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PART IV· 

ACTS PASSED 8 Y tH E C 0 V E R N Nt' £ M T · 0 F I N D I A. 
The following Act of ·the Governor-Geneml.of 

India in Council recei\'ed the assent of His Ex. 
celleucy tl•e Governor-General on the 11th March 
1880, and was promnlra.ted for general informa­
tion in the Gazttte of India on the 13th March 
1880:- . . 

Act No. VII of 1880. 

TilE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING 
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· Shipping, and for other purp08e$. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to prevent the depar-
P bl ture of certain ships from 

ream e. British India. ; 

and whereas it is also expedient to provide for 
the relief of distressed seamen and apprentices a.t 
ports in British India, and for the recovery of 
wages due to and expenses ilicurred in respect of 
such aeamen and apprentices in cases to which· 
section 211 of the Mer<::hant Shipping.A.ct, 1854, 
:md section 16 of the Merchant Shipping '.Act, 
1855, do not apply of their own force ; 

and whereas it is also expedient to provide in 
other rt>8pects hereinafter appearing for thfol regu· 
lation and control of merchant shipping ; It is 
bt:ireby enacted as follows :-

CHAPTER I. 

PRELIIIINARY, 

1. This Act may be called " The Indian 
Short title. Merchant Shipping Act, 

1880'': 

Commencement. 
and it shall come into 

force on the first day of 
June 1880. 

2. In this .Act, nnleS'S there be something 
Inter retatiOll-clauee. repugnant in the subject 

P or context,-
" ship", includes every description of vessel 

used in navigation, not 
propelled by oars: 

If thip'': 

" master'" means any person (except a pilot or 
,, master"· harbour-master) having 

· for the time being the 
charge or control of a ship: 

"port 11 in any provision of this .Act includes 
.. rt" al~o any p&rt of a river or 

• • , po ' channellnading to a port 
"'bich for the purposes of such provision the 
Local Government may, from time to time, by 
D<Jtifi~atioll in the otficial Gazette, dt!cla.re to be 
inclt!ded in such port. 
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· CHAPTER IT. · 
' ' 

UNSEAWORTHY AND UNSAIIF. SEll'S. 

3. Nothing in this 
Saving olause. chapter contained shall 

apply-
(a) to any ship belonging to,, or hired by,. H~r 

Majesty or the Secretary of State for Iniha 1n 

Councilj · 
(b) to any ship of less than oue hundred and 

fifty tons ,registor employed solei~ in fi~hing ~r 
in plying coastwise between ports s1tnate m lnd1a 
and Ceylon. 

(c) to any pleasure yacht. 
4. In this chapter, "British Indian ship" means 

. a ship regi~tered under 
lnterpretatlon-claust~. Act No. XIX of 1838, 

"British Indian ship": .A.et N 0 , X of 1841, or 
Act No. XI of 1850, or under any other law 
passed by the Governor General in Council and 
for the time being in force for the registration of 
ships in India ; and · 

"British ship": "British ship" incl u<le s 
a British Indian ship : 

tt manner prescribed" means such manuer as 
"nmnner prescribed": t~e Local Government, 
· w1th the preVIous sanc-

tion of the Governor General in Council, may 
from time to time, by rules published in the offi-
cial Gazette prescribe. . 

A ship is "unseaworthy" within the meaning 
,. , . of this chapter when the 

Unseaworthy. materials of which she is 
made, her construction, the qualifications of the 
master, the number and dPscription of the crew, 
the weight, description and stowage of cargo, the 
tack!~, sails, rigging, stores, ballast and other 
equipment generally are not such as to render 
her in every respect £t for the propo8ed voyage 
or serrlce. 

A ship is tt unsafe" within the meaning of this 
.. S&f ., chapter when by reason 

Ull ~. of the defective condition 
of h!lr hull, equipments or mD.chinery, or by reason 
of overloading or improper loading, -she i.~ unfit 
to proceed to sea without serious danger to human 
life, having regard to the nature of the ·service 
for which she is intended. 

Sending or takin[! Unsea.?.Vorthy Ship to $ea. 

5. Every person who senus or attempts to send 
a British Ind1an ship to 

Every person aendin~ an- st•a in such unsraworthy 
aeaworthyeh•pto..,ahablo t t th tth ]'r f 
to penalty. s a e · a t' uo o any 

person is likely to be 
thereby endangered,shall, unless he proves that he 
nsud all reasonable means to insure her being ~:~ent 
to sea in a seaworthy state, or t.hat her guiug to 
sea in such unseaworthy state was under the cir· 
cumstancesrea~onable and justifiable, be puni!ili· 
ed, with imprisonment for a tHrm which may 
extend to eix months or with fino which may 
e.xtend to one thousond rupees, or with both. 

Every master of a. British Iudinn ship who 
knowingly take::~ such 

Master taking nnsea- 1 · t · h 
worthy ehip to 1011 lialJI• s np o sea m sue un- . 
to penalty, S()f\Worthy state that the 

life of any person is like. 
". 



ly to be thereby en<langere<l shall, nnll'ss he 
proves that her going to sea in such unseaworthy 
state was under the circumstance!! reasonable and 
justifiable, be punished with imprisonment for a· 
term which may cxtend.to six months, or with 
fine which may e1>.tend to one thousand rupees, 
or with both" . 

For the purpose of giving such proof, every 
pC'rson charged under this section may give evi ... 
Jencc in the same manner as any other witness. 

. PrlSecut.Wn to he by, or ~o p~secution un~er 
with conseut of, weal Gov. this section shall be In• 
trnment. . · stituted except by, or 
v.·ith the consent of, the Local Governmept. , 
J,,lplied, Oow:l;tion. of S'Mlworthine.<~B.i'n Contract 

· of Sen.-ice. 
· 6. Ia every contractof service, express orim· 
. ·. . plied, between the owner 

OLhgatton of owuer to of a. British ship and the 
crew w •th res~et to -
I!I(Jrthinesa. . master or any seaman 

thereof, and in every 
instrument of apprenticeship whereby any per­
&Otl is bound to serve as an apprentice on board 
any tmch ship, there shall be implied, notwith. 
standing any agreement to the contrary, an obli­
gnion on the owner that such owner and the 
lllai:lter, and every agent charged with the load­
ing c..f such ship or the preparing thereof for sea, 
ot· the sending thereof to sea, shall nse all rea­
somo.ule means to ~cure the se&worthinei'S of such 
stip for the voyage at the time when such voyage 
commences, and to keep her in a seaworthy state 
fvr the voyage during the same: 

Provided th&t nothing in this section shall Stlb-
p . ject su. ch owner to any 

I'OVL'IO. liability by reason of 
:iuch ship being sent to se• in an unseaworthy 
~tate where, owing to special circumstances, the 
110 sending her tv sell is reasonable and justifiable. 

Di'tcntion ofU7,,afe Shi.ps by tl.e Local Government. 
7. The Local Government, if it has roason to 

1, . . al 
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. h believe~ on complaint or 
lt?,.!';'~~!.a:n~ntwn Y otherwise, t,hnt a British 
. · ship in auy }lOrt to which 
•t may from time to time specially extend this 
"••ctiou, is un<;afe, DUlY provisionally order the 
Jot(lntiou of such ship for the purpose of being 
8UI'Vcyt!d. 

