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THE 

~nmhal! 0Bnu£tnmrni <ma~rff£. 
l!)ubtislt.ed uu ~utturitu. 

'l'HURSDAY, 5Tu AUGUST 1869. 

lW Sopcmtle Pttg ing is given to thi8 Part, ·in ordci' that ·it may be jilccl as a scpa·mtc Oontpilation. 

PART IV. 
ACTS PASSED BY THE COVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

The following Act of the Go\•emor General of 
India in Council received the assent of llis Excel­
lency the Govcmor Geneml on the 23rd day of 
.July 1869, and was promul~ated for gcneral inform­
ation in the Gazette of lnr.li!t of 24th July 1 86~ :-

Act No. XVI. of 1869. 

All Actlu c~·clude the <>rdinm·y Civil Courts from 
the cognizance of suits TCialiny to land ill the 
B/.utiw D vars, and f or other purposes. 

Whereas it is expedient to exclude the ordi­
nary Ci vil Courts from the 

l'rcnmblc. co" ni1.a nee of suits rclatiuu 
to immoveable properly, l~ nmuc , and rent in th~ 
teoTitory ceded by the Uovcrnmcnt of l.ll:u1fm to 
the British C>ovcrnmcnt in the year 1866 and 
commonly known us the Bhutan l>vao·s; Aud 
whcreas certain rules relating to immoveable pro­
perty, revenue and rent in the ~aid territory, and 
contained in the Schedule to thi s 1\ct have been 
made by the Lieutenant-Govemor of Beugal, and 
it is expedient that such rules ~ho uld have the force 
of law; lt is hereby enacted as follows:-

Slooo1. Title. 
1. This Act may be 

called" The Bhutan U nirs 
Act, 18G9.'' 

2. 'fhe jurisdiction which the ordinary Civil 
Courts of Judicature have 
hitherto had and exer­
cised in respect of suits 
(whether instituted before 

Abolition ofCh·il Courts' 
jurisUict.ion ns to immove­
nbles in the Dnlrs. 

or after the passiug of this Act) and other matters 
connected with immoveable property, revenu<>, and 
rent in the said territory shall cease. 

Jv.-47 

3. S uch jurisdiction shall be exercised by such 
. . . ofilce•·s and within such 

Jn~oschctlon hy whom local limits as tllfl Lieu·· 
cscrcaSCilhlc, ., tenant·Govemor of Bengnl 
~hnll from time to time appoint in this behalf. 

4. All original suits and appeals relatin"' to 
't t immoveable property," re-

l'encling sm 8 anc \'enue, or rent in the sai(l 
nppc:~ls . 

tcnitory, now pending iu 
the said Civil Comls, shall be tran~fcrred to and 
di spo~ed or by such of the oflice1·s appointed under 
section three as the said Lieutenant-Governor shall 
direct in this bclmlf. 

·All suits and appeals so trnnsfcncd shall be di s­
posed of by the o!liccr to whom they shall hnvt• 
been so transfm·ed as if they had been originally 
instituted in or presented to his Court. 

i\ nd all appeals h01·eaftcr presented from decree~ 
or orders in original suits relu 1in~ to su~h prnpcrtv, 
rHennc, or rent heretofore instituted shall (su~1ect f,, 
the rules of limitation which would have been appli­
cable thereto if this Act had not been passed) lie to 
such of the Faid officers us the sui(! Lieutenaut­
{jovernor shall rlircct in this behalf. 

5. The rules contained in the Schedule to this 

Validation of rule•. 
Act shall be deemed to 
have the force of law. 

6. The gaid Lieutenant-Governor rnny from 
l'uwcr to mnkc nd- ti!l~c to time mnk~ nd-

flitionol rules. dt.tlonal . rules constst~nt 
w1th tins Act and the 

Schedule hcrclo for the guidance of ollicers in 
mutters conneclrd with the enforcement of thi~ 
AclDnd the rules contained in the said Schedule. 



Such additional rules shall be published in the 
Calcutta Ga::cttc, and shall thereupon have l he. 
force of Ia w. 

SCHEDULE. 

Rules relating to immoveable prop•rly, rcut aud 
roveuue in the Blmtun ./)vars. 

I. At a reasonable time, uefore any Officer 
appointed under Section 3 of tile !Jhutlin D•••lr;;' 
Act, 1869, shall comm«;nce his inquiries in any 
Revenue Survey Ci•·cuit or othe1· convenientb·,,ct 
of country, a notice shall be published in such 
tract calling on all interested in the suits and mat­
ters mentioned in Section 2 of the said Act, to 
come forward and advance their claims and protect 
their interests before the said Office•·· 

2. fn the investigation of such suits and matters 
tl1o said Officer ahall be guided by the provisious 
of Regulation VII. of 1822, and shall exercise nil 
the po1vers conferred upon a Collector making a 
settlement ofland revenue by that Uegulation aud 
nil other llcgulutions and Acts amending the same, 
in addition to the powers vested in him by these 
rules. 

