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ACTS PASSED BY THE COVERHMENT OF IHDIAA 

The following Act of the Governor General of 
India in Council received the MSent of Dis 
Excellency the GoTcrttor General on ~he. 9th. 
January 1880, and W:I.S promulgated fol' general 
information in 't.he Gazette of Indul on the lOth 
January 1880:-

Act No. I. of 1880. 

An At•t tli>t:t:!iifer cerl(ti.J& ]JjJJII&ra. rm Rcligiuu,;r 
Sooieti.tt. 

W BEREAS it is expedient to simplify the manner-
Preamble. in which certa.i~ bodies 

of persons associated for 
the purpo'!e o( maintaining religious worship may 
hold property acquired for such purpo~w., 11o11d ~ 
provide for the dissolution of stM:b bodies and 
the adjootment of theit- a!Iait-s and for the docision 
of l'el.'tiain questions relating to st,tch bodies ; It 
is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. This Act may b& 
Short title.. ealled "The Religious 

Societies Act, 1880 :~ . 

It shoJI come into force 
at once ;. and: 

shall extend to tlle 
whole of.British. India; 

tnt nothing herein contained shall apply to-. 
any Hindus, Muhammadans or Buddhists, or to 
any persons whom the Governor General in 
Council may, from. ti~me to time, by notification 
in the Ga::ette of lllaill, exclude from the opera. 

• lion of this Act. 

2. _ 'When any body ,,£ pt"t"SOos &SSocial.ea for 
the purpose of maintain· 

Appoiu~meut of new ing religious worship has 
trMt.ee m cases• not Al'flOJ d h aft hall otherwise pro~ided-lur. ---, .re ,or ere ers 

&eqllU'e,. a.ny property,. 
and such property has been or hereafter- sh.a.ll 

be veswd iu trustees in trust for suob body,. 

and it becomes necessary to appoint a. new 
trustee in the place of or in addition to 11o11y such. 
trasteo or any trnstoo appointed in the manner 
hcreina.ftcr prescribed, 

' . and n~ manner of arpointing s&cn IJ(lW trustee· 
111 prescr1beJ by any mstrument by which such. 

, , property wns so voswd or by which th& trusts 
· on which it is hold have been declareit,. or Bt'K'h 

new trustee cannot for any rca:;on be appointed 
in the mannor l'O preSL't'ibed, 

1v.-l a • 

such. new trustee may be appoint€d iu such 
mann~r ~~~ ~y be agreed upon by such body, or 
by a maJOnty of oot less than two-thirds of the 
members.of such body actually present at the 
meeting at which. the appointment is mad~. 

3. Every appointment of new trustees under 
Appointment· under section two shall be made 

eection 2 to be reeorded to appear by some memo­
in. a menwl."llndum Wlder ra.ndum under the hand 
the hand of: the chairmau of the chairman for the 
of tbe meet.mg. time being of the meetin"' 
at which. such. appointment is made. "' 

Such memorandu'm shall be in the from set 
'forth in the schedule hereto annoxed, or as near 
thereto as circumstances allow, shall be execut.. 
ed and attosred by two or more credible wit.nesses 
in the presence of suoh meeting, and shall be 
deemed to be a d'ocument of which the registra. 
tion. is required by the Indian Registration Act, 
1·877, section seventeen:. . 

4. W'hcn a.ny new truste.es nave bee; appoint •. 

P •· to . ed, whether j.n the man-
roperv1 · vtst In ;b d b 

:new trusteea without twr prescn e Y any 
onnveyauce, , such mstrument as afore-

, said or iu the manner 
hereinbefore provided, the property subject to 
the trust shall forthwith, notwithstaudiu"' any 
thing co~tained in any such instrument, b

0

ecome 
y.est.ed, without any cornrt~ya.noe or other assurance, 
1n- su~h. new. tt·ns~ees and the old continuing trns­
wes JOintly, or tf there are no old continniuD" 
trustees, in such now tru,.tees wholly, upon th~ 
same trusts, and wit,h and snhject to the same 
powl'rs and · pro¥isions, as it WIIB vested in the 
old tt·u~tces .. 

5. Nothing herein containtld shall be deem;,d 
to invalidate any appoint­

Savinf\'of existin~ modes ment of new tru>!l·tl<'"• l'r 
of appotntment 1111d eon· 
vyance. any conveyance of any 

property, which may 
heN'after be made liB heretofore wa.s by law 
required. 

