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THE 

~nmhal! ®rrnrnrm£1tf ~a1rtft 
t]ublilihet! bu ~utrtoritJl. 

lVIONDAY, HTII JULY 187:3. 

i@"" s~l"H'iJ.I.~ 1JI.>.gin:r is g i>JoJ il to f.!.i.~ Pcut, in order that it l ltcty be fi letl (~S ( t 8ep<tmle compilation. 

PART V. 

PROCEtDINCS ·oF THE tEC:ISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 
• ., p 

The foliow_ir~g .Bili:s, together _ with the Statements of Objects and Rea:;ons 
:tccompanyi·,.,g :them, are published in accoi·dancc with Rule 15 of the Uules for the 
Co_nduct of'·.B'usi~ess at 1.\'~eetings or' the qouncil of His Excellency the Governor of 
Bombay for making Laws ::md Regulations:-

Bill No. Z of 1873. 

A B£ll to am;nd tf,·e Eaw 1·elatin;1 to Ifereditm·y Village Offices. 

'\fiT1iEllEAS diffical tics have arisen in the 
ad mini. tra.tion of Vil­
lage Office· under the 

}•rovisions of A c.t XL of 1.8:J:3, it is herel!y 
en<"teted :- • 

rrcnmblc. 

(-Clause L All hereditary villag-e 
officer:.; of whatever 

:·c~vicr to· be r~ nd~rcd de.10mination sball, in 
by. Hereditary ViLlage CO:Jsidera.tion of thei1· 
olli C'Jrs. · \x r · 

respect-1ve '' uttuns, 
render such ex.teut and kind of' ,ervice aS' 
lll:1}' have beeft usual, and may, subject to 
t.h~ general ordera of Govemment , be re­
t]uired fi·om them by tJle Collec-tor. 

Clau.se 2. All the 'Iecords of the official 
duties and acts of 

RccordR of Hereditary hereditary villaoD"e 
Village officors. 

v.-54 
officers and their pre-

decessors are declared to be the proP.erty 
of Govemmcnt, and all hereditary v1lb.g~ 
officers shall be legally bound to produce 
such n:cords on demand by the CollectoJ'. 

H.-When It Wuttun has Jn.psed, either 
from long abeynncc, 

Con~titutiou of ucw or confiscation, . or 
Wuttun. 

other , cau!<e, and 
Govemrnent deem it expedient to con­
stitute a new Wuttun, it sha.ll be lawful for 
Government to nominate some person or 
family to hold office hereditarily, in thtmum­
ner refened to in Section XXIV., Clanse(b) 
of this Act, and to assign to such W uttuu 
such emolument.<; AA may appear fit and the 
person or family so nominated !:!hull . there­
after he entitled to the bendits and be 
subject to the provisions of this- Act. 
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JJI.-It shall be the duty of the Collec­
tor to fix the emolu­
ments of' officiaturs 

appointed under this Act, n.nd for this pur­
pose he may assess upon en.ch ·wubtun held 
for the performance of similar set·vice, 
or upon each and eve1·y sha.re of such Wut­
tun, such amount, not exceeding the l'nll 
value of such \Vuttnn or share, U.'! may 'Le 
sufficient to make up the emoluments ' so 
fixed, uud the Collector lll1ty set a!'lide uut 
of such \¥nttnn lands :md all<)wances ((.w 
the remunenti.ion uf olficiator:;. 

Emoluments. 

IV.-When a.ll Ol' n.ny of the emoluments 
. of a W uttun consist of 

Appomtment of Pun- ltttc~ lev'te•l d' e . t' 
chayet -~ ' ll' c 

· from .the villagers in 
cash 01.· kind, it shall Le lawful for the Col­
lector to cause t.lte natnn: and amount. of 
:mch hues, a.ud the parties liuble to pay 
them, to be defined in writing by a PLlll­
chayet of five persons, of whom two siHLll 
be appoint(~cl by the villagers, two by the 
Wuttundars, n.nd one, who slw,ll be · Sir-

Punch, by the . Col­
lector. And in the 

event of failure to lllake any sur. h ~ppoint­
ment on the part of either the villager;; or 
the Wuttundat·s 01· both, within a certain 
specified time to be fixed by the Collector, 
the Collector shall u.ppoint such members 
n.s m1ty be necessmy to coustitute the Pun­
chayet. 1'he opinion of _the majori ty of 
the members shall detemune the decision 
of th~ Punchn.yet. Should. a tlecisiou not 
be given within u reasonable tim(~, to be 
fixed by t.he Collectot·, h~;~ shall himself 
m·bitrate in the matter. The decision of 
!he nu~jority of t.he memb c{t's of suclt Puu­
chayot or of the Collector, llfl the case mav· 
be, shall lm binding· on all p:u'ties, aitd the 
amouut so settled may be levied by the 
Collector from the pa.rties so indicated us 
a revenue deml\nd. 

Proviso. 

V.-V{henever the emolument..,; of an 
Settlcmont by Col- hereditary offiee a.reof 

lector when th<> omolu- ftuutuu.ting amou ut, it 
u1o11ts uro ofu fluctuutiug shall be lu.wfu.l frn the 
awount. Collector to ::>et~lf! a.n 
a!llount OJJ an average of past year:;, and 
e~thor to U.'.!!>ess on the \V uttuu, or pa.y to 
offich~tors and others, such fixed amount t0r 
a certain period, and at the expiration ·of 
such period to st1·ike a ti·esh avera.g·e. 

