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WHEREAS it is expedient to prevent the depar-
p bl 

tnre of certain ships from · 
ream e. British India ; 

and whereas it is also expedient to provide for 
the relief of distressed seamen and apprentices at 
ports in British 'India, and for the recovery of 
wages due to and expenses incorred in respect of 
such seamen and apprentices in cases to which 
section 211 of the Merehant &hipping .Act, 1851, 
and section 16 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 

· 1855, do not apply of their own force ,; 

and whereas it is also expedient to provide iu 
other respects herciriaft€r appearing for the regu· 
lation and control of merchant shipping; It is 
hereby enacte4 as follows :-

CHAPTER!. 

PREUlfiNARY. 

1. This Act may be called " Tbe Indian 
. She~ t.itle.. Merchant Skipping Act, 

) 88(}'' : 
and it shall come into 

force on the first day of • 
June 1880. 

2, In this Act, unless there be something 
JnterpretAtion..clauae. repugnant in the subject 

or cantext,-
11 ship"~ includes every description of vessel 

usod in navigation, not 
propelled by oars : "ehip": 

" mnster" means any person (except a pilot or 
, •• mast.r"· harbour-master) .having 

· . · for the time being the 
charge or control of a ship : 

1
' port 11 in any provision <1f this Act includet:l 

.. pori" also any ra.rt (\fa river;;·· -' 
' cllaunelleading to a pc•rt · 

whirb for the purpt1!lCS of such provisi('ln tln" 
Locnl Governnwnt may, from time to time, hy 
notificntion in tho oflicial G&~Zdte, declare h, h.~ 
included iosuch rort. . 



27 q 

CHAPTER Il 

UNSUWOR'l'BY A.."<D UNSAl'll Sl!IPB, 

SaviDg clanae. 
3. Nothing in this 

chapter contained shall 
apply-:-

( a) to any shi~ belonging to, or hired by,_ H~r 
~Io.jt'sty or the Secretary of State for India 1n 
Council; 

{b) to any ship of less than one ~undr~d and 
fifty tons register employed solei~ m fi~ng ?r 
in plying coastwise between ports Sltuate 1n India 
and Ceylon. 

(c) to any pleasure yacht. 
4 In this chapter, "British Indian ship" means 

· . a ship registered under 
lnterpretahon-clause. Act No. XIX of 1838, 
"British Indian ship": Act No. X of 1841, or 

Act No. XI of 1800, or under any other law 
passed by the ~ov~mor General in ~ounc~ and 
for the time bemg m force for the regu;tration of 
shipa in India; and 

"British ship" includes 
a British Indian ship : , 

' " manner prescribed " means such manner as 
· 'bed" the Local Government, 

"_manner preecn : with the previous sanc-
tion of the Governor General in .Council, may 
from time to time, by rules published in the offi. 
cial Gazette prescribe. _ 
. A ship iS "unseaworthy" within t~e meaning 

, of this chapter when the 
"Uoseaworth7. ' · materials of which she is 

made, her construction, the qualifications of the ' 
master, the number and description of the crew, 
the wei~ht, description and stowage of cargo, the 
tackle, sails, rigging, stores, ballast and other 
equip111ent generally are not such as to render 
her in every respect fit for the proposed voyage 
or service. 

A ship is "unsafe" within the meaning of this 
.. sat , chapter when by reason 

liD e. of the defective condition 
of her hull, eqnipments or maehinery, or by reason 
of overloading or improper loading, she is unfit 
t<> proceed to sea without serious danger to human 
life, having regard to the nature of the service 
for which she is intended. 

Sending 01' taking UnseaAIJIYfth.y Ship to Sea. 

. fl. Every person who sen..Is or attempts to send 
, . a British Ind1an ship to 

Every penon send~ nn· sea in such unseaworthy 
ll"..aworthy ship to sea liable •-t that t1 li" f to pe.Wty. s .... e 1e .eo any 

person is likely to be 
thereby endangered, shall, unless he proves that he 
used alll'e61!onable means to insure her being sent 
to sea in a seaworthy state, or that her going to 
sea in such unseaworthy state w:as under >the cir. 
cums~anc':'S ree:sooable and justifiable, be punisli· 
eJ, w1th 1mpnsonment for a term which may 
extend to su: months or with fine which may 
-;xtend to one thoW:Jand rupees, or with both. 

Every master of a. British Indian ship who 
M WI.' knowingly takes such 

worth/"~tp tom:,. n=.; ship· to sea in such 
to penalt7, unseaworthy state that 

the life of any perliCJn is 

likely to be thereby endangered shall, nnless he 
proves that her going to sea in such unseaworthy 
state w&B under the circumstances reasonable and 
justifiable, be punished with ~mprisonment fo~ a 
term which may extend tc BlX months, or Wlth 
fine which may extend. to one thousand rupees, 
or with both. 

For the purpose of giving such proof, ~ery 
person charged unaer this section may gi:ve €Vl* 
deuce in too same manner as any other Witness~ 

Prosecution to be by, or No prosecution under 
wit.h oolll!eilt of, Local Gov· this section shall be in-, 
ernmenl. stituted except by_, or 
with the consent of, the Local Government. 

Implied Condition of S-Jaworthineas in Oonfr,rct 
· · of Service. . · -

6. In every contract of service, ex}iress or im· 
. plied, between. the owner 

Obligation of owner to. of a British ship and the 
crew ~th respect to sea, master or any seaman 
worthiness. • 

thereof, and m eveyy 
instrument of apprenticeship wher~by any per­
son is bound to serve as an apprentice on board 
any such ship, there shall be implied, notwit~­
standiug any agreement to the contrary, an obli­
gation on the owner that such owner and the 
master, and every agent chargW with the load. 
i!tg of such ship or the preparing thereof for sea, 
or the sendin()' thereof to sea, shall use all rea* 
sonable means to secure the seaworthiness of such 
ship for the voyage at the time when such voyage 
commences, and to keep her in a seaworthy state 
for the voyage during the same : 

Provided that nothing in this. section shall sn b-
. · ject such owner to any 

ProviSO. liability by reason of 
snch ship being sent to sea in an unseaworthy 
state where, owing to special circumstances, the 
so sending her tO sea is reasonable and justifiable. 

Detention ojTJnttafe Ships by the Loool Government. 
7. The Local Government, if it bs reason to 

_ . . ·believe, on complaint or 
ProvlSloD&!. detentton by otherwise, that a British 

Local Gilvernmenl. h' . rt t h' h . s tp m any po o w 1c 
it may from time to tinie specially extend thi,-~ 
section, is unsafe, may provisionally order the 
detention of such ship for the purpose of being 
surveyed. 

