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THE 

~n1uhn1J Q5nurrTtmrnt <!Ba~rfft. 
~ u b ·t i li 1t e d b !! ~ n t lt o ri t ll· 

THURSDAY, 12TH .A.UGUS'l' 18GD. 

tT&' Sepamlc P aging is [liven to this Pud, in orclci' that it may bcfl/c(l a.i a Bcpamlrl Oontpilntivu . 

PART IV. 
ACTS PASSED BY THE GOVERNMENT Of lNDlA. 

The following Act of the Gover-nor General of 
India in Council received the assent of His Excel­
lency the Governor General on the 23rd day of 
July I 869, and was promulgated for general inform­
ation in the Gazette of lndiaof24th July 1869:-

Act l'Jo, XVI. of 1869. 
A 11 Act to c:r.cludc the r-rdium·y Civil Courts from 

the cognizance of suit.~ relating to la11d i11 the 
Blmta11 Dvi.trs, and for otltcr zmrposrs. 

Whereas it is expedient to exclude the onli­
nary Civil Courts from the 

l'rcnmble. cognizance of suits relating 
to immoveable property, revenue, nnd rent in the 
territory ceded by the Government of llhutim to 
the British Government in the year 1866 and 
commonly known as the Bhutan Uv:lrs; And 
whereas certain rules relating to immoveable pro­
perty, revenue and rent in the said territory, and 
contained in the Schedule to this Act have been 
made by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and 
it is expedient that such rules should have the force 
of law; It is hereby enacted as follows:-

Short Title. 
1. This Act may be 

called" The Bhutiin Uvnrs 
Act, 1809." 

2. 'rhe jurisdiction which the ordinary Civil 
Courts of J udicaturc have 
hitherto had and exer­
cised in respect of suits 
(whether instituted before 

Abolition of Civil Courts' 
jurisdiction ns to immovc­
ablcs in the n,•l\rs. 

or after the passing of this Act) and othtr matters 
connected with immoveable property, revenue, and 
rent in the said territory shall cease. 
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3. Such jurisdiction shall be exercised by such 
officers and within such 

Ju~is<liction hy whoiD local limits as the Lit-u·· 
cxcre~scablc, tenant-Governor of Oenua I 
Hhall from time to time appoint in this behalf. " 

4. All original suits and appeals relation- to 
•t 1 immoveable property~ I'{'· 

Pending 801 
• ""' v~nur, or rent in the fai·' RPllcals. ·• " 

territory, now pending in 
the said Civil Courts, shall be trnnsferrrd to and 
dispo~ed of by Ruch of the officers appointed under 
section three as the said J"ieutcnant-Governorshall 
direct in this behalf. 

All suits and appeals so trnnsferrt-d -shall be dis­
posed of by the officer to whom they shall hav<· 
been so transferred as if they had been ori"inally 
instituted in or presented to his Court. 

0 

And all appeals hereafter presented from decrees 
or orders in original suits relating to sU<·h property, 
re•·enuc, or rent heretofore instituted shall (sul~Jcct to 
the rules of limitation which would have been appli­
cable thereto if this Act hod not been passed) lie to 
such of the snid officers as the said Lieutenant­
Governor shall direct in this behalf. 

5. The rules contained in the Schedule to this 

Validation of ntlcs. 
J\ ct shall he deemed to 
have the force of law. 

6. The said Lieutenant-Governor may from 
time to time make ad­

Power to make n<l- ditional rules const"stent 
ditional rules. 

with this Act nnd the 
Schedule hereto for the guidance of officers in 
matters cotmectPd with the enforcement of this 
Act and the rules contained in the said Schedule. 
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Sucl1 additional rules slmll be published in the 
Calcutln Ga::tllc, and shall thereupon have the 
force of In w. 

SCHEDULE. 

Rules rclati11g to immoveable proptrty, rent and 
rtvenue i11 the Bhutan Dv6.rs. 

