
43S 

THE 

QBunrrn1nr.nf 
~)nbli!ih~tl lq~ ~uthol'itu . . 

THURSD \.Y, 29Tu AUGUST 187:!. 

PART V. 

PROCEfDINCS OF HIE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 

The following Ex.tract from t)le rroccedi•lgs of the G ·WCl'l\01' of Dombay l1l 

the Legislative Department is pnbli.shetl f·)r gcm:ml iuform.ation : --

Abslracl of the F1·oceedt'ngs of tl1e Council o.f tlw Cm:emor qf Bmnba,1J. assembkd jin · 
the zm17Jose nf maldn,r; Laws aud Regulalio11s unda· the P,·ol'isious of " J'/,• 
bmiAN Councils' Act, 18()1." 

The Council met }It :Pt'ma on Saturday, the 27th J'uly 18/:l, at tui•l -da.y. 

PR .ESENT: 

His Excellency the Honourable Sir Pmr.ll' E onoxo 'Voor.uou,; r-:, 1\.C. D., Gon:ru··•· 
of Bombay, presiding. 

His Excellency the Honourable Sir J\.UQI; i;-n ; . AL)JEJHC St>E::\CF.H, 1\ .C. n. 
The Honoumble H. P. ST. G. TucJ.;Ert. 
The Honourable A. RoGEHS. 
The Honoumhle the Acting AnvocATE GENJ.:nAr.. 
The Honomable l\1uxour.r>Ass KuTHoonHoY, C. S.L 
'fhe Honourable BYRAMJEE J'E.JE EBHOY. 
The Honourable Colonel M. K. KENNEDY • 

. The Honourable Sir JA~ISETJEE JEJEEI!I!OY, Bart., c.s.r. 
'l'he Honourable E. \V. R,\V.£NSCJWFT. 

The Honourable J. A. :Fonm:s. 

Affinnnt.ion of Office, &c., tnkcn by 
the A.ddit.ional ~[cmuct·s or t.ho 
Council. 

'l'he Honourable C. J. :NIA.nmw, the Acting Advocate 
General, and the Honourable J. A. 'Forhes took the usual 
affirmation of' office ami J cclaration of allegiance to H~::t· 
Majesty. 

Pnpct'S proscutcci to tLc Council. The following papers were presented to the Council :- · 
1.-Letter ft·om the Secretary to the Government of India, No. 274, dated 3rd J 'mm 

18 72 returns with the assent of His ExceJleucy the Governo1·-General signifit-d 
ther~on, the ~uthentic copy of the "Bill to amend Act XIII. of 1856." 
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~.--Letter ti·01n the Secretary to the GoYernment ofindi:t, No. 29G, dated 14~h ~uno 
1872, returns, with the assent of His Excellency the Govemor-General sigmfiecl. :'='"\ 
thereon, the ~tuthentic copy of the "Bill to secure the p~~yment to Government of: 
c~ertnin additimutl sums of money by the Corporation of the Justices of the Peace 
fur the City of Bombay." 

:3. Letter from the Secret1wy to the Government of India, No. 70, dated 21st June 
1872, stAtes that llis Excellency the Governor-Geneml has no objection to the 
introduction of the Bombay Municip<~l Bill into the Council of His Excellency 
the Governor of Bombn.y for ma-king Ln.ws and Regula.tions." 

His Excellency the P1n:smENT intirnated that -the first business on the list was the 
:<c,x:und re<tding of "Bill No. 7 of 1 870-a Bill for the regulation of Burial-grounds and . 
.Buming-gTOtllldS in the territories su~ject to the Govemment or Bombay, within the ljmits 
of t-he City of" Bombay;" but a.s considerable discussion wns likely to arise upon that subject, 
it mio·ht be more convenient for the Council if they would permit the Honourable Mr. 
Tuck~r, on the part of the Government, to give a genera l idea of a.lten~tions that it w as. 
proposed to make 011 the Bombay Municipa.l Bill 

·The Ho.noumble 1-.•[r. TuCitlm- Sir, I beg to move that the Council do allow a,n exten.-

k 
" t . sion of time to the Select Committee :tppointecl to take into 

:Mr. 'l'uc cJ'IIIOI'CS oor nn ex ·.cnsoon . 1 · I H 0 1\[ · · 1 B'U f tl f .. r 1,;1110 for tJo,, prcscntat,iou of lho cons1c_ eratwn ~ 1e . ?DI ay 1 ~ mnc1pa . . . 1 or 1e,1~u~ ·po~e o . 
It aport of tho Sulcct C:ommittec on enablmg- the Comm1.ttee to complete 1.ts report. lh1s Com­
tho Bomb•JY )Jnni cipal Bill No. 3 mittee was a.ppo intedttt the end of last :March, a.ncl at once 
.. r 18i2. proceeded to take into consideration the clauses of this some­
wha.tvolmninousmea.sure. Owing to the i1mbility ofthe late Advocate-Genem.l, the Honour­
:tble Mr. \Nhite, to n.ttencl more than twice a week, and owing also to differences of opinion 
enterta-ined by the 1\l[embers of the Committee, om· progress, I am sorry to say, was but 
1<low, so that ~1p to Ma.y, when we held our last sitting· in Committee, we had only settled. 
some GO sections of n, Bill that contains 2!) 8 secti.ons. Since th is Bill was laid before the Com­
mittee-since, in filet, our last meeting of Counc.il_:_there have been great changes in the 
t>c,·sonnel of the Executive Govemment of this Presidency. Not only has there been a 
new head to the Government appointed, but one of· the Civil :Members of the Executive 
Council has also been changed, a.ucl during the interval which has ela.psed since the first 
lliscussion on the Bill a great many re1wesent1~tions ha.ve been made by different sections of 
the couimunity protesting ag-ainst the restricted amount of popular representation which 
'ms proposed to be accorded by the Bill. The Executive Government, under these circum­
:stances, Jmve aga.in reconsidered the subject, and l1ave come to the conclusion that they will. 
make wider concessions than have been already offered. . '\\That they propose to do I shall 
state briefi y, and the alterat ions which are designed will be considered ttnd reduced into form by 
the Select Committee. \Ve proposethn,t the numberofthe Corporation, fixed at eighty by the 
Bill as it now stands, should be reduced to G4 persons-of whom one-half, or thirty-two, 
:shall be elected by the rate-pn.yers; one quarter, or sixteen, elected by the present Bench. 
~·f Justices, t-he number of whom will be increA.sed; and the remaining si.xteen nominated 
hy Government. It is :blso proposed that of the Town Council, which will still consist of 
twelve memben:, eight shall be elected by the members of the Corporation, leaving only the 
Chairman and three other Town Councillors to be appointed by Government. It wfll be 
1<4i!On t1mt by this new arrangement the representn,tivesof the rate-payers will nominate half 
the members of the Corporation, and will also exercise a most potential influence in the 
election of two-thirds of the Town Council. It a.ppears to me tha-t the opponents of the 
measure who deiu_un;ed_ to :• ~he infinitesimal dose of pop~Jlar re1~resent<~~ion," which '~'as 
c;onceded by the Bill m1ts ongma.! form, ought now to be Slttisfied w1th so wtde an extenswn 
of the basis upo1~ wl1ich both the . Counci l and Corporation are to be constituted, 
nml that tlwy w1JI now l11we but little g-round for complaiiit 011 that' head. I may 
st.ate that it had been settled in the Select Committee tha.t all the members of the 
Corp?t:ation were to be nt te-payers o~· pers~ns who anuua.!ly contributed Bs. 50 to 
M:umc1pal rates and taxes generally; but suwe this point was decided on, I have received 
a.let~1: ad.dre8sed y.o _me as Chairman of the C:onnnittee by Mr. Rope, the late Acting.' 

