
2c 

Gazette" on th~ ~9tlh. J anuar !I 188'o.] 

PART IV· 

ACTS PASSED BY THE. GOVERNMENT OF·IHDIA. 

The following Act of the Governor General of 
India in Council received the assent of His 
Excellency the Governor General on the 9th 
January 1880, and was promulgated for general 
information in the Gw:ette of ln<lia on the lOth 
JanuJry 1880:-

Act No. I. of 1880. 

.A1~ Act to confer em·tain powers on Religious 
Societies. • 

WHEREAS it is e:s:peilil'nt to simplify the manner 
r hl in which certain bodies 

ream e. of persons associated for 
the purpose of maintaining religious worship may 
hold property acquired for such purpose, and to 
provide for the dissolution of such bodies and 
the adjtuotment of their affairs and for the decit:~ion 
of certain questions relating to ~uch bodies; It 
is hereby enacted as follows :-

Short tit!~. 

Commencement. 

Local extent. 

1. This Act may bo 
called "The Religious 
Societies Act, 1880 :" 

It shall come into force 
at onto; aud 

shall extend to the 
whole of British Iudi!t ; 

but nothing herein containeil shall apply to 
any Hinilus, Muhammadan!'! or Buddhists, or· to 
any persons whom tho Governol' General in 
Council may, from time to time, by notification 
in the Gw:;r:tte of India, exclude from tho opera­
tion of this Act. 

2. When any body of persons associated for 
. tho purpose of maintain• 

,\ ppo1n~ment of new ing religious worship hn.s 
tru,t.ce m M~cs not · d h -~ l 
otherwise provided for. acqu~re ,or ere~~o.~tershal 

acqu,ro, any property, 

and ~uch property has been or here~ftcr shall 
be vested in trustees in trust for such body, 

and it become~ neces~ary to appoint a new 
trustee in the place of or in addition to any such 

· trustee or any trnsteu appointed in the manner 
hereinafter prescribed, . 

and no mn.nncr of appointing such nJw trustee 
is prescribed by any instrument by which suc!J. 
property was 81) ve~tell 01" by whiciJ. tho tru~ts 
on which it is held have bf'en dcclr,red, or ~uch 
neW trUHtOO C::WUOt for any l'E'a~OU be arpointed 
i.u the lllauncr so prcocribed, 

lv.-1 b 

such new trustee may be appointed iu such 
manner as ,may be agreed upon by such body, or 
by a. majority of not less than two-thirds of the 
melll~ers of such body actually present at the 
mcetwg at which the appointment is made. 

3., Every appointment of new trustees under 
Appointm:nt under section two shall be made 

section 2 to be recorded to appear by some memo­
in a .memornndum under randum under the hand 
the hand of. the chairman of the chairman for tho 
of the meeting: time bein"' of tho moetinoo 
at which such appointment is made. "" 

Such memorandum shall be in the form set 
forth in.. the schedule hereto annexed; or as near 
thereto as circumstances allow, shall be e:s:ecut., 
eu and attested by two or more credible witnesses 
in 'the .presence of such meeting, and sh.all be 
deemed to be a document of which the registra­
tion is required by the Ir..dian Registration Act, 
18i7, section seventeen. 

4. When any new trustees have been appoint-

p 'rt • ed, whether in the man-
rope y to vest m 'b d b llew truotees without uer prescrl e y any 

conveyance. . such mstrument as afore. 
• • 

11 
said or in the manner 

herembefore prov1ded, the property subject to 
tho trust shall fortltwith, notwithsta.nding any 
thing contained in any such instrument, becomo 
vested, withotit any conveyance or other assurance, 
in such new trustees and the old continuin"' trus­
tees jointly, or if there are no old continuing 
trustees, iu· such new trustees wholly, upon the 
sa~e trusts, and with and subject to the same 
powers and provisions, as it W\\8 vested in the 
·old trnotoos. 

5. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed 
toinv~~olidato any appoint­

s,lvin(l:of exi~ting modes mont of new tru~tees, or 
, of appomtment and. con• 

veyiiJice. any conveyance of any 
propt•rty, which may 

hereafter be !'hado as heretofore · WllS by luw 
required. 

