
229 

S ·U P P LEMEN T 
TO TI-lE 

B O lV[BA Y GOVERNlVIENT GAZETTE. 
HL&~.nnmr 

MONDAY, 28Tn JULY 1862 . 

• ~ THE following Extract from the Proceedings of the Council of the Govemor 
of Bombay, assembled fo1· the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under 
the provisions of the Act of P arliament 24 and 25 Victoria, Chapter 67, is pub­
li shec~ for the information of nil whom it may concern :-

The Council met at Poona on Wednesday the 23rd July 1862. 

PRESENT :-

His Excellency Sir H. B. E. FnERE, K.C.B., the. Governor of 13om bay, presiding 

His Excellency Sir W. R. MANSFIELD, K.C.B . . 
Ttu: HoNORABLE MR. FRERT;. 
THE HoNoR.IBLE Mn. lNVERARITY. 
THE HoNOHABLE THE AnvocATE GENERAL. 
Tne HoNORABLE MR. TRISTRAM. 
TuE HoNORABLE MR. MAnHownow VtTTUL VINcnoonKun. 
THE HoNORADLE MR. JuoGoNATH SuNKERSETr. 
TnE HoNo~AB.LE MR. RonEitTSON. 
THE HoNORABLE MR. ScoTT, and 
'l'IIE· DEPUTY SECRETARY. 

• 

The Honorable M R-: FRERE presented the Report of the Select Committee on a " Dill 
to amend Section 45 of Clause I. of Regulation XIII. of 1827 ." 

His Excellency Sir W. R. MANSFIELD said he had an amendment to propose, but would 
defer it to the next m~eting, when the Report of the Select Committee would be considered. 

The ADvocATE GENERAL remarked that he also wished to propose an amendment, and 
would send notice of it to the Secretary, in accordance with the)l.ules. 
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· · I fi ,, · f " Bill for mokin(J' Mn. JuGGONNATli SuNKERSETT, m proposmg t 1e rst rea~mg o. a . . o"r 
better provision for the care of the Persons an.d Property of Mmors m the PiesHlency 

• 

Bombay," said:- · 

"The Bill which I am going to bring fovward in Council to-day i~, a 'Bill fo.r makinq 
better provision for the care of the Persons and · Property of Minors m the Pres1dency of 
Bombay.' It has been prepared by the Judges of the Sud~er Adawlut, at t.he ;eqt~est of 
Government, and is intended to remedy the pr~sent defect m the. law of tlus l restdency 
touching the care.of the persons and property of mmors. I. am gl~d It has fallen to my lot ~o 
hrincr forward this Bill. As the Law now stands, there IS nothmg to prevent the !l~tur<~l 
gua1!dians of minors from making away with the minor's est~tes .. ~ w.ant of provJsion to 
remedy this defect in t11e law has been much felt: and tins Bill IS mtended .to supply 
the want. 

"Sect.ion 15 enacts, t.hat the proceedings of the collector in charge of the r.state should 
he subject to the control of the superior Revenue Authority. It is difficult to see why he 
should not !Je subject t.o the jurisdiction and qontrol of the Civil Court, as well as any other 
manager of the minor's estates. 

· " In Section 18, where it runs, ' But no such person ·shall have power to sell or mort­
Q'!lrre, &c.,' I wonld add the words, or 'otherwise alienate or dispose of' immediately after 
th~ word 'morto·age,' and this can be done in Committee. I think this addition necessary, 
because though cl1e estate may not be sold or mortgaged, it may he disposed ofin gift, as the 
law contains no prohibition against. this,-the addition suggested therefore will, in my humble 
opinion, prevent the estate being so given away, and I thinl~ it should be considered wherl1er 
the same restriction should uot be extended to the moveable property of the minor,-or t9 
some extent. 

"I also wish to mal'e another addition, viz. in regard to the marriage of minors. It is 
well known in India that females ripen earlier than in a cold climate. Before the age of 18 
years girls are known to have become mothers of children. I think, therefore, that a provision 
should be made in tl1is Bill to enable a minor, a female minor especially, to get marri ed some 
t.ime before she arrives at maturity-for, according to oriental ideas and. customs, girls, C<:umot 
ue allowed to remain unmarried till they attain the age of 18. 1 am myself, l confess, averse 
to ver·y em·ly marriages, and have made it a rule in my own family, nut to celebn\te them-­
and 1 only hope ' that my fellow-countrymen who are fond of early marriages will think of the 
e\·il consequences arising from such proceedings and desist. from such course. 

