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THE 

~ublisTtctl uu ~uthoritu. 

WEDNESDAY, 17TH SEPTEMBER 1873. 

E?W Sepamlo pctging is give;~ to this Pw·t, in onlcr that it 11wy be jilecl cts a soparalc cmnpilation.. 

PART V. 
PROCEEDINGS Of THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 

The following Bill, together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
.accompanying it, is published in accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules for the 
Conduct of Business at :Meetings of the Council of His Excellency the Governor of 

Bombay for making Laws a.nd Regulations:-

Bill No. lZ of 1873. 
A Bill to wnencl the Lwa 1·elc,ting to .llerccldw·y OOlces. 

·wm;n.EAS it is expedient to declare and 
amend the law relating to hereditary offi­
.ces, it is hereby enaetecl as follows :-

PAR'l' I.-PltELBUNAllY. 

I.-This Act may be called the '' Bom­
bay H ereditary Offices Act." 

It extends to the Regulation Districts 
and to all villages therein whether alienat­
ed or otherwise. 

It shaH come into force on 
II.-The enactments mentioned in the 

Schedule hereto annexed shall be repealed 
J: to the extent specified in the third column 

of the said Schedule. 
III.-In this Act, unless there be some­

thing repugnant in the subject or context, 
" vVatan" means the moveable or im­

mo\·eable property assigned for providiwr 
remuneration for th~ petformance of th~ 
duty appertaini~g to a Hereditary Office. 

Illusll'ation. 
··:a ri"'ht to take skins of deceased cattle may be the 

_,/ '\?ntan of the village :Mhar. 
v.-84 

"Hereditary Office" means every ofli.ce 
held hereditarily, for the performance of 
duties connected with the administration of 
the land revenue or of the villa~e Police or 
with the settlement of boundanes or othet· 
matters of civil or village administration. 
The expression· includes auch office even 
where the right to demand the aervices 
originally appertaining to it has cea8ed. 

" W atandar" means a p.eJ'!:!On having a 
hereditary beneficial interest in a Wtltau. 
It includes a person adopted by an owner 
of a vVatun or· part of a Watan : Pro­
vided tJu~t in CU::!Cll of adoption made since 
any village caine nuder Government, the 
Government has assented to auch adoption. 

It includes a person claiming by iuhm·i­
tance or adoption as above provided uudtlr 
such adopted person. 

" Officiator" includes a deput.r appoint­
ed under this Act. 

PAnT II.-"VVATA!\'S AXD l'llOFITS Ob' 'V.\'1'.\S.s. 
IV.-No '''atandar shall sell, mortua<•o, 

or otherwise alienate ot· assign any " 7abtn 



. or part thereof to any person not. a vV atan­
dar of the same '\Vatau esta.te Without the 
sanction of Government. 

V.-Wataunssigned as remuneration of 
an officiator and the profits of W a tan so as­
signed shall not be alienated or assigned 
to any person whatever without the sanc­
tion ofGovernment. 

VI.-When it shall appear to th~ Col­
lector that any W atan property reg1stered 
under Section 19 of Regulation XVI. of 
1827, a.nd w~ether assigne~ byGovel'liment 
ns remuneratiOn of the offimator or not, has 
been before the date of this Act coming 
into force alienated from the beneficial pos­
session of the Watandars, it shall be lawful 
for the Collector after recording his reasons 
in writin"' to decree that the profits of such 
W a.tan p~·operty from the date of decree 
shall belong to the vVatanda.rs. 
· VII-If such Wa.tan property be . land, 
it shall be lawful for the Collectot· to as: 
sess it at a rack-rent and the amount so 
assessed shall be considered as the profits. 

VIII.-When it shall appear to the Col-· 
lectot· that any such Vvata.n property· re­
O'istered under Section 19 of Reg. XVI. of 
l827 or under this Act has after the date 

. of this Act coming into force been so 
alienated, it shall be lawful for the Collec · 
tor after recording his reasons in writing 
summarily to resume such property, . or 
to assess it at a rack-rent, aa he may tlunk 
fit, and it shall thence forward be part of 
the Watan in question. · 

IX.-When by decree of any Court 
made before the date of this Act coming 
into force, any land being W a tan, hut not 
heretofore assio-ned as remuneration of the 
officiator, has been given into the owner­
ship or beneficiary posses~ion of any 
person other than as offiCiator for the 
t.ime beino-, it sha.Il be lawful for the 
Collector t~ assess the · said la.nd at a rack­
rent on the determinat.ion of the interest 
declu.red or created by the decree of the 
said Court, if it appears to Govermnent 
that it is expedient so to do in order to 
increase the remuneration of the officin.tor. 
The amount so assessed shn.ll in sLw!J cn.se 
be applied towards such increase. 

