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PREFATORY NOTE
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the interest and care with which the authors performed their work and wishes to
thank them most cordially.
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OFFICIAL VITAL STATISTICS OF IRELAND

The Irish Freé State and Northern Ireland

INTRODUGTION.

The need for a ready and reliable source of detailed and descriptive information,
on the official vilal statistics of the various countries has long been keenly felt by
statisticians and public health officers. The difficulties which are at once encountered
when data from two or more countries are assembled for comparative purposes are
familiar to all, When the Hecalth Committee of the League of Nations decided to
collect and publish currently data on the prevalence of the chief communicable dis-
eases, important questions -arose concerning the comparability of the data. Subse-
quently, in organising ils programme of statistical work, it was planned as a special
activity to prepare a series of handbooks describing the official vital statistics of the
various countries. :

Therefore it is Lhe purpose of these volumes to present a review of the existing
practice and procedure in the collection and publication of statistics on population,
births, deaths and notifiable diseases, including not only methods of registration but
also the current published reports. Effort has been made to include especially those
facts the knowledge of which is important when comparisons are made of statistics
from two or more counlries. The slatistics themselves are discussed chiefly with regard
to the form and contents of the official reports in which they are presented. ,

It is, realised that, even when meticulous care is exercised in preparing such
handbooks as these, errors may not be entirely avoided, and the ultimate utility of the
work can be judged best only by actual experience. Nevertheless, it is confidently hoped
_ that they will prove useful and valuable as reference books on the delails of method
and procedure in the various national offices:which collect and publish vital statistics. -
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MAP OF JRELAND SHOWING PROVINCES AND COUNTIES '
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IRELAND

1. INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

In view of the important constitutional and administrative changes introduced
in Treland since 1921, it has been deemed advxsable to apply the descriptions which
follow to: .

Pgrt 1. Conditions applying to Ireland as a whole, prior.to 1922.
Part II. Conditions applying separately to the Irish Free State, since 1922.
Part 11I. -Conditions applying separately to Northern Ireland, since 1922.

The reader therefore is asked to bear these arrangements in mind when consult-
‘ing the text. The information which follows refers to the period prior to 1922.

AREA, - . !

The area of the whole island, includiﬁg the larger rivers, lakes, and tideways,
was given as 29,854,722 statute acres, or approximately 32,5686 English square miles.

PoruraTION,

Accordihg to the results of the cc‘nsus taken in April 1911, the population’of
Ireland, and of the constituent provinces, was as follows:

PROVINCE MALES FEMALES : TOTAL
Ulster . . . . . . . . . . 770,862 810,834 . 1,581,696
_Leinster, . . . . . . . . 582,967 579,077 1,162,044
Connaught . . . -." " . . 312,089 208,895 610,984
B Munster . . . . . . . . 526,130 509,365 1,035,495 -

Total for Ireland. .-. . . 2,192,048 2,108,171, - 4,390,219

GOVERNMENT, !

Prior to 1921, all Treland was a part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland. The Sovereign' is a constitutional and hereditary monarch, the legislative
aathority being, under the Constitution, vested in a Parliament of two Houses, the
Lords and the Commons. The House of Lords numbered among its members certain

- Irish’ Peers, while the House of Commons consisted of members representing county,
~ county borough, and university constituencies in’ the three divisions of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.- :

“

1 For further particulars, see Stalisiical Handbooks Series, No. 3 : ” England and w;les "
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The executive authority of the Government of Great Britain and Ireland, nomj-
nally vested in the Crown, was actually entrusted to a Committee of Ministers, known
as the “ Cabinet ”, among whom was usually included the Chief Secrelary io the Lopd
Lieutenant of Ireland.

At the head of affairs in Ireland was the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the nominee
of the Crown.

Local. GOVERNMENT,

Prior to ‘the passing ‘of the Local Governmeni (Ireland) Act in 1898, the
principal administrative authority in each county was the Grand Jury; but, following
the passing of the Act of 1898, provision was made for the election of County and
Rural District Councils under certain prescribed conditions. The cities of Dublin,
Belfast, Cork, Limerick, Londonderry and Waterford, having already representative
councils, were named county boroughs and were independent of the county councils.
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‘2. PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION IN IRELAND.

It is unnecessary in a work of this kind to attempt any quotalion or collation of
the large number of orders and regulations relating to questions of public health
prior lo the year 1878, or to iry to explain their objecls of the difficulties encountered
in the administration of these measures. This must not be deemed to imply that the
earlier public health measures failed to produce beneficial results; the contrary is the
case, but it would be quite impossible within the limits at our disposal to .describe
salisfactorily, or place together with any degree of coherency, the many enactments
which had been applied from time to lime, to sanitary improvement in Ireland.

It will be sufficient for the purposes of a manual such as this to note that, prior
to 1878, there did cxist a mass of unconsolidated legislation relaling to sanitary
matters of one kind or another applicable to Ireland.

Tug Pusric Heartu (IRELAND) AcT.

In 1878, however, the Public Health (Ireland) Acl, generally similar to the English
~ Public Health Act of 1875, was. passed, codifying all earlier sanitary measures in the
“one general Act, and modern health administration in Ireland may be assumed tlo

date from that time, since present-day administration is governed mainly by the
provisions of the Act of 1878, and the various amending Acts which followed from
time to time (notably those of 1890, 1896 and 1907).

Te LocarL GOVERNMENT BOARD,

Under the system then provided for, the Local Government Board for Ireland was
constituted - the central controlling Sanitary Authority, while, for purposes of local
. sanitary administration, every part of Ireland was placed under a specific local autho-
rity, classified as urban or rural according to the administrative and social condi-
.. tlions of ihe locality, sanitary authorities being required, under the provisions of the
Act, to maintain a prescribed staff of medical and other officers, such appointments
being subject to the approval of the Board.
The Local Government Board for Ireland, and, under it, the several sanitary
authorities throughout the country, were responsxble for corporate action with respect
to the following questions:

The provision of adequate sewerage and drainage systems.

The provision of adequate and clean water—supphes for drinking and do-
mestic purposes.

The enforcement of the provision of samtary conveniences. in houses and
other buildings.

The cleansing of streets and highways.
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The prevention of nuisances constituting a danger to the public health.

Prevention ‘and cure of disease; the causes, orngm and dxstnbutlon of disease.

Hygxene of houses; schools, hospitals, etc.

Supervxslon and regulalion of dangerous and offensive trades, factories and
workshops.

Supervision of the manufacture and sale of foods, drmks and drugs with a_
view to assuring a standard .of wholesomeness.

The preveniion and spread of infectious diseases.

The collection, preparation and distribution of stalistical returns of sickness
and dlsease

The preparation, distribution, and enforcement of regulations in the interests
“of public health. *
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- 3. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF, AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR, STATISTICS. .

HisToRIiCAL,

At a time when England was scarcely more than a name to the rest of Europe,
Ireland was already a land of schools and scholars. Three centuries before the
Norman GConquest of England, the Irish had atlained a well-established repulation for.
scholarship, while the fame of her schools was the means of attracting students from
the most distant parts of the Continent. In spile of this, however, we can find no
Irish name related to the collection of data of a stalistical or semi-statistical nature.
In early times, and even later; history provides but meagre and disappoinling informa-
tion which might throw light upon the hisiory of the development of stalistical
science in Ireland, though the numerous Annals and other Irish chronicles provide
national records of first-rale importance descriptive of the civil history and condition
of the people from the very earliest times."*

Apart from the Annals to which brief reference has been made, perhaps the first
and most exiensive record of value after the date of the Norman Conquest was that
which appeared in 1185 under the title of Topographia Hibernia from the pen of

\@;aldus Camprensis, the companion of Prince John during the Irish expedition under-
taken in the reign of Henry 1I.  This record of the state of Ireland during the closing
years of the twelfth century, compiled by one of the ablest chroniclers of his time,
who evidenlly drew largely from the information contained in existing Annals, though
considered to be an accurale and careful description, is a chronicle in the Achen-
wallian conception of statistics, in that it presenis a general account of contemporary
affairs and of the condition of the people and couniry in a manner of more use lo’
the statesman than to the student of statistics in the narrower sense of the term.
The turbulent years covering the next two centuries seem 1o be characterised by a.’
complete absence of either literature or reference of interest io the vital statistician.
The Annals of Ireland, * by Friar John Gryn, of the Convent of Friars Minor, Kil-
kenny, though a document of first-rate historical importance, is siricily limited in

%LQ&};) describing the course of morlalily in certain Irish monasteries during the,
Black eath; 1348. - ¢

* The next milestones -are reached towards the close of the Tudor Period with the
appearance, in 1596, of Edmund SeExsER’s View of the Stale -of Ireland, and the’
estimate of the Irish population (700,000) made by Fynes Moryson (1566-1630), secre-
dary to the Lord Deputy of Ireland, who accompamed the expedition of Lord

* "Mountjoy.

So far, the contributions -we have quoted, though .of hlslorlcal 1mportance are -

of little statistical interest, and we may reasonably assume that it was not until the

i N 1 See the Annals of thc Kingdom of Ireland by the Four dlasters, from the Earliest’ Period to the Year 1616.
" Edited from MSS. in the library of the Royal Irish Academy and of '.l’rinny College Dublln wlzh a Tx‘amslauon
dnd Notes by John O’Donovan, LL.D,, 5 volumes, Dublin, 1848-51,
2 See Journal of the Irish. Archmological Soelety, Dublin, 1849,
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S‘Luart Kings had succeeded to the throne of England that definite stalistical foundas-
tions commenced to be laid in Ireland.

‘During the reign of James I, the then Attorney-General for Ireland, Sir John
Davis, visiled all the provinces of the country, publishing the resulls of his observa.
lions during these journeys in his Discovery of the State of Ireland, 1613. Four
years later, we read of the appointment of the first Registrar-General, when one, Sir
George KEarg, became Public Registrar of Births, Marriages and Burials in 1617,
-having- as assistants to this office four provincial deputies in Dublin, Armagh, Cork
and Galway.. It seems to have been-a curious appoinitment. Keare was required
to pay-the Crown an annual sum of £20 for the privileges accruing from the office
he held. Presumably, these privileges were contained in the fees he retained for the
registrations effected. Under the system, clergymen were required to furnish the
deputy-registrars in each area with certificates of the names of persons baptised,
married or buried by them; for each such ceremony the clergyman received a fee
. of 6d., of which Bd. was remilted to the registrar. The system seems to have con-
‘tinued ‘only for about three years, and, so far, no records have been discovered relal-
_ing to this initial effort of Irish registration. About this time we find the first
references to the “ Irish Parish Registers ”. The dale of the actual introduction of
such records is not known, nor can the names and numbers of parishes mainlaining
such registers be definitely established, but the oldest parish register exiant is
~ that of St. Jobn’s, Dublin, which dates from 1619. Parish regisiers became more
or less general following the instructions of the forty-sixth Canon of the Irish Church
(1634)* which required that * every parish church and chapel wilhin this realm
‘shall be provided with one pparchment book at the charge of the parish, wherein
shall be written the day and year of every christening, wedding and burial ”. The
system continued in practice until 1653, when an Act of “ Barebone's Parliament ”
during the Commonwealth provided for the establishment of civil parish registers
in substiiution of those maintained by the clergy. This measure became effective in
Ireland on December 1st, 1653, and continued until the Restoration, when the old
© system. was resumed. -

" Almost simultaneously with the introduction of parisli registers in Ireland com-
menced the. practice of Leeping Irish Bills of ‘Mortality, though here again it is
impossible to state with any degree of precision when this practice . com-
meénced. So far as the Dublin Bills are concerned, the earliest known reference to
theéir existence. appears in the city records of 1658, when the City Treasurer was
authorised to pay one John Tadpole the sum of fifty shillings for his work in
connection with the weekly bills of morlality for the city. As to the procedure fol-
lowed in cox}néction with this service, it was customary for a collector, licensed by

18 registers course, to the Established Church in Ireland. Registers were maintained by
other ri‘lliiﬂll‘ous d _rel%:.‘(:l‘;' % } h . at a later date. .Registers of the Society of Friends date
from 1650, but Roman Cathollc registers were not general before the nineteenth century, despite the fact that Roman
Catholics constituted the vast majority of the population, and that the injunction of the Council of Trent (1563{
made the keeping of such records a law of the Catholic Church. < The explanation is presumably the legd
prescription of the Roman Catholie priesthood down to the later half of the elglgteentn century.
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the . Archbishop of Dublin, to call al weekly inlervals upon the parish clerks and
oblain from them the numbers of baplisms amd burials and causes of death. How
the causes of death were eslablished is not definitely known, but it is presumed that
the syslem was similar to that followed in London by the employment of Searchers.*
The Bills were printed and disiribuled at weekly, quarterly, and yearly intervals, for
about a cenlury and a-half, and appear to have passed out of existence about 1772.

It is curious io note that, in spite of the existence of Parish Registers and Bills
of Mortality, no altempl scems to have been made to examine and analyse the con-
tenis of such records prior lo 1683, when Sir William Petry, whose atlention to such
malters had been slimulaled by the inlerest aroused by the publicalion of Graunt's
Observalions upon the London Bills of Morlality, * published his lracts, Observalions
upon the Dublin Bills of Morlalily and the State of thal Cily and, in 1686, his Further
Observalions on the Dublin Bills or Accompls of the Houses, Hearths, Baplisms and
Burials in that City. Pelly quoles from a Dublin Bill of 1666, which is his earliest
record.