. M:umctpal Commisstoner, who, aJ.thouo·h des1rous of seeino- a wider extension of the 
elective ~rinciple, and opposed to the "elect~rs being confi;;'~d to the class of .persons 
wl1? contnbuted ;to ~he house-ra.te alone, pomted out that 1t would not be expedient 
to ~nclude contnbutwns to the ~va.te1:-mte, l~ala.Icore-cess, or wheel-tax in the payments 
which would go to form the quahficatwu of etther elector or representtttive; but that it 
would be better · to declare the house-rate, the }lolice and lighting rates, and what is 
termed the supplementary ra.te, to be the taxes, contribut-ions to which should exclusively-
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reguln.te tl1e qualification. A s iVIr. Hope's opinion on this point is supported by good 
reasons n.nd entitled to considemtion, the Select Committee will be again asked to consider 
whether it will be advisable to include in the qualification contributio11s to rates a;nd taxes 
of every kind, or only to a certa.in specified number of such rates and taxes. On that point, 
the Government will endorse the conclusion a.t whicli the Committee shall arrive after a fair 
discussion of the question. A further concession that the Government is willin()' to make 
is to allow the Health Officer and the Executive Engineer to be appointed by tl~e Cmpor~ 
ation, subject to the approval of Government. The Controllership is, as you m·e aware, 
an ofti.ce virtually done away with by the present Bill, which assigns his functions to the 
Town Council and their Secretary, who is to be appointed by the Council it.<oelf. 1 am not 
sme whether this direction regarding the appointment of Secretary to the Town Council 
is at present in the Bill, but if it is not Government will be prepared to give their sanction 
to the delegation of this appoin tment to the Town Council, though this nomination will. 
also, of course, be subject to the approval of Government. The appointment to tl1e office 
of :Municipal Commissioner alone will be reserved to Govermnent, and with reo·ard to 
1 he others, the Corporation aud Town Council will nominnte, sul~ject to the app1;'ovu.l of 
Government. Of course, there will require to be n provision in the Bill to the effect that 
if the appointment to any of the:·e offices be not made within a certain time, Government 
will make the nppoiutment itself: Regarding the time to be nllowed before the right to 
nominate shall lapse to Govermnent, tha.t cnn best be determined by the Select Committee. 
These are the most important changes which the Executive Govfi)mment are ·prepared to 
assent to, a.nd I mention them now, thou~·h it mny uot be strictly t·egulnt· to do so, on 
account of the )Jeculiar circumstances in wluch I 11nd myself placed, and also because the 
st.atement nt th is moment of the intentious of Government nmy tend to allay public anxiety 
on the subject, while it will become known to those who have made urgent representations 
to Government for n more wide extension of the elective principle thnt we are prepared to 
ma.ke considerable conce. sions in that direction. I mny sny for myself personally that 
:-;ome of these clta.nges go further than, it appenrs to me, is nltogether prudent at the pre­
:-;ent time; but as it is undenir~bl e that there is on the part of a large section of the com­
munity, both,Europen.u and Native, a strong demand for a form of constitution based on 
the principle of representation, I ha.ve felt myself compelled, indefereuce to public opinion, 
:llld also to the views of others who are as competent to juclge of these matters as f. am, to 
IYaive my own particula-r sentiments on the 11oints on whi.ch there will now be cha,no·es. 1. 
will now, Sir, move that the Select Committee be allowed six_ weeks' additionaJ time to 
bring in their report; and I also move that the Honourable l\!Ir. Rogers, the Honoumble 
t.be Acting Advocate-General, and the Honou!·able :Nit·. Forbes, be added to the Committee. 

i\Jr. 'l'ucl;cr moYes Otnt i\[r. 
Hol:(ers, ihe Acting Mh·ocnte Gencrn l, 
:llld )[r. Forbes be added to t lt u 
. 'elect Committee. 

Six weeks mn.y appear to some persons a long time, hut T 
mention this term so as to prevent the uecessity for any 
fmther applications for extension. I tnt. t that, if the mem­
bers of this Council who reside in Bombay nre able to attend 
regularly at the meeti11gs of the Com'mittee, the repOI't will 

be fiuished in n shorter space. Speaking for myself and the other offici~d members of the 
Committee, I may say that we shaH do everything in out· power to expedite the passinr>' 
of a measure the completion of which i.· looked forward to with so much interest hy rdarg~ 
jJOI'tion of the public. 

The Honourable the Acn:s-G AovoC.\TE-GE:-.EllAI. congratulated the public upon the 
tact thn.t they were ljlwly to· receive under the Bill n more libera-l scheme of popular 
representation than was at fu·st contemplated by Government. It would be out of plnce 
(or him on the present occasion to express a,ny views on t.he mntter beyond mere congm­
tulntions, hut he thought that the sentiments expressed by the Honourable iVI1·. Tueke1· 
would give great satisfaction ; and he was sure every detail would meet with the closest 
.consideration on the part of tl1e new member,; of the Select Committee, of whom hu .had 
the honour to be one. 

The H onourable }fir. FonnEs-I a.J:>o have very great pleasm'e in congmtulating the 
.community that Government a.re likely to bring forward a Bill of more liberal principles 
. than those which were at first containecl in the new :Municipal Act. J think, however, 
that on the present occasion 1 ought to point out that the rate-payer~ of Bombay have 
already suffered very considerable hardship owing to the delay which 11as occurred in intro­
ducino· a new Municipal Bill ; and I am rather disposed to fear that by the same Bill being 
sent t~ the Select Committee for six weeks more, and also considering the altel'll.tions mnde 
.upon it, a very considerably enhanced delay will be the result. I can hardly imagine this 
very bulky Bill, which is ~n amalgamation of eight or ine othners, can be disposed of in eo 
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t:ihort a time as six weeks, mentioned by the Honourable :Mr. Tucker. I would ha>t: 
been, I confess, more pleased lmd I heard that the present Bill was to be withdrawn .,_ 
altogether, that some short and concise amendments upon Act II. of 18G5 had hee11 ' '>\ 

