e not well-to-clo 
and tcho ltave lost tlwee-qua?·ters 01' mm·e qf thei1· C1'ops ? 

Is it a fact that Government have p1·oltibited suspension of 1·even1te Viz the case of ?zon­
ag?'iculturiat holders i1'1·espective of the otet-ttt1'n of their fields? · · 

lf <m!J 01·ders or inst1·ztatiovzs lutve been isstted will Govm·mnent be plecesecl to p1eblish 
them? 

Do Mese onlers 01' instntctiovw apply to bot!' 01' ovzly one instalme?zt of t!te 1'(JVCntt(J ? 
The Honourable Mr. Nugent in reply said-
The honourable member is referred to the reply given to question No. 11 put by the 

:Honourable Mr. Setalva.d. . 
· The Honou~able Mr. KHAll.E then put ques~ion No.8- · 

Is it a fact tltat some passenge1·s, wlw wm·e taken out of the t1·ai?ZS at Kal!Jctn on szes­
piaio~t tl1at tlte!J we1·e suffm'i"-ng j1·om the plag1te ancl talcetz to the Mwzicipal Hospital the1•e 
o~ the 12t!J instatzt, wm·e left tleere witlwut prope1· tWu1·ishment and ntecliaal cttlendance 
for a whole nigM aml pa1·t of the next day r . 

The Honourable Mr. Bmnwoon in reply said-
Enquiries have l>een made and it does not appear to be the fact: 

PAPERS PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL. . . 
(1) Statement t referred to in the·reply to question No. 1 (a) put by the Honour-

t v·c~e .A d" A. al>le Mir Allahbakshkhu.n valad 1Uibakshkhan 
' ppen IX • Shah:wani Talpur at the 1\{eeting of the Council 

of the Governor of Bombay for making Laws an<l Regulations held on the 17th 
·August 1896. 

l Vide Appendix B. 

§ Vide Appendix 0. 

~2) Papers ~ referred to in the reply tp 
. quest10n No. 1 put by the Honourable Mr\ 
Chimanlal Ha.rij.al Setalvad. 1 

(3) Statement§ referred to in the reply to 
question No. 5 put by the Honourable Mr. 
Chimanlal Harilal. Setalvad. 

•"Vide Appondix F •. 
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( 4) Copies~~ of orders referred to in the reply 
• Vide Appendix D. to question No. 11 (a) put by the Honourable 

. Mr. Chimanlal Harilal Setalvad. 
· (5) Statement 1· referred to in the reply to 

t Vid• App'endix E. question No. 4 p'ut by the Honourable Mr. Da.jl 
Abaji Khare. 

(6) Correspondence i referred to in the 
t Vicic Appendix F. re1>ly to question No. 6 put by the Honourable 

MJ.·. Dajj Abaji Khare. 
'(7) Second Report of. the Select Committee appointed to consider Bill No. I of 1896, 

a Bill to amen'd t1ie Bombay Boiler Inspection Act, 1891. 
-(8) Report of th,e Select Committee appointed to consider Bill No. III of 1896, a. 

Bill to amend Act VII~ of 1870 (an Act for the prevention of the murder of 
Female Infants) as to the Presidency of Bombay. 

{9) · Petition from Shambhuprasad Becherdass Laskari and other Kadva Kunbis, 
dated the 6th October 1896. 

(10) Petition from Patel Vrajbhai Ichabhai and other Kadva. Kunbis of Sanand, 
clatecl the 9th October 1896. 

·(11) Petition from Desai Kalansing Fatehsingji and other Kadva Kunhis of Ptttri, 
dated the 9th October 1896. 

'(12) P etition from Karsandas Jayshingbhao Desai and other Kadva KunbiS of 
Viramgli.m, dated the lOth October 1896. 

·(13) Petition from Chugo:Jlal Shomnath Vunmalidaswala and other Kadva Kunbis, 
dated the 9th October 1896. • 

.(14) Petition from Khushal Gokaldas Patel and other Leva and Kadva Kunbis 
of Kaira and Ahmedal>ad, dated the 8th October 1896 . 

.(15) Letter from Miss A.lice ~faucle Sorabji, Poona, dated the 3rd November 1896. 
,(16) Letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, Legislative Depart­

ment; No. 368, dated the 18th February 1897-Returning, with the assent of 
His Excelfency the Viceroy and Governor-General signifie~ thereon, the 
authentic copy· of the Law to amend the Bombay General Clauses Act, 1886. 

(17) Telegram, dated 23rd February 1897, from Sheth Shambhuprasad Becherdas 
Laskari. · . 

BILL No. II OF 1896 :.A BILL TO AMEND THE BOMBAY BOILER 
INSPECTION ACT, 1891. 

In moving the seconu reading of the Bill to amend the Bombay Boiler Inspection 
Act, 1891, the Honourable Mr. Bmmvoon said-Your 

: The Honourable i>~ .. Bird wood Excellency,-It will be in the recollection of this honour• 
m?ves the second roadu~g of ~he able Council that the Bill to amend the Bombay Boiler 
.Bill to amend the Bombay Boller • f ed d ti th 
Inspection Act 1891. · · Inspection Act, 1891, 'vas re err a secon me to e 

. ' · · . Select Committee on the 18th August last for the considera-
tion of ·c~rtain amendments which are set out at length in the Committee's second report, 
.dated the 5th· October last, which, with the present .Bill, as now amended by the Select Oom­
·mittee, has been a long time in the hands of honourable members. We have a.'i yet t•oceived 
no objections to the amendments finally proposed by the Committee; nor, so far as I am 
·aware, has there been any unfavourable comment in the public press or otherwise on a.ny 
'of the provisions of the proposed, BilL. On the contrary, I have reason to know that the 
.Bill, as it now stands, meets with the approval of those who are specially interested in 
-the working of the Boiler Inspection Act, including not only the Government officers 

.\ whose duty it is to 'vork the Act, but also the members of the Millowners' Association 
rand the Boiler Commission. I · propose, therefore, that, with a Tiew to the report of the 
·select Committee being taken into consideration and the Bill being considered in deta.il1 

th~ ]lill be no~ read a second time, . · 
; · The ·Honourable Mr. NA.VROJI.NASABVANJI W.A.Du. said-Your Excellency,-Ijoin 
.in the con~atulations which we must feel on this important measure, which is the fifth dl 
·.its kind smce it was inaugurated in this Presidency, to minimise the difficulties which 
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,. -· · · · · t' ns and therefore the amend­
industries a re likely to encounte.r m carrymg out theu av~ca 10 h B'll w.as first introduced 
ment. as now before the Council m.ust be wel9omed. Smce :t e. 1 

1 th seven 
several other amendments were brought before the Select Commlttee =. n~ le~ ttn Select 
.addl.+-l'onal important chan..,.es bein<Y proposed. Of these three were reJeC .ec Y. 1e f tl' . r o. o I ,.. the passm()' o · ns Elommittee, while the remamder ha~e been acceptecl. D; suppol'.~mg . . ,0 socia-
'Billl reiterate "•hat has fa.Uen from .t~e honoura~le mover, ~h~t the Mlllor~erswfn' fully , 
tions and the several bodies who are mterested m the workmg of the 

1
°\ th 8 1 t . 

appreciate the change which has been 1Jrought about th~ough the yhanne o e e eo 
Committee. 

.Bill ro11d a second ti1no. 
. . His Excellency th~ PRES~DENT then put the motion 
that the Bill be reacl a second t1me. 

This was agreed to. . . 
On the motion of the Honourable :Mr. BIRDwooo the 

Bill considered in detail. ' · cl · d ' t " "1 Bill was then considere m e a1 . . 
The Honourable Mr. Bm~woon saicl-I desire to ~ove that in section 4,, suh-.s~ction 

:'(2), the word "for" be suhs~ituted for the wor~ ·~ allowing ". This. is merely a verbal 
alteration, hut is desirable, ,as 1t makes the meanmg cle~rer. . 

The amendment was carried. 
The Honourable Mr. Bmowoon~I now move that the Bill, as ameuded,:be read 

'a third time and passed. 
Billl'Oad a t!lird time nnd passed. 

The motion wa·s agreed to, ancl the Bill was then 
rend a third time nncl 11assed. 

BILL No. III OF 1896: A BILL TO AMEND ACT VIII OF 1870 (AN ACT FOR 
THE PREVENTION OF THE MURDER OF FEMALE INFANTS) .AS TO 

. THE PRESIDENmf OF BOMBAY. 