X.-W atan assigned as remuneration of 
n.n officiator and the profits of such W at~tn 
are not liable to process of any Civil Court. 

On receipt of a certificato under the 
hand and seal of a. Collector to the eftect 
that certain property designated therein is 
Watan so assigned, the Court shall remove 
n.ny attachment or other process placed on, 
or set aside any sa.le of or afti'lct.ing such 
property or the profits thereofs. · 
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P III Co~fMt:TATIONS OF vVATAXS • ART .- · ' 

XI.-It shall be law.ful f~r.a Coll~~~~r 
for reasons to be stated m wntmg to -
bine two or more hereditary offiqe~ whe­
ther in the same or different villages. 
From the elate of the passing of the ?r~er 
of the Collector, the W atans appertammg 
to such combined hereditary offi.ces s!1all 
be deemed to have become combmecl mto 
one W ata.n estate. 

. . XI.I.-The Collector may, with tl~e co~­
sent of the holders of a W at~n g~:r.en ~n 
writino· relieYe them and their hen·s m 
perpet~'ity of thei1: liability to pe~-f~H·m 
serYice in consideratiOn of such conditiOns 
as to resumption of the Watan or profits 
of the W atan or part of such W atan or 
profits as may be ag~·eed upon by the 
Collector and such holders. 

XIII.-Any such settlement made before· 
the date of this Act coming into force by 
any Collector or other officer acting on 
behalf of Government with the holder ~f 
any Watan shall have the same force as If 
made under this Act. 

Every such settlemen_t 3:s is alluded to 
in Section 12 shall he bmclmg upon both 
Government and the holder or holders of 
the W atan and ~is or their heirs and suc­
cessors. 

The world "holder" includes any sole 
owner or the whole number of joint owners 
or any person dealt with as representatiYe· 
of the persons beneficially interested or 
entered as such in the Goverlllllcnt books 
11.t the time of the settlement. 

XIV.-When a vVa.tan or part t.hereof 
consists of payments of whatever descrip­
tion whether in money_ or kind made by 
J aghirdars, Inamdars, Mewasi. Chiefs, or 
others owning or occupying immoveable 
property wholly or partially free from 
assessment, it shall be lawful for the Col­
lector from time to time to assess the 
amount of such payments recoverable, upon 
an aYeruge of the ten years next preced­
ing . . 

XV.-When a ·watan or part thereof 
consist of a right to levy in money or 'i\. 
kind directly ti·om individuals, it shall ', 
be lawful for the Collector to cause th9, 
natme and extent oi' such right and of the 
duti.e~ to be performed . and the persons, 
fanuhes or classes liable to make 
payment and to perform the duties to 
be defined in writino- by a Punchayet 
of five persons, whe~eof two shall be 
appointed by the villagers, tw~ by the 
vVatandars and one who shall be Sir­
Punch by the ·Collector. The decision 



-shall be in accordance with the opinion 
of the majority of the Punchayet, provided 
that in case the villagers or the W atandars 
fail to nominate members within a reason­
able time to be specified by the Collec­
tor, the Collector shall a.ppoint such mem­
bers as may be required to constitute a 
Punchayet of five. 

Provided also that in case the Punchayet 
do not come to a decision within a reason­
able time to be fixed by the Collector, the 
Collector shall himself pass a decision. 

The decision of the Punchayet or of the 
i: Collector as above provided shall be final 

and binding on all persons or classes named 
in it. 

XVI.-Except a.c; above provided, when 
the profits of a W atan or part thereof are 
of fluctuating amount, or are payable in 
kind, it shall be lawful for the Collector to 
fix the amount payable by or on behalf of 
Government on an average of the past ten 
.years immediately preceding the date of 
this Act coming into force ·as may seem 
just either in kind or money. 

