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SUPPLEl\1ENT 

TO THE 

BOl\iBA Y GOVER:Nl\IENT GAZETTE. 

SATURDAY, :,lls'l' MARCH 1863. 

The following Report of the Select Committee of the Council of the Governor 

of Bombay for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations, together with the 

Bill as altered by them, is published for general info1:mation :-

Rrport of tlte Select Commillee az>poinled to conside1· and report upon a " Bill to 

pro1;ide for Lite M anagemcnt of the Vcltar Wale1· Works. 

• The Committee beg to report that tlwy have carefully considered tl1c details of the Bill. 
In its general principles they have not thought it necessary to makl! any material alterations 
except the omission of SccLion X., which cxemj1tcd Uovcmmcnt Buildings from water mte, 
and the insertion of provisions granting to the Bench of Justices an eflective control over 
the proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners ·iu carrying out the purposes of the Bill. 
The Committee however also thought it desirable L)sat the powers conferred on the Governor 
in Council by Section XIV. to order improvements and extensions of the ' 'Vater Works, and 
the introduction of new scales of rates should · be exercised by the Government in concert 
wiLh the Bench of .Justices as representing the local corrunuuity, and they have made tlte 
requisite modifications iu t.he terms of that ::;cction. 

In Section II. the Committee have inserted 99 years as the period fur which the L<tke 
nnd Water Works are in the first instance to 'be vested for the ptl''poses of the Act in the 
Municipal Commi£sioners. The language of the latter pa1·t _.f the Section, !Jas, they balieve, 
been made more simple and intelligible by the substitution of a prec:ise provision lhr tho 
reversion of the property to Government in the place of a somewhat ambiguous assertion of 
its rights. 

In Section VI. while the principle of the original draft has been adhered to, considerable 
verbal chaugcs have been made. 

PROCEEDINGS-84 
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It appeared necessai·y, looking to the terms upon which the Bill ;vas brought. fon:anl, 
that au estimate os accurate as circumstances. may 11dmit should form the baSIS of the 
relative proportions of the .cost of Jhc Wat.cr 'Yor~s payable by. ~overnme~t anc~ by the 
Municipality. The Comnuttec have therdore modified the proVISIOllS on tillS beh_.tlf of the 
Section as it ori"inally stood, so as to require the amount expended to be ascert-'lu;ed, and 
the respective sJ;';res of payment to be determined by the Deputy Auditor and Accountant 
Geneml of Bomuay. . · 

In Section XI. the Committee have thought it advisable to substitute forth<: reference. 
to the Penal Code made in the original Draft a specific provision fur the. pum

1
shmefiJ:t of (1 

persons fraudulently disposing of water. At the sa~1e time th~y have bro?gh.t t lC. o. ence 
within the summary jurisdiction of the Police :Magistrates, wluch as the Sectwn orJgmally 
stood, could not have been so promptly disposed of. · · 

·with these changes, and a few verbal alterations of no great importance, the Committee 
recommend the Bill for aaoption by the Council. . 

· (Signed) A. D. ROBERTSON, 

( " 
) J. D. lNVERAll!TY, 

-:-- ( " ) MICHAEL H. SCOTT, 

( " ) "JUGONNATH SUNKERSETT, 

( " ) UUSTOMJEE JAMSETJEE JEJEEBHOY. 

A Bill to p1·ovide for tlw JW.anagement of tlte Vel1m' Wate1· Wo1'ks. 

WUEllEA:; by Section XXX. of Act XXV. of 
l 858 it is enacted that 

PremnUic. the Municipal Commis-
siouet•s for · the town of Bomuay shall pay to the 
Go\•ernor in Council certn.in annual sums in 
discharge of t:l.te original cost, with interest, of the 
works called the Vehar \Yater \Vorks, and of 
the cost of maintaining the sam~, and whereas 
it is desil·nblc, in consideration of !he large outlay 
incurred in the construction of the said works 
that one moiety of the same in excess of Twenty­
fil'o lncs of nupees should be defmyecl by the 
Governor in Council, :mel whereas it is expe­
fliotlt that the management of the said Vehar 
\Vntcr Works he trn.nsferred to the said Com­
missioners, mu.l that the said Commissioners be 
invested with powers for niaking such munnge­
ment eflcctual , aJHI for rnisiug certain funds for 
tho purposes nforesnid, in addition to the funds 
which by law they may now raise, mal that in 
tho exerc-ise of such powers and the disposal of 
such fnnrls they be subject to certain rules and 
limitations ; It is hereby eunctetl-

• Short Title. 