A written_ statement of the grounds of such de.. 
· tention shall be forthwith 

s~n-ict of grounola Oil servW. on the lll36te1' of 
~r. h h' sue s 1p. 

b. '\\."hen the Lo~ O.wt'rnment provisionally 
1>0111)1' io li!;\>l•illt IUf• 0N('I1f I h0 dt!tt•UtiOD Of 8o 

nyor.. sbip, it ehnll forthwith 
nppomt some competent person to Pnrvty suc-h 
11L1p and.l"''·port thereon, and, on . reoeiving his 

· rt!port, may ei~ht'r ordor the ship to be rel~ased 
Act.i•lll oo ~ipt of IU. or, if in its opinion the 

b
l'l'l'<':'- b · ship ia nnSflfe, lDBY ordet" 

"'.r to e finnllylletr,inoo. 

An Orllor of final detention under this aarti(ln 
.Or.1 ... of li 1 d t may be f'itlwr absolute or 

Li-•n· 
111 

A en. until tho perfornu1uc..-e of 
such couJitiona ·with re­

t; ht!l't to tlt~ exerution Clf rl'J>aira or alturatil•M, or 
t ;e uulnnJmg ~~~ reJ,Ja..ling of carJSO, aa th(\ Local 
li•Jveruwcut tlu.uka uecc~s:u-y fur tho protection 
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of human li£e; e.~d the Local Government nnv-, 
from time to time, vary or add to any such orde; : 

Provided that, before an order for final deter;. 
Service of report on tion is lllll.de, a copy of 

JDBI!ter and appeal io Coun the report shall be Bcrved 
of Survey· . upon the master of the 
ship, and within beven days after such service 
the owner or · mooter msy appeal against such 
report, in the manner prescribed, to the ·Court 
c:.f Survey (hereinafter mentioned) for the port 
where the ship is detained. 

9. Where & shjp has been provisionally de-
.. ta.ined and a person ha.; 

Option to_o~er ur maa· been appointed nnd r 
ter (){ appow.ting as-aor , . e 
to accompanyavveyor. sect1on e1ght tb survey 

such ship, the owner or 
master of the ship, at any time be!ore such 
pcrs® makes such survey, may require that h~ 
shall take with him as assessor such person aa 
such ower or master DlllY select, being a person 

.ll!l.med in the list of assesROrs prepared onder 
section fifteen, or, if there is no such list, or i.l it 

. is imp~ctica.ble to procure the attendanoo of any 
person named in such list, a person of na.utical, 
engineerjng or other special skill. and experi-
ence;and · 

in such case, if the surveyor and assessor agree 
Procedure wlH!re eur· that the ship t>hould be 

-.eyor and &ll8eSIIOr agree ; detained or released, the 
Local Government shall cause the ship to Le 
detained or released accordingly, and the owner 
or master shall have no appeal; · 

but if the surveyor and assessor differ in their 
where they d.ili'er, report the Local G?vern-

ment may act as if the 
·requisition had not been made, and the owner or 

master shall have such appeal touching the rC" 
porl of the stJ.rveyor as is hereinbefore provided. 

10. :NotwithstAnding anything contained -in 
st"ction eight the Local 

Pner to refer to Coun Government may at any 
of Survey. . h hi h . tune, w en a s p as 
been provisionally detained,·instead of following 
the procedure hereinbefore provided~ refer the 
matter to the Court of Survey for the port where 
the tohip ia detained. 

Detaiuing-offj,·ers. 

11. For tho better execution of this chapt£·r, 
Det . . m the Local Government 

' at111ll&·o cera. rosy, from time to time, 
tlJ"point a sufficient number of fit persons as its 
oilirers, and may sn11pend or remove any of them. 

Every officer so appointed (hrrt'inafter referreJ 
wall to as a detAining-officer) 

Their po,wQJ'IIgea '!• shallha>e,fortht.>purpose 
·of his duties under this chapter, the follo\'\-ing 
powPrs, (that is to say) :-

(aJ he ruay,go on lx'lru'd any Dritie.;li. ship and 
roay inE:pL'<'t the Sl\IUO or any part tht'reof, or nny 
of the machinery, ('quipments and ctu·p·o on board 
theroof, and may r("quire tl1e unloa..hug or re­
mtwal of any cargo, ballast or tackle, net ~nnt'res­
farily d~·taining or dola.yit-.g her from dlE-Cai\J~ 
ing, unloading or proceeJ1ng on any voyage; • 

(b) be may, \.'1 summons unJf'r his hand, 1'('1• 

qu.ire the nttcndanre of aU such pcrso~s ae he 
thinks .:lt to tl'll beiore h1m, may exarome sllcll 
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p!?r!O~, and may, '1.>7 a like .s~monlJ, .re-quire 
returllJI :n writing to any enqa.mes he Uuili fi~ 
to make; 

(c) he may require and enforoo the. production· 
<~f all booka, papers or documenta which he eon. 
siders important; and 

(d) he may admin.ister oaths,. or may. in lieu 
,(.( adminiot<.>ring an oa.th., reqmre ever~ person 
e:au:oinned by him to make and subecr1be a de­
claration of the truth of the statement& made by 
him in his eXAJD.iution. 

12. Every deta.in.ing-ollioer sh&ll, ill additi.on 
Their pnn!ll' to • order to the powers herem­

f""J"UiODa.l dfteatioa aod before conferred, have 
•wwy. the same power as the 
Local Goverument has under eeetions seven and 
.eight, respectivel1, of provi.sioully ord~ng the 
dt:'tention of a ship for the purpose of be111g sur­
•eyed, and of appointing !' person t~ sarvey he!; 
and if he thinks that a ship so detained by him 
is not 11I1.81lfe, may 4rder her to be released. • 

Every such officer shall forthwith report to 
· the Local Government 

Det..t.ini!lg-oJiioer to ,.,.. any order m.ade by him 
por• w Looa1 GO'rer&IJIIelll. · for the detention or r~ 

lease of a ship. 

Of the Courl of SuJTey and of Appeals and 
P.ef~ Uwreto. 

I 

13. A Court of Su.rvey for a port shall eon­
C.oru~toitotiDD of Oollli of si8t of a Judge sitting 

Su.rrey. with two 88Se680rs.. 

B. The Judge sh&Jl be a District Judge, 
The "-d Judge of a Court of Small 

.... 1§8. Causes. Presidency Ma.- · 
gistrate, Mtt.gi.stn.te of the first cl&SB or other fit 
person arpointed in this behalf by the Local 
lioverumeni either generally or for any specified 
ca.. -e. 

1 5. The assessor~~ she.ll be penollll of nantkal, 
engineering or other spa-

The ......_ • cia.1 skill and experience. 
One of them ehall be arpointed by the Local 

Government either generally or in eaeh case, and 
the other shall he summoned by the .Judge, in the 
manner prescn'bed, out of a list of persons from 
time to time prepared for' the purpose and pub­
liahed ·by the L<W Government in the official 
Gltl.E:tte, or, if there ill no auch list, or if it is im­
practi.:able to procure the attendance of any 
petS0D named .in I!JICb list, !i1a.li be appointed by 
the Jadge. 