A written statement of the gronnds of such de. 
· tention shall be forthwith 

Service of gronnde 011 served on the master of 
~~~a~~ter. . such ship. 

8. When the Local Government provisionr>lly 
Power to appoint enr· orders the detention of a 

veyor, ship, it shall forthwith 
appoint some competf)nt person to survey sut:h 
11h.ip and report thereon, and, on receiving his 
report, mav either order the ship to be t-eleased 

Action on ;._ipt af his or, if in its opinion the 
report. ship is unsafe, may order 
her to be finally detained. · 

An orJer of final detention under this BE>Ction ' 
· may be either absolute or 

. Order of final doten• until the performance of 
iiou. such conditiond with re­
speet to the execution of repairs or altQI'ations, or 
the unloading or reloading of cargo, 1.18 the Local 
?overnment thinks necessary for the protection 
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of human life; and the Local Government may, 
from time to time, vary or adJ. to any such order : 

ProviJed that1 before an order for :final deten­
Servioe of report on tion is made, a. copy of 

master and appeal to Court the report shall be served 
of !'urvey. upon the master of the 
ship, and .~ithin seven days af,..jr su?h service 
the owner or master may appool agru.nst such 
rPport, in the manner prescribed, to the Court 
of Survey (hereinafter mentioned} for the port 

· where the ship is detained. 

~- -Where a ship has been provisionally de-
, . tained and a person has 

Opt10n to. o'lrner or ~u· been appointed under 
_ t.;t of appointmg 81lM>i180r • • h -
to aecomi>ADY surveyor. s,ectton etg t to survey 

- .. such ship, the owner or 
master of the ship, 'at any time before such 
person makes such survey, may require that he 
&h..'lll take with him as assessor such person as 
such owner or master may select, being a person 
named in the list pf assessors prepared under 

_section fifteen, or, if there is no such list1 or if it 
_is impracticable to procure the attelldance of any 
. person named in such list, a person of nautical, 
engineering or other special skill and experi. 
ence i ~nd 

· in such cast', if the surveyor and assessoragree 
· Pr!X'edure 'llrb&re eur- that the ship should be 
wyl)r aod II8Jleii&Or a.gree ; detained or released, the 
LX'al Government shall cause the ship u, be 

· cdained or released ac-cordingly, a.nd the owner 
or master shall have no appeal; 
' l•ut if the su~eyo!' 'and as;;essor differ in their ' 

where they difl'er • report the Local ~rn-
. ment may ~~oCt as 1f the 

n:quisiti<Jn had not been D:)a.de, and tbe owner or 
maEter shall have such appPal touching the re­
J•I)rt of the surveyor as is hereinbefore provided. 

10. Notwitbstatlding anything contained in 
P to f 

,._ _ section eight the Local 
1>wer re et \o ........ rt G 

of Survey. . overnment may at any 
· tirue, when a ship baa 

been provisionally.detnined, instelld of following 
the pi'OC'ednre hereinbofore provided, refer the 
matter to the Conrt uf Survey for the port where 
the ship is detained. 

· Deta;ning.oflicer•, 
11. For the better execution of this chapter, 

Detlining·of!kere. the Local ~overm~tent 
nu•y, from t1me to tim<>, 

nppoint a Fufficient number of fit persons 118 its 
ot!keNJ, and ll!R1 suspend M remove any of them. 

Every ofiioor so appointi'll (hereinafter ref(•rred 
Tbeir pcwartgeneral1

1 
to as a detaining-officer) 

. . ' . shllhave,fortherurpose 
of h111 dutu:s un4er th1s chRpter, tue following 
J~<•wers, (that is to say) :-
. (a) bjl may go on bonrJ any nriti~h ~l1ip and 
may inFpoC't the Mme or any pu.rt thProof, or any 
of the machinery, equipments and cargll on l1011rd 
tht•roof, and may re.1uire ihe onloading or l"t!• 

JUQval of nny 01~rgo, h~•lltu::t or tacklt', not unnL-ces. 
F!lrily dd.'li~1ing pr dl'layin,qo bel' from disC'harg• 
1ug, unlomhng- or proct't-ding on n.ny fOJR~"t'; 

(~) I.e mlly, by summons unJcr Lis llll.nJ, re• 
qmro the lit tt~nJa.n.·e of aU tmch per~uns "' ho 
thiukj fit to c.all bcll!re hiw, IDRY eumiuo eud1 

perSons, and may, by a like summons; requirl) 
returns in writing to any enquiries he thinks £1 
to make; 

(c) he may require and enforce the productio!l 
of all books, papers or documents which he con­
eiders _important; and 

(d) he may· administer oaths, or may, in liefl 
cf administering an oa~ require every {*rson 
examined by him to make and subscribe a de· 
claration of the truth of the statemente. ·made' by 
him in his examination. .. 

12. ·Every detaining-officer shall, in addition 
Their power to order to the powers herein· 

provisiona.l detention and before c~nferred~ hM·e 
•ur"'Y· the same power a.s the 
Local Government has undel' sections seven and 
·eight, respectively, of provisionally orJering .thE:' 
detention of a ship for the purpose of being sur­
veyed, and of appointing a person to survey her ; 
and if he thinks that a ship so detained by him 
is not unsafe, may order her to be rel~sed. 

Every· such officer shall forthwith report to 
the Local Glvernment 

Detainiog·offioer to re· a,ny order made by him 
pon to .Local Go~er!Unent. for the detention" or re1 

lease of a ship. 

. Ofth~ Oourl o_f Sun1eya'll.d of .A.ppeala and 
. P.ejerence8 tl.ereto. 

13. A Court of Survey. for a port shall con~ 
C'.onetitutioo of Court of sist of a Judge sitting 

Sart'ey, . with two assessors. ~ 

h. The Judge shall be a District Judge>, 
Th J d Judge ofa Court of Small 

e u ge. Causes, Presidency Ma. 
gist rate, 'Magistrate of the first class or other fit 

·person appointed in this behalf by the. Local 
Uovernment either generally or for any specifieJ 
case. 

l5. .The assessors shall be persons o£ ns.utic:-.I, 
' engineering or other !lp<>· 

The __,I"'L • cia.! skill and experience. 
· One of them shall be appointed by the Local 
Government either generally or in each case, anti 
the other ahall be sqmmoned by the J udgt>, in th6 
wanner rrt'SCribed, 01]t of a list of persons frow 
time to time prepared for the purpose and pub­
lishl>d by the LIX"'.t.l .Governmen.t .in t?e. <:ffici<ll 
Gazette, or, if thcr(l ')q no such hst, or if 1t u liD• 

practicable to pi'OC'nre the attendance d a.ny 
perso~ nameJ in auch list, sh:J.U bo app0int.:d by 
tho Judge. 

16. Tho Judge shall, 011 ·• recei>ing 'no tic~ (,f 
Jlld,.-t to tummou M· an· appeal or a rdlrt'r:>:A 

.......,.... · from the Local Govt?<ru. 
ment. immediately summon the assessors, in tht> 
m11nnl'P prt'Ocribed, to meet forthwith. 

17, Ev~ry such afpeal 
('.ue t.o b4l board iu open and referenc.'(' shal l,,. 

Court. heard ill Opt'U C\lO.rt. ~ ..... 

18. The J adge and each assessor shall, fv-r tlw 
purposes of this rhnpkr, 

r~_,.. of .fud~ and have the sawe pvwer'! 1>::1 

~._,n. . are by !!t>Cti .. ·u dJv..:n (i.lth 

r~rreJ on a JC"taiuing-officer. 
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· 19. The Judge may appoint any compete~t 
· person to survey the sh1p 

Judge may appoint &Ill'• and report thereon to the 
'"Y""· . Court. · 

<)0 The owner and master of the ship and any 
w ' person appointed by the 

Owner or mut.er may owner or master, and also 
. attond at sumly. · any person appoi~ted by· 
the Local Government, may attend at any mspec­
tion or survey made in exercise or pursuance of 
the powers conferred by section eighteen or 
S<.'Ction nineteen. 

21. The Judge shall have the same power 
as the Local Government 

Powet' of J.udge to detain has to order the ship to 
~· release ahlp. . be released or finally 
detained • but unless one of the assessors concms 
in an ord~r fo; the detention of the ship, the 
~hip shall be released. 

22. The Judge shall report the proceedings of· 
the Court in each case .to . 

Report tg Local Govemo the Local Government in 
tnent b1 Court. the manner prescribed, 

