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THE ··' -.. .... .... , . 
• ' . . "· 0 "!> 

:ll tJ.~ -
:1·~ceived into J .. "~;J . ·• 

~nmhRlJ <IBnnrrumrnf <IBa~rttr. 

SATURDAY, 6Tu SEPTEMBER 1873. 

~ &epa i'(IJC pag1~ng is gi·uen to tlds Part, in m·<lcr that -il1nay be ftlc<l <M a IIIY(Iamtc compil<ttion. 

PART V. 

PROCEEDINGS Of THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 

The following Bill, together with the Stateme11t of Objects and Reasons 
,accompanying it, is published in accordance with Rule 15 of the H.ules for the 
Conduct of Business at Meetings of the Council of His Excellency the Governor of 
Bombay for making Laws and RegulatiOJlS :~ 

Bill No. 11 of 1873. 

A B illjo1· the .Regnlcttion of Jni.ls in the City a.nd P•1·esidency of !3ombay cmd the 
enforcement of discipline the·1·ein. 

W HEitEAS it has become necessary that 

Pronmhlo. 
the law,s relating to 
Jails in th~ City and 

Presidency of Bop.1hay sl~.ould be an}ended ; 
It is enacted as follows :-

I. Rule, Ordinance and Regulation No. 
Ill of 1!;27, Bombay 

Laws rcpc!llcd. Act No. X. of 1862, 
Bombay Act No. IV. of 1865, aQ.d Bom­
bayAct No. V. of1865 Q.re hereby repealed, 

II. The provisions of Act VIII. of 
· • 1856 (an Act for the 

Act VIII, of lS;~G better c.ontrol of the 
3}?plicn~>le to Bomuny Jails within the Pre­
City Ja1ls. 'd . f F t St s1 enc1es o lor · . 
Georo·e and Bombay) are hereby render.ed 
appli~able to all Jails situated in the C1ty 
of Bombay and the supervision of those 
Jails is vested in the Inspector General of 
Prisons . 

.... -79 

III. Nothing in the preceding Section 
shall be held to inter-

Sr.ving of powcnt nnd f' 'th ff' h 
linbilitics of Sheriff. ere WI or n ect t e 

authority or liability 
of the Sheriff of Bombay 1!-nd Superinten­
dent of the Common Jail over and in 
regard to persons committed by the High 
Court, whether in execution of a decree, 01~ 
for contempt of Court or other cause. 

IV. From and after the <late on which 

C 
.. 

1 1 
c. . 

1 
this Act shaH come 

1\'1 mu rmunfl • • h 
J nils established. 1Il to operatiOn t ere 

shall be two c1assea 
of Jails established in the City and Pre­
sidency of Bombay, including Adep and the 
Province of Sind :-

(1.) Civil Jails for the confinement of 
persons committed to prison or custody in 
a Civil Jail, or unde1' process of any Civil 
Court, or b! order of any other Court, in 



cases in which the law directs that persons 
so committed to prison or custody shall be 

.p lilaA'ta the Civil Jail, 

·- ;ruinal Jails, for the execution 
01 1.... _lents under Section 53 of the 
Indian Penal Code (Act XLV, of 1860), 
and for the confinement of persons com­
mitted to custody or imprisonment by 
any Court of criminal jurisdiction, in all 
cases in which the law does not expressly 
direct that such persons shall be confined in 
the Civil Jail. 

V, There shall be a Civil Jail for each 
Dish'ict at the seat of 

A Civil Jail to be nt the District Court 
the scat of each District 'd d, tl 't ] 11• Com·t, and mny be at pro~71 e 1at 1 s 1a 
other plnces, be Ill the power of the 

Govemor in Council 
to establish Civil Ja.ils at. other convenient 
1liaces. 

VI. Except in the City of Bombay 
the Nazir of the Dis­
trict Court or of the 
chief Ci vii Court at 
the place where t-he­
Civil Jail is located 

'l'he N nzit· of the Dis­
trict Court to bo keeper 
oftho Civil Jail nnd to 
hnYe an cstnbliKhment 
under him. 