16. The Jadge'shall, on l'eceiving notice of 
Judge to I1Uil.DIOl1 - an appeal or a reference 

........,._ from the Local Govern­
ment, immediately BllJJl.moll the loi!Se680rs, in the 
manner p!"e6C.Tibed, to meet forth with. 

c ... to be heard ill 17. E'flety auch appeal 
Cv:k ora and reference shall be 

heard in open Court. 
· •. , l&. The Judgea.nd eachusessor shall, for the 
~,..., of Jadge llld purpol!t'S of this chapter, 
--. have the !!ll.tne powert! u 

a.re by section eleTen con. 
!trred on a detaiu.ing-offi.cer. 

IV.-g 

19. The Judge may appoint any compete-nt 
person to suneythesh;D 

Ja.dge m117 appoirli IIUJ'o and report th~ to th~ 
'"'for. Court. 

20. The owner aud !IW'ter of the ship and an:r 
person appointed by the 

One~." or lllallter may owner or m!klter, and a.ll!oO 
a~nd •t lllfT")'. · •- • b . . any per!!on a.ppou:~wu y 
the Local Government, may r.ttend at any mspec: 
tion or Slll"f"CY m&de in exercise or p1llsn.a.noo ot 
the powers conferred by section eighteen or 
section nineteen. 

21. Tlie Judge cshaJl hve the same powet' 
·as the lAcal Government 

' Power of J ndge to detan has to order the ship t.o 
or 1111.- altip. be released or finally 
det&lned ; but, nnlesa one of the assesso:-s eoncur.;s 
in an order for the detention of the ship, the 
ship shall be released. 

22. The Judge shall n-port the proreedings of 
the Court m eaeh ease to 

Jleport to Looal Govetn. the LocaJ. Govemmed in 
1111!'1lt. by C-onrt. the manner prescribed, 
and each 81!sessor shall E'ither sign such report Qi'· 

report to the Local Go¥ernment the rea.wns for 
his dissent. 

23. The Loeal G<Jvernmen.t may, with. thE> pre­
vious 8&ll.Ction of the 

Powv of I.oeal GolPwn- Governor ~neral U:. 
meni to make nil.. 1rith V<>nnci.J. from time to 
.lllll}lel:t *"Court of Survey. time make rules to carry 
into e:ffect the prorisions of this chapter with 
respect to a Cou.rt of Sarvey, and in parti~ 
witlt respect to-

(a) the procedure before the Court; 
(b) the reqniring, on an appeal. of security for 

costa and damages ; 
(c) the amount and application of fees; and 
(d) the a.scertainment, in rase of dispute, of 

the proper amount of costs nnder this chapter. 
8uch rules shall be published in the official 

Gaz.ette, and ahall thereupon have the force of law. 

&ientijic Ref-.a. 

24. H the Local Government is of· opinion 
. t.b.u an appeai nnder this 

Power to appoint referee c:b.apterinvolvesa question 
to heR "PI-l of constructio~ or design, 
or of scientific difficulty or important priot:iple, 
it may refer the matter to such one or more ou~ 
of a list of scientific ~feret>s, to be from time to 
time prepared by the Local Government, as 1113J 
appear to posseea the !!p!lCW qualifications nooes­
sary for the particular eastl5 and may bt> "tlect{'d 
by agrooment between the Port officer and the 
nppellant, or, in default of any such agreement, 
by the Local Government; and thereupon the 
appeal shall be det.ermined by the referee or re.­
ferees ~of by the Court of Survey. 

25. The Loc&l Government, if theappell.avt in 
. • anysnchappoolsoreqnires 

Ojm.. to appel1aat to and gives recurity to its 
"'JU:i_ ref- "' b. ap- .aatisfootion to P"Y the 
JlOUI CO!!ta of and 1ncidental 
to the l"t'ferenoe, shall refer such appeal to a 
referee or refereea eelected as &£01'6:1aid. 
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< ",26. , The :referee- or referees to-whom an appeal · 
•,_; ~ h f is referred under section 

t ·~,.,..eree to ave powers o . 1.': • 
C•1urt of Survey. twenty-lour. or sectlf"'_. 

twenty-five shall ·!lave 
. the same powers' as a Judge of the Gonrt of 

Survey. · ' · · . t .• • . 
,. 

C'ostR.oj Dete?~tion and Dam£u]e8 i-'.cidental ther_eto. 
27.' If it appears that thP.re was not reason· 

. . . abl<! and proba~le cause, 
'LiP oility of Government by reason of the condi­

f"~ o •st& aod dBDl~es when •. tion of the ship or. th~ 
~~up wrongly detamed. t ·d f lt f th . · . ac or e an o e 
QW ner, for the provisional detention of a ship, 
th 3 Government ·• shall be liable to pay to the 
o·vner of the ship his costs of and incidental to 
t' 1e detention and. survey of the ship, and also 
<. ~mpensation for any loss or damage sustained by 
pim py roosop of the ,detention or survey. 

! 28. If a ship is finally aetained under this 
·· · chapter or if it · appears 

' Liability of shipowner that a ship provisionally 
f.,r costa wben ship rightly detained was at the time 

; d~t~~eined. 
!' . of such detention unsafe, 

the owner o£ the ship shall be liable to 'pay to 
.: Govermneut its costs of and incidental to the 

deteution and survey of the Ship j anc;i such CO !ItS 

"hall, without prejudice to any other remedy, pe 
l'ecoverable as salvage is _recoverable. , . ·, 

~ . ( ' 

. , 29, For the pntposes of this chapter the costs 
. ''"'- · • 1• 11 d '-' of and inm. ·dental· to any , 

nat tnc u e tu costs . di b f C ... r ueteutioo and survey. procee ng e ore a ourt 
, • of Survey 1 and a reason-
alJle amoupt in. re~pect of the remuneration of 
tLe surveyor or officer of the Lucal Governmen,, 
I' hull be di'Cmed to. be -part of, the cost$ of _the 
utttent~on and survey of the ship. 

:Hl. When a complaint is malle tO the Local 
, , , GQvernment or a detu.in­

·. l'uw••r to rP•1uire from ing-officer that a British 
u)tnpbum.llt ~ecuttty fGr ~h· · f 't h ll b 
cust.< &.c . " lp IS Un!la. e, 1 S tl. e 

· ' · in the discretion of such 
Government or officer (as the case may be) to 
.rt.'l.!uit·l! the complainant to give security to the 
!<lltisfaction of such Governmont or officer for the 
C(l!;ts and compensation which Rnch complainant 
may become liable to pny as hereinafter menti()ued. 