In moving the seconclreacli11g of th,o Bill to amend Act VIII of 1870 (nn Act for the 
. prevention of the murder. of Female Infants) as to the Presi-

Tho 'Houonrnble ll'lr: Bn·dwood dency of Bomba'' the Honourable 1\fr. BmnwooD said-
moves the second rcadmg of tho ' " ' - , . . 
Bill to amend Act Vlll of 1870 Yom Exccllency,-Tlus Bill was referred to the Select 
(nn .&b for the Jll'cvrn tion of tho Committee on the 12th October lnst, with instructions to 
murder _of · }'cmnlc Infnnts) ns to report, not only on the Bill, but also on the various petitions 
the l'l'C&ldcncr of Bombay. which bad been or 'might• be received . regm:ding it up to a 
certnin date. The Committee has considered t11e BiU ancl the petitions appended to its 
report dated the 3rc1 instant. We are of opinion *at it ~ill 1Je clesirap~e to .. alter the form 
of the :Bill, so as to make it clear'tnat it is · ncit 'intended· ~o add two new sections to an 
existing Act of the Govemor-G'eneral in Colmcil which~ capable of general application, 
but merely to 'enact cel'tain necessary provisions, to be in force as a local Act only, for 
dea1ing with the accumulations of certain funds levied under Act VIII of 1870, which is 
tm Act of the Governor-General in Council, in force in this Presidency, and for applyin()O 
those accumulations in a manner for which no prov.ision is made by that Act. 'J?hls object 
can be secured hy embodying the requisite provisions in sections to he numherecl as 
sections (i)f the prop0secl local Act instead of as sections 8 and 9 of Act VIII of 
18170, and by the omission of the words " or hereafter " in section 1 of the Bill, _as 
thus altered. The -Bombay Government bns received the sanction of His Excellency the 
G{)vernor-Goneral under section 5 of the Indian Councils Act of 1892 to the introduction 
of tho Bill ; but in giving effect to that sanction the . course ~ecommended hy the · Oo):D..._ 
JJ)ittee seems preferable to that adopted when the Bill was mtroduced ; · ancl I have ·no· 
cloubt it :will oe aacepted· by the honourable Ct>unoil. The Committee recommend 
hOwever, a more important ohange,-in the principle of.the Bill itself. Instead· of handin.g·· 
QQr the accum.ulations of the two infanticide £unds in the Kaira. and Ahmedabad districts· ~ 
to the Local Boards o£ those c1istriots, as at first prop~ecl, we no:w propose that in defer..f · 
Gee :to the e~essed wishes of the momb~rs of _the two . -castes interested th~ funds b'e­
J>eta.ined in the hands Qf Goveinment, and be expended by Government fo; 'the exclnsi~e 
benefit of the members of the Lewa a.nd Kadva Kunbi castes in· each district ·in ·!fucb. 

,m8/11Jler ~ Gov~t- *Y~ _ fmm.. time . to .time • . dind-.. e:x;pedi.e:rit. . Gert.ain · speciftc 
SJropq~~ AAVe .~.mad~ l:!y the p.et~tio~ers. as . to the purposes to w bioh the funds ~hou,ljl 
.Jte applied~ Thct .OOnmuttee . se' AO ObJect\on to m.ost,of these,:pro:posa18 <but doubt the 
expediency of giving eifect to any of them in the Bill.; for, not only are' the petitioners 
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not UD!;mimous in their recommendations, but it seems also, to be unadvisable to lay down 
hard ancl fast rules regarffing the objects on which money shoulcl be spent. I may add 
that it appeared to the. ·Committee that, ~s time went on, :t.hc circurnst:tncE'-s of tl~e com­
munities to be benefited might he so 'changed that the necessity might present itSelf for 
expendino- the funds on olJjects different from those at present contemplated. However, I 
must adufit that it is not clear on \\'hat objects, except eclucational objocts, .the funds could 
well he spent. I am sorry the Honourable iVh-. Mehta is preventecl by illness from bcin"' 

\ present. He· was to have moved thitt the word "cd11cationnl" should be inserted 
before the worcl " ·lJenefit" _in lines 18 and 30 of section 1 cf the llill. 'I.' his amendment 
has been cons~clerecl by the Executive Government, :mel Governmtmt twe pre}Jarad; to 
accept .it, hut I doubt the necessity of going- further and specifying the ]1l'eeise manner 
in which the funds should be manag·ed. \Vith these remarks I move that the Bill he read 
a second time. 

'L'he Honourable Mr. ;JAvm:ILAL U:maSHANKAI~ YAJNfK said-Yom· Excellency,-! 
beg to express my general concurrence in the recommendations of the tlelect Committee. 
The Committee have materially altered the Bill both in form n.ncl sub:-:tance. The t.\VO 

new pt'Ovisions, with a slight modHica.tion, m·e calculated, in my opinion, to meet the 
wishes of the classes most interested in them as con ,·zyd in their petitions. Out of the 
three main points rererrecl to in those petitions, the rcvisecl Bill has given efYect to two 
by ]Jroviding, in the first pbce,. for tLJC accumulations of the funds remaining- in the hands 
of Govemmcut, in lieu of the pro11osal to hand them OYCL" to the Local Boards of the 
Ahmedabad and ,J(a.ira districts; and, secondly, by directip.g that the funds or the income 
thereof shall he spent exclusively for the beneftt of the classes who have alone heen con­
tributories to them. And now that tb e . third point is concerlecl hy the honourable 
mover of the Bill by his acce1Jtanco of the amendment of the Honoul'ahlc i.VII'. i\ [ehta, 
,namely, that the funds should be administered fo t· the eclucu.tional bcnnfit of the two 
classes, the Bill will, I think, meet all the three lJl"ayers of the petitioners ::mel heeomf! as 
complete and acceptable to tht:m as they can possibly clesil'e. I am of opinion that the 
petitioners cannoi; but feel grateful to Government and tho Select Committee fot· ha;dng 
seen their way to comply with their wishes, in respect ol' thh; legislation, expr;!sscrl in 
their petitions. 1 have mnch plcasu.rc in voting- for t he Bill a>' now a.memlcc1. 

BillreuLl a scconcl time. · His ·l!:xcellency the P I: I·:,;!D I·:)I'L' then put t he 1nntion that t lle 
:Bill be read a St:concl J;ime. 

'l'his was agToed to. 

Bill cousickrcd in dota.il. 
On the motion of the 11onourablo Mt'. Bmowooll, the Bill 

·was then considered in detail. 
The Honouml~le Mr. 13muwooo mo,·ecl the amendment . standing in t.ho name of the 

Honourable .lVIr:Jvlchta, 'viz., that in cction 1, lines l 8 and 8U, the words "edu<'ational •· be 
insel'tecl between the words "the" and " benefit." · 

'!'he amendment was agreecl to. 
'.l'he further stages of t.lio Bi ll were not proccedecl with. 

· BILL No. I OF 189~/: A BILL TO li'URTHE~ AMEND THE CITY OF 
BOMBAY MUNICIPAL ACT, 1888 . . 

'l'he Honourable :M:t'. l3mnwoon· said-Your Excellency,-The :Bill to further 
amend the law relating to the :i\'Iuuicipal Government of the City of .llomlJay was pub~ 
lislled in the Oooer·nment Oazette, by order. of your Bxcellency, on the lOth instant. 
Such p~tblication is deem~d to be the introcluction of the l~ill under n.ule 22 of the 
amenuecl Rules of the Council. Uncler l1nle 23 the J3ill cannot: be read a first time till 
fifteen clear days after its in~l'Odnction and 'fifteen clear days aftt·r copies of it have lleen 
despat.checl to members. As that period has. not elapsed since the pnblication of the 
mn and the despatch of ·copies to honourable members, and as the mn is of an urgent 

:\ nature, as I propose to explain presently, I ask your Excellency to exercise the power 
conferred on the President bf this Council by Rule 49,· and.1o suspend ltule 23, in order· 
to enaole me to 'move the first reading. : ·. . . . j 

His Excellency the ·PRESI'DElh •thereupon su~pended Rule-
Suspension of Rule 28* 23 of tlre Rules rof th'e·Ceunail .. ·. · . ·. .· . . · . 
v~51 • \oo .. ! . • . . .... ' 
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1 
• The Honourable Nlr. Bmnwoon, in moving the first 1·eading of t~e Bill, said-;­

Your Excellency,-In now moving the first r~a_dmg of the Bill 
to further amend the law 1·elating to the Mum?Ipal Govern'III;ent 
of the City of Bombay, I would desire to explam that the obJ~~t 
of it is to confer a very necessary power on the Deputy. Mumm-

The Honournblo Mr. Bird­
wood moves the first rending 
of the Bill. . 

~al Commissioner for the City of Bombay on those occasions when the Co~1JOrat10n finds 
1t ex:pe,dient to appoint a Dep~ty Commission~r. The p1•ovisions of the q1ty of. B~~ba.J'. 
Mummpal Act of 1888 relatmg to the appomtment of a Deputy C~mnnssiOner.are .cot~­
tained in Sections 55 and 56 of the Act and in certain other sectiOns to whiCh ~t IS 