XVI I.-Any such· ~ettlement as is des­
cribed in Sections lit, 15 or 16 of this Act 
made before the date of this Act coming into 
.force by a Collector or other officer of Go­
vernment shall have the same force as if 
made ~nder this Act. 

XVIII.-Settleruents made after this 
Act comes into force, shall be made for 
periods of 
and at the expiry of the said periods it 
shall be lawful for the Collector to again 
fix the amount on the average of the period 
aforesaid ; for further periods of 
years in succession. 

XIX.-Nothing in this Act contained 
shall affect the right of Government to con­
clude any settlement or any lawful condi­
tions which may be agt·eed upon. 
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.PART IV.-CREATION OF NEW \V,\1'ANS. 

·XX.-When a W atan has lapsed from 
long a?eyan·ce or has been confiscn,ted or 
otherwiSe resumed by Government, or when 
a v-,r n.ta.n does not exist, or when the right 
of any per~on or ~am.ily to hold ~ W atan is 
not estabhshed, 1t shall be lawful for Go­
vernment to create . a hereditm:y office and 
to assian as W atan such property of Go­
vermn~nt as to Government may seem fit. 

Such Watan and hereditary office shall 
be subject to all the provisions of this Act, 

- and the W atandars shall exercise the 
· powers and perfo~ the duties conferred 

and imposed by this Act and any other 
Law for the time being in force. 

PART V.-RE)!UNERATION OF 0FFICIATORS. 

XXI.-Subject to the provisions of this 
Act and of any other law for the time be­
ing in force regarding Service Inn.ms, Cash 
allowances and Pensions, it shall be the 
duty of the Collector to fix the annual 
emoluments of officiators appointed under 
the provisions of this Act, and to dil'ect t,he 
payment thereof to the officiators for the 
time being. · 

It shall be lawful for the Collector for 
this purpose to assign a VV' a tau or part 
thereof or the profits of a Watan or part 
thereof towards the emoluments of officia­
tors. 'With the sanction of Government 
the Collector may as occasion a1·ises alter 
the assignment and may increase or dimi­
nish it in value. 

XXII.-All assignments, agreements, 
orders, sales and securities of every kind 
made by the person en titled to any emolu­
ment whatever as officiator in respect of 
any money not payable at or before the 
making thereof on account of any emolu­
ment whatever as officiator or for giving or 
assigning aily future interest therein are 
null and void. 

PART VI.-REPIU:SENTATIVE WATANDARS . 

XXIII.-The duties appertaining to 
any heredi.tary office shall he ]Jerformed by 
representative Watandars or by deputiero as 
hereinafter provided and by no other 
persons. 

XXIV.- It shall be the duty of the Col­
lector to determine what persons shall he 
recocruizecl as rept·esentative vVatandurs for 
the 'l)urpose of this Act, and to register 
their names under the following 1·ules. 

XXV.-\Vhen after enquit·y it appears 
to the Collector that with regard to nuy 
hereditary office it has been customary 
durincr a period of not less than thirty 
years 

0

immediately before the . elate of t.hii> 
Act coming in force for the W atandars or 
some of them to perform the duties in ro­
tation, the cm;toul shall be recognized allll 
coutinued. 

XXV 1. Where the aforesaid custom 
with regard to auy hereditary office has 
existed for a period less than the aforesaid 
period it way be recognized, if the mu;jority 
of the ·w atandat·s interested make w1·itwn 
application to that cfl'ect at the time hefore 
the completion of the register to be pre­
pared by the Collector as herein provided. 

XXV IT.-When after enquiry it appeal-s 
to the Collector that no custom of rotation 
of performance of' the duties of a heredi­
tary office exists, or when application shnll 



not have been made as above provicl~d, the 
aforesaid custom shall not be recogmzed. 

XXVII L-In determining what persons 
shall be recognised as representative vYa­
tandars the Collector shall take into con­
siderati~n the practice heretofore ~bserve~ 
during the period of thirty y~ars nnm~ch­
ately preceding the date of tlns Act comm~ 
into force in appointments to ~he here.ch­
tary office to which the 'VVatau lll questlon 
appertains. 