I • 

ProviJ~a that, where the complaint is m~d~ ~by 

I' . t 1 . (}De-fourth, hPing not lt>ss 
ron.u u '' <'Otnp amt l l 

''' ,,n.,·lonnh uf crew, t lll.U t 1ret~, of the st•amen 
. · belonging to the ship, 
uuJ is not in tlao opiuiun of such Govrrnmeut or 
.t·fli~l'r frivo~ous or vexatious, such sf'Cw·it.y shall 
·IWir liC rt><}UU'I:·u; r~nd sut'h Goven1ment or c.tlicer 
shull, if the COU'j>Jaint is lli8Ue in SUflicient time 
Ldore th~ sail!:•g t•f the "''!P• t~Lk6 proper st<•ps 
to uset•rtnm w.tliJther the slup ougbt t() be detain-

.. "'J unJt'r tltis <·Lupt..-r. · · 

:3). \Vht11e a !!hip is tlPtnine<l in con.<~eqtlNlce 
· of nny compla~i11t, and tl•e 

, t\.-t.., -&c., rayahle b:r ch·rumstnll.Ccs are such 
ltuVPtnnu-nt ruc.:•vornhle L , • 
h'llm oomt.\ainant. t nt the Govornmcn~ 18 
. . liaLlo nnd<'r this chapter 
tu }'II,Y to tl•c 0Wn£>r o! the ship ally t:'nsts ur com­
}ll'tulatiOn, tho COUI}•lnmnnt S}lft!l bt'! liable to pny 
t~• thf' Gm·<•rnlltl'llt ull 11uch co~t.l'l li'r11l compt·nsn-
1.1(111 :1!'1 tl.o Govt>"llllll'llt inrurA, or is liaLie to pny 
11\ fl!llpod uf tl10 ddt·utiuu aLJ sut·vt•y of the fhip: • 

Grain Cargoes. 
32. No cargo of which more than one~third 

Sto f . f consists of any kind of wage o cargo o . . 
• ·grain, &o.' · gratn, corn,, r10e, paddy, 

. pulse, seeds, nnts or nut-
kernels (her~mafter referred to as grain cargo) 
shall be ca.meJ on board any British Indian ship 
unless the same .be contained in bags, sacks or 
barrels, or secured from shifting by boards or 
bulkheads or otherwise, 

If the owner or master of any ship, or any 

r lt f ·• agent of such owner who 
eDa :V or 1mproper • h d . h. h 

stoW&geofanch cargo. lS c arge .. lnt t e 
. ' · loading" of such ship or 

the. sending her to sea, ~nowingly allows any 
gralll cargo or part of a gram cargo to be shipped 
therein. for carriage contrary to the pron,ions of 
this section:, he shall be punished with fiDe which 
may extend to three thoasand rupees. . 

Dec/(. and Load Linos. · 

: S3 .. Ev~ry British I~dian ship shall be per·. 
M k' f deck li , manently and con~piru-

ar mg 0 
• nee. cusly marked with lines 

of not less than twelve inches in length and one 
inch in breadth painted longitudinally on each 
'side amidships or as near thereto as is practicable,· 
and indicating the position of each deck which is 
above water. 

The uppe; edge of each of these lines sh~ll be 
level with the upper side of the deck plank next 
the waterway at the place of marking. 'l'he lines 
shall be white or yellow on ·a da.rk ground or 
black on a light gronnd. ~ · · 

34. The maswr of every British ship not 
~k· f 1 'a4 r · being a coasting-vessel 

· mg 0 0 
· mes. within the meaning of 

the Sea. Customs Act, 1878, shall; before his ship 
is enterd outwards from any port in Briti!'h India. 
upon any voyage, or if tbr.t is not practicable, as 
soon after as may be, mark outside upon each of 
her sides amidsltip, or as near tht>reto as is prac· 
ticabJe, in white or yellow Oll a uark grounJ~ OJ' 

in black on a light ground, a circular disc twelve 
inches in diameter, with a horizontal line eighteen 
inches in length drawn through itll CE'ntre. 

l 

The rentte of such disc shall indicate the maxi­
mom load-line in salt water to which it is intended 
to load such ship for that voyage. 

35. 1 'The person 8pplying for E'ntry of any such 
: . sLip outwards shall ins-

Statement to Custom•· ert, in the form of appli~a­
!llllr.er in appli1111tion Cf!r tion made to the Cu!'toms-
entry outwlllJs a.s to puet• ll t . 
tiun of load-line. co ector, a s att-nwnt m 

. writing of the distances 
in fo<>t and incLt>s between the centre of such 
_disc and t.ho urp<'r edge o£ t'l'l('h of the lines in­
•licating the positiou of the ship's deck which is 
a.uove !IUl'h c<·ntre: and if default is made in 
ddivering this statement, the Customs-rol!ectur 
mny J'l•fose to enter the sl1ip outwards. . 

· 36. ·· A copy of this statement shall be entt'red 
Ct-opv of thiutat~ment to 'in tllf: &g>n>t·m~n~ ~rita 

be t>IIW~•l in the log·ho·•k the crew bdore 1t J~.~l;''l• 
1111ol llgl'\'ewunt with the t>d \.;y l\l1Y lll('lll lh•r of t11e 
ol'\•w. crew; nud 110 shipping­
mnst.cr slHlll proreed with the eJlg"llf:'emeot of thE' 
c'row till this entry i~ u1uJo. · · 



The master shall enter a copy of this state.ment; 
in the official lvg-book (if any). · 

37. When a ship ha.~ been marked as by 
. ' . section thirty-four re-

Shlpto be k~ptmarked. quired, she eiJall be k~t 
!O marked until she next retums to a port of di8-
eharge in British India ur arrives~~., a port in the 
t:'nit.ed Kingdom. 

3~. The master of every British ship which 
. . . is a coasting vesll<'l with-

M..-km~~; of 10&11-linee 10 in the meaning of the 
ease of CUl~Stmg ,_it. Sea Customs Act, 1878 
shall, before proeef:ding to sea fTOm any port, 
mark outside upon each of her sides amidship, or 
us near thereto as is practicable, in white or yel­
low on a dark ground, or in black on a light 
rrroand, a circular disc .twelve inches in diameter, 
with a horizontal line eigh~n inches in length 
drawn through its centre: 
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The centre of this disc shall indicate the maxi­
mum load-line in salt-water to which it is intended 
to load the ship, until notice is given of an altera- · 
tion. 

39. lie shall also once in PVery twelve months, 
immediately before the 

Aonnal !ltav!meat aa to h h" ---~-l-
pooition of load-line.. t e s 1p pnro<=J.~~ to sea, 

send or deliver to tbe 
Collector, or other principal officer of Customs of 
such port as the Local Government ma.y from 
time to time appoint on this behalf, a statement 
in writing of the distance in feet and inches bet. 
ween the centre of the disc and the upper edge 
of each of the lines indicating the vosition of the 
ship's decks which is above that centre. 
. The master, before the ship pi'O('eedil to sea after 
1my renewal or alteration of the disc, shall send or 
deliver to the coller.tor or other principal officer 

. r>f Customs aforesaid notice in writing of such 
renewal or alteration, together with such state­
ment in writing as before mentioned of the dis. 
tauce between the centre of the disc and the upper 
Pdge of each of the deck-lines. · 

I~ de!anlt is made in sending or delivering any 
IJutlee or statement required by this section to be 
~nt or delivered. the master shall be punished 
with line which may extend to one thousand 
rupees. 

40. When a ship has been marked as required 
Shipe to be keptm.t.rked. by section 'thirty-eight, 

ehe shall be kept so mar· 
ked until notice is given of an alteration. 

