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SUPPLEMENT 
'1.'0 THE 

BOl\fBA Y G·OVERNN[ENT GA_ZETTE. 

MONDAY, 5TH OCTOBER 1863. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 
The following Extract from the Proceedings of the Council of the Governor 

of Bombf~Y; assembled for th~ purp?sc of making Laws and Regulations undet· 
the ~rovrstons o~ t~1e Ar:t of Parhamen~, 24 and 25 Victoria, Chapter 67, is 
pubhshed for the mformatwn of all whom It may concem :-

The Council met at Poona, on Saturday tile 19th September 1863. 

PRESENT:-

His Excellency Sir I-1. B. E. FnERE, K.C.B., Governor of Bombay, Presiding. 
' . His Excellency Sir· W. R. lVfANSFIELD, .K.C.B., 

· The Honoraule Mr. W. E. FnEnn, 
The Honorable Mr. J. D. INVERAJUTY, 
The Honorable Mr. H. L. ANDEIISON, 
The Honorable Mr. Juao~NATH SuNKERSETT, 
The Honorable Mr. PnEMAIIHAl HE~IABHAJ, 
The Honorable Mr. A. D. RoiJERTSON. 

. The Council proceeded to consider the Report of the ' Sel('ct Committee appointed to 
· revise the Rules for regulating the conduct of business at Meetings of the Council, helil for 
~ he purpose of making Laws and Hegulations under the provisions of the Statute 24 and 2!i 

Victoria, Chapter 67. · 1 

Tile UNDER-SECRETARY read the Rules as amended by the Select Cemmittee on the 
:28th August 1863, and finally submitted with their Report on the 3rd September 1863. 

The PRESIDENT suggested .that in line 13 of Rule 1 the words" under his authority" be 
·nserted between the words" done" and " by." The Rule would then provide that whatever 
~as done by an Under-Secretary or Assistant Secretary would be done under the authority 
f the Secretary. The effect would• be that there would be one · person only responsible for 

~ll acts done by the Ministerial Officer of the Council. And it appear~;d desirable that 
res onsibilit should be fixed in this manner. o~ som~ one person, ami. that the .PoSBibil!ty 
sh!uld be p!evented of the Under-Secretary giVIng an order on any subject at vanance w1th 
any order given by the Secretary • ., · ~ 

PROCEBDINGS-.-186 

. . 



• 

e 

655 

The Honorable Mr. FnERE ob.served that the Secretary already acted under authority 
deleauted to hinl hy the Council. To allow him ther·efore to deleaate authority to an Undtr 
or lssistant Secretary would be to have an impc1·ium in imperio,

0

and this would be scarcely 
what the Council would wish to ha1·e. It would besides obstruct the rapid disposal of busi­
ness nnd occasion other difllcultics if the Und er-Secretar-y were always required to state that 
he signed papers or transacred any, other business under the authority of r.he Secretary. It 
would be better to considgr the Under-Secretary as acting und en .hc immediate authority of 
the Council, in the same manner as the S0cretary would act if he personally pd·form ed those 
duties that were ascribed to him nnd,er the Rules. The word " Secretary" was simJJIY used 
in the Rules for convenience, but it 1va~ always contemplar ed that the (Juties of a Secretar·y 
might be performed by some other officer·, who while.pert'ormiug these duties would act under 
the full ~anctiun of the Council as if he were really the Secretary . -·""" 

His Excellency Sir , ., , ILI.IAM MANSFmi. D said th at he und erstood the Rule in the same 
sense in which it had bet·n tak en hy the Honorable Mr. Frere. 

The PRESIIl ll Nl" said that 'under the Honomble Mr. Frere's' explanation , wh ich seemed 
to be concurred in by the Council, he would not. press for any alteno tion in the Hule. 