XXIX. ~If it shall appear to the C?l­
lector that the practice has been to appomt 
a. member of one family only or a. member 
of one distinct branch of a family Qnly, 
the Collector shall re()'ister the name of 
the head of such family

0 

or of such disti~1ct 
branch of a family only as representatiVr;l 
W atandar and no other pers01~. 
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XXX.-If it shall appem• to the Collec. 
tor that the practice h&s been to a.p­
point a member of each of s~v~ral 
fttmilies or of each of several distmct 
branches of families, the Collector shall 
reo·ister the name of the head of each 
ot such families or distinct branches of 
families as representative W'ataudars and 
no other persons. 

Provided that wh~n after investigation 
in writing it shall appea.r to the Collector 
that the interest of any famlly or of any 
distinct branch of a f.'lmily is or has 
become less than one-eighth share of the 
W atan tl1e Collector shall call upon the 
W atai;dars belonging to such family or 
distinct branch to nominate one member 
thereof as representative, and the Collector 
shall re()'istet· as such tho naml3 of the 
person s~ nominated by the majority of 
'rVataudars. This proviso does I).ot apply 
to 1\fatidm: Pateh; in Gujerat, 

XXXI.-On their failure to nominate 
within a reasonable time, not less than thir­
ty days, to be fixed and notified to them by 
the Coll~ctor, he shall hii~1self determine 
what person is the head of the f:unily, t~nd 
shall register the name of such person as 
represe~t~ttive Wat~nclar under the above 
proviso. 

XXXII.-Except as otherwise provided 
in this Act, or in any other law for the time 
being in force r.elati~g to Service Inams, 
Cash allowances and Pensions, the Coliec­
tor shall not recognize, or register us repre­
sentative Watandar any person who is 
not a lineal descendant or descendant by 
adoption sanctioned by Government of 
some person whose name appea.rs in the 
Collector's records on the occasion of a pre­
vious appointment to a hereditary office as 

a sharer in the office, or Watan attached 
thereto. 

XXXIII.- When any representative 
Watandar dies it shall be the duty of the 
villa()'e Police Patel to report the fact t_o 
the Collector : and the Collector sha~, If 
satisfied of the truth of the report, register 
the name of the eldest son or other person 
appearing to be nearest heir of suc.h W at­
andar as representative Vvatandar m ~lace 
of the vY atandar so deceased : Prov1ded 
that a certificate of heirship gr?'nted by a 
competent Court shall unti~ revoked 
or set aside be conchlsive . proof ":t, 
of the facts stated in such certificate. 
When any representative W atandar is ';In~ 
der the a()'e of eighteen years, the guardian 
of tlie mi~or sh<tll exercise all powers and 
perform all duties conferred a11d impose~ 
by this Act. 

PAn.T VII.-RoTATTON PEn.wns OF SERVICE. 

~"\:IV,-In cases to which Sections 
~5 and 26 of this Act apJ?lY the Oolle?tor 
shall determine !j,nc1 register the perwds 
during which each repr·esentative W atandar 
shall a& SllCh be· entitled to perform the 
duties of the hereditary office. For this 
purpose he shall take into consideration : 

The practice here~ofor0 observed ~uring 
the period of .thirty years· Imm~­
~1iately preceedmg the date of thts 
Act caminO' into force as regards 
order and terms of rotation; 

The entries in the Collector's or village 
· books ·as to the proportions in which 

the W ata.u of the office in question 
is enjoyed by the severq.l families or 
c1 is tinct branches ; 

The state]l1ents of th!'l r!lpres~nt3ttive 
w· ataudars as to the al;>ove matte~s, 
and any agreei11ents which they may 
have executed among theq~~elves: and 
any such statements or agreements 
made by their ancestors or other 
persons under whom they inherit. 

Pwvidecl that in no c~se shall the period 
during which the represent..'ltive W atandar 
is entitled to pe1•form the duties of the 
o!:fice be fi~ecl at less thau ten years, nor in 
the case provid!3d fol' iu Section ~6 less ~ 
than for life. · · · , 

Pt·oviued Ul!iO that in the ey~nt qf there- ~ 
pt:es~ntative. W atauda;· ofllciating dying 
wtthm t.be tune fixed, 1~ shall be .Po~npetent 
for the O~llectOI·, ?-uythmg con tamed in t4is 
part n?twithstaudmg·! t~ appo~nt that repre­
s~ntatilve W atandll'r who~e' period of rota­
tiOn come.s next to perform· the duties for 
the . remamde.r o~ the unexpired term or 
dw·mg the mtUOl'lty of the heir of the de. 