1 I. l•'rom nnd 

'l'ho Vehnr Lnkc Ancl 
Worka ·to be ,·estcd il1 
the <Municipnl Commis­
sioners of llombny. 

I. This Act shnll be 
culled "The Vehar vVate1· 
Works Act." 

after tl1e 1st day of July 
1863 the Vebar Lake 
in the Island of Salsette, 
and all the land adjacent 
thereto up to the level of 

the embankment on the side thereof, 
and included within the limits delineated in the 
Schedule A to this Act annexed, and all the land 
and other immovaule property which is neces­
sary for the pnrpose of conveying the water of 
the said Lake by pipes into the Town of Bom­
bay, and there distriuuting the same, nnd which, 
being the property ofGovcrmnent, has ordinarily 
uccn npplied to, or employed for, the pmposes 
aforesaid, shall be vestorl fo1· a term of 9!) 
yenrs in ·the Muuicipal Commissioners for the 
Town and l slaud of Bombay, in trust for the 
purposes of this Act and suhjcet to the condi­
tions hereinafter provitled ; and it shall be· lawful 
for the Governor in Cot\ncil at tho end of the 
period of 99 years aforesaid and thence­
forward from time t:o time to onle1· that the said 
propert.y shall vest ·in the said Commissioners on 
the con.ditions ami _for the purposes aforesaid for f · 
such further per1od uot exccediu ()' 99 years 
J'rom the dny of any such orde1·, ns"' shall ~cern 
cxpcdi.cn~: Pro1·id~d that · on lhe ~·xpiralion of 
the. s:wl. hrst t~·rm of !.lp years, or of any further 
perwd tor wluch the G?vernor in Council may 
have o~·clered th~t ~he smd property shall rest in 
the saul ~ommJssloners, all rights . and evorv 
power conveyed to the said Commissiono1:s 
UIHler this Act shnll forthwith cease aud deter-
mine, and the said property shall revert to and ~~ 
become. vested in the Governor in Council as. 
the samc· were vested in the said Goremor iu 
Council before this Act was passed. 



.. 

III. It shall be lawful whenever tl1e same 
may be necessary in or­

Access to land nnd uer to rc•Jmir, renew, cx­
conu ui~s. &c. 

tend, improve or examine 
the Lake, conducting pipes, or any other portion 
of the vVnter \ii'01·ks aforesaid for the Commission­
ers and their servants at all reasonaule times to 
enter upon and pass through any land or other 
property adjacent to the same ot· in the neigh­
I.Jourhood thereof, in whomsoever such property 

r • may be vested, and to conyey into and through 
the said land or other property such materials, 
tools, and instnuneu ts as may be necessary foi· 
the purposes ;lforesaid ; and any person obstruct­
ing such entran ce or passage, or conveyance, shall , 
on con viction bef•H·e any Magistrate, be liaule 
to a fine not exceeding Hupees Fifty, com­
mutable, if not paid, to one mon.th's simpl e im-

. pri8onmept, provided that all damage done to 
land or other property b): the said Commission<; rs 
or their scn ·ants in the exercise of the powers 
by this Act confen ed, shall be mncle goocl by 
the Commissioners to the o\\'ners of the .;ame. 

IV. All mnteriuls, tools, instruments; nn.d 
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Mo,·nblc property other movable property, · 
· ,·cstetl in !ltuuicipal purchased ·or otherll'ise, 

Comn:issioucrs. aCfjuired prior to the said 
1st day of July 18G3 , by or fo r the Go­
vernor in Council for the purpm:es of the \Vater 
\ :Yorks aforesaid, and on thnt day vested .in the 
Governor in Council or in nn y person in trust 
fo r him, shnll th(:! n forthwith become vested in 
the Commissioners aforesaid in tl'llst fur the 
pmposes of t.his Act. 