41. A.ny master ~f a ship who neglrds to 
rlln•e his ship to be 

P..o•lty 'I)J' ned:< tmg to marked as by this chap­
;:,~· 1"r .:;ltw.ergins J...d. ter required, or to keep 

her so marked, or who 
allows the ship to be so loaded that when in 
J:l"rfh·tly smooth salt-water the centre of the disc 
is sobmt>rged, 

a.nd any person who conceah!, remov.es, a.ltel'8 
ddare~ or obliterates, or suffers any perSOn onde; 
bis.c.ontrol to conceal, re:nove, alter, deface or 
obhterst4>, any of _the said ma.rk", except in the 

. 1rent vf the particulars thereby denoted being 
~ /'1·1ully t.ltered, or exc-ept for the pn.rpose of 

(";<:apmg capture by an enemy, , .. 
shall h'.l pnni~hed fur e.ach lluch offence with 

fi ue- whlch may extend to one tbuu'-Aud rupoos. . 

,2, If any of the marks reqnired by this 
chapter is in any re!!pect<i! 

Pe~~alty on. JWoBter for inac.cUJ'llte 110 as to btl 
llaTlllg mialeadmg mark;, lik l to · . ]-- -l h 

c y mil! "'""• t e 
master of the 8hip slmll be punisl1ed with fine 
which may extend to one thousand rupees. 

. 43. The provisions of this chapter as to load-
. . lines shall not apply to 

• Savmf _of ahiJ:l" markea ships coming from }J~'rt" 
111 thel mted Kin11dom. . th U 't d Ki J.o · m e me ~ m 
and marked with snch lines in ac~rdance with 
the provisions of the laws for tb·e time being 
there iu. force. ' 

Suppl.:m~m.tal Pf'Of:i.twnJJ. 

44. The Local Go>ernmeut may at any time, 
if satisfied that a ship 

Bekue of ship at llllly d ta: ed d b . 
time by Local Government, . e ID • un er t .til 

chapter JS not nnsaft>, 
order her to be released either upon or without 
any conditions. 

. 45. ""hen' under this chapter a ship is aatbo­
ri:z.ed or ()rdered w be 

t" w:t:y enforce deten- detained, any con<mk<-
100 P· sioned officer on full pay 

in the naval or military service of Her llajesty, 
any commander or lint officer of any of Her 
Majesty's Indian Government shipa, or at.y 
Port-officer, Harbour-master, Conservator of a 
port or officer of Customs, may detain the 1'\wp. 

46. · If any ship after such detention, or after 

P 
. service on the master <•r 

enalty for proceeding to an v notice of or order •or 
aea after detentwo. • . • 

11nch detention proc.e:-1~ 
to sea before she is released by competent autho­
rity, the master of the ship shall be puni~herl 

. with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees. 

47. When a ship so prooeOOing to sea takes t-o 
sea, when on board th~:re­

Penalty tor oanying to of in the execution oi 
oea officer in execution of hi d 
his dnty. s ~ty, any per~·m 

anthonzed nuder tl.t.i!! 
chapter to de~in or survey such ship, the o'A'n~:or 
and master of su.ch ship shall each be liable tiJ 
pay al.l expenses of and incidental to ~ch per50n 
being so taken to sea, and shall also each h., 
punished with fine which may extend to one 
thousand Mlpees. · 

\Vhen any owner or master is convicted of a11 
offence under this section, the convicting Ma!2'i>~­
trate may inquire into ami detennine the amount 
payable on B.A:lCI:mnt of expenses by sueh owner or 
ma.st<'r onder this section, and may direct that th~ 
same shall be reoovt>red from him in Dllt.nner p:o­
.Yided for the reoovt:ry of fines. 

43. \Vhen a ahip baa been detaine<lander this 
chapter, &he shall D'•t 1-e 

DetaiDI>d ship Dot to be reJ - .. .J b l b 
rei.,..,.. beaWJOBritioh re- e&-.t 11't"lti0n o. ~>r 
,pnry cloeed. British or British Indi,n 

rt-~ster being snh·~­
'iuently cll)f!Cd • 

'49.' .For the purpo~s of the surv"'y of a ship 

P -• •L- unJ~r this chapter, r.ny 
O'tftOI1J.,. pmooa au .... ,. . b · ··-·' rU>ed to •vvef liuJ'. person aut. On7A"U to 

, make tl:e same may ~:n <·n 
board the ship aud impx:t the samt-, ar.J e<r'!r'f 
.. 



· p~rt thereof,:a.nd the ma.chi~ery, eq~ipments and 
cargo, and may require the unlo~tding or removal 
of any cargo, ballast C1r tackle. I. 
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But nothing in ,this chapter 'conlainea ap:plie~< 
l to seamen or apprentice• 

· Saving of J?rovilliona of to whom the provisions 

50.. Ever;Y Judge, assessor, officer or surveyor I 

. under .this chapter shall 

rs~~~d\s~~:pping Acte, of section 211 of the 
Mer.chant Shipping Act, 

1854, or section 16 of the Merchant Shipping 
Act Amendment Act, 1855, apply. Certain P.ersona to be be deemed to be a public 

deemed pub11c servants, t 'th' th . servan Wl m e mean• 
ing of the Indian Penal Co~e. 

·. 51. Where any· order, notice, statement or 
· · · · document is required for 
. S~ce of order whe~ the purpose of any pro­
. there Ill no ma.ster or reel·· vision of . this .chapter 

dent owner, &o. t 'L- d th o uti serve on e 
master of a. ship, the same shall be served, whe~e 
there is no master, on the Qwner of the ship 

. if. he resides in the port where the ship is de­
tairced, or, if there is no owner ~si.ding there, 

· on son1e agent of.. the owner res1dmg there ; 
or Wh(ire Such owner Of agent is unknown Or 
caunoi; be found, a copy of such order, notice, 
statentent or document shall be affixed to the 
lnaet •lf the ship, p,nd shall thereupon be deemed 
t.o be duly served. ' . 

5~. ·Any such order, notice, statement or 
· document may be served 

_O· der, &o,, how to be by delivering a copy 
&e~ed. f 11 h , . the reo persona. y to t e 

, person to be served, or lJy leaving the same at 
hh last place of abode, or, in the case of a 

. wa.stor, tly leaving it for him on board the ship 
"'it~ the person being or appearing to be in eom. 
t 1and or charge of the ship. . · 

53. The Local Government way, from time 
to time, by notification 

})el~ga.tion of power~~ in the official Gazette, 
10 Port Commisaionere, delegate either absolutely 
&e. 

or subject to such condi-
tions or restrictions a& it thinks fit, to any body 
of Commissioners or trustees appointed for manag. 
ing the affairs of a port all or MY of· the 
J'owerR, and require the said body to discharge 
aU or any of the functions of a Lqcal Government 
under the foregoing sections of this Act, except 
the powers conferred by section fourteen, the 
p<tWcr of preparing a list of t1.&se11sors under soo­
t ion fifteen and the power of making rules, and 
may cancel any suoh notification. 

While any such notification remains in force, 
all costs and damsgt>s which would otherwise be 
reoovera.ble und,er this Act by or from the Govern· 
ment shall be recoverable in like manner by or 
from such body ; and such body shall, notwith· 
iitanding anything to the ct~ntrary contained in 
a.ny enactment now in force credit or pay, as the 
case m f y beJ the amount of any cost.e or dama­
ges so recovered to or from the f11nds held by 
thf'm ill trust u such.body. 

-
CUAPTER III. 

DISTRESBIID SEAMEN, 

~ll"rc1uuiJ Seamtm), 

In this chapter "local authority" means such • 
· "local authority." . person as the Local G.ov-

ernment may, from t1me 
to time, subject to the control of the Governor 
General in Council, appoint by name or in virtue 
of his office to exercise the powers oo.nferred, and 
to perform the duties imposed on the local autho. 
rity under this chapter. 

