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~ Separate puying is given to this Pa1·t, in orde1· that it may be filed as a separate compilation. 

PART IV· . . 
ACT S PAS S E D B Y T H E. C 0 V E R N M E H T 0 F I N D I A. 

The following ~ct of . the Governor General ?f 
India in Council rece1ved the assent of His . 
Excellency the Governor General on the 9th 
January 1880, and was .Promulga0d for general 
information in tl1e Gazefte of Iw.1w. on the lOth 
J auuary 1880 :-

Act No. I. of 1880. 

.h Act to confe~ certain powers 01~ Rcli!]iottB 
· Societies. 

W H.iR~AS it is expedient to simplify the man-· 
nerin which certain bodies 

Prlll\mble. of persons associated for 
the purpo<>e of maintaining religious worship may • 
hold property acquired for such purpose, and to 
pro'fide for the diss?lutio!l of such bodies. a:nd 
the adjuutment of the1.r affa1rs and for the ~ects1on 
of certain questions relating to such bod1cs ; It 
is hereby enacted as follows :-

Short title. 

• , tV:: 1. This Act may be~ 
ealled "The Reli9ious 
Societies Act, 188~ : ' 

It shall come into force 
at once ; and · Commencerntnt. 

Local extent. shall extend to tbe 
\\·hole of British India; 

but nothing l\Crein coutaine<l shall apply to 
any llinuu:;, Muhammadans or Buddhist~, or to 
any persons wjlom the Governor General iu 
Council may, from time to time, by nc,titication • 

JV.-1 • 

.. 

in the Gazettt of India., exclude from the opera.. 
tion of this Act. 

'2. When any body of persons associated for 
the purpose of maintain­

Appoin~ment of new ing religions worship has 
trustee m c;u;es not · 'ed h af 
otherwise provided for. acqo~t ,or ere tershall 

acqu1re, any property, 

and such property has been or hereafter shall 
be vest~d in trnst~es in trust for such body, 

. and it becomes necessary to appoint a new 
trustee in the place of or in addition to any .. such 
trustee or any trustee appointed in the manner 
hereinafter prescribeJ, 

. and n~ manner of appointing Su<'h new trustee 
IS prescnbed by any mstrument b,r which such 
property was so vested or by wh~eh the trusts 
on which it is held have been declared, or such 
new trustee cannot for any reason be appointed 
in the manner so prescribed; ~ 

such new trustee· may be appointed in such 
man!Jer ~s !Day be agreed upon ~1y such body, or 

• by a DUI.JOnty of not less than two-thirds of the 
members of such body actually present at the 
meeting at which the appointment is mado. 

3. Every appointment of new trnstt>es under 
.Appoinlmellt under section two shall be rnado 

section 2 to be recorded to appear by some mclllo­
ln 11 m.>morRmlum under rnntlum usder the hatlll 
the haml cf. tho rbnirwan e>f tho chairman for the 
of the me~tlll,;. • time beiu~ of the meeting 
ut which euch ap}X'mtmeut is made. · 



Such memorandum shall b~ in the from aet 
forth in the !lchedule hereto annexed, or as near 
thereto as circumRtances allow,. shall be execut­
ed 1md attested'by two or more credible witnesses 
in the presence of such meeting, and shall be 

. d<.Jemed to be a document of which the registra· 
tion is required by tho Jndian Registration .Act, 

:.1877, section sev_enteen. ' 

.4. When any now trustees have be~n appoint~ 
i • ed, whether in the man­
, Propel'ty to ve~t m ner prescribed by any 

~:bvey!~~~~ee~ Wl'thout . such instrument as afore-
. said or in the manner 

hereinbefore provided, the property· subject to 
the trust shall forthwith, notwithstanding any 
thing contained in any. such histrument, become 
vested, without any conveyance or other assurance, 
in such new trustees and the old continuing trus­
tees jointly, or if there are no old continuing 
trustees, in such new trustees wholly, upon the 
same trusts, and with and subiect to the same 
powers and provisions, as it was vested in the 
old trustees. 

5. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed: 
· to invalidate any appoint-

Savin~ of existing modes ment of new trustees, or of ~ppomtmeut and con. 
veyance.. any conveyance of any 

property, which may .. 
be made as heretofore wa~ by law · borea£ter 

required. 