Stalistical development was, however, slow, and inlerest in’ statislical mauels,
apart from the records of baptisms and burials, seemed entirely lacking for over a
century. No census of the population had ever been made, and what estimates
existed were unreliable and merely conjectural. In this conneclion it is interesling
to nole that, in 1780, in A Tour in Ireland,® Arthur Younc stated: “ T cannot con-
clude this subject withoul earnestly recommending to the legislalure of Ireland to
order an aclual enumeralion of the whole people.” Whether this recommendation
was the stimulating factor in the next slalislical essay we cannot say, but in- 1798
a census of the Dublin population was ordered, every householder being required
lo aflix to his door a lisl of the members of his family and his servants residing in
the house on the day appointed for the counting. This operalion was a police measure,
introduced during the rebellion, and primarily intended to serve as a check upon the
movements of strangers; ils value as a census was appreciated by certain private
citizens, who, of their own initialive, went round and recorded the resulls.* It was
not, however, until 1813 that the first official census of the whole Irish population
took place (see pp. 23 and 24 of the present manual).

‘With the mention of the county histories, chiefly of a statistical and agucult.ural
character, which were underlaken under the auspices of the Royal Dublin Society
about the beginning.of the last century, we have briefly outlined the statistical history
of Ireland, bringing the slory down to the opening years of the nineteenth century.
Before continuing our descriptions from the time of the introduclion of compulsory

.civil registralion, it is necessary to warn the reader that the system of registration by
means of Parish Registers, 1o which we have referred, was both defective and un-
reliable. They were records, not of births and deaths, but of baptisms and burials,

1 For further {nformation on this point see Statistical Handbooks Series,” No. 3. “ England and Wales”,
pp. 53-54. League of Nations Publication. (C. H.).

2 Ibid., pp. 14, 48, 53. -

34 Tour in Ireland, Part II, p. 61, Arthur YouNe, 1780.

4 Essay on the Population of Dubun, 1798, Rev. James WHITELAW, Dublin, 1805.



— 920 —

and the facts recorded referred only 1o the members of a pa1t1c111ar religious
denomination. Eccles:astxcal registration of this kind, lacklng, as it did, efficient
supervision and sirict enforcement of the regulations framed for its maintenance,
proved far from successful, since entries were incomplele and but mdlf[erently kept
It may therefore be stated that no properly kept registers of births and dealhs
were generally maintained prior to the establishment of compulsory Civil Registration.

CoMpuLsoRY Ci1viL REGISTRATION.

The Act for the registration of births and deaihs,' and Roman Catholic marriages
which. became operative on January 1st, 1864, provided for the establishment of a
General Register .Office, the appointment of a Regislrar-General, Superintendent
Registrars’ Districts, and of Registrars’ Districts throughout the whole of Ireland.
By virtue of the powers conferred upon him under the terms of this Act, the Regis-
trar-General was authorised to frame regulations for the proper organisation and
admmlstranon of the new service, such regulations being given statutory force.

" The country was divided up for purposes of registralion inlo:

(a) Superintendent Regislrars’ Districis, each in charge of a superintendent regis-
trar. These areas coincided with the existing boundaries of the Poor Law Unions,

and the superintendent registrars were generally the clerks to the Poor Law Unions
in each particular area. -

(b) Registrars’ Districts, which were sub-districts of the superintendent registrars’
districts, and, in general, co-extensive with the dispensary districts in each Poor Law
Union area. Medical officers of dispensary districts were appointed -registrars of
births and deaths in these areas, except in such cases where such medical officer
,dechned the appointment, when the Poor Law Guardians appointed the official.

Registration offices were established, registers, necessary slationery and other
items were furnished to superintendent registrars and registrars some ilime before
the Act came into operation, so that these officials might be enabled to discharge
their duties eﬁlclently and in a uniform manner.

With a view to securing uniformity in the regisiration of the causes of deéath
throughout the country, each registrar.and medlcal practitioner in Ireland was pro-
vided by the Registrar-General with a copy of the nomenclature of Dr. Farr as. used
at that time in the registration of deaths in England and Wales, while the Presidents
of the King and Queeri’s College of Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, and
the Governor of the Apothecaries Hall ‘of Ireland were approached with a view 1o

- ‘obtaining their assistance in securing accurate and uniform records of causes Of
death.

Under Section 47 of the Act relating to the reglstrauon of births and deaths,
each registrar was required fo forward to the superintendent registrar of the area,

-

1 The registration of max:riaggs other than Roman Catholic had been in force since April ist, 1845,
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during the months of January, April, July and October, a certified copy of all
entries made during the preceding quarter of the year; while, if no entries had been
made during the period, a nil return was to be rendered. Superintendent regis-
trars were responsible for the examination and verification of these local returns,
and, in their turn, were required to forward them to the Registrar-General in Dublin.
To facilitate the searching of records, the Registrar-General was required to prepare
and maintain indexes of all such records, and was authorised to supply certified
copies of entries to the public, on the payment of the prescribed fees. '



4. THE POPULATION OF IRELAND.

HisToricaAr.,

Y

The first attempt of any imporlance having reference to early estimates of the
population of Ireland was that made by Sir William Perry in 1672. Following the
survey of Ireland for which he was responsible, particulars of which may be found
in his Political Anatomy of Ireland, he based his calculations upon the number of
hearths, or “ smoaks ” as he terms them, these daia being oblained in all proba-
bility from the official returns of the revenue officers responsible for the collection
of hearth money. Responsible authorities are agreed that the results of his survey
attained such a high degree of accuracy as to make the printed report a standard
work of reference, Petty’s estimate of the population of Ireland at the time being
'1,100,000 souls. In a later estimate, made in 1687, again caltulated upon the
number of hearths or “ smoaks “, Petty places the population at 1,300,000 (vide
Treatise on Ireland?).

In 1695, a Caplain South atternpled to estimate the population of the country
by basing his calculations on the poll-tax returns of three Irish counties and of
the city of Dublin, from these data estimaling an average for the remainder of the
kingdom. This eslimate, results of which were communicated to the Royal Society
-(vide Phil. Soc. Trans., No. 261, Vol. 22), suggesis that the population of Ireland
at that date amounted to 1,034,102 persons. -

Thirty-six years later — that is to.say, in 1731 —_ the Irish House of Lords
instituted a special enquiry, which required the magistrates, and clergy of ‘the Estab-
lished Church, to render returns of the number of inhabitants for each county.
“Having regard to the unseitled state of the country at the time, to the fact that
there éxisted areas beyond the limits of control by either magistrates or clergy, and
that there was lacking the power fo enforce the demands that were made, the resulls
of this enquiry, which estimated the population to number 2,010,221 souls, are nct
regarded by competent authorities as being absolutely dependable. )

Other efforls to estimate the population, by means of the returns of the hearth-
tax collectors, were made at various times subsequent to 1731 with the following
“results, though again it should be added that these data are not considered entirely
reliable:

z SOITBA . . . . . . . . 2,312,634
1767 . . . . . . .°. 2514276
1777 . . . . . . . . 2,690,556
178 . . . . . . . . 285032

‘One of the most remarkable of these earlier efforts at calculation of the popula-
tion of Ireland-was that attempied by Mr. G. Parkér Busae, a Revenue Commissioner,
who based his estimates upon the hearth-tax collectors’ survey books for the year 1788

1 See HuLL's edition of the Economic Writings of Sir Wuuam Pelty (Cambridge, 1899), Vol. II, p. 555.
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For full particulars of the ingenious methods applied by this invesiigator in the course
of his enquiries, the reader is referred to his communication to the Royal Irish Aca-
demy.' Brielly, the method, applied in Lhe [irst place to the county of Wexford,
was in turn applied to every Irish county; but, in spite of all the care and assiduity
which characterised the whole course of this enquiry, Bushe himself would not appear
to have been satisfied with the accuracy of the results, for he remarks, regarding the
records in the survey books:

“ The number of houses returned in the year 1788 is certainly far short of
the lruth; . . . if any of the supervisors have been guilty of collusion or
negligence, the number of houses omitted (i.e., in thirteen counties) is probably
greater than 24,800.”

Having in mind the possibility of error on such a scale as this; Bushe considered
“ the number of souls in the Kingdom must be computed at above 4,040,000 .

In 1792 appeared a further populalion estimate in the Memoir of the Map of
Ireland, published by Dr. Daniel Augustus BeEaurort in that year. Beaufort, having
obtained for each of the Irish counties the number of houses, assumed an average
.of five or six persons per house and, arrived at an estimate of 4,088,226 persons for
‘the whole couniry. In the same year also (1792) there was laid before the Irish House
of Commons a very detailed report of the number of hearths, prepared from the
survey returns _for the year 1791, and, on the basis of these returns, the Irish
population was given as amounting to 4,026,612 persons. *

It will have been gathéred from the foregoing remarks that the various estimates
of the populalion had been calculated from the same basis, namely, by obtaining
the number of bouses as recorded in the hearth-tax relurns, and then using as
multiplier an arbitrarily selected probable average of persons per house. As these
averages ranged between five and six and a-half persons in different calculalions, -
it is no matter of surprise to find the variations in the numbers quoted by different
calculations between 1792 and 1800.

Taeg First Orriciarn Irisa CENsUS,

In the opening years of the nineteenth century, the central authorities resélved
that the uncertainty attaching to the population problem should be allowed to con-
linue no longer, but that an actual enumeration on the lines of the first English
census should be carried out in Ireland, and in July 1812 an Act providing “ for
taking an account of the population of Ireland ”, elc., received the Royal assent.

Under the terms of this measure, the Grand Juries of the several Irish counties
were charged with the supervision of all duties aitached to the operation of the
first official census enumeration, and ‘were authorised to make adequate arrange-
ments, and to appoint the necessary personnel, for the execution of the various tasks

1 Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, Vol. III, 1789, pp. 145-155.
? See also the corrected estimaie of Newenham: An Enquiry into the Progress and Magnltude of the Popula
tion of Ireland, Thos. NEWENHAY, London, 1805.



- appertaining to the enquiry, which was to commence on the ‘same day ihroughout:‘

the country, viz., May 1st, 1813. It was provided that, on that date, census agents
should proceed from house to house, in their allotted areas, and “ without interrap-
tion or wilful or negligent delay ”, continue their enquiries from day to d

: : ay until
their task was completed, obtaining the following particulars: :

The number of inhabited houses;

. The number of. families;

. The number of houses in course of bﬁilding;
. The number of uninhabited houses;

- The number of families employed in and dependent upon agriculture;

- The number of families employed in trade, manufactures and handicrafts;

. The number of those not comprised in categories 5 or 6;

. The number of souls (including children of every age) actually living
within the area at the time of taking count, distinguishing males and

females, exclusive of soldiers in the regular army or militia, seamen

in the King’s service or in regislered vessels;

9. The number ‘of inhabitants in each city,” town or village within each
district. : v

00 -1 0 Gt o=

.Although the provisions of the- Act endeavoured to anticipate and legislate for all
possible difficulties in order that the operation might prove successful and the results
reliable, these precautions did not produce the desired effect, and, on the whole,
the first experiment of census-taking failed. The causes of this failure to achieve
"the desired result were many. The Grand Jury system of control was inadequale
for the efficient supervision of the complicated operation of census-taking, since it

" lacked both the organisation and staff competent to carry out the work: The appoint-
ment of census agents was mainly governed by personal influence, without regard to
the abilities necessary to the task. The payment of agents was according to numbers
enumerated, hence dishonest officials may have falsified their returns. The opera-

" tion was not continued without interruption in all counties; from some areas no

returns of any kind were rendered, whilst from others returns were unreliable. In
the final results, it was ascertained that, of the returns relating to forly Irish

counties, but ten were satisfactory, twenty-four were defeclive, and six counties made
no returns whatsoever. .

In spite of this disappointing result, a further effort was made two years later, .

_the Act of 1815 vesting the superintending authority of census-taking in the county/
magistrates, and in 1821 the second Irish census was carried out. The organisation,
though still defective, was a great improvement upon that of the first census, and,
" in spite of the difficulties attendant upon the absence of exact delimitation of some of
the area boundaries, the operation produced such satisfactory results that this enumera-
- tion is regarded as the first complete and’ authoritative census. The results, which
were published in 1823, declared the Irish population to number 6,801,827 persons-
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The results of the next census, taken in 1831, which, alter correction, staled that
the population amounted to 7,767,401 souls, are not considered so reliable as those
of the previous enumeralion; but the census of 1841 was an imporiant milestone in
the history of Irish census-laking. A census Commission directed the operations,
Ordnance Survey maps were used for the first time, and, with three exceptions,
these enabled an accurate distribution of census areas to be made. The official
enumeralors, appointed from members of the Irish Constabulary, were reliable and
understood exactly the nature of the duties for which they were responsible, and
finally, a household bullelin was introduced, which was required to be completed by
“the head of each household. (Formerly, census particulars were entered by each
enumerator by viva voce enquiry.) The results of this enumeration are considered
completely dependable. : '

The census of 1851 and all succeeding censuses were carried out under the super-
intendence of a Census Commission, having the Registrar-General as Chief Commis-
sioner, {ogether with expert Assistant Commissioners. Upon these more recent enu-
merations, no comment is necessary, beyond calling the attention of the reader {o the
fact that, consequent on Lhe passing of the Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898,
extensive alierations of boundaries were made. Any comparison of data relating lo
particular areas before and afler that daie must be made with care.

Census PROCEDURE PRIOR TO 1922,

The necessary preliminary to any 2numeration of the population was the promulga-
tion of a Census (Ireland) Act, which was usually passed during the summer months
of the year preceding that in which the census was to take place. This Act announced

_the date on which the census was to be taken, provided for the appointment of a
ceniral controlling authority (the Census Commission), census agents, official
schedules, regulations and other items necessary {o the organisation and carrying out
of the operation.

