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SUPPLEMENT 

TO THE 

B·OlV[BA Y GOVERN~IENT GAZETTE. 

FRIDAY, 9m JANUARY 1863. 

PROCEEDlt~GS OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. -TnE following Bill, which it is intended to introdi~ee into th'! Council. of the 
Governor of Bombay for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations, is, 
together with Statement of Ob~cts and Reasons accompanying it, published for , 
general information :-

A Bill to 1·egulate the Burial nr Disposal of tlw Dead in tlte Town 
and Snlmr!Js of Bombay. 

Wr-mREAS it is expedient to regulate the 

Prenmbl~. 
.Burin! and Disposal of the 
Dead within the Town 

and Suburbs of Bombay ; It .is enacted ns fi>l
lows:-

I. In case it appear.:; to the Governor in 
The Go~ernor in Council that for the rn·o

Council mny r~strnin the tection of the Public 
op•nin):( of rww Durin! llealth the opening of any 
Grounds or Plncrs for new Burial Ground or 
the Exposure oft he Dend Vault, or of any new 
nnd order the disrunli-
nunncc of Uurinls, Burn· Ground m· Place for the 
in):, or Exposure of tho Burning or Exposure of the 
Dend within the '!'own Dead within the Town 
nnd Suburbs orpombny. and Suburbs of 13om bay, 
save with the previous approval of the Governor in 
Council, s1iould be prohibited, or that Burials in 
any Burial Grounds, Vaults, or Places of Burial 
within the Town and Suburbs of llombay, or that 
Burning of the Dead in any Grounds or Places 
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within the limits aforesaid, set apart or used for 
that purpose, or that Expo1'urc of the Deacl in any 
Towers, Grounds, or Places within the limits 
aforesaid, set apart or used fot· the Expo!jnrc of 
the Dent! !f.:loulcl he wholly discontinued m· should 
he discontinued subject to any exception or· qua
lification: It shall be lawful for the Govemor 
in Council to order that no new Burin! Ground 
or V:llllt, or t!tnt no new Ground or r~laec fot· the 
llnrning or Exposure of the Dead shall "lie 
opened within the limits aforesaid, without such 
previous approval or-{a!: the cnse may r<'CJUire) 
that after a time mentioned in the orclcr Burials 
in such Burial Grounds, Vaults, Places of Burial 
o1· Durning in .any such Grounds or Plac<>s set 
apart or used for tho Burning of the Dead, or 
Exposure of the Dead in any such Tnwcrs, 
Grounds, or Places set apart or us<>d fo1· the 
Exposure of the Dead, shall be discontinued 
wholly or subject to any exceptions or qualifi· 



cations mentioned in such order nnrl so from time 
to rime ns circumstances may require. Pmvitlccl 
always that snch order· shall be pnblishccl with 
translations in l\Inrnrhce nnrl Guznmthee in the 
Bomba1/ Gov~rnment Gazl'ilr. ns soon ns pmcti· 
cable after· such order· shall have been made, and 
that copies of sucli order with such trnnslations 
ns nfnresaid shnll be affixecl on ~he doors of tho 
Police Chowkies or on such other conspicuous 
places within the said Town and Suburbs of 
Bombay ns shall be deemed expedient. 

I L It shall not be lawful after the time men

Burin!, Burning or 
E~JtOstarc not to tnkc 
plnce after ordrr for dis
continuance. 

tioned in any such order 
for the ' discontinuance 
of Burials, Burnings, or 
Exposure, to Bury, Burn, 
or Expose the Dead in any 

Durin! Ground, Vault, GmmHI or Place or· else · 
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III. When by any such order o~1 the rGo-
vcr·nor in Counc1 ns a.ore

Nrw Burin! Grounds, 
llumiuu· Grounds, or 
Plnccs ~r the Expo~urc 
of the Dend not to be 
opene•l contrnry to the 
ortlrrs of the Governor 
in Council. 

snicl it is onle)'erl that 
no new Burial Ground, 
Vault o1· Groumh or Place 
for the Bnrn.ing or Ex!JO- . 
-smc of the Dead shall be 
opened within the Town 
nne\ Suburbs of Bombay, 

with_out the previous approval of the Governor 
in Council, no new Burin\ Ground, Vault, or 
Ground or Place for the Burning, or Exposure 
of the Deatl shall be proviclecl, opened, or used 
within the limits aforesaid without such pre
,·ious approval. 

