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PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced in tlte Council 
of the Governor General of India for the purpose 
of making Laws and Regulations en the 3rd 
August, 1893 :-

No. 9 of 1893. 

Lf. Bill to amend tke India·1t 1'arijf Act, 18811, as 
amended by su6seq11C1tt .1lcts. 

No. N:unC!8 of Article,.,, Per /;:.~?~ flat~ of Duty. 
. "Uon. 

~~-s.~lt-fiah -;-: d i a u Such rate of duty, 
and wet snit- mnnud of not exceeding 
fish (ngapi) 8<!-} lba. twelve unnno, ns 
importc<f into n v o i r • tho Governor 
Burma from d u p o i ~ General in Couu-
aoy place be- weight. cil IIJuy, by notifi-
yonu the cation iu the 

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Indian 
XI or 1882. Tariff Act, 1882, as amended by subsequent Acts; 

It is hereby enacted as follows : 

l i m i t s o f Ga1.cl/c of India, 
Dritish Imlin . from tim• to thn•• 

pr•ecrilw. 

2. 'l'o the words " Rice whether husked or un
1 After No. 4 (Sa.lt) in the second schedule 

· t{) the Act aforesaid, the 
Impor~ of dry and wet following is hereby insert-

aalt-fiah mto Burntn. d 1 e,namey : 

Export of rice-llour. husked " in the first 
column of the third sche

dule to the Act aforesaid, the words "including 
rice-flour " are hereby added, 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

In January, 1888, the duty on imported salt in Burma was raised from three annas to one rupee the 
maund. Following on this increase of duty, the consumption declined, and it has not yet reached the level 
to which it had attained before the increase of the duty, though the population has materially increased. 
As the people of Burma are on the whole very well off and the incidence of the salt tax is far lower than it 
is in India it seemed clear that the restriction of consumption was not the result of any ur.due pressure of 
the tax. It has in fact been found that there is no real restriction in consumption, but that taxed salt has 
been displaced by salt pa.ying no tax. This has happened in two ways-first, by an increase of locally 
manufactured salt, and, secondly, by an increase in the imports of salted fish, wet and dry, which have been 
free of duty. 
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On loc:tlly manufactured salt a duty is levied en the estimated quantity of salt made. in .a W?rking 
sc:ason based on the capacity of the pots used. Before this duty was increased so as to equn:hse It With the 
duty on imported salt and closer attention was paid to the framing of the estimates of manufacture, a. great 
stimulus was given to manufacturers to 'Pass salt into the market la.rgely in excess of the quant1ty ~n 
which they paid duty. Endeavours are now being made hy executive action to secure that the duty pa.ld 
on salt locally manufactured shall he exactly the same as the duty on imported salt. 

There remain to be dealt with the imports of salted fish. This article is in Burm:t univ:ersn.lly con
sumed with rice; which is the staple food of the people. Until the increase of the salt-duty m 1888, the 
supply of salted fish was derived mainly from locn.l sources, the sn.lt used in curing.paying duty. /"'< 
lmmedin.tely after the increase of the duty, however, the imports of dry sa,lted fish largely mcreased, and 
since then the quantity imported annually has been more than double the quantity imported up to 1888. 
1'he import of wet salted fish (11f!«Jl1) was unknown until the salt-duty was increased; it began immediately 
afterwards, and last yea1· nearly fourteen million pounds of the article were imported. · 

'rhe salt u~ed in the imported fish displaces an equivalent quantity of salt on which duty is p:tid, and 
it is estimat.cd that the State loses n. considera-ble revenue in consequence. It is also un)'air to the local 
curers of fish, who pay a rental for the fisheries and full duty on the salt they usc in curing, that these 
untaxed imports from neighbouring countries should be allowed to compete with the local article on terms 
which place the local curer at :t gren.t disadvantage. 

This Bill proposes to remove this unfn.irness, and at the same time secure the revenue of the State by 
giving power to Government to impose on these imports a. duty which will represent the equivalent of one 
rupee n. mn.und on the salt contained in the fish. · 

'rhe opportunity has been taken of making another amendment in the 'l'n.riff Act. Enquiries have 
been made of the Uovemment whether rice-flour is dutiable as rice on export, and it appears that, on a 
strict construction of the law as it stands, it may be held that it is not liable to duty. It was never in
tended, however, that ground rice should not be liable to duty like ungTouud rice, and there is no reason 
fo.r an.y distinction bct.ween the two. 'rhe present Bill accordingly amends the law by including· rice-flour 
Wlth I'ICC. 