. shaJI be ex-officio 
keeper of the Civil Jail, and shall be re­
sponsible for the safe custody of the pri­
soners, and for the preservation of clennli­
nes.'> and good order in the Jail and among 
the prisoners, a.nd shall have such estab­
lishment under him as the District Judge, 
with the sanction of the Governor in Coun­
cil, may direct, · 

VII, The Judge or the Assista.nt 

'I'I D" 1 . J ~ Judge of the District 
10 16 l'lct u .. gc to , I · I· l\ 'r ~ 'l 

Yi~it the Civil Jnil m W nc I a :J.O!USSI 
· Civil Ja.il is situated 

shall ''isit snell Civil J a.ilat least once in 
each month, n.nd shall issue such orders 
connected with the economy of the J!Lil, 
tho good management, heu,lth, and accom­
moda.tion of the prisoners, as he may think 
fit. He shaH record the date of his visit, 
and a.ny remarks he may have to make, in 
a book to be (•ailed "the Visitor's Book," 
and shall bring any speci<tl m~ses to the 
special notice of' Goverument. 

VIII. A Medical Officer to be ap­
pointed by the Go­
veruot· in Council 
shall attend the Civil 
Jail, aud shall be 
bound to offer such 
ad vice to the DistJ·ict 

A Medicul Officet' to 
uttcnd the J,.iJ, He· 
medics to be nclmiuiHtcr­
l'd lit the C:IpClUIO of 
Government. 

Judge, or other officer in charge of the 
Civil Jail, as may seem expedient to him 
with regard to the sanitary state of the 
Jail and of the 1n·isoners. I-Ie slulill also 
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administer remedies at the expense of the· 
Government to the sick, provided that no­
thino- contained in this Section shall pre­
vent"' a prisoner in a Civil Jail frOIJ?- employ­
ing any medical ma.n he may thmk fit to 
consult, 

IX, The Civil Jail shall be opened 
daily for the admis-

Straugel's mny be nd- · f th ' 1 · 
mitted to the Civil Jail. S!Oll 0 ose WJS ung 

to visit prisoners from 
9 A.M. till 3 P.M., ancl no stranger shall on 

. any account be allowed to sleep in the Civil ~· 
J~. • 

X. Prisoners in the Civil Jail may 
either mn,ke thei1· 

Subsist-ence of p•·ison· "' 
crs in the Civil Jnil. own arrangements JOr 

their subistence, or 
may, within the amount of subsistence 
money or batta furnished by the party at 
whose suit they are detained, require the 
Nazir or (if confined in the Civil Jail fo1· 
the City of Bombay) the Sheriff to fur­
nish their food :wd other necessaries out 
of the subsistence money fixed for them by 
the Court by which they are committed, 
provided thttt excess in the use of intoxicat­
ing liquors or drugs be strictly prohibited. 
.A Ta.riff of ptices approved by the 
District Judge on the first da.y of each 
month shall be kept in each Mofussil Civil 
Jail and sha.ll be accessible to all the 
prisoners. 

XL ·whenever a prisoner shall die in 
. the Civil Jail, the 

Disposal of t!le ~orpse Nazir or (if such }Jl'i-
of" )Jl'I~OIICI' dymg ILl the b fi l , 
Oivil Jail. soner e con nee m 

the Civil Jail for 
the City of Bombay) the Sherif!:' shall 
immediately report such death to the 
nearest M:agistmte, who shall thereupon 
inquire into the cause of such death, 
and make 11 written report thereon to the 
Inspector General of Prisons, and the 
corpse of bhe prisoner so dying shall, after 
~he Medica.) Officer appointed under Section 
Vlli. of this Act has certified to his cllmth, 
be made over to his friends, or, in fa.ilure 
of their taking bhe corpse, it shall be buried ~ 
at the expense of the Uivil Jttil Fund, as 
hereinafter provided. 

XII. The balance of st~b~isteJ.lce money 
Disposal of subsis- rem<tlllmg lll 1umcl <Lt 

tencc.mnney iu hand on the time of a prison­
a pmoner's death ot· er's death or t·el 
t·clcaso, . ease 

shall be credtted to a 
fund, to be called "the Civil Jail Fund" 
to be expended on the burial of those buri;d 
~t the expens7 of .the F~md, and in procm·­
mg comforts for SlCk pnsoners, 



Criminnl J ails to. ue 
of three kinds. 