J 



Cl.l<lSod \Vatauclar, but not so as to exceed 
the unexpired term. 

XXXV.-This part aucl Parts VI.,X. and 
XI. shall not apply to hereditm·y offices of 
lower degree than P~ttel or Kulkurnee, nor 
to ''''a taus appertaining to such offices. 

P,un• VIII.-INF.ErtiOit Vrr.HGE HEI:EDI­

'l'AIIY On' lOES. 

XXXVI.-'l'his part applies 011ly to he­
r C'ditnq village ol:lices of lower degree than 
that of Patel or'Kulkaruee. 

. ~ XXXVII:-The Collector is empowered, 
;'< Stlbject to the general control of the Re­

>enue Commissioner and Government, 
(ct) To register the names of individual 

W a.tandars as holders of the office or to 
registet· .it as held by the whole body of 
I\' atandars. 

(b) To determine when individual names 
~ro so registered, the rights, duties, and res­
ponsibilities among themselves of the per­
f;Ons so I'egistet·ed; and the mode in which 
they shall be selected to pet:form the clut.ies, 
whethet· oy selection by the Collector or by 
defined rotation, or by election by theW at­
andars or otherwise as ma.y be expedient. 

(c) 'ro require, in cases where the re­
gistration is n:mde in the na.me of the 
whole body of \Vatandars, that they :1p­
point so many .fit persons to pm·form the 
duties as may .to the Collector seem expe­
dient; such appointment to be made with­
in a reasonable time to be previously fixed 
and notified to them by the Collector. In 
. default of such appointment being mado the 
Collectot· may himself appoint. 

(d) To pass order in regard to·appoint­
.meut, remuuerat,ion, pet·iod of service, sus­
pension,. fining up to five Hupees and 
dismissal of persons officiating, the grant 
of leave of absence and other matte1·s of 
discipline not expressly vrovided for by 
this or any other Jaw for the time being iu 
force. 

PAR:r TX.-TrrE REGISTim. 
XXXVIII.-The Collector shall prepare 

and keep a Registet· of all immoveable pro­
, perty and allowances appertaining to here­

.... . ditary offices. 
'The Regist.er shall be in the form which 

"Government may ti·om time to time pre­
scribe. It shall distinguish the lands and 
allowances in consideration whereof liabi­
lity to perform service exists 'from those the 
holdBrs whereof are exempted from service 
by virtue of a settlement made by the au­
thority of Government. 

.XXXIX.-In recording lands and allow­
~ances the holders whereof are exempt from 

service, the Collector shall specify, 
v.-85 

306 

(a.) The n.rea of t.he lands, the Survey 
number and assessment, the quit-rent levi­
able and the net revenue alienated by Go­
vernment. 

(b) 'rhe amount. a11d nature of the cash 
m· othet· allowances and the soui·ce from 
which they are payable. 

(c) 'l'he terms of the settlement undC'I' 
which the exemption is enjoyerl. 

(cl) '.l'hc nn.mes of the p1wtios to such 
settl0ment with Govemment as indicated 
in the Sunnuds isstlecl to them . 

(e) Such ot.her pa1·ticulars as Govern­
ment may f1·om time to time onle1· to he 
recorded. 

XL.-Jn l'ecordiug lands and a.tlowances 
in consideration whe1·eof lia.hility to serve 
still e:Xists, the Collect.ot· shall spPoify, 

(a) 'l'be a1·ea of the lands, the Rm·vey 
Number and Assessment, the quit-t·ent if 
any leviable and the net revenue alienated 
by Government, the amount :md nature of 
the cash Ol' othet· aHowances, the som·ce 
from which they are payable and the land 
and allowances assigned fot· the remunera­
tion of o.fficiatoi·s. 

(b) The names of the representative 
vVatandars and Ute names of the families 
or distinct bt,anches which they ·belong to. 

(c) Whether the service is performed 
in rotation, and if so the ortler in which the 
representative ·w ataudars a1·e bo succeed 
each othe1· and the share possessed by each. 

(d) 'l'ho uumbet· of ofliciators requit·ed 
to perfm·m the duties . 

(e) The uaturo of the settlement of in­
ferior village Vif at:ms refel'l'el1 to in Pm·t 8. 

