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THE 

.j;) ubliliht•d uu ~uthori\lJ .. 

THURSDAY, 19TH AUGUST 1869. 

@" Separate paging is given to tliis Pm·t, i11 order tlwt it ma!J be filed as a srparnt~ compilation. 

PART IV. 
ACTS PASSED BY THE C.OVERNMENT Of \ND\A. 

The followin~ Act of the Governor General of 
1 ndia in Con net! received the assent of His Excel
lency the Governor General on the 23rd day of 
July 1869, and was promulgated for general inform
ation in the Gazette of lndia of 24th July 1869 :-

Act No. XVI. of 1869. 
An Act to e:cclude the CJrdinm·y Civil Courts from 

the coy11izance of suits ,·elating to land i11 tlte 
Blmla1t Dvars, and for ollter purposes. 

Whereas it js expedient to exclude the ordi
nary Civil Courts from the 

Preamble. cognizance of suits relating 
to immoveable property, revenue, and rent in the 
territory ceded by the Governnient of Bhut!m to 
the British Government in the year 1866 and 
commonly known as the Bhutan Ov:lrs ; And 
whereas certain rules relating to immovt'able pro
perty, revenue and rent in the said territory, and 
contained in the Schedule to this Act have been 
made by the Lieutenant-Governor of Ber1'7nl, and 
it is expedient that such rules ~hould have the force 
of law; It is herl.'by enacted as follows:-

Short Title. 
1. This Act may be 

called" The Bhut:ln D v{trs 
Act, 1869." 

2. The jurisdiction which the ordinary Civil 
Courts of J udicalure have 
hitherto had and exer
cised in respect of suits 
(whether instituted before 

Abolition of Civil Courts' 
jurisdiction as to immo>C• 
abies in the Uv6rs. 

or after the passing of this Act) and other matters 
connected with immoveable property, revenul.', and 
rent in the said territory shall cease. 
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3. S uch jurisdict ion shall be exercised by such 
. . . ofliccrR and within such 

Jn~mhctwu by whom local limits ns the Lie•-
cxcrclscablc. , 1 

tcnant·<~ovcrnor of Benu;, I 
shall from time to time appoint in this behalf. "' 

4. All 01·i~inul suits. and appeals relating to 
Pcnoling •uits ami Immoveable pr?perty, r;--

nppcals. venue, or· rent Ill the sa1d 
tcn·itory, now pending in 

the $Uid Civil Court•, shall be transferred to and 
dispo~ed of by such of the ollicet'H uppointcd under· 
section three as the ~aid Lieutenant-Governor· shall 
direct in this behalf. 

All suits and appeals so transferred shall be dis
posed of by the officer to whom they shall have 
been so transferred as if they had been originally 
instituted in or presented to his Court. 

And allappealR hereafter· presented from decrees 
or orders in original suits relating to such property, 
revenue, or rent heretofore instituted slmll (subject to 
the rules of li~ritat.ion which would have been appli
cable thereto tf tlus Act had not been passed) lie to 
such of the said officers as the said Lieutenant
Governor shall direct in thi~ behalf. 

5. The rules contained in the Schcd•Jle to this 

V alidatiou or rules. Act shall he deemed to 
have the force of l11w. 

6. The said Lieutenant-Governor may from 
time to time make ad. 

Power to ruake a•l· 
ditional rulco. ditional rules t·on~itilrnt 

with this Act and the 
Schedule hereto for the guidance of onicerR irt 
matters connected with the enforcement of this 
Act &nd the rules contained in the snid Schedule. 
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Such additional rules shall be published in the 
Calc~tlta Ga::tllt, and shall thereupon have the 
fnrce of lu w. 

SCHEDULE. 

Rults rtluti>lg to immovrablt propn·ty, rtnt and 
,·cve,me i11 tl1e Bhutan JJvars. 

I. At a J'easonable time, before nu,v Officer 
appointed under Section 3 of the Bhutun Dviirs' 
Act, 1869, 8hnfl commence his inquiries in any 
Uevenue Survey Circuit or other convenient tmct 
of country, a notice shall be published in such 
tract culling on nil interested in the S)lits aud mat· 
tera mentioned in Section 2 of the said Act, to 
come forward and advance their claims and protect 
their interests before the said Office1·. 