I 

6. Any number not ]pss than tl•ree-fifths o£ 
Provision for dissolu- the'membors of any such 

~ion of societies. and. ad- Lotly as afol'Csaid may at 
JUstment llf theu affrurs. a meotin" eonveneJ for 
t~e'purposo detttt-mine that such

0 
body shall be 

di8!10lveJ ; anu thereupon it shall bo dissolved 
forthwith, nr at tho time thou agreed upon; aud 
all neccs~ary Ateps shall be taken for the disposal 
and settlement of the property of such body, it!'! 
claims and ~iabilities, according to the rules of 



such body applieable thereto, if a~y, and if not, 
then as such body at touch meeting" may deter· 
mine: 

P1•ovided that, in the· event of .~ny :~isp11to, • 
arisin" amonN" the members of such bo y, the 
a1ljus~ent of its aff~ir~ sha.~l ~~ r?fe;r~d to the. 
vrincipal Court of ongr~111l ClV~l J~r1sd1Ction of the 
district in which the ch1e£ bmldmg of such body 
is situate ; and the Court shall make . su~h.or.det, 
in the matter us it deems fit. • ' .l -

. 7. If upon the dissolution of ~ny such body 
. , ,there .remains, after the r ' 

Upon a dis~l\ttio!l no ·Satisfaction . of all it& ' 
r~ember to receive pro· debts and liabilities, any 
1 ~ , ., .. , . .. \ , ... property whatsoever, the 
same shall not be paid to or distributed among 
the members of such body or any of them, but 
shall be given to some other body. of persons 
associated £or the purpose of maintaining religious 
worHhip or some other religious or c1111ritable 
purpose to be determined by. the votes of riot 
le;;s than three-fifths of the members present at 
a meeting conven~d in this 'behalf, or in default 
thereof by such Court as last aforesaid. • 

8. Nothing in sectio~s six and: seven shall be 
. . . deemed to affect a.nr pro'fi.. 

• ~a'l"lU!l'~fcerttun prO" • sion contained 1n any 
tlSIOUS of utstrumcnts. · , t t f th d' l ms .rumen or e 1sso n. 
tiou of such body, or for the payment or distri· 
buti.on of such prop~rty. . 

!l, When any question arises, either in con .. 
Questions mny be nection with the matters 

submitted to High hereinbefore referred to, 
Court. or otherwise, as to 
whether any person is a memberofanysuch body 

·as aforesaid, or as to tho validity of any appoint­
ment under this Act, any person interested in 
H;JCh q~ws~ion J~a~ apply by petitio;n to the High 
Cout-t for 1ts opmwn on such questlon. A copy 
of such petition shall be served upon, &nd the 
hearing ~·hereof mny bo attonded by, sl1oh other 
pe~·sons mterested in the <]\lestion as the Court 
th1nks fit. 

Any opinion given by the Court on an applica­
tion under this section sl111ll be deemed to have 

' the force of a declaratory decree. 
' The costs of every application under this section 
shall·btrin·.~he discretion of the Court. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

, .. t. t. (See.section.B.) 
·~ · · ·:Memorandum of theappointmentofnewtrustees 

of the (describe the church, chapel or other buildings 
and. poperty) situate 
at :a. meeting duly "convened and held for that 
purpose ( in the velftry of the said ) on the 

day of , 18 , A. B. 
' · of Chairman. 

Names and desf?riptions of all the trustees on 
the constitution or last appointment of trustees 
made the day of 

{ltere inse2·t t1Le same). 

Names and descriptions of all the trustees in 
'whom the said (chapel and prope'rty) now become 
legally vested. 

First.-Old continuing trustees :-
. (1un•e insert the same) • 

Second.-New trustees now chosen and. ap· 
pointed I-· 

(1tere insert the same}. 
Dated this day of 
, Signed by the said A.B.l 
as Chairman of the said 
Meeting; at and in the 
presence of the said Meet­
mg on the day and yea.t' l 
aforesaid in the presence 
of- J 

O.D. 
E .. F. 

' 18 • 

A.B. 
Chairman of tht 

said Muti11g. 

D. FITZPATRICK. 
Seey. to the G01:t. of lnd;i. 
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