unnecessary for me to refer. Under Section 55 the Corporation is empowered, ~t any tlill.e, 
and from time to time, to appoint, subject to confirmation by the Goverl?-or ~n C.ouncil, 
a person to be a Deputy Municipal Commissioner if it shall appear to It e~p~d1ent so 
to do. Every }1et'Son so appointed is subject to the same liabilities, re.stt'lctiOns and 
conditions to which the Commissioner is subject. Section 56 then provides that ~he 
Deputy Commissioner shall be subordinate to the Commissioner and shall exerm~e, 
subject to the Commissioner's orders such of the powers and perform such of the cluties 
of the Commissioner as the Commissioner shall, from time to time, depute to him. The 
section contains, however, a proviso that it shall not lJe lawful for a Deputy Commis­
sioner to nppear in the Commissioner's stead at any meeting of the Corporation or 
Standing Committee, or to exm'cise thereat any right· or power of the Com~issioner. 
~0\Y honourable members of the Council are probably aware that the Standmg Com­
mittee meets every V.7 ednesday. These meetings last on an average about au hour and 
.a l1alf. The Commissioner is not bound by law to attend these meetings, but in practice 
it is found necessary that he should do so ; othe1·wise the business of the l\f unicipn.lity 
might often come to a. standstill. The meetings of the Corporation are generally fixecl 
for the fourth or fifth of each month, and there is generally a long agenda paper to .be 
worked through . In practice, the business fixed for the meeting cannot be finished at a 
single sitting, and the rule is to hold meetings on Mondays and Thursdays in each week 
till the agenda 1mper is worked off. The adjourned meetings are generally continued till 
the 25th of the mouth, and each meeting lasts two homs. Now the tendency of municipal 
lntsiness is to increase in all depm-tments ; au1l the Commissioner is not only required to be 
present at each meeting of the Corporation and each adjourned meeting·, but it is necessary 
for hilll to read ttll the correspondence relating to each subject to be dis11osed of, in order 
to acquire a complete mastery of all its details and be able to speak on the subject, if 
necessary, or furnish any inform<ttion that may be called for h)' members of the Corpora­
~ion. 'l'l•e necessity fo1· preparing for the meetings and for attending them makes serious 
mroads on the Commissioner's time, which woulcl often be better spent in other ways. 
At present the Commissioner has little leisure for vm'ious im}JOrtant duties of inspection, 
and it is necessa1·y that he should obtain such effective relief as the present :Bill will 
alfor<l .him. If the Deputy qommissioner is empowered to attend meetings, not only in 
suo~ tun~s of str~ss an~l .strm~ as the prese~1t, but at all times when the pressme of 
busmess m the <Jommtsswner s office makes It necessary for the Corporation to appoint 
a Deputy, then he will be able to give the Commissioner such effectual relief as is 
desirccl. I therefore move the first reading of the Bill. 

Bill read " first time. The motion was agreed to and the Bill was read a first 
time. 

The Honourable Mr. Bmnwoon-It is the custom for this honourable Council 
to refer Billc;, when they have been reacl a first time, to a Select Committee · but in view 
of the great urgency of this measure I do not think that the Council wili consider it 
necessary for that course to be taken on. this occasion. I will, therefore, ask your 
~xoellency to susp~nd the Rules generally, ID order that the Bill may be considered in 
1ts further ~~noes w1thout reference to a Select Committee. 

Suapenai.on of tho Rules His Excellency the PRESIDENT thereupon suspended the 
genoreJly. Rules generally. "-

The Hono~ra.bl? Mr .. ABpALLA MEHERALI DHA11.AMSI-Your Excellency -Befd~ 
the second readmg ~ carried_ I sho~ld like to nsk whether, as the Rules have been 
suspended, I shall be m order m movmg an amendment. 

His Ex~enoy the PRBBIDJJMT-.,..Thel'6 will be; no qbjection to the ·honourable. 
member movmg an amendment. 
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The Honourable Mr. BrRnwoo~I now move that the Bill be rea(l a. second time. 

The Honourable }{r. Dru.RAMSI then moved the foiiowing amendment :-'l'hnt for 
section 1 of the Bill the following be substituted: 1. ·The words " except as hereinafter 
provided" slmll ho inserted between the letter (rt) and the word "it. " in the secoml line 
of sub-section (2), clause (a), of sect.ion 56 of the City of Bombay Municipal Act, 1888; 

. and that the following proviso be added after clause (ct) of sub-section (~) of tho ~aid 
{~l>ection: "Provided further that it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council upon the 
\-\~epresentation of the CorlJoration to declare by notification in tho Bombay Govemment 
' Gazette that the opel'ation of sub-section (2), clause (a), hel'eof shall be suspended for any 

pel'iod to be specifie(l in su~.:h notification." 

In moving the amendment the honourable member said-The clause pt·oposed to be 
1·epealecl by the Bill was S11ecially inserted by the Legislature in section 56 o.f the Act 
.aftcl' careEul consideration, ancl it is extt·emely desirablP. that it should be retained and at 
the same time that powet· should be taken to suspend its opel'atiou whenevet• occasion may 
require. No doubt the presunt time is cdtical, aml it is necessary that eomplete and 
extensive relief should be given to the Commissioner: that is really the object of the .Bill, 
because it is stated in the Statement of Objects and :Reasons that "the heavy dnties nom 
devolving on the )/[unicipal Commissioner in consequence of the outlwea.k of bubonic 
plague in Bombay and the extreme urgency of the measmes he is requir0d to organize 
and carry out show tllat, in circumstances of such pressure, the relief granted to him by 
the appointment of a Deputy ?l'[nnicipal Commissionet· should he as complete as possible." 
It seems to me that to attain this object it is not necessary to make such a sweeping 
·change in the law as is 11roposed. I J' the Act is altered as proposed hy the honourable mover 
of the Bill, the alteration will take el'l'ec,t not only for the purposes ol' the present emergency 
but will continue inforeealways in the future, which is not requil·ed. Although the ap­
pointmentof the Deputy Commi~sioner will be temporary at present, it may hecome necessary 

__ in future to have a permanent Deputy Commissioner. If that event happens, the per­
manent Deputy Commissioner will have the power of n,ttending meetings of the Corporation 
and Standing Cornmiltee, ancl that being so, it is not (litlionlt to imagine that some 
Commissionet· may (lelegu.te to his D eputy the task of attending these meetings aml 
absent himself that·e.l'rom. The Commissioner is the chief executive officer of: tlt•· 
Municipality, and as sttch responsible to the Corpot·atiou fot· the pt·oper managemun;. o)t 

the alfail·r; of the dty. He must be present at all meetings of the Corporation to guide 
theui. in import<mt matters and to be il1 touch with their view,; ou the vat•ious questions 
that come UIJ fot· their decision. The appoi11tment of a Deputy would in orclina.ry times 
relieve tile Commissioner of a good c!eal of routine work as well as out-door work, and 
surely it cannot he said that in OL'tlinary times the CommissioneL' would not find sufficient 
time to attend the meetings of the Corporation and Standing Committee. 'fhel'e is a 
feeling in the Coq)omtion that the .Bill as pt·opose(l is not the best way of (lealing with 
the question. 'l'he appointment of a Deputy Commissioner is left to the Corporation, and 
they can be safely truste(l to represent to the Government whenever necessary that the 
operation of sub-section (2), clause (a), should he suspended. The Governor in Council 
would only have to publish a notification in r.he Gazette, and that would at once give power 
to the De1mty Commissioner to represent the Commissioner at the meetings of the 

~ Corporation aucl Standing Uommittee. I consider that the views entertained by the 
Corporation to which I have now given expression ought to have due weight. I hppe 
that Government will accept the amendment I have pro})osed. In principle there is no 
difference. The object which Government has in view is to afford complete relief to the 
Commissioner in times of emergencies. My amendment will carry out that object eqllllilly 
well. The only difference is that, whereas undet· the motion of the Honout·able Mr. 
Birdwoocl it is practically sought to give power to the Commissioner to authorize his 
Deputy to attend meetings, under my amendment tlmt power will be given to the 
Corporation. The Honourable Mr. Birdwood has stated: that the Municipal Commissioner 

, has suggested legislation in the present form, but I have reason to believe that Mr. Sno\f' 
·\ requires relief at present not because of any abnormal increase in his ordinary work, but 

because he is required to do a great deal of out-door work. Mr. Snow no doubt has done 
'his hest to discharge the multifarious duties that have devolved upon him qwing to the 
present emergency, but it is to be hoped. that a crisis lilte the present ~ill be the 
first and last of its kind. For ordinary times legislation in the form proposed is 

· · ·not necessary and those conversant with t'he praetical working of the Corporation will 
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appreciate my remarks tl~at it is not desirable or ad<visable ~o givc·11o:ver to the Commi.s- . 
sioner to ~bsent himself from the meet.ings by sending in Jus 11lace ·Ius Deputy. I agam 
express a hope that Government will see their way to accept my amendment. 

The Honourable Mr. JAVEIUMJ. U)IIA.SHANKAR YAJNIK saicl-I quite see the 
ne<'essity of giving relief to the l\1unicipal Co'mmissioner durin? the p~·evalence of th:e 
hubonic fever in Bombay. I do not think that ::tny objection will be .rmsed to the pro vi• 
sion, but at the same time I agree with the rema1·ks macle lJy the Honourable ~11~ 
Dharamsi. 'l'he Municipal Commissioner's }H'esence at the meetings of tl;1e C?rp_orat10¥i 
I consider to he al>solutely necessat·y. The Cm·poration is freque?tly ~mdecl ill 1ts de­
cisions on many of the most impm·tant que::tions before it by the light of lmowledge a_nd 
experience whi'ch the Commi::sioner is able to fumish at first hand. The CorporatiOn 
should lmvo the benefit of the CommissiouOL·'s presence at tho meetings when such emer­
gent times have passed by. I agt·ee, therefore, in the propriety of the amendment 
proposed by the Honourable Mr. Dharmusi. 