The couniry was divided up into enumeration districts, each of which was con-
trolled, by an officer of the Royal Irish Constabulary, or by an officer of-the Dublin
Metropolitan Police, in the capacity of Census Superintendent. Enumeration districts
were subdivided into census areas, each of these divisions being in the charge of a
member. of the Royal Irish Constabulary or Dublin Metropolitan Police, who acted
as the local census enumerator for the area. Some days in advance of that fixed for
the actual enumeralion, census agents were required to visit all houses in’ the area
for which they were responsible, leaving for each scparate family living in the house

one copy of the * Family Relurn ” (Form A). . At the census of 1911, this schedule
xequlred the followmo- information of each person in a household‘

1. Name and surname;

2. Relalion lo head of family;
‘8. Religious profession; '
4. Education;

5. Age (last birthday) and sex;
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Rank, profession or occupation;
Particulars as to marriage;

Wheré born;
Irish language;

If deaf and dumb; dumb>only; blind; imbecile or idiot: or lunatic.

. _ :
The above information was supplied by the head of each household, the eny-
merator being requlred in addition to enter the followmg particulars upon each
Famlly Return ”

N

o o

County i
Poor. Law Union;

District Electoral Division;

Barony;
Parish;
. Townland;
City;
. ~d' Tl -
. Parliamentary b::;:lo:l;-
L= Rt §

. Urban district;
10.
11.
12.

Town or village;

Street, etc., with No. of House;

Name of head of family.

At the time of the visit, each enumerator was 1equ1red to fill up two other forms

relating to houses and buildings.

Other schedules were provided for special pur-

poses; as, for example, of ships and boats, sick persons, lunatics and idiots not in
institutions; workhouse, hospital, school, barrack, and prison returns, etc., but their

detailed description is unnecessary in this manual.

On the day following the census date, enumerators were required again to visit
- each house in the area for which they were responsible for the collection of the
completed schedules, continuing at this duty from day to day until all returns had

been collected within the area.

During ‘this time the enumerator was required to

verify all entries, and to satisfy himself that returns had been properly made.

The operation completed, each enumerator Wwas called upon to compile from the
. various schedules collected by him:

1. An absiract for each townland in a rural area, and for each street in an
urban area, providing among other information particulars relating to the
number of houses, inhabited, uninhabited and building; number of families;

number of persons by sex; number of persons by sex and religion.

2. An enumeralor’s summary, which was a summary of -all the abstracts.
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3. An enumeralor’s summary of houses, classified by unit of area, number
of houses, class of dwelling (e.g., first, second, third or fourth class) and number
of families living in each. .

.These compleled forms, together with all family returns, etc., were forwarded to
the superinlendent in each census district, by whom they were again examined prior
to their transmission to the census office of the Registrar-General in Dublini, who was
responsible for tabulation and publicalion of the resulis of each census. Particulars
of the conlents of the Irish Census Reports will be found in the pages immediately
following.

Poruration EstiMATES.

The various estimales of the population contained in official reports have been -
calculated by the following methods for the years:

1826-31. By adopling the rates of increase of the male and female population
* ‘between 1821 and 1831 as shown by the Irish Census Reports of those years.

4832-41. By adopting the rale of increase between the population "of 1831 and
1841, according to the Irish Census Report of 1841.

1842-46. By taking lhe English average birth rale of 1 in 31, and death rate
1 in 45, and deducting the annual emigration from Ireland according to the returns
received from the Emigration Commissioners.

1847-51. The English birth rate, as above, was used, deducting the number of
deaths and ihe number of emigrants in each year, as given in the Irish Census Report
of 1851; an allowance proportioned to the number of recorded deaths and the number
of emigrants was made in each year for the excess of the number thus arrived at
for 1851 over the actual population according to the census of that year.

1852-71. The-English birth and death rates, as above, deducting the number
of emigrants according to the returns obtained by the Regisirar-General for Ireland,
and allowing for excess over census numbers for 1861 and 1871 as explained for the
last period. '

1872-1911. By adding the births registered in each year to the estimated popula— )
tion for the previous year, deducling the deaths and the number of emigrants, and =
adjusting the results for the years 1872-81, 1882-91, 1892-1901, and 1902-11, to allow
for the discrepancy between the number thus arrived at for 1881, 1891, 1901, and
1911 respectively, and the eslimates based on the censuses taken in 1881, 1891, 1901
and 1911.
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION RELATING TO THE POPULATION
: oF IrELAND,

Census Reports.

1821-31. Enumerations did nof extend beyond a census of people and houses.
The reports contain:

Total population of each parish, tabulated by counties;
Total population of each Irish county.

" For each county, the following information is tabulated for each parish in each
barony

1. Total number of vir_lhabiled houses;
2. Total number of families;
3. Number of houses in course of building;
4. Number of houses uninhabited; -
5. Number of families engaged in:
(@) Agriculture;
(b) Trade;
6. 'Manufactures and handicraft:
- (¢) All other families not included under (a) or (b);
7., Total persons, with distinction. of sex;
8. Total males aged 20.years and over;
- 9. Agriculturists: .
. (@) Employing labourers;
(b) Not empioying labourets;
(¢) Number. of labourers employed in agriculture;
10. Number of persons employed in:
(¢) Manufactures, elc.;
(b) Relail trade, etc.; .
"(¢) Capitalists,-professions, elc.;
"(d) Labourers, not agricultural;
(¢) Other males 20 years of age (not servants),
“11. Number of ‘male servanls:

(@) Under 20 years of age;
(b) Over 20 years of age;

r3

12. Number of female servants; ) ,
- - 13, Summary of males 20 years of age.and over, tabulatéd by occupations.

The reports contain a summary of males aged 20 years and over, tabulated bY
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occupations for the cities of Cork, Dublin, Clonmel, Drogheda, Dundalk, Galway,
Sligo and Wexford and for the boroughs of Ireland. -

1841. The schedule required the following particulars: Of persons: the name,
age, sex, relalion to head of household, whether married or single and date of
marriage, occupalion, and degree of instruction, place of birth of every person
enumeraied, together with a return of absent members and a return of members of
each family who had died since the previous census. Of houses: material of which
built, inhabited or uninhabiled; number of slories, rooms, front windows, number
of distingt families in each house. Of farms: number of acres, arable, pasture, waste,
head of live-stock. The resulls are analysed by the Census Commissioners in a com-
prehensive summary, while the following information is tabulated for each county,
and barony, parish, or town: '

1. Area in acres;

2. Number of' persons tabulated by sex, and indicating also whether:
(a) Heads of families; ’
(b) Visitors;
(c) Servanls;
(d) Tolal of each sex;

3. Number of houses, inhabiied (tabulated by class of dwelling, e.g., first,
second, third, or fourth class) and uninhabiled (builf or building);

4. Number of families residing in first, second, third, or fourth class type
of houses; .

5. Number of families tabulated by:
(@) Occupations, e.g., agriculture, irade, elc., other pursuils; =
(b) Means, e.g., vested mcans, profession, etc., direction of labour,
working on own account, not specified; i -
6. Number of persons aged 15 years and over, classified as ministering to:
(@) Physical wants: food, clothing, lodging, elc., health, charity;
(b) Moral wants, e.g., justice, education, religion;
(¢) Unclassified; -
(dy Having.no specified occupation (all the above with distinetion "of
sex); ‘
7. Persons of 5 years and over, able to:
(a) Read and write;
(b) Read only;
{¢) Neither read nor write, with distinction of ‘sex;
8. Number of persons at each month of life from 0-12 months, and each
‘year_of life from 290 years, in rural and urban areas labulated separately;
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number of persons in quinquennial and decennial age periods, in all afeas (all
the above with distinction of sex);

9. Number of persons and degree of instruction, in age-groups 5-10, 1 1-'15’
16-25, etc., with distinction of sex, in rural and urban areas;

~ 10. Number of children attending school in rural and urban areas, at
each year of life from 4-16 years, with distinction of sex, and whether primary
or higher education school;

11. Number of pelsons in rural and wurban axeas, tabulated by age-groups
0-17, 18-25, 26-35, etc, civil state and sex;

12. Number of houses having one or more families residing in them, tabu-
_ lated for rural and urban areas;

. 13. Table of occupations of persons over and under 15 years of age, indi-
cating the total numbers employed in each class of occupation with distinction
of sex;

14. Summaries of the above tables are given for each county and for the
whole of Ireland; - '

15. Number of births in each year 1832-41, in each county, distinguishing .
births in rural and urban areas, with distinction of .5ex;

16. Number of marriages in each year 1839 41, and ages ol contracling
parties, tabulated for each province; :

17. A report upon the number of deaths occurring in the ten years ending
June 6th, 1841. This report comprises an extensive summary of the data avail-
able, giving for each county the number of deaths in rural and urban areas,
hospitals and institutions in each year, for the period 1831-41, with distinction

. of sex, and tabulated by the following causes:

() Epidemic, endemic, and contagious diseases (16 titles);
(b) Diseases of the nervous system (10 titles); '

(c) Diseases of respiratory and circulating system (12 titles);
(d) Diseases of the digestive system (12 tltles)

(¢) Diseases of the urinary system (7 titles);

(f) Diseases of the generative organs (4 titles);

(g) Diseases of the locomotive organs (4 titles);

(h) Diseases of the tegumentary system (5 titles);

(k) Diseases of unknown seat (14 titles);

(D Yiolent or sudden deaths (9 titles).

The above information is further tabulated by sex and age, the age-groups bemb
each month of life from 0-12 months; each year of life from 2-5 years, 6-10 years,
11-15 years, 16-20 years, eic., to 90 years and over.



1851. The scope of the enquiry was extended, the family relurn requiring the
following additional information of persons enumerated:

1. For children under one year, age in monlhs;

2. Education, additional to degree of instruction, whether speaking Irish but
not English, Irish and English, etec.;

3. Infirmities, if any.

] On the return of persons who had died since the date of the last census, the
time of death, -i.e., season of year (spring, summer, elc.) and year of decath was
required. ’ ,

A number of additional schedules were used during Lhis operation, by which it
was endeavoured, for the first ime, to-ascertain on a single day of the year (i.e.,
night of the census) the total number of persons in the counlry suffering. from
sickness and diseases of a temporary or permanent nature. Other returns enumerated
the numbers of persons alllicted with lunacy or idiocy, sick in workhouses, hospitals,
prisons and asylums and the diseases from which’ they suffered, etc. The results
of this census were published as follows:

Four volumes, one for each of the provinces of Ulster, Lexmter, Connaught,
Munster; detailed information for each parish, townland and town of each barony
wilhin cach county in each province, viz:

1. Area;
2. Population by sex at a series of census dales;
3. Number of houses (inhabited, uninhabited, building).

Similar information was tabulated for borouchs county boroughs and Poor Law
"Unions within each county.

One volume relating lo statistics of agriculture.

-One volume analysing the returns of persons sulfering from sickness or disease
in private houses and institutions. on the night of the census. From this report
may be known the numbers of deaf and dumb, blind, lunalic or idiotic, lame and -
decrepit, sick in workhouses, hospitals, prisons and asylums, .together with the
diseases from which they were suflfering. A nosological chart of diseases was added
giving popular and local names and Irish terms.

One volume conlaining the numbe1 and ages of the people by provinces, counties,
baronies and towns detnee of instruction, number of schools and pupils attending
them, and the number of the Irish-speaking population tabulated by counties.

Two volumes conlaining information relating to the deaths of persons between
1841-51. The dala are most exhaustively analysed, besides which there are valuable
treatises on the history of epidemic pestilences, famines, etc.; in Ireland. The -deaths
recorded during the period 1841-51 are tabulated on the manner described on p. 30
of the present manual.
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One volume in which is contained the general report on the results of the cens
of 1851 and having reference‘to the area of the ¢ountry, population, habitations al:ls
house accommodation, familics and their pursuits, occupations of the people and degree

. (-]

of instruction. This information is tabulated by parishes, rural and urban district
baronies and counties. >

1861. The family return required the religious profession of each person enu-
‘merated, this being the only change made in the schedule. The arrangement of

matter and publication of results followed the plans adopled at the previous censug
of 1851. ' ‘

1871. No change was made in the family return, In publishing the final results
however, an effort was made to present the dala on a plan as nearly uniform with’
that adopted by the English scheme, though, actually, identical tabular arrangement
in all cases was unattainable for various national reasons. The classificalion of
occupations followed in 1841, 1851, and 1861 was abandoned, and the English classifi-
cation adopted. - : :

4881. Further instructions appeared in various columns of the’ family return
with a view 1o attaining a higher degree of accuracy in the replies to questions. An
" additional question to this return was headed  Irish Language " (formerly includec
under * Education ") with the instruction: :
.“ Write the word ‘ Irish ’ in the column opposite the name of each person
- who speaks Irish only and the.words *Irish and English * opposite the names
of those who can speak both languages. In other cases no.entry should be made

in this column. ” -

The tables of deaths and of absent members of the family were abandoued, the
query “ When married ” was omitted, and to the column of infirmities, the addition
of “ Lunatics and idiots ” was made. : :

1891. The family return was similar to that used in 1881, ahd the publication
of results by counties and provinces, etc., corresponded with the plans adopted after
the former censuses.

1901. No alteration was made in the family return, which was similar to that
used in 1891. Enumerators were, however, required to take an account of the
number 6f rooms occupied by each family and of the total number of persons in
each family. The general report and the county books contain detailed information .
on the following points: '

" 1. Area, houses, and population;
2. Ages (and sexes) of the people;
3. Civil state; -

4. Occupations;
5. Birthplaces of the people;
6. Foreigners; :



— 33 —

T

. Infirmilies;

8. Public instilutions;

9. Religious professions;

10. Education;

11. Irish-speaking population;

12. Emigration;

13. Miscellaneous, i.e., various summaries, terulorlal subdivisions, etc.

The Registrar-General's Weekly Relurn .of Births and Dealhs (Ireland). — The
first number of the weekly returii was published in 1864, and conlained information
relaling to the city of Dublin. In the following year, the relurn embraced the Dublin
Registration District, and the year afler some of the principal couniry towns were
introduced, and subsequently increased in numbm 1l 1913, when particulars for
twenty-seven towns were collated *. .

