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THURSDAY, 29TH AUGUST 1867. 

0" Sepamte paging is given to _this Pat·t i11 orclet· that it may be filed as a separate compilat.'ion. 
The paging qf tltis Part commenced with the Number for Ja111tary 1 8GY. · 

PART VI. 
B I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N D I A. 

HOM_E DEPARTMENT (Legislative). 

Simla, the 13tlt August 1867. 

The following Bill, and Statement of Objects and 
Reasons accompanying it, are published fur gene­
ral information, by order of His Excellency the 
Governor General, under the 19th of the Hules for 
the Conduct of Business at Meetings of the Council 
of the Governor General of India for the purposes 
of· making Laws and Hegulations :-

.A Bill for tl1e Suppression of Frauds in the ColtoTL 
Trade. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the sup-
l'renmblc. press!on ?f fraudulent 

pract1c~s m the Colton 
Trade; It is hereby enacted as follows:-

l.-Pt·eliminary. 

I. This Act may be called" The Colton Fmuds 
Short Title. Act, 1867.'' 

2. The Governor General of India in Council 

Power to extend Act. 
may extend this Act to the 
whole or such part of the 

Territories under-any Local Government as shall 
be specified in that behalf by notification in the 
Gazette of lndi!l. 

3. In this Act-unless there be something 

I 
. CI repugnant in the subject 

ntcrpretat1on ause. or contellt-

" Bale." "Bale" means any pack-
age of cotton; 
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''Gin." 
"Gin" means any ma­

chine'used for the purpose 
of cleaning cotton ; 

" Press" means any kind of machinery used for 
' "P , the purpose of comp1·essing 

re••· cotton; 

" Imprisonment" means im~ri~onment of eith~r 
"Imprisonment." dcscnp~10n as defined 111 

•• Section." 

the lnd1an Penal Code; 
"Section" means a sec­

tion of this Act; 
. " British India" means the Territories which are 

" British India., or s.hall be vested in Her 
Majesty by the Statute 

21 & 22 Vic. Cap. 106 (An Act for tiM better go­
t~ernment of ludia), other than the Settlement of 
Prince of Wales' Island, Singapore, and Malacca; 

. " Forei~rn export"' means 
"Foreign export." exporto;to£British India; 

"Gender." 

"Number." 

Words denoting males 
include females: words in 
the singular number in­
clude the plural, and vice 
ver&tl; 

And wherever this Act shall operate, " Local 
" Local Government." Government". means the 

person tmthor1zed by luw 
to administer Executive Government therein, and 
includes a Chief Commissioner. 

· B.-Licenses for Cotton Pr~ss~s. 
4. From the day on which this Act shall be 

N 
declared by notice in the 

o ectton·press to be G t f r. d" to be in 
worked without license. azel. e 0 • .£R Ul • 

operaU~n 1n any terrato~ 



ries or districts, no press shall be used in ~uch 
tenitodes or districts for the purpose of con~ press­
ing cotton, without a license obtained m the 
manner und subject to the conditions hereinafter 
mentioned. 
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5. Licens~s for the working of cqtton· presses 
Licenses to whom to be may be grfnnted Db~ t~le 

grnntcd. Colledor o the rstnct 
within which such p1·esses 

are to he worked, to any per~ons who the Collector 
may be satisfied are in possession of the presses 
for the licenses of which they apply. 

Ever·y such license shnlf expire and shnll here­
newable npun the first day of Janua1y in the year 
next ensuing the year in which it was granted. 

The Collector may, for reasons ·which he shall 
slate in writing under his ~ig nature to the person 

' applying for any such license or renewal, refi1se to 
gr.mt or to renew the license of any press. 

6. For all pmposes of this Act, a licen see shall 
Liccnsccshchl to beowners. be held to be the owner 

of the press for which he 
has obtained a license. 

7. Every license issued under this Act. shall 
Contents of licc~sc. specify the nn~1ber of 

presses for whrch the 
·.same is grnnted, the place in which they arc 
sitr.;.~!t', ,'lu_d the power employed for working them, 
according io a WJ:itteu statement which shall ac­
company the applica-tion for such license; anrl for 
every pre~s so licensed, or the license of which 

License-fee. shall be so renewed, a fee 
shall' be levied at t.he rate 

set forth in the Schedule to this Act annexed. 
Upon the removal to another plnce of a press 

. comprised in any license, 
Rcmo1•nl o1·nltcrntwo of OJ' upon chan"'e of the 

press. c b 

. . · P?"'el' employed for· work-
mg suc~1 press, 1t ~hall be necessary for the licensee 
to ~btam n new lrcPnse in respect of the press, 
subJect to the conditions aforesaid. · 

8. Every applicant for a license under' this Act 
. P1·ess-mnrk to uc shall lodge with the <;:ol-

Jodgcll with Collccto•·· lector, a cloth, pa!'chment, 
. . or paper, im pr€ssed o1· 

markPd e1ther With some distinctive mark not less 
tluin one foot square, or with his name or· that of 
his firm or rompany, in letters not les~ than one 
inch and a hull' long. Such n~me shall be in the 
English language, and aiFo in such other vemacular 
language (if nny) ns th'" Local Govemment snail 
direct iu this behalf, and the name or murk shall be 
called a press-mark. 