(1) Central, 

XIII. Criminal 
J ails shall he of three 
kinds:-
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(2) District, and 
(3) Subordinate. 

XIV. Subordinate Jails may be estab­
lished by order of the 

Subordinnte J ,tils. Governor in Council 
in ::tny p::trt of the country as occltsiou may 
require, mtd m::ty also, ::ts occasion requires, 

- be abolished or removed, from time to time, 
· to other places. 

XV. (}Lcuese lst.-All convicts sentenc­

"
7 hnt persons to be 

c.-.nfincd in District aucl 
S uuordinatc Jail". 

ed bv Criminal Courts 
to periods of imprison­
ment not exceeding 
fourteen days, shall 

be sent to undergo their sentences in the 
District Jail, ur in the Subordinate J ail, 
whichever may be the nearer to the place 
where senteuce is passed upon the convict. 

Otanse 2ntl. . All persons committed by 
Criminal Courts for intermediate custody 
pendiug tl·i ttl betore the Court of Session 
shall be sent to the District Jail. 

XVI. District Ja.ils shall be estab­

District Jail.. 
lished at the seats 
of the Courts of the 

Session J'udges, a.ud may be established 
at the seats of Assistant Judn·es at 
detached Stations, and ~tll convicts ~enten­
ced by the Courts of Session, and all others, 
not . pecially ordered or required by the 
last preceding Clause to be imprisoned in 
another Jail, shall be imprisoned in the 
District J ail. NothinO' however in this 
Section is to be held ~'ts interfering with 
the power of the local Govermum1t, or of 
the Inspector General of Prisons, if special­
ly empowered by Govemment, to direct the 
removal of prisoners from one J ail to 
another, or tu prevent a Ceu tml und a 
District Jail being united in one J ail. 

XVII. Central J~ti ls may be established 
n,t any places the 
Govemor iu Council 

~ ' may hhink fit, a.nd prisoners sh::tll I e seut 
,> to those Jails under such general rules as tho 

povemor in Council may, fl'olll time to t.ime, 
ISSUe. 

Central Jail. 

XVI TI. Subject to the provisions here­
Criminal Jnils to uo inaftcr contained, 

under Superintendents, every Criminal Jail 
to whom the Jailors nrc shall be O'OVerned and 
to be Subordinate. superint~nded by a 
person to be a.ppointed by ordt:lr of the 
Governor iu Council, who shall be called 
the Superintendent of the Ja.il, and to· 
whom the Jailor shall be subordinate. 

XIX. The Superintendent shall be re­
'rhe Superintendent sponsible for the sa~e 

responsible for tho snfo custody of the pn· 
custody of prisoners, soners from the t1me 
nnd for duo execution of they are received into 
wnt'l'tmts. the Jail until they 
a.re discha.rged by lawful a.utlwrity. All 
warra.nts for the commitment of persons 
to custody issued in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 303 of Act X. of 1872 
shall be directed to the Superintendent and 
he shall be responsible for the due execution 
of all warrants and orders regarding pri­
soners and their punishment. 

XX. 'The J ailors of District, Central, 

Appoin tment 
Jailors. 

and Subordinate Jails 
of shall be appointed by 

the Inspector General 
of Prisons, provided that it shall be com­
petent for the Governor in Council to 
decbre, by Notification in the GovcmtnC?If 
Gr.utctle, that certain Officers are e:NJ.Uicio 
Superintendents or Jailors of Subordi­
nate J ails. 

XXI. No Superintendent shall receive 

No Superintendent 
any prisoner into cml­
tody without the war­
rant of a Court or to receive n prisoner 

without wnrrnnt. 
Officer having autho­

rity to commit to prison or custody, or, in 
the case of a prisoner sentenced by Court 
Martial, without an authenticated copy of 
the sentence or orcle1· required by Articles 
87 and 88 of Act XXIX. of 1861, or with­
out the warrant of a Court or Ofllcer hav­
ing authority to transfer a prisoner fi·om 
one Jttil to anothe1·. 