VI.--It shall be· lawful for the Collect.or 
'cou1bined Wuttu11s. to combine two or 

more W uttunsoLmall 
amount held for the performance of :-;imila.r ' 
service, and to tt·eat such combined Wu ttu.ns · 
as a. single one. Provided that, in :mcll 

Proviso. . case, the right to offi­
ciateshall be exerciaed 

in rotation by one representative of eacl! of 
the previously distinct \Vuttuns. Combu~;t­
tions made in the spirit of this Section pnor 
to the passing of this Act sbn.ll have the 
same force as if made under .this Act. 

VJI.-Clctuse 1. J_,n.nds and n.llowance:; 
n.lready set :.tSide Jor 
the official remunera­
tion of officiators ·are 
not liable to process 
in any Civil Court, 

Lnnds nn<l nlfownnces 
set aside for rennmc•·n­
tion of ofticintors· '"'t 
Jinbl'c to proce"" in Civil 
Com·t. 

a.nd the Court shall remove any attac11ment 
· ·whi.ch it may hn.ve placed upon n.ny such f7 

lands or allowances upon receipt of a certi­
fic1tte signed by the Collector, stating that 
~>uch lands ·or allowances are so set aside. 
L ands n.nd allowances so set aside are not 
n.liena.ble witlwut the sm.tction of Govern­
ent, which sanction may be g iven or with­
held n.t discretion. 

C'lcmse 2. If n.ny la.nd n.lreacly so set 
aside has, before the 

Pos~ossiou by Col-
lcctm· of bnd set nsido, date of the passiJJo' of 

· if before tho passing of this Act, passed fnto 
this Act it is in the occn- the occupation of other 
pntion of olhcr thnn tho than the person per­
~:;:~~. pcrfonning tho forming the service, 

. . stlCh lnnd may be sum-
manly taken possessiOn of by the Collector 
and· m~de over by him to tile officin.tor ; or 
the land may be assessed by the Collectot· 
at such .mt.e in exc'es~ of the onlina.ry 
Survey as~>essment as may not exceed the 
full y[due, n.nd the procee'ds of such assess­
ment shall be paid over to the offici.ator. 

Clause. a. If it' should· hereafter become 
· necessary ·or desimble 

f~~nd not set usidc ;10t to set aside for the 
resumablo bnt it may be ffi 
nssossod to full vnlnc. o 'cia! remuneration of 

the oflicin.tor, any la.ud 
~JOt s~ se~ aside before the date of the pass­
~ng o'f th1s Act,, the PO;">Session of: such l<md, 
m the event of Its havmg been made over 
~o any per~on b:,~ order of n.ny Civil Court 
tor a cet'tam perwd, sha.ll not be resumable 
as abo~e during the period for · which such 
possessw~ was granted. by the Court; but 
t:he land Itself uw.y be assel';sed up to the 
full value as above. . 'J" 

YI fi.-Landsandallowances which have ft 

Lands ·a.nd nllownllccti not been set aside for 
not set n$Idt•, by whom the official remttlte ... _ 
to ho held. . . , • t,t 

. tron of offictators and 
deputtes mn.y be ?eld by a sole proprietor, 
or ~y all_or any of the members of the fami·­
ly m ~vhiCh.the o~ce is vested, but shall not · 
leave the satd fa~tly without the sanction of 
Government, whiCh sanet.ion may be given 
or withheld at discretion. 
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JX.--Clause 1. lt sha.JI be the duty 
of the Collector to de- . R ight; nnd pl'ivileges. 

Cvlloctor todetor·miue termine who is the 
wlro is tho head of :l head of a family, 01' 
t'nmily or brnneh of a branch of a fn,mily 
family ho!ding Wuttun. holding n,uy \Vuttun, 
or, where the \Vuttun is shared among 
va.rious persons, the nUluber and nmnes of 
the principal shn,rers, and the Vltlue of 
their shares in fmctions of <t rupee. 

Clause 2. No one who is not proved to 
be the lineal heir, or Ono not proved to he 

< ~~h o le,al hoir of :l share- the anthon sed adopt-
• -k:)Jde~ not to be entered eel heir of one who has 

as n principal sharer. been .recognised as a 
shn,reholder by the Collector on the occasion 
of previous ltppoiutments in any vVuttun, 
f::ha.J l be entered as <t principal sharer. 

Cl(Htse 3. 'When the shares of members 
Nomination ns princi- of the same fmnily or 

pal sharer when shares branch of ft f~tmily 
llccomodi,·ided into fmc- lmve become divided 
t.ions of Jess than ·kth of into fractions of less 
" rupee. th<til one-eighth of a 
rupee, the Collector shaJI ca.ll upon such 
member:; to nominate one of their number 
for ent.ry as principal sharer a,s their repre­
sent,a.tive, aud in the event of their failiug 
to do so within <t certain time, not less than 
one month, to be fixed by him, ~hall him- . 
~elf sumnHtrily determine who has . the · 
greatest right to be :;o nominated, and shall 
forthwith enter his ·n,n,me :1 !:! the principal 
~barer. The right of entry n · principal 
:;hn.rer shall thencefonmrd vest hereditarily 
in the person nomimttecl under tbi:> clause, 
but without prejudice to any right to re­
ceive or hold a.Uowances or lands direct 
which other slmrer:> may po!;sess. 