The text first described births, deaths at various ages and ftom different causes,
with special reference to zymotic discases, Subsequently, weekly and average death-
rates, deaths in each district of the Dublin Registration District and, later, in the
principal towns were described. Reference to deaths in English and Scottish to“ns
was introduced in 1864 and 1865 respectively.

The tables are described in the following pages; in addilion to these, meteorologic
text and tables for the Pheenix Park were introduced in No. 22, 1864, and continued
to 1914, when Lhey were discontinued as distinct features, Four other stations were
added in 1877 and continued in the text till 1880, when the particulars were embo-
died in Table VII. In 1880 a table of vital stalistics for foreign towns was added
and continued till 1918,

From 1916 to 1091 the following information relating to population was
available: .

1. Total population (sexes not distinguished) and density of peraons per acre
for each of the following areas: .
(a) Nineteen town districts;
(b) Dublin Registration Area and its component parts;
(¢) Tor each of a number of urban districts;
(d) London, Edinburgh, Glasgow.

2. Eslimated population at the middle of the.year for. each of the registrars’
districts in the Dublin Registration Area. .

3. Census population in the cities of Belfast and Cork, and in the registrars’
districts of these cities, without distinction of sex. ’

1In September 1866 the number of towns increased to 8; in 1880 to 18; In 1897 to 22; in 1918 to 27; in 1916
{ke pumber was reduced to 19 (fL.e., towns having a population of 10,000 or over). -
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Quarlerly Summary of the Weekly Returns of Births and Deaths.

_ A summary of the weekly returns (see-p. 33) was first published at the end
of the second quarter of 1864. Since the date of its first appearance ils contents.
‘have varied from time to time, following the changes intrqfluced in the weekly .
relurn of births and deaths at different periods. For the years prior to 1921, the
information relating to population in the quarterly summaries was as follows:

1. \Population estimated to the middle of the year, for each of the registrars’
districts in the Dublin Registration Area;
2. Population according to results of the last census for each of a’ number

of urban districts, for the cities of Belfast and Cork, and for each of the urban
districts ‘of these cities.

Yearly Summary of the Weekly Returns of Births and Deaths.

In the fifty-second weekly return of 1864 a summary for the year was included.
In 1867, this yearly summary was issued for the first time as a separate publication
* and continued so until 1921. :

Quarterly Return of Marriages, Births, and Deaths.

_ The first number of this return, which furnished information for the couniry
as a whole, appeared in 1864 and related. to the first quarter of that year. Changes

in subject-matter were effected from time to time, but for the years prior to 1921 the

information relating to the population in Ireland was generally as follows:

1. Total population, according to the results of the last census, tabulated for
the Dublin Registration Area, and for urban districts in each of the four
provinces. )

* 2. This information is further tabulated for:
_(a) Ireland; '
(b) Each of the four provinces;
{¢) Administrative counties in each province;
(d) Superintendent registrars’ districts; '
- (€) Registrars’ districts.

3. Total population of Ireland estimated to the middle of each year for a
series of years, with distinction of sex. - '



5. VITAL REGISTRATION IN IRELAND.

GENERAL,

Civil registration of births and deaths in Ireland was established under the terms
of the Act of 1863, which became operalive on January 1st, 1864. For the purposes
of regisiralion, the country was divided up into (a) Superinlendent Registrars’ dis-
trictls — these areas were crealed for purposes of administrative convenience, in
general coinciding with the areas of the exisling Poor Law Union — and (b) Regis-
trars’ disiricts, which were made lo correspond, generally speaking, with the dispen-
sary districts within the Poor Law Union areas. These regisiralion areas in 1864
comprised 163 Superintendent Regisirars’ districls and 770 Registrars’ disiricts for the
whole of the country.® In accordance wilh the requirements of the Act, and to
ensure general compliance with the new enaclmenis, the Registrar-General was
required to prepare and publish instructions for the information of Boards of Guar-
dlans in the several Poor Law Unions. This notice, a copy of which is reproduced
below, was also brought before magistrates, the clergy, the médical.profession, and
editors of newspapers in order o oblain the widest possible publicity. . '

Notice by the Regisirar-General of Births, Dealhs and Marriages.
Registralion of Births and Deaths, 26 Vic.cap. 2
Districts.

»

* Registralion Districts. — On and after the first day of January, 1864, each
Dispensary District of a Poor Law Union will be a Registrar’s District, for the Regis-
.fration of Births and Deaths, until the same shall be subdivided by the Registrar-
General, in case it be found necessary for public convenience to make any sub-
division. In the event of any alteration being made in a district, such alleration
shall be published by the Regislrar-General w1th1n the union in which the district
is situated, and elsewhere, as may be decrned expedient. The several Dispensary Dis~
tricts which comprise a Poor Law Union will form a Superintendent Registrar’s Dis—
trict, except in such cases as the boundaries may be allered by the Regislral-Generali'
with the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, of which due notice will be given.

It was provided that the medical officer of each dispensary district shounld be
the registrar of births and deaths within his area, but, -in the event of a medical
officer declining to assume this office, the Guardians of the Poor Law Union in the
area were authoused to appoint to the post a fit and proper person, having such
qualificalion as the ' Registrar-General may declare to be necessary. Of the 756

.

2 In.1920, there were upwards of three thousand local registration offictals.
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registrars of births and deaths originally appomted 704 were medical officers of
dispensary districts, and 52 were appointed by the Poor Law Guardians.

It will be seen that the organisation was analogous with that of England ang
Wales, namely, a headquarters staff and local registration officials under the direction
of a Registrar-General.

The Registration Act of 1863 having been proved deficient in some repects, an
amending Act was passed in 1880 which had the effect of introducing important
changes. These are commented upon where necessary, while particulars of the regula-
tions governing the reﬂlstratlon of births and deaths, and of the official schedules
- employed in- these operations are described in the following pages.
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6. THE REGISTRATION OF LIVE BIRTHS.

GENERAL.

Although every endeavour was made to ensure a complete and accurate regis-
tration of births from the date of the introduction of compulsory registration of these
facts, under the Act of 1863 the reports of the Registrar-General in the earlier years -
of civil registration deplore the fact that an unknown number of births escaped regis-
tration, notwithstanding all efforts to induce a general compliance with the regula-
tions. Later amendments to the original Act endeavoured 1o remove these defects.

PROCEDURE,

" The regulations under the above Act required that notice of the occurrence of a
birth must be made to the regisirar of the district within twenty-one days after
birth (under the Births and Deaths Act, 1880, the period was extended io 42 days),
when_the informant was obliged to supply the several particulars required by the
Act relating lo the registration of births.

Pensoxs ResponsiBLE For DECLARATION.

The responsibility for declaration of the occurrence of a birth on and after
January Ist, 1864, was imposed upon the parents or parent of the child, and, in
their, abserice or default, upon the occupier of the house or lenement in which to his
knowledge the child was born, or upon the nurse or other person present at.the
birth of such child. In addition io the above, the amending Act of 1880 added “ the
guardian or person having charge of the child .

PanTicuLaRs REQUIRED AT TiME oF DECLARATION.

The Act prescribes that the informant of the occurrence of a birth shall provide
the regisirar with the following particulars:
. Date and place of birth;
. The name of the child® (if any);
Sex; .
. The name, surname and dwelling-place of the father;
. The name, surname and maiden surname of the mother;
. The rank, profession or occupation of the father. ’

" The certified copy of the register required to ‘be forwarded to the Registrar-
General at the close of each quarter is in the following form: . -

¢

O O i WO 0 =

}The name given in Dbapti: m be registered within six calendar months after the registration of
the birth by the parent or guardian of such ouiid.. parents of children not recognising the sacrament of bap-
tism may also register the name given. to a child within six months after registration. The period was extended
to twelve months by the Act of 1880, .
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"BIRTHS Registered in the District of ..............in the Union of............. .inthe Count.... .of ............
: i - | Name and - " g Baptismal Name,
Date and | .0 o sName and _{gyriame and | Rank or quﬁrﬁahge, When | Slgpature |%if"added after
No. Flace (it any). | Sex Dﬁi?ﬁnmip‘ﬂge . Maiden " |Profession| 4, SRl Registered ot Registration
of Bin | (0t anvl- | 5% IDVEIERRC) sumame of |of Father. GRS Regitrar. | of Birth
] @l e w6l (6.) {1.) ©.) ©.) (10.y (11.)
. . Cy . L. . . # Should the Co- .
R *Regisirar of Births and Deaths in the District of.......... in the Union of py be certified by
. the Assistant or
: A in the Count of do h ‘ by ‘certi P PR R
I verrenne Of ceiamenininnnnan, is i ;
Cou e 0 hereby certify that this is a true Taterim. - Superin.
h ; . . R . . . i tendent Registrar,
copy of the Eniry No.......... «++++.... in the Registrar’s Book of Births within the said Disirict. P33 insert word
L . terim” as the case
Witness my hand this....... sevvenanean day of ool e 19,00, may be.

vewerso... *¥Regislrar,

I have examined the above, and have compared il wilh the said original Registrar's Boolk, and

hereby cerlify that it is a {rue copy. -Wilness my hand this............ day of....... w1900

«««.... ¥Superintendent Registrar,
[Births S.}

I
o
&0
I
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REGISTRATION BEFORE THE ExpInY oF Turee MoxTus.

If, owing to default of the responsible parties, a birth had not been registered
within twenty-one days (or six weeks by the Act of 1880), the registrar could, at any
time after the expiration of that period but before the expiry of three months after
birth call uwpon the parlies concerned io comply with the statutory requirements
failing which, a penalty of forty shillings was incurred,

RecisTrATION AFTER THREE Montus,

When the birth of a child had not been registered within Lhree months after
birth, - the responsible parties could, within siz months (or twelve months by the Act
of 1880) after the birth of the child, make a statutory declaration in writing of the
particulars required before the superintendent regisirar, or, under the 1880 Act,
before a justice of the peace. Registration was then effected in the ordinary way
on payment of cerlain fees.

LiviraTiON OF TiME ALLOWED For REGISTRATION.

Under the Act of 1863, after the expiration of six months following the birth of
any child, no registration could be effected by any registrar. These conditions were
amended by the Act of 1880, The latter measure made possible the registration of -
a birth effer twelve months, provided the necessary statutory declaration was made,
and the written authority of the Registrar-General obtained.

BirTHS AT SEA.

- Section 39 of the Civil Registration Act of 1863 provided that:

* *If any child of an Irish parent be born at sea after the 31st of Decem-
ber 1863, on board of a British vessel, the captain or commanding officer qf
such vessel shall fortbwith make a Minute in the log-book. or otherwise of the
several particulars hereby required to be registered touching the birth .of such
child, so far as the same may be known, and of the name of the vessel in which
the birth took place, and shall, on the arrival of such vessel in any port of the
United Kingdom, or by an earlier opportunity, send a certified copy of such
Minute through the ‘Post Office to the Registrar-General in Dublin, who shall
file the same, and shall cause a true and correct copy thereof, verified by- his
own signature, to be entered in the book to be kept for that purpose in the General

Register Office, to be called the * Marine Register Book of Births’.
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The following particulars were required:

Year..... . Birth of a child at sea, on board of............ {(name of vessel),
Date and Name and Name, surname | Rani{ Si
Name surname and i ignature of Capta
place 3 Sex ey ané maiden name] or profession or Commandt n
.of birtn,| (i an¥) dw&n}gtghggce of mother. of father. A eseer. Olficer

of vessel.

The required Minute is to be made without delay in the ship’s log, and the copy '

. of the Minute forwarded to the Registrar-General at Dublin must be cerlified in the
~ following manner: )

“ I hereby certify ihat this is a true copy of the Minule made in the log of
....... ... (name of vessel) on the.......... day of.......... year
* Witness my hand, this........ .. day of.......... year.....

(Signed).........

Captain (or Commanding Officer)
of...... {(name of vessel) ”

NEw-BORN CHILDREN FOUND EXPOSED OR ABANDONED.

Particulars of the discovery of a ne_wly'born child in such circumstances must be
notified without delay by the person finding such child to the registrar of the district.

\
IrisHE CHILDREN BORN ABROAD.

Information relating to the birth of a child of Irish parents in any foreign countiry
might be notified to the British Consul of the country in which the birth took place.
The particulars of such birth were forwarded to the Registrar-General at Dublin,

" who entered them in “ The Foreign Register” kept for such purposes:

TRANSFERABLE BIRTHS.

.Births were referred to areas of occurrence, i.e., to the localilies in which they
were registered, no correction being made for births occurring in institutions, etc-
Since 1923, births have been assigned to the areas of normal residence of the mother.

1The ahbove procedure was amended under the provisions of the ‘English Registration Act of 1874, 5‘:;’;
copies being thenceforward transmitted to the Registrar-General of Shipping and Seamen Who supplied el
Registrar-General in Ireland with certified returns of such births. The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, contin
tihs procedure, as amended, and prescribed a new schedule of particulars.
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PExALTIES.

Responsible persons failing to comply with the slatutes relaling to lhe'regis-
tration of births arve liable to the following penalties:

(a) Failure to nolify within twenty-one days, lwenly shillings (after 1880,
six weeks and forty shillings);

(b) Failure to allend personally and give information to the Registrar
within three months (after 1880, twelve months), forly shillings;

(c) Knowingly causing the revishalidn of a birth in any other way than
is required by the Act, after lhree months, except in the case of a child born
at sea or abroad, live pounds (after 1880, ten pounds);

(d) Giving false information to a Registrar (after 1880), ten pounds.

