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THE 

published un ~uthorit)l. 

MONDAY, 25·rn AUGUST 1873. 

W Sepa;l'ate pagilng is given to this Pa~·t, in 01'de1· that it may be filed as C4 BClJamte compilation. 

PART V. 
PROCEEDINGS Of THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY.· 

The following Extract from the Proceedings of the Governor of Bombay, 
in the Legislative Department, is published for general information:-

Abatract of the Proceedings of tl1e Council of the Governor of BombalJ, aasembled for the purpose 
o; making Laws and Regulations, under .the provisions of ''THE l.NDlAN CouNciL's ACT, 
1861." 

The Council met at Poono. on Wednesday, the 23rd July 1873, at noon. 

PRESENT.: 

His Excellency the Honourable Sm PHILIP EDMOND WoDEHOUSE1 K.C.B., Governor 
of Bombay, Presiding. 

1Iis Excellenc1 the Honourable Sm AuGUSTUS ALMERIC SPENCER, K.C.B. 
The Honourable A. RoGERs. 
The Honourable J. Grnns. 
·The Honourable the AnvocATE GENERAL. 
The Honourable MuNGULDASS NuTHoonuov, C.S.I. 
The Honourable CoLONEL M. K. KENNEDY. 
The Honourable Sm JA~rSETJEE JF..JEEDHeY, Bart., C.S.l 
The Honourable E. W. RAVENSCROFT. 
The Honourable NARAYAN VASuDEYJEE. 
The Honourable J. K. BYTHELL. 
The Honourable GuNPUTRAO 'rATYA SAHIB PuTWARDHUN. 

Affirmation of Office, &c., 'l'he Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft took the usual affirmation 
1aken by :!tlr. Ravenscroft. of Office and declaration of allegiance to Her Majesty. 

The following papers were presented to the Council :-
1. Letter from the Secretary to the Government of India returninlf1 with the assent 

Papers presented to the of His Excellency the Governor General sigmfied thereon the 
Council. authentic copy of the Bombay Municipal Bill of 1872. ' 

v.-75 
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- · · 'th tl assent 2. Letter from the Secretary to the ·Government of India returnmg,. Wl Ie f tl 
of His Excellency the Governor General signified thereon, the authentlC copy 0 10 

13orubay Port Trust Bill. 
The Council then proceeded with the Bills and Orders of the day. 
'fhe Honourable Mr. Rogers, in moving the first readi~g of Bill No .. 2 of 187!3 (a Bill t.o 

alter and amend the law relatmg to Hereditary VIllage qm­
M;. Rogers movos. tho fi~t cers) said-Sir -I have the honour to move the fil·st readmg 

J"CIIdmg of the Hereditary V1l- !'. B'll ' b 1:. tl St t t f Ob · ects J11gc om~crs Bill. oft us · 1 . As. m~y .e seen 1rom. Ie a emen o .J ·• 
and Reasons, tins Btll, m the first mstance, was drafted by a 