X.-It shall further be the duty of the 
Collector to determino . Collector to determine 

the number of officintors how manv officiator:s 
required, and what per- a.re requii·ed for the 
sons nrc ent.itled to sor ve. .satisfactory perform-
ance of t.he dutier; of any \Vuttun, n.nd to 
increase or diminish t.he existing number 
accorclin&ly. The Collector's decision as to 
the number of officiators required way, 
from time to t ime, be modified in accord-

.,_ ance with the exigencies of the public ser­
.vice. He shall a.Jso determine, in accord­
ance wit.h the following rules, what persons 
are entitled to serve, and the rnn.nner of 
their service; provided 1tlways that no suc·h 
1·ight to serve shall be admitted in any per­
son who is not. a priucipctl sharer. 

(a) "Wnen the principal sharers, or cer­
tain of them, are satisfactorily proved to 
have served in a fixed order of rotation for 
a period of not less than 30 years previous 

to the date of the passing of t~is Act, or . 
have spontaneously agreed to adopt such 
order of rotation, the practice of rotation 
shall be permanently recognized, and the 
nnmes of the principal shm·ers who are en­
titled to serve, together with the order in 
which they are henceforth to serve in rota­
tion, shall be determined. The period of 
rotn,tion shall . in . no cnse be less than tE:n 
years, and, on the expiration of any such 
period, the principal sharer next in order 
shall at once-succeed. In the event of a.ny 
such sharer dyi11g dming his period of 
service, his heir shall be entitled to serve 
for the remainder of the pe1·iod. 

. (b.) 'Where no practice of service in 
rot!ttion, as ttbove, is found to exist, or tv 
have been agreed to, the head of the family, 
or the principal sharer, possessing the so'le 
right to serve, shall be indicated and per­
numently recognised acconl ing1y. \Vhere 
more than one officia.to1· i::- needed, the Col­
lector shall determine wbether the per;;c,!l 
possessing the sole right to serve shall haw• 
a right to a.ppoint a sufficient number d 
deputies, or whether any other principal 
sharer sha,ll be invested wi th the rivht to 
serve simultaneously. " 

XI.-AIL principal sharerH, whether enti­

Pri vilcge to ))l'incipnl 
&hnrors t<J sig-n Villugc 
,~ b; traot or othel' Jl" pcr8. 

tled to serve "r not, 
shall have the privi­
lege of signing, if they 
wi~l1 to do so, t.he 

Village Abstract of Lands and Revenue:<. 
or other village papen; on which it lll!tY b.: 
customary and desirable to take their sig­
natures. 

XII.-The Collector shall, as occasion 
Collector mny cnllup- arises, call upon the 

on per:;on!i entitled to personentitledtoserve 
serve to officinte <>r ap- to ofiiciate, if fit and 
point n Ueputy. willing to do so, or to 
appoint a fit and proper person a.'i deputy, 
and to appoint additiomd deputies in cases 
when they may be required. No deputy 
so appointed shall hold office for less than 
five years. 

XIII.-Glm~se 1. It r;hall be competeut 
Collector may r·cfuso to the Collector to 

to accept tho ~;ervicc in refuse to accept th~ 
per.;ou of unfit person. service in per on •Jf 
any imEviclua.l entitled to serve, if he shall 
have reason to think such person unfit physi­
cally, ment;allr, morally, or on account of 
other occupation or duty, to conduct the 
duties of the office. Any J.lerson so refused 
shall have theoptionofnomma.ting a deputv, 
unless he shall have been convicted of any 
heinous offence, in which case the nomina· 
tion shall rest with the Collector. 



Clause 2. The Collector may similarly 
. . reject any person 

Collector mBy sumlnr· ·• . d 1' • • • 
ly r~joot 311y person ofler· offei e 101 sez VICe ~s 
cd for service Bs n Dopu· a deputy, and admtt 
ty. another nomination. 

C/.c,use 3. A female shall not perform 
in person the duties 

Femnle not to perfonn of - ~-ny . hei·editnry 
dut-ies in person. b 

office, tit may, if en-
titled so to do under tlus .Act, appoint a 
Deputy. 

XIV.-In the event of the Collector's re-

A 
. f D quisitionunderSect~on 

ppomtment o e· XII t b · · 
puty by Collector. . · 11? e~ng_ .~om-

plied w1th wtthm two 
months from the date thereof, the Collector 
shall himself appoint a deputy, or deputies, 
who sha.Jl hold office for five years, at the 
expiration of which period the requisition 
shall be repeated. No stranger shall be 
appointed a deputy if there be n principal 
or other sharer in the Wuttun fit and will­
ing to take the office. 

XV.-Clause 1. It shall be competent 
to the Collector to re­

Powor of Collector to move from office any 
l'~Uiovc n.ny unfit ollicia· ffi · h b 
tor. o cmtor w o m~y e-

- come unfit physically, 
mentally, or on account of. other occupation 
or duty, to conduct the duties. The office 
so vacated shall be filled by a deputy ap­
j)ointed in accordance with the provisions 
1·e~·arding deputies conta.ined in Sections 
XLI., XIII., and XIV. of this Act. 

Cla~t.Se 2. The period of five yea.rs pre­
scribed in Sections 

Uigh~s of dopntl.' ~0 XII. and XIV. for the 
cca.'!C w1th thoso ot Ius . . 
principal. servwe of deputies 

shall be subject to the 
condition that the. rights of any deputy shall 
c~Me and dctermme with those of his prin­
cipal. 

XVI.-Upon the death of any head of a 
Succes.;ion. family or principal 

shm·er, it shall be the 
~uty of th.e Collector to recognise by entry 
Ill the reg1ster, as successor to the deceased 
his eldest son, or the nea.rest heir of such 
son, or, if he have left no son, his nearest 
of kin ; such recognition shall be firml un­
less altered by a certificate of nearest heir­
ship obtained in a Civil Court. 