pro}>osed, or that a s~ort. new Bill had been introdu?~d to. meet t~e m?st emer~ent 
requi1·ements of the C1ty m consequence of the conchtwn mto. wluch .Its municipal 
affairs have now fallen. When I sn.y that the rate-payers have suffered considerable hard­
ship from the delay that has !th·eady taken place, l do not think I am exceeding very 
modernte language. It is of course known to all the gentlemen here present that it ix 
about twelve months ago that the Government of. Bombay promised to introduce 
a new Municipal Bill, and that in the letter which they wrot.e they stated it would be done 
with all JlOssible despatch. Although some of the delays may have been absolutely 
una.voidable, because of the necessity to enter into very intrica.te and difficult investigation.· 
before the actual positimi of the municipa.Iity could be ascertained, still I think some 
greater speed n1.ight rensonably have be~n expected. vVe hn.ve seen a Bill passed through 
this Cotmcil during the last y'ear in twenty-one days, and here have twelve months been 
spent over this :Municipal Bill, and yet we have not got it into shape! The Bombay 
public may be sufferers to a serious extent by this delay. They are still open to the same 
municipal misO'overmnent which brought on the crisis wl1ich forced the Justices of tho 
'Peace to appe;l to Government for a new Act. In saying this, I do not wish to be m:i8-
·\mderstood. I believe that the Bombay public l1ave the utmost confidence in the two gentle­
men who have lately filled the acting appointment of lVIunicipnl Commissioner; but the old 
Act is still in force, and it is quite possible that mistakes of 'the pa.st may be a.gain repeated. 
The 1\tfunicipa.lity having during the past year made every possible aftort to retrench and 
reduce their expenditure, but some of the items most complained of, and which press with 
most undue severity upon rate-payers, have not been removed, merely because they are still 
imposed upon the City by Act II. of 18G5. If a short Bill had been introduced last season, 
as was to have been done, the town would have been saved much. In October last, 
I drew attention to this fiwt, and I showed how reductions could be made if Govern­
ment would only give ast<ista,nce to the town to the extent of four lakhs. Now, not one 
l'Upee of these have been accomplished owing to the delay in bringing in this new Act. 
I therefore very much fea1· that so long as the present Bill is before the Council further 
dela.y must follow. Th.i.s Bi\1 has been criticisecl in Council and Ot~t of Council-and very 
severely criticised, too-a.nu I am sony to say I have not heard an expression of opinion 
in Council that is very much in its favour. I may add, in conclusion, that the Honourable 
l\lf1·. 1'ucker l1as done me the honour of proposing to put my name on the Select C01nmittee, 
and although I accept the position, I fear the task will be one of n, very onerous nature. 
[ repe<tt that I think a more short and concise Bill would have been advisable. 

The Honourable Mr. 1\1uNOULD.\S N UTIIOODIIOY-1 may, your Excellency, express, on the 
-part of the Native inhabitants of Bombay, the deep gratitude they will feel for the great 
and vn.luable concessions which your Excellency's Government are willing to make in tho 
ma.tter of extensiou of the principle of municipal election by the rate-payers. I have no 
doubt that these concessions will not be abused; on the contrary, they will be acted up011 
'in a way which will reflect credit on Bombay; and I am sure the doubts or fears which the 
Honoumhle Mr. Tucker entertains will prove to be groundless. I agree with my Honourable 
fl'iend u.nd colleague Mr. Forbes that the delay which has taken place is to be reoTetted, but 
I do not think it would be of any use to spend time in commenting upon what "'bas ah·ead. ' 
passed. I do not think that a less period than six weeks would be sufficient to brino- in a. 
new Bill, a.nd as so much time and trouble have been already taken in the matter, I ~'ould 
ra.ther that the community of Bomba.y should wait for six weeks longer to enable the Select 
Committee to revise anu settle the .Bill. I think that if the members of the Select 
Committee could spare the time and sit from day to day, their report could be finished 
·witluu the time mentioned by the Honourable 1\fr. Tucker; and I hope some such a.rrm10'e-
ment will be come to. o 

'fhe Honourable MJ:. TucKER-With reference to the observations which have fttllen from 
tho Ho~ourable Member on my left (~he Honomable Mr. Forbes), it appea.rs to me that the 
eomplamt of ~necessa1·y delay which he has brought against Government has been 
answe1·ed by his own st<ttement. He admits that Act II. of 1SG5 required alterations in 
many }>arts, and even goes so far as to say that in consequence of the non-amendment of 
this Act the rate-payers of the City of Bombay have been put to great hardship and losses. 
It was because the Government found that it could not by a short Act as was at first 
contemplated, con·ect the defects which had been complained of in the old law that it was 
resolved to revise and re-arrange the whole law relating to the Bombay ~!hmi~ipa.Iity; and ~ 
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a task of this nature necessarily required time for its accomplishment. The Honourable 
Mem?er would appear to think that the Government of Bombay has no other duty but that 
oflegislating for the City of Bombay. Many causes have cont.ributed to make the progi·ess 
of this measure through, the Council a slow one, and in my opinion the complaint of the 
Honourable Member is without substantial foundation. The reason why the considera;tion of 
the Bill proceeded so slowly in the Select Committee was the inability of the late Advocate­
General to attend more than two afternoons in a week at the meetings of the Select 
Committee. The numerous important questions involved in the Bill, and. the diversity of 
opinion which prevails 1·egarding many of them, as is plainly shown in the different repre­
sentations which have reached Government on the subject, are alone a sufficient cause why 
it could not, and should not, have been hurried rapidly through the Cotmcil. I do not 
understand the Honourable gentleman to have brought forward any definite proposition in 
opposition to my motion, and I do not think that the suggestion which he has thrown out, 
that the Bill should be withdrawn and a shorter measure prepared to effect the alterations 
in the law which are deemed to be necessary, would be likely to accelerate the final disposal 
of the subject. Personally I should have been glad if such a comse had been determined 
on, as it would have relieved me from much labom, and I should have liked that other 
members should have some practical experience of the difficulties which are inseparable from 
the preparation of Legislative measure~ of a comprehensive character, and which deal with 
complicated subjects. I do not, however, think that the public would be benefited by an 
a.bandonment of the present Bill and the substitution in its place of a more liniited enactment 
to amend Act II. of 1865 and the other Municipal Acts. If the sittings of the Select 
Committee can be arranged so as to be continuous and uninterrupted, the presentation of 
the amended Bill to the Council need not be deferred beyond the si)( weeks now applied 
for, and may even perhaps be made at a shorter interval of time. 

His Excellency the PRESIDENT-I think I may understand that the motion for extending 
to the Select Committee the additional time asked for by the Honourable Mr. Tucker does 
not meet ·with any op}lOsition generally on the part of the members of Council. :For my 
own part, although six weeks is the time named1 I may express a hope that the Committee 
will fincl it practicable to 1n·ing up their report before that period has expired. The question 
which I understand to have been before the 1mblic so long, ancl the one to which controversy 
has been mainly directed, and upon which there have been such difierences of opinion, i:; 
that of the constitution of the new :Municipa.J government of .Bombay. If the alteratiorlll 
now proposed in the Bill prove acceptable to the Cotmcil, of'course it will be very satisfactory 
to the Government, and I may state that my own view was that, as it had been decided 
that popular representative institutions should:be conceded to Bombay, the experimentshould. 
be fully. and fairly tri~d. (Hear, he?-r) If the Select Committee should find it really , 
impracticable to deal with the whole Blll.]ust now, I would su~gest that they should deal 
fully and efficiently with the c?nstitutional clau~e~. f\ Bill nught then be p~ss~d contain­
ing those clauses and empowenng the new Mumc1pahty to act under the ex1stmg 1aw, of 
which the mnendments might for a time be postponed. 