TransmissioN oF Data.

Under Section 47 of the Act relaling (o the regisiration of births and deaths, each
regislrar was required to forward to the superintendent registrar of the area, during
“the months of January, April, July and October, a certified copy of all entries made
during the preceding quarter of the year; while, if no eniries had been made during
the period, a nil return was to be rendered. Superintendent Registrars were respon-
sible for the examinalion and verification of these local returns, and were required
by Section 48 fo forward at quarlerly intervals all certified copies of records received
by them 1o the Registrar-General in Dublin.

To facilitate the searching of records, the Registrar-General was required to pre-
pare and maintain an index of all such records, and was authorised to supply cer-
tiied copies of eniries to members of the public on the payment of prescribed fees.

\

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION RELATING TO LIVE Bm'm§.

Annual Reports of the Registrar-General in Ireland, 1864-74.

The first annual report, relating 1o the year 1864, was published in 1869 and
conlains the following information:

1. A general summary of natality data and comparison of data by areas.

2. Total births, including illegitimate births, total illegitimate births and
excess of births over deaths during the year, with distinction of sex, tabulated
for:

(a) Ireland;

(b) North-eastern division;
(¢) North-western division;
(d) Eastern division;
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(¢) North midland division;
() South midland division,’
(9) Western division;

(h) South-eastern division;
(@) South-western division;

These territorial divisions are furiher subdivided into.

(a) Superintendent registrars’ districts;
(b) Registrars’ districts.

3. Total births, both sexes together, and males and females separately, tabu.-
lated for each quarter of the year, for: .
(a) Ireland; :
(b) Each of the eight territorial divisions;
(¢) Each superintendent registrar’s district;
(d) Each Registration Province and County;®-
(¢) Each registrar's district.

4875. In addition to the above information, birth rates in provinces and coun-
- ties were added

1885. This report contained, for the first time, information relating to adnnms-
. trative countxes and their component parts.

1899. The report for 1899 contained a diagram showing for each of the years
1880-99 the birth rate per thousand of the population in Ireland. This feature was

. retained, representing the Irish birth rate for the twenty )ears preceding the year of
issue of the report until 1915,

1908—1921 Total multlple bu-l.hs were added to the emstmcr information, with
no distinction of sex.

Total births in each Quarter of the year for a series of years.

The Registrar-General's Weekly Return of Births and Dealhs.

First published in 1864. For further particulars relating to changes affecting t.he
scope of this return from time to time, see p. 33 of the present mianual. The in-

formation relating to births in Ireland and the principal changes in the conienis
of- this publication are as follows: .

1884. Total births reglslered;
1880. Birth rates added; :
1881. Information restricted to urban sanitary districts.

8
1 Reglstratlon countles comprlsed -groups of superintendent registrars’ districts whose boundaties, in sont
cases, extend to two or more countles..
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For the years preceding 1922, the following information was generally available:

1. Total births and birth rates per thousand persons, in cach of the follow-
ing areas:
(a) Principal town districts;
(b) Dublin Regisiration Area (with distinciion of sex);
(c2 For each of a number of urban districls;

2. Comparalive lable of births in each of the preceding thirteen weeks, with
average birthg in the corresponding week of the previous ten years, for the
Dublin Regisiration Area, and for Belfast city.

3. Number of births during the week in the cities of Belfast and Cork, and
in each of the registrars’ districts in these cities.

Quarierly Summary of the Weekly Relurns of Births and Dealhs.

Pﬁblication commenced at the end of the second quarter of 1864, since which
year changes in the contents are noticeable from time to time. Later issues, to the
year 1921, conlained the following information relating to births in Ireland:

1. Total births registered during the quarter tabulated for the Dublin Regis- -
tration Area and a number of the principal urban districts; annual birth rate for
each of these areas;

2. Total births registered during the quarter, tabulated for the cities of-
Belfast and Cork, and for each of the registrar’s districls in these cities. '

Yearly Summaries of the Weekly Returns of Births and Deaths.

This publication first appeared as a part of the fifty-second weekly relurn in 186%;
in 1867 it was issued as a separate publication.

The Quarferly Return of Marriages, Births and Deaths.

The first number appeared in 1864 and related to the first quarter of that year.
Various changes were introduced from fime to time, these being commented upon in
p. 33 of the present manual. During the years preceding 1922, the following
information relating to births was available:

1. Annual birth rates for Ireland, each province and each county. Number
of births during " each quarterly period, annually for.a series of years.

2. Total blrths registered durmv the quarter, birth rales tabulated for the
Dublin Reglatxatlon Area and for each of the provincial urban districts of
Treland.
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3. Total births registgred during the quarter and averages for
quarter of the year in the last decennial period, tabulated for:
(a) Ireland;
(b) Each of the four provinces;
(¢) Each county and superintendent registrar’s district.

the same

‘ 4. Total Dbirths registered during the quarter in each registrar’s districi
arranged by counties and superintendent registrars’ districts. o ’

Irish Census Reporls,

, In the Irish Gensus Reports for 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871 will be found the
results of altempts made to obtain the number of births for each of the ten years
preceding the census date. From the census returns were taken the numbers then
alive at every year of age, for the last ten years, and to these were added the number
of persons whose ages at death showed them to have been born in the same year.
The information relating to persons who died in the decennium was taken from the
returns supplied by the head of each household, such returns recording particulars.
of the members of such families who had died since the last census enumeration.
Such records, however, in the absence of a uniform system of registration prior to
1864, were dependent upon the recollection of individuals for the various particulars.
relating to the occurrence of such events in their families during the decade, and on
these grounds cannot be regarded as-accurate.

The tables of births, constructed on these bases, provide the following information:

Estimated births, showing numbers of each sex born in each year during the
decade, distinguishing urban and rural areas, -and tabulated for:
{a) Provinces;
(b) Counties;
(¢) Towns. ] 4
The practice was discontinued after 1871, more accurate records being - compiled

and published in the Decennial Supplements, the first of which related to the period
1871-80. ’
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7. STILL-BIRTHS IN IRELAND.

The -Regisiralion of Births and Deaths Acl of 1863 did not specifically provide
for the registralion of still-born children as such, the Act merely requiring the regis-
tration of the birth “ of any child in Ireland on and after the first day of Jan-
vary 1864 ”. The Registration Act of 1880 provided for the regisiration of live births,
while the regulations for vegistrars of births, deaths and marriages, issued by the
I\egistrar—General in Ireland in’ December 1880, referred to slill-born children in the
following manner. "

“ The registrar must not register still-born children either in his birth or
death book; but, if a child is born alive and dies immediately or soon .after birth,
both the birth and death must be registered separately in the proper form, This
applies lo entries on coroners’ certificates as well as to other entries. ”

In view of these regulalions, it would appear that there did not, and does not,
exist any rule calling upon medical practitioners to certify still-born as such in order
to authorise the burial of such bodies, yel the regulations governing the registration
of deaths may require the person causing the body to be buried to notily the local
registrar of such ecircumstance. )

’
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8. THE REGISTRATION OF DEATHS.

GENERAL, *

An Act for the regisiration .of births and deaths in Ireland, passed in 1863, mage
.the registration of deaths compulsory throughout Ireland on and after J

Ist, 1864. Anuary

ResponsiBILITY FOR DEGLARATION.

Under the provisions of the Act of 1863, the following persons became legally
responsible for the notification of the occurrence of a death io the registrar of the
district in which death occurred:

(@) A person present at the time of death, or in altendance during the last
i]lness of the deceased, or, in default of such persons, )

(b) The occupier of the dwelling or tenement in which death occurred, or
some other person residing in the house in which death occurred. If death did
not occur in a house, then notification must be made,

“(e) By any person' present at the time of death or having knowledge of ihe
circumstances relating to such death.

Under the  Act of 1880, the persons required to give information as to a death
to.the registrar of the district in which the death occurred, and sign the register
in his presence, are the following:

In the case of death occurring in a house,
. {1)- The nearest relalives of the deceased present at the death, or in
attendance during the last illness. In case of their inability or default,
(2) Every other relative of the deceased in the same (registrar’s) district.
In default of any relatives, _ '
>(3) (o) Each person present at the death, (b) the occupier of the house in
which the death occurred. In default of all the above-mentioned, .
(4) (@) Each inmate of the house in which the death occurred; and (b) the
person causing the body to be buried.

In.case of-a death occurring not in a house, or of a dead body found exposed,

. 1. Every relative of deceased having a knowledge of the particulars. In casé
- of their default, . .

2. (6) Every person present at the death, and (b) any person finding 'the'
" body, and (¢) any person taking charge of the body, and {d).the person causing
" the body to be buried.
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PERIOD ALLOWED FOR DECLABATiO;\’.

By the Act of 1863, registration had to be effected by responsible declarants
within seven days after the occurrence of death; if wrilten nolice, accompanied by
a medical certificate, were forwarded to the registrar, the particulars relating to the
deceased person could be registered at any time within fourleen days. The period
was changed 1o five days under the Act of 1880. If, however, a wrillen nolice of
the occurrence of a dealh, accompanied by a medical cerlilicate of the cause of death,
be sent to the registrar by an informant, the registration of the death need not be
effected ‘within the five days, but must, notwithstanding such notice, be eflected
within jourteen days next after the day of death.

ExTeEnsioN OoF Prnriop ALLOWED FOR DECLARATION.

Section 13 of the Act of 1880 provided that, when, from lhe fault of the persons
required to give information of a death in respect of which no inquest has been
held, the dealh had not been regisiered, the registrar should, at some time after
fourteen days, but within iwelve months from such death, by notice in writing,

require any such person to atlend personally at his office, or other suitable place
appointed by him within the district, at an appointed time.

PARTICULARS REQUIRED AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION.

‘the informant is required to supply the registrar with the following particulars
at the time of registration: '

1. Date and place of death;

2. Name and surname of the deceased;
3. Sex;- '
4. Civil state;

5. Age;

6. Rank, profession or occupatior;

7. Certified cause of death and dur.atioh of illness.

Each entry in the register of deaths is signed by the informant and by.the.
registrar. This record, of which a certified copy is required fo be forwarded to
the Registrar-General at the end of each quarter, is in the following form:



DEATHSRegisleredinlhe‘llistrictof......‘.........inlheUnionof.....'........-..intheCountyof.........‘.‘....

Date Name . Age Rank, Certified Signature, | Signature
Cause of Death, | Qualification, .| When
No.| and Place of | and Sex. | Condition. Blm%‘ Professton, or | Cause of X . of
o Duration. |and Residence of {Registered.
Death. 'Sur‘namg. day. Occupation, of Tilness. Tnformant. Registrar.
(1.) (2.) (8.) (&) (5.) (8.) 7.y (8.) ) (10.) (11.)
. L]

d,eeeeuinassnva... ¥Regisirar of Births a i District o, . : * Should the Co-
s g of Birt nd Deaths in the District of................ in the DY b cortined oy
Uni . }hg rlASSIlgta?tt or
: - ) i .. or
RN Of .« vvviivniinnnnn in the County of......... «v.v... do hereby certify thal this is a irue oy > regaeg Sren
. ) . . gnterlm Superin-
copy of the Entry No................. in the Regislrar's Book of Deaths within the said District. maess ins wrd
. “Assistant” or “In-
terim” as the case

may be.

Witness'myhandthis‘........ &ayof................ 19......

\
Ceviersiauenen.. ®Registrar.

I have egamined the above, and have compared il wilh the said original Regisirar's Book, and

hcreby certify that it is a true Copy. Wilness my hand this...... day of.............. 19......

[Deaths S.] . . IERELEER TR ... *Superintendent Registrar.
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DeaTns AT Sea.

cction 40 of the Act of 1863 relaling to the regisiration of deaths required
that:

“ If any of Mer Majesty’s Irish subjecls shall die at sea on board of a Brifish
vessel after the 3lst day of December, 1803, the captain or commanding officer
of the vessel on board of which such death shall have happened shall forth-
with make a Minule in the log-book or otherwise of the several particulars herein
required to be inserfed in the register touching such death, so far as the same
may be known, and of the name of the vessel wherein such death fook place,
and shall, on the arrival of such vessel in any port of the United Kingdom, or
by any earlier opportunily, send a cerlified copy of such Minule through the
Post Office to the Registrar-General in Dublin, who shall file the same, and
shall cause a true and correct copy thereof to be entered in a book to be kept for
that purpose in the general register office, to be called the Marine Register Book
of Dealhs, and the Registrar-General shall keep such book with the other regis-

" ters according to the provision of this Act.”

The following particulars were required to be entered in the register:

Year..:... Death at sea, on boardof.............. {name of vessel).
Date Name Cause of death |Signature of Captain
and place and Sex. (iivtﬂ Age. | Rank, profession and duration or Commanding
of death. | surname state. or occupation. of 1lness. Officer of vessel.

The entry in the ship's log. must be made without delay, and a copy of the
Minute so made, when forwarded to the Registrar-General, must be certified in the
following manner:

“1 hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Minute made in the log

of.......... (name of vessel) on the........ ... day of...... vew . YEAT. s on
““Witness my hand, this.......... day of.......... year.......... )

(Signed).:.. ...coeunenn.
;- “ (Captain or Commanding Officer of vessel.) ”.

The above provisions were superseded by those contained in the English, Regis-
tration Act of 1874, which required that returns of deaths at sea should be forwarded

4
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to the Registrar-General of Shipping and Seamen, who was required, in his turn,
forward certified copies of such deaths, where the deceased were Irish subjects, to
the Registrar-General in Dublin. This procedure was continued under the Merchang
Shipping Act, 1894, which prescribed a new schedule of particulars.