and e!lo(lh assessor shall t>ither sign such report or 
report to the Local Government the reasons for 
b is dissent. 

23. The Local Government may, with the pre~ 
vious sanction of the 

Power of Local Govern· Governor General in 
ment to make rul~ witb Council, from time to 
respect to Conrt of Survey. time make rules to carry 

into effect the provisions of this ~hapter. with 
respect to a. Court of Survey, a.nd m parttcular 
with respect to- . 

(a) the procedure before the Court; 

(b) tlte requiring, on an appeal, of security for 
C(•ots and damages ; 

(~) the amount and application of fees; and 

(d) the Mcertainment, in case of dispute, of 
the proper amount of costs under this chapter. 

Such rules shall be published in the official 
Gazette, a ad shall thereupon have the force of law~ 

• Scienf·ijic Refrrees. 

24. If the Local Government is ol opinion 
. . that an appeai under this 

Power to appotnt ref.,,. chapter involves a question 
t'l hear appelll. f . d , o con~truct10n or es1gn, 
or of scientific difficulty, or important principle, 
it may refer the matter to such one or more out 
of a list of scientific refereE's, to be from time to 
time prepa.red by the Local Government, as mny 
appe11r to possess the special qualifications neces. 
sary for the particular case, and may be selected 
by agreement between the Port officer and the 
!Oppelltlllt, or, in default

1
of any such agreement, 

l.y the Lora! Government; and thereupon tho 
"f'peal "hall be det.ermioed by the referee or re­
{('l"lleS instead of by the Court of Survey. · 

- 7 2;;. The Loeal Government, if the appellant in 
.· anysuchappealsorequirea 

OJ1tion to Appellant to and gives security to ita 
Nl>1111•• rttferee to be ap· sa.tisfactiou to pay the 
f>'Jltlted. costs of and incidental 
to the referencE', shall refer 1nch appeal to a 
tcferet> or referees selected as o.fore~aid, 

tv.-9g 

26. The referee or referees to ~hom an appeal 
· is referred under section 

Referee to have powen of twenty-four or section 
Cotu't of !IU'V6Y• . 

twenty-five shall have 
the same powers as a Judge of the Court of 
Survey. 

Costs of Detenyon and Damages incidental thercio. 

27. If it appears that there was not reason· 
able a.nd probable cause, 

Liability ·of Government by reason of the condi­
for oosta and d!'ID"'lee when tion of the ship or the 

· ship wrongly detamed. act or default of the 

owner. for the provisional detention of a ship, 
the Government shall be liable. to pay to the 
owner of the ship his costs of and incident&] to 
the detention and survey of the ship, and also 
compensation for a.ny loss'or damage sustained by • 
h1m by reason of the detention or survey. 

. 28. lf a ship is finally detained onder this 
. chapter or if it appears 

Liability of shipowner that a ship provisionally 
for costs when ship rightly detained was at the timt• 
detained. of such detention unsafe, . 
the owne~ of the ship shall be liable to pay to 
Government its costs of and incidental 'to the 
detention and survey of the ship; and sut;h cost,; 
shall, without prejudice to any other remedy, be 
recoverable as salvage is recoTera.ble. 

29. For the purposes of this cnaptt>r the cost1:1 
. . of and incidental to any 

What .•ncluded •n eoats proceeding before a Court 
of det.ent10n and survey. f S d o urvey, an a reason-
able amount in respect of t11e remunera.tion of 
the surveyor Qr officer .of the Local Government, 
shall be deemed to be part of the costs of the 
detention and survey of the ship. 

30. When a complaint is made to the Local 
· · Government or a detain-

Pow~ to require from ing-officer that a British 
compla10ant aeC111'1ty for . ship is unsafe, it shall be 
costa, lo, ' in the discretion of such 
Government or officer (as the case may be) to 
require the complainant to give security to the 
satisfaction of such Government or officer for the 

· costs and compensation which such complainant 
may become liable to pay as hE~reinaftcr mentioned. 

Provided that, whe~e the complaint is made by 
one-fourth, being not les~ 

Proviso "' to complaint than three of the seamen 
by one·fonrtll of CTew. b I . • h h' e ongmg to t e s 1p, 
and is not in the opinion of such Governmllnt or 
officer frivolous or vexatious, such Sl'!curity ~hall 
Mt be required i and such Government or officer 
shall, if the complaint is made in sufficient tim<' 
before the sailing of the ship, take. proper stt>p~ 
to ascertain whether the ship ought to be detain-
ed under this cbapt~r. · 

31. Where a ship is detained in consefjuencl' 
of any complaint, and the 

Costa, &:c., payable b:r circumstances a1·e such 
Government McoveraLie th t th G . 
from complainant. . a. e ovo:nment 1~ 

hable under tb1s chapter 
to pay to the owner of the ship any costs or com· 
pt"nsation, the complainant shall be liable to pnv 
to the Government all such costs and cumpensa. 
tion as the Government incurs, or is liable to pay, 
in reepect of the detention and survey of the ~hip, 



Gtain f?orgoes. . :. . • . 
: 32. No c.argo of which '?lore than on~-third 

. . CODSlStS of -any kind of 
~.towage of cargo o( grain' corn rice, paddy, 

gl'&Lil, .11<:. • ~ : ' , . pulse: see~, nuts or nat-
kernels '{hereinafter referred to as grain cargo) 
shall be ca;rried on board any British Indian ship 
unless the same be contained in bags, sacks cr. 
barrels, or secured from shifting by boards or 
bulkheads or otherwise. 

. If the ownet• or mast.er of any ship, or any 

. . • agent of such owner ·who 
Penalty .. for 1mproper · ia · charged with the 

~towa~>cofeu~hcargo. l a· f h h' 
o oo mg o snc s 1p or 

the sending her to Rca., knowingly allows any 
~ain cargo or part of a grain cargo to be shipped . 

•t herein for carriage contrary to the provisions of 
this section, he slw.ll be pnni£hed with fine which· 
may extend to three thousand rupees. · 

·Deck and Load Lines. 

33. Every British Indian ship shall be per-
. · . . manently ·and conspicn-

Markrng of dt'Ck-hnea. ously marked with lines 
of not less than twelve inches in length and one 
inch in brt>adth painted longitudinally on each 
:-ide amidships or as near thereto as is praetica.ble, 
and indicating the position of each deck which is 
hbove water. · 

: ·The upper eclgE! of t:>ach of these lines shall be 
level with the uppE'r side of the deck plank next 
the waterway at the place of marking. The lines 
:-hall be white or yellow on a dark groo.ud- or 
hlack on a light ground. 

. 3l, The mru;ter of every British ship not 
k' f J. ad li being a coasting-vessel 

~tar •ng 0 ' · nee. within the meaning of· 
the Sea Customs Act, 1878, sh:ill, before his ship 
i~ et;t~t,l outwards from any port in British India 
'lpou any voyage, or if tbat is not practicable, as 
soon after fill may be, mark outside upon Ofl.(;h of 
her sid,ls amidship, or as near thereto as is prac·, 
ticnH€', in white or yellow on a dark ground,·or 
iu black on a light ground, a cireulnr disc twelve 
iuclw~ in diameter, with a borizont.ulline eighteen 
inches in length drawn through its centre. 

TI1e ('('ntre of such disc shall indicate the maxi­
mumlontl-line in salt water t-o which it is intended 
to load such ship for that voyage. 

:35. The person applying for entry of any snch 
ship outwards shall ins-. 

St.n.t~ment to C'uBt.•ma. ert, in the form of BJ•plica­
.. m,"'r ID •PI'licatto>n f,~ t ion made to the Cul'toms-
~•MJ (>lltwan.ll ae to p<lll• II . 
t•.,n uf !loa.l·hlle. ro ector, a statement ln 

writin~ (•f tha dit~tanres 
in · ft,'l't and incb~·s betwl'cn the cctJt.re of such 
tlisc and th~ nr•pt>r edge of tach of the line,. in­
•lieating tin• po!!itinn of the llbip'a dt>ck whirh is 
a bore llll<'h rentre: anti if dPfault is ntade in 
~~~·livcring thi~ stut~.-ment, the Cust<lms-collecf.or 
J•lfiJ" refu.~\l to euter tho sl1ip outwarJs. . 