The Honourable Mr. NAVJWJI N AS<\J:.WANJI W.A.DIA said- I have only to add a few 
words to what has fallon from my honourable colleagues. 'l'Lte subject of the appoint· 
ment of a D eputy Municipal Commissionet· was brought before the Corporation at the 
last meeting for consideration. 'l'here was then :1 general expression of opinion that this 
amendment of the Jaw should he liruitecl to tho special existing emergency ot· any situation 
Jike it. The presence of tho Mmricipal C..:omuiissioner at their mee.ting·s was felt to be 
most essential aud desirable in ordinary circum::tances, because then aml then alone the 
Corporation can carq on their wo1·k experlitiously and with better results than would 
otherwise be the case. I htn·e much }Jleasure. in SU}J}Jorting the amendment lhat has heen 
moved by my honourable friona .:\ir. Dharamsi. · 

'l'he Honourable Mr. Bm.nwoon said-l trust my honourable fr.icnd w.ill not 1wess 
this amendment. I will ask him to consider the circmnstan<)c:: nildet· which this ap}JOiut­
ment can be made. It is :m ap}JOintment at the di~posal of the Corporation, and they are 
not likely to ma.kc it unlesf: n.u occa::iou of omcrgeucy :uises,-unless eircumstnnces like 
those now existing occur. Fot· year~;, ho,yever, the t cmleucy of m1U1icipal lmsines5 has been 
to increase gretttly. J\l[y contentionis that, so long as the appointment is needed, it !'hould 
l>e as helpful nn al1pointment as pos::ible for tl1 e relief of the Muniei11a.l Commissioner. 
It is no use lmviJJg· a. Deputy if J1 e is not nbJe to reJier e the Commissioner of the 1rork in 
aJllmmches of tho administration wJ1ich at prese11t t al•es uy1 so much of Jris time to the 
exclusion of other pressing duties. This is the reason wl1y we wish to empower the 
Deputy to take the Commissioner's 11lace at all meetings. ..t\n enactment which does not 
gh·e this powet· would he only a hall' measme. 'l'ltc proposaJ is not to take n way the 
Commissioner's own power to attentlmeetings ; he will l1c ahlc to do so wlH.>never it is 
necessary ; as for instance on occasions when it may he uecessal'Y fol' him to make some 
})ersonal explanation to the Corpomtion, or when there is any other g·oocl reason for his 
attendance ; ancl of the sufficiency of such reason he may he reliecl on to judge rio·htly. 
But he will no longer be required by law and the necessities of his position to attend all 
mcet_i~gs-~ ~uty which can ~requontly be just as wel_l perl'ormerl by a Deputy having the 
req~usito ab1hty. I therefore ap11eal to l\h-. I>harams1 not (;o delay the passino· of the 
Bill by moving· its reference to a Select Uommittee o1· by 11ressing the amend~11ent he 
wishes to propose. 

llis .Excellency the Prn:SIDENT said-It a11pcars to me that the amendment of the 
lwnourable memlJer is praf'tically a motion for the rejection of the Bill which Govern­
ment have laid before the Council. The honom<ible membe1· (:an say "No" when the Bill 
is. submitted for second rc~kdi,ugo, l!llll then if. he fails to attain his object he can make this 

1 s~gg~sterl a.mendmeut as an f!ddition to the Municipal . .Act of 1888. 'fhe amendment 
. ~iug_ ~in~eu 'at the pl'iuciple of _tho _Bill, oau only ~e l:egat·tled at this stage as made fo 1: 

- Its \'l']eCllOU. If .a second t·cacl111rr IS arrJ'eed to, the B11l will be considered in detail and 
then the 'honourable .111~mbcr cnu"'pl'op;se anothot· amendment if he chooses to do so. • 

. . The _ 'Ho.riom·!'b~e .:Mr. ·DJIAitAMSI_..:_l'Jormit ~ne . to say, your Excellency; that tL 
. p~oposa.lof the Btllts to delete. sub-sectiou, (!3), clause (a), of Section 56 ·of the Act which 
. ijeni~ t? t~·e :Pep1ity _ th~ po~er of ~r~pt:es?nting th~ Co~missioner at the ·corpor;ition 
Dleet'in~- Am r :hqt 1U order m JDOV1Dg 10 ItS place a prOVISO empowerino- the Deputy to 

'l'epreseut'the COmmissioner m this way under certain 'cit·cumstances? o . 
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His Excellency the .P&Esm~::Yr-I . tl\ink.

1
_tho only thing fW"~ me to do is .to p\lt the 

Bill to the Council, and the houout·ablo membet\, who supports tli.e amendment, can vote. 
against the Bill. The~.questiou now is th~t ~his - Bill be read a second time. Does the 
honourable member say" No"? · 

The Honourable Mr. DHAUA:\tSJ-May I move t.hat the Bill be referred to a . Select 
nommittee with instructions to report -in a week? 
. · His Excellency the PRF.SIDENT-As the Bill is one of lll'gency, we 111m;t get it 

through to-day, and the question is that the Bill ba read a second time. · 

The motion for the second reading was then put by Ilis Excellency and carried. 
The Honourable Mr. DHAR.A.M:sr-My Lord, I must pt·ess for a dirision. 

A division was thereupon taken, His Excellency the PR F:sroErn• announcing that 
twelve members had voted for, and five against, the second reading of the Bill. 

Tho Bill read a second time. The Bill was then read a second time. 

Consi<lm·ation of the Bill The Honourable Mr. Bmnwooo ·then moved that the Bill 
in detail. be considered in detail. 

The Honourable Mr. DnAHAMSI said-As the Bill is now being considel'Cd in. 
detail, I beg to propose that my amemlment be substituted for Section 1 of the Bill. 
I confess I do not see the force of the objections that have been taken to the amend­
ment. :My object is the same as that of the Government to give relief to the ~hmicipal 
Commissioner in this emergency. The members of the Corporation are as much in 
favour of this as the members of Govern1nent; but as I have pointed out, circumstances 
can lJe conceived in the future when it may not be desirable for a Deputy Commissioner 
to haYe the power to represent the Commissioner at meetings of the Cor]JOmtion. 
I quite agree with the IIm:wurable .Mr . .Bhdwoml that to give such authot·ity to the 
Deputy will not take away the power of the Commissioner himself to attcnu the meetings 
of the Corporation in his official capacity; but if the Comm.i.ssiouer doe.c; ·not want to 
attend he will be able to send his Deputy to the meetings on n1l occasions when t.hi:-; Bill 
is passed. Those who are acquainted with the practical wo1·kiug of our municipal s~'stem 
will agree with my two honourable friends, Mr. J~n-et·ilal aucl Mr. ·wadia, hoth of 
whom are members of the C011Joratiou, that it is extremely · desirable that the Commis­
sioner should be present at meetings of the Corporation, and that it is only upon 
emergencies like the existing oue that he should be relieved. If, as Mr. Birdwood. says, 
it may be necessary in future years to make the allpointment of Deputy Commis­
sioner a permanent one,· owing to incl'easing municipal busiuess, the Deputy will 
be able to relieve the Commissioner of a good deal of otlic::: and routine dt:sk work 
which he has to do. 'fhis relief will of couts~ gi,·e the Commissioner more time 
to attend meetings of the Corporation to explain matters of business to them, and 
to keep in touch with their views. I cauuot see 'vhy Government are unable 
to accept my amendment. I admit that the matter is urgent, but if a Select Committee 
was appointed it could be directed to report within a week, and as it will take some little 
time before the recomm~ndation of the Corpomtion is in youp Excellency's hands, this 
would not lead to any great delay. The Corporation :ue not without a voice in this 
matter. As the initiative must be taken by tho Corporation, they might, if they chose, 
defeat at any particular time the desire of Government hy not making the appointment 
of a Deputy Commissioner, hut by giving the Commissioner a good and capable Assistant 
on a higher salary, in which case there would be no necessity of going to Government and 
asking for their confirmation. It seems to mo that the Corporation can be safely trusted. 
to realise !len emergency when one arises, and to give 1·elief to their chief executive 
officer in the matter of attencling the meetings when that is necessary. Under the 
circumstances I strongly hope that honourable members will agree ·with me that all that is 

-> wanted is the insertion of some section in· the Act which would empower Government, 
~on the motion of the Corporation, to give complete relief ro the Commissioner whenever 
occasion may require by suspending the operation of sub-seetion (2),clause (a), of Section 56. 
I think ·due regard should be paid to the views of the Corporati.on,·that legislation should 
not be carried which will enable their chief executive officer to absent. himself from the• 
meetings save at extraordinary times like the· present. ~ i rl'he l special ipawers -that have· 
been given to Mr. Snow have greatly enhan.ced his respo.Dilibilities and have Jiecessltated. 

v-52 
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a. good deal of out-door .;ork. As he is a conscientious man, he does not ~ike alwa;ys to 
acL in. important mattef.s' connected with ~anitary improvements of. the ct~y upon the. 
ropor~ of his subordinates without satisfy~g himself by personal mspec~10n . t~at the: 
measures they advocate should receive his sanction. A good deal of out-door worl~ IS th~s 
thrown upon him. Dy dele..,.ating his routine office work to the Deputy more tHne will 
be given him; and although in emergencies like the present he may he giad. to he 
relieved occasionally of the duty of attending meetings, there are grave ohJec~wus ~9! 
his being allowed to do so regularly. If my amendment is carried, all emergen01es WI~ 
be met and the feelings of the Corporation will be duly reSllected. 