XXII. All clothing and other property 
and money delivered 
with, or touncl upon, 
the person of a crimi­
nal prisoner on his ad­
mission into .Jail, shall 
be taken cha.rge of by 
the Jailor, under such 

Clothing and proper­
ty he longing to n priaou­
Cl' to be t•dten charge 
of by the J ni lol'. Dis· 
posnl of property found 
in possession of prisoner 
after hi~ admission to 
Jail. 

mles for its sate cus­
tody us the Im;pector General of Prisons 
with the sanction of Government may make, 
and the pri.'loncr shall hnve no claim thereto 
until his discharge. Cn the event of the 
prisontr's death while he is undergoina 
hi:> sentence, such property slu~H bo mad~ 
over to whomsoever ho may appoint to 
recuive it, and, failing such appointment, it 
shall bt:l made over to the Civil Court under 
Uhapter II. of Hegulation VIIJ. of A.D. 

1827, as if there were no heir or executor 
competent ot· willing to take possession of 
such property, provided that any property 
or money found in possession of a criminal 
prisoner, at any date subsequent to hi~ 
admission, shall be fo1-feited to Govemme1;1t. 
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XXIII. Such clotliing, bedding, and 
N I I 

. other household arti-
ecessnry c ot ung, . . 

&c., to bo supplied nt cles ~s a1e ~eces~m y 
the expense of Govern· for prisoners Ill Criilll­
ment. nal Jails, shall be 
S11pplied a.t the .expense of Go.vernment by 
the Supermtendent of the J ml, under the 
djrection of the Inspector General of 
PI"isons. 

XXIV. All prisoners confined in Cri­
minal Jails shall be 

Sub~isten.ce. of J;>ri· subsisted at the ex-
sonci'S 111 CJ·,mmnl Jn1ls, f th G · pense o e overn-
ment the allowance, which shall always be 
of fo~d and not of money, being regulated 
by the lnsvect.or Genera.] of Prisons under 
the orders of Government. 

XXV. Male prisoners shall always, 
and in a.ll Jails, be 

Clnssificnt.ion of pri· kept separate from 
sonars. feri1ale prisoJ;Iers, a.ncl 
those sent to ;fail for p•.mishment fro~11 
those sent there 'for safe or intermediate 
custody. Sic~ prisoners slwll always be 
sent to the Jail Hospital, and prisoners 
sent to Hospita.l shall be detained there 
until the Surgeon direct t)1at thqy may "be 
returned to Jail, and with regard to any 
further sub-division of prisoneys, the Jail or 
shall lllttenq to any orders on the sub­
ject that he nuty receive from the SuHerin,~ 
tendent of the Jail, provided that, cousis.­
tently with t!1e objects of tl~is Act, du.c 
care 1s tu.ken in regard to religious preju­
dices, and to protect the trivi.al oft€mder 
from, of necessity, associating with the 
vicious and heinous oft~nder. 
XXV~: Prisoners sentenced to bard 

Prisoners Rcntenced labour, rigorqus il"P­
to hn.rti Inbour, rigorous pri:;;pnment, transpor~ 
imprisonment, &c., runy tn.tiou, penal servitude 
bu secured wit.h fettorH, or death, shaH, at the 
&c., nh tho disorution discretion of the OtH­
of the OffieOJ' iu chn.rge, 
but only when necessa ry cer in chq.rge of th~ 
for mnintenunce of ilis- J a.il, be secured with 
cipl!ne ntul security fetters, haudcufts, or 
agtu~st escap~. f! tocks, it being nuder­
stood that such means of l'estrain£ are to 
be imposed as a necessity only for the 
maintenance of discipline a.tid security 
against the escape of prisoners and not as 
a part of the punishment. The s!).me means 
of restraint may, when it is necessary, be 
applied to other prisoners ; Provided 

p,.o,iJed thp.t Brjti~h 
\lorn subjects sentenced 
to hard liLbom·; rigorous 
imprisonment, &c., Rhnll 
not be Qecured with 
~etters; e~ecpt in 9!1Ses 
of urgent necesait,Y: 

a.Iway~. that British 
born subjects senten~­
ecl to hard labour, ri­
g<\rous· imprisonment, 
penal servitude, · or 
death, shall not be 
secur~q 'with fetter\!, 

~xcepting when it may be: ~rgently neces-

sary so to secure them fo~· the dis?ipline o~ 
the Jail or the preventiOn of VIolent or 
da.ngerous behaviour. 