SG. A copy (If this Bbttemrnt sLall he f'Utt>red 
C'<>t•Y oftl,ia et..tfm~nt to in tbr: ftgJ'I'Cin!.'nt with 

l .• emt.t:rl'd in t.he lu~t·ho.·k the crew before it i~ 11ign. 
•~>·I a:;rt.t:•utu~ "•tb the t-d by any nwmbt>r of the 
··r.w. • . rtt•w ; and no shipping. 
wa~tcr l'l11d proert'J \\'Jib the Nlg'Rb"QUICUt of the 
rrcw till tht'> entry is mrultl. 

. · The master shall ent.er a copy of this statement 
in thE!. official log-book (i£ any). 

37. When a. ship has been marked as by 
Shi to be kept marked. se~tion thirty-four re-

P . . , qur~d, she shall be kept 
so marked until she next returns to a port of dis­

' charge in British India or arrives at a port in the 
United Kingdom. · 

38., The master of every· British ship which 
u ,_,_ ·f 

1 
~ .,_ . is a C<Jasti.ng vessel with-

m&rJO.Ulg o oau...=ea 1D • th . f h 
case of coasting vesaela. lU e meamng o t e 

Sea Customs Act, 1878 
shall, pefore proceeding to sea from any port, 
mark outside upon each of her sides amidship, or 
as near thereto as is practicable, in white or yel­
low on a dark ground, or in black on a. light 
gronnd, a circular disc twelve inches in diameter 1 

with a horizontal line eighteen inches in length 
drawn through its centre : . 

The centre of this diSc shall indicate the maxi­
mum load-line in salt-water to which it is intended 
to load the ship, until notice is given of an altera-
tion. . · 

89. He shall also once in every twelve months, 

A al 
... ,A t immediately before the 

nnu D.a..,men as to h h' d 
position of load-line. , t e s 1p procee s to sea, 

send or deliver to d:.e 
CollectOr, 9r other principal officer of Customs Clf 
such port as the Local Government may from 
time.to time appoint on this behalf, a statement 
in writing of the distance in feet and inches bet· 
ween the centre of the disc and the upper edge 
of each of the lines indicating the position of the 
ship's decks which ia above that centre. 

The master, before the ship proceeds to sea after 
any renewal or altemtion of the disc, shall send or . 
deliver t-o the collertor or other· principal officer 
of Customs aforesaid notice in writing of such 
renewal or alt€ration, together with such state- ' 
ment in writing as before mentioned of the dis­
taBce between the eentre of the disc and the upper 
edge of each of the deck-lines. 

If default ia made in sending or delivering any 
notice or statement required by this section to be 
sent or ddivered, the master shall be punished 
with fine which may extend to one thousad 
rupees. · 

40. When a ship has been marked as requir<'J 
Shi to be ke ~ IIW'ked. by llection thirty-eight, 

pa , P • ebe shall be kt>pt so mar-
ked until notice is given of an alteration. 

41. Any master of a ship wbo ntglects. t•J 
rant~e his ship to be 

P ... nalty £tor negl~ting t. ma.rkeJ as by this dtllp· 
mark, for eubau~rgmr JvaJ. · ter required, or to kf't'!1 
liue. her so marked, or wltv 

allows t.l1e Bhip to be so loa(h•d tho.t wht>n iu 
pPrfert ly smooth e.alt-wnter tl1e ct'ntre of the disc 
18 submerged, 

and anv pt'rson who conc('als, removes, alters, 
dl>faCCS Or ob)itt'rntell, Or suffers any J•t'I'S<OU Under 
l1i11 control to conc~al, rc:nove, ah<'r, d~fa.ce Or' 
ol1litt'raro, any of the said mark!!, except in the> 
en•ut of the pnrticulars thcn•by dl'Uoted bt•in~ 
lawfully al~reJ, or excrpt fl•r the }lnrpose d 
l•scnping cnpture l1y an enemy, · 

shall be punitJwd for t>uch such offl'DC~ 11·itb 
fine wh1ch may e.t.tf'nd to oM t.hvuanJ rupel.'s. 
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t2. H any of the marka required· 'by this 
· chapter is in acy respects 

r~nalty on. l!llll!te? loz inaccurato so &.$ t-o be 
b•'''nl! II!JOlea.img mtrlu. }'k l t . )-- _, . th 1 e y n m1s .,...., e 
lJJMtDr of the ship shall be pnniaht>d with fiuo 
.-bich may extend to one thousand rnpoes.. . 

4;3. Tho provU>ions of this chapter as to load­
' . · . Jines shall not apply to 
MVID~ o( 8h!Jl0 marked &hips COming from portS 

10 the \!noted Kongdom. . th U 't-.> K' _ _, 
tn e w..,. m~:;uom 

~tnJ marked with such lines in accordance with " 
the provision11 of tho laws for the time being 
there in force. 

Suppl~mental Provi_sio11s. 

H. The Local Government may· at 'any time, 
. if satisfied that a ship 

ReleMo or ah1p at any _ dotain€'d under this 
! 1me by Loeal Government, . 

, ~ . chapter 1s not unsafe, 
nrdrr her t<> he released either upon or without 
"n.Y conditions. 

45. W'hen under this chapter a ship is au thO.: 
rized or ordered t-o be 

\\'b•• may enforoe deten- detained, . any commis-
n ... n ohh•p. . ed ffi full mon o cer on pay 
in the naval or military service of Her .Majesty, 
·l'~Y commander or first officer of any of Her 
~!.ajc·Jty's Ioilian Government ships, or any 
Port-officer, Harbour-master, Conservat<>r of a 
p<~rt or officer of Customs,, may detain the shlp. 

~~l. If any ship after such detention, or after 
P .