Upon the grant of such license t.he licensee shall 
Liccuacc of cotton•prcsa mark with the press-mark 

to usc prcss-mnrk. every bale compressP.d by 
any press in his posses­

sion or comprised in the license, and the press­
mark shall be affixed to the wrapper or cloth un­
derlying the fastenings or bands of the bale. 

I I I .-Inspectr,rs of Cottou. 

9. The Local Government may appoint such 
. and Ro many Officers, to 

.Appomtmeot of Ina pee· be styled I nspecto ·s of 
tors of Cotton. C 1 

otto~, as, shall ~ppear 
expedrent. 

It shaii be the duty of such Officers to suppress 
Tl•eir duties. ·the useofunlice~sed press-

. es and to examme cotton 

LrotJO'ht for· compression or kept or offered for sale. 
In tl~e execution of this duty the Inspectors shall 

. at all times have access to 
To hnve nc~css to stores, every building Ol' enclo­

prcsscs, nnd gms. sure within which any 

cotton is stored, or any gin Ol' pres~ at wo_rk, or 
prepared for work, is situate; and tf the hcensee 
of any press Ol' his servant o1· ag~nt, sl~all be con­
victed of havioorr otfered anY o!Jstruct1on to such 
Inspector in th~ execution of his duty, his license 
may be adjudged by a iVlagistrate to be suspenc!ed ~­
for such fix~d time as the Magistrate shall tlunk 
fit ot· to have become void. 

. I 0. The Inspectors may seize and detain all c_ot-
. ton with respect to wlu ch 

. Inspectors mny serzc . any offence under this 
nclultcrntccl cottuu, nnd 
give it iuto custody. Act shall appear to have 

been committed, and may 
give such colton into the cus1ody of any Police 
Officer. 

Every P olice Officer shall be bound at the re-
. . c1nest of any Inspector to 

Pohce to """"~ Inspectors. . I . . · · 1 assrst um m serzrng am 
detaining such cotton, and in bringing the offender 
tojustice. ' 

ll. Any magistrate may grant a warrant 

0 •cniu" bales. authorizing an Inspector to 
I c oprn any bale finally 

pressed for foreign export, and thereupon the In­
spector may open the same accordiugly ; hut no 
lnspecto1· shall, without such warrant, open a bale 
so pressed as last aforesaid. · 

12. The Insp«ctors shall, in their ofHcial 
Control of Inspectors. capacitie~, be suqject, i_n 

any seaport to winch thrs 
;\ct may apply, to the orders of the Commissioner 
of Customs, and in all other places to which this 
Act shall apply, to th~ or·ders of the Collector of 
the District in"which they hold th~ir appdntrnentfl, 
or in which they are . for the time being employed. 

The Local Government may suspend or dismiss 
any Inspector for neglrct 

<liJ~i~~:l. suspension and or misconduct in the dis­
charge of his duty. 

n '.-Fus. 
13. Upon every bale of colton exported from 

any territories to which · 
Fcc leviable pcr·bnlc. this t\r.t shall have been 

extended under· Section 2, 
thPre shall be levieil Htch fee as the Go.vernor 
General of India in Council shall from time to 
fime notify in the Gazette of India. 

. S~ch fe_c~ may ~e levied nt such pla~e or places 
wrtlun Bntrsh Iudm (whether or not this Act shall 
have been t·xp1·essly extended to the territories in ' 
,,·hich such place or plact>s i~ Ol' are &itunte) as the 
<?overrw~· Gener:1I of India in Council shall from 
ttmc to time notify as aforesaid. . 

14. Whenever aQy such fee shnll be levied at a 

1 v f ~ sen port within the teni­
no! ~.!.1~r L~~salt 0°~~::~~ tories of any Local G 0 _ 
mcnt. vel'llmP.nt other than · the 

Local Government from 
whose t~nitorie~ thP. cottm~ wa~ originally export­
ed, the lormcr shall transmit to the latter Govern­
ment the whole 'Or such portion of the fee as th 
Governor Geneml of India in Council shall f · e 
time to time notify as aforesuid. 