Every pers.on so appointed. may be suspended 
p to d . or dismissed by the Local 

wU:i:~ auspen or .Government which ap· 
pointed him. 

55. The local authority may, subject to the 
Relief of . diatreMed r~les herein~fter men· 

· seamen at Indian porta. twned, provtde for the 
subsistence--

(a)' ofall seamen and apprentices, being Native 
Indian subjects of Her Majesty, who have been 
shipwrecked, discharged or left behind at any 
place in British India., whethe~ from any British 
ship employed in the merchant service, or from 
a.ny of Her 1,1a.jesty's ships, or who have bi>en 
engaged by any person acting either as principal 
or agent to serve in any ship belonging to any 
foreign power, or to the subject of any ~oreign 
State, and who are in distress in any such place; 
and 

(b) of all seamen and apprentices not being 
Native Indian subject& who have been shipwreck. 
ed', discharged or left behind at any place in 
British India from any British ship, l'E'g'istered 
in British India and who are in distress in any 
suoh place, 

until such time as such authority is able to 
provide them with a passage as hereinafter pro­
vided. 

56. Subject as aforesaid, the local authority 
may cause such seamen 

Di8tr.aed aea.mea to .be or apprentices to be put 
ae':'t home on ~ Brrt.lllh on boord some ship be­
ahtp wanting aeauum to • • f 
make np ita orew. . longm~ to any subJect o 

, · ller Atajesty which is in 
want of men to make up ita complement, and is 
bound-

{a) in. the c.ase of seamen or apprcnti~es who 
~t.re Native Indian subjects of Her MaJesty, to 
their home or to a port in British India near their 
home; 

(b) in the case of • ~ther Bri~sh 6\':~t.nen or 
apprentices, to any port m the Uruted l\.mgdom 
or tho Drit ish possession t.o which they belong 
(as the case require!!) ; n.nJ 

(c) in the c.nse ol soamen or apprentice& not 
being subjl'<'t.s of llt~r Majesty, to such place as 
the lo~..~J authority, subjt'ct to the c.outrol of tlu1 
Gov(lrnol' Goncr!U in Council) may in Mch caae 
determine, 

b7. In default 



!iS. The local authority shall indorse on the 
agreement of any British 

N=e. and other parti· · ship on board o£ which 
cu1ars w1th rel!"':d to aea· any seaman or apprentice 
meu to be mdoraed on • d · 
agreement of Britiah ahip. 18 sent un er sectiOn 

fifty-six or· section• 
,. tifty-seven, the name of every person so sent. on 

board thereof, with such particulars concernmg 
thiJ case as the Governor General in Council may 
from time to time by rule p;:c~::!'ihA. 

i.'?. · The lJ.UiW!t6r of every Bri~ish ship bound. as 
. .aforesaid ·shall rece1ve 

:M .. tor of British ship and afford a passage and 
cmnpolled to convey and subsistence to all searuon 
g1 ve aubellltonoe to auch · h h 
..,.meu. a!ld apprentlCes w om e 

is required to take on 
board his 'ship nnder the provisions of sectiou 
fifty-six or section fifty-seven not exceeding one 
for every fifty tons burden, and shall, 4nring ~he 
p:lilsage, provid• every such seaman or apprentice 
with a proper berth or sleeping-place effectllally 
pl'otected against sea. and weather. 

60. If the master of any such ship fails or . 
refuses to receive on 

Penalty for refusing ao· board his ship, or to· give 
to do. a passage or subsistence 
to, or to provide for, any such seaman or ap­
prentice contrary to the provisions of section 
fiftv-nine, he shall, for each seaman and apprentice 
wit"h respect to whom he so fails or refuses, be 
punished with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees, or, when he is tried at any place 
beyond the limits of \ ·British India, to the 
equivalent of one thousand rupees in the currency 
of such place. · 

61. When any master ofa. British ship . has 
. . . . conveyed a. seaman or ap-. 

Condtttons u.nder wh•cb ··prentice in excess of the 
muter may.~laim payment. b ('£ · ) . t d num er 1 any wan e 
to make up the complement of his crew to any 
place in accoroance with the requisition of a local 
authority under this chapter, such master shall 
be entitled to be paid by the Secretary of State 
for India in Council in respect of the subsistence 
and passage of such seaman or apprentice such 
sum per diem as the Governor General in Coun­
cil from time to time appoints : 

Provided that no payment shall be made under 
this Fection except on the production of the 
following d<icuments (that is to say) :- · 

(a) a certificate signed by the local authority 
by whose direction such seaman or apprentice 
was received on board, sprcifying the name of 
such soaman or apprentice, and the time when he 
was receiYed on board; and · 

(b) a declaration in writing by such master 
ma.•le and verified in XQanner hereinafter provided, 
and stating-- · 

(1) the number of days daring which BIICh 
seaman or apprentice received subsistence and 
was provided for as aforesaid on board his ships 

(2) the number of men and boys forming the 
complement of his crew .1 

,f!3) the number of sea.nen &.nd apprentices 
\t!Jt~Toyed on board his ship <luring the time 
su~h seaman or apprentic~ was on board; and 

(t) every variation (if any) of such number. . 

The declaration required py _this section shall, 
in the case of a ship conveying Native Indian 

JV,-9 
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subjects of Her MaJellty to. a. port in BritiHh 
India, be ma.da before a. Shipping-maste:· or such 
other officP~ u.s the Local Govern>:aent may 
::.ppoint; In other cases su..:h declar:;.tion shall be 
'made and verified in the ~ame m!:.aner as decla.ra.· 
tions made under sectil'n 212 of the Merchant 
Shipping Aot, 1854. 

62. (a). If any seaman or apprentice, being 

W d 
. a Native Indian subject 

ages an expens(:S In· £ H M . t d b 
cnrred ia rospoct of dis· o er aJeS y an e-
tret~sd s~a:.aen to b~ charg· longing to any British 
ed on ••up. to .wh1ch they ship, is discharged or left 
belo~ n certain cases. b h. d t l . " e m a any p ace m 
British India without full compliance on the part 
of the ma.~ter with all the provisions in that 
behalf of the law for the time being in force, and 
becomes distressed and is relieved under the pro vi~ 
sions of this chapter ; qr . . . 

(h) if any such seaman or apprentice, after 
having been engaged . by any person (whether 
acting as principal or agent) to.·serve in .uy ship 
belonging to any foreign power or to the subject 
of any foreign power, become distressed and 
is relieved as aforesaid; or 

·(c) if any seaman or apprentice belonging to 
any British ship, registered in British India, and 
not being a Native Indian subject of Her Majesty, 
is discharged or left behind at any place in British 
India without full compliance as aforesaid, and 
becotnes distressed and is relieved as aforesaid, 

the wages (if any) due to such seaman . or, 
apprentice, and all expenses incurred for ,his 
subsistence, necessary clothing, conveyance home, 
and, in case he should die before reaching home, · 
for his burial, shall be a charge upon the 
ship, whether British or foreign, to which he so 

; bel9nged l;l-8 aforesaid. 
: 63. All such wages and expenses shall be 
· .. 00 f . b recoverable with costs 

,.. e o recovenng euc 'th f th t , 
· wagoti and expeDSes. · ,· e1 er ro~ e mas et 

of such sh1p or from the 
person who is owner thereof for the time being, 
or in the case of a.n engagement for service in a 
foreign ship, ft•om such master or owner, or from 
the person by whom such engagement ·was so 
made, in the same manner a.s other debts due to 
the Secretary of State for India in Council, or in 
the same manner and by the same form and 
process in whieh Wll.ges due to the seaman or. 
apprentice would be recoverable by him. 