~ INQUESTS.-

If an .inquest is held lup'on any dead .body, the jury enquired as to the

particulars concerning the death, these particulars being recorded on the Coroner’s

" certificate .of the finding of the jury, which is forwarded to the registrar in the
following form:



BIRTHS AND. DEATHS REGISTRATION ACTS (IRELAND), 1863 1o 1880.

Coroner’s Certificate of Finding of Jury.

To be sent to the Registrar within five days after the Finding of the Jury is given.

wn the Superintendent

No. of Entry in Registec
Book of Dosths.
To be fillsd in by
HRegisirar.

Pursuant to the Acl. 43 & 44 Vic,, cap. 13, mtltuled “ An Act to amend the Law in Ireland relating to the R(,glstratlun of Births and Deaths.”

I HEREBY CEB.TII‘Y that at an Inquest held by me on the......... A8y Ofcieerenseeeirermmrernnniiciinnns 10...0e, Bbuccirisnnnniiciienenens crmsevesinesstesnnene
in the , N the body ofcvoviiiiniiiiiiiiiiiinn i e Ceeorreran et
of*... RN TR rreens +....then and there lying dead, the Jury found as follows :(—
. Coudition sa to Rank, Profession, or
Date and Place of Death t Name and Surname of Deceased. Sex Marriage. Age. Qocupation.
Col, 1 2 3 4 [] 6
----------------------------- I T T e R e R N e R L L ] R R L A I Y R T R TR RS N P X R T ¥
Cause of Death and Duratiop of lilness—{Finding of the Jury.) ol. 7.1
Witness my hand this....ocoeneeceees day of vovineeiiininiennenens Y | S,
* Here state tho lnst rosidence of the deconsod person. .
# If date of Death is unknown, please give date of ﬁndmg of .
- body, and how long apparently dead, end if Place of Stgnature ..................................................................................... RO eemiereaneaies
Death is unknown, please state whero body was found. .
{In every case of Violent Death the Verdiet should stete
whather the Death was ™ Accidental,” * Suicidal," or Coroner for. s

* Homioidal.”

n cvery cass in whick the informasion can be oblainer.

1t s very desirabic to havs both the
% Primary " and the * Secondary ** Oausss of Death stated

Restdence,
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2/

DEATHS ABROAD.

Particulars relating to the deaths of natives of Ireland -abroad are nolif

: ed ;
the first instance to the Gonsul or other agent accredited to the country ip Whié}?
death took place. These particulars are forwarded to the Registrar-General jn Dubli,

within twelve months, and entries of such particulars made in “ The Fore;
. » it R : gn
Register ” maintained by the Registrar-General for this purpose.

Tae MEebicar GERTIFICATE OF GAUSE ofF DEatwH.

. Certiﬁcation of cause of death was made pbligatory under the terms of the Act
. of 1863, every medical practilioner being required to supply the registrar of deaths,

within seven days after the death of ithe person attended by him, with a cerlificate in
the following form, sétting forth the cause of death and duration of the last illness,

- “To the Registrar of the District of...... in the Union of...... in the County
of......

“I hereby certify, that I attended................ who was apparently aged or
was stated to be aged............ years ; that I last saw him (or her) on the.......
day of........ 18.... ; that he (or she) died on the........ day of 18...., at....... ;
that the cause of his (or her) death was................ ; and that the disease had
continued............c...u.z .- o :

© “ Witness my hand this.......... dayof.......c.....oouil One thousand eight
hundred and...... e, . '
(Signed)........... Seeeeas i ierasrreenenee
“Profession.........cooiieieinannn. Residence.....ocveenveeensnrennns "

" The Act of 1880 repealed this provision, and in its place required the medical
practitioner.to hand the certificate of the cause of death to one of the persons qualified
to give information of the death, instead of to the registrar. A change in the form of
_ medical certificate was made in 1876, but after January Ist, 1881, the blank forms

provided for this service, and supplied to all duly qualified medical practitioners, are
as follows: . : -



** The .Person who registers the Death MUST BRING THIS CERTIFICATE TO THE
REGISTRAR (if not already sent).

BIRTHS AND DEATHS REGISTRATION ACT (IRELAND), 1880.

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE of the CAUSE of DEATH.

[To be signed and given by the Medical Attendant to some person by the Act required to give information concerning
‘the Death to the Registrar of the District in which the Death occurred, and to no other ferson.]

I mEREBY CERTIFY thal I attended...... C e et e e et tteeerire e iaas e,
whose age was slated to be............... veeraenae Cerreiana. s thul 1last saw h......onthe......coooiiiiviiiiiii. day
) P Ceemesiasiera ey . 49..... . ; that he died*e...oooivnioiiiiit, eerenrneraaas on the,......... day
Ofcerevniineiianinnens Seerraescaes vearan 19.....,at2 i N e e ; and that to the best
of my knowledge and belief the cuuse of h.... death and duralion. of h...... illness were as hereunder written.

1 Should the Medical At-
tendant not feel j\llstlﬂed in
taking apon himself the re- Cause of Death
sponsibility of certifying the - .
fact of Death, he may here . Years Months! Days |Hours
insert the words, “gas I am .
informed =. (a) Primary........,... e e e
. 2In case the death occor
Ted in a Public Institution, | (p) Secondary...... verrrerieeans e, et
the person filling the Certi- :
ficate is requested to state
2lso the particulars’as under,

3The duration of each
form of Disease or Symp-

Duration of Disease 3. -

tom is reckomed from itg Wilness my hand, this............... day of . ovvviinniiiiianiil, ceetann ceeneene 4900000 .
commencement until .death - ’
occurs. "
> Tormor siated Residence of deceased. Signalure ....... fatt s etansennsrasabaasitassanssansann bereenas
Registered Qualification................... aean e N
AR ey Presnrents Residence «......oovvuvsn. N

N. B. — This Certificate is intended solely for the use of the Reglstrar, The person fo whom 1t is glven by the Medical Aftendant must deliver it or cause it fo be delivered to the
Registear within five days of its recelipt, and la defanit of such delivery Is (lable o a peaalty mot exceediog £2.

Entered at No....... e , in Register of Deaths, District Of .oe...veoeenenas Fessesecrarianierasaiasaannie.e Unilon of

...Date.
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TrANSMISSION OF DATA.

Four times during the year (January, April, July, and Oclober), each regisivay
is required to make true-copies of all the entries.of deaths registered during th:a
preceding quarter, such copies being made on the specjal forms furnished for this
purpose by the Registrar-General.

These copies are literal transcripts of the entries in the register,’ reproducing even
Lhe inaccuracies which occurred in the original entries: if no death has been registereq
during the quarterly period a nil return must be rendered. The above returns are
delivered to the superiniendent regisirar of the arca by a specnﬁed date, whereupOn
the superintendent registrar is required to examine such copies comparing them
_with the entries in the registers, certifying correct records as true copies (see p. 48).
ANl such true copies are then forwarded to the Registrar-General.

-To facilitate the searching of records, an index is maintained by the Registrar-

General, who is authorised to supply certified copies of entiries to members of ‘the
. public on payment of the prescribed fees.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION RELATING TO MORTALITY 1¥ IRELAND.

Annual Reports of the Registrar-General in Ireland.

 The first volume relates to the year -1864.

Each volume contains a review of the mortality experience for the year under
review, both for the country as a whole and for each of the principal administrative
areas therein. The tabular information is as follows:

1864-74. ‘Total deaths registered in each’of the four quarters of the year, with
distinction of sex, tabulated for:

(a) I1eland,
(b) Eight adiministrative divisions;
(¢) -Each superintendent registrar’s district. :
- The area ‘and populatlon of each of these areas [(a), (b), (@) are presented also.

 Total deaths registered in each of the four quarters of the year, with_distinc-
tion of sex, for: - '

(a) Ireland;.
(b) Each of the four provinces;
(c) -Each county.
Area and population .of each area are also given.-

Total deaths in each of the elght administrative divisions and in each superinten-
dent regxstrars district, tabulated by sex, and aae, the age-groups being:.

- (@) Each year of llfe 0-5 years;
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(b) At quinquennial age periods to 25 years;
(c) Thereafter at decennial age periods to 95 years and over.

This information is also tabulaled for each of the four provinces, and for each
county- .
Total deaths according lo cause of death, the nomenclature adopted being that
of Dr. Farr used in England and Wales, and comprising five principal groups, 26 sub-
divisions or “ orders”, and 114 separate causes of dealh.

This information is tabulated for:

(a) Ireland, by age, sex and cause;’
(b) For cach of the eight divisions, by sex and cause only.

A supplementary table of causes of death by age and sex is also given, in exten-
sion of the first table of 114 causes, since the lalter includes groups of diseases. By
means of the supplementary tables, correction can be made for such diseases as
mumps, rickels, etc. This is tabulaled by age, sex, and causes for Ireland only.

Annual rate of mortality from all causes, and total death (absolute numbers) from
cerlain ‘specified causes, tabulated for:

(a) Ireland;

(b) Each of the eight Divisions of the country;
(¢) Each superintendent registrar's district;

(d) Each of the four provinces;

(¢) Each registration counly.*

An appendix provides a comprehensive analysis of the course of mortality during
the year and observations on lhe assigned causes of death.

1875-80. In the report of 1875, and in subsequent reports, the introductory A
summary contained the following additional information: -

(a) The number of deaths and their propbrt'ion to the population; mortality
rates in divisions, provinces and counties; deaths in each of the four quarters of .
the year, annually for a series of years;

(b) Total deaths ascribed to (1) zymotic diseases, (2) consmutxonal dlseases,
(3) local diseases, (4) developmental diseases, () violence. These data give the
annual averages for a series of years for Ireland and for each of the eight
administrative divisions of the country.

The main tabular information contamed in the reports of 1875 and after followed
ths plan originally introduced in the first report for 1864.

- 4881-1901." In the .introduclory summary the commentay on causes of death
(see (b) above), comprised the following groups of causes of death:
_ L. Febrile or zymotic diseases;
! See footnote, p. 42.
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2. Parasitic diseases;
Dietetic diseases;
Constitutional diseases;
. Developmental diseases;
Local diseases;
Violence,

- R )

. 1883. An additional fealure was introduced in this year, namely, the presenia-
tion c?f data relating to deaths from certain zymotic and other specified causes in the
registrars’ districts in which the principal urban sanilary districts (population 10,000 -

or over) were situated, showing, further, the circumstances as 1o residence at time of
death. ' ’

1902. Commencing with this year, the classification of causes of death was made
according to the official nomenclature of diseases (1896), adopted, with slight modi-
fications, after -consultation with the Registrars-General of England and Wales and
Scotland. The iniroductory summary examined the causes of death under:

Al causes;
General diseases;
Local diseases; e

Ill-defined and not specified diseases;
. Violence. '

o oo

Other new features in the summary included:

(2) An analysis of deaths from cancer, by sex, age and sile;

(b) Deaths due to poison, by sex, age, nature of poison and'whether death
was the result of accident or suicide. These features continued to appear_in
subsequent annual-reports. :

1903. The introductory summary contained an examination of the deaths of

Irish women caused by, or associated with, pregnancy. This feature was continued
in subsequent annual reports.

1904. The introductory summary included, an analysis of deaths due to tube‘r—
culosis, this feature being ctontinued in subsequent annual reports,

« ¥

14906. To the intx:oducti)ry summary was added, and continued in'subsequent
_annual reports, an analysis of infant mortality in Ireland.

1908. Deaths due to cerebro-spinal fever and occupational mortality were d'is—
cussed in the introductory summary. The examination of occupational mortality
was continued in subsequent annual reports.

1910. Commencing with this year, causes of death were classified accordi‘ng to,
the * International List of Causes of Death ”.
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The Registrar-General's Weelkly Relurn of Births and Deaths.

First published in 1864. A descriplion of this publication and of the various
changes which have been introduced from fime to time is presenled on p. 33 of

the present volume. Up to 1921, the principal contents of this Relurn relating to
Mortality were as follows:

" 1. Total deaths and death rate per thousand persons, in each of the following
areas:
(a). Nineteen lown districis; :
(b) Dublin Registralion Area and ils component paris;
(c) For each of a number of urban districts;
(d) For London, Edinburgh, Glasgow.

The informalion is labulated for the above divisions to indicate the number of
deaihs:
1. Of children under one year of age;
2. Of persons aged 65 years and over;
3. By causes, e.g., enleric, typhus, smallpox, measles, scarlet fever,
whooping-cough, diphtheria, dysentery, influenza, tuberculosis (pulmonary;

other forms), cancer, diseases of the respiratory system {e.g., pneumonia,
other), diarrhcea and enteritis; under two years; two years and over; violence.

4. Inquest cases; number of deaths in public institutions; number of uncerti-
fied deaths.

2. Total deaths during the week in the Dublin registration area, tabulated by
_cause of death and age, the age-groups keing: - -

0-1 month ) 5-10 years  25-35 years

1 month and under 1 year 10-15 ,, 35-45 ,,

1-2 years 15-20 ,, 4555 ,,

25 ., - 20-25 ,, 53-65, elc., to 75 years.

3, Total deaths during the week in the Dublin registration area and in each
registrar’s district in that area, and furthcr indicating:

s

1. Mortality rate, “ all causes ”;
2. Mortality rate, “ certain epidemic discases ”;
3. Total deaths at ages 0-1, 1-2, 2-5, 5-15, 12-25, 25-45, 45-65, 65 and over;
4. Total deaths by certain' causes (see 1 (3) above);
5. Inquest cases, ctc. (see'l (4) above)

4. Total weekly deaths and death rates tabulated for five rrenelal occupahonal

groups, and eighteen subdivisions of Lhesc groups, by age and cause (see 1 (3) and
1 (4) above).
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Quarterly Summary of the Weekly Returns of Births and Deaths.