IV. It shall be lawful for tlJC Governor in 

Got·crnor in Council 
mnv make r11lrs nntl 
onicrs to cnrry this Act 
inlo effect. 

Council from time to 
time to make such Rult:'s 
and orders as may be 
necessary to carry this 
Act into effect, and· from 

time to time to vary, amend, m repeal the 
same as ocension may requi re. Provicletl• thnt 
such Rules shnll he immediately published with 
transln.tions iu MmnJ\JCe and Guzarathee in the 
Bombay Government Gaztte. 

wher·e within the parts to wl~ich such order extends 
or in the Bm·inl Grouncls, V :wits, or riaces of 
Burial Grounds, ur Places of Burning, Towers, 
Grounds or Places of Exposure (as the case may 
be) in which Dmials, Bnrnings, IJI" Exposm e have 
by any such order)leeJ}4Jrderecl to be discontin}red 
except as in tbis Act or in such orcler cx~epted, 
and every Person who shall after such tunc as 
afcu·esni<l Bnry, Bnrn, or Expose any body, or 
in nnv wise net or assist in tho Bnrial, 13ul'lling, V. The Town and Submhs of Bombay 
or E~posure of any body contmr·~· to this enact- Extent of the Act. men t i ~ucd in this Act 
ment, shalL be guilty of an offence ngainst this . . coJ~lPJ:rse wh~tc_vet· has 

. Act, nml shall be punish- been lutltcrto lllclucled wrtlun the lnmts gene-

] Srrc _,~hnpptrr . IXCY:, of e<l with imprisonment of rnlly knowu as the I slands of Bombay and 
t ae nuann cnn ouc. . 1 • • -" C 1 l ·- \ ·· 1· · 11 1 1 · 1 · · eJt.:er des'cnpttou.:....1or n I o a "ln., to got aer wrt 1 n - nm or groum now ot· 
term which may ~(!nd to ( ) years, or with which heH,after may be reclaimed from the Sea 
fine, or with both. - . . . or llarbour. · · · · · . 

STATE~rENT OF OnJECTS AND REASONS. . . 
The prnctice of clisposing of the Dead in the mirlst of crowded <;:iti.cs and large Towns .has 

been long ncknowletlgetl to be injnrious to the Public llcalth. · 
The evils resulting from such a system_ in Englnr;~d, anr\ which are of tenfolcl force in n. 

Tropical climate, were so notorious some years ago, that the suhject was coutinunlly · being 
pt·essed upon Her Mnjesty"s G<!''ernment, and at leug~h Bnrinl Acts were pas~ed by which the 
system of intrn.muml bm·ial wn.s to tally sn ppressed. (Vitle 13 and 1 '1 Vic~. Q. 52, 15 a.r!d 
16 Viet. C. 85, and 16 nnd 17 Viet' C: 13'1-). . 

The over-crowded state of the Bombay Grnve -ya1·ds, the ever increasing population and the 
existing nJTangements for disposing of the dead are well known, am\ a rcn~ecly is _ ur·rre!It]y 
required for· a very gr·eat and pressing evil. Thousantls of persons die ·aunnally on the Isln.m\ · 
whose bndies are interred, bnrnt, of exposed in situations directly lo windward of the 1i10st 
crow1bl parts of the Native Tuwn .- . · · · . 

The accompanying Bill p1·oposes tn gi\·e power to the Govet·nm· in Council to ren·ulato 
t-he ?peni.ng of New Bur·ial _Gronmls or· p!acos for . _the dispo:al nf the den~ I. an!\ to clos~ any 
Bm·wl Ground or places h1therto used f'OI" the drsposn l of the dent! Within the Town anrl 
Sllbu!·~s of ~o~bay which may be consiclererl o\m~xiuus to ~he Public ILealth or Public Decency. 

I he B1ll IS framed upon the moe lei of the ~tntutc l (j anti 17 Victoria C . ] IH "An Act 
to amend the laws concenvng tho Bnl"i:l.l of the Deatl in Englancl hcyond the .limits 'or the Me
tropo~i.s and. to amend tho Act.con~eming the 1311J'ial of the Dca.d in the 1\•letropolis." . 

lhe Brll to be translated mto the i\'luratheo nml Guzarathce Languages and published· in 
the Bomba!/ GovermeTLt Gaze~te. · 

(Signed) W. B. Tms-fn.u~. 
Bombay, 7th January 1863. 

R. WEST, 

Offieiating Under-Secretary to Government. 
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