64. The Local Government m~~>y, from time 
to time; by notification 

Local Government may in the official Gnzette, 
atS!horite penoua to recover h . l 
aame. aut ome, eit 1er gene~ 

rally or specially, such 
persons a.s it thinks fit to sue for any such wages 
and expenses and recover the same. 

And every person so anthori-.o~ed shall be en· 
.titled to sue and recover 

Such penon•. to be dee":'· accordingly and shall be 
11d persons lilling a pubhc d d 'b office. eeme to e a person 

filling a. public office 
within the meaning of the Indian Evidence·Act, 
1872, section 57, clause 7. · 
t_R5. When any such wages and expenses are 

due to or in respect of 
Board of· Trade may re. a seaman or opprentil.·e 

cover auch ·amouut from · d · · · 
muter or owner in certain ment10ne lU sectiOn , 
-. sixty-\wo, cl~use(c),thcy 

may, lD.IIteail of beiug · 
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recovered by a person authorized under section 
si xty.four, be recovered by the Boord .of ~rade in • 
manner provided by the Merchant Sh1ppmg Act, 
1854 section 218,· and when so recovered shall 
be paid by the said Board to the Secr~tary of 
State for India.. in Council. 

66. In all proceedings under this chapter, 
whether in India or else­

~at shall be evide~oe where, the production of 
of dlStresa a.nd expenses 111" a certificate signed by 
curred. h 1 1 th · b t e oca an onty y 
which any seaman or apprentice named therein 
was relieved, or any expenses were incurred, under 
this chapter, to the effect that such seaman ol\ 
apprentice was in distress, and that such expenses\__ 
were incurred in respect of such seaman or 
apprentice, shall be sufficient evidence that such 
seaman or apprentice was relieved, conveyed home 
or buried (as the case may be) at the expense of 
the revenues of India. 
' 67 •• The Governor General in Council may, 

from time to time, J;Dake 
PowerofGovemor·Geue- rules to determine under 

raJ in Council to mAke 
rules. what circumstances and • 
. subject· to what condi· 
tions seamen or apprentices may be relieved and 
provided with passages under this chapter and 
generally to carry out the provisions of this 
~:hapter. . 

All~:~uch rules shall be published in the Gazette 
of India, and shall thereupon have the force of 
law. 

.CHAPTER IV. 
SHIP SURVEYORS. 

!ncb port unless he holds a. certificate issued under 
that section, 

Pro'Vi.ded that nothing herein .contained shall 
Surveyors of Ll d's prevent any person em. 

•aud Veritaa. . oy played by Lloyd's Regis-
• . te! of British a!-'d Foreign 

Shippmg or Bureau Vem.tu from du;chargir..g 
any of the duties of such employment, or apply 
to any person specially exempted by the Local 
Government from the operat10n of this section. 

70. Any person exercisin~ the profession, 
of a ship surveyor in con-

Penalty for practising u. travent n f th · 
ship surveyor without . 10 O • e P~OVl· 
eertifioate. . SlODS of sect10n SlXty. 

· nine shall be punished 
with fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, and 
shall be incapable of maintaining any suit for any 
fee or reward for anything done by him in such 
exercise of such profession. 

• 
CHAPTER V. 

RECEIVERS OF WRECK. 

71. In this Chavter " wreck" includes the 
'' w k" defined. following when found in 

rec · the sea or any tidal water 
or on the shores thereof, that is to say :-

goods which have been cast into the sea and 
then sink and remain under water J 

goods which have been cast or fall into the sea_ 
and remain floating on the surface; 

goods which aresunki.D the sea, but are attach· 
ed to a floating object in order that they may be 
found again, 

. ~s which are thrown away or abandoned, 
and a Tessel abandoned without hope or intention 88. The Local Government may, from time 

• _ _:., 
0 

to time, appoint compe- · of recovery • 
.......,.,.... ovemmen\ to t.p• t t f b point. examioers. en persons or t e pur .. 

• pose of examining the. 
qualifications of persons desiroas of practising 
, the profession of a ship 
"".d. to .make rulee u !-0 surveyor at any port in 

fiUalitiutioa, l.o., of •h•p th te 'to . d . . e11rveyore. e rn r1es a mmts-
tered by such Govern­

ment, and subject to the control of the Governor­
G enertJ in CouJlcil, make rules-

( a) for the conduct of such examinations ·Bntl 
the qUAlifications to be required, . · 

(b) for the grant of certificates to qualified 
persons, 

(e) for the fees to be paid for such examina· 
tiona and certificabes, · 

(•l) for holding inquiries into charges of incom­
p<"tency and misconduct ou the pnrt of llolders 
of such certificates, and 

(e.) for the suspension and cancolment of such 
<·ert,flca.tcs. • . 

All such rules shall be published in the 
official Gazette, and shall 

Public:at.ioa of ntl-. ~Loreupon have ~he force 
of law. . 

. Ci9. No person shall, in any port in which 
... ._ . there is a person e:r:erci•-
.... o perana .... practu•e ... • th r . f 

1hip lurtflyOf unl- HIS' 8 pro t'SillOU 0 a 
qaaliflod. &hlp surveyor and holding 

. . . • 1 Cf\rtificat.e gran ted under 
r.ectlou s•xty-e1ght, exercise such profession in 

72. Chapter V of the 
RepMl of cl!aptet- V ol In.l=-- P rt A t 18"'" 

Iadi&n Porte Act 1875. umu . 0 s c ' ~ <J, 
• and section 5 of Act No. 

XIII of 1878 (An .Act to prOfJUkjor the t·ecovety ·" 
in British lndkl of wages due to, and expenses 
inC'Urred i'l!. rupect ()f, certain 8eamtn and ap-j 
p!'tmti.ces, and to- amend th~ 1 nd~an }.! erclw n 
Shipping '.Act, 1875, and tM Indtan Pm·fs ..1..:..... 
1875) are hereby repealed. 

But nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to 
affect section 40 of the Indian Ports Act, lSi5, 
or entitle any person to sa.lvag~ in respect. of 
any property reconred by creepmg or Sll"e-epmg 
in contravention of tbat section. 

'73. The Local Government may, from time to 
. . . time, by notiti~-ation . in 

Appou1\mod of rece~•· the official Gazette, Wlth 
.,.... the previous sanction of 
the GoverDOl' General in Council, appoint such 
persons as it thinks tit to receive and take posses· 
sion of wreck and to perform such dutit.."S connect· 
ed therewith as are hereinafter mentioned 
within such local limits as it may from time t•) 
time prescribe. 