1
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15. All such fees levied by ·the Local Govern­
ment from whose terri to-

Applicntion of fees. ries the cotton shall have 
been orirrinally exported, and (in case they are 

· levied by"' another Local Government uncle~· tlye 
directions of the Governor General of lndm m 
Council as aforesaid) all or sul'h po1·lion of the fees 
as .afo~esaid, shall be paid to the credit .of a, fun?, 
to be termed the "Cotlon Improvement l<und, 

· which shall be established by each Local Govern­
ment to whose teu·itories this Act shall have been 
extended, and shall be devoted solely to carrying out 
the objects of this Act. 

V.-Pcnaltics. 
I 6. Whoever aduhel"ates or deteri·orates cotton 

by mixing therewith any 
Fol' frautlulcut adultcrn- seed, di1·t, stones, or othc1· 

tiou, dcrcriornt ion, or mix- r 1 
hue of cotton. 10reign matter, or w 10 

, fraudulently o_r dishonestly 
mixeq cleaned and unclean1·d cotton, or cotton of 
different varieties in one bale, or who lhllldulen tly 
nr dishon estly, by exposing colton to dew or by 
any other means, ~eceptively increases 01· atten~pts 
to increase the we1gi1t of the same, shall be pumsh­
ed with imprisonmemt for n term not exceeding 
twelve monthti, and shall also be liable to fine. 

J 7. Whoever fraudulently or dishones tly sells, 
or keeps or offers fur sale, 

For f•:nmlnlcntly ~e11in g. any cotton adulterated, 
or kecpmg, o•· oOcnng for dete1 iomted or dPceptive-
snlc, adulterated or <lcte- I • 1' · · 1 t 
riorutcd cotton. Y mcr~asel Ill WCI[l; ~ , a~ 

afo resatd, shall be pum ~hed 
with imprisonment for a term not cxce~ding twdve 
months, ot· with fine, or with both. 

I 8. A II cotton which shall have formed the 
subject of u conviction un-

Confiscntion of cotton. der Section 16 OJ' Section 
,17 shall be coufi~cated. 

19. Whoever without such license as is men­
tioned in Section 4 works 

.For using Cotton Press or attempts to work any 
without n license. 

such press as is referred to 
in the same Section, shall be liuble to a fine not ex­
ceeding one thousand U.upe<S· 

20. Whoever aft_er such refusal as is mrnlioh­
ed in ::ieclion 5 \~orks or 

l'or workin~; Cotton attempts to work the 
Pre•• nftcr refusal of press in respect of which 
hecnsc. the refusal has been made, 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one thou­
sand Hupees. 

21. Whoever neglects to obtain a new license 
under the circurrlstances 

For neglecting to take mentioned in ::iection 7, 
out new license. shall be liable to a fine 
not exceeding one thousand llnpees. 

22. Any licensee failing to mark any such bale 
· compressed as aforesaid, 

l·'or failure to mark shall be liable to a fine 
hnlc•. not exceeding one hun­
dred Rupees, and his license, if it be so adju~ged 
by the .l\h<>'istrate shall be suspended fo1· such 
fixed time ~s the ':Ma"istrate shall think fit, or 
~hall become void as to all presses comprised therein, 

23. Whoever counterfeits or imitates any press­

For counterfeiting press 
mark, or using it without 
authority, 

mark, for the use of which 
a license under this Act 
shall have been granted, 
or packs any bale in 

any cloth or wrapper bearing a press-mark, 
which he shall not have been licensed to employ, 
shall be punished with imprisonment .fur a term 
which may extend to two years, or Wtth finl', or 
with both. 

24. ·Whoever · 't>ffer~ for compression colton 

l·~or offering ndultcr­
ntccl cotton for compres­
sion. 

adulterated, or deterio­
rated, or mixed as des­
e~·ibed in Section 16, shall 
be · lin ble to a fine not 

exceeding one thousand Rupees, and nil such cotton 
shall be confiscated. 

25. Whoever abets, within the meaning of the 
Indian Penal Code, any 

For abetment of offences. offence made punishable 
by this Act, shall be punished with the punish­
nwnt herein provided lot· such offence. 

26. Nu person· shall be proceeded against for 
. . . any offence under this Act IustltntJou ofprosccutmns. b · except y summons on m-

formation laid by an Inspector of Cotton or some 
other person. . 

27. All offences against this Act may be tried, 
. . . and all confiscations and AdjU<llcatJOI\ or otTcuccs, d . . . 

confiscations, nud fines. fines un er ~ts . PrOVI~lons 
may be adJudtcated by 

any 1\'I aglstra te with power~ not inferior to those 
of a subordinate Magistrate of the first Class. 

All such fines may be levied by distraint and 
_,. 