XXVII. The Ja.ilor shall be careful to 
prevent drunkenness, 

The Jnilor to prcYcnt cramjng, petty thefts, 
misconduct &c., on the ~nd immora.I or dis­
pm·t of prisoners. orderly conduct of any 
sort within the J ail, and to report to the 
Superintendent of the Ja.il all iustanc~s 
of such misconduct, as well as all ]ll'l­
souerE; guilty of disobedience, or· . of . 
yiolent or refractory conduct, or of usmgr" 
insulting or abusive language, or of refus. 
ino- or wilfulll. neglecting . to perform the 
wgrk, or of wilfully rpismann:gi1ig .the work 
allotted to them, or of malmge11ng, or of 
'~ilf~tliy ·dis!lobling themselves, or of the 
bre~ch of a~IJ ~·ules prescribed for the good 
managemeut or ecoP,omy of the Jail. 

XXVIII. '.l;he St~periqtendent of the 
J ai.l, on such report 

Punishment for brcnol\ beino· made to him, 
of Jail discipline. an~ being satisfied of 
the fact, or when any ~;nisconduct of the 
nature described in the p~;·ecedi.ng Section is 
committed OI' occul's in his presence, n;Jay 
punish such misconduct or bi·each of disci­
pline by solitary confinewent for a, period 
110t exceeding seven days, by confine111~nt. 
in tbe stocks i:o~· a period which may extend 
to twelve hours, by penal diet, or by cor­
]lQral p11nislnnent not ex:.ceeding twenty­
five stripes witll a rattan of uot more than 
three-eighths of an inch diameter : Provid­
ed always that corpora.! punishment shaH 
nqt be inflicted OJl a.ny ma.le p~·isoner, unle;;s 
th(l .Medic~} Offi,c('lr of the Jail shall state 
that the prisquer can bea.r it without danger 
to his general h(lalth, aml that such corporal 
punishment §\ha.Ilnot bQ in.f\icted except in 
the prese11ce of the Superintendent of the 
Jail, and that corporal punishment shall 
in no case be inflicted on a.py female pri~ 
f:lOn(lr : Provided also that wlwu penal diet is 
awarded as !l punishmen~ it shall not be 
exteude~l b~yoml 96 consecutive hours n.nd 
it s)lallnot be repeated in the case of the same 
prisoner under an interva.l of seven days. 

XX) X. The Supe~·intendent of the cii 
' .:[at! shall keep a book, . ' 

A "Punitihmeut.Book'\ to be called " the 
to \J(: kopt. · · 

Punishment Book," in ~ 
which shall be recorded the prisoner's name · 
the breach of prisoi1 discipline of which h~ 
\yas guilty, the date on which it was coi11 • 

mittecl, the punislun~nt inflicted, and the 
date of the infliction of such punishment. 

xx;x. Whoever, ~v!thout due permis-
. . swn, 't~.kes or attempts 

Pmu61unent for tnkmg to take or 1· t . d · 
prohibited articles int.o • n 1 O uces 
Jail, &c. or attempts to intro­

duce, or throws or 



a~tempts to throw, into any part of a 
Jail, or gives or attempts to give, or 
permits to be given, to any prisoner 
any article prohibited by the rules to 
be made under this Act, or communicates 
or attempts to communicate with any 
prisoner in any mode contrary to such 
rules, shall be liable to be apprehended and 
brought before a Magistrate, and, on con­
viction, shall be punished with fine, which 
m<ty extend to fifty Rupees, or with im­
prisonment of either description, which may 
extend to two months. 