The Honourable ~fr. JAVERILAL saicl--I trust, Your Exce~lency, this a~enclment will 
be accepted in view of the fact that the Municipal Commissioner ~san offic~r of exceiJ­
tional know ledge and experience, and the decisions of·the CorporatiOn arc arrtved .at fre­
quently by tlJCil aid he is able to give by his advice and guidance. At the present t1me we 
are all agreed that he should have relief, and that the relief should be as c.omplete as 
possible ; but when tho present critical periqcl has passed a\l'ay, tl1e Corpo~·atwn should, 
I tbiuk, have the benefit of his presence at 'their meetings. In the pa~t . history o~ the 
Corporation, it should lJe remembered, there has been a Deputy CommiSsiOner appomted 
when nece3sary, hut he was not empowered to attend the meetings, ~s the relief tll,<:l 
Deputy afforded to the Commissioner gave the latter officer more tune to atteucl.the 
meetings of the Corporation and Standing Committee. I sn,y that at tlw present tune 
thfl Commissioner should be relieved in view of the existing emergency, but when that 
emergeney has passed, I feel that the ColllOt'ation shoulcl have the benefit of his !mow­
ledge and experience gained at first hand. 

The Honomable l'lfr. BmnwooD said-I trust that the hououmble Council will 
deal wit;lt this nmenclment as they dea.Jt with the proposal :M:r. Dharamsi made on the 
motion for the second reading·. I will not g·o over the same g·t·ouml as I travelled over 
a few minutes ago. I will simply point out that the c1uesLiou whether the appointment 
of a Deputy Commissioner will be pet·mancntly necessary ·or not does not affect the 
m·guments for a,nd against the amendment. 'My point is that, when it is necessary for 
the ap11ointment of a Ueputy Commissioner to be made, he shoulcl have as much statu­
tory power to relieve the Commissioner as possible. It is immaterial whether tlJC appoint­
IDC'nt is a permanent one m· not, but 1 think it most likely that it will be permanently 
necessnt·,v to appoint a Deputy; nnd it seems to me that a Deputy Commissioner will 
be of little <lr no use if he is not able to save the Commissioner from the necessity of 
attending- the Corporation meetiu.os when more pressing duties require his presence 
elsewhere. I therefore trust this amendment will not be cal'l'ied. 

'J'he llonourable Mr. NUGEN'l' said-Before the debate closes I shoulll like to make 
a few remarks, because it seems t.hat there are one or two 11oints which have been over­
looked by the proposer and seconder of the amendment. I certainly clo not feel able to 
givo my assent to the amendment. The Honourable l\fr. Dharamsi ancl the lionomable 
Mr. Javerilal seem too much disposed to Jlrophesy smooth things, ancl to suggest that 
when these plague clouds liave rolled by we shall be free from every stress of municipal 
work or emergency; lmt I should be disinclined to take so favourable a view. It is 
possible that the appointment of a Deputy Commissioner may .at present be temporary, 
only Jlerhaps for six or eight months, or whatever time this pestilence remains brooclino· 
over ns; but the work of the Commissioner has such a tendency to increase that 
probnbly before long it will be essential to have a permanent Deputy Commissioner. I 
quite admit that as soon as we have a Deputy Commissioner in addition to a Commis­
sioner as a permanency, the main function of the Deputy would, in 01·dinary times 
be to perform the less imp01·tant and routine work which deYolves at present on th~ 
~ommissioner; being the junior officer he will naturally take the routine work. But at 
.flie same time it would be necessary that whenever it was requisite in the view of the. 
Commissioner that hA should be temporarily relieved of that portion of his duty which. 
consists of attending meetings of the Standing (lommittee and the Municipal Corporation . ;. 
he should be empowered to authorise his Deputy to attend on his behalf. But it does not ~~ 
follow that because the Commissioner may. from time to time as occasion requires empower, 
the Depu~ to appear on his behalf at those meetings ·he should necessarily depute that 
l'ower to his Depuli,Y en penna~~ and a~stain himself from ever appearing at the meet-· 
mgs. The .fact that ~e ComJDlSSioner ~Vlll have the powell to authorise his Deputy to 
attend on his behalf will not take away m any sense the power of the Commissionel'. to, 
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attend the meetings ;f the Standing Committee and the Coil>oration when he thinks 
necessary. Mr. · Dharamsi, it appeara, co~siclers that the attendance of the Commis· 
sioner at meetings is one of the most important part of his duties, but I am rather 
disposed to doubt the accuracy of this view. I have never been a member of the 
Corporation and have never had the privilege of attending any of its meetinoos, so 
that my information is based solely on newspaper reports. Judging from what 

0
1 see 

i in the newspapers, there seems to me an endless cascade of conversation at these 
1 meetings and immense floods of eloquence which very often lead to nothing at all: . This 
·can only be regarded as an enormous waste of power and often a serious waste of time. 
The :Municipal Commissioner shonltl of course be present at some of the meetings when 
important questions are brought up and where his opinion may be required; but I do 
not see that his attenda.nce at all the meetings is necessary, for, as far as I can learn 
from the neiYspaper reports, it frequently ha}J}Jens thr..~ the Commissioner does not even 
open his mouth. I also learn fTom the Honomable l\fr. Javerilal that the Nlunicip<~lity 
is largely guided by the advice and opinion of the Municipal Commissioner. That is 
a statement which I think requires to be accepted with considerable reser1'e. I am not 
quite so sure as is :i\fr. Javerilal that members of the Corporation do always accept the 
views of the Commissioner. Indeetl if my memory serves me right they not infrequently 
pay little heecl to his counsels. The object of this Bill is to give the Commissionet· the 
power of delegating to a Deputy his work at the meetings of the Standing Committee 
and the COl"}JOration whenever it is deemed necessary or desirable. He will thus be relievetl 
of attending meetings when his time can be more profitably employed in work of far greater 
imporbnce. I think everyone will admit tha,t the superintendence of the sanitm.-y 
arrangement;; and other plans being eal'l'ied out for removing the pestilence that now 
surrounds us, is more valuable work than sitting hour after hour eYery week in the 
Mm1icipal Hall listening to inordinately long speeches, some of which may be of great 
value, hut to others of which the same description certainly har<lly appears to ~pply . 

The amendment was then put by His Excellency the PRESIDENT and was rejected; 
and the Bill was then considered in detail. 

Section 1 and the preamble having been agreecl to, the Honomable ~b. Bmnwoou 
said-I desire to 1wopose a verbal amendment of the title of the .Bill, As it stands, the 
title is "A Bill to further amend the law relating to the Municipal Govemment of the 
City of Bombav." As the Bill is one which amends the :Nfunieipal Act of 1888, I 
propose that the title lJe "A Bill to further amend the City of Bombay Municipal Act, 
] 888." 

The amendment was curried. 

Bill 1·end n. third ti rue and 
pnssed. 

On the motion of the Honourable Mr. Bmmvoon, the Bill 
was read a. third time and passetl. 

' \. 

His Excellency the PRESIDENT then adjourned the Council sine die . 

.B!J orde;· <if IIis E ;ccellency tlte Riuht Honottretble the Gove1'1I01" in Ootmcit, 

S. L. BATCHELOR, 

Secretary to the Council of the Governor of Bombay 

for making Laws and Regulations. 
Bombt~!f, 24th Fabmcwy 189 7. 
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APPENDICES 

'1'0 TilE 

PROCEEDii\I'GS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY, ASSEM-
18LED FOR THE PURPOSE OF .MAKING LAWS .-\.ND REGULATIONS, ON 
1'HE 24TH FEBRUARY 1897. 

APPRKDI"X A. 

Stateme11t showing remissions claimed m1d granlcd b!J Locat .tlutlt lll'i ty i•1· the Province of Simi rlu1'ill!J tile tl1rec 
. . . , . !fears cndi?<fl .1894-95. 

District. Year. 

1 2 

··-- -- -·-~---..,-;----------

J:cmi!!!!! iOII () [ f,nlltl ~ R~tnh:!S iOII j:l:flllli Cd 

I-------,-------IIJ~(·t:~Joft~11:~~i !i{>!t:::c:~~~:::· 
tf~s 011 time· other than thoso 

c'\J•ircd bUow ~t hown in tho pre-

Toto.) rcmlR;It~n 
:;r:mtcd by Load 

Aulhorltie~t . ncmissiou or J.untl Demission of Iaud 
Hc\'cnuc ntlJJlicd for llcwcnnc " muted II\· 
by the 7.:uniud;ira. Loc.,l A'i'1 ~horil ,\· . ' 

1- ---··- -----
4 

••n•••l •l' t'. «.'<:ding t..'Ohnnns. 