Six weeks additional timo granted 
to the Select Committee to prcparo The Honourable Mr. TucKEn's motion was than agreed 
their J'Oport, aud additional members to. 
appointed on tho Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. Tucrnm begged to propose the second reading of the " Bill for 
the Regulation of' Burial-grounds and Buring-grounds in 

. Mr. Tuck?rmoves the second. read- the Territories subiect to the Government of Bombay, with­
mg of the Bill for tho RcgulntLOn of I. . f J c· f' B b " 'l'b. B'll b 'd 
Burial-grounds and Bumiug-grouuds out th~ ;muts ? the ItJ: o om ay. . IS I , e Sll.l , 
iu tho •ren·itorics sul·ucct to tho was orJgmally mtroduced mto the Council by my Honourable· 
Government of Bombay, without the collen"'ue Mr. J\IIansfield 'vith the object of giving the 
limits of tho City of Bombay. Gove~nment power to suppress places used for sepulture to 
the injury of the genei·al.health of .the co?lmnnit,r.. lnstances have con~e to light of cases 
which showed the necess1ty for such a B1ll as th1s u;. In one place, which was close to the 
margin of a tau~, the water of which was used fOl' dri1.1king purposes, people use~ to bury 
their dead and 1t was found that the water was kept m a state of constant pollutiOn by the 
proximity 'of the decaying bodies. I~ s?me parts of the presidency people ~ury: their dead 
within their own houses, and some w1thm spaces surrotmded b;y human hab~tatwns, where 
any such process of burial must be detrimental to the health of ~he corumumty. After. the 
Bill was introduced it was referred for report to a Select Committee, who made alteratiOns 
which are refen-ed to in their repor~, and which appe~r to me calc~lated to prevent any hard­
ship or oppression to the commumty from the workmg of the Bill. Of course, we must all 
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admit that the Jiving public should not suffer by t~1e way a number of people wish. to disp~se 
of their dead, and tbat all sections of the commumty must. be placed under certam restriC­
tions in this respect for the benefit of the general compmmty. 

Bill read a second time. The Bill was read a second time. 

Tho Bill considered in detail. 
The Honourable Mr. TucKER proposed that the Council 

do proceed to consider the clauses of the Bill in deta~l. 

~his was agreed to. 

The Honourable Mr. RoGERS, alluding to the first part of the fi rst s~ctiou, thought it 
was inconsistent with the duties of a R evenue officer to carry out the duties proposed t o be 
assigned to him, and suggested that a Magistrate should be substituted, because he had a 
general jurisdiction relating to aJl nuisances. . 

The Honomable the AcTING AnvocATE-GENERAL preferred the use of the word 
·'Collector," as he would be the party to set prosecutions in motion, the ~agistrate carry­
ing them out. A Magistrate could not be the party to prosecute and pumsh too. 

After some discussion, the clause was altered to read thus, " The Collector of a Disti"ict 
01; ot1J.er Officer specially appointed by Government for the purp?ses of this A ct! may, if he 
think fit, cause a survey and measurment to be made of any bunal-ground burnmg-ground, 
or place for the exposure of the dead," &c. 

Section l was passed .as amended. 

His Excellency the PRESIDENT, alluding to the following part of a sentence in Section 
2, "the Collector or other Officer as aforesaid, who is hereby empowered at his discretion 
to grant such licences," asked whether it was meant to give the Collector absolute power in 
the matter without any appeal. . 

The Honourable Mr. TucKER thought the words "at his discretion" should be ;;truck 
out, and the words "subject to the general control of Government" placed after "licences." 

The suggestion was approved of. 

The Honourable the AcTING AnvocA1'E-GENERAI. suggested the substitution of " burial," 
in -the second line, for "in termeut," so as to make the language of the Bill w1iform. He also 
thought the word "wilfully" should be placed between "shall" and "bury," in the twentieth 
line, to m~ke the phraseology of the Bill similar tl}roughout. 

1'he suggestions were approved of. 

The Honourable Mr. MuNOULDASS · N UTHoonnoY drew attention to line 9, in section 2, 
and proposed that the word "new" should be placed before "burial." 

The Honourable the AcTING AnvocAn;-GENE!tAL said that the introduction of this word 
was unnecessary. 

The Honourable Mr. MuNOULDASS N UTHoonHOY-We ouly intended in the Select Com­
mittee that no old ground should be suppressed without propel~ and convenient ground 
heiug provided by the Collector. Under this section as it stands, supposing the people of 
Pun111 applied for Ill license for thoir burning or burial ground, and the Collector refused to 
grant it, what are the people to do with their dead 1 There is no compulsion t.o the 
Collector to register, and if he refuses to do so, the. people ha,7 e no power under this section 
to compel him to grant it. I beg, therefore, to propose ttt1t the word "new" should be 
inserted as I have indicated. 

'l'he Council then divided·--· 

Ayes-
The Honourable Mr. MuNGULDASS NUTHOOllHOY. 
The Honourable Mr. BntutJEE J~~I,EBllOY. 
The Honourable Sir JAMSETJBE JF.JEEUHOY. 
Tho Honourable J. A. FonBF.'I. 

Noes-
His Excellency the CoMMA...'<DER-lN-CHtE•·· 
The Honourn.ble Mr. TUCKER. 
The Honourable Mr. ROGF.RS. 
The Honourable the AG"TINO ADYOCATK-GENERAL. 
The Honourable Colonel KENNEDY. 
The Honourable ~Ir. RA VENSCROI<'T. 

'l'he amendment proposed by the Honourable Mr. MuNGUI.DASS NuruoonHoY was 
therefore lost. 

S!l(ltion two was then p11ssed wit.h the other amendments. 
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The Honourable the AcTING AovooATt:-GENERAL suggested the use of the words u the 
dead" for "corpses, " in lines eight and twenty-nine. 

The Honourable Mr. RoGERS proposed that lines nine and ten should read "dangerous 
to the public health. " 

The Honourable Mr. MuNGULDASS N uTHOODHOY drew attention-to line 31, in section 3, 
and moved that between the words " above-mentioned" and "the," the words "situated 
within a convenient distance " should be inserted. Perhaps His "Excellency might. 
not be aware of the peculiar customs of the Hindoos in the matter of burying theh· 
dead. When a man died, his relations, whether they were rich or poor, must carry 
his body to . its final restip.g-place, and until this is done these relations are not 
allowed to t ake any food, or even to drink water. If the burn~ng or burying place 
were situated ten miles off, or even say six, it could easily be imagined how great 
t he hardship would be that might be inflicted upon these people, and he a}lpre­
hended that by the insertion of the provision he proposed great inconvenience would 
be avoided. He instanced what might happen in P'lma if his suggestion were not 
aO"reed to. There were three places for burning the dead. If Government . were 
t~ shut up one, they might probably refuse to open a new one, saying that there was 
'another six miles away which could be used, although this would mflict great hardship 
upon the people who were accustomed to go to the ground that had been closed. It was 
neither politic nor advisable that the possibility of such a thing occuning should be allowed. 