committee, under the instructions of Government, for the· purpose of makin&' a settlement 
with reO'ard to the status of all district and vil-lage hereditary oHicers. Owmg, however, 
to a subsequent change in the· law: that pm-t of the. Bill relating to hereditary distric~ 
officers became unnecessary, and 'only those sections have been retained which relate tl , · 
the village officers. The committee consisted of two Re,7enue Commissioners and· some 
o£ the most experienced Collect<:>rs in the presidency, and the experience of !hese gentle-· 
men is our guarantee that everythina which is really necessary under the ctrcumstaHces 
has heen provided for in tliis Bffi. The importance of the measure as affecting tl~e 
rural population of this presidency can hardly be exagge~·at~d, as every village WI~l 
probably be brought under its influence. There are two prmc1pal classes for whom this· 
legisla.tiou is to be provided. One is the class of officers whose appointments are 
~Strictly hereditary in most parts of the country, and the other is that class of village 
~;ervants whose ofll'ces, though they cannot, strictly spealting, be called hereditary, yet 
by custom have u.lrno~t become regarded as such. · In the· fin·mer class we find the patell, 
or head ma.n of the village, and the koolkuruie, or village accountant. 1 need hardly -
explain to the Couucil what the duties of these individuals are, but perhaps I may be 
allowed to clo so briefly in order that. the public may know what the main objects nfthe 
Bill are. The patell, as I have said, is the head man of a villag·e, who unde1· our sys­
tem is chiefly entrusted with the duty of representing the villagers in all transactions 
bet.ween tqe villagers and the Government. Tl.ie patells ru'e divided into what are called 
revenue patells and police patells-the former of whom have the general charge of the 
yilla:g~ I~evenue, while the latter have charge of the l)olice arrangements of the village. In 
some instauc~s the offices of revenue and police patell are combined. 'fhe koolkurnies are 
the l1eredit.itry village accouutnnts, and I need scarcely say that they as well us the patells 
are of g~·e!J.t importance, in our system of reyenue administration. Throughout nearly the 
whole .presidency the ryotwari. system. of revenue mmiagement prevails, :incl. the responsi­
bility of seoinl? that all the records relating to the realisation of Government ro,·enue are 
properly kept IS in the hands of these hereditary village accountants. The other class of 
village oHicers is a much more nwnerous one, and some of them render service only to 
t•he State, while some· reudet~ service only to the villagers: It may be as well if I describe 
a few of these services. Those ment~oned in Mr. Gooddine's Report Oil the· Deccan 
Village Commtmities n.re as follows :_:._ 
. . Soot(u·.-TJ1e carpenter is at ,the head of th~ artisaDs, his servic~s being· most in requi­

Sition : l~e n~akes up an~ mends all wooden Implements for agriCultural purposes, the , 
owners fmdmg. the matenal ; · 

Loi/.w·.-The Rmith makes and t·epairs the ironwork for all aO'Ticulturn.l instruments 
the owners finding the materia.! ; o ' 

C'hambar.-The shoe-maker makes all leathern halters, whips, ropes, and bands for 
agricultut·a.l purposes, the owners finding the leather; · 

Nhmoec.-Tho ba.rber must shave all tho farmers and urti:,an·", -to the Mahars he --­
merely lends a razor. He must attend tlie patell's wedding, at wL i•:ll!ie expects to receive · 
aturbau. 

I need not givo you the details of al~ the other vill!-J.g·e sorv:~ , :f., , hut briefly they are • 
the l!ureet, ?r washermau; the bhut!. or nllage ~strologer, wh~J r a<·; nativities, and keeps 
~he far!ners mformed of the proper t:1me for sowmg and reap111 __ •, ; i:.he gooroo, or oflieia.t­
mg )l1'1.est ?f the tompl'"e; 'the·m.oolla, or .Mussulman priest ; tlw ·••nar, or o·oldsmith · the 
bheol, or.v)lln&·e wat<-:hma'n; the ko1ie ; the mang,· the rope and hu.,;ket mak~r · the m~IHJr 
or guard1an of the village. ' ' 

. ~ucl~_is a .brie~ ·dcsoription of the classes for whom we now ;m>pose to provide Ieo·isla-
tJon .. Tlils Drlhwdl is?ttle Jwha~ has neverbeen,settled befo-re b.'• legislation on tho subject. 
Ud~e~~he -oJf.:regulft atwn. ~o. XVI. of 1827. the sett!emeu.t .of viJI:.ge wuttuns was contain­
a m e sec IOns X>m se\entecn to twenty. These sections wm·o found to be unsuitable 
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and after a good deal of correspondence Act XL of 18,13 was passed, sections ~eveuteen 
<md Bighteeu of the old regulations were cancelled and sections nineteen and twenty wenl 
allowed to remain on the statute-book. The Act of 18-!3 applies both to district hereditnry 
officers and to village hereditary officers. It has, however, been found to be almost 
unworkable in practice. One great reason for this state of afft~irs with regn.t·d to the 
officers in my first class-viz., that of the patells and hereditary accountants -has been the 
custom whiclt has sprung up of taking ser. ice in rotation. Section 4: of Act XI. of 184::! 
)nerely laid down in general terms that when the performance of the duties was claimed 
in rotat.ion by different sharers they should nominate some one to serve, and in the event 
of their not so nomipating, the Collector or other cout1;olling olficer should exercise the 
vower of selection, but it provided no rules for fixing the order of rotation, and it has 
become the practice, not unnaturally, for the Collectors to determine the matter for 