(/) Such ot1wr particuh•rs as Govern­
ment may f1·om time to time order to be 
recorded. 

XLT.-'l'he Registm· shall be col'l'ected 
or added to on the occasion of any change 
being made in the of'lice or the Yi ~,tan or of 
a new appointment of a represent.at.ivo 
'\"{ atanda.r. 

PAitT X.-OI•'l'ICIA'I'ING WATANHAHS AND 

Dt:l'U'l~II!:S. 
XLII.-Where the practice of service by 

rotation exists, the representative W at~\11· 
dal' according to liis turn as herein before 
provided and elsewhere the sole represen­
tative Watandar shall, on being so reqnir·­
ed by the Collector, either perform tlw 
duties of the hereditary office bim~elf if u 
fit and proper pet·son, or shall appoint. a fit 
and proper person as his Deputy. 

XLII1.-The Collector ma)' determim· 
the number of officiators requll'ed for tlw 
proper performa.nce of the duties of any 
office f1·om timo to time, and for this requil·l'· 



ment may either call upon the r.epl·eseuta.­
t.ivo Wrutandm· nfo1·esaid to appomt a suffi­
cient number of fit and proper persons as 
Deputies or may himself ~~>}~point ns deput.v 
or deputies one OJ' m~re of th~ Wataudars 
registe1·ed as l.Jeueficmlly eut1tlecl to not 
less thn.n one-eighth l:'lt:11'e of the Watau. 

XLIV.-If any r equisition of tho Col­
lector under Sections 42 or 43 of this Act 
it: not compliecl with wit.hin two mouths 
f1·om the d~tte thereof, the CollectOJ' may 
him~:~elf appoint a deputy or deputies. 

XLV.-The Collectot· may refuse to ac­
cept the service of any representative 
WaLandar, otherwise entitled to sm·ve, or of 
auy deputy nominated by him, if the Col­
lector has good reason to believe tlmt such 
\Vata udar, or deputy is unfit by rea,son of 
physical or mental inability, Ol' by reason 
of other employment OJ' cn.lling, to pel'fOI'Ill 
efficiently the duties of the office. 

XLVI.-The CollectoJ' may also ou ac­
count of physical or meutal incompetency, 
remove f1·om office any represental;ive 
\i'{ atand::tr, OJ' ;:my deputy. In such case 
the rep1·esentative ·wat:mdar outitled so 
t;o ·do, may appoint a deputy. 

XLVII.-The Collector may if he set• fit 
allow a second 11omiuatiou of a clep11t" •. v to 
he made iu case of his r ejecting thu 1it·st 
person nominated as deputy. 

XLVliL -The l'epresentati,,e "\\"a tan­
dar, if otherwise entit".led a.nd fit, may !tim­
self perform the duties ·in place of an.v de­
puty removed, 01.' rejected by t-he CollccLot·. 

XLIX.-Wben a J'epresentat,iv <:J Wa tau­
dn.r has been rujected, or J'emoved ou 
account of gra,ve misconduct, the Co llector 
himself ma,y nominate and n.ppoint <t 
deputy. 

L.--No female shall pet·form iu person 
t.he duties of any her·edita,J',Y office, but if a 
repr·esentutiYe IV aLan dar, she may <Lppoint 
a deputy. 

LI.-Du1·iug the suspension of au 
officiating repl'eseutat,ive ·watandar OJ' de­
puty, the du~.ies shall be perfot·med by a 
deput.y appo111tod by the Collector wlwtheJ' 
a \Vatandat• or not. 

LII.-ln all othm· cases f.lxcept as pl'O· 
vided in Section 56 of this Act no st,J·u.nger 
shall be appointed as deputy wh(1thm· by 
the Collectot• or a rept·esentative Wa.t;~udm· 
if the1·e be a \Yat.andar of tho samt• W a.tflllt 
fit and willing to serve. 

LIII.-When the Uollector appoi nt.s a 
deputy, it sbaii be for a torm of five yea.rs. 

When a representative Wataudm· ap­
points a deputy, it shall be fot• a 1{'1'111 not 
less than five yea1·~ or for life: PrO\·ided al-
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ways that tlte term of appointment of 
a deputy shall cease and determine on the 
right of his 1n·incipal ceasing. 