A summary of the weekly returns was first published at the end of
_ quarter of 1864. It was embodied in the twenty-sixth weekly return, contained. infg
mation for the preceding twenty-six weeks, and consisted of text only, describinb
births, deaths, deaths from different causes and at various ages-in the city of Dubljy -
In later years, the text was eéxtended towrefer 1o diseases more particularly, especial]if
epidemic diseases and tuberculosis, and to the mortality in different districts.

The summary for the second quarter of 1865 embraced the Dublin Registration
District. . That for the third quarter of 1865 was the first to appear as a separale
publication. '

In 1875, the summaries embraced the eight principal towns, and the first table
was introduced; this table was a summary of that showing births, deaths, and deaths
from various causes in each of the eight towns (subsequently, in 1876, numbered
.. Table V in the weekly return). o i '

’ Summaries of other tables were added later, as follows:

In 1876, third quarter, Dublin Registration District by regisirars’ aisl.ricts,,

~ Table III in weekly return. _

In 1880, second quarler, Dublin Registration District by occupations, Table

VIII in weekly return. '

In 1885, cases of disease in hospitals, Table I in weekly return.

“In 1892, Belfast and Cork, by registrars’ districts,« Table VIII in weekly
" return.

the secongd

In addition, occasional tables were inserted at times of unusual epidemics, such
as in 1901, the cerebro-spinal meningitis epidemic in Dublin, and in 1907, the cerebro-
“spinal meningitis epidemic in Belfast. In. 1901; the number of burials of still-births
in the Dublin cemeteries was published. )

l~ L . Yearly Summaries of the Weekly Returns.

In the fifty-second weekly return of 1864 a summary, consisting chiefly of text,
was published, giving information relating to births and deaths in the city of Dublin
during the preceding fifty-two weeks. It described births, deaths in institutions, from
different causes, with prominent reference to zymotic diseases, and at different ages,
‘and also contained two tables — one showing deaths from difféerent causes, bY
guarters, ‘and the other deaths at various ages, by quarters. .
‘ In 1865, the summary embraced the Dublin Registration District, and was embodied
in the fourth quarterly sammary. A column was added for the previous year; in each
subsequent-year a further column was added, lill the figures for ten years were
presenied for comparison. C ’

- The yearly summary was-issued as a. separate publicalion in 1867.

. In 1875, the summary included .the eight towns, and thereafter was expanded
simultaneously with the quarterly summary till 1901, when it contained eight tables,
and when a summary of notifications of infectious diseases was further added.
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The Registrar-General's Quarlerly Relurn of Marriages, Births and Deaths.

The quarterly return furnishes particulars of marriages, births and deaths registered
in the entire country.

The first number was published in 1864, and related to ihe first quarter of that
year. It confained, in text, a description of the divisions (geographical) of the
country, with a Dbrief summary of population, births and deaths, and an exlensive
transcription of registrars’ noles describing the notable sanitary features of a number
of districts ; and, in tabular form, abstracts of area, population, densily of population,
and number of births and deaths registered in cach division and superintendent
registrar’s district. ]

The number of marriages registered appeared in the second number, and relaied
lo the previous quarter. Thereafter the marriages registered in the country were
published each quarter, but always related to the quarter previous to that for which
the remainder on the return was published. Meleorology was also introduced in the
second number, the weather each month being described in detail.

In No. 4, the absiracts showed the number of births and deaths registered during
each quarter of the year, and also gave a summary for the year. In this number, also,
emigration was first introduced, the number of emigrants during the year being shown.

In 1865, the text was extended to describe marriages in further detail, by religions,
€tc., and births and dealhs by districls, and lo include sections relating to the prices
of provisions, pauperism, and the health of the people. Notes on topography were
also added,

In 1873, the abstracts were extended to include each registrar’s district, and the
particulars presented were also amplified to show deaths under one year, at 60 years
and over, deaths from the different zymotic diseases, inquest cases, and deaths in institu-
tions. A table of the estimated population of Ireland from 1801 was also inserted.

A table showing for each urban sanitary district in the country particulars of
births and deaths similar to those shown in the absiracts was commenced in 1881.

In 1882, the regisiration divisions of the country were abandoned and p10vmces
and counties: proper substituled in the abstracts. In the same year the abstracts
included a section dealing with vaccinations. (In 1906, this section was reduced to
a single column showing the number of successful primary vaccinations registered;
but from 1907 to 1920 a supplement to the quarterly return devoted to vaccinations
was published each year.)

In 1884, a column for deaths from violence was added to the abstracts, and in
1905 columns for deaths from tuberculosis and cancer were inserled.

A table of notifications of infectious diseases in rural districts and urban districts
appeared in 1921, and concurrently thh this a summary of the weekly return table of
similar notifications was presented..

. Registrars’ dlsmcts were disconlinued {rom the abstracts in 1921.-
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Tae DecenyiaL SUPPLEMENTS.

In’ each of the Irish census reports for 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871 there appeareq
in addition to the actual results of the census, special summaries relating to the births’
marriages and deaths during the preceding ten years. But the information containe(i
in these surveys was necessarily imPerfect, since the compilation of such records was
in the absence of any uniform registration sysiem prior to 1864, mainly dependenz
upon the memories of the persons responsible for the supply of the data. For example
the tables of births so compiled, and claiming to show the numbers of each sex bon;
in each year of the decade, were constructed by adding the numbers alive at the daje
of census, at every year of age for the last ten years, to the numbers whose ages at
death showed them to have been born in the same year; while the {ables of deaths were
-compiled from. the returns required from every head of a family (and from hospitals,
asylums, etc.) showing all deaths which had occurred in the family or institution in
the last ten years. It is obvious that these records, dependent upon the voluntary
information supplied by various people, and derivable from the recollections of persons
as to the occurrence of such events during the previous decades, can in no way be
considered dependable, since, apart from the question of memory, they could take no
account of the number of families ' who had disappeared from a neighbourhood, some
by emigration, others by death. _

' With the establishment of a sysiem of compulsory civil registration, however,
dependable.decennial summaries were rendered possible, though the first publication in
" the new series of decennial supplemenis wag not made until after the census of 1881,
since, at the time of the 1871 census, registration records for a complete decade were
not available. Four volumes, covering the decades 1871-80, 1881-90, 1891-1900, and
1901-10 have been published by the Registrar-General in Ireland, these reporis con-

. taining the following information.

Decennial Supplements 1871-90.

Estimated population for each of the years 1801-90; the number of births, marriages
and deaths registered; the number of emigrants returned by census enumerators; birth,
marriage, death, and emigration rates per thousand estimated population.

Marriages, births and deaths registered in each registration province and county

- during the decade, average annual rates per thousand population, number of birﬂls

per miarriage and proportion of total births which were illegitimate.

Births. Number and proportion io the population.
Annual average birth rate in -each of the registration divisions and provinces.

~ Annual percentage of illegitimate births to total births in each of the eight
vegistration divisions, ' :

.

Number of births regisiered in each quarter of the decade with average quarterlb'
numbers for that period, and annual rates per thousand mean population.
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Rates of births to marriages, number of illegitimalé births, proportion of illegitimate
births in every hundred births, and annual average birth rates for superinlendent
registrars’ districts and towns having a population of 10,000 or over.

Deaths. Number and proporlion to the population. Number of deaths registered
during each quarter of the decade, average quarlerly numbers for that period, and’
annual death rates per thousand of the mean population. i

Distribution of mortalily by province, divisions and registration counties.

Total deaths and average annual death rates in the decade classified by sixteen

causes in superintendent registrars’ disiricls and towns having a population of 10,000
or over,

A summary of deaths during the decade ascribed to the principal zymotic diseases,

e.g. :
Smallpox,

Measles,

Scarlalina,

Diphtheria,

Whooping-cough,

Alcoholism, )
Fevers (typhus, enteric, simple and ill-defined),
Erysipelas,

Puerperal fever,

Influenza,

Bowel affections,

Other miasmatic diseases.

Number of deaths due to principal zymotic di_seaseé registered during each of the
ten years, total number for that period, and average annual mortality rates, tabulated
for each of the eight registration divisions.

The mortality due to the undermentioned causes during the decade is also dis-
cussed ! '
Dropsy,
Cancer,
Diseases of the nervous system,
Diseases of the circulatory system, .
Diseases of the respiratory system, and influence of weather upon these
diseases, )
Diseases of the digestive organs,
Diseases of the urinary organs,
. Diseases of ‘the reproductive organs,
Diseases of the organs of locomotion,
Diseases of the integumentary system,
Developmental diseases,
Deaths due to violence.
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Average annual number of deaths in Ireland by sex at each of twelve age-
per 10,000 living at the same ages.

Registration, food prices, and weather conditions are dlscussed

Estimated population annually for a series of years.

* Ages of the. population for a series of census years (not in the first decennia}
supplement)

Periods

The special tables contained in the supplement provide the following information -
" Marriages, births and deaths registered in Ireland in the decade, births by sex anq
legitimacy, deaths by sex, and excess of births over deaths, tabulated for
~ (a) Ireland; '
(b) Each of the eight registration divisions;
{c) Each province;
(d) Each county;
(¢) Each superintendent registrar’s district.
Births and deaths registered in each of the ten years, tabulated by sex, for
() Ireland;
(b) Each province;
(¢) Each registration county.
Deaths at different ages registered in the ten years, tabulated by sex, for

(@) Ireland;
(b) Provinces;
{(c) Registration counties.

The age-periods are as follows:
(a) Each year of life to 5 years;
(b) At five-yearly age-periods 5-25 years;
(c) At ten-yearly age-periods 25-95 years.
Gauses of death at different periods of life (see above), tabulated for each sex, and
the following classification of causes of death:
(@) 5 main classes; .
(b) 25 subdivisions or “ orders ”
(c) 114 separate causes.
This information is again presented, with distinction of sex, but not by ages, for
() Ireland;
- (b) Each of the eight registration d1v1s10ns
Average annual death rate per thousand persons, and deaths from sixteen specified’
causes, tabulated for
(2) Treland;
(by Each of the eight registration divisions;
(¢) Each superintendent registrar’s district;
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- (d) Each province;
(e) Each county.

" All subsequent deccnnial supplements followed closely ihe plan of presentation
and information provided in thé¢ first of these summaries (1871-80), the principal”
changes introduced from time ‘to time being as follows ;

Decennial Supplement 1891-1900.

{6) Deaths from sixleen specified causes were further tabulated to show the circum- ‘
stances as to residence at the lime of death.

(b) Diagrams showing the morlality rales of enteric fever, diphtheria, and pneu-
monia“in Ireland, England and Scotland respectively, in each of the thirly years
1871-1900, and for influenza 1889-1900. -

Decennial Supplement 1901-10.

The diagrams introduced in the previous supplement were omitted, bul causes of
death were more minutely analysed in the introductory survey of this issue.

Irish Census Reports.

In the Irish census reports for 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871 will be found the results
of the special enquiries relating fo mortality in each of the ten years preceding the
census year, and entitled “ Reports and Tables on Deaths-”.” The data were collected
by means of returns compiled by the head of each household at the time of census
enumeration, and contained particulars of all deaths which had occurred in the family
during the last ten years. Similar returns were compiled by hospitals, asylums, etc.
Such returns could not be complete, for, apart from the fact that the information was,
in the absence of a. uniform regisiration system prior to 1864, dependent upon the
recollections of individuals as to the date and circumstances (e.g., cause of death, e,tc;)'
of such events in their families during the decade, they lacked information of families
which had entively disappeared in the interim. However, the dala have been analysed,
and the results appear in the census reports quoted above, providing the following
informalion : - ’

1. ‘Egpeclation of life for each sex at each year of life calculated for
1. (a) urban districts; (b) rural districts; (c) city of Dublin.
2. Mortality tables for : (a) Ireland, (b) urban districts, (¢) rural districts, for
each sex, at five-yearly age-periods 0-25 and ten-yearly age-periods 25-05 years;
3. A comprehensive analysis of the mortality data. -
- 1L For the city of Dublin : . . ,
1. Number of deaths by age and sex, locality,r average age at death;
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2. Number of deaths, by locality, sex, and cause of death;
- 3. Number of deaths by sex, occupation, and cause of death;
4. Number of deaths by sex, occupation and age;
5. Number of weekly burials, classified by age and sex, and meteorologicy)
tables for the same periods.
1. For each province and for various counties or iowns in each province.
1. Number of deaths each year, by sex, and cause of. death;

. Number of deaths during the decade, by age, sex and cause of death (each

month of life to one year ; each year of life to five years; at five-yearly age-periods
; -90 years).

" 8. A general summary of (2) for urban and rural districts in the area.

IV. 4 general summary for Ireland, indicaling number of ‘deaths by sex and cause
of death, for each year during the decade.

V. Supplemeniary lables for each province :

1. Of deaths upon which inquests were held, indicaling :

(a) Number of deaths in each county, by sei:,_ and cause of death for
the decade;

(b) Number of deaths by sex and cause of death for each year in the
decade;

(¢) Number'of deaths by sex and cause of death in each month of the
year;

2. A summary of (1) for the whole of Ireland. .
V1. Tables giving the number of deaths occurring in
L. Infirmaries;

‘General hospitals;
Fever hospitals;

oo

. Lunatic asylums;
. Lying-in hospitals,

tabulated by sex and cause of death for each county. (In the case of lunatic asylums,
_ deaths are tabulated by age, in addition to sex and cause.)