At the suo·O"estion of rhe Honorable Mr. lN\;ER.\niTY, it was ag reed t.ha t in the ·4th 
line of Rule 3 tJ~e word "fu ture " should he subsri tuted fo1· th e word "furthor; " it was 
also ngreed that in the 2ud line of Rule 5 . the word "the" should be substitu ted for ·th e 
word" uny." 

The PttESIDE NT ouserved t.hat as t.he word " President " was defined in Rule I, the 
words "if the Governor or OrdinaJ"Y i\'lember of Council IJe preseut " were unn ecessary in 
Rule 6. These words. were according·ly , omitted in lines 8 and 9 of th e Rule, und in lin~: 
10 the word "the " was substitutt'd lor th e word " their," and the wol'ds "of such Pre-

"sidt'nt" inserted between the words" absence" and '· the." 

The Honorable Mr. FnEnE remarked that in line 3 of Rule 13, Section XIX. of the 
Statute 24 and 25 VICtoria, Chapter 67, was erroneously quoted . Section XlX. of the Indian 
Council's Act related to the Council of the Gorel'nor General; the 43 rd Section related to 
this Council and ought therefore to have been quoted. The error was corrected accordingly. 

The PnllSIDBNT said that he could not understand why any cha nge had been made by 
the Select Committee in the nnmber of tim es that a I3ill should be read before it could be 
passed. The Report did not make this poiut clt:ar, and if the su)! gestion of the Commi ttee 
were to be adoptf'd, the Council would throw itself open to the charge of· having deviated 
without 11ny nppnreur reason, from the course followed by the other Councils. It would be 
difficult, be thought, ·to answer such a charg·e, and considering that it had been th e ci hj ect of 
the Council in revising the Rules to assimilate them as fiu us possible .to the Rules of the 
other Councils, he could have wished that no chang·e lu~d been made in the procedure. He 
pointed out the diflerenee in this respect between what was requir~d for the convenience 
of such a body as that Couucil and what was snited to the Bri tish Parliament. There 
it was always understood · that when a member moved for leave to introduce a Bill, he 
was at liberty to discuss the question in the most general manner, and often wlr eri leave 

, I 
•. 

. was granted a member for the in troduction of a Bill, he had n••t at the time any definite " 
idea of the precise form that tire mea~ure would assume when intr:ocluced. But iu this Council 
leave was never asked for· the intrt1duction of a Bill withou t a dmft of th e proposed measure I 
being ready lor submission to the Council, and in the case of Oovemment nwasures no steps 
were taken in Council until after much preliminary inl't•stigatiou l1y the Execu tive Government. 
The Council had been reminded by the Secretary of ~tate that it met ior the purpose of 
making laws and not lor the pllrpose of discussing generally any question which had no 
connection with legislation . It was for them, therelorc, to decide what procedure was the best 
adapted to ensure the speedy and efl:ective despatch of ·such business as tlfe Council might 
legitimately have before it. · 

His Excf'llency Sir W. MANSFIELD said that the change in the Rules had been recom- }. 
.. meoderl ' by the Committee at the suggestion of the Honoraule Mr. Anderson, who ·would 

probably be better able t}um he to explain the reasons for the change. He (Sir W. 
· Mansfield) ~·ould, however, only stat; tha~ the efiect of th~ uew Rule, if ~dopted, . would not 

be to really mcrease the number of chscusswns that wo,Lt<kl l>e allowable m connection with 

• 

.,. 
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·any measure.' ~s at the first read in~ tl1e statement of the mover of the Bill in support of its 
.g_eneral provJsJons would be made mstead of at the time when leave is asked to introduce it . 
. 'Ihus. tlus sta~~ment.woultl be made after· sufficient notice had been giveu to put other mem­
bers 10 a pos1t!on fa1rly t?,comprehend it. In other respects the·firstr~adingwouldgenerally 

: ~e a formal procedure. I lie a~van.tage of the proposed plan would be this, that members 
.would not . be tak~n by surp.nse 1n regard to any measure proposed for their adoption. 
They ~vould ~ave t~n~e to. consuler all the hearings of any mea~ure before they we1·e irrevocably 