"With these nrl.ditions, which suggest themselv·es to me at pr·esent, I beo· to introduce 
the Bill, which I trust may be discussed in the Committee, and outside thes~ walls and [ 
would recomnwud that a fitir time be allo,ved to the public to come forward, and state their 
reasons and objections if tliey have any such in regard to this enactment. I therefore move 
that this Bill be read a first time." 

Tl1e PRESIDENT put the questian that the Bill be read ~ first time, 'vhich was carried. 

The ADI'OCATE GENERAL said he did not know whether it had been considered that the 
same person might b~ appointed gl~a_rdian of the person and property. The Act . seemed 
tlra\~n up from the C.al~utta Act. 1 he words " Houses, Gardt>ns, or the· like" in 1 he 9th 
Sectron seemed not to mclude moveable property. Then he did not see any reason for 
compelling the guardian of the persun to give, security. He did not think the words of 
Section 13 ~ufficienrly. large. The Court should have- a general discretion as to co,ts in case 
any proceedmgs ll'e~·e 1m properly taken. He fully co~ctu·red in the observation of the Hon~r­
able .mem.ber opposite (Mr. Juggonnath Sunkersett) m the pt·opriety of restdctino· the rio·ht <\ 
of alienation or mortgage. "' "' 

' Then as to Section !!9 he should think it doubtful wh.ether 18 years ~as the proper age. 

As \o the · ~ast Section, he sho~ld Hke to know ' why the Supreme- Conrt was to be 
excluded . He d1d not see why that Court should not have cognizance of matter·s respe t" 

. "d" . I . I p "d ·r c mer mmors res1 mg '~It un t 1e re$1 ency own. • "' 

The. PRESIDENT said no do~bt these observations would be very valuable when the details 
of the measure came to ue considered ; but as t~1e first reading of the Bill had been carried 
he would suggest that they should be reserved t1ll the matter came before the Committee. ' 
. ' 
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Mr. JiJGGONNATH SuNKERSE1'T said the Bill was so important that he thought that the 
Repor:t ought not to be l!lade till ample time had been given for the discus:.ion of its provi- · 
sions-he was inclined to propose 3 months. 

His Excellency Sir W. R. MANSFIELD said that it was probable the Bill would be much 
altered in Committee, he therefore thought the views of the Honorable Mr. Ju.,.aonnath 
Sunkersett would be be~ter carried out if a reasona,ble time, say a month, were giv~~ to the 
Cof!Imit.tee. The publtc would have a better opportunity of forming an opinion on the 
measure when th~ Report of _the Sel~ct Committee was published, w·hich would probably 
embody some of the alteratiOns whrch the Honorable Mover and the .Advocate General 
seemed inclined to propose. 

Mr. JuGGONNATH SuNKERSETT proposed that the following members be appointed a 
Committee:-

The Honorable W. E . .FnEnE, 
The Honorable A. J. LEwrs (Advocate General), 
The Honorable RusTo~iJEE .J. JEJEEDHOY, 
The Honorable MADHOWRO.lV VrTTUL VrNcHoonKun, 
Aud the MovER, 

with instructions to make their report within one month from this i:late. 

Can·ied. ' 

Mr. TRISTRAM said that in pursuance of the notice he l1ad given, he moved for leave to 
bring in a " Bill to abate the Nuisance arising from the Smoke of Furnaces in the Islands of 
Bombay and Colaba." A similar Bill had been introduced in Calcutta. The increase of 
smoke from furnacc:s now used in the different mills. and manufactories, as well as in numer­
ous public and private buildings where machinei'y worked by steam has been introduced, is 
1rery apparent. These establishments are on the increase in the Fort and Colaba, as well ~s 
the outskirts ·of the Native Town, as any person may readily satisfy himself. 

The comparatively limited space comprised within the limits of the Island, and tl;e 
dense masses of people residing thereon, seem t.o render it very desirable that means should 
be taken as early as practicable to abate the nuisance and to prevent its increase. 

Mr. TmsTRAl\I then moved for leave to introduce the Bill. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, which was carried. 

The PRESIDENT then adjourned the Meeting to Wednesday the 30th July at 11 o'clock. 

By m·dcr of Ilis E.?:celleTtcy t!te Govcmor in Council, 

LYTTELT.ON H. BAYLEY, 

Poona, 237·d July 1862 . 
Deputy Secretary to Government. 
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