1 1 
ed' service on the master of 

'""" ;~~,?c~e~;!tr.=' •ng to any notice of or order for 
. . ~nch detention proceeds 

t•• sea before she iR released by competent autho­
r,ty, tho m~ter of the ship shall be punished 
wi1h fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupr•:-s. · 

47. When a ship so proooeding to sea takes to 
S(>a, when on board there­

l'en;lty _f •• r CArryinl!' to of in the execution oi 
., .• o'ticer In executton of h' d 
h•• duty. • IS ~ty, any person 

anthonzed under this 
··hapter to detain or survey such' ship, the owner 
1uHl mallter of such ship shall e~~Ch be liable to 
I'·IJ all expenses of and incidental to such person 
!,,,in~ so taken to roea., and shlill also each be 
~·nui;,ht'll with fine which may extend t-o one 
~ huu,auu rupees. 

When any own.::r or ma~ter is convicted of au. 
· ·ff~nt.'e under this iOCtion, the convicting Magis· 
trnte ml'\y inquire inoo and dete:·mine the amount 
payuble on account of expense& by such owner or 
tua.ter uurlor this section, and may direct that the 
"'r.'e ~h<\11 bo recovered from him in manner-pro-

>Jdcd for the recovery of fines. . . 

H. When a ship has been detained under this 
cbaptel', she shall not be 

r>"'"''"'''l •hip n"t to be I .. .> b 
,, IC&~~ed becau.., llrittah I'll· re ea~.,.... Y rea.son of her 
~i,try c!Q!IOd. Briti~h or British Indian ' 

register heing subse-· 
quently d•>seJ. 

kl. For the purpo3es of the survey of a ship 
p,,11.0111 of 1,.,.,,>n autho. undt•r this cha~tet, any 

·:·•·1 t~> ourvey ohtr · J'llll'l!Oll authorized to 
. make the same may gl) on 

L-•arJ tho ship and 111~pect the same, and eTery 

part theTeof, and the machinery, equipment:~ anJ 
cargo, and may Teqnire the unl_oading or removal 
of any cargo, ballast or tackle. 

50. Every Judge, assessor, officer or survey OJ' 
under this chapter shall 

Certain ~ersona to be be deemed to be a public 
d""med pub 0 aena.uts. · servant within the mean-
i~g of the IU:dian Penal Code. 

51. Wher& any order, notice, statement or 
document is requirPd for 

&n:roe -of el'dcr wher:e the purpose of any pro­
~:to~:r~ or re••· vision of this chapter 

' to be served on the 
master o.f a ship, the same 5ha.ll be served, whe;e 
there is no ma.ster, on the owner (){ the ship 
if he resides in the port where the ship is de­
tained, or, if there is no owner residing there, 
on some aO'ent of the owner. residing there ; 
or where s~ch owner or agent is unknown (•t 
cannot be found, a copy of such order, notice, 
statement or document shall be affixed to the 
mast of the !'hlp, and shall thereupon be deemed 
to be duly served. 

52. Any such order, notice, statement or 
· document may be served 

se~~. &c.,, how to be by delivering a copy 
thereof personally to the 

person to be served, or by leaving the samt> at 
his last bl.ace of abode, or,- in tho case of a 
ma~ter, loy leaving it for him on board the ship­
with the person being or appearing to be in com­
mand or charge of the ship. 

. ·• 53. The Local Government may, from time· 
to time, by notification 

· Delegation of 1;1owers in the official Gazette, 
~c. Por$ Commislnoners, delegate either absolutely 

or subject to such eondi­
tions or restrictions 118 it thinks fit, to any body 
of Commissioners or trustees appointed for manag. 
ing the affairs of a po.rt all or any c•f the 
powers, and require the said body to discharg•' 

· all or any of the functions pf a Local Governm~:nt 
under the foregoing sections of this Act, exct:pt 
the powers conferred by section fourteen, the 
power of preparing a list of assessors nuder sec­
tion fifteen and the power of making rules, auJ 
may cancel any such notification. 

While any such notifiration remains in force, 
all costs and dl\mages which would otherwise Le 
recoverable under this Act by orfrom the Govl'rn­
meut shall be recovent.ble in like manner by or 
from such body; and such body shall, notwith­
standing anything to the contrary coutaint>d iu 
any enactment now in forrJ:} credit or pay, as th<l 
CMO may be, the amount of any costs or dama­
ges so recovered' to or from the funds held by 
them in trust &a 11uch body. 

CHAPTER III. 

DISTRESSED SE.UlE:i. 

• 54. Thi~ chapter shall be read w_ith, enJ fjlken 
Ch•rt•r to bt! 111.kOil loll 88 part ·of, A,?t ~o. I uf " 

pll.l't o Act 1 of l&i~. 18.J9 (jttr the am-::>tdmf>if 
, of ·tJ,e law rela.lin:J lo 

Merch11n~ Seamen). 
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But nothing in this ~hapter contained applies 
to seamen or apprentices 

Saving of \>rovisiona of to whom the provision~ 
l\lerchant Shipping Acta, of section 211 of the 
1854 and 1855. 

. . Merchant Shipping Act, 
1854, or section 16 of the .Merchant Shipping 
Act Amendment Act, 1855, apply. 
, In this chapter "local authority11 means such 

1 
al th ·.t ., person as the Local Gov-

." oc !IU ort Y· ernment may, from time 
to time, subjeot to the control of the Governor 
General in Counci~ appoint by name or in Virtue 
of his offici to exercise the powers -conferred, and 
to perform the duties imposed on the local autho­
rity under this chapter. 

Every person so appointed may be s~spended 
or dismissed by the Local 

Power to euspond or Government . which ap· 
dismisa. 

pointed him. 
55. The local authority may, subject to the · 

· rules hereinafter men· 
Relief of distressed t' d ·a f the 

~eamen at Indian ports, ton~ ' proVl e or 
su bststenoe--

(a) of all seamen and apprentices, being Native 
Indian subjects of Her Majesty, who have been 
l'hipwrecke~ discharged or left behind at any 
place in British India, whether from any British 
~>hip employed in the merchant service, or from 
nny of Her Majesty's ships, or who have been 
Pngaged by any person acting either as principal 
nr agent to serve in any ship belonging to any • 
foreign power, or to the snbjeot of any foreign 
i:-itate, and who arc in distress in any such place J 
and 
· (b) of all seamen and apprentices not being 

Native Indian subjects who have been shipwreck­
•·rl, discharged or left behin<l at any place in 
British India from any Briti~;h ship, registered 
in British India and who are in distress in any 
r<nrh place, . 

until sueh time as such authorit;y is able to 
provide them with e. passage as heremafter pro• 
'·ided. · 

· M. Subject as aforesaid, the local authority 
may cause such sramen 

Oiatl'f'!llled ~eam~n to be or apprentices to be put 
M'nt homo on hoard British b d l · b 
thip Wl\llting aeanu.•n to on ?Ar some s ~1p e-
m•ke up ita crttw. longmg to any subJect of· 

· lle<r Majesty which is in 
'W!\nt f..{ men to make up its romplement, anJ is 
lH)UfiCl-

, (a) ilt the ca~e of seamen or npprentirN~ who 
are Nutive Indian subjects of Ht•r MajPstyt to 
I bt>i r l10me or to a port in British India noo.r t lleir 
home; 