' themselves. 1 have looked over the correspondence which led to the passing of the Act, 
and have come to the conclusion that it was intended that service by rotation should 
not be a.llowed at ail-in fact, it was so proposed in the draft Act which was sent down 
fi·om the Supreme Council, although that proposal was SLtbsequently modilied and the 
words in Section 4: of Act XI. of 1843 adopted. The Supreme Government, in their 
desire t.ltat service in this manner should be prevented as far as possible, proposed that it 
should be competent to the Collector to refuse any nomination to service by rotation. 
That, however, as I have said, was not finally agreed to, and the Act was cat-ried in such 
a form as to permit service by rotation in those places where that custom was found to 
exi:;t. One of the chief objects of the present Bill is to remove all doubts upon that head. 
At present, if t.hcre is any dispute ubout service by rotation, the Collector:~ have to decide 
as well as they can, without being guided by any lega:l authority, and the 1·e:mlt is that 
their decisions might be taken into the civil court and upset at any time. .At present 
there is no authority who cau initiate a settlement of any of these wuttuus. lly the order 
of the Executive Government there has lately been prepared a register of all the wuttuns 
laying down the order of rotation in which services shall be performed, and tim:> endeav­
ouring to settle the numerous complaints relating to wuttuns tlmt continually occur. [ 
have heard it saiu that there is an idea tlmt the present Legi:>lature, by this Bill, intends 
to in terfere with the prescriptive rights of village oJTicers. .But that is very far from being 
the case. It is of the greatest importance to Go,rernn•eut that its own concems in the 
Yi!lag-es should be managed legally and properly, a.ncl it is the interest of Govemment to 
settle these wuttuns in such a lll!lnllel' as shall allow people to remai11 happy and COntent­
ed, and not to be continually litigating, as the present state of the law alluws them to do. 
It is not in any way meant to set aside the system of service by rota.tion where it actually 
exists. W c find in practice that owing to there being no Ia w on tltc subject Collectors in 
different parts of the country have taken various ways of settling matters, and we propose 
that the ]~xecutive Government shall ha,•e power to issue an authent.ie register of all 
village wuttuns, by which it shall be detet'l1lined once and f(Jr all in which of them the 
practice of service by roh~tion shaJI be recognised, and what and in whom vested sha.ll 
be the order of such rotation where it is admitted. 13eforc concluding I may point out a 
few of the sections of the Bill which afl:'ect the main priuciplcs of the measure. It ]m;; 
always been the custom-at all events since Iteg-ulation XV 1. of 1827 was passed-to set 
apart certain portions of the emoluments of those ltereditary olfices for the performance of 
duties by one or more persons who may he Hdectcd from tlte wuttun us offlciators. Thnt 
power is continued by Section 3. Section 4 contains provisions which will settle disputes 
with regard to emoluments claimed by tho' hereditary oflicers· of the inferior class (such 
as mltars and dhers) fi·om the villagers as a matter of private arrangement. It has been 
found in some plaees where om· system of revenue sut·veyiug has rendernd the 1·egistration 