V. From nnd after the day nl'oresaitl the 
. :1\Ianagement and mnin- said \V nter \~' orks and 
tcnnnce Ly the ~lm;i- the business thereof shall 
cipal· Commissioners. be excl'usiYely mnnagerl 
and cond 11cterl by the su iLl Com mi ·sinners, who 
shall be uound to kec·p the sa icl vVatcr .,Narks and 

· tho pro l'erty pcrtnining thereto in good repair and 
efl'ectiYc for the propm· purposes of the same, and 
the saitl Commissioners shall mnke such exten­
sions, improvements, nnd nltt:ra tions in tht: saiu 
\ Vater Works·antljlroperty as may be necessnry, 
and for such purposes may expend such stun;; 
as may be uecessnry qut of tl:c .~Jnni cipn l Yu.ncl, 
subject holl'ever to such prohtbJtlOIIS and lmn tn­
tions as the Goveruor i11 Counci l, UjlOll the r<"pre­
scnt.ntion of the l3ench of Justict•s, may in any 
case think lit to prescribe. 

V I. \Vher.eas by the provisions of Sections 

I,.. . tt -G. . XXX. and XXX I. or 
. n. t repn~· mcn o o XX \T ·(' lS" , .. ·t . 

Tcrnmcnt byComzoission- Act .1. ~ • o <J ts CCI :llll 
crs of cost of Water sums arc now t.ml mny 
Worl;s. become payable Ly the 
M unieipal Commissioners of the :row~t m~d 
I sland of Dombay to the Governor .m Court<'tl, 
aml shall continue to he payable uu11l the .whole 
of the expense incmred in the construction of 
the Vehar Lake and vVatcr "'arks, wiih iuterest 
at tbur pl'l' centum per annum, shall have been 

repni<l; except such p01·tion thereof as shall be 
defrayed by Gnv'lrnmcnt out of the PulJiic reve­
nue, and that the said Commissioners shall also 
pay to the Governor in Council such fu1-ther 
sum in enc:h your ns shall he equal to the cost 
of the main_tcnance of the said works during the 
preceding year, and whereas a sum in excess of 
!i! ii lacs of rupec•s has been er.pencletl in tho 
const.mcti0n of the said Vehar Lake and \Vater 
\'11/orks, am\ it hns been agreed that one-half of 
all sums so ex pcndetl in excess of 25 lacs of • 
rupees shnll ue defrayed out of the pubHc rcvcnue, 
it is hereby enacted thnt the said l\luuicipal 
Commissioners shall pay nnnunlly to the Governor 
in Conncil a sum not less than the totnl amounts 
pnynble under the provi. ions of the Sections of 
the Act afnresaitl: which sums shall be appro­
printed to the liquidntion of the nmount payable 
with interest hy the .M unicipnl Commissioners 
until the whnlo amount he defrnye1l, nnd the 
snid amount shall be the t<J tnl of ~he said ~(j lacs 
of rupees [\ll(l or a 1119_iety of tho excesrauove 
~ ii lacs of rupees expended on the eoustruction 
of the sni.d Vehnr Lafw and Water Works, the 
amount of which moiety shall he cleterinincd on 
.a scru tiny of the nccounts by the Depnt.y Auditor 
anti Accountant General of Bombny; ·and fl'Om 
nml after the clay upon 'rhich this Act shnll come· 
into operation, the liability of the said Commis­
siolters tn pay. to the Govern or in Council in ench 
·ycnr the mnount oft-he cost of the maintenance 
of the sai•l Veb:\l' I"ake and Vvater vVorks shall 
cense and determine, but if thesaill Commissioners 
shall in any j·enr fail to pay tn the Governor in 
Council such stuus as are in this Section 
Jn·escrihed, it shall be lawful for the Governor in 
Council to giro two months' notice to the 
s:tiLI Commissioners, requiring payment of nil 
arrenrs accrued due on account of the s;ums so 
pnynhle, aml on failure of the. Commissioners 
to mak.e such payment, the smd Vd~tu· \Vater 
·vvorks and all the movai.Jie and innnovahlc 
properly n.ppertniuing thereto and vested in 
the snid Commissioners, shall cease so to n•st., 
and shall fort!n\·ith hecomo vestc(\ in the 
Governor in Council in trust for the purposes 
for whieh it was previously veste(l in the sni<l 
Commi~si oners : ProYidcd that all sums received 
lw the Governor in Council on accouut of water 
s~pplicd from the said work:~• shall after deduc­
tiun of all sums expended 111 the management 
awl maintenance of the same be credited to the 
sai•l Cormnis· ioners ns having been paitl on tl10ir 
ncconnt and rect:ivcd by the Govct·not' iu Council, 
iu liquidation of the nmount paynble by the sai<l 
Commissioners and in thb; Section. 