(b) in the r~~~e of otht>r Dritish s~ame; .or 
nppN'ntict'~,tonnyportin th" Unit~~d Kinguom 
nr the Hriti~h poRst•sl'Oion to whil~h tht>y bolong 
(fl~ tbe C'Me r£~ttuire<~) ; 1\nd 

(() in the ra!lo o£ sPatnen t"'r npprl'nliOf's nl't 
lof'inq a!llbjtll'ts of Her J\fnj<'$ty, to sut•h \'lnoe a!'! 
t~e lnt•al Ru,thority~ suhjl'ct ~o tho c.ontro of the 
( .. lvertulr t•t~lll'ru.lut Oounml, may JU (•ad\ rnso 
ddl.'rlhiM. 

lJi". In tlt·fnult of any suc·h slaip, tlu• lM·nl 

I I f It r h 1 
. authority lllt\f, sul1J. el't 

n • t• an u au~ • i1fl .. • • ' · 
,1!1 bo:mluf any el•ip. ' M afm·t•slud, pronJe 

11u..:h !lt'l\tnt'U Qr nppren~ 

tices With a passage in any·abip (whether BritiHb 
or foreign) bound as aforesaid.. . 

. . 
, · ·58. The local authority shall indorse on tLr-

. agreement of any Briti~h 
· Name a.nd other parti- ship on board of which 
cnlars with repd to sea- any seaman or anprentt' --~ men to be tndorsed on ,, '·"' 
agreement of .British ahip. is sent under section 

, fifty-six or section 
fifty-seven, the name of every person so sent or; 
board thereof, with such partwulars concernin~ 

· the case as the Governor General in Council may 
from time to time by l'Ule prescribe, · 

59. The master of every British ship bound a~ 
aforesaid shall receivt· 

Master of BritiBh ship and afford a passage and 
compelled to convey and b • te t ll 
give subsisteiWe , to such au SIS noe o a seamen 
seamen. , and apprentices whom he 

is required to take ou 
board his ship under the provi!>ions of section 
fifty-siX" or section fifty-seven not exceeding one 
for every fifty tons burden, and shall, during the 
passage, provide every such seaman or apprentice 
with a proper berth or sleeping-place effectually 
protected against sea. and weather: 

60, If the master of any such ship fails ot· 
refuses to receive on 

Penalty Cdr refusing 80 board his ship, or to gi>e 
to do, , b . , . 

. . a passage or su s1stence 
to, or to provide for, any such seaman or ap· 
prentice. contrary to the provisions of section 
fifty-nine, he shall, for ea~h seaman and apprenticf.' 
with respect to whom he so fails or refuses, be 
punished with fine which may extend to onE> 
thousand rupees, orr when be is tried at any place 
beyond the limits of British India, to- tht> 
equivalent of one tho11sand rupees in the currenr.v 
of such place. 

61. When any master of a British ship h1•s 
. . . .. conveyed& seaman orap-

Cond•tiolll ~nder which prentice in excess of the-
~tor may !'laun paymeut. b ('f ) t :l . num er 1 any wan e, 
to make up the complement of his crew to any 
place· in accordance wit.h, the requisition 0f a Joe:.~ I 
authority nnder this chapter, such master shall 
be entitled to be paid by the Secretary of Statt> • 
for India in Council in respect of the suhsistcnc" 
and passaO'e of such seaman or apprentice such 
sum per diem as the Governor Generol in C'vun­
cil from time to time appoints: 

Provided that no pnyment shall be mnde undPt 
this f:lection excopt on the production of tht> 
following dc.cumeutil (that is t.o say) :-
' (a) a certificuta signed by the local antlwr!r.r 
by whose direction such t'leaman or apprentll't' 
was received ou board, specifying the tmme of 
such seaman or 11pt1reutiqe, and the time when h.­
was recei.-ed on bonrJ; and 

{b) a declamtion in writing by such m:l."tt'J 
mn•le an•l verified in w~nuer ht-reinnftt>r proVIded. 
IUl•l stntiug-

(J) the number of days tlm·ing whieh sur~ 
Ft'ftlUIIn ~1r Apprenti\~e r.:<cei\'ed subsi~tcfn<'e lr!",._ 
was providud f,>r o.s afot'e~>t\id on bl\tLrd h1s shtp; 

(2) the numu('r of men nnd bop forming th11 
complt>mcnt of his ('t'i:'W; · 

(3) tl.e number of se;.~mc:m aml. appr~·uti,•<>, 
employt•J on bonrd his ship durmg the ttm• 
such !l'l\lllan ·or appr!'utkl' \1\'fll on board; Mhi · 



( i) rvl"l'Y uriabon (if any) of such number. 

Tbe decla.rntiou requirro by this section shall, 
in the case of a !!hip conveying Xati:a In~~an 
~nbjf'cts of Her Majest,r: ~ .a port m Bt'ltish 
Iodi~. be m~Jt~ LefoTe a :Shtppmg-maswr or such 
other offiet>r as the Lo.:al Government may 
~top point. In other ca.sPs such declaration shall be 
m~de and verified in the same manner as declara­
tions made under section 212 of lhe Merchrult 
Shipping Act, 1354. 
. 62. (11). If any seaman orapprontioe, being 

. . a Native Indian subject 
"."f"" and ·~-of .~· of Her Mn.J'esty and be-

corr ... m ~r~· .,..,... . n 't' h 
t.-ed -.men to be charg- longmg to any nn 1s 
ed on a!'•P to :-"hieh th~y ship, is discharged or left 
beJ.>.ng ID certain oues. behind at any place in 
British India. without full compliance on the part 
of tne ma.ster with all the provisions in that 
behalf of the law for the time being in force, and 
becomE's distressed nnd is relieved under the provi­
.sious of this chapter; or 

(/1) if any such seaman or apprentice,· after 
hanng been enl:,"llged by any perso?- (wheth~r 
acting as principal or agent) to sel"Ve 1n any s.lup 
belonging to any .foreign power or !'<> the snbJi'Ct 
of a.ny fnreign power~ become distressed a.ud 
js relieved a.s aforesaid; or 

(c) if any seaman or apprentice belonging to 
auy British ship, registered in British India, and 
not being a Native Indian subject of Her Majesty, 
is discharged or left behind at any place in British 
India. without full compliance as B.foresaid, and 
beconu.•s distTessed and is relieved as aforesaid, 

the wagea (if any) due to such seaman or 
apprentice, and all expens~ incurred for his 
ISUbsiotence, necessary clothing, conveyance home, . 
and, in case he shoul.l die before reaching home, 
for his buritt.l, shall be a charge upon the 
11hip, whether British or foreign, to which he so 
belonged as aforesaid. • 

63. All such wages and expenses shall be 
recoverable with costs 

Mode of recovering auch either from the master 
wages lolld expe118811. • 

. of such ship or from the 
person who ie owner thereof for the time being, 
or in the case of an engagement for aerrioe in a 
foreign ship, from such master or owner, or from 
the person by whom such engagement was so 
n1ade; in the same ma.nner as other debts due to 
the Secretary of State for India in Council, or in 
the same manner and by the same form and 
llrocesa in which wagl'a due to the seaman ol' 
apprentice would be ~coverable by him. 