1 
f ~ale of the offender's goods 

Levy nn<l ulsposn ° by wat·rant under the 
fines, &c. h d f I . . an . 0 t le COilVICtmg 
M agistratt>, and Rhall otherwise be subject to the. 
rules in relation to fines and the commutation and 
!Pvy thereof prescribed by the Penal Code and the 
Code of Criminal P1·ocedure: · 

Provided that, in the infliction of the penalties­
provided by this Act, noM agistrnte shall exceed the 
limit~ of his ordinary criminal jurisdiction, and 
that all fines and fel's levied, and the pro~eeds of 
all cotton confiscated under this Act, ~hall be 
carried to the !!rcllit of the Cotton Improvement 
Fund, established by the Local Governm<•nt with­
in whose Territories .such levy or confiscation 
shall huve been made. 

Vl.-jlfiscellwzcous. 

28. Nothing herein contained shall affect the 
right of any person de-

Civil remedies not frouded by an ofl'endcr 
hnnml. 

ng••inst :this Act to ~ue 
him in the Civil Cour~. 

29. All or any of the powers and duties con­
Powers of Collcctorcxcr- fe~:rcd and imposed . by 

ciscnble by nuy Officer up· thzs Act on a . Collecto1· 
pointed by Local Go,•cru- may be exerc1~etl nnd 
mcnt. performed by such other 

Officer us the Local Go­
vernment shall from time to time appoint in this 
behalf. Evet·y person shall be legally bound to 
furnish information to - any officer so appointed 
when required by him to tlo so. 

30. The Local Govemment may from time to 
Power to make rules. time, with the previou~ 

' sanction of the Governor 
General of India in Council, make rules for the 
guidance of officel's in matters connected with tbe 
enforcement of this Act, and alter and add to the 
l'ules sn made: Provided that such rules, alter­
ations, and additions are not inconsistent \vitb any 
of the provisions herein contained. 



SCHEDULE. 
Fees leviable, 

Rs. 
For every press worked by steam, or any 

power other than animal or manual 
labour , , • . , • 5 

For every prePs worked by animal; or 
animal and manual labour.. · . . 2 · 

·For every press worked by manual labour 
alone • • , . • • • . 

STATEMENT-OF OnJECTS AND REASONS· 

THE object of this Bill is . to apply to the whole 
of Hritish Indio, other than the Lower Provim;es 
of Bengal, and the Presidencies of Madras and 
Bombay, provisions aimilar to those contained in 
the Bombay Cotton Frauds' Act (No. IX. of 1863), 
an enactment which, in the opinion not only of the 
local authorities, but also of the Liverpool and 
Manchester Chambers of Commerce, has been 
decidedly successful. 

The Cotton Frauds' Act now extends only to 
Bombay and Bt>rar; and from these territories the 
Central Provinces, in which no .ouch Act is in force, 
are divided only by an imaginary line. Under 

'•. these circumstances, the non-application of any 
i'.JJ.Ch J~w encourages adulteration at the borders, 
and the s.ime -p~;nctice, with all its injurious effects 
on the commerce of the country, is likely, unless 
checked by some such measure as the proposed 
Bill, to increase with the extension of the Railway 
system. Asre!l:ardsthe North· Western Prnvincrs, 
the Calcutta Chamber of Commerce has already 
pressed the application of the Ia w to those ter-
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ritories ; and there can be little doubt tha~ its imme­
diate extension thereto would be de~uable, ~~­
though the .urgent nP.ed for the · law w1ll not anse 
until the Railway_shall have connected the North­
West with the great cotton-port of Bombay. 

As the proposed measure will directly benefit both 
the · grower and the exporter, it is right that _it 
~hould pay its own expenses, and these the. B1ll 
proposes to raise .by an inspection· fee prescn bed 
by the Governor General in Council, which 
however, there is no intention of regarding as a £:: 
source of revenue. The Local Governmt>nt of any 
Province, having a port of export, will most con­
veniently levy the fee in the form of an export duty. 
In the case of the inland Provinces the fee will 
also, as a rule, be levied as an export-duty, but 
hy the Local Government of the port (incluning, 
for this purpose, Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay) 
to which the colton is ~rought for exp_ortation. 
In all such cases the latter Government will refund 
to the Government of the inland Province so much 
of the export-duty as may represent the fee charge­
able by such Government. Provi8ion is, however, 
made lor the inland Government, (if this should 
seem more convenient) itself levying the fee at 
such place or places \vithin its own territories; as 
may be appointed by the Governor General in 
Council. . 

(Signed) 

SmLA, The 2nd August 1867. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

Asslt. SeCIJ· to tlte Govt. of India, 
.flome Department (Legislative). 
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