Pt·ovided also that the appointment of a 
deputy on behalf of a minor shall terminate 
with the minority. 

LIV.-In the event of temporary ab­
sence or illness, a representive Watandae 
officiating may arrange with any fit pers?n 
for the temporary conduct of the duttes 
and shall be liable in penalties fo1· the acts 
of the substitute. 

P,uw XL-·PENALTTES. ~\-
LV.-It shall be .lawful for the Collec-· 

tor to punish officiators for misconduct ot· 
neglect of duty by suspe11sion ft·om office 
for a period not exceeding six months, OL' 
by fine not exceeding five Rupees or not 
exceeding the fourth part of the annual 
emolument provided for the officiator. In · 
such cases the order of the Collectm· 
shall be final. 

LVI.-It shall be lawful for the Collec­
tol' in case of malversation, fraud, the wil­
ful framing of incorrect records or other 
grave misconduct of an officiator to remove 
him f1·om office and appoint a deputy, 
selected from the ·w atandm·s ot· uot as to 
the Collector may seem expedient. 

LVII.-Whoever is removed fTom o:llce 
nuder the preceding Section shall be ineli­
gible for re-employment in any Hereditary 
oliiceexcept with the sanction of Govel'llmeut 
and in case he be a representative 'N atan­
clar, and of his period of perfm·minO' the 
duties recmring, the Collector· shall appoint 
a d_eputy under the provisions of Part X. 

LVIII.-When an officiator is convicted 
by auy Cl'iminal Court or by the Collector 
under ~he pro_visions of this part of any 
?ffence m the discharge of his officia,l duties,. 
It shall be lawful for Government to direct 
the forfeitme of the whole or part of the 
W a tan a,nd profits. 

~IX.-All deputies appointed under 
thts Act are subject to the same rules in 
perfo1·mauce of the duties of their offices 
a~d to th~ same penalties except as other: 
WISe PL'.?\:Ld~d as the representative vVatan­
dars. ofli~tatmg·, ~nd in the case specified in 0 
Seotwu n8 of t-Ins Act it shall be la.wful for 
Government to direct the forfeiture of tho 
Watan whether the otliciator guilty of mis­
eonduct be a. \V ataudar or a depu tv. 

.LX.-No order shall be passed under 
tins pa.rt except upon perusal of the judg­
ment of. a Co_u~·t or after investio·ation t·e-
corded m wrttmg. o 

PART XII.-MrsoELLA'NEous. 
LXI,-AI! hereditary officers of wha 

ever denomin t' h 1· b" · . a ron w · ose 1a 1hty to serv3 



has not been commuted are legally bound 
to render such service as bas been custom­
aq or as is required by law. 

LXII.-Allrecords which have been or 
may be prepared by any hereditary officer 
in pursuance of the duties of t.he office, or 
by order of his superior officer or Govern­
ment or the Native Government, are here­
by declared to be the property of Govern­
ment and the Collector is hereby em­
powered to demand their production. 

LXIII.-:-With regard to hereditary 
offices not inferior to that of Patel or .Kul­
kurnee, it is hereby declared that the 
principal Watandars, that is to say, those 
recbgnized by the Collector as entitled to 
not less than one-eighth share in the 1¥ atan 
shall have the privilege of signing the 
abstract of village la.ud and revenues or 
other village papers on which it may be 
customary that they sign. 'l'he above re­
striction as t.o amount of share does not 
apply t.o Matidar Patois in Gujerat. 

PAR'l' XIII.-PllOCEDUHE AND .APPEHS. 
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LXIV.-No order under Part 3 dii·ect­
ing commutation of a \Vata.n or under Pa.rt 
5 assigning t.he emolument of officiators, 
or under Part 6 detet·mining whether a 
custom of rotation exists and what persons 
should be registered as representative 
W atandars OI' under Part 7 determining the 
rotation periods of set·vice, shall be passed 
unless after au im·est.igatiou recoi·ded in 
writing and a proper opportunity afforded 
for tho hearing of claims and the produc­
tion of evidence. 

LXV.-'l'he proceedings of the CollectOI' 
shall be under the general contl'ol of the 
R.eveuue Commissioner appoiutecl uncle!' 
ReO'ulation V. of 1830, OJ' other Law in 
for~e for the time being aud of Govern­
ment. 