r of land so perfect that there is very little use for the services of some of these hereditary 
officers, that the villagers who have been in tho habit of payin~ them with grain or some 
"small perquisite now refuRe to pay them anything at all ; ancl it is suspected that tlw 
mhars, seeirw no probability of recovering their rights, or what they itnagincd to bo their 
ri<rhts, except by the expensive process of going to law, have resorted to the poisoning of 
cattle. This section will proviuc a simple means for remedying this state of affairs. Hy 
it a punchayet will be a.ppoiJltecl, and the matters in dispute will thus uc satisfactorily 
settled. In Section 7 the existing power that there is by law to set asiclo both land.s and 
allowances for the purpose of remunerating officiators is continued. Scct.ion !I gives tlw 
power which I have alluded to already-that is, that it shall be the duty of tlto Collector 
to determine who is the head of a family, or b1·a.nch of a family holding nny wuttun, or 
(where the wuttun is shared a;non.g various. person~) the ?umber and names of the p~n­
cipal sharers and the value ·of theu shares m fra.chons of a rupee. A suhscquont sect1ou 
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-Section 33-lays down that the civil court cannot entertain '' ·any suit quest~OJ~i~g the 
decision of the Collector under this Act, or the orders of the Revenue Commisswn~r. or 
Government thereon, except in so fiu· as the rights of private parties inter se to recogmtwn 
as the holder of any headship of a family or principal share arc concerned." The Collector, 
in the first instaut>e, is to prepare the register, and it is to be hoped fi·om the manner 
in which inquiries will be conducted by them in the presence of the villagers themselves t.hat 
there will seldom be any reason for refening to civil court~ at all. As it is 11: mat~er of no 
importance to Government who may be the head of a fmmly, of comse parties Will be at 
liberty to dispute that point in court. By Section 10 the Collector is to determine the number 
of officia.tors required, and what persons arc entitled to serve. Sect.ion 11 was introduced 
for the purpose of softening the blow, as it were, in some cases whei·e it was found necessary 
to appropriate a largo portion of the hereditary revenue of the wuttun to the remunerating . 
of the otiiciators. 'l'he remainder of the sections to Section 23 are mostly subsidiary to (; 
those main points which I have mentioned. Section 24 establishes a different procedure in 
the case of the hereditary officers and that of the inferior village servants, whose offices, as 
I have said, are not properly hereditary, although custom has made them to be so considered. 
SectioN 25 lays down tho manner in which records shall be kept of the lands and allow­
ances belonging to hereditary ollicm·s, and'l'\•hen the Bill goes into Select Committee it will 
very likely be necessary to introduce ·another section by which registers, which have been 
already made, shall be lega.lised so far as they may be consistent with the rules which 
Government, under this Bill, have power to frame. Perhaps some persons may take 
exception to the powers grn11ted to the Collector under Sectio11 7 to summarily take 
posf:'ession of land held by officiators if, before the passing of this Act, that land is in tho 
occupation of other than the person performing the service. Under the old law the aliena­
tion of any wuttun is most distinctly forbidden, and reasonably so, seeing that these 
wuttuns exist in lieu of services rendered. Therefore, if it is found to be the case that 
people have illegally alienated any porti011 of these official emoluments, and others have 
been so foolish as to ta.J,e these emoluments as security for debts or so forth, the Collector 
ought to have the power granted under this section in order to take possession summarily 
of these lands or assess them to their full value, The case of mortgagees is provided for 
under Clause three of the section which I am now a11uding to, I need only add that it is 
the inteution of Government to give every publicity to this Bill, and ample time will be 
allowed in order that its provisiops may be ]qwwn th1•oughout the length and breadth of 
the mofussil. Government have no wish to do anyt.hipg in this Act which shall interfere 
with the hereditary l'ights of t.he wut~uudars except in so far as these concern the interests 
of Government and. tho propert>' set ap11rt on behalf of their service. I beg to propose 
that this Bill be now read a first time, · 

'l'hc Bill was read a first time and l'eferrecl to a Select Cornmittee, composed, of 
'l'he Honourable l\1r. 1\iuNGULDASS NuTr-roonr:roY, 
The Honourable 1\fr. NAUAYEN V,\SPDI>VJr, 
'l'he Honourable GuNPU'l'RAO TATY_i\. SAHI'!J PuTWVRPRVN, 
The Honourable l'rir. RAVENSCROFT, il!ld 
The :HoYER. 

The H?n~ura_blc Mr. Rog:ers having proposed th~t the Committee should be instructed. 
to rep~rt wtthm SIX '!eeks, I-hs Excellency the President enquired if it was necessary to 
l1ave SL"< weeks for tl11s purpose. In reply · 

The Honourable Mr. 1\funguldass Nuthoobhoy s~icl that he thought the proposed time 
was necessary and obser:ed tll!l.t nltbough the Council may gain official information from 
the Rcve~1Ue Collectors, 1t ought 1tlso to k110W what tho people wl10 are or will be affected ~ 
by the BtU have to say. Most of these people are com})a.ratlvcly ig·norant he said, and he 
w<?uld sugges~ that Governmell~ shou!d ~irect all the :Mamlutdars to take steps to publish. 
th1s measUI:e m th.e l!lngungc of. the d.Jst.l'lcts and also to inform. the peopl<:J to 111ake their 
representatwns Witlnn n }Jrescr1bed tune. 