XXXI. In the case of District and Cen-
. tral J a.ils a M edical 

:rrcntmcnt of sick Officer to be ar)I)Ointed 
pnsonors. . 

by the Governor m 
Council shall attend the Jail, and administer 
remedies to the sick, removing such as 
require it to the Hospital. In the event of 
the Civil Surgeon being appointed under 
Section XVIII. of this Act to be Superin­
tendent of a J ail, he shall himself attend, 
as Medical Officer, and administer remedies 
to the sick. 

XXXII. When a sentence has been fully 
executed, the Superiu­

. Pr?ccdure 011 the ~x· tflndent shaH cause to 
ptrat!On of the term ol n 
prisoner's sentenco. be made over to the 

prisoner the clothing 
ta.keu from him under Section XXII. and 
shall cause to be recei \'ed from b im the cloth­
ing and other articles with which he was 
furni shed at the expense ofthe Government, 
and shaH endorse upon the wrwrant a state­
ment of how it has been executed, and shall 
then discharge the prisoner. The Superin­
t endent of the Jail shall then return the 
warrant with his endorsement thereon to the 
Officer from whom it was received. 

XXXIII. In the presence ofthe Super-

A . , 1 intendant of the Jail, 
pnsonor s persona I h . f" 

property to be rcturnod n.~lC at . t e t11ne ~ · 
to him on his discharge. d1schargmg the pn-

soner, the J ailor shall 
make over to him any other property or 
money he mal' have receh7ed with the 
prisoner or found on him and taken 
charge of, as directed in Section XXII., 
and shall take his receipt for the same; and 

1v· the receipt, countersigned by the Superin­
tendent, shall be deemed to be and is a good 

• acquittance and release from all claims by 
the prisoner or his representatives against 
the Jailor for such property or money. 

XXXIV. When a prisoner is 1·eleased, 
. the Superintendent of 

SubstSt~nce mone;r the Jail may if he 
mny be gtven to n pn· . ' 
!lOner on his discharge. sees sufficwnt, reason, 

grant him a sum of 
v.-80 
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money sufficient for his subsistence until he 
rea.ch his native village, or the place where 
he was apprehended. 

XXXV. No prisoner in a Criminal 
. Jail being in Hospital 

Dtsposnl of prisoner h · . · f 
in Hospit.nl on the ex pi· o~ t e expuat10n o 
ration of his sentence. lus sentence, shall be 

discharged from the 
Hospital, except at his own request, or 
unless the Surgeon certify that he can 
be discharged without end;tngering his life 
or protracting hii! illness; the Superin­
tendent shall explain to him that hill 

·sentence l1as expired, and shall direct all 
resLra.int to be removed, and, on the 
Surgeon reporting the lnte vrisoner con 
valescent n,nd about to leave the HospituJ, 
the Superintendent of the J n.il may grant 
him, if necessary, subsistence awney, as 
provided in the last Section. 

L"'CX VI. If any prisoner shall .die in 

Procedure if n pri­
soner dicH in Jail bcforo 
f111l execution of his scu­
tcnco. 

Jail before full execu­
tion of his sentence, 
the Superintendent 
sb:tll immediately re· 
port such death to the 

nearest l\lagistrate, who shall thereupon 
inquire into the cause of such death, 
and make a written report thereon to 
the Inspector General of ·rrisons, and 
upon such death taking place, the war­
rant shn,ll be returned by the Superinten­
dent to the Officer who issued it, with nn 
endorsement showing how far it had been 
executed, and with a certificate attached to 
it from the Surgeon certifying to the pri­
soner's death. 

XXXVII. If any prisoner make his 

:Escapes. 
escape from Jail, the 
Superintendent shall 

endorse on his warmnt to what extent his 
sentence had been carried out, nnd the date 
of the escape, and shall return the warrant 
to the Officer who issued it, and the wanaut 
and endorsement shaH be proof in every 
Comt that the prisoner was convicted, that 
he underwent the extent of punishment en­
dorsed on the wnrrant, and that he effected 
his escape fi·om confinement on the day 
sta ted. 