'l''h t· 1.•1 A ugu .l't 189.!1. 

!.. 
i,l' 

(Signed) D. Ihnnoun. 

S. HARVEY JAMES, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced in the Council 
of the Govemor General of India. for the purpose 
of ma1."ing Laws and Regulations on the 3rd 
August 1893: 

No. 10 of 1893. 

A Bitt to anwml tlr,e Imlict1~ Ports Act, 1889. 

vVJlERE .-I.S it is expedient to amend the Indian 
X of 1889. Ports Act, 1889 ; It is hereby enacted as follows : 

1. For the word "Ditto," where it occurs 
against " Balasore Ports " 

Amendment of first ache· in the fourth column of 
dulc to Act X, 1889, as p t I (B l) f tl 
regnrds Dnlnsore l'orts. ar enga o 1e 

first schedule to the Act 
aforesaid, the following shall be substituted, name
ly,-

" Whenever the vessel enters any one of the 
ports, except in the case of mnil-ste:tmcrs and 
coasting-vessels, which shall not be chargeable 
mo1·e than once iu thirty days." 

STATEl\fEN'l' OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

This Bill has been rendered ·necessary by · the recurring deficit in the funds of the Balasore Ports. 
Even with the increased dues which nrc proposed, the port-funds will still be in considerable deficit, which 
will have to be borne by provincial revenues. 

Tlte ~7tlt Jttl!J 1893. (Signed) D. BARDOUR. 

S. HARVEY JAMES, 

Secretary t{) the Government of India. 
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was intro<lnced in the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
:~r·d August, 1893 : 

No. 11 of 1893. 

A Bill to amend the Excise Act, 1881. 

·w mmKAS it is expedient to amend the Excise 
xxu of ISS!. Act, 1881 ; It is hereby enacted as follows : 

1. 'l'he following shall be added to section 7 
Addition of E.cpuwatio>l of the said Act, namely : 

to section 7, Act XXII, " Explanati011.-Duty 
ISS!. may be fixed or made 
payable under this section at different rates ac
cording to the places to which any spirit is to be 
remo\·ed for consumption." 

lni!lertion nf UCW Act:tion 
after ocction 23, Act XXII, 
1881. 

2. .After section 23 of 
the said Act, the following 
shall be inserted, namely: 

"23A. The Governor General in Council may 
Spirito, fermented li'!.uor fro~ t~me. to time, by 

~11(\ intoxicating drugs from not1ficat10n m the Gazette 
~crritor[, bcyoml lndi~ sub· of India, impose such duty 
JCct to uty. as he thinks fit on any 
spirit or fermented liquor or intoxicating drugs 
brought by laud from beyond the limits of India 
into .auy ter·ritory to which this Act extends or 
into any specified part thereof, and may alter or 
abolish any duty so imposed." 

New hucling to Ohnptcr 
V, Act XXII, 1881. 

3. The heading t<• 
Chapter V of the said 
Act shall be-

"htroa~ OP St•tntT, FERltEN'rED LIQUOR AND 
INTOXICA'IING DRuos." 

ST.Al'EMENT 0:r' OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

'l'HE ohjeet of section 1 is to enable the Government, so far a8 may be necessary, to equalise rates 
of duty where inequalities operate to the prejudice of any competing manufacturer in India. Fo1· 
instance, the duty on rum on removal from a distillery is four rupees a gallon in the North-Wester'll 
Provinces and five rupees in Bengal. Much rum goes from the North-Western Provinces to Bengal 
for conaumption, and it seems clear that, so far as the Government can help, no undue preference, by 
way of taxation, should be given to manufacturers in the former t-erritory over those in tho latter. 

2. The amendment and addition ronde in section 2 are intended to cover the case of the importa
tion by land of liquors, and, possibly, of drllgs not covered by the Opium Act, 1878, from plnces beyond 
the limits of India. 

'1'/t.e fJOtl1 Jul!J, 189!J. 
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(Signed) D. B.Uti!OUI!. 

S. RAIWEY JAMES, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 
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