VI I. .lirom urHI after the day npnn. wltit!h 
this Act slmll !;ome intu 'Wntcr.rntes nc:ty ue 

h·vied hy the i\tuuicipal op~ration, it shall be law­
Commissioners. . ful for tho Municipal 
Commissioners with the couscnt of the Bench 
of J nstices nmrthc approval of the Governor in 
Council to impose such annual or other pcriodi· 



cnl rates for tl10 snpt;ly of wn tor from the s:ticl 
Vehnr vVatcr vVorks, ami such periods for the 
J>nyment of tho snme, npnn houses, wharves, 
nud ot:hrr structures, nnd upon nil wo,·ks nnd 
plnces whntsoever so supplied with \ratL'r, nnd 
thereafter with such consent nnd npproval so to 
niter the snit! ratl.'s and perincls as mny he 
necessary or expedient ami as the Governor in 
Council llllll' approve, nnd snch rates shall Le 
recovcmble l1y the sail! ~I unicipal Commissioners 

• in like manner n:; rates payable uudL' l' the provi­
sions of Act XXV. of 1858. 

VI II. It shnll be J:mfnl foa· tl10 sai1l Com­
missioners, with the con-

ll'luniripnl Cornmis- sent of tho Bench of 
sioncr:o u:ny supply hy 
mcnsurcmcnt nnd by J usticcS<" :tnd subject to 
Contrnct. snell rules as the Governoa· 
in Council. mny, from time to time, prc·scl'ibe, to 
supply water to any person from the said ' Vater 
Works, in such quantities ancl on such tenus 
and .,. .. :litions as shr..!l seem fit, nnd to contract 
fo1· the supply of such ~~·:ii:eJ' for any purpose 
whatevc1· to any person II'Jtlwut mensurement at 
a re;lsmwble fixed rate, and all mon eys due to 
tl1& said Commissioners on account of any water 
so' supplietl shall be recoverable in like manner 
as the rates in the last preceding Suction 
mentioned. 

IX. All public wells, t:m),s, reservoirs ancl 
the like vested, or whieh 

Puhlic wells nllll tnuks may hereafter be "\"esteLl 
to b" presencu. in the Municipal 'Com-
missioners, and from which the public may oa· 
shall onliur,rily have drawn water without pay­
ment, shall be continuecl and maintained by the 
said Commissioners, so loll!!,' as the :I3encll of 
Justices or the GoveJ'IlOI' in Couucil shall require, 
nnd the public shall hase free nccess thereto nnd 
mny draw watuJ' therefrom without hindrance or 
payment of any fee whaterer. 

X. E1•ery person liable to the payment of 
. any rate o1· price to the 

Pum•l.nnrnt fo.r frnn- J\1 unicipal Commissioners 
dulcut d'"[JOsnl of water. for :my wat~r supplied to 
him from the said V char v\' nter \ \T 01·ks upon 
certain CIJ!ldit.ious as to the usc of tl10 same, who 

. shall fmll'.lul€'lltly dispose of such water to 
persons or JiJJ' pnrpos":~ in violation. o~· the said 
coiiLlitiuns, shall be liable on conv1cllon before 
any .i\Ia<ristmtu of' Police to a fine not exceeding 
H;;. 500: ami in defa~1lt o~' pny1~ent ?f s uclt fi~IC 
shall be ptmitihed With sunplc IlllJH'ISOillTUmt f·ur 
n Jleriu!l not exceeding two months. 