64<. The Local Government may, from time 
to time, by notification 

Loc&l Go .. eromen' ma:r in the official 01.zette 
&u\h•m .. pei'IQu to recover th . 'th ' 
~~&me. au onze, m er gene-

rally. or specially, such 
per3ons as it thinks fit to sue for any such wages 
and expenses and recover the same. • 

And every person so authorized elta.ll be en-
: . titled to sne and recover 

' :., ·• ~"oh peno~ to be dee~· accordingly, and shall be ro peroona lillmg a pnbho d . d +.- b 
'otlice.. · eeme "" e a person 

filling a public offil!e 
within tho mooning of the Indian Evidance Act, 
1872, EC'ction 57, clause 7. 

Iv.-9 h ' 
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G:i. When any snch wages nnd .expenses art' 
. due to or 1D respect of 

Board of Trade may re- a seaman or apprentice 
eover llllch &mo~oi f~ mentioned in section 
~:ror owu81' m oertam sixty-two, rlanse(c),they 
_, may, instead of bein~ 
recovered by a person anthorizl'd llDder secti~u 
sixty-four, be recovercd by the Board ,of 'J.'rade 1tl 
ma.uner provided by the Mercha.nt Sh1ppmg Act, 
1854, section 213, and when so rf"Covered shall 
be paid by the snid Board to the Secretary of 
State for India. in Conncil. 

66. hi all proceedings under thi8 chapter, 
whether in India or else­

~ ahall be evidence· where, the production of 
of distress and expenS611 tn• a eertifico.te si!mell by 
curred. o • b the local author1ty y 
which any seaman or appTentice !lamed therein 
"111"&8 relieved, or a.ny expenses were mcurred, under 
this chapter, to the effect that snch seama.n or 
apprentice was in distTess, and that such expenses 
were incurred in respect of such se!illla.n or 
apprentice, shall be sufficient evidence that suclt 
seaman or apprentice was relieved, co~veyed hom~ 
or buried (as the ease may be) at the expense of 
the revenues of India. · 

67. Tbe Governor General in Council may, 
from time to time, make 

PowerofQQvemor·Geoe- rules t<l determine untler 
raJ in Conocil to ·mue what circumstances and 
rulllll. 

Qubject to- what condi-
tions seam€'n or apprentices may be relieved and 
provided with passnges under this chapter and 
generally t-o. carry out the provisions of this 
chapter. 

, All such rules shall be published in t.he Ga~etit> 
of India., and shall thereupon have the force of 
law. · · 

CHAPTER IV. 
SHIP SURVEYORS. 

6& The Local Government may, from timl' 
to time, appoint compe­

~eal Government to ap- tent persons for the pur· 
pomt e:ram1ulm!. f . . h 

· pose o exammmg t et 
qualifications of persons desirous of practising 

. the profession of a ship 
and. to .make mlea ae to sul"Veyor at any port iu 

qn.UIJicatiOu, &c., of •hlp the territories adminis­
ourveyora. 

. . teTed by such Govern· 
ment, and subject to the control of the Governor­
General in Council~ make ruleA-

(a) for the conduct of such examinations and 
the qua.l.ifi<-ations to be required, 

(b) for the grant of C(lrtificates to qualified 
person9, · 

(~) for th9 foes to be paid for such cxamina· 
t-ions nnd certificates, 
· (d) for holding inquiries into charges of incom­
petency and mi~conduct on the part of holden 
of such ceriillcates, and 

(e) for the suspension and cnncelrneut of such 
ccrtificates. . · 

All such rules shall be pu1lisheJ in the 
official Gnzettti, and shall 

Publi~W.o11 of rulea. thereupon have the force 
of law. 
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69. No person 'shall, in any port in which 
there is a. person exe1•cis-

. ~0 person to practise as ing the profession of a 
ah1p. surveyor unless ship surveyor and holding 

· qua.ldied. • d d 
· acert1ficategrante un er 

~ection sixty-eight,· exercise such profession in 
such port. unless he holds 8. certificate granted under 
that section. 

Provided that nothing herein . contained shall 
prevont any person em. 

Su'I'Veyol'll of Lloyd's. ployed by Lloyd's Regis-
aud Veritas, 

. ter of British and Foreign 
Shipping or Blll'eau Veritas from discharging 
lt.UJ of the duties of snch employment, or apply 
t,, any person specially exempted by the Local 
Oovernment from the operation of this section ••. 

70. . Any pet:son exercising the pro~ession, 
. . . · of a ship Blll'Veyor m co~­
! reu.a.!ty for practlSIDg as travention Of the prOVl• 
•lup surveyor Without • f · · t 

· ~ertificate. . stons o sectlon s.tx y • 
nine shall be pun1shed 

with fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, and 
"hall be incapable of maintaining any suit for any 
.fee or rewatd for anything done by him in such 
·exercise of such profession. 

-· 
CHAPTER V. 

RECEIVERS OF WRECK. 

71. In this Chapter u wreck" include8 the 
"Wreck" defined. following whe~ found in 

the sea. or anyt1da.l water 
0r on the shores thereof, that is to say :-
. · goods which have 'been cast into the· sea and 
then sink and remain under water i 

. goods which have been cast or fall into the sea 
and remain floating on the surface; . 

goods which are sunk in the sea, but are attach· 
ed to a floating object in o~dcr that they may be 
found aga.in, 

goods which are th:·own away or abandoned, 
ar.d a vessel abandot~ed without hope' or intention 
d recovery. 

72. Chapter V of the 
l\•p<-al of chapter V of Indian Ports Act, 1875, 

Jo,\ian PortA Aot, lf\1S. and section 5 of Act No. 
XIII' of 1878 (An. Act to pnn.:iJe for the reC<Jvery 
ill Br·it~h 1-tdirt. of wages dr4t to, and ex-penses 
i11CtlrTI'd in respect of, certain s,amen. and ap· 
J'~'lnace.s, (Jtul t.o am~md the Tn<lian .Verclumt 
8hip11ing Act, 1875, <u«l tlte lndittn Po1·ts .tct, 
ISiS) aro lterohy repealed. 

nnt nothing in this clHlpter shall be deemed to 
a.fft'ct f.lodion 40 of tl1e Indian Ports Act, 1875, 
l•r entitle any p<'rson to t'alvage in respect of 
;.ny pr<'perty recovoroJ. by crc<'Jling or swt'Cping 
in co11t 111vcution of that ~ectiNt, 

i.:3. Tl1e Local Governm<'nt may, from time to 
. time, l•y notification in 

Awolntmeut of recelf· the .cr ,._, (' •tt ·'th .-rll. OJJt~liLI t87.( .('1 '\\I 

t.be previous sanction of 
the Gliivern?r ~oncral in Co~ucil, &J1Tll>int such 
f!t>rsons u 1t thmke fit to rccNve and take po~s(•s· 
ttiou of '~''rt•ck and to perform snch dutie11 connt>ct• 
t'U tlwrewith as arc her~intlfter mentionl'<l 

within such local limits as it may from time to 
time prescribe. 

Persons so appointed shall be called receivers 
of wreck. 

74. Any person ftndin~ and taking ~os~ession 

R 1 to be b d b • o any wreck w1thm any 
u es o serve y · 1 11' 't f h' h persons finding wre.Jk. oca.. 1m1 !I or w IC a 

· - recetver of wreck has 
been so appointed, shall as soon as practicable-

( a) if he be the owner thereof, give the re­
if he be the owner ; · ceiy~r of wreck notic~ in 

wntmg of the finding 
thereof and of the marks by which such wreck ia 
distinguish.ed; 

(b) if he be not the o~ner of such :.Week, 
· if he be not the owner, · . deli~er the same to the 

rece1ver of .wreck. 