The Honourable 1\fr. Rogers remarked that as tl1is measure l1ad been ve. 1 
de~ayed .already, he thought it was of considerable importance that it should b ry 011~ 
t.h!s selll!wn.. If 1\fr. Munguldass'. suggestions could be carried out so as not to ~ ra:r,se . 
w1th th1s object, he would not object to them. - · · n ei ere 

'l'he Honourable the Advocate General ca.lled .attention to the fa"t tl1at ac ·d' t 1 I f th Q 'I "t ld r · " COl mg o t 1e ru es o e ounc1 1 W<?u 10rm a quest.wn whether the report of the Select c · 
should not be translated mto the vernaculars of the Presidency. onumttee 
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His Excellency the President said that that would cause still ftuther delay, and 
~uggested that the rep01t of the Select Committee should be returned within a fortnight 
m order to permit of the report being circulated and the Bill passed this session. 

The Honourable 1\fr. Munguldass said that his apprehension was that according to 
the rules of the Council parties interestecl in a measure could not give evidence before the 
:vhole Council-evidence being only permissible.before the Select Committee, and that 
If the Committee's time for reporting be shortened in the manner proposed the mouths of 
a ~umber of. people whose interests were affected might be shut. 

His Excellency the President recalled the p1·ocedw-e which was adopted during the 
consideration of the 1\f uniciprtl Bill last session when almost up to the moment of its being 
passed a number of objections were received against it. He thought that looking to the 
apparent necessity of passing this session the Bill now before the Council, the Select 

"~ Committee should proceed at once to take the best information; that the discussion by the 
Council should commence as soon as the Committee p1·esentcd their report ; and that the 

.., third reading of the Bill should stand over for a little in order to give time to persons to 
. send in objections against it. If six weeks were now given to the Select Committee to 
report, the passing of the Bill might be postponed indefinitely, although, according to 
what he had been told. by experienced gentlemen to whom he was bound to give every 
credence, there was the greatest necessity for the Bill being passed at once. The ques­
tions raised by the Billl1ad been discussed for-many years, and it could scarcely be 
supposed that any more information on tho subject could be collected now. 'l.'he Bill 
would not enact anything oppressive to the wuttun-holders, and there was· no disposi­
t-ion on the part of the Government to deprive them of anything which they possessed at. 
prcs01it. AU .thnt was desired was that theu· rights should be put upon a legal footing. 

rrhe I-Ionom·able Mr. Gibbs concurred with the remarks made by His Excellency the 
President. 

The Honourable 11£r. N arayen V asudevji hoped that at least a month might be 
allowed to the Select Committee. The provisions of. the Bill would affect the vestecl 
interests of a large number of people in this Presidency, and besides this as the decision 
of the Oollect01· in many cases would be final, he deprecated any hasty action. 

After some further discussion, 

His Excellency the President Ruggested that the Committee should t·eport within 
three weeks, and that the Bill 'be taken into consideration on 

Select Committee to rep01·t 1 20 ] A d 1 1 h ld b 1 d · ou the Bill within 3 weeks. t 1e t 1 ugust; an t mt t 1e report s 0u e trans ate mto 
Cana{ese, Marathi, and Guzerathi, and widely circulated. 

This was agreed to. . . 
The Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft, in moving the first rending of Bill No.3 of 187a 

(a Bill to alter and amend the Bombay Municipal Act of 1872) 
llfr. R(l.~onRcroft move~ tho said that this very short measure was introduced to le1aliRe t. be 

first rcnmng of tho B1ll to d fi. 1 fi 1 · b · d b 
alter nnd nmend tho Bombay arrangements rna e or t 1e rst e echon, ccause 1t Ill een 
Municipal Act of 1872. found impracticable, owing to the period at which the Bombay 

:Municipal Act came into operation, to adhere strictly to the 
1n·ecise terms of the Act. In the exercise of the powers conferrecl upon the Government 
by the 306th Section of .A.ct III. of 1872,-wbich related that tho Act should come into opera­
tion from a date hereafter to be notified by the Governor in Council, and that it should 
be lawful for His Excellency to declare the day before which the payment of tho muni­
cipal rates should qualify a person to be appo~nted a member of the Corporation and to 
vote 11t the election of any such members, als9 that Hi~ Excellency should fix the time for 
electinO', nominating, and appointing the members and officers of the Corporation, the 