All the amendments were adopted, and Section three was passed as amended. 
The Honourable Mr. RoGERS, alluding to line one of section four, said he saw no 

reason why a two months' notification should be given to the public, and suggested that 
action should be immediate. · 

The H onourable .Mr. MuNGULDASS Numoomrov objected to the omission proposed on 
tl-~e ground that two months time was necessary, for in the case of Parsees it was requisite 
tluit their Towers of Silence should be consecrated and certain ceremonies performed 
before these places could be used for the disposal of the dead. 

After some discussion Section four was passed in the fo1lowing shape :-" A copy of 
such notificat ion, with a translation thereof in the Vernacular langua~e of the district, 
shall be affi xed conspicuously on some part of the ground, place, or buildmg to which the 
notific(Ltion relates, and wl10ever after the expiration of two months fi·om the date of such 
notification being so affixed shall wilfully bury, burn, or expose, or cause, permit, or suffer 
to be buried, burned, or exposed, any corpse in, upon, within, or under the place, ground, 
church, or place of worship to which such notification relates, shall be punished with itn­
prisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
tine, or wi tl?_both." 

Section fi ve was passed without altemt.ion. 
Section six was passed after the word " Commissioner," in the eleventh line, had been 

made "Commissioners." 
Sections seven and eight were passed without alte~·ation. 
Section nine was altered to read as follows, and passed :- "This Act shall not apply 

to the City of Bombay, nor shall it come into operation in any district o1· part of a district, 
or any town, unless and until it shall have been previously extended to the same by the 
Governor in Council by notification in the Gove1·rvment Gazette." 

On the suggestion of the Honourable the AoTINO AovocATE-Gt:NERAL-
The Honourable Mr. TucKEit moved the following additional Section to the Bill :-

- . . . "All offences under this Act shall be t1·ied by an Officer 
A<i<htiOn:~l clanse nddcd .to the n.n. having the jurisdiction of a First Class Magistrate, and no 
prosecution shall be instituted for any ofl"ence under this Act except with the sanction of 
the Collector or other Officer specially appointed by Govemment for the pm·poses of this 
Act." 

This Section was adoptetl and made Section nine of the Bill ; the former Section 
nine, commencing "This Act," becoming Section ten of the Bill. 

The Preamble was altered to read as follows :-" Whereas for the sake of the public 
health and order it is expedient to regulate the use of burial-

Amcnc\mont of Preamble. grounds and burning-grounds and places for the exposure of the 
dead in the territories subject to the Government of Bombay · 
It is enacted as follows." ' 
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The title of the Bill was amended to be, " A Bill for the Regulation of Burial- --.., 

I d t f t "tl f 
1 

B"ll grounds. and .Burnina--grou~ds and places fo_r the exposure 
, mon men o 1 o o ·t 10 1 f "th d · l · ~ · · b' t t tl G t · · · · · · · · . o e eac · m the tern tones su ~ec o 1e · overnmen 

of Bombay, without the limits of the City of Bombay." 

Third rending postponed. • The third reading of the Bill was postponed. 

The Honourable Mr. TucKER gave notice that it was his intention at the next meeting 
Leave given to Mr. 'l'nckcr to of Council to bring in a "Bill for the regulation of Vaccina-

hring in Vaccination Bill. tiqn in the City of Bombay_." 

His Excellency. tl1e President then adjourned the Council. · 

By 01·dm· of J·l£s Excellency the Gove1·n01· in Council, 

.JOHN NUGENT, 
Acting Under-Secretary to Government. 

P1t·ru.t, 27th Ju.ly 18 72. 

' 

. . 
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PRO.CE~DINCS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR CENERAL 8F 'IlDlA· 

Abstmct of the P.i'occcd.ings of the Council of the Govemor Geneml of Ill(lia. assemblecl Jo1· 
the plO']JOSc of making Laws and Rcg1~lc~tions ·1mde1· tlte Provisions of the Act of Pm·lia.· 
ment 24 ancl 25 Vic., Cap. 67. 

The Council met at Simla on Thur8day, tbc 15th .A.ub'\tst 1~72. 

Present: 

The Honourable Sir JoHN STRACHEY, K.C.SJ., p1·eshlilng. 
His Honout· the LIEUTENANT·GOVERNOit 0~' Tm: P ANJA'B. 
His Excellency the Co~r~rANDElt-rN-CHIE~·. G.C.B., G.C.S.I. 
The Honourable Sir RICIL\RD TE~!PI.E, K.C.S.I. 
M~r General the Honourable H. W. Nom!AN, C.B. 
'I'he Honourable AnTHUR HoBHOUSE, Q.C .. 
The Honourable E. C. BAYU:Y, C.S.J, 
The Honourable R. E. Em;nTON. 

NORTHERN INDIA CANAL AND DRAINAGJ!~ BILL. 

The PnESIDENT moved for leave to introduce a Bill to consolidate and amend the law relo.ting to 
Irrigation, Navigation, and Drainage ' in Northern India. Ho said tho.t the re:ulOnR for this motion 
·could be explained in a few words. Nearly a year i1go, the Po.njab Canal an•l Drainage Act- came into 
<"~perntion . It cont:lincd sections providing that, under certain circumstances and conditions, water-rates 
might be imposed· on lands wltich, although irrigable, were not irrigated. 'l'hesc provisions h:1d been 
disapproved by the Secretary of State, and although he had not disallowed the Act, since his objections 

o0nly extended to these five or six sections, it was hiH wish that these sections should he repealed. Sir J. 
-STRAcm;y thought that it would be convenient to reserve for a future stage of the Bill any remarks 
which he might wish to make·in regard to the general principle on which the provisions in question had 
'been based. He would now only say for himself pcn;onally, that while he believed that principle to he 
thoroughly sound, he thought that every one must admit that the particulat· provisions, whicl1 the Council 
was invited to repeal, were unworkable in practice. He shoulcl therefore sec with very little regret th<::ir 
disappearance from the statute book. H e would say nothing further now regarding their merits or 
demerits. · 

It would be com·enient to take this opportunity of re-enacting the rest of the law, to which no 
objection had been made by the Secretary of State, and of making it applicable not only to the Panjub, 
but to other l>:t-rts of Northern India.. This would be in complete accordance with the wishes of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-\Vcstcru Provinces, and with the views of the Secreta ry of State. 
Although a few slight modifications of the Act might be desirable, Sir J. STRACHEY believed that, when 
the sections to which he had rcfcrrcq were omitted, there would remain no differences of opinion on 
nny question of much importance ; and he hoped that the Council would find that the amendment aud 
extension of the Act would be little more t.lum a formal matter, requiring little or no further diseus.~ion. 