;; 6 7 

J Rs, 
"· I'· I Rs. 1\. I'· R. n. I'· 

-- .-C----~-----\-

n •. a, t>• 

Karachi •• • ... ... 1S92-93. l,!H,5M s 0 

Hydernbad ... ... 
" 

39,561 !) 0 

Shikftrpur ... ... 
" 

1,14,ti\l0 2 0 

Thlir nud Purknr ... 
" 

4-,07G (; 0 

Upper Sind Frontier ... , . <to,75G a 0 

Total of the Province ... ... 3,98,642 6 0 

---------
J(nrAcbi ... ... ... 1893-94 l,G2,5SG s 0 

Hydcralmd ... ... .. 26,273 0 0 

Shiklirpur ... ... .. 1,01,077 1;1, 0 

Thnr amll':i.rkor ... 
" 

2,147 10 0 

Upper Sin<l }'ronticr ... .. 1,63,~13 8 0 

:----------
Total of tho Province .. . ... 4,65,948 s 0 

---------
Karachi ••• ... ... 1894-05 2,'18,812 5 0 

Hydernhnd ... ... .. 43,321 10 0 

Shik&rpur ... ... 
" 

1,63,787 0 0 

Thnr and P&rknr ... 
" 

44,805 6 0 

Upper Sind Frontier ... .. 76,033 12 0 

Total ... ... I 5,76,760 1 0 

Grond ~btal for tb~ Pro- I . 
, vi nee 'for three years ••• ... ,14,30,250 lG 0 

1,50,<10! •l 0 

26,208 12 0 

83,719 7 0 

1,781 H 0 

17,33•1 3 0 

• 2,79,395 8 0 

------
1,2u;S•JB ~ 0 

1.7,001 G 0 

42,i79 9 0 

853 12 0 

84,U48 1 0 

------
t2,GG,931 5 0 

------
1,88,300 0 0 

20,68i 15 0 

1,0ii,281 2 0 

24,692 14 0 

35,380 4 0 

!3,74,239 3 0 

386 12 

37,mm 14 o 17-1 9 

7,267 7 0 3,629 2 

. ..... 
6,030 0 0 6,466 ·1 

10,050 11 

2,13!1 6 

·130 2 

3,042 5 

. ..... 
,,076 2 0 4,»24. 9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1,86,286 10 0 

6·1,3i7 ·a o 

94,016 0 0 ' 

o! 1,731 H 

29,830 7 o l 

3,7G,S~l2 2 

1,48,241 13 

58,382 8 

57,40~ 10 

853 12 

9G,G48 1!! l! i 

'-----:------·------' 
li-1,361 12 o ~~ 10,136 6 2 :l,GI,432 7 2 t;;8•lis per cont. 

· of tho omount 
---------------' claimed. 

49 ,738 10 0 5,207 ].1 0 2,43,246 s 0 : 

1 ,11 ,684 18 0 2,633 11 0 1,3~,003 7 0 

25 ,776 H 0 3,129 10 0 1,34,186 10 0 

,1!13 0 0 ...... 2~,18G 14 o: 
l 

3 ,59!\ 5 0 14,468 )0 a 53,iH n a I 
·l------1---- ----i 

i 
1 ,92,28i 10 0 25,439 13 0 u,91,9Gd 10 6 ::i.e., 6G per cent. 

of tho &DloUllt 
clAimed. 

§9,20,1i69 0 0 13, 63,43!1 5 0 46,232 14 8 J 13,30,241 !I 8 ~i.e., 64 per cent. 
of Uui amount 

--~ clAimed. --
Norz.-Ro]octed appUcoUonscOilliWcd or tboso c..., In which rcmlaslono ~·ere not allo

1
w
0

red) .~·.::Or.0tb1 "..!'mulpeo,~r,.ln11wb.bkh lbe cowlllloD>I C>l the raloo (whlola 
an~ thoroughly woU uud.,..tood by •••ry Sl11dbl cu\tll'& • •• • w •ll•~ 

v-53 

H. E. M. JAMES, 
Commi':l!>ioner in Sind. 
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APPENDIX B. 

No. 746 OF 1896. 
FROM 

To 

F. S. P. LELY, EsQUIRE, I. C. S., 
Acting Oommission~r, N.D.; 

THE PRESIDENT, 
Ahmedabad Municipality. 

Camp Titlw,l, 25tl' May 1896. 
SIR, 

It bas recently come to my knowledge that on 13th November 189~ the 
Municipality fm~warded to the Collector the papers connected with the closmg of 
the Bar:l.dari G~te of the BhUdar, with a request to forward them to me, and an 
intimation that it was intended to appeal against his order. 1The papel'S were 
not sent on to me as they should have been. · I · · I · 

2. · They have now been received and will be consider~d in due course. 
Meanwhile, however, I would invite the attention of the Municipality to the fact 
that the appeal is nearly three yeat·s old. 'l'he closing of the g~tC'is said to have 
been n great convenience to the Bhadar by stopping the trespass of cattle, &c., and 
no serious ·complu.ints have been made. The only· representation against it 
among the papers--that by Pt·ofessor Cowser-only asks that it may be left open . 
until the bridge is finished. That being done, he implies that his objection would 
be removed. 

3. Under these circumstances, I would ask if the 1\funioipality think it 
worth while to press the appeal, considering the long time that has elapsed, and 
conside1·ing, that up 'to" this day 'it'ha.c> never been form'ally ~ade. " There is no 
wish to insist on legal t~chnicalities, but it cannot be denied that there was some 
negligence on the part of the Municipality on this point. 

4. If the mattet· is thus dropped, it might be on the clear . understanding 
that the Municipality alone 1ws power to stop up public streets or roads under 
Section XXvn;r, Clause 1, of Act VI of 18'73. . . 

To 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) F: S. P. LELY~· 
Acting Cominissioner, N. D~· 

(True copy,) 

J. w: S. DRACUP,.. 
As~tant Commissioner, N.D. 

No. ;J5±.i oF 169U. 

1!'. S. P. LELY, EsQUIRE, 

Oommissione1:, N. D. ; 

THE PRESIDENT, 
Ahmedabad Municipality. 

. v ' .A.!,medc!_~a~l, i?t)~ September 1896. 
SIR, 

' . I 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, 'th1·ough the· Collector of 

your letter No. '739 of 18th ultimo, forwarding copy of the Resolution of the 
· General Meeting of lat. idem, on the subject of . the closing of the Barada.ri 

' ~te.. I am sorry the. Municipality has not. thought well to accept my sugges­
. ~~on; bnli und~r the c1roumstances, the enquu·y iQto the point at issue between 
· lti and the late' Collector must of course now proceed. It will be taken up on 
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:~7~h October at ~ o'clock P.)r. at the Shahi Bag~, and the :Municipality may, 
··1f 1t cboosell, appomt an agent to attend and state 1ts case. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) F. S. P. LELY, 

Through the Collector. 
(True copy) 

J. W. S. DRACUP, 
Assistant Commissioner, N. D. 

Commissioner, N. D. 

Before the OommissionM·, Nm·tltfJ'rn JJivision. 

In the matter of the appeal by the :.VIunicipality of Ahmedri.!:Jij.d against the 
·action of the Collector of .Ahmedtibthl in requiring the closure of the Bar:Ldari 
-Gate in the wall of the city. 

The Seet·ctary being <leputecl by the Municipality has appeared and stated 
· t.heit· caRe. · 

Itcad also the papers begiuuing- with :Mr. Fl'ost's No. 2165 of 16th July 
1891. Also GoYeroment memorandum Ko. 2097 of 9th May 1896, requesting 
the Commissioner to hear the appeal. Also the Co!llmissioner's lettet· to tibe 
President oF the Municipality, No. 746 of 25th l\fay 1896 ; the President's 
answer No. 739 of 18th August 1896 and •connected papers. 

Decision. 
On 16th July 1896 lVIr. Ft·ost, then Collector and Distt·ict Magistrate, re­

-quested the President of the Municipality to close the gate in question, and it 
was done. Shortly afterwards Mr. Cowser, Professor in the Gujarat College, who 
lived on the other side of the river, represented that the closure obliged him to 
make a long round when coming to the city, and asked the President "to throw 
it open till the completion of the bridge in March next." This request 
being referred to M1·. Ft·ost, he refused to acquiesce, as he thought the 
inconvenience caused was not very great, the unnecessary expense of a mtka­

. walla and police guard was saved, and " the right-of-way has been reserved 
to Government by the expedient. of closing the said gate every night.'' 

2. The Managing Committee passed a resolution asserting the right of the 
Municipality to open the gate anJ declaring their opinion that it should be opened 
(29th .Aprill893). A general meeting of the Municipality on 29th July iJ.B93 
unanimously adopted these views and referred the matter to the President for 

.action. 'rhe President forwarded the papers to the Collector, but the then 
_acting Collector, Mr. Weir, refused to interfere in what Mr. Frost had done. 
This being laid before the general meeting of 13th November 1893, it was re­
solvP.Cl h:- a. m~jority to a.ppeal to the Commissioner. A copy of this rt•;.olution 
wa;; sent by the President to the Collector, with a request that he would. there­
fore send the papet·s to the Commissioner. Upon this Mr. Frost wrote­
" 'J~here is no necessity wh.atever to send on the correspondence to the Commis-

. sioner as he bas not asked for it. So it should be allowed to t·emain on the 
Collector's file.'' · 

3. Secliion XXVIII, Clause 1, of Act IV of 1873, gives the Muni~ipality 
·power to srop up· any street or road. I cannot find that Government er any 
o~hcr ;wthority has similar power at least within municipal limits. 
. 4. The 0ollector's arg'ument is undet·stood te be t.hat the Baradari Gate is 
m the · wall ot· citadel of the BMdar and therefot·e should be under tho control Of 
the Supreme Government, and (2) that the l1~ncl of the Bhadar (of which it is a 
gate) belongs to Government; t.hat in·fact it is a. Government enclosure. .A£, to 
~he first of lihese positions, it may be desirable that Government should hold the 
m~ets and outlets of a wall which was originally built for a fortification and 
m1ght possibly be so used again as such, but the point is not what is desirable 
but what is lawful. " All public town 'valls'' are " under t~e direction, manage-
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ment and control" of the .M:nnic'ipality (Section XV:tr, Act Y.I of 1873), and· 
though these words do not cover an action which is a breach of then· trus~, such as 
a d~molition of part of the walls, it would certainly, I should think, gwe ·them 
power to retain them in statn q~w. Otherwi"e,· the words of Section XV_II would 
have ninneaning. This is quite apart from tho special power of stoppmg.roads 
conferred on the MunicipaliL\· by Section XXVIII, a powet· which has notbmg to· 
do with the fact-nndoubtecl though it is-that the open spaces of the BMdar ! 
belong to Government. They uelong to Govcrnmeut just as the sites on any. other· 
road are private property, and tho~· do uot any the less make the road passmg up· 
to and through tbeB:midari Gate a. "pnhlic ~tree~." Nor is the po~i~ion .altered QY 
the fact that the gnte bas always been closed at mght by the Mumctpahty for the 
safety of that same public. In Smat and other places it is, m· was till lately, the 
practice to close all the town gates at night, but it has never been suggested 
that this made the main streets leading to them other 'than "public streets."· 
In short, it cannot be reasonably contended thnt the road through the BhMar, 