3. The said Ollicer ~hall make a record in such 
form as the Lieutenant-Govemor may direct, t•f 
all rights, interests, and othet• matters which he is 
empowered .by these rules to investigate, nsccrtaiu, 
and determme. 

4. The said Oflicer shall ascertain the position 
as to rights nnd inte1·ests connected with the soil 
which ench person /Jonci. fi<le occupied before the 
state of things wns ufl'ected by the Bhutnn war, 
and, subject to due rcgnnl lor consid<·•·ntions of 
public policy, confirm him in thnt position: he 
shall tuke cognizance of, and decide, all disputes, 
conflicting clnims, nnd doubtful questions which 
then cxi8ted : Provided that he shall not take 
cogniznnce of any right or interest which, be­
ing cnpublc of e.xercise or assertion within t"elve 
ycurs ut!fore the dnte on whif'11 the Bhutan Dvurs 
;,·ere tmuslcn~d to tloe British Government, hud 
not been ex~rcised or n~serted dming the pcriud. 

5. As Roon us the rf!cord uf rights for nny trad 
us mcntiuncd in II nlc :J is conoplelcd, the ~aid 
OJlicer shall cuuse it tu be published in the t1·uct, 
and 11 ~et•ond copy shull he open for iuspectinn nt 
his Oflicc, of which !net due notice shall be given. 

6. Within Ollt! mouth of sud1 publication, any 
person who is di•sntisfied with nny entry in the 
record, which hoB not been adjudicated upon by 
the said Office•·, to present a petition to such Olficer, 
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who shall thereupon proceed to try tloe questions 
in dispute. • 

7. Any person aggrieved by any decisioon Ol' 
order of I he said OOiccr may appeal by pelition to 
the. Conuui~.si nner of ~he Divisinn, m: to any oth~•· 
Olhccr spec1ally appomted by the LICntcnant-G o­
vernor to be a Cornmissionc1· in thnt bctoa ll': Pro­
vided that ~uch appeal be presented within three 
months of I he dale of the decision or order ap­
pealed agninst, uooless suflit'i ~nt cause fo•· lon o·e r 
delay be shown tu the Shtisfaction of the Comn~s­
sioner. 

!!. The said Olllcer may, within one month 01' 
the passing of any dec isinn o•· order lly him, ad mil. 
to review any sur:h de,·isinu Ol' ordeo·, and event­
ually amend, vary, or co• reel the ~a me, providN! 
that no appeal have been prefcnecl against sud1 
order or d eci ~ion to th•J appell ate authority as 
defined in fiule V JI, 

9. The appellate authority may, within une 
munth of th ~ P"Hsing of any decision 01· onle•· loy 
such appellate aulhority on appeal, admit tr. 
review any Htch decision or ord <· r. 

10. No app~nl shall li e as of ri ~ ht to any 
authnrity ag11iust auy orde1· passed by the appel -
late nuthurity nnde•· these rules, but, notwithstand-
ing any thin~ to the contrary in these rules, 1he 
~ieulcnant-Govemor of Bengal 111?.\:0 if he think........,_. 
1"1t, alte1·, vary, or annnl any dcclSlfln or ordc1· \ 
which may have been passed under these rnlc;; : 
PI'Ovidcd that an application in that IJehalf shall 
have been made before or within one month after 
the issue tof the notifi cation of coulirmatiou of the 
record undc1· ltule II. 

II. When the record of any <·in·uit o1· oth er 
tra~t ns mentioned in .Hulc 3 •luoll hav: been fin a lly 
r~v1 scd and nmended 111 accordance \\ 1th ~II orders 
passed by the said Oflicer nr the Cuounoissioner uf 
the Divi, ion \•llfler these riole~ . 1he record shall Lc 
confinned by an ordc1· or the C OJ mmi"sioner of the 
Division, to be published in the c . .tcutta Ga~cllt·. 

1 '2 . From the dale of the publication oi such 
eonfirmation, the said record •luoll nut be vari ed or 
nll ercd othcrwiHe than l,y au ordeo· ot' the l.i eu­
tcnaut-Govemor under Huln 10, aud such rr.cord 
~hall be C <~lwlusive evid~ucc as to any riglu, 
!u~ercst, or other '!taller which may be ent~red ou 
II m accordance w1th the provi>ions of lh~se rule~. 

\VmTLP.Y STOKEs, 

Secretary to /I.e Council1!( t/,c Govenwr Gentral 

jo1· 11111!1ing lrucs and Regulations. 
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