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PART

Iv.

ACTS PASSED BY THE GOVERNMERNT OF INDIA.

The following Act of the Governor General of
India in Council reccived the assent of His Excel-
lency the Governor General on the 23rd day of
July 1869, and was promulgated for generalinform-
ation in the Gazette of India of 24th July 1869 : —

Act Mo. XZXVI. of 1869.

An Act to exclude the ordinary Civil Courts from
the cognizance of suils relating to land in the
Blutan Duars, and for other purposes.

Whereas it is expedient to exclude the ordi-
navy Civil Courts from the
cognizance of suits relating
to immoveable property, revenue, and rent in the
territory ceded by the Government of Bhutin to
the British Government in the year 1866 and
commonly known as the Bhutdn Dvirs; Aud
whereas certain rules relating to immoveable pro-
perty, revenue and rent in the said territory, and
contained in the Schedule to this Act have been
wade by the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, and
it is expedient that such rules should have the force
of law; It is hereby enacted as follows :—

1. This Act may be
called “ The Bhutin Dvirs
Act, 1869.”

9. The jurisdiction which the ordinary Civil
Courts of Judicature have
hitherto had and exer-
cised in respect of suits
(whether instituted before
or after the passing of this Act) and other matters
connected with immoveable property, revenue, and
rent in the said territory shall cease.
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Abolition of Civil Courts’
jurisdiction as to immove-
ables in the Dvirs.
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3. Such jurisdiction shall be exercised by such
officers and within such
local limits as the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Bengal
shall from time to time appoint in this behalf.
4. All original suits and appeals relating to
immoveable property, re-
venue, or rent in the said
territory, now pending in
the said Civil Courts, shall be transferred to and
disposed of by such of the officers appointed under
section three as the said Lieutenant-Governorshall
direct in this behalf.

All suits and appeals so transferred shall be dis-
posed of by the officer to whom they shall have
been so transferred as if they had been originally
instituted in or presented to his Court.

And all appeals hereafter presented (rom decrees
or orders in original suits relating to such property,
revenue, or rent heretofore instituted shall (subject to
the rules of limitation which would have been appli-
cable thereto if this Act had not been passed) lie to
such of the said officers as the said Lieutenant-
Governor shall direct in this behalf,

5. The rules contained in the Schedule to this
Act shall be deemed to
have the force of law.

6. The said Lieutenant-Governor may from
time to time make ad-
ditional rules consistent
with' this Act and the
Schedule hereto for the guidance of officers in
matters connected with the enforcement of this
Act and the rules contained in the said Schedule.
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Such additional rules shall be published in the

Calcutta Gazetle, and shall thereupon have the,

force of law.

SCHEDULE.

Rules relating to immoveable property, rent and
revenue in the Dhutan Dvars.

I. Ata reasonable time, Lefore any Officer
appointed under Scction 3 of the Bhutén Dvirs’
Act, 1869, shall commence his inquiries in any
Revenue Survey Circuit or other convenient tract
of country, a notice shall be published in such
tract calling on all interested in the suits and mat-
ters mentioned in Section 2 of the said Act, to
come forward and advance their claims and protect
their interests before the said Officer.

2. Inthe investigation of such suits and matters
the said Officer shall be guided by the provisions
of Regulation VII. of 1822, and shall exercise all
the powers conferred upon a Collector making a
settlement ofland revenue by that Regulation and
all other Regulations and Acts amending the same,
inlnddilion to the powers vested in him by these
rules.

3. The said Officer shall make a vecord in such
form as the Lieutenant-Governor may direct, of
all rights, interests, and other matters which he is
empowered by these rules to investigate, ascertain,
and determine.

4, The said Officer shall ascertain the position
as to rights and interests connected with the soil
which each person bond fide occupied before the
state of things was uffected by the Bhutin war,
and, subject to due regard for considerations of
public policy, confirm him in that position: he
shall take cognizance of, and decide, all disputes,
conflicting claims, and doubtful questions which
then existed : Provided that he shall not take
cognizance of any right or interest which, be-
ing capable of exercise or assertion within twelve
yeurs before the date on which the Bhutan Dvirs
were trapsferred to the Biitish Government, had
not been exercised or asserted during the period.

5.  Assoon as the record of rights for any tract
as mentioned in Rule 3 is completed, the said
Officer shall cause it to be published in the tract,
and a second copy shall be open for inspection at
his Office, of which fact due notice shall be given,

6. Within one month of such publication, any
person who is disgatisfied with any entry in the
record, which has not been adjudicated upon by
the said Officer, to present a petition to such Officer,
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who shall thereupon proceed to try the questions
in dispute. !

7. Any person aggrieved by any decision or
ovder of the said Oflicer may appeal by petition to
the Commiissioner of the Division, or to any other
Oflicer specially appointed by the Licutenant-Go-
vernor Lo be a Commissioner in that belalf : Pro-
vided that such appeal be presented within three
months of the date of the decision or order ap-
pealed against, unless suflicient cause for longer
delay be shown to the sutisfaction of the Commis-
sioner.

8. The said Oflicer may, within one month of
the passing of any decision or order by him, admit
to review any such decision or order, and event-
ually amend, vary, or correct the same, provided
that no appeal have been preferred against such
order or decision to the appellate authority as
defined in Rule VII.

9. The appellate authority may, within one
month of the passing of any decision or order by
such appellate authority ou appeal, admit t
review any such decision or order.

10. No appeal shall lic as of right to any
authority agninst any order passed by the appel-
late authovity under these rules, but, notwithstand-
ing any thing to the contrary in these rules, the

Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal may, if he think_-_

fit, alter, vary, or anvul any decision or order
which may have been passed under these rules :
Provided that an application in that behalf shall
have been made before or within one month after
the issue of the notification of confirmation of the
record under Rule 11.

I1. When the record of any circuit or other
tract as mentioned in Rule 3 shall have been finally
revised and amended in accordance with all orders
passed by the said Officer or the Cemmissioner of'
the Division under these rules, the record shall be
confinned by an order of the Commissioner of the
Division, to be published in the Culeutta Gazette.

12, From the date of the publication of such
confirmation, the said record shall not be varied or
altered otherwise than by an order of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor under 1Rule 10, and such record
shall be conclusive evidence as to any right
interest, or other matter which may be entered on
it in accordance with the provisions of these rules,

WinrrLey Stokes,
Secretary to the Council of the Governor General
Jor making Laws and Regulations.
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