.'Which has been closed at ?l[r. Frost's request, is not a public street over which. 
the public have a right-of-wa~' · 1\.s such the l\!Iunicip\_Llity have repaired,. 
watered and lighted it, and as such they alone have the right to close it. 
. 5. It is stated by the Collector that the closure of the gate practically 

inconveniences no one; that if opened now that the bridge is built·, it will be used 
by scarcely any one but vagabonds and trespassing cattle, and that .it will involve 
the unnecessary expense of a. police guard and an octroi peon. There can be no· 
doubt this is true. The only detailed objector-among the papers before me,. 
Mr. Cowser-distinctly states that he only wanted the gate kept open until the 
bridge was. ready for use. This is obviously reasonable and should have been at 
once conceded, for residents on the othm· side of the river formerly crossed and' 
made straight for the gate. Now that a good roadway exists ovet• the bridge,. 
it is absurd to suppose that any one would undertake the labour offeri·yiug over 

· the river and then struggling across an expanse of heavy sand. 'l'hc petitioner~ 
· of 27th May 1892 complain of access to the Small Cause Ccim·t and other offices 
being obstructed ; but thet·e are other entrances to the Bbadar nearer to these 
places, and. the natural road to them for any person whatever, certainly is not 
through the Bar~ldari Gate. 'l'hoy further argue that the lattor JJaS existed· 

-from the time of. the "Maji Raj," but the answer to that is that the conditions 
have been wbo1ly changed by the opening of the Ellis Bridge. · The present 
Co11ector, Mr. Gibb, reports that "absolutely no inconvenien~e is caused to the 
people by the closure.'' My owu knowledge of the gate probably ex~euds back 
fudher thnu tihat of eome of the Municipal Commissioners, an~ I 1Javc no doubt 
that the above report is correct.. It will, I think, uot . be .cle~ied by any candid 
mnn who is familiar with the facts. . . 

6, But all this does not· affect the question of authority to close the gate. 
That I think apperta-ins to the Municipality whose orders on the subject should 
be given effect to. · · 

'7. I do not thlnk that' either party emerges from this. controversy with 
credit. Setting aside alto~ether the question of the Collector's legal position, 

-the request of P1·ofessor Cowser, supported by M:r. W adclington, was perfectly 
reasonable and should have been at once granted. 'l'he subsequent refusal by 
Mr. Frost to forward the papers to the Commissioner when asked to do so lJy. 
the 111"unicipa1ity was unjustifiable. 

8. The Municipality on their side were quito right to assert what they 
co~ered their rights so long as ~he;y were not admitted. It was a matter of 
prmmple. 'When, however, that prmctple was conceded in their favour it would 
!u've lieen more worthy of a public body if they l1ad laid aside all per~onal feel-
J.Dg and ~onfirmed the arrangement instead or insisting on action,which will only ( 
benefit 1dlers and trespassers and will cause useless expense both to the people 
whom they represent and to Government. · 

(Signed) F. S. P. LELY 
' 

-Oamp .Mekmadabad, S8rd .January 1897 • 
Commissioner, N. D~ 

.. 



I 
C1t 
!?-

~ 

~ nmc of A gooey. 

APPENDIX 0, 

1 

1------------~----------
'fot..,l l'\.'COiJ!.h of l IJ1 TIL. I 

APP.:AL~ RECEIVED BY GQ\'ERNHI>Nl' Fl\0 ¥ DlW!~lONS OF SUCH COURTS. 

the C9urls 111 the 1 
Agc}te~· by way 1 

of fcco clu1rgcd \ \ I 
on \ho institution How dispO!L'<i of. 
or ouit.s,nppcals, l'olalrcccipls 

&c. \ .bl' wuv of ---, 
insiitutfou of I Tot! 'l'o\nl 

number. 
chnrgal. Oil COil• r.c,·crscd. Ynricd. 

fees, if au~· , Decisio: lnum er. 

such RJIJ>Cnls. firJncd. 

Onnmr.u .. 

Tot> I rc­
ccit>ts by 
•my of in· 

How dioposcd of. 

stitulion of ---~,---­
fcea, if nm· 
ellingt.:d on I Sentcnec I 

such eon· Unt:rscd. 
npJ><'uls, firmod. 

Rt<lnccd 
or 

Jtlu:•rwis( 
ata<lificcl 

;:S.I 

llE~11.RKS 1 

I \--~ - - - :- ·- --- ·--1 1--1-- --- --- ---
u 10 11 12 2 ') 3 .. 56 7.j 8 

--------~--1----- -- --- - - 1 I 1--1 1--

... \ n, ... ~:. P· i .. . & .. :: P • • . • . . I . .. : Kolt'iba... • •. 
• .. , ...... I ••• ... ••• ••. I 

:::1 ::.::: \ ::: I . ::: ::: ::: ! 
Cutch ••• • .. 
Sm·nt... . .. 
Jnwht\r •.. 

:::t :::::: ::: ::: I ::: ::: l 
···I ...... ! ••• I ... 1 ••• ••• I 

Kbnirpur . .. 
S.tvnntv:idi ... 
Nnsik ••• . .. 

••• •••••• I ••• I ... ... . .. 
• .. 1 ••••••' I 

Kaira ... . .. 
KMndesh ••. 
Shohl.pu1· •.• • ... 260 I ·~ 0 

... , ...... I So.vanur ... 
Uewa Ktlnthn ••. • • • • 0 • • • • • ~ 

Koll.tapur and Sonthem ~rnratha · 
Count.ry •. . • •. 1 •••••.• 

Sattira •.. •.• • .. j ...... . 
Poono. ••• ••. ••. . .... . 

I 
I 

9 I 14 P&llanpur •• · ••• 122,8'(7 0 
i ... 

.964- 0 0 12 2 I 

... 

. ... 

5 2 3 

13 

; I ... ... ... I ... 

- i I I 0 I i I ::: . ! ::: i ::: ::: t : ::: I ' . 
Mahl KlintLa ••• . .. ; ...... 
1{4tllillwnr •• • . ... 1 •••••• 
Agent fo1· Snrtlnrs in the Dercnn.l 3,149 I) 0 ! 1.'3 2 221 * Two appeals ponoling before 

Go,·ernment. 
II 

~ 
~ 

.s 

"'-3 :I: " 
G 

0:: 
0 
Is: 
0:: 
il'­
><l 
0 c 
<1 
l'l 
~ z 
If; 
~ 
~ .., 
0 
> 
~ 
l."l 
~ 
...; 
~l'l 

~ 
p:. 

f5 
::r:; 

J'2 
Ci.) 
0 
:-• 

~ 
0 
<>? 



204 

To 

THT:l llOMBAY GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. MARCH 29, 1897. .[PART_:V 

/ 

APPENDX D. 

CIRCULAR. 

No. 9704 oF 1896. 

REVENUE DEI' ARTMENT •. 

(Fcmzine.) 

Bombc~y Oastle, 2nd December 1896. 

THE COLLECTOR oF 

S1n: 
I am directed to request that you will now submit with the least possible 

Jelay a statelllunt of the extent to .which in your opinion it will be necessary, 
if nt all, to suspend the collection of ·the land revenue in eacil t:ilulw. of your 
district. You have already in Government Circular No. 9292, dated 21st 
November 18!>6, been asked to furnish a report as to the areas sown and t-he 
estimated onttul'll, . Tho information collected on this Im.tter will give a 
<reneral indica.tion of the suspensions wllir.h will probably be needed. I am 
howeYer to point out that if occupants have the Uleans of paying the as~ess1~1ent 
it is not to their own interest that the levy of it should be postponed. It IS to 
be rememberc:;d that if they have been able to sell any produce even of previous 
ye!l!rs, they have probably receiv~d a very high price for it and Eiay be in a 
better position even than in ardinai·y years to pay · what is due in money. In 
districts in which there has been only a partial t:1ilurc of crops many are likely 

·to have some surplus even of t.his year's productJ, which will fe~ch a high 
price, and: in some cases fodder which is available fot· sale will probably realize 

. · , more tl1an enough to pay the assessment. But the· 
.~ Ln

0
-•d d~w? hy 1'he l!n- princir·J]e& that as far as {Jossiblc no body should be 

IDIUO OlnlnlSSIOU. • , 
: . forced to borrow m order to pay the asses!'ment should 

be carefully borne in mind, and estimates of the suspensi011S needed should be 
framed on that basis. In a.ny ca.':le in which for special .reasons the levy of 
assessment dt1e from a land-owner whp !foes not cultivate himself is postponed, 
it should only be on the conditiou tha:t the levy of rent due to him from tenants 
is also postponed and the condition should be strictly enforced. 