Persona so appointed shall be called rel'eiren 
of wreck. . -. , 

74. Any person finding and taking ~o~;st>~siou 
· of.any wreck wtthm any 

Rule~ to be obaervod lty local limits for ~hich ~' 
pt'l'lllllll 6ndios ......... k. · f .......... c'· h~ ~ rece1var o "'"' ... .... 
boon so appointed, sha.ll a.a soon as practica.bl~-



• 
(a) if he be the owner thereof, give the re. 

ceiver of wreck notice in 
if h• be the owner 1 writing of the finding 

thereof and of the marks by which such wreck is 
distinguished; 

(b) if he be not 

if he he not the owner, 

the owner of such wreck, 
deliver the same to the 
receiver of wreck. 

7S. Whenever any wreck is .found by the 
receiver of wreck or has 

lln,.emment or. penon bt>en delivered to him in 
fin<iang wreck eutltled to • h h •II·• accordance wtt t e pro-

visions of section seventy­
f~Jnr by any person, not being the owner t~en;of, 
the Government or such other person so dehvermg 
f'nch wreck, as the case may be, shall be entitled 
to receive a reasonable sum for salvage, having 
rt>gard to all the circumstances of the case. 

Any dispute arising concerning the amount 
due under this section 

· flieputea concerning shall be detefmined by a 
amount of ealvage. • . 

Magtstrate, upon applica-
tion to him for that purpose by either of the 
disputing parties. . . • 

76. The receiver of wreck shall~ on taking 
. · . possessio~ of any wreck, 

Nottce 1io he g~ven by publish · notification in 
recetnr. such manner and at s~ch 
place as the Local Government may from time to 
time llrescribe in this behalf, oontainin~ a de. 
scription of the same and the time at whtch and 
the place where the same was found. 

77. I£ after the pub. 
ea!':bek •o'f:L' in certain lication of such notifica­

tion the wreck is nnclaim. 
ed, 

or if the person d~ming the same fails to pay 
the amount due for salvage and for charges incur· 
red by the receiver of wreck in respect thereof, 

the receiver of wreck may sell such wreck by 
public auction, if of a perishable nature, forthwith, 
ftnd if not of a perishable nature, at any period 
not less than six months after such notifica.t1on as 
aforesaid. 

'i8. On the realiz.a.tion of the proceeds of such 
Prooeeds how applied. sale, the amount due for 

- salvage and charges as 
aforesaid, together with the expenses of the sale, 
shall be dedacted therefrom, and the balance 
shall be paid to the owner of the wreck, or, if no 
snch person a-ppear and claim the same, shall be 
held tn depostt for payment, without interest, to 
any person thereafter establishing his right to 
the same. 

Provided that he makes his claim within one 
year from .the da.te of the sale. 

79. Any person omitting to give notice of the 
PeDAity for failure lio give finding of, or to deliver, 

notice of, o' to deliver, any wreck to the re• 
'lfreck lio the reoe• ... r of ceiver of wreck as re-
'lfre<Jk. • db . ..... • . quue ysection seventy-
fvnr ahaU be punished with fine which may exttl,Ild 
t? one tho~sand rupees, and in the case of omis­
Sion to dehver any wreck, shall, in addition to 
such fine, forfeit all claim to salvage, and pay 
to the owner of such wreck it the same j$ 

claimed, or if the same is uncla.i.med to the Gov. 
emment, a pena.lty not e:s:oeeding twice the 
value ofsuch wreck. 

CHAPTER VI. 

INSPECTION OJ SHIPS WITH UG.UD 1'0 LIGBT 
AND FOG-SIGNALS. 

80. Nothing in this chapter contained shall 
Sa . cia apply to any ship belong. 

nng 
11118

' ing to, or hired by, Her 
Majesty· or the Secretary of State for India in 
Council, or belonging any fereign Prince or State. 

81. The Local Government may, from time 
to time, appoint persons 

Appoin~ent of insr,oo· to inspect iu any port, 
~f lights and og· ships to which the regula-

tions for preventing col­
lisions at sea, is!lncd under the provisions of tbe 

. Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Act, 1862, 
or any other similar la.w for the time being in 
force, may apply for the purpose of seeing that 
such ships are properly provided with lights and 
with the means of making fog-signals, in pursuance 
of such regulations or law, and may suspend or 
remove a.ny person so appointed. 

Every person so appointed shall in the port for 
which he is appointed have, for the purposes 
of such inspection, the powers given to detain­
ing-officers by section eleven. 

82. If any such person finds that any ship is 
not so provided, he shall 

. Notice of deticiency to he give to the master or 
g.ven to master or owner . • . • 
hy such inspectors. owner notiCe m wr1tmg 

pointing out the defi­
ciency, and also what is, in his opinion, requisite 
in ot•der to remedy the same. 

83. Every notice so given shall be communi­
cated in such manner as 

Ship not to he cleared by the Local Government 
Costoma.coll~r . till in· may direct to the Cus­
apector cert•tiee1t 18 proper· 
ly provided with lights, &o. toms-collector at any port 

from which snch ship 
may seck to clear ; and no Customs-collector to 
whom such communication is matle shall grant 
such ship a port clearance or allow her to rroceed to 
sea without a certificate under the ham of some 
person ~~oppointed as aforesaid, to the effect that 
the said ship is properly provided with lights anJ 
with the means of making fog-signals in pursu­
ance .of the said regulations or law. 

CHAPTER VII. 

M JSCELLA.NBOUS. 

84.. Every offence punishable under chapter II, 
Offence~~ triable whore chapter II.I or.chapt•1r y, 

od'ender found, may he tneJ lD any dis-
trict or presidency•t)wn 

in which the offender is found, as well as in any 
district or presidency town in which it migh; be 
tried under the law relating to crimina.l procec uro 
for the time being in force. 

85. And whereas it is also expedient to pMvide 
A 81188son in e•ni!Ca of for the . assist~nce of 

ea.lv&ge, k assessors 1D certam cau!1es 
in Courts exorcieing Ad-



miralty ot• Vice-Admiralty jurisdiction i it isnereby 
furt}let• enacted as follows :- ' 

In any Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty cause of 
E>!\lvage, towage or collision, the court, whether 
it be exercising its original or its appellate jurisdic­
tion, may if it think fit, and upon request of either 
party to such cause, shall, summon to ita assist­
ance, in such manner as the Court may by rule, 
from time to time, direct, two competent assessors; 

I' 
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and such assessors shall attend 'and assist accord-
ingly. . 

Every such assessor shall receiv~ such fees for 
his attendance as the Court by rule. prescribes. 
Such fees shall be paid by such of the parties as 
the Court in each case may direct. 

D. FITZPATRICK,' 
Secretary to tlte GO'Vernment of lndia, 

Legislative Departme1d. 

' ~ . ' 

The following Act of the Governor .General of India in Council received the assei\t of His Excellency. 
the Governor General on the 12th March, 1880,. and was promulgated for general information in the 
Gazette of Ind·ia of the 13th March 1880, · 

' ' 
. Act No. VIII of 1880 .. 

A1i Act to correct a ole1·ical error in the Indian Limitation ,jet, 1877 • 

. IN th~ secol,ld schedule to the Indian. Limitation Act, 1877, No. 171A, column three, for the worJs 
'.'The date of the plaintiff's death," the words ."The sixtieth day from the date of the plaintiff's death" 
shall be, and be deemed to have always been, substituted. · _ · . . 

D. FlTZPATRICK, 
Secretary to the Government of India, Legislative DtJlmimevt. 