XI. The Municipal Commissioners shall at 
Insprction of \~' orks al~ reasonable times. per-· 

by Go••erumcnL Ofltc<·r~. nut all persons appomted 
by the Governor in Council on that behalf, to 
enter upon, and inst_,cct, and ta!•e aecoun~ of ~II 
tho property by tlus Act vested, or wh~oh, Ill 

''irtuc of tho same, may become vested 111 the 
said Commissioners; and the persons so appoint­
ed as afo1·esaid shall be entitled to enter upon 
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and pass through any .P''oper~); n1ljacent to, or 
in the neio·hbourhoml of, the s:nd Vehar Lake and 
vVatet· \Yorks, or any part thereat~. su~ject to 
the same conditions as the lVl ummpal Com­
lllissioneJ·s, and if from the report of. any pers~n 
appointed ns aforesnirl it shall appe:w th~t the Salll 
Lake or vVoter \Vorks or any- port1on of the 
same m·e not in a sound and efiective condition, 
it shall be lnwf'ul for the Governor in Council by 
notice, .under the siO'natme of a Secretary to 
lioYernment, to calln(>on the said Commissione~·s (i} 
to repair, improve, and make effective the s:ud 
Works or Lake OJ' portion thereof within such a 
period as may seem reasonable, and the said Com­
missioners shall be bound within such period to 
comply with such refJuis: tion, fnili.ng which the 
Governor in Council may immediately on the 
expiration of such period. order the ~aid L~ke or "r orks or portion thereof to be rcpa1red, unpro-
ved, and made efH:!ctive, in such manner ami by 
such means ns shall seem fit, and the M uuicipal 
CommissionCI's shall , in any such case, be bound 
forthwith to pa,i• to the Governor in Council the 
cost of the work so performed, in addition to 
any othet· sums by them payable. 

X f I. The Municipal Commissioners sh nil 
l\Iuuicipnl Commis- ke1•p accounts of. all re- ' 

siouers to l<cc p nr.counts. cei pts and disbursements 
on behalf, or by reason, of the s;1 id Vehnr Water 
\Vorks,. apart and distinct from any othet• ac­
counts, allll shall annually present to Gorern­
ment and enuse to he published in tllC Govem­
ment Gazette, statement of such accounts, and 
the said accounts shall at all reasonable times , 
be open to examination and audit hy nny person 
nppoin t:ed on that behalf by Government, and if 
upon the report of the. person so appointed it 
shall appear that the s:.id accbuuts are falsely, 
('J'I'Oneously, or negligently kept, it shall he law­
ful for the Governo1· in Council to order the 
same to be corrected, and to he kept in future 
with due diligence according to such plan as 
Government may prescribe, as truly representing 
the affhirs of the said \ ;Vater vVorks, and the 
:Muuicipal Commissioners shall be bound to 
conform to such order. 

Xll I. . If from any snch annual report of the 
Disposal of surpluo Commissioners Ot' any re-

funds. port of an examiner ap- .,._ 
point-eel by t.he Govel'llor in CounC'il as aforesaid, t 
it sh;1ll appear that after paying to Govel'llment 
the snms due untlCJ' this Act, and after providin ,.,. 
fot• the repairs :uad mai'ntenn.nce of. the Lak~ 
and \·Vater· Works and the payment of neces-
sa1·y sal:nics, auy surplus remains in the hands of 
the said Commissioners or thei1· ag-L•nt~, of moneys 
rccei vr.cl on account of the said \Yorks, it shall 
bo Ia ll't'ul for the said Commissioners with the 
cunseut of the 1.3cnch of Jnstic~s to expend the 
same in such extensions anLI improvements of the 
snid Vl/orks and of the apparatus connected there-
with ~s the ~overnor in Couuc·il may approve, 
and 1f such Improvements or· extensions shair 
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appear to he necess!\ry, it shall he lawful for the 
Governor in Council with t.he concurrence of 
the Bench of Justices to require that the same 
may he made ; and if it shall appear that the 
surplus, a.ftu\; providing for such payments to 
Govcnuncnt and for such expenses of repairs 
and maintenance as aforesaid, has in any year 
exceeded the sum of Fifty thousand Rupees, the 
said Commi~ioners may forthwith prcp:tre a 
new scale of rates and prices, so calculated as 
to red uce the ::mnual receipts on account of the 
said \!Vater 'Norks, either by the whole amount 
by whicli the s!\me exceed the necessary dis­
hursom cnts on account thereof, or by such sum as 
shall remain after providing for the extensions 
and improvements which may properly be 
made out of the said smplus or profits, and 
shall submit the same for the approval of the 
Govcmor in Council, and in failure thereof the 
Gorernor in Council with the concuiTencc of the 
B~nch of Justices, may order such new scale to 
l.Je made, or may prescribe n new scale calculated 
as at·(>rcsaid, which new scale the said Commis­
sioners sbnll forthwith adojJt, and shall thereafter 
recover such demands only for . supplies of water 
as are in accordance therewith. 