2. In connection with thi.s q~esti4?n it will be desirable to ascertain how 
flu, :if' at all, smuJ.J occupants au<.! tenants are already in such distress that they 
resort to the relief works and how far substatr~ial land-holders have ceased to 
employ the labourers who Ol'dinarily work fo1· them . Caceful inquit·ies should' 
be made :on ~his point fr~m the labourers employed on the works or otherwise. · 

3. As soon as the information c:m the points above noted is reaqy for any 
taluka, it should be forwarded without waiting fur that f'ot· other t:ilukas. 
The estimates should be corrected at~d observntioi•s on them made by the 
AsSistant tollect01' or Deputy CollecEor, Collector and Conunissioner with tho' 
a.id of such independent information as they may be in possession of. 'The effect 
of tha recent rain will of course be carefully taken into account. 

. ·. ....... .. ; . : . . . : . : . I have t he honom· to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant 

(Signed) .T-. MO:NTEATH ' . . ' 
Actmg Clu~::f Sec.retary to Gqvernment. 

,, 
' 
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Fwniue • 
.Arrangements for the collection of-the land 

revenue in the Poona District. 

No. US-F.\~t. 

Bombay Castle, Dth January 1897, 

REVENUt: DEl'ARTME!\T. 

(Famine.) 

1\fcmorantlnm from the Commissioner, C. D., No. n.-5623, dated 30th December 1896-Snb­
mitting for information copy of the following memorandum No. 11267, dated 28th idem, 
arldressecl by the Collector of Poona to the Assistant Collectors in his district, together 
with copies of th~ Collector's cudorEemcnt No. 11268 of the same date all(\ of his reply 
to it, in which he state.~ that he considers the arrangement~ made by the Collector judi­
cious, and tlw.t he has nothing: further to sngg·cst at present :-

" :i.\ir. Orr reports that in his cha1·gc not a pic of the revenue instalment due on 
lOth instaut~ms been pnid, and that he hus taken the following steps:-

(1) Directed notices · should be issuccl only for land of which the crop is four 
auuas or over . . 

(2) Dircctccl not'ccs to issue to m01·tgagor (sic query mOl·tgagee) or other in­
terested person, as well as to the occupant. 

(3) Dircctecl immediate report to him on expil·y of term of notice with a view 
to forfe:turc of occupancy under Section 152, Bombay I.and Revenue Code, which he 
reeommcads in all cases in which there is a well-to-do clcfnultcr interested in the crop, 
the forfeited laud to he let therea.fter on annual lease until the occupancy enn he sold 
ngain for a fair price. 

"2. In the opinion of thQ Collector it is lle~iro.blc to jssuc notices somewlu1.t l!lore 
freely than :i.\ir. Orr J)roposcs. ~rhere m·c _ unmistnk:~.blc signs of a lletcrmination to pay 
no revenue being formed and fostered by persons not immediately concerned with the 
land; and it is necessary t{) meet this determination with some firmness. The Collector 
therefore dosircs that-

(1) on the expiry of the ten days' .g-raceusually allowed from the date on which 
au iu~talmcnt falls clue notice~ shall issue to-

(a) all non-agriculturist occupants and allnon-ao-r;culturists directly interested · 
• as mo1·tg":tgces or otherwise in laud, wh:ttcvcr .the outt~l'll of the lancl may be; 

(b) all agriculturist occupants whom thc ·N:l.mlatdar knows or has goocl reason 
to believe to bc-

(i) either wcll-to-llo (that is to say, posscssC<l of snffic:cul means to be able 
to pay without lllllluc difliculty), whatever the outturn of his fiellls may be, 

(ii) or occupants, who are not well-to-do, of fields which have yielded a crop 
of .l'our mnms or over ; 

(c) all n.gr:culturist mortgagee;; and others i;1tcrcsted directly in lands in tho 
occupancy of Class (b); · • 

(2) notices shall not issue to a"'riculturist occupants or mortgagee~, &c., who 
have both of the following qualificati:ns :-

(i) not well-to-do, 
(ii) crops have not reached four annas. 

(3) In all cases coming under Classes (a) and (b i) an<l (c), the Co11cctor, as at 
present advised, does not see any objection to proceeding as recommended by Mr. Orr 
in ]>aragraph l (3) above, but will be ••lad of the opinion of Messrs. Bonus and· Sale. 
In cases coming under (b ii) opinion "'is invited from all Assistant Collectors ns to 
whether the ordinary sequence of 1·ecovering the mTear:; should be followed, or should 
be in any way, and, if so, in wlmt way, departed from. 

(4) Of cases coming under Article (2) of this 1mragraph, the CJllcetor is prepared 
to receive lists with recommendat-ions for suspens:on of revenue." 

RESOLUTION.-Govei·nment approve of the instructions issued hy the 
·Collector of Poona. 
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2. The course proposed ··for Poona should be adopted in ~il the affected' 
districts, and a.Iso in. ~Mna, Kolaba and Hatn1lgiri. 

To 
The Commissioner, C. D., 
The Commissioner, S. D., 
'!'he Commissioner, N.D., 

(Signed) G. S. CURTIS, 
Under Secretary to GO\'ernment. 

' 'li'he ,Collector of Poona, 
All other Collectors in tho Central and Southern Divisions (except the· 

Collector of Kan1ira), 
The Collector of Thana. 

APPENDIX E. 

Statement sh0ld1tfl t!t e qua"lltity of diet lt llowed p e1· da!l fo a male 11'ative 
p1·isoucr undc?·goin[J n :qol"IJUS £mzn·isonme11t i11 Jails. 
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.APPENDIX F .. 

No. 287 oF 1891. 

F. S. P. LELY, EsQUIRE, 
Collector and President, Snrat ; 

E. GILES, EsQ., M.A., 
Educntional Inspector, N. D. 

Sm, 
Camp Tithal.-8th. Ma.y 1891. 

I have the honour to inform you that at a recent General Meeting of the-
1tfunicipal Commissioners of Surat, a strong feeling was expressed that consider­
ing the pressure of other demands the Anglo-V ernaciular Girls' School is not such 
an institution as should be supported for the present by Municillal funds. It is 
the wish of the majority to ap}lly the money to the help of the Raichand 
Dipchand Vernacular Schools, which are understood to be in nee(l and to the 
establishment of a ¥ahomedan Girls' School as recommended bv yotu'Self but 
befoxe taking anY. decisive steps they wish to be fa.vourecl with yo\n· opinion: 

2. I must confess that the view taken br the Commissioners seems to 
me not unreasonable. The net income of the Municipality already works out 
t a larger sum per head of v.opulation than anywhere else in the Northern. 
Division. Yost of it is contr1buted necessarily by the poorer classes who have· 

( 
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not fresh w~ter to drink and to whom even vernaoula~ · ~ducation for their girls 
is a rare luxnry. 'l'he estimated yearly surplus of revenue is under Rs. 30,000, 
so that it is difficult to see how the proposed water-works scheme can be floated 
without a serious addition to ta-xation. This being so it seems inappropriate 
to spend, as was done last year, Rs. 1,207, on the advanced education of a very 
small number of children of well-to-do persons 'who can easily afford to pay the 
whole expense if they so desire. 'l'he cost per. pupil during 1890-91 amounted 
toRs. 67, against which Rs. 18-4-0 in all were credited to the Municipality as 
fees. It appears that only six girls have remained in the school since its 
oommeucernent, vi~., 3 Kayastb, l Bt·ahmin and 2 Wania. On the other hand, 
l\fahorned!ln female educ11t.iou is eutit·ely unprovided for and the Hindu Verna­
cular Schools are in pt·essiog need of extension, both objects which the Munici­
pality can't possibly take in band, except by a corresponding reduction of·otber 
but·deus. · 

3. In view of these facts, I request the favour of being informed whether 
you have any objection to the co_urse the Municipality wishes to adopt. 

To 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) F. S. P. LELY, 
Collector and President, Surat. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) J. OLIVER, 
Educational Inspector, N. D. 

No. 950 OF 1891-92. 

THE COLLECTOR AND PRESIDENT, 
Sura.t. 

SIR, 
Al1medabad, 19t!J Mag189:t. 

With reference to your No. 287, dated the 8th instant, I have the honour to 
state that I have no objection to the course proposed by the Municipal Board, 
Hod that while I am heartily iu favour of expenditure of public funds on female 
education, I am of opinion that female vernacular education for all classes of the 
community should be provided before higher education is attempted. 

2. I had hopes that the leading men of Surat would have agreed to a fee­
rate for the Anglo-Vet·nacular Girls' School which with the aid of the Government 
would have gone far to meet the cost of the Anglo-Vernacular School, but as this 
has not been the case and as the fee receipts bear a very small proportion to 
the total expenditure, I think that the Municipal Board is justified in declining 
to .support the school any longer. 

3. I would note that tLere is a good Anglo-Vernacular Girls' School SU(>· 
ported by the Irish Presbytet·ian Mission and by Government, so that those m 
Surat who require higher education for their daughters c~n obtain it. 

y,-55 

I have, &c., 
(Signed} E. GILES, 

Ed~cational Inspector, N. D. 

(True copy). 

(Signed) J, OLIVER, 
Educational Inspector, N.D. 

BOJUAT: P&la'TBD AT TJI. OOV&JIBJIDT CBIITJI.U. PaUl, 