. com~11tte~ ~o :n:t optmon m one w:~y Ol' otl1er. To illustrate his remarks, he could only refer 
·to h1.s posttiOn 111 r<'g-urd to the Ttme- lhrgains Bill. This Bill came orr the Council before 
.most .of the mer~rber~ w~re aware of i1s character or of irs objects. The old Rules were so 
:cramped that w•.th h1s v;ews hehad actually been compelled to a cour~e which otherwise he 
~hould ha1•e avo~ded as Inconvenient. · If the Rules as amended by the Corumittec \1:1d been 
lll force HI. the t~me , he would not have opposed the first reading, si1uply because his voting 

· f~r the first rcatlmg would not have commitr.cd him in any manner to the measure while 
t1me would have been afforded for gathering the necessary informntion. It would be' under­
stood also that the Rep~n· t ol' the ~elc~t Committee often afforded 1·ery valuable information 
on ~he scopE' and beanng uf a Brll rnd ependently of changes and consiclt·l·ation affecting 
pa!'t!Cular <;tauses. l!ndcr the new Hulcs tht-re would be this advantage that, at the 
second readmg, acco.rdmg lo Rule 20 uf the r·el'ised rul~s. it would he competent for Honor­
able members to d•~cuss any !IH'asure. as· a whole in au culightencd manner, with full 
knowledge of ,,Jl that could be said in favor of it, or against it. And it would then be irt 
~h7 powe•: of the Ct•Uncil to accept the Bill if it approved of it, and so pro~c·etl to consider 
~t ln detail, ot· else, if at this stage, the Council found that the mc·asu1·e was oLjcctionHble, 
It could at once reject it . without l'urther los~ of time and labour in going: ove1· a great 
number of Clauses. This plan h(ld at least the rn~rit of cunl'enicnce to rccornm<';nd it. It 
was calculnted to save 1he Council much waste oftiml', for while it tended to eusnre 1liscussiou 
after full information had been received· on any point. it discouraged a hasty and ·premature 

· discu~sion of any meHsurc, which was more thau could be said (as they knew from experience) 
in favour of the system in force under the l'xisting: Hul~s . A f1er a full discussion ou the second 
reading, with all the iufonnation all'ordcd hy the llepurt of the ::ielect Comrnittel', the Council 

· having resolved itself into a Committee of the wlwh~ Council, if we are permitled the use nf,·the 
term (which is very doubtful), any further discussion on the principle would, under the 
new · rules, be unnecessary and Jhe1·efore out of place. The third reading wbuld often be a 
merely for111al step in. the procedure. It was easy ·to see that by this arrangement 

. much valuable time would be saved. He (Sir W. Mansfield) was not present at th!l 
. meetings of the Council that were held during the last cold s~ason ; . but he had 
. heard that one measm·c then before the Council had been carefully matured after the 
. Report of the Sdect Committee hat! been considered, each Clause had been carefully ex-

amined and passed, its details. had been ri10dificd to a •great extent, and it was on the point 
of receiviug the final stamp of · the Council's approval, wh~n •. at the eleventh hour, the 
whole disc.ussion on the principle was J'c-op~>nccl by an Houot·able mernbe1·, who then only 
fuunrl that. !1e could not consci<·ntiously subscribe to the Bill as a whole. He was open to cor­
rection in what he stated, but he Lelievcd that what he had said was the case; and there 

. could be no doubt that a system that per·mittcd such a catastrophe as he hud described, was 

. not a system that was favourabfe to that speedy and dlectivc despatch of business that they 
were all so auxious to ensure. Ami thoug:h the proposed system was not couformablc with 
the procedure !n the other Com~~ils, st~ll th[~t, he hop~d, W\>Uld not be held. a st~fficien~ reas?u 

. for ·rejecti1w it. At all evc11ts, Jf tlw Counctl det.c:rmmed to have only two readmgs ol a 13111, 

. he.bopcd tl~e new Rules would be rdciTl'U back to the Committee, iu order· that the whole 
. ·~ · of the proposed pro~.edure under t!JC ltead of" Bills" might be recast iu accordance with the 

wishes of the Counc1l. 