75. Whenever any wreck is found by the 
receiver of wreck or has 

G?ve!'11JI1ent or. pel'llon been delivered to him in 
finding wreck entitled to d "th h 
a&lvage accor ance Wl t e pro. 

· visions ofsection seventy-
four by any person, not being the owner thereof, 
the Gove1'I1ment or such other person eo delivering 
such wreck, as the c.a.se may be, shall be entitled 
to receive a reasonable sum for salvage, having 
regard to all the circumstances of the ease. 

Any dispute arisi~g concerning the amount 
due under this section 

Disputes oonceruing shall be determined by a 
amount of salvage. • . 

· Magtstra.te, upon apphca-
tion to him for that purpose by either of· the 
disputing parties • 

76: The receiver of wreck shall, on ta'kin~ 
. possession of any wreck, 

Notice to be gtven by publish a. notification, in 
receinr. 

such manner and at surh 
place as the Local Government may from time to 
time prescribe in this behalf, containing a. de. 
scription of the same and the time at which and 
the pl.a.ce where the same was found. 

77. If after the pub. 
Wreck may ill certain lication of such notiriea· 

caaea be •old. tion the wreck is unclaim­
ed, 

or if the pers~n claiming the same fails to pay 
the amount due for salvage and for charges incur­
rod by the receiver of wreck in respect thereof, 

the ~ceiver of wreck may sell such wrE>ck by 
public auction, if 0f a perishable nature, forthwi~b, 
and if not of a perishable nature, at any perwd 
not less than six months after such notification as 
aforesaid. 

78. On the realization of the proceeds· of sucl1 
P ffi1 h l'ed sale, the amount due for 

roc • ow app 1 ' sa.lvage and charges as 
aforesaid, togC'tber with the expenses of the sale, 
shall be dcdoct.ed therefrom, and tlte b1laoC'e 
shall be paiu to the owner of the wreck, or, if 110 

such pen~on appear and claim the ~:tame, shall be 
held 1n deposit for payment, without interost, to 
any person tbercaft('r establishing hia right to 
tho ~~ame. 

Provided that he makes his claim withiu ~·::~e 
year from tho date of tLe we. 



79. Any person lt>mitting to give notice o~ the 
Penalty for failure to give finding of, or to deliver, 

notice of or to deliver, any wreck to the re. 
'W1'8<1k to' the receiver of ceiver of wreck as re­
wreclt. qui red by section seventy­
four shall be punished with fine which may extend 
to one thousand rupees, and in t~e case .of omis· 
sion to deliver any wreck, shall, m addit1on to 
such fine, forfeit all claim to .salvage, and pay 
to the o'Wller of such wreck if the same is 
claimed or if the sante is unclaimed to the Gov· 
ernmeni, a penalty not exceeding twice the 
\Ta.lne of such wreck. 

CHAPTER VI. 

INsPECTION or SHIPS WITB 11J1GA.l!.D TO LIGHT 
· AND FoG-SIGNALS, 

80. Nothing in this chapter contained sha.ll 
· . cl.a apply to any ship belong-

• Savmg use. ing to, or hired by, Her 
Majesty or the Sec:etary of Sta~ for I:.;tdia in 
Council, or belongmg to any formgn Pnnoe or 
State. 

81. The Local Government may, from time 
, to time, appoint •persons 

Appoihtment of iosf.oo- to inspect in any. port, 
ton ot bghta and "!!· ships to which the regula-
lllgnals, • f . l · t10ns or preventmg co • 
lisions at sea, is!IUed under the provisions of the 
Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Act, 1862, 
or any other similar law for the time being in 
force, may apply for the purpose of seeing that 
such ships are properl1 provided with lights and 
with the means of making fog-si~ls, in pursuance 
of such regulations or law, and may suspend or 
remove any person so appointed. · 

Every person so appointed shall in the port for 
which he is appointed have, for the purposes 
of such inspection, the powers given to detain­
ing-officers by section eleven.; 

82. If any such person ti.nck that any ship is 
. not so provided, he shall 

. Notice of deficiency to be give to the master or 
gtven to master or owner . • · · 
by sueh inspecto!l!. OWller not1ce m wntmg 

· pointing out the defi-
ciency, and also what is, in his opinion, requisite 
i u order to remedy the same. 

27 y 

83. · Every notice so given shall be communi-
. cated in such manner as 

Ship not to be cleared by ·the Local Government 
CllatoWB·COllec~r ' till jn. may direct to the Cus­
spector eertllie11 1t 111 proper. , 
ly provided with lights, &c. toms-collector at any porr. 

from which such ship 
may seek to clear ; and no CustOms-collector to 
whom such communication is made shall grant 
such ship a port clearance or allow her to proceed to 
sea without a certificate under the hand of some 
person appointed as aforesaid, to the effect that 
the said ship is properlf provide~ with l,ights and 
with the means of makmg fog-stgnals m pursu­
ance of the said regulations or law. 

CHAPTER VII. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

84. Every offence punishable under chapter II, 
. chapter Til or chapter V 1 

Offenoea triable where may be tried in any dis~ 
offender found, . . . 

, · · tnct or prestdency-town 
in -which the offender U.. found, as well as in any 
district or presidency town in which it might be 
tried under the law relating to criminal procedure 
for the time being in force. 

85. And whereas it is also expedient to provide 
Assessors in oallses of for the . assist~oe of 

salvage &<:. assessors m certalD causes 
· ' in Courts exercising Ad-
' miraltyor Vice-Admiralty jurisdiction; it is hereby 
further enacted as follows :-

In any Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty cause of 
, salvage, towage or collision, the court, whether 
• it be exercising its original or its appellate jurisdic­
. tion, may if it think fit, and upon request of either 
' party to such cause, shall, summon to ita assist-
ance, in such manner as the Court may by· rule, 
from time to time, direct, two competent assessors; 
and such assessors shall attend and assist accord­
,ingly. 

Every such assessor sha.ll receive such fees f<1t · 
· his attendance as the Court by rule prescribes. 
Such fees shall be paid by such of the parties as 

· tbe Court in each case may direct. 

D. FITZPATRICK, 
Secretary to the Govemment of India, 

Leg-illative Department. 
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The folll)wiug Act of the Uo.Jvernor-Oenera.l o£ India in Council received the assent' of His ExcelleneJ 
the Governor-General on the 12th March ~880.t and was promulgated for general informo,tion in the 
Ga::ette of I mlia of the 13th March 1880 :-

Act No. VIII of 1880 . 

..4~ Act to CO'I"l'eet a cle1'ical e'l"l''''' in the Indt!tn Lin~itati•n Jct,1877. 

IN the second echedule to the Indian Limitation Act, 1877, No. 171A, column three, for the wor& 
" The date of the plaintiJrs death," the words "The sixtieth day from the date of the plainti1l"s death "' 
shall be, and be deemed to have always been, substitutetl. 

IV,-9 i 

D. FITZPATRICK, 
&crettlr'IJ to the Gonl!rnment of India, Legislative Dtpa1'f11Ulllt. 