XIV. If the Municipal Commissioners shall 
H Commissioners fnil refuse or fail duly and 

to perform thei r duties diligently to maintain nne!' 
nude•· this Act, thcv manage the Velt:tr ]~akc 
mny lJC temporarily sti- null \ •Vater vVorks, or to 
rmr <l cd. keep accounts of the 
same, or to perform any duty which, under this 
Act they arc bound to perfol'm, it shall be lawful 
for the Governor in Council, after such notice as 
shall ·seem fit, to appoint any person or persons 
for the performance of all or any of such duties, 
until the next ensuing election of Municipal Com­
missioners, and to assign to such persons suc.h 
salary as shall seem reasonable, to be paid out of 
the Municipal Fund, and the person so appointed 
shall have and exercise in the performance of the 
duties assigned to him by the Governor in Council 
the like powers and privileges as the Municipal 
Commissioners, and the Municipal Commissioners 
shall, from the date of such appointment, cease 
to perform the duties assigned to the persons 

~ "so appointed, and shall. transfer to the said per-

sons all documents, accounts, ami property ne­
cessary for the proper performance of such duties, 
provided that from and after the next ensuiug 
election of Municipal Commissioners the duties 
and powers of the person so provisionally appointed 
by the Govcmor in Council as nfore!mid shall . 
cease, and shall forthwith devolve on and vest 
in Lhe Municipal Commissioners, and that such 
person slmll be bound to transfer to tho Munici­
pal Commissioners all documents, accounts, and 
property lJC!d by J.im or under his control, on 
account or the said Vebnr ·water Works. 

XV. From and after the day upon which 
lluildiug, &c. within this Act comes into oper­

thc limits of the wn'l.cr- ation, it shall not be law­
shed prohibited. ful for any person to erect 
any building, shed, or other structme, for t.hc 
purposes of dwelliug or mo,nufacturo, tmdc or 
agl'iculture, within the limits of the water-shed 
of the Vchar La.ke, as de!Hied in the Schcci'ulc 
B 0 to this Act annexed-~ or to extend or alter any 
such structure heretofore existing within the 
snicl limits, or to apply the same to purposes 
dill'erent from those to which it bas heretofore 
Leon usually applied ; and it shall not he lawful 
witbiu the said limits, without such permission 
as aforesaid, for an}' person to carry on any 
operation of manufacture, trade, or agricmlture, 
in any manner whereby any injury may nrisc 
to the said J,ake, or the waters of the same. 
may be fouled or rendered less wholesome ; 
and any person so ollcncling shall, at the pro­
secution of t-he said .Municipal Commissioners, 
be sul~ject, on conviction before any Magistrate, 
to imprisonment of either description for any 
period not exceeding one month, Ol' to a fine of 
Rupees One Hundred, orto both ; aml it shall 
further be lawful for the Magistrate of the Dis­
trict, in case of any such conviction as aforesaid, 
to order the immediate removal of such build­
ing or structure, and the discontinuance of 
such operation or usc of the laud as aforesaid ; 
and in case of disobedience to remove such 
structure and to prevent such operation or use, 
and for any opposition to such removal or other 
disobedience of such order as aforesaid, the 
offender shall be liable, in each instance, to the 
penalty in this Section above provided. 

lJlf m·der of Iliff Excellency t!te Governor in Cotmcil, 

R. WEST, 

Officiating Under-Secretary to Government. 
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