The Honorable Mr. ANDERSON said that His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
had correctly stated the reasons for the change which 1he Committee hud recom­
n~ended. Tl1e old Rules had undoubtedly b~:c~ liaL.Ie to the objection th~t under them 
Honorable members might . find. themselv~s vo~mg .l~r a ?leasut·e. at an Important stage 
of i.ts cxiEtence without bemg m possesswn ol. ~ufhc1t•nt 111.rormatwn to .enable them 
to aive their vote in an intelligent manner. 1 he cuse relerred to by ~l1s Excellency 
suffi~iently illustrated this. He ~M~. Anc~er:;oJ~) was present on the oc~aswn ~·efcrre~ · to. 

- H em mbered that al'ter the D1stnct Pollee D1ll had been carefully consuleretl m a Com-
~t r · el' tl e Pouncil the Honorable Mr. Inverarity drew up a memorandum on it, "which 

. mi tee o I '-' ' . b" . . d I C T d h 
. . expressed in .a .most forcible m~nne.; varrou.;; o · ~fe~t1~ns to !t, a1f1 t teth oCunct ~os!pon~ ~ pe c

1
?n-

. si<leration of the measure pendmg ~1e rece1pt o IU1ormatwn rom e ommtsstonels o~ o 1ce, 

.. 
' 
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wh~· ·wc•·e rcqu~ted to submit their vie\vs on. th~ 1·1onora?le M•k·._Inv1e~·aribt~'s ~Ljectio1ns. 1und<~er the old Rules Mr. Tovcrarity had been qUite m order m nm ·mg 11s o ~ect1ons w 1eJ? 1e 1d. 
Indeed he would not probably have been. in a .position. to have ma(~e them at ~n earl_H:r stng-e. 
But every member must have been consc1ous of the senous. obsti·uctwn to public busmess that 
was occasioned at the time. The Honoral>le M_r. Iuverari.ty was not prep.ared to ~ppose the 
Bill on its first readinrr. He had no opportumty of movmg that I he Bill be reJected as a 
w!IU'Ie, until the seco~d reading, thnt is, until after the Council had spen~ ~~ve~·al days in 
considel'i·n"' the Bill Clause by Clause. The plan proposed by the Select Con11~1ttee wou_ld 
effectually 

0
prevent the recurrence of this dilficnl_ty by reading every Bill a sec?nd_ tune b~fo?·e Its 

consideration Clause by Clause, and thu~ enabhng a ~ember to. move t.he n'JCCtJOU of~ Bill ~n 
that second reading. 1f the second readmg were can1ed, th e Bill would th(•IJ be COI~S1dered m 
detail, and after that would come the third reading. It would perhaps tend to explam the pro­
cedure recommended by the Committee if he instanced the position in which they_ at present stood 

· in regard to Mr. Frere's Insolvency Bill. No member had opposed the motiOn for .the first 
rendin()' of the Bill. But ti·om this it was not to be understood that all the members mtended 
to support the · Bill to the end. Honorable members voted for •the first reading simp~y 
because as yet 1.hey saw no ground for rejecting it. But unde1· th'e present R_nles, the ~Ill 
having been read a first time without opposition, there would be no opportumty of movmg , 
the rejection of the Bill, until after its numerous Clauses had beeu considered o.ne by ?ne 
by the Council. · The Bill he believed to be an excellent one, but others m• ght thmk 

· differ"ntly. It wns a very i·mportnnt Bill and one which no one would wish to opp~se 
at its first stage. But if any members were opposed to it, they ought to have an opportumty 
of raising a 'debate on the principle before the measure was considered in detail. He ( M J' , 
Anderson) thought that the proposed amendment in the Rules would in the end be found to 
save time, although it afforded opportunity for the complete discussion of a measure. 