• necess~·y dates and days had been duly notified in the Govemment Ga~ette. And under 
Section 8 of Act III. of 1872 the next municipal election aftor the present one must be 
held in 1875 on some date before the 26th July of that year. But ratepayers have not 
usually paid their full amount of house, police, aud lighting rates so early in the year as 
that month, and consequently -this Bill l1ad been introduced, declaring that the '' Muni· 
cipal Co11)oration shall be rate-payers, residents in the city of Bombay, who have attained 
the age of twenty-five years, and shall have severally paid, before some day to be declared 
by notice in the Government Gazette by the Governor m Council, the followmg municipal 
t•ates for the year next preceding the "Clection," &c. ; also that the thirty-two members to 
be elected by rate-payers will be eligible if they have " severally paid, oefore some da:y to 
be declared by notice in ~he Government Gazette by tl:te Governor in Council,_ the municlpa~ 

v.-76 



278 

mtes s1Jecified in Section 4 of this Act for the year. next preceding the election to t~~ 
amount of not less than fifty ·r:upees," wh.ile the electwns shall take place at such ~ite h s 
may be fixed by' the Governor in Council. The Honoill'able th~ Advocate Gene1a, t .e 
fresh dates and days having as before mentioned, been duly notified. on. the Govarml~Mt 
Gazette, had pointed out that a third section should be added to the Bill m the followmg 
tenus:- . 

"III.-This Act shall be dem;red to have come into force on the:; 20th clay of June 
1878; and any election of members of the said lVfmiicipal .Corporatwn that may take 
place according to the provisions of this Act between the said 20th day of Ju':le 1873 
and the passing of th~s. Act shall be valid, a1~d. shall hnve . the ~,ame effect as if made . 
according to the proviswus of the .Bombay l\fumcipal Act of 1872. 

He (the Honourable llir. Ravenscroft) agreed that this section was desirable, and he, 
. d d therefore, begged to add it to the two sections of which the Bill },

1 Stnudmg ordei'S suspcu o . . I · d A tt f f' ] 1 I 1:r· E I U previous y cons1ste . s a ma er o orm 1e as .:ec ~.1IS xce -
Ieney the President to suspend the standing orders, so as to permit of the Bill being 
passed at once. ...,; . 

The standing orders having been suspended, the Bill was read a second time and 
Bill rond a second t ime and considered in · !;letail. The 3rd Section as suggested by the 

considered in detail. Honourable :t)1~ .1.\tlvocate Genera.! was added to the Bill. 
Bill rend a third time and The Bill 'vas then read 0: third time and passed. 

passed. 

The Honourable Mr. Gibbs moved that Bill No. 4 of 1873 (a Bill to legalise certain 

Mr. Gibbs moves tho first 
rending of tho BiU to lcgnliso 
ccrt<1iu pnymonts mrtde fo·om 
tho proceeds of the fees leviod 
iludor Bombay Act IX. of 
1873. 

payments made from the proceeds of the fees levied under 
(Bombay) Act IX. of 1863) be read a first time. He said that 
the reason for the introduction of this Bill was briefly this-to 
fot'mally legalise certain payments and advances which had 
fmm time to time been made from the Fund raised under the 
Cotton Fmuds' .A.ct for objects con11ected with the introduction 
of new sorts of seed and the general improvement of the cultiva-

tion of cotton, but reg-arcling which doubts had arisen as to whether they came within the 
letter of the .A.ct, viz. Bombay Act IX. of 1863. Section 13 of that Act stated that 
the funds were to be appropriated by His Excellency the Governor in Council solely to 
the carrying out of the o~jects of that Act. By a strict reading the object of the Act was 
solely to stop cotton frauds, although it had been intended when it was passed that the 
funds should be applied, when necessary, to the introduction of superior descriptions of 
cotton. Certain payments for this pttrpose had actually been made, but as doubts about 
the strict legality of tLis proceditre had been expressed, the present Bill hacl been pre­
pared. 'l'he bonotu·able gentleman movecl that the' Bill be read a first time and referred 
to a Select Committee, consisting of-

The Honourable l\fn. BYTum.r., 
1'he Honourable MR. RA v~;NSCRO.F'l', 
'l'he IIonom·able Sm JAMSE'l'JE~~ JEJEBDHOY, 

'!'he Honourable l\Iu. NAUAYEN VasUDEVJJ, and 
The Mov.En.,, 

their report to be submitted within two weeks. . 