The J.{otion was put and agreed to. 

A.CT X. OF 18ii!J AMEN-DMENT BILL. 

'l'hc Honourable Mr. HonHOUSE moved for leave to introduce a Bill for the further amendment of 
Act No. X. of 185!J (to amend the bw relntin~ to the recovery of rent in the Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal). He said that the object of this B1ll was to remedy a practical inconvenience of grca.t magni­
i.ude arising from the recent discovery that a course of practice pursued under Act X. of 1859 wa.~ not in 
accordance with law. Mr. HonaousE gave the Council credit for knowing much better than himself tho 
scope of the Act; how it governed in the North-West Provinces and in part of the Lower Provinces nil 
fJUestions relating to rent, and incidentally established a registry of title, so that a vast number of privat~' 
rights were ascertained and defin~d under it. It was hardly an exaggeration to sa.y that it was one of 
the most important Act.~ in the statute book relating to property, and that if the procccdinflllunder it 
were not well founded in law, innumerable titles would be disturbed. 

The present question arose in this way. The Act committed judicial power to the Collectors of 
Dist.ricts, and then, by section one lmndrcd and fifty, it provided that a.ll the powers vested in the Collc<"­
t?r by. t!1~ precedi~g ~cc~!ons might be cxercis~tl by ~ny Deputy Collector "placed in c~c- of.any 
Sub-DIVISion of a. D1str10t. \V.hat was the practice pr~v1ous to the Act, Mr. HoBHOUSE hnd not mqu1rod. 
But since its passing, it lmd been tl1e constant practice for the Collectors to assign specified tracts of 
country to the Deputy Collectors. These tracts were naturally considered 'Sub-divisions' witl!in the 
menning of the Act, and the Deputy Collectors exercised jurisdiction accordingly. That practice hnd 
gone on continously up to the present time. Recently, however, on an appeal from the decision of a. 
Deputy Collector, it had occurred to the nppollant to·to.ko an exception to l:iisrl'urisdictioo, on the ground 
that the tract within which he administered the law was not techniCally o. sub-< ivision. The High Court 
took this view, and declared the decision null and void. The principle of thi.~ judgment must atl'ect all 
similnr cases, and, in fact, vitiated nearly the whole practice under tl!e Act. Here was obviously a <liunus 

-..._ v.-122 
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· l' lll• 1•11 cut.tirw which the Lcrrislat.urc was bound to intervene. The case had two aspect~.- · 
·utttc tee ncx; ' o 

0 
• A· · ·I tl e mst tl · ld b t' · one as te!mrds tl!C' pa~t, the ot.hcr· as regards tl~e future.. s 10g:::C s ·/ .I • , JC!Cf cou . e no ques 10?, 1~ 

that it wn~ tire duty of t·hc ,Legislatt re tol.c;-g()hse a.consrsteJ,Lt ?~ IIlli OH!l ·COUI'S<? o ]>rnc~ICC followed m 
lt>rfcct th, of~vbtch nobo_tly c n.n>!9tDI;lP, and .on ',theJegahty of whwll! r~umbm'les.~ tttles-to propcrt.y 

11 1 E rcrrnrded tllC-futnre the matter was, at the fit'St blush, not qmte so clear, because there 
t <'pcm · · 0 • ' • 1 P · t tl fi' t tl t tl · · existed the decision of the highest Court of ApJ>Calm t w ~·ovmce, o 1e e ec · m . le.exts~mg practice 
was illegnl. It wns hardly necessary to say that he b?u~g :"mar~ whose who.le workmg.hfe !tad been 
~ x:nt in Court.s' of Justice, eiltert.ai~ed g:i·eu.t r~spect fol: tl.te~ryr?c;-edmgs .. I_Ie (hd' uot. constdet: rt by any 
n\cnns a matter of course for n Legrslature to r,nterfere Wit~\ JUthm.nl,declmatiOUS ' of law,, merely bccauRc 
some of t\Jeir consequences might be inconvement. Ar~tlt.f he found that .the Judges obJected. t? a pmti­
culnr l>ractice, becnuse it violated some gener~llegnl.tmu.CI~)\9, o~· because. ~~ Wfs . pr~ductrv~ ~f mJustice, or 
cn·u becnuse it was a clenr departure from t.he t'!lea.nmg of t.lt_e Act, and set up some dlf'ferent s~stclll 
from thnt intended by the Act, he w~uld ~hm.k 1t nght to hes1tn.te much, ~-J~d to be very clearly convmce(l 
of tlw necessity of the case bcfore legrslatmg m a sense opposed to th~ opmrm~ of the Judges. 

With these feelings l1 e thought ·it, his ,dt!t.y- to look v!)ry.cm:efu.lly.t,nto the judgment, and he confesse(l 
to feeling sflmc disappointment ~ndmuc!t ,rehef.,, . ~t .was, d!s::tp}>Omtmg t~HJ!d )10. full or .clear s tate!~ent 
of' the reasons which led the Court to so _gr:t~c . a JUdlC.ml !19t, as .t\te ~I;tJSf:lttrqg of -a .. con~ taut., and umlonll 
practice not nt variance wi.t.h the i>opulnr or:~'~'?mmatlca;lu.teapmg of ,th~· .word~. used by tlie Act. It wns,. 
howe\·er, a relief to find that the J ndg!:ls chd r~<?t (1~ssent .from ,tltc pract1ce" f~r ... auy of the gr:we 
ren~ons before adverted to; but tl1at they would have li!)en •. qm~e_eont9I!tito uphold tt rfthey had though t 
tltat the wording of the Act perm.ittet! them to do si:i. _l'l;t!'l Co~t!~c~l g~tght ·~o b~· sati~ficd on .t.his poiu~, and, 
thNt::fore he would refer to t.he JUdgments ruther more m .detml. ' Bu~ .h .. e WISliCd to prermse that tt wns 
no part 'or his business or of his iuten~ion to criticise the judgments from _any legal point of view, or tn . 

1._mrnine whether the.}.' wer'e. right oi· \hong. ' H e. examined them for ·the' pm1Jose of clra.wiug from tltetu 
~ud.J instruction us could be got. ,1 ,. • ,[ , , • · 

The Chief Justice, ufter;sh.oi:tly stat ing the. nature of. thc.case, saitl~ . ' : · . :''~ ·' • • 

"In a general way, . oF course, et ery .~~l~sildl\rl, ovet:y.1 ~~m·gapa• . any .. taluku; ::, t~uinsiil, a ·u,,;.H:. , a 
mnu:rill, uia~. be sal(l to ,be·a sub,dtvtsJOn ·of .ru Dt~tnct, 'A •'Clu~ter of ,manzas . formed by . tbc 
Collector at his discretion might likowise'<be called a sub-di v'isi\Jn. " ' ''' · : :· 

. ~ - • · . r • r ~ • . 1 • ~( " , •• , • • • • , 

. 'The' Co-lmcil WOtlld therefore see tlin~ the trncts nssigned to D cpt,lt,y Cpllectors fell .,y\thin :the gram- . 
·r11ntical m~tl po1>nlar m.em1~1g of the) 1101:d. "S~,b-diyisioH,;: · ;, t,~9 ldli ief ~~~s ~\cc' th icm ,s.ta.ted :-:- ; 