The PaESIDEJST said thnt he saw no objection to the present procedu1:e oi1 the grounds 
stated by Mr. Anderson. There was no absolute necessity under the present Rules to postpone 
a discussion on the principle of the Bill, until the whole measure had been considered in 
detail. In the case of the Time- Bargains Bill, the fullest discussion had arisen on the 
question that the first Section stand part of the Bill. This being the case, it did unt appear 
what advnntages t.he proposed scheme would have over the present plan. The consideration 
of the Bill in detail by the Council provided at present exactly the same opportunity for a 
full discussion as the Select Committee wished to be given by their proposed second reading· ; 
and after the whole measure had been finall_y modified, the question usually put after all the 
Clauses that the Preamble stand part of the Bill, always enabled Honorable members to speak 
and divide on the question of principle, so that the present system did allow members to give 
an intelligent vote on the pl'inciple before the Bill was rend a second time and passed. 
What he (the President) thought was, thut the proposed plan had no advantages that were 
not possessed hy the present 1~rocedure, while it would be utterly unintelligible either to the 
members of the othe1· Councils or to any one accustomed to the: .procedure of the House of 
Commons. 

The Honorable Mr. RonEnTso~ said that he appreved of the prop~sed change 1n the 
procedure, as it .would allow any Honorable member to speak to the principle of a Bill before 
the Council spen~ its time in discussing its details. 

The PnESIDENT said that any Honorable member could do that ·now. Besides in prac­
tice there was no restriction as to when the principle should be discussed, aud when the details; ; 
as a matter of fhct nothing was mere common than for a speaker r.o object t.o details when! · 
professedly opposing the principle and vice verstt, it woul~l be quite possible (as . had been 
done in the deuate on the Time-Bargains Bill) to oppose a Bill in the fullest manner on 
considering a mere matter of detail. 

His Excellency Sir W. MANSFTELD said that we should discriminate between facilities 
afforded by pH~ely Govemment Bills and those introduced by Honorable members on their 
own account; the Government would never bring forward any measure without having 
first been fully Hatis6ed ns to its necessity. But private Bills might be forced on the Coun·­

·cil at any time without sufficiency or information, and any discussion on them might there­
fore be unsatisfactory and incomplete. It was not, however, desirable to make different 
provisions in the Rules for Government and private Bills, as it was the wish ·of the Secretary 

· of .State ta pluce ·all the members of the Council on the ·same footing in regard to the 
introduction 43f t~e Bills. He (Sir WilHam Mansfield~ contended that the proposed plan 
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if adopted w~uld mal~c the first real discu~sion on a measure 11 bond fide discussion and uc.t 
a mere one-sided affmr. 

!~~edH~n9rable MI
8
'· . 111 N'1' ~>IURITY sairl thnt ~nder. these Rules it would or,linarily tak<~ 

31 OI a;s to pass a I tli'ough the Council. 

. His Exa>Jiency. Sir IVrLLI,\M MANHmr.D said that he did not think 3( or 38 duys a 
p1eposterou~ly long· time for the cousi!lel'ation of an important measure. 