XVII.-Any person who has been recoo--
Adoption of heir. nised by the Collect~r 

. • as a head of a fiunily 
or prmc1pal sharer may, with the Jlermis­
Hion of the Collector, and on payment of 
the nuzerana, if any, prescribed by Goveru­
ment, adopt an heir in accordance with such 
Government rules for adoption as may be 
in force for the time being. 
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XVII I.-In the event of any minor he­
comino· entitled to 

Appointment _of n De· serve ~deputy shall be 
puty when n mmor be· ! d · ·d · 
comes entitled to serve. appomte m acco1 . 

ance with the provt · 
sions regarding deputies contained in Sections 
XII., XIII., and XIV. oftlus Act, the 
·guardian of the minor being called upon to 
no~inate, and such deputy shall, subject 
to the provisions of Section XTT. and 
Sections XIV. and XV., continue in office 
until the expiration of the minority. 

XTX.-It shall, be lawful ~or a Col!ect% 

P 
. 

1 
~ i\l' to pumsh officrato.~•· ; 

\llllS liDent !Ol' I ' IS· .!' • j ~. 
conduct. 10r 1msconc net or neg· 

lect of duty, by sus­
pension from office for a period not exceed­
ing six months or by fine not exceeding 
Rupees 5, or not exceeding three monthr>' 
official emoluments ; and the Collector's 
order in such case shall be final. During 
suspension the Collector shall appoint as 
deputy any person whom he may think 
proper. 

XX.-Clamse 1. It shaH further be 
lawful for the Collec­

Dismissal of Ollicintor. tor, with the sanction 
of the Revenue Commissioner, in case of 
malversation, f~aud, or grave misconduct of 
au officiator, to dismiss such officiator from 
his office, and to appoint a deputy, in acco r­
dance with the provisions of Section XIV. 
of this Act, as far as they may be applicable, 
to conduct the duties for the period duriug· 
which such officiator would otherwise have 
conducted them. Provided always that in 
rotation vV uttuns, and, with the sanction of 
the Revenue Commissioner, in non-rot!tton 
vV uttuns also, the Collector may appoint a. 
stranger to be deputy, instead of a principal 

· or other sharer in a 'VVuttun; should he.deem 
it advisable to do so. Provided also that 
nothing in this or the pr0cecling Sec:tion 
shall be held to be applicable to Police 
qmcers a~ such, whose misconduct is pro­
vided form Bombay Act VIII. of 1867. 

Olmtsa 2. Any person dismissed under 

Dismi:scd person in­
eligible for ro·cmploy­
meut. 

this Section shall be 
ineligible ·for i'e-em­
ployment, and if he her· 
~L principal sharer in tt 

rota.tion vVnttun, his duties in the event or 
his turn recuning shall be performed by a 
deputy !tppointed under t.his Act. 

XXI.-All decisions under the two 
Decisions' under t~>o l~st preceding Sec­

.lnst preccdiJ1g Sections. twns shall be passecl 
. . . after investig-a.tiuu re-

cOI·de~ m ":ntu_Ig, and for the purposes of 
such mvesttgatron the Collector shall hnve 
the same authority as a Magistrate in coni-



I . 

pelling the attendance. of parties and wi_t­
nesses and the productiOn of papers, and m 
taking evidence. 

XXII.-Whenever any officiator shall 
be convicted in any 

Confiscation of Wut- Criminal Court of any 
tun . criminal act in the 
discha.rge of, or ~-elating . to his official 
duties, or of a.ny hemous crime, t_he Govern­
ment may direct the confiscatiOn of the 
·wuttun, wholly or in part. 

XXI I I.-All deputies appointed under 
this Act shall be sub­r:, Deputies subject _to ject to the same rules 

;'<nme ':u les_an~l ponnlttcs and penalties as their 
as then· prmctpnl. . . I d tl prmc1pa s, an 1e 
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vVuttun shall be liable to coufiscn.tion upon 
the conviction in any Criminn.l Court of a 
deputy appointed by au officiator, in the ' 
·ame manner as it would have been 011 the 
conviction of the officiator himself. 

XXIV. - The provisions of Sections lX. 
to XI . and Sections 

• Inferior Village ~o r- xiru .,XlX. andL't. 
vants. of this Act, shall not 
apply to village hereditary officers of lower· 
rank than P lttel and Koolcumee, and the 
Collector shall, under the general orders of 
the :Revenue and Police Commissioner or 
Government, have full authority in r espect 
to hereditary officers of lower g rade :-

(ct.) To determine whetl!~:n· the ·wuttuu 
:-;hall be entered in the nmne~ of individmd 
Hhareholders, or in that of the whole body 
of vVuttnnd:ns. 

(b .) To fix, in eases where individual 
entry is so established, the nature autl 
exte'nt of the rights, duties, and responsi­
bilities of shm·eholders, :tnd the mode in 
which ofllciators shall be a.ppointed, whe­
ther b\· selection by the Collector, or rota­
tion, ~r elertion by t.he W uttundars, 01· 
otherwiRe, as he m1ty think proper. 

(..:.) To require, in cases where geneml 
entry is so established, the Vluttundars to 
fnmish , within a period fixed at hi~:~ discrc­
tiou, one or more fit person.:; £'rc1u amung­
their number, or otherwise, to perform the 

-~ service; and in default of: their doing so, to 
appoint such persons hims<' lf; a.ud to provide 
•for the joint responsibility of the whole 
body for the neglect of duty, connivance, 
or fraud of any of their number, or their 
rt!presentatives. 