"The <tnestion i6 whet.her thc· !jlll):dh;i.~iort ,spoken ,of in,.thc,Act is f!uch lJ. ' sub-divisiou. adopted by a· 
1 Collector for thc ·pnrpose 'pf, diidrib\1thig ~he bt\siness: oOhe tlistricts· amoiigd iis subordinates in 
,· &. ,c!)nvenient mat-iner,, and liable to.u o clmug~<\ fronh ~ime, :to tim!'l.at bis' discretiou, 01<is a per-· 

. m!\neu't sup-di.v,i!;ion '"~uch 1Hili1l>ee~{.,establish.ct1 : ,ar~d ... plncccl ,,tnl:<;l.e~· , .th~ .cliarg0 ~ of:. :i. . sepnh1tc: · 
· o$cer, lly tl1o nuthonty of tltc Gon;:rn.mcnt ;.•1s, for ),nstntrce, \I'Ihblut m the Barel! Dr. tti ct, Ot" 

Kirwi in the B(lnda. District.''" · ' 

Tlw ~ 1\·ns a ~·cry clear stntement of the quqs t.ion, and thcn;cqmc the reasoris which guided the jmJ .. ·-. 
ntc·ul ot: tlte Court. 1,;1\Cy )i•er~ · exptpsse~l ·in th,cse f~w words :--:" 1.'/w lc~ttc ; : ctp11CWI'·S to be the sl!b-di,visio~ u 
('(lit/emph!lC(l by ,(l,l!'.• ' .• r 

.Mr. Justice Penraou concurred with , t,hc Chief Justice, nucl mentioned tw!J ~uLsequcnt .Acts, one bein···· 
the new Go~le of Crintinal Pro~e.d~ue:· ~rhich had 1~ot yeti~ome into opemtiolil, ~s t·J• i·q~v.ing light lLJ10n tlt~ 
11w:ming of the word 'sub-d1vrstoH m the Act X. o.f u;,J9. . · ~ . · 

The• Council would percei~-c fro~ t He t'enor of' tl. e.e' 'judgm~nts that the 'pra<;ti~~ did not violalu 
ally Jc..,al 1irinciplc, that it did not work nny pract.ical injustice, and tlmt it wns not 'In disrc"ard of any 
:tlt.~runti\'!l sy~tem clearly contemplated by the Act. The reasous ·whiclt controlled the Court ~ppeared t~ • 
lmve been solely of a technicnl kind, lending it to the conclusion that the word' sub-division' was not all 
apt word to express the particulnr tracts which had been committed t o the Deputy Collectors. 

The cnse, t.hen, was one whicli was relieved of.nll difficulties in point' of substance; and in which ih ..: 
f•l•gisl~ture might, so .rur. us an)· judicial obj~ction was con~eme~l, fe~l its~\f frqe to· follo\\• wltateve1' cour~u 
wns ~·let.D.tetl by converuence. What cow'Se, ~hen,,~\·as u~ost convemen~?. Q)ea.rly ~o s.UJl}lOrt !ib'e:cxis tin:; 
prnchce nnd _ to allo.w. reople to trnn~act the~r. btun.uess.m th~ w~y to whrch: theY, were 'acctlstom<';(l. ·. H e 
propos.ed, therefore, to l)ltrocluce a Bill) the pnmary •ObJect ~~ winch woi.tld lle tq declm·e that nctun.\ suh­
dhjsions' wet~ legal sub-divisiens; and .t.ltat the pop~tldr. and· g\mnmn_tic~l,'~mport of the:word_ mirJ .thnt 
ll'ludr lrnd lutherto been ncceptetl ·was, tts true nnd lega\ImJJOrt.! He antiCJ})ated no' disa1Jproval' of t.hi~ . 
course .fuom tile Judges. On · the coutmry, he hoped they would g ive their Ucst' assistn.nce in makirw tl1c 
lmr clear n,ud in prc\'cnt.ing the recurr~nce of such a;disnstet· ns hnd htt}Jpcneci'to :Act X. of'185D. 0 

The Government. of t.bc Nort.h-Western Pro,;iilccs hat!' suggested sm1Je other ~ltcmtions ot' detail iu 
~he ~t whkh he would not then ' dis~uss, ns ~l~o BiU must ~e relcrred ·~ a Select Committee.. , As regard­
ed t1mc, be hoped t·hel'O .would be uo.neeess1ty for pressing on the Btll ·out of due .course. But it was 
impol!lli'bl t41·tell who.t might h&,'ppen. • So1netimm; nu unexpected decision of this 'Kind nftecting· multi­
tuclef! oE {lri.\•nte })toperties, p~od,\ccd n 11udden o.hd rank crop. of litign.tiot1 ; ·::t?d ·if such 'prond to be t.lte 
~liS() m lil.1!) f)l'~J~t mstance, 1_!; mt~ht be the duty ef..tlte Lcgtslnture to net w1~h tl\~ ·u.ttnost SJ>cetl of which 
It Wll'S c:tpabJt>, .. · · • · . · . 

The lllotion wns put imd agreed to: · : · • 
1 

• · ' · 

: . , ' SEPOY LUN..A'FICS BILL. 

MO.i'or-Gt>nernl the Honourable H. ·w. Nonlr.Lx presented the ret>ort o£ the Sele~t C<irumittee on the 
Bill to ~vide for tbc ndmission of Nath·e Military Lunatics into Asyhmts. · · 
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CODE OF C'RUIINAL PROCEDURE POSTPONEMEKT BILL. 

The H onourable Mr. HoBHOUSE introduced the Bill to postpone the commencement of Act K o. X. of 
1 <:;7~ (jo;•1•egt~lating the J>i'OCC!~m·e o.fthe Com·ts ofC;·i:mi nal Jnclic!~tm·e). He said tha t on modng 
li.>r lcrn·c to introduce the Bill, he had assigned reasons which he need not now repeat. Since the11 it hnd 
sil lmpJ'Icned tha t th rough a devious pnt.h, tll!lt of the Financial De1>nrtment, some fresh proof of th11 
•;xpt:diency of a little delay had been given. I t appeared t.hat the Government Translator in Bomha.v 
pet itioned for !:.trger allownnces, the reason being the enormous pressure of work e1·cated by the t.hret­
. \c t ~. which had necessitated the employment of an extra nmnbor of sk\1\ed h:>~uls. Of these Act!! tl"' 
Criminal Procedure Code Wf\8 1>articukn·ly specified a~ being onerou,;; :m1\ it was sta ted that wi th all 
.:x trn a~sistauco the work could only just be done in time. Now if the t.ranslations were only just done iu 
timc-, it was pretty clear that they couhl not be read or \ligcstcd by the Nnti ve judges nnd prart.i~i (•H•:rii 
in due ti me. 