. .The Honor·able .Mr. Fnv.ne said th>~t as they no longer had stated Sessions, it did not. 
,.,J\ f~gmfy l~ow l.ong r. Bill \\' l\S uudcr considcrati(rn. There \Vas, nothing to prevent ~c~crnl Bill~ 

1om . bemg Int1·odnced at one rn eel.in!!; and meetings conhl be called by the President at 
any tnne ot the year fur the di~pm::al of Bills. · 

. Tl.'e PnEsmeNT rcrnar·k ed that three months \\'US the minimum time for· thP. cousidera-
tron of a ~ill by the late Legis~ntive Council of I nrlia. He thought that it. would pel'l•nr~ 
mc\'t . the views of the Couucrl 1f 1 he following chan~cs were made in ltule 20, t.hat in th<: 
~r·d. l~ne th \' worrl "may" be su!J,titntcd fur t.he word" shall," 1hat in 1he 4Ih, 5th, 6th and 
I th lmes, the words." on dmt Report being presented the principle of the l3ill as mnende<l 
by .the Sel\'ct Commrt~ee may be discussed ou tl1e second reading," be omitlcd, and that in 
th~!r pl~ce . ~he. followrug words be sui.Jsritllled; " which when orderc•l, fihall be prcsl•ute<l 
before the 13111 IS re.aJ a second time.'.' These alterntions were agreed to. 

At the suggestion of rhe Honoraule lVh. INvr:nAntTY, the words" or substance" were 
omitted fi·om line 2 of Rule 28. 

. His Excellency Sir W. lVIANSFlELD said that in line 9 of Rule 32 the words" left to ri.,.ht" 
shoulrl have be\'n " right to left." The change was accordingly made and Sir'"'· Man:fiel•l 
explained that the object of the Cmnmittee in proposing that the Move1· of a motion shun),! 
be rhc first tu vote on it, and that the other member~ should vote in consecutive or·de1' from 
right tu left was to avoid making any disrinetiou between the members of the Executive 
Govemment a11d the udditiol)l<•l members. The old Rule which required that members should 
vote in order of seniority was open to this objeelion that members of Govcnrmeut ahvayo 
vot~d first on every measure. · 

On t'lw motion oft be Ho1:orahle Mr. Fmmv., the wonls ". to some future day" were sub-· 
stituted for the words" to the next or· some othc1· couvenient day" at the close of llule 34. 

After the Rules had been amended by the Conn<:il, the Honorable !VIr. fmlllll said that 
the Select Co111mittee IJIId purpMcly avuidejl makiug any · rule in regard to rhe time when 
Bills contuinino· penal clauses should he submi1tcd lor the previous sanction of the Goveruoz· 
General in Co~ncil, in accordance witl1 the recent instructions of Her Mt~jcsty's St•cn•tary 
of State as the nratter \\'aS authoritati vcly settl<·d in Scctiou 43 of the Indian Council'~ 
Act., wi1ich provided th~t .·nv such Bill-; shoulll even ,<:o'TI!! under lb!! eousideratiu!l oft lw 
Council without the prev10ns sanetrou of the Supreme Government, but he d10ught It woul<l 
be advisable that that Section of the Act (43) should l!e added <IS a foot note to 1he Rule 
13, that members should have no cause fur overlrJoking it. 

, The Honorable Mr. AND£H!:'ON said that it was unneces!'ary, as every man Wl!S buun<l 
.;- t.o know the Law. 

The Honorable Mr. FnEnE then said that he would _nut pn·~s l1is sugges1ion. 

His Excellency !:;ir WILLIAM iVIAN;;FtE!.D then ~aid that h? would not press the. R<'~o)u. 
tions of which he hac\ given notice, not because he du.l not cons1dcr the ernploy~en~ ol a short-

! . d .
1
•1·ter· ,was required !Jut because he was aware that thf!re were other· uiJjections to th!! 