6. Any !lllmber· not lt~ss tlia.n· tl\ree-fifths of 
Provision f<•r ditosolu- the members of any Slll'h 

~ion of 110cieties. lL!ld. ad· body as a.f.oro~aid ruav at 
)uetmenL 'lf t.hetr affa1rs. a. meeting oonvened for 
t~e purp0se dewrmine that such body shall be 
dtssolved ;. and then,upou it; shall be dissoh·ed 
forthwith, or at the time then AgrePd upon ; anJ 
all Mcesl!tt.ry step~ shall be taken for the di"po~al. 
an~ settkrue.nt of .the p1-operty of sm·h hNiy, it" 

• chums and habtb!tes, acc~>rding to the •·niNI o( · 



;:.1ch body applicable thereto, if a~y, and if not, 
then aa ~uch body ali such meetm_g may deter· 
mine: 

Provided that, in the event of any dispute 
,,rising among. the ~embers of such body, the 
adjustment of 1ts a~r;; sha~ .~ "!-'fe~d to the 
principal Cow:t vf ong'l~al c1v~ J:Unsd~cbon of the 
•1istrict in wh1ch the chief bwldmg o. such body 
:s situat~; and the Court shall make such order 
'14 the matttJr &.sit deems fit. 

7. If upon the dissolution of any such body 
. there remains, after the 

UP'1o a dissohttion no satisfaction of all its 
mE'rnber t~ recet\"e pro. debts and liabilities any 
~ ' · · property whatsoever, the 
c-am~'> shall not be paid to or distributed among 
the members of such body or any of them, but 
~>h;.;Jt be given to some other body of persons 
MBOOiuted for the purpose ohna.intaining religions 
won;hip Qr some other religious or charitable 
purpose to be determined by the votes of not 
lt<£s than three-fifths of t.be members present at 
a meeting oonvened in this behalf, or in default 
tht"rMf by sueh Court as last aforesaid. 

8. Nothing in sections six a.nd'seven shall be 
. , . . deemed to affect any provi­
S:n·rrg~fcen.am pro- sion contained in any 

.r.>~olls or mmuments. instrument for the dissoln-
'tion of such body, or for the payment or distri· 

· hnti(ln of such prop;~rty. 

~. \Then any question ariseli, either in con-
Co~<iitions may be nection with the matters 

~ubnitt10d tu High hereinbefore referred to, 
C<Jurt. or otherwise, as tO 
wbeth€r any person is a member ofa.oy such body 
as &fure..<aid, or as to the validity of any appoint­
L1ent under this Aet, any person intere.st.OO in 
such que8tion may apply by petition to the lligh 
Court for its opinion on such quet:tion, A copy 
of sn.eh petition shall be served upon, and the 
beam:g thcred may be attended by, such other 
J"?rs(•ns inh:rcstcd in the question as the Court 
thinks fit, 

2b 

Any opinion given hy the Conrtonan applica. 
tion nnder~his .section shall be deemed to have 
the force of a declaratory decree. 

The cost.s of every application nuder this seotion 
• shall be in the discretion of the Court, 

THE SCHEDULE. 

(866 section 3.) 

Memorandum of tbea.ppointmentof new trustees 
of the (dPACrihe tlu! church., ch.apel or otlul-r buildi'fi1' 
ancl prop6rly) situate . 
at a meeting duly convened and held for that 
purpose ( in. tlu! veatry of the said . ) on the 

· day of . · · 18 , 4. Q. 
of Chairman. 

Names and descriptions -of all the trost.ees on 
the constitution or last. appointment of trustees 
made the day of . 

(he?-e insert tlUJ same). 

Names and descriptions of all the trustees in 
whom the said (chapel and proptrrly) now become 

· legally vested. ' 

First.-Old continuing trustees :­
• (here in.sert the same). 

Sewn.d.-New trustees now chosen and ap-. 
pointed:-

(here in.sert the same). 
Dated this day of 

Signed by the said A.B.) 
as Chairman of the said t 
Meeting, at and in tbt;~ 
presence of the said Meet­
ing on the day and year I 
aforesaid in the presence 
of- · J 

C. D. 
E. F. 
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A.B. 
Cko.irma"' of t'M 

said Muting. 

D. FITZPATRICK. 
Ser:y. to the GQVt. of India. 

)OIUAT; Plil.llliO At tU GOfiJIIKlNt ClJUUL p~ . . 