(d.) To. act generally, m all matters 
relating to appointment, remuneration, 
fining, period of service, and dismissal of 
officiator;:;, the providing of substitutes, the 
o·mnt of leave of absence, a-nd similar mat­
tors, in all which his orders : ha.U be final. 

v.-ii5 

XXV.- -It shall Le the duty of .the Col-­
lector to keep a Regis-

Hegistor. ter of all lands and 
allowances belongi~g to het·e~it~ry ~illage 
offices, and this regtster shall d1stm~msh ~he 
la-nds and allowances held in constderat10u 
of service to·, Government from those the 
holders of. which are liable to service only 
to the village community by order of Go­
vernment. 

XXV.I.-In recording lands and allow­
ances in consideration 

Contem~ oi Hegistct·. of the eruoyment of 
which service may be regulated under tht.: 
provisions of this Act the Collector shall 
speci~y:-

(a .) The value of the ·w nttnu, that i:s, 
the ex tent of the lands, their full assess ­
ment, the quit-rent levi:tble, if any, and the 
net nlll.ouut of alienation ; also the amount 
of the cash allowances, and the sources from 
which they are payn.ble; and the lands and 
allowances set aside for the remuneration of 
offici a tors. 
· (b.) The name of the head of t.he family 

or, if there be principal sharers, tlteir lll~mes 
and the value of their respective sluu-es. 

(c.) The mode in which service is per ­
formed, whether by one or more offi.ciators, 
rmd whether iu rottttiou or not. 

(rl.) The person or persons entitled to 
serve, and if rotation be tho pmctice, the 
.order in which such person::; n.rc to :;uccoed 
each other in office. 

(e.) .The nature of the settlement of infe · 
rior village Wuttuns effected under Sedion 
XXIV. of this Act. 

(j.) Any other ptu·ticubrs which Go­
vemmeut may, from time to tillle, order k· 
be reconled. 

XXVII.-'l'he re~ist.er presct·ibed in 
Bection XXV. shall be 

Hegisrer may be co t·· r;orre<:ted as occasion 
rccted. . . ' 

an ses, m accordance 
with any change afleeting the W uttun, or 
the holders thereof, which nmy be made in 
ttecordance with the provillions of this Act. 

XXV ll I.-Govemment may from time 
to time, ft"ame, for the 

Gencml Hulen. guidance of the Col-
Govommcnt rnayrnukc lt.:ctor, o·eneral rules 

rul~s. . 0 • • h 
not lllCOltS!Btent Wlt 

the spiri.t of this Act, upon the following sub­
ject.<;, which shall have the force of law:­

(a.) Fixing the emoluments of officia­
tor:>, and combination of vVuttuns. 

(b.) Resumption of illegally alienated 
laud, allowances, ot· hues. 

(c.) Mode of inquiry and determination 
as to the number of .officiators, and the 
na.mt.:s, shares, and right.<; of service ofWut· 
tundars. 



(cl.) Entry of names of hci~·s and snu­
··essors, and a.dmissiou of adoptwn:;. 

(e.) Form of Regi~~r. presCI:ibed h,Y, 
!:;ection XXV. mtd addttJOnal p;trt~eula.rs, 1f 
any, to be entered therein. 

'f.) St!tud;trd of qualification to be re-
'· ffi . <fuired from o c1ator:s. 

(g.) Modeofregulating promot~on (wl~ere. 
required), leave of <tbsence, appomtmeut of 
:<ubstitutes, provi:sion for t emporary vaca.n­
c:ie:;, and the like. 

XXIX. - Tl1e decisions of the Collector 
under Sections X. n.nd 

Decision of Collector XXIV. of this Act 
·~ b~ pnsscd after inves- shall be passed after 
••gnttou. investigation recorded 
in writing, and the L:onsidera tion a.nd record of 
uny evidence 1t cla.mumt may produce; pro-

. . vided alw<tys that pro-
Prov•so. . d b ceedmgs nee not e 

1tdjournedfor the production of such evidence. 
The rea8ons for disallowing any claim, or 
for refusiug to accept the service . of a1~y 
person entitled to serve, shn.ll be gwen 111 
the Collector's own handwriting. 

XXX.-The deci: ions and proceediugs of 
Decision of Collector the Collector under 

duhjoct to control oflt(·- this Act, with the ex­
venue Commissiouct·. ception of Sections 
I V. ,XIII ., X IV., u.nd X V. shall be subject 
to the geneml control of . the H.~venne 
Commissioner uuder R egulatwn V. ot 1830. 
Provided n.lwny::: tha.t petitions uf appeal 

. must be presented 
l'rOVISO. • t . • . ( • 

wit llll ~Ixty cays I Ill-

mediately following the day on '~hich the 
decision or order appealed agmnJ:t wa · 
Itas;~ed aml t.lw.t the o·t·otmds of appeal must 
be di;tiuctly stated

0 

thereiu . lt sl1<tll be 
• ~ompeteut tu the Hevenue Corumil:lsiouer 
i.o reject the appeal it~ 011 peru~ al of' the 
pet~ti~u , it appears. to him ~ha~ there m·e u.o 
:<ullicu~ut gTouud,; for questwumg t.he dect­
~inn or order appealed agttiust. 