G. Any number not less than tltree-fifths of 
Provision for dissolu- the members of any such 

- ~io11 of societies. and. ad- body as aforesaid may at 
Jns~ment of then affam. a. meeting convened for 

·· i~o purpose determine that such body shall be 
d1ssolved; and thereupon it shall be dissolved ' 
forthwith1 or at the time then agreed upon ; and 
all necessary steps shall be taken for the disposal 
an~ settlem~nt .0~ .the propertr of such body, its 
cla1ms and hah1libcs, accordmg to the rules of 
such body applicable thereto, if any, and if not 
th~n as such bouy at. such meeting . may deter: 
mlUe: 

.P.rovided that, in the event of any dispute 
m'l~mg among the members of such body, the 
ad~us~mcnt of its affairs shall bo referred to the 
p~nc!pa~ Cour.t of original civil jurislliction of the 
?ts~nct 1n ~rhlCh the chief building of such body · 
~s sttua.t(j l nud t~o Court sho.ll mako such order 

· m tho matter as 1t deems fit. · 

7. if upon the dissolution of any such hody 
t!pon a di!lllolution no thc.re re.mains, aftL•r t~O 

member to receive pro- sat1sfactwn of all 1ts . 
fit. debts nod liabilities; any 

. property whatsoever, the 
flamo sl1nll not be paid to or distributed among 
the members of such body or a~y of them but 
shu.ll}o given to some other. bo?y of pe~sons 
~t~>soCJ~ted for thepnrpose ofnmmt!uuing religious 
worllhtp or somo other religious or charitu.blo 
turpo~o to be clotermiuod by tho '\'otcs of not · 
ess th~n threo.flfths of the members present at 

ahmeetmg convened in this behalf, or in default . 
t Gl-eo£ by such Cow·t as lu.at aforesaid. 

8. Nothing in sections six and seven shall be 

8 
. f t . · deemed to affect any provi-

viai:;;n!r~n~~~1~J{a~· ~ion contained in any 
• mstrument for the dissolu- · 

tion M such body, or for the payment or distri-
bution of such propr.rty. · 

. , I 

9. When any question arises, ei~er in con. 
·Questions may be Iiection with the matters 

submitted to High hereinbef{)re referred to 
Cou1·t. ; or otherwise, as t~ 
whether any perlm IS a member of any such body 

· as af(}resaid, or as to tho validity of any appoint­
ment under this .Act, any person interested in 
such question may apply by petition to the High 
Court for its opinion on such question. A copy 
of such petition shall be served upon, and the 
hearing thereof may be attended by, 'such other 
persons interested in the question as the Court 
thinks fit. · 

Any opinion given by the Court on an applica­
tion under this section shall be deemed to have 
the force of a declaratory decree. · 

The costs of every application undEJr this section 
shall be in the discretion of the Court. 

THE SCHEDULE. 
(See section 3.) 

Memorandum of theappointmentof new trustees 
of the (describe the ehut·ch, chapel or other buildtngs 
and p1·opel'ty) situate 
u.t 1t1 llll:ltlting duly convened and held for that 
purpose ( in the t,estry of the saitl ) on the 

day of 18 , .A, B. 
of Chairman. 

Names and descriptions of all the trustees on 
the constitution or last appointment of trustees 
made the day of 

(here insert tlte sam.e). 

Na.mes and de~criptions of all the trustees in 
. whoin the said (chapel and property) now become 
legally vested. 

• Fi,·Bt.-9ld continuing trust-ee~ :-

"' (here iMcrt the Bam c). • 

Sccond.-New trustees now chosen and ap­
t;>oint~:-

· (1ter~ insert the same). 
Dated this d~ty of .• 

Signed by the said A..B.l 
as Chairman of the said 
Meeting, nt and in . the 
presence of the said Mect­
mg on tho day and ~ear , 
aforesaid in the prcsenco 
of- · J 

O.D. 
. E.F. 

]8 

.A. B. 
Cltai7'mal• ojtlte 

said Neetin!J. 

D. FITZPATRICK..' • 
Suy. to tl!IJ Gort. of l11dicr. 

IIOIIJIU: I'IU!fUD At' TU OOVER!UtENt CIUITR4L PREIS, • 

(, 