1.\D " " ' h I k I h . . ' 'tion He thourrht that there could he uo ar< er wm· · t 1an avmg lo l'cvJse orw sown 
propobsl -·· ;or in revisin"IY it was impossible to remcmLer all the guarding wordfi and expressions 
~peee e, • 1' "'' 1 · f k' I I · • II b · d • ;hat mirrht have been carefully used 11t t ~e tr.me o

1 
spea mg •. 1ut whliCrJ 'h"ou < e omst.~e m 

b ld "'· · So that statements not ob1ectlonab e at the trme w en t ey wes·e mar,e are 
af a prdecJst. ~ssume a ve~y off~nsive form when reported. He could 'wish that they had 
0 ten rna e 0 " . l h . . r l u d s a short-hand writer tu report theu speeches un{ er

1 
t ek supervrs1~n1 o t 1e . n ehr- PRecretary, 

I. t' 't of Ileccssitv be at present muc I 1:!\ ·en up Wlt 1 prepanng t e ports, w 1ose Jme mu~ • o 
PROCEEDINGS--;1~7 
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1 1 e had other work to do. But he had been informed by His Excellency the President. 
~1~~nrh~re were practical difficulties in the way, which co.uld not easily be met. 

The PnB~IDJ'NT said t.hat the occasions were ra·re when a short-hand wi·iter would be 
required. Jn general all that wa~ wanted was an abstrac t of what wus said b.'' each speaker. 
Very few speaker$ woultl like ro sec their speechc~ verl.mlly reported, and an ordinary ~hort­
Jmuil writer who did not undcrsraud the su hjt•ct under discussion would very •ofl en fail in 
sriviug the rev! substance of a speech. There wou)d .besides be a great · pract~cnl difficulty 
iu the way of thci•· obtaining short-hand writ.C' r:;. Even in Calcutt•• ·this dif-ficulty \\'as fe lt, 
and though the Couucil of the Governor General had .secured the services of a , very able 
and competent short-hanrl reporter, it was still found that it was only when the speeciH-s were 
on subj ~c ts with which he himself was conwrsant that hi> power of short-hand reporting I~' 
obvia~d tlw necessity for members revising the repor ts uf t l1 eir own spPeches whenever 
the subject. was not f ~:miJia1· to hiru . Spt··nkcrs fOunJ that it was a n1ore satisfiu:tory plan to ""': 
i-~vise the reports of their speeches that lmd bt·en prcpan·d by him in the ordiuary manner. 

The Honorable M1· . . A NDP.RSON concnl'l'ed with the .President in thi nking that it 
would be diflicult to get n good short-hall(! reporter in India. 

The Honorable Mr. HormnTsoN remark ed that short-hand writing· was a VPry diffi cult 
accomplishmeut to learn, and after it hud been acquired, it touk the writer ·severa l years to 
read his own wri ting. 

Sir· "r· JVL,N SFI ELD added that he thong·ht lhPre would be ·no insuperab!P difficulties pre­
sented in a plan which should give a Clerk to the U nd er- :;lecretary who should ha ve ac ld eved 
the accomplishment of slro1t-hand wriring·. An addition to the w11 g·es of a n ordinary Clerk 
would ensure this, and the Cle'rk when the Council was not sittin g·, would do his ordinary work. 
In this manner· at small expt·nse his objt•ct would be accomplished and tire Undcr-St·cre­
tary wonl cl be provided with . an efficicut aud proper aid in the preparation of' his Hcports. 
The drawing up of the Reporls would still rest with the Under-Secretary, who would however· 
be provided with the reasonable aiel h e did not now possess. He thought that this matter· 
should be left to Mr. Bird wood to organize, and he. trusted the subj ect would not be forgotten . 

'fire President said that there were no 13ills that were as yet ready to be placed before 
the Council. Tl1c Draft Survey Bill was st.ill nuder the consideration ·of Government, and 
'\1•ould not probably be in a sufficiently matured state for introduction for some monrh s. 
Probably rhe uext business that th ey would have to take iu hand would be the consideratiou 
of the Time-Barg;aius Bill; !Jut as that wo.uld not be for some weeks, he would not fix any U<ly 
for the next mect.iug-. 

The Pr·csident adjoum ed thC' Council sine die. 

lJy onlet· of His E.rcell.ency tlie Governor in Council, 
H. · Bll1D'WOOD, 

Poona, 24th Septembe1• 18C53. 
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U ntler-Secretary to G overnment. 
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