LXVI.-rrhe CoEectot· may reqniJ·o any 
investigation under Part 8 of thi: Act, t.o 
be made by a Ma.mlutclm· or Malntlkari, 
but the decillion thereon shall be made by 
the Collector. 

LXVII.-No appeal shall lie fl'om any 
order made unde1· this Act hefo1·e final OI'· 
der, nor in any case not cxpres;;ly provid­
ed in this Act. 

LXVIII.-Except as hm·ein before pro­
vided, an appeal shall lie from evei'Y deci­
sion passed after invest-igation iu \Vl'iting by 
a Collectoi', or by an Assistant Collector, 
or Deputy Collector ompowcrcd under the 
provisions of Bombay Act I. of 1868. 

Such appeal, if fr·orn tho decision of an 
Assistant Collector, or Deputy Collector 
so empowered, shall lie to the Collector, 

and shall be made within sixty days from 
the date of the order appealed against. 

Such appeal, if from the decision of the 
Collector shall lie to the Revenue Com­
missionet:, and shall be made within sixt,y 
days from the date of the order appealed 
against. 

In computing the above periods, the 
time required to prepare a copy of the 
order or decision appea.lecl against shaH he 
excluded. 

LXX.-Every petition of appeal shall 
be accompanied by a copy of the or·der 
or decision appealed against : and it shall 
be competent fer the officer before whom 
the appeal is presented to reject tho appeal 
if on perusal of the petition it appem·s to 
him that there is no sul'ficient wound fol' 
questioning the correctness of the decision, 
or for interfering with the ordet· appealed 
against. · 

LXXI.-Govet·n.ment may call for anu 
examine the record of the pt·oceedings of 
any offi::er fo1· the purpose of satisfying it­
self as to the legality or prop1·iety of any 
order passed, and may reverse or modify 
the order <lS shall seem fit, or if it seem 
necessa1·y, may ot·det· a new enqui1·y. 

I .. XXU.-No order passed under this 
Act shall be subject to the revision of, or 
be liable to be set aside by any Civil OI' 
Crimiual Court. 

LXXHI.-Service of auy notice given 
under this Act shall be deemed to lm \'t• 
been made by the no tice being affixed in 
wri ting to tho wall of the village Chowr·t·~· 
or other public place in t.he village. 

LXXIV.-.All I'ecoveries of profits, as­
sessments, emoluments or penalties uncleJ' 
this Act may be made as provided hy any 
law fo1· the tinie being in force relat.iug to 
the recovet·y of the land revenue. 

LXXV.-Govorument ma.y fl-ame rules 
uot iuconsi. tent with this Act for the 
guidance of its officers in cases not exprcsR­
ly provided for, and m:ty from time to time 
modify OI' J•evoke any such rules. 

LXXVI.-Govel'11mcnt shall have power 
in ea;;es wlrei'e doubt exists to dotet·mino 
what du!ties appertain to any hCI·edil::ll'y 
oflice. 

LXXYII.--~othing in thisActcontairlfld 
shall be deemed to affect Bombay Act Vlll. 
of 1867 or auy other law for the t.ime be­
ing in force, defining the duties andpowct•spf 
village oflioers or imposing penalties fo!' 
mi:;concluct, and. aU refc1'onces in such·lv<'F 
to Act XI. of 1843 shall be taken a§ni a~:~ 
to this Act. 
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SCHEDULE. 

Regulation XVI. of 1827 Sections 19 and 20. 
Regulation V. of 1833, Section 4. 

Act XI. o£ 18<13. The whole Act. 
Bombay Act III. of 1862. The whole Act. 

ST.ATEM:ENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The present Bill is introduced in the place of Bill No. 2 of lS73 which has now been 
withdrawn-to obtain the same objects and for the smne reasons. In its main principle~'< 
it differs but little from the provisions of the Bill withdrawn, but in the phraseology em­
ployed, in the classification of its provisions and ·the armngement of its sections' .it va,rie~ ·r.. 
from and is much cleat·er a.nd more concise than Bill No. 2 of 187:~. 

17th Septembe1· 18.73. 
(Signed) A. ROGERS. 

By onlm· of His Erccellency the Goverrw1· in Gunficil, 

JOl-IN NUGENT, 
Poona, 17th Septembe1· 1873. Acting Under Secretary to Govornmen~ 
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