2. J n the investigation of such suits and m otters 
the said Officer shall be guided by the provisions 
of Uegulntion VII. of 1822, and shall exercise nil 
the powers confeHed upon a Collector making n 
•ettlement ofland revenue by that Ue~ulation and 
nil other llegulutions nnd Acts amending the same, 
in addition to the powers vested in him by these 
rules. 

3. The said Officer shall make a record in such 
form as the Lientenant-Govemo1· may direct, of 
all rights, interests, nnd other matte1·s which he is 
empowered .by these rules to investigate, ascertaiu, 
and detcrmme. 

4. The said Officer shall ascertain the position 
as to rights and interests connected with the soil 
which each person bona fitle occupied before the 
state of things wns aAected by the Bhutan wur, 
und, subject to due a·egard fm· cousid~rations of 
public policy, confirm him in that position: he 
shall take cognizance of, and decide, all disputes, 
couAictiug cloim$, ai1d doubtful questions which 
then existed : Pro1•ided that he shall not take 
cogui~ance of any ri~ht oa· interest which, be
ing ca11able of exercise or assertion withiu twetve 
yeurs before the date on whid1 the Bhutan Dvnrs 
were ll'llnsferred to the British Govemment., had 
not been ext>rciscd or a~Sl'J'led during the period. 

5. As soon as the record uf rights for any trnct 
as mentioned in U.ulc 3 is completed, the suid 
Officer shall cause it to be publisht>d in the tract, 
and u ~econd copy shall l>e open for inspection at 
his Office, of which fact due notice shall be given. 

6. Within ontl month of such publication, any 
person who is diseatisfied with any enll·y in the 
record, which has not been adjudicated upon by 
the suid Officer, m~y present a petition to sul'h 

Oflircr, who sh;lll thereupon proceed to try the 
questions in dispute. 

7. Any person aggrieYcd by any decision or 
order of the said Olllcer may appeal by petition to 
the. Conuuis.siuncr of ~lac Divisaon, or to any other 
OllTcer sprcmlly appomted hy the Lieutenant-Go· 
' 'eruor to be a Cnmmissionea· in that behalf: Pro
vide<! that such appeal be presented within three 
uaonths of the date of the decision or order ap· 
Jlealed against, tuoless sulllcient cause for lonaer 
delay. he shown to the sutisfaction of the Comn~s
sioner. 

8. The said Oniccr may, within one month of 
the pnssing of any decision oa· order by him admit 
to rcvie.1v .. tmy such decision or order, and' event
ually amend, 1·ary, or correct the $arne, provided 
t!aat no appeal ha1•e been prefened ll"'ainst sucb 
order or dcci~iou to tiH! appellate a~thority as. 
defined in Rule VII. 

9. The appellnte authority may, within one 
mouth of the passing of any decision or order hy 
such appellate authority on appeal, admit to 
r<>view any ~uch decision or order. 

lO. No aweal shall lie as of Fi"'ht to any 
authurity against any order passed by

0 

the appel
late nuthurity under these rules, but, notwithstand
ing any thin~ to lite contrary in these rules, the 
Lientcuant-Governor of Bet1gal' may, if he think 
fit, niter, vary, or mtnnl any decision or order 
which may have been passed under these rules: 
]>rovidcd that an application in that behalf shall 
have l>een mnde before OJ' within one month. after 
the issue of the notifJcntioJt of confirmation of the 
record undca· flule II. 

ll. When the record of any 1·ircuit or other 
tra~t as mentioned in .Hule 3 shr;ll hav~ been finally 
rcvtsed and amended 111 accordance \\Jth all order~ 
passed by the said Ollicer 01· tile Commissioner of 
the Divi:<ion uncler these nale~. the record shall be 
continued b.y 1111 order of the Commissioner of the 
Division, to be published in the Calcutta Gazelle. 

l:2. F!·om the d_ntc of the publtcati<ltJ of such 
confirmntton, the snad record ~hnll not be varied or 
aile red othenvise than by an ordea· of the Jo,ieu. 
tenant·Go,•entor . undev. Hule 10, and such rP.cord 
~hall ~e cotu·lnsn·e eVJdl'n~e as .to any right, 
!n~t>re.t, or other T~Jatter wluch may be entt>rcd o11 
1t m accordance \VJllt the pro.visions of th<'se rule~. 

'"'lll'rL~:\" STOKES, 

&cretary to tlte Comteil of tlte Govemor General 

for making Laws and Regulations. 
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