X.XXL-Clau.~·· 1. It ><hall be lawfi.ll 
ti>r Govemm•mt tu Po wei' of (hwt •J'llllWIIi· 

"' confe•· uu un,v pul'Hon coutiw ou !tli,Y persuu 
powur of , Coll~ct.or u1· within specified l!mits, 
Revenuo CommtRrilonor. u.ll Ol' any ol the 
tlutiesand powet·,; of a Collector or Hevenuc 
( ~omtuissioner uudet· thia Act. 

Clwusc• :l. A Collectot· may delega,te a,l] 
t:ollectot• utay delegate or any of.his authority 

his authorih• to his A..!- under thts Act to n.uy 
~i ritaot or Deputy. Assistant Ol' De­
puty, a.n<lall or any of his authority under 
Sections IV., and XIV. (b.), (c.), (d.), 
thereof to any ?Y!amlutdar, reserving ul way:; 
to himself the right of revisiun. 

2(}6 

XXX I L-The amount levial?le uuder 
. tl · . Act from au v lt~COVeriOd hOW to h~ liS • ( 

mMlc. \Vuttuu or shate o .t 
I vV ltttuu whether fo r the emoluments . or 

ofticiato;·:;, or a,.<,; composition iulieu of'serv1co.:: 
or li ttbility to serve, or othen\'!se, a,; also 
ftll tines, shall be recovemhlc, m th_e case 
of lauds as a R evenue demand, and m the 
ca..<>e of cash <l.Jlowances, hy a deduction 
fi·om such :1llowances, or, a t the discreti on 
of the Collector, t he whole ;tmount so levia.­
ble on <tecount ot'uoth htndf! and cttsh allow­
ances m!ty be recovered fro!u the cash. a l - . 
lowances only. S uch collectwns, deduc tion~~ 
a,nd recoveries uuty, when the money 1 .~ · 
required for the p:ty.ment of officia tor;;, he ' 
made three months 1~ advance. 

XXX[II.- It shall not be competent to 
Civil Court not to en- any Civil Court, to 

tcrtnin stlit questioning enter tain any suit 
the docisiou of Collector. questioning the dec i­
sions ofthe Collector uuder t his Act, or the 
orders of the R evenue Commissioner or 
Government t hereon, except in so far as th e 
rig hts of private parties inte;· ~e to.recog~ition 
as t he holder of any hen.tlslup of <t family or 
principal share a re concerned. 

XXXI V .- (a. ) The word '' W uttuu" 
shallu1ean n.ny hered i-

" lntcrprctntion." tm·y village office, and 
al~:~o all lauded esta te of every description, 
hues and cash payuients, orig imtlly granted. 
to or at present held by any pet-.~ous , or 
family, for the performance of the duties of 
any such ofHce, whether sueh duties nrc :tt 
present performed or not. 

(b.) The words'' heredi t;t ry villag-tl oHi ­
cer" shallmettu any person ha.ving a bene­
ficial interest, presen t or prospective, in <'t 
Wuttun, but shall not include persons uut 
of the fa mily who asser t a title by mortgage 
ot· by sale, g ift, <tdoptiou, or otherwise, 
effected without t he ~>an<:tion ot'Govemment 
since the introduction of B t·itish rule. 

(c.) The wonh r; hereditary vi!la,o·e orfi-
" I ll l . . "' cut· s lU· a so mclude all persous of what-

ever deu01nina tion hereditarily belouP·in,.,. 
to, or employed in , the lnitullge men(; of tl~rJ 
b~nd revenue, or iu the villa.o·e police, u.nd 
a.ll vill age serva.uts whose Wnttmrs we ru..,..... 
orig inu.lly granted, or are now held, for th,l 
performance of services ul'leful to the village 
uonununities, whether those !\ervices u.re at 
present perfoi·med or not. 

(d.) The ph m::~e" head of a ittmily" sha.ll 
meil.u a sole proprietor of a W utton or :L 

principal shu.rer . havi11g a sol<J rig·ht to 
l:lerve. 

( ) Th h " . . ' ' e. e p mse pt·melpal Bmt r~r' ' dh:< ~ ! 
mean any Vluttunt!ur wl,tJ, 'J U·'~ l'.f!~iuo- or 

• . <> 



1·cpresenting a share of not less than one­
eighth of one rupee, is. decided by the Col­
lector to possess a right to the separate 
entry of his name as a sharer. 

(f.) The word "officiator" shall mean a 
person appointed to conduct the duties of 
any hereditary office, and shall include a 
deputy. 

(q.) The phrase "full value" as applied 
to vVuttun laud shall mean the rack rent, 
or full rent Ot·diuarily pa,id by sub-tenants 
for land of similar quality in the !>a.me 
locnlity. 
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XXXV.-The provisions of Act XL of 
l843 in so f1u as they may be at variance 
with this Act with regat·d to village Wut­
tuns are hereby repealed, together with the 
following Regulations and Act:-

Regulation XVI., 1827, Sections XIX. 
XX. and XXVIL 

Regula.tion XV., 183l. 
:Regulation V., 18:33. 
Hom bay Act II I., 1862. 

XXXV L-This .Act shaJl be mtlled "The 
Hereditary Village Officers A ct, 187~J." 

STATEMENT OF OBJ EOTS AND REASONS. 