. His Excellency ~he P1:esiclent d~ubted th~ necessity .~f ~·eferring Bills to Select Oom­
nuttees when IJO special pomts were mvolvedm them. I his he said was contmry to th 
usage of Pariiame.nt at l1o~ne, where. Bills were submitted to Select C~mmittees ;nly whe: 
there was somethm0o' Sllecral to be di:scussed. 

~he Honourable Mr. Gibbs reim.u·ked that it wns advisable in the present case that 
the Bill should be referred to Committee, because there was a question whether ce ·t · 
payments which were made towards a collection of samples of cotton for Bombay E h !b!i 
tion were justified under ActiX. of 1863 a.s i~ already stood. Tlie Sele~t 0 . x. 1 l· 
would also have to consider a certain statement which would be submitted to th ommittee 

The Honow·able the Advocate Geneml asked if there was any necessity t e;~. h 
Bill. . Coul~ His Excellency the Govemor not dispose of the matter iu h ~ a or ~ e 
capacity ? · Is executive 

The Honoill'a;ble Mr. Ravenscroft sa.id that the original resolution pas ed b G 
ment on the subject stated that the disbursements did not seem to hav: b Y odel~l­
strict accordan~ with law, and therefore to set aside all doubt it would b edn .mabie m 
agree to the Bill. ' . e a VIsa e to 

~ 
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After some further discussion it was decided that there was no necessity to refer the 
Bill to the Select Ccrmmittee, but that it should be 1·ead a second time at the next meeting 
of Council. 

Bill rend n first time. 'fhe Bill was then 1·ead a fhst time. 
The Honourable l\'Ir. Rogers moved for permission to withdraw the Mofussil Boilers 

Inspection Bill (No. 1 of 1873). The 1·eason for the withdrawal· 
}fr. ~.0S0~ moves that ~he was t.hat this Bill should be incorporated in another Bill which 

1Io fussil B01lers Inspoctton • • • d d h 11 d h B b B '1 A Bill bo withdrawn. 1t 1s mten e s a . superse e t e present ~m ay 01 ~rs ct. 
In that Act a senous defect had been discovered, VIz., that 

while the law provided for the inspection of steam boilers it did not providEY for the in­
spection of the men who work them, so that a great means of protecting the lives of peoplo 
was wanting. In the Bill which it was contemplated to introduce, in order to Cll!'e the 

. ' :lefect just alluded to, the Bill now withdrawn would be incorporated, so that one Boilers 
Act would apply to Bombay and the l\Iofussil. 

:Bill withdrawn. Leave was given and the Bill withdrawn acc01·dingly. 
The Honourable l\1r. Rogers moved that a Select Committee be appointed to examine 

'M. Ro"ors mo , tl · t a and report on the petitions relating to the Burial a.nd Burning 
soio;t Com~nittee b~ 0

:pp~l~1 ted Grouu~ls Bil~ (N?· 7 ~f -~87.0). Since ~b.e Bill was befm·e the 
to cxnntinepotitions against tho CounCil last sess10n a great many petltwns had been sent to 
B~uial and Buring Grounds Government against it, and it was necessary that the complaints 
Btll. should be inquired into carefully. The Select Committee pro­
posed were-

The Honourable Colonel KENNEDY, 
The Honourable Sir JA~ISETJEE JEJEEDHOY, 
The Honourable l\In. UuNGULDASS NATHoonnov, 
The Honourable l\In. NARAn::s- VASUDEVJI, 

and (in place of the original introducer of the Bill, the Honourable l\Jr. Tucker) the MovER. 
The Honourable l\rr. Gibbs thought that the contemplated l\Iofussil Municipalities 

Bill would rend~r this Burial and Burning Grouncl Bill unnecessary. 
The Honourable l'IIr. Narayen thought that the Bill. should be rejected altogether, 

because it was only likely to create dissatisfaction. 
After a few remarks the motion was carl'ied and the Select Committee were instruc­

ted to report within ·a fortnight. 
His Excellency the President then acljoumed the Council to 11th August 187:3. 

.Poona, 23rd July 1873. 

B!J order of IHs E;~cellency the Covcrno1· £n Council, 

JOHN NUGENT, 

Actiug Uncle1· Secretary to Government . 
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