XXXVIII. The Inspector General of 

'l'hc T uspcctor General 
of Pri~vn~ mny mo.ku 
rules. 

Prisons shall, from 
time to time, with the 
sanction of Govern­
ment, make such rules 

a,nd orders as may appear neceasary for the 
supervision, employment, custody, clothin~, 
divting, treatment, and classification of pn 
sonars, and for the management of Jails. 
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XXXIX. In the case of M:ofussil Dis­
trict Jails the Magis-

:visitors of District trate of the District, 
J:uls. or his Assistant or 
Deputy, shall, once in e~ery week, visit the 
District Jail and Hospital, to hear com­
plaints, and to see that co~siderations of 
clen.nliness health, and security are attend­
ed to, aud ~proper managei"J?ent m~intain­
ed in all respects. He shn.ll examme the 
Punishment Book, and record his proceed­
inO'S and observations in a book, to he called 
'' fhe Visitor's Book." He shall bring any 
special cases to the speciaJ notice of the 
Inspector General of Prisons, or, if n~ces­
sn.ry, of the Government, a.ud he may chrect 
petitions from pri ·on01·s to G?vernment .to 
be prepared and forwarded. fhe Superm­
teudent of the J ail is hereby required to 
forward to Government all petitions to 
Government frum prisoners under seutencc 
(or undergoing confinement) ill the Jail. 

XL.. Visitors for Central n.nd Sub­

Visiturs of Contrnl 
und SulJOrrlinntc .Jnils, 
and of ,lc.ils in the City 
nf Bombay. 

ordina.te J a.ils n.nd for 
Jn.ils in the City of 
Bombay sha,ll be 
n.ppointed by tlw 
Government, for the 

purpo><c.· contemplnted in the preceding 
Sect.ion, to the pro,·isions of which they 
shall in all rei'pects conform. 

XLI. · Nothin..,. contained in this Act 

C t . 
0 

shall be construed as 
ons ruction. . r . · th tl mter1ermg WI 1e 

power vested in the Governor in Council, 
under Act VIII. of 185G, of control of all 
Jails, and to appoint persons to inspect and 
superintend Jails, and to vest in them such 
power and authority, for the purpose, as to 
the Governor in Council may seem proper. 

XLII. The words " Inspector General 
of Prisons" shall mean 

~·Inspector Goneral of the Officer appointed 
Pnsons. " d l . · un er t 1e provisiOns 
of Section II. of Act VIII. of 185G, to~ 
inspect and superintend the Jails in the 
Bombay Presidency, subject to the orders 
of the Governor in Council. 

XLIII. This Act shall come into ope­
ration three mouths after the publication by 

Commencement of tho the Governor of the 
Act. Prisoners in Jail assent thereto of the 
on commencement of Governor General, 
:t\ct to he held to be and all prisoners in 
m legal custody. Jail at the time this 
Act comes into operation shall, until the r 
expiration of their sentences, be held, what-( 
eYer their sentences may be, to be in legal 
custody, notwithstanding- any thing in this ' 
Act provided, so long as it would 110t be 
illegal under any of the Acts now repealed. 

STATEMENT OF OBJ.EC'l'S AND REASONS. 

The exif;tiug- Ia w relating to the uutuagement of the various classes of Jails in tllis 
]:>!'c .. idency hns been Jound by experi ence to be defective in several respects, and the pre­
~<ent Bill Is introduced with a view to remedying these defects. 

Unde1· t.he law as it now stands the Inspector General ofPrisous is unable to supervise 
or cxcrci. ·e a.ny cont.rolling authority over the Jails iu the City of Bombay. It is, however, 
dor JJHUl)' reasons Je. iruble tiHtt he should be vested iu respect to these Jails with the same 
powers which he possesses in regard to the Mofussil .Ja.ils, and for this purpose the provi­
~:;ioJJs of .-\ct V 111. uf I 856 are by Section 2 of this Bill rendered applicable to the Jails 
situated i11 the Ci·ty of Bomba.y, and the supel'vision of those Jails is vested in tl1e Inspector 
Gmwrnl of Prisons. 0 nder these uircumsta.nces the existence of the present Committee of 
:Munagcmeut of the House of Correction is no longer uecessa.ry, and Rule, Ordinance and 
lkgula.tion No. 11 I. of 1827, by which the Connuittee was constituted and its duties and ~ . . 
pow~;:n; defined, is consequently re11ea.led. ' 