A Committee, consisting of the two Revenue Com':llissioner:; ttnd other experienced 
Revenue Officers, assembled at Poona in 1870, under instructions from Government, to 
consider the advisal~ility of legisla tion with regard to the future relation towards the Stttte, 
under the changed a,.<;pect of affa.irs now that the opera.tions 'of the Revenue Survey and 
Settlement have renderell their service~ rnore or less unnecessary, of Hereditary District 
<tnd Village Officers. This Committee subtr,ittetl a Dmft of an A ct for the purpose of 
placing matten:; on a more definite and .;atisfactory tooting, 1tnd it is on that Draft, omitting 
the Sections only ltpplicable to the form er class of Otlicers, which subsequeut pt·oceedings 
luwe to a certain extent done a.way with the need for enactiug, th<tt the }Wesent Bill, 
relat ing only to Villa.ge Offices, is based. · 

It provides different method.· of proceeding with regard to those fmperior Ofli.cers, t.~uch 
a:; Patels or Village H ead-men <tnd. Ooolkuroie>! or Accountant·, who::;e rights in their 
"\Vut tuns or H eredi tttry oHicial emoluments, serv ice and dignities, were regulateu by Act XL 
of 1843, and the inferior clu ·ses of vilhtge :;ervant:;, such as Wtttchmen, sweepers, &c., whose 
:>erviceH had by the usage of tlv· country come to be renclerod heredita.rily, but which had 
never been regulated by any written litw. 

With regard to the fim.ncr the provi~ions of .Ad XI. of 18•lil, have been found to b<J 
quite inadequate, and to work very um<<ttistactorily, especitdlyin the :lettlemcnt of questions 
relating to succes.· ion and ::;ervice in "\-Vuttuns in which tl1e right to ..;ervc in rotation wa>< 
claimed by dif-lerent individuals or larnilies. ~ecti on 1 V. of 1 httt .Act merely laying down 
in general terms that when the perfommuee of the dutie · was claimed in 1·otn.tion by Jifler­
ent s!Hu·ers they should nominate some one t•> se rve, uud in the event of their not so numi­
Imting the Oullcetor or other controlling ofl-icer should exerci~:;e t;he puwor of :;election, but. 
uot providing <tlly rul es f'r,t· fixing the order r.f robtion, it ha~ beeome the pnwtice, nvt 
uunaturally, (o r the Collectors to ~et on foot inqniri e:l to ascertain whose rig-ht to sueceed 
or serve was the highest, a.ntl n:; ~~ neces:>ary t:esult of the acknowludg•ueut in the Section 
quoted of t-he exis tence of t.he right of service iu rotation, to determine ns ti~r as possible, iu 
t he absence of any rules fur their g uida.nee, in wlmt ca..<:;es such rig-ht exjsted, and th~ 
order of ro1'n.tion in such ca:;e;;. The right of ~:;ervice, ttlthough not <tttended with auy gr·e1tt 
]'ecuniary pro/it, is highly prized on account of the socin.l dignity it confers, and ' is sought 
tin· by resort to most unscrupulous means, to the doruomlisation of the subordiuate revenue 
officials, a.ml the wasting of the time au<l patience of' their ~uj>criorx. Thc::;e evilH it i>< 
,;ought to remedy in the Draft Bill by lega.liziug- the preparation of 1t11 authenti1: 1-tcgi~:ltc:l' 
of n.ll Village ·w uttuns, hy which it shall be deterruiuetl on1:c for a.ll iu whi~:.h of them the 
pratice of :;ervice by rotation ><hall be rec:oguizerl, and what 1tnd in whom vested shall b<.l 
the order of such rotation where it is admitted. All the other proviHion!:l of the Draft with 
regard to the vVuttuns of the higher Village Otficers m·e ~;ubsidia.I'Y to thi~; 111ain end. 

With regard to the inferior classes of village servants it i.; COII!:Iidered a<lvi~:>ablc t•J 
provide mean:> by which they shall be enabled to recover frmn tho~c by whoru their laut:ll 
or customary emoluments are paid whftt may be due to them a.ccordiog to village wmgc, 
without reeourse to the expensive and tedious processes of the Civil Courts. This by 
Section IV. of the Draf~ Act will be through a Punchayetor jlll'y of jl.rbitration. Further, 
while maintaining a<; far ns appeal'S consist-ent with the public interests the custom of' 
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hereditary service among these classes, it has been considered advisable to place in the 
hands of the local Officers, who are in the best position to judge .of what is required, ex­
tensive powers for the regulation of the methods .by which succession and service are ,to 
be determined. It is hoped that by a combination of the hereditary and stipendiary 
principles more efficient service 'viii be secured on the part of these very useful, though 
comparatively humble, classes of officers. Lastly, it is proposed to exempt from liability 
to question in' the Civil Courts any decisions passed by competent authority in matters 
coming under the provisious of the Act in which the public interests are concerned, such as 
the regulation of the method of succession,. rotation of service, official emoluments, &c., 
Caving the jmisdiction of those Courts in such as relate to the rights of private parties 
inter se intact. This appeared both reasonable and indispensable, inasmuch as the officers 
of the State· a1·e the most competent to judge what mn.nner and kind of service are required 
for its purposes, and one of the main objects of the proposed legislation, vi?.., to settle 
matters, would be frustmted if finality were not given to the decisions to be passed 
under it. L ' 

(Signed) A. ROGERS. 
12th .Tuly 1873. 

Bill No. 3 of 1873. 
' 

A Bitt to alter ;:ncl amencl the BombaJJ Jllfunicipcd Act of 1872. 