1. At a J•easonable time, before any Officer 
appointed under Section 3 of the Bhutun Dvtlrs' 
Act, 1869, ~hall commence his inquiries in any 
Revenue Survey Circuit or other convenient tract 
of country, a notice shnll be published in such 
tract calling on nil interested in the suits and mat· 
ters mentioned in Section 2 of the said Act, to 
come forward and advance their claims and protect 
their interests bef.:>re· the said Office•·· 

2. [n the investigation of such suits and matters 
the said Officer shall be guided by the provisious 
of Regulation VII. of 1822, and shall exercise nil 
the powers cunferred upon a Colleclo•· lllllkin~ a 
se ttlement oflnnd revenue by thnt U'e~?:ulatio'n and 
'all other Hegulntions and Acts amendingthQ same, 
in addition to the powers vested in him by these 
rules. · 

3. The said Officer shall makl! a record in~ uch 
form as the Licutennut-Govemor mny direct, of 
all right~, interests, and other matters which he is 
empowered by these rules to investigate, ascertain, 
and determine. 

-1. The said Officer shall ascertain the position 
as to rights nnd interests connected with the soi l 
which each person boml {itle occupied before the 
~lute or things was ul\'ectcd by the Bhul(m wur, 
und, ~ubject to due regard for considemtions of 
public policy, confirm him in thut posiliou: he 
shall tuke cog·niznnce of, n,nrl decide, nil disputes, 
<'<HIIiicting cluims, nnd doubtful questions which 
then existed : Provided that he shall not take 
co.rniznnce of uny right Ol' intcres~ ·which, be­
ing capuble or exercise or assertion. ,\•i thin twelve 
ycurs before the date on which the llhutnn Dvilrs 
wen: ti'Rrosferrcd lo the British Govemment, . had 
uo!. been cxl'rci~ed or assl'rted during the period. 

~. i\8 soon us the record of rights for any tract 
as mentioned in Hulc 3 is completed, the said 
Ofliccr shall cnnse it to be published in the tract, 
~ud n Herond cPpy shall be open for iuspection at 
hi~ Office, of which fact due notice shall be .given. 

oi. Within on.: month of sUl·h publication, any 
1'"1 son who is di~entisfied with any entry in the 
record, which hns not been ndjndicnted upon by 
the said Olliccr, l<J preRent u petition to such Olficcr, 

who shall thereupon proceed to try the questions 
in dispute. 

7. Any person aggrieved by any decision or 
order of the said Officer may appeal by petition to 
the Commis.sioner of ~he Division, 01: to any other 
Office•· specmlly appomtcd by the LJeutennnt-Go­
vcrnoJ· to ben Commissioner in that behalf. Pro­
vided that such appeal be p1·esented withi~ three 
months of the dale of the decision or order ap· 
pealed against, unless sufficient cause for longer 
delay be shown to the satisfaction of the Commis­
sioner. 

8. The said Officer may, within one month of 
the passing of nny decision OJ' order by him, admit 
to review any such decision or ordCJ·, and event­
ually amend, vary, or correct the 8amc, prov!d~d 
that no appeal have been preferred against such 
order or decision to the appellate authority as 
defined in Rule VII. 

9. The appellute authority may, within one 
.. ~onth of the passing of nny decision or orde1· by 

such hppellnte authority on appeal, admit tn 
review any ~uch decision or onlc•·· 

10. No uppral shall lie as of right to any 
authority against any order passed by the appel· 
late nnthnrity under these rules, but, notwithstand­
ing imy thing to the contrary in the~e rules, I he 
Licutennnt-Govcmor of Uengnl may, if he think 
fit, alter, vary, or annul any decision or order 
which may have been passed under these rules: 
P1·ovidcd that an application in that behalf shall 
hnve been made belorc o1· within one month after 
the issue of the noti fi cation of' confirmation of the 
record under Uule II. 

II. When the record of nny t•ircuit or other 
tract as mentioned in Hulc 3slmllhave heen finally 
revised and umcnded in accordance "ith all orders 
passed by the said Oflicer OJ'. the Commissioner of 
the Division under these rules, the record shall be 
confirmed by 1111 orde1· of the Commissioner of the 
Division, to be published in the Culcutta Gazette. 

I 2. From 'the date of the publication o£ snch 
confirmation, the said record shall not be varied or 
nllered otherwise than by an order of the Licu­
tenant-Govcmor under Hule 10, and such rP.cord 
shall be conclusive evidence as to any riaht 
interest, or othe1· matter which may be entered o~ 
it in accordance with the provisions of th~se rules. 

\V 1!11'LE\' STOKES, 

Secretary to the Council of tltc Grn•emo1· Gcntral 

for maltiug laws and R egulations. 
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