At p1·esent therl:l is no la.w authorizing the iufliction of the punishment of whipping on 
convicts in the Bombay County Jail, a.nd the necessity for some enactment leaalisincr • 
~>Uc:h punishment has more than once been brought to the notice of Government. "'rn th~ 
easo of prisoner,:; confined in the House of Correction the punishment of whippinO' has been 
ttuthorized by Bombay Act V. of 1865. The present Bill provides in Section 2s for the 
infliction of corporal pt~nishment on prisoners confinl:ld in Criminal Jails, and as this pro­
vision is applicable alike to the Mofussil and the Bombay City Jails, no separate measure 
legalising the inHiction of the"punishment of whipping in the Bombay County Jail is re­
quisite, nor i:; it any longer necessary to retain in the Statute book Bombay Act V. of 1865 
·which is accordingly repealed. 
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Amongst the punjshments authorized by Section 26 of Bombay Act IV. of 1865 
penal diet was not included. This particular form of punishment has, however, been found 
to be very efficacious b.oth in England :tnd in other parts oflndia where it is had recourse 
to in the Criminal Jails, and it has consequently been deemed expedient now to legalise the 
award of peuu,l diet in the J ails of this Presidency, due restrictions being placed on the 
number of consecutive days for which it can be inflicted and on its frequent repetition. 

Experience has proved the necessity for some alterations in the existing law concern­
ing Subordinate J~ils. Under Section 13 of Act (Bombay) IV. of 18G5 prisoners sentenced 
to t erms of imprisonment not exceelling one m011th must be sent to the Subordin:tte Jail, if a 
.Jail of that description is nearer to the place where sentence is passed upon them than is 
the District J a.il. It is, howeYer, in ma.ny instances found to be irupos ible to provide any 
kind of hard bbour in Subordimtte J ails for prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, 
and consequently to cany out adequately the sentence passed upon them. The result is 

. , that convicts sentenced to rigorons imprisonment for three o1· {om weeks frequently 
· spend the period of their sentence in idleness, and therefore the punishment awarded to 

them loses much of its deterrent eftect, and simply amounts to mere confinement without 
any occupation in a lock-up. As th(:l entire abolition of Subordin:tte J ails is undesirable, and 
in many cases it is advisable that such J ails should be maintained for the confinement of 
prisoners sentenced to very short terms of imprisonments by Criminal Courts situated at a 
long clista.nce from the District Jail, the defect in the existing system will, it is considered, 
he best met by reducing from one mouth to fourteen days the maximum term of imprison­
ment to undergo which :1 con\•ict can be sent to a Subordinate Jail. This will materially 
diminish the number of prisoners who must be sent to the Subordina,te Jails and will there­
fore tend to facilitate the obt:tin.ing of suita,ble ]a,bom for the reduced number of convicts 
confined in those J a,ils, and ltt the same t ime ensure the subjection in the District Jail to 
proper J ail discipline and hard labour of a,ll persons sentenced to longer t erms of imprison­
ment than fourteen 'days. 

By the Bill the power of appointing the Jailors of all Jails is gra,nted to the Inspector 
General of. Prisons, and ~ considern,ble portion of the authority and responsibility vested in 
the J ailor under Bombu,y Act IV. of 1865, is tra,nsferred from that of-ficial to the Superin­
t endent of the Jail, a measure which i'ecent experience has shown to be highly necessary. 

The other modifications effected are of comparatively minor importance. 

(Signed) A. ROGERS. 

4th Scptemucr 1873. 

B!J otcle;· of Ifis l!,';cccllcncy the Covemo?' in Council, 

JOHN NUGENT, 
Acting U ndcr Secretary to Government. 

P oona, 5th Seplcmue,. 1873. 

I'IHXTED AT THE GOV&BN.ll EXT CENTRAL PICESS, IIOli:BAr, 