Whereas it Juts been found expedient to 

l'reo.mblo. 
hold the Municipal 
election for the year 

1873 in the month of July 1873; 
And whereas the next Municipal election 

must therefore, under Section VII I. of 
Act II f. of 1 872, be held iu 187 5 on some 
date before the 26th July of that year; 

And whereas rate-payers assessed to 
House, Police, n.nd Lighting rates to the 
amount of Rupees 50 and upwards have 
not usually paid the filii amount of those 
rates for the current yettr by tl1e month of 
,July; 

r t is enacted as follows :-
T. Section IV. of Act III. of 1872 is 
l:icct.ion IV. repco.lt>u hereby repealed, and 

uud sectiou substituted. the following section 
substituted :·-

" 'rhe Municipal Corporation of the City 
. of Bombay shall consist of 64 persons 

to be appointe::d as hereinafter provid­
ed and shall by the name of r, the Muni­
cip&l. Corporation of the City of 
Bombay" be a body corporate !tnd have 
perpetual succession and a common 
seal, and have power to hold land and 
by such name shall sue and be sued. 
The said 64 persons shall be rate-payers, , 
residents in the City of Bombay, who / 
have attained the age of 25 years ctnd ' 
wlw shall have seve1'allu paid before some I 
day to be declare4 by notice in tlte Go- ! 
vernmant Gazette by the Governo1' it~ 1 

I Council the following J.lfunic-ipal mtes 
.J~r tl.e :IJea?· ne~ct p1·ecedin,q the election, 
v1zt., the House rate, and the Police 
and Lighting rates : Provided ti1at 
Fellows of the University of Bombay 
sh~.U be deemed qualified to be ap­
pomted Members of the Corporation 
m an.y of the :vays hereinafter provided, 
notw1thstandmg that they may not be 
.qualified as aforesaid" 

IL Section VI. of Act III. of 1872 is 
hereby repea.led and Section VI. rep en let! h f 

ami section subMtitutecl. t e ·ollowing section 
substituted :-

" The remaining- 32 Members shall be 
persons qtmlified as aforesaid and shall 
be elected by rate-payers, resident in 
the City of Bombay, who shall have 
attained the age of 21 years mul -wlw 
.~hall hm e :;e·vem.lly JXticl bejo1·e some 
d~·!l tu be d ecla1·ed by notice in the 
(jrovenvrnen ~ Gazette by th e Governor 
~n Counc1l the Jlfunicipctl 1·ates 
specified ·in section I~. of this · Actjo·t 
the year ne:t:t rn·eceedmg the eleot1'on . to 
the amount of not less than 50 Rupees ~ 
'.L'he elections shall take phtce at suci1 
dctte a.~ may be ji:cec~ by the Governo1' in 
~owzctl by not1.ce m the Gove·mment 
Gazette, and votes at such elections 
shall be recorded by means of voting 

. papers and under Stich rules as the 
Government may from time to time 
mak~ for the purpose ofreaulating h 
elections. 0 sue 
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STATEMI£r T ()J? UBJECTH AND HEASONS. 

It was t\mnd impracticrtble, owino· to the period at which the Bmubcty Municipal Act 
came into operation, to adhere strictly"' to the pt·ecise terms of the Act, in the exercise of the 
powers confened upon the Government by the 306th Section. 

The present Bill is, therefore, iutrodnced (or the purpose of legalizing the arrangement.~ 
made for the first Election. 

l 2t!t Jutu 1873. 
(Signed) E. W. HA V.ENSCR01•'T. 

Bill No. 4 of 1873. 

, A Bitt to legct/.izc certain pcupmmts tlutde .from the Jll'occcds of t!tc fi'cc.~ levitxl nuder 

(Boruba.IJ) Act IX. of 1863. 

WrrEm;As doubts have beeu entertained as 
r 11 to the legali ty of cer-

rmtru' e. tain payments made 
from the proceeds of the fees levied under 
Bombay Act IX. of 1863 : 

It is hereby cuacted that all sums, which, 

S nrus expended from 
i·hc procec<ls of the fees 
levied u ndor ll,ombay 
Act lX. of 186;J, fo1· 

with t,ho srtnctiou of 
Government, luwe at 
any time . been ex­
pended f rom the pro-

pm·posc connected wi t l.t cued::; of the fees 
tl.tc int rodu ctiou of su- levied under· (.Bom­
pCI·ior descript ions of ba, y) A.ct IX. of lSfi:\, 
cotton to be deemed to 
Lrwc been legally ex- for any purpose con ­
peuded. nected with the in ­
troduction and cultivation of supet·ior 
descriptions of cotton, shall be deemed Lo 
have bee.u leg-<Lily oxpouded, anything to 
tho contt·ar·y in Bombay .Act IX. of 186:3, 
notwithstrmding. 

--------
STATEMENT OJt' OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

Pa.yments ttnd advmtees have b~en from t ime to time made fi·orn the Cotton Frauds 
.Fund for objects connected with the introduction of new sorts of' seed and the general im­
provemeut of the cultivation of Cotton, but rega.rdi11g which doubts hav" arisen as to 
whether they came within the letter of Bombay Act IX. of 1863. The accompanying Bill, 
therefore, is introd uced for the lormallegali;mtion of these payments and advances. 

(Signed) J. GIBBS. 
l'2llt Jul!J LS/ 3. 

B!J ordc,· of J]i'.s E;~.·ccllcnc!J llw Governor in Council, 

JOHN NUGENT, 
I'ouli{t, L2llt Ju('} 1873. ~'\.cLiug Unde1· Secretary to GovormuenL. 

PRINHL• .Al TUI: GO \' I:R!>~l:t>'!' ~'E!>'l'HAL l'RE~-'1 JlO)IBAY. 
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