The H onourable Mr. H onHou;;E then n.pj)lied to the President to suspend the Rules for the Conduct 
or .Business, observing t ha t from the na ture of the Bill it was olwious t.hnt, to ue u~cful, i t must hccome 
law before Ute 1st September next, and t lmt it would be convenient to allow a marg in !'or puhli r ll{•tiro:-. 

The !' RESIDENT declared the R ules to be suspended. 
Tho H onourable :Mr. H o.onousE then moved tbat the Bill pn~sed . 

T he l\Iotion wns put and agreell tu. 

EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

The H onourable ~Ir. Honnous E moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Iudia u Edd .: 11e<· 
.\ cL, 187 2. He said that the object of this Bill was to amend some defects to which attention hnd l.c·c·n 
o·;tl led hy the Legislative Depnrtmen t, and which were owing to a l'ery common incideut a ttendin " tlw 
pa:,sing of new Acts, namely, the total repeal of prior Acts of which it was intended to re-ennct "'targ<' 
po r t io n~, and the omission of some of those llOrtions from the new Act. H e would ouly ment ion iu 
dutail the most important point. This related to tho power of administering an oath. Act .L ul' 1 87~. 
repealed the whole of Act XV. of 1852. One of the sections of the Act of Ul52 coutnined the auhhoriry 
u11 which most of the High Courts in India and Commissioners, Arbitra.tors, n.nd other persons actinor iu 
>ni ts depending before them, administered onths t.o wi tnesses. By a n accident the section had no t l~·cu 
J'c-cnactcd. 1\'Ir. I-Ionnous '" had no such knowledge of the Indian S tatute-book as would enable hilll tu 
,ny uf his own authority that such a. power to administer oaths did not somewhere exist. But the 
• 'ccretnry had assm ed him that he could not find any such, so far at k ast as regarded Commissioners ami 
Aruitmtors, and :Mr. Honnousr> thought thnt tl1e Council might rely on this as!iurancc. If such :t power 
o!' m\ministerin"' oaths to witnesses was suspemletl for a single day, i t migh t cnnse rrrca t disturbance of 
1 lo e cuursc of tl~e jnstice. And even if doubt bung over such a lloint, it might be ve~·y embarrn:tiing. 

The opportuuity had been taken to make corrections of few other errors, being clerical, o1· typorrm­
phio ·al, or mere sli})S irt drafting, bnt he '~'ould not now enlarge upou them, :ts the Bill, he hoped, w~t!tl 
I.e puiJii~hed wit.h a full sta temen t of ObJects and Reasons, and would, he trusted, ue reforretl to a Soled 
l'ouun ittcc. 

The H onoumblc Mr. H onHOUSE then applied to the President to suspend the Itulcs for the Cunolud 
or Husincss. 

T he PuESJDENT \lcclared the R ules sus1>emled. 
The H onourable 1\'fr. H onn oUSE then introduced the Bill, :Htd n,,.,·cd that it be referred t iJ :t !-;el.,o-t 

C:commiltce with instructions to report in a week. 

T he Motion was put and agreed to. 

DEFINITION OF "COIN" AMENDME NT BILL. 

T he H onourable :i\'Ir. H onHOUSF: presented the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to :llu i·n· l 
the defini tion of Coin contained in the Indian P enal Code. 

The following Select Committee was named :-

On the Bill to amend the ' Imlian E vidence Act, 1872-The HouomalJie Sir John Stmcl.ey. tl. (• 
Hvnourablc ~{essrs. Bayley and Egerton and the MoYer. 

The Cuuncil then adjourned till the 29th August 1872. 

S<mlc~, the 15th Aw;ust 187 2. 

WHITI,EY STOKE~. 

~ecret~ry to the GtJvc rnm~nt of fnrli ~· . 

l'Rl:iTED AT TH.& OOVElUfKE:i'T CE.'iTBAL l'RESS, BOMB.\\.-, 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE. LEGISLATPilE. D~EPARTMEN:T~ B.OMBAY.. 

The following Extract from the Proceedings of tlie Governor _of Bombay in. 
the Legislative Department is published. for general information:.,-

.Abst?·act· of the P1·oceeding.~ of th"e Council of the Govenwr of Bombay, assembled' 
fm· the pw·pose ~f mak'ing Laws a11d. RegJtlations under t!te P1·ovisions f!:{" The INnr AN· 

Oouncils' A cl 181H." · 

The Council met [\,t P(ma on .'FridaJ., tHe 9th August I S72, nt . rnid~d:\.y : 

.P R E.S E N ''l' : · 

His Excellimcy the Honourable Sm PHILIP F.mr.o!\u-. \Voo~;uou:'l~;. K.C.B., GovernoL" 
of Bombay, p1'esiding. 

The Honourable H: P .'.ST . . G .. T uCio:n: . 
'.Phe Honourable A. R.ooEitS . . 
']he ·Honourable the AcTING AnvnCA'I'B · G~NERAl': 

Tlie Honourable l\IIuNouwAss N-u1·uoouHoY, .C.S.l. 
The Honourable Colonel .:i\f. K. Ki>NNf:mr. 

The -Honourable E. W. H.,\v~; :'ISC IWFT . . 

The· Honourable ·,J, A ... FoRnES . . 
T-he Hm1oum.ble NAR.IYE N "vV AS UOEVH:~: ... 

The following gentlemen too].: the usu:tL affil'matio11 Afilrmntion. of Offico, .l!:c., to.kcn 
h,v Arlditional MemhcraofCouncil. of office and declaration of wlleg-ia.nce to Her Ma:jesty :--

The ·Honourable MuNGU-LDASS NuTHOODHOY, C.S. L 
The Honourable Colonel l\II. K. .KENNF.OY . . 
The Honourable J. A. FoitJJEs . . 
The Honourable N ARAYRN V ASIJD~:V.IEt:. 

The Honourable ·Mr .. 'fucKER, in moving the re-!tppointment 011 the Select. Committee 
. . . appointed · to consider and ·1'ep01·t 011 the Bombay Municipal· 

Me~bers re·appomtcd. to ~e!ect Bill (No. 3 of 1872) of the Honourable Colonel KENNY.DY 
Committee on Bombay MmllClpal l h reT bl M M 
'Bill, . a~lC . t . e :J.Onoura e .essrs. . UNOULDASS N UTHOOBII'lY n.n rJ 

] ounEs, stated that he ·did not propose the nomination ' 
Select Committee of any of the gentlemen· now appointed. for the first time to l:ie A · 
:?v.[embers of the Council, as the Committee had already accomplished more than on_, .,, . 
of its work, and' if any new members were added to the Committee it 'vould prob.!tbly ba 
necessary to recommence the' duty and go through the Bill again fi·o~ the beginning. 

The l\l[otion was canied .. 

The Counci'l then ad.1onrned·.: 

f',/,;n, 9tlt A 'tgn.<l I 872. 

\'.-12:~ 

71!1 "'·cleJ• nf I lis R~:rr:llr~,1.cy tlie Oooe·l'nor in rJowncil, 

.J. N UGEN.T, 

A.ctiug U n.!er-Sem·ettu·y to novemment. 