0‘

*VII. A general summary of deaths in hospztals and institutions in Ireland tabulated
by age, sex and cause.
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9. INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

GENERAL.

The various sanitary measures which were placed upon the Statate Book at various
dates in the latter half of the nineteenth cenlury contained important provisions relating
to the control of outbreaks of .contagious, infectious, or epidemic diseases:® bui the
collection of dala relating ‘to such diseases (other than the statistics of deaths) began
only after the introduction of compulsory notification of cerlain specified diseases unzler
the provisions of the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act 1889. This Act was “ adop-
tive ”, in that it left entirely to Lhe oplion of each urban and rural sanitary authority
whether they would apply the enactment to their particular areas. T

-~ By 1895, only nine sanitary authorities® (five urban, four rural), representing an
aggregate population of 651,478, had adopted this measure?, which made the following -
diseases compulsorily notifiable: o

Smallpox,

Cholera,

Diphtheria,

Membranous croup,

Relapsing fever,

Scarlet fever,

Scarlatina,

Typhus,

Typhoid fever,

Puerperal fever. '

Each local authority was empowered to apply the provisions of the Act to any

other infectious disease not mentioned in the original list, When this was done, the
order could be permanent or temporary; if adopted as a temporary measure; the
period of its enforcement bad to be specified. ’

RESPONSIBILITY FOR NOTIFICATION.

The regulations governing ‘the notification of infectious diseases provide that, '
where an inmate of any building used for human habitation is sulfering from an
infeclious disease, then unless the building is a hospital for the treatment of persons

! 4
—_——
101, -“ The Sanitary Act 1886 ", Sections 22-24, 88-39, étc.; “ The Public Health {Ireland) Act 1874 ", Sections 50,
-80; “The Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878 ", Sections 137-156, etc.
#These were: ; -
Urban: Belfast, Clonmel, Cork, Dublin, Luiglan: . N
Rural; Ballinasloe, Clonmel, Dungarvan, Lismore. X
1 lal: By March 3ist,. 1919, the provisions of the Act had been adopted in 162 rural and 92 urban districts in
reland, .
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_ suffering from an infectious disease, the following persons become responsible in
3

the order mentioned, for the notification of the case to the medical officer of health
in the area: . :

(a) The head of the family to which the patient belongs or, in his defaulf
{b) The nearest relatives of the patient, or, in default of such relatives,

(¢) Any person in charge of, or in attendance upon, the patient, or, in defauly
of any such person,

(d) The occupier of the building.

In addition, every medical practitioner attending such a palient must imme.
diately, on becoming aware that the patient is suffering from an infectious disease,
notify the medical officer of health of the-area of the case, stating the name of the
patient, where domiciled, and the name of the infectious disease from which he is
suffering. For each such certificate, medical practitioners receive from the local
sanitary authority a fee of two shillings and sixpence if the case occurs in the course
of private practice, and one shilling if the case occurs in the practice of a medical
" officer to any public body or institution.

“The above provisions relate not only to inmales of buildings, but are applicable
also to every ship, vessel, boat, tent, van, shed or similar structure used for human
habitation.

The form of certificate employed in reporting cases of infectious diseases is as
follows:

T ITICTITT TP feeeaiiines ) District. . * Here insert whether Urban

.............. ~......Dispensary District. or Rural

REPORT on the occurrence of a case of Infectious Disease in compliance with the requiirements
-of Article 15 (6) of the Local Government Board’s Sanitary Order of May 3rd, 1900.

: . 1 Steps taken
Date. Name of Patient. | Age. Address. | Nature of Infectious { Probable Source |, prevent the spread _
. . Disease. of Infection. of the Disease. °

IO

.‘ Under this headihg the Medical Officer of Health should be careful to state whether the
patient has been properly isolated or remoéved to hospital under the provisions of Section 14
of the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. . . )

-------- ieccereeerveeen......Medical Officer of Health-
....... feesumsieieengesnsseasine. .. (Postal Address).
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Pexavry For Fawmive 1o NoTiry,

Any person responsible under the regulations for the presentation of a nolice or
certificale, and failing fo do so, is liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceed-
ing forty shillings, subject lo the exception that, where a person is not required to
give notice in the [irst instance, but only in default of some other person, he will
not be liable to a penally provided he can salisfy the courl thal he had reasonable
cause {o suppose thal the notice has been duly given. - '

ExrosuRe or INrECTED PERsoxs or Thoings.

Any person responsible for the exposure or conveyance without proper precau- .

" tions of the body of any person who has died from a dangerous infectious disorder,

or who is suffering from such a disorder, and any person who “ wakes”* or per-

mits to be “ waked ” in any house, room, or place over which he has control the

body of any person who has died of any dangerous infectious disease, is liable to a

fine of five pounds. No person, while suffering from a dangerous infectious disease,
may enter any public conveyance under severe penalty.

DisinFecTION OF PREMISES,

Individuals are required to take proper precautions for the prevention of the
spread of infectious diseases, and every local sanitary authority may enforce the
cleansing and disinfection of premises, the disinfection or destruction of bedding,
“clothing and other articles which have been exposed to any dangerous infection, and -
provide compensation for the same. The sanitary authority may also provide for the
conveyance, of infected arlicles to places appointed for the disinfection of such articles
“fre¢ of charge. ’ '

Tae LETTING OF INFECTED PREMISES.

Any person® who knowingly lels a house, room or part of a house in which a
person, or persons suffering from a dangerous infectious discase had been lodged,
without having the premises and all articles liable lo retain infection disinfecled to
the satisfaction of a legally qualified medical practitioner (as testified by a certificate
signed by him), is liable to a ‘penalty not exceeding twenly pounds.

Any person leiting for hire any house or part of a house, and any person hiring
or negotiating for the hire of any house or part of a house, who on being questioned
as to the fact of there being, or within three months previously having been, a case_
of a dangerous infectious disease therein, knowingly makes a false answer to such
question, is liable 10 a fine not exceeding lwenty pounds, or imprisonment with
or without hard labour for a period not exceeding one month. ) o

—_— .
¥“ An all-night watch by the body of the dead before burial.* — Century Dictionary.
3 *For the purposes of this regulation, the keeper of a school or inn will be deemed to let for hire part of
a house to any person admitted as a guest to such school or inn.” A



TrRANSPORT OF INFECTED PERsoNs.

"~ Each local sanitary authority is required to provide a suitable vehicle or vehicleg
for the conveyance of persons suffering from an infectious disease to hospital or othe,
place of isolation. Such vehicles must be properly disinfected after use. Any persoy
suffering from an infectious disease, and lodged in a room occupied by other persong
not suffering from the disorder, may, on the order of a Justice of the Peace, be cory-
pulsorily removed from such premises to a hospital provided within the sanitary
district.

INFECTION IN SCHOOLS.

There is no precise regulation requiring the closing of schools during times of
epidemic disease, but Section 146 of the Public Health (Ireland) Act stipulated that:

* Any person who shall knowingly or negligently send a child to school who,
within the space of three months, has been suffering from any dangerous in-
{fectious disorder, or who has been resident in any house in which such danger-

" ous infectious disorder shall have existed, within the space of six weeks, without
a certificate from some duly qualified medical practitioner that such child is
free from disease and infection, -and unless his or her clothes have been properly
disinfected, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings. ”

. VACCINATION,

. Vaccination has been compulsory in Ireland since 1863, the most important provi-
sions relating to this question being contained in the Vaccination’ Acts of 1863, 1868
_and 1879. ‘As a large proportion: of the dispensary medical officers are also the regis-
trars of births and deaths in their respective areas, they are therefore aware of the
‘pumber of births registered, and the proportion of children remaining unvaccinated,
and .it is their duly to prepare quarterly returns of the names of the defaulters for
the local authority of the area. The Vaccination Amendment Act of 1879 requires
every child to be vaccinated before it is ihree months old, though the operation may
be postponed on the presentation of a medical certificate to the effect that the child is
_not in a fit state to be vaccinatéd. At the time of registration of the birth of a child,

the registrar hands to the parent or person having the custody of the child a notice
.in the following form:

, Notice of the Requirement of Vaccination.
‘To the father, or mother, or other person having the custody of the child herein named.

JUnion of......i.ooivinens Schedule C. Notice requiring child 0
NO. v.vursn. in the Register of Births, be vaccinated.
I, the undersigned, hereby give you nOfice, and require you to have...........oveer-c”” :

vacciated within three months after birth, pursuant to the provisions and direction of th¢
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Act of the 26th and 27th Victoria, cap 52, and 42nd and 43rd Victoria, cap 70.
As witness my hand, this...... day of the.. 19..

Slgnature ......................
Registrar of Births and Deaths for the.............. District.

There has not been, in IIreland, any material difficulty in enforeing compliance
with the vaccination laws, and it was rarely necessary lo summon defaulters.

TrANsMISSION OF DATA.

A weekly return of all cases of infeclious disease nolified during the week under
review was forwarded both to the Central llealth Authority and to the Registrar-
General in Dublin by the responsxble sanilary officer in cerlain urban areas. These
returns were rendered upon special forms provided for the purpose.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION. RELATING To IXFECTIOUS Diseases
IN IRELAND.

The Registrar-General’s Weekly Relurn of Births and Deaths.

This publication first appeared in 1864, but information relaling to infectious
diseases was not presénted before 1900, when the numbers of cases of infectious dis-
eases in the various registrars’ districts of the city of Dublin were recorded.

Information relating to olher areas was added from time to time, e.g., Belfast
in 1903, and Cork, Londonderry, Limerick, and Waterford in 1914.

The information available prior lo 1922 was as [ollows:

1. Number of cases of certain infectious diseases notified during the week,
and for each of the three preceding weeks, in the Dublin Regisiration Area,
urban distriets of Dublin, cities of Belfast®, Cork, Londonderry®, Limerick and
Waterford;

2. Number of cases of certain mfecuous diseases notified during the w eeL
tabulated for each of -the sanitary districts of Dublin;

. 3. Number of cases of enteric fever, typhus, smallpox, measles, scarlet fevel,
diphtheria and pneumonia treated in Dublin hospitals during the week, indicat-
ing, (¢) number admitted, (b) number discharged, (¢) died, (d) under treatment
for ecach disease.

%
——————— e

1The cities of Belfast and Londonderry were eliminated in 1022.



Part II.

THE IRISH FREE ‘STATE



A MAP OF IRELAND, SHOWING THE PROVINCES AND COUNTIES OF
ThE IRISH FREE STATE
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The Irish Free State (Saorstat Eireann)

1. INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

The following seclion, relaling to the Irish Free State, should be studied in con-
junction with Part I, which describes in detail official vital statistics and organisation
in Ireland prior to 1922. Neglect of this advice cannot fail to prove both unprofit-
able and misleading, since the present system is a continuation of that in use prior
to 1022.

AREA,

The area of Irish territory now known as “ The Irish Free State ” and of the
provinces comprising the Free State, according to the Census of 1926 are as follows:

ACRES

Province of Leinster. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 4,851,136

. Part of province of Ulster (counties of Cavan, Donegal and .
Monaghan). . . « - . i « o w e e e e 1,979,720
Province of Connaught. . . . . . . . . . . & . . . . . 4,230,822
Province of Munster. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,962,803 .
17,024,481 ¢

PoruvraTiON,

According to the census results of April 18th, 1926, the tolal population of thg
Irish Free State was stated to be as follows:: :

- PROVINCES MALES FEMALES “TOTAL

Munster ., . . . . - . 493,628 476,274 969,902

Connaught -+ . . .- . . . 284,453 268,454 552,907

Leinster. . . . - . . . . 578,900 575,192 1,149,092

Ulster (see above) . . . . 154,908 145,183 .. 300,001

Population of Free State, . 1,506,889 1,465,103 ~ 2,971,992
GOVERNMENT,

On the ralification of the Trealy of December 6th, 1921, .the I'rflsh Free S.t‘ate
became “ a co-equal member of the Community of Nations forming the British
Commonywealth of Nations ” (Article 1 of the Constitution). ‘These States were def
clared by the Imperial Conference 1926 to be equal in stalus, in no way subo'rdmii)te
one to another in any aspect of their domestic or exlernal affairs, though united by

———— s
© % Exclusive of the areas of the larger lakes, Ivers; and tideways. .

.
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a common allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as members of the Britig
Commonwealth of Nations.

The Constitution of the Irish Free Stale was enacted by an Act of Dail Eireany,
on October 25th, 1922, and became efiective on December 6th, 1922, the legislatiy,
authority being vested in the Oireachtas, -which consists of the King, a Chambe, of
Deputies (D4il Eireann) and a Senate (Seanad Eireann). The Governor-General g the

representative of the King, and is appoinied by His. Majesty on the advice of the
Executive Couhcil of the Irish Free State. -

The Chamber of Deputies (Ddil Eireann). The number of members of this
-chamber is regulated upon a population basis, and at present comprises 153 members

elected by male and female voters in the various constituencies aged 21 years ang
over.

The Senate (Seanad Eireann). To be eligible for election to the Senale, persons
must be aged 35 y‘ears or over, be eligible for election to the D4il, and be otherwise
qualified, in that they have rendered the nation honourable or valuable public ser-
vice. There are at present sixty Senators. The normal term of office is to extend
to twelve years. The executive authority of government is entrusted to a Council,
comprising a President and other Minisiers. Of these, the President is nominated by

v the Diil; other members of the Council are nominated by the President, such nomi-
nations requiring the approval of the Dédil. So we have:

(@) The Governor-General (see above) representing the Crown;
(b) An Executive Council of Ministers, viz.:

The President;

The Vice-President and Minister for Finance;
The Minister for External Affairs;

»s 2 ,, Defence;
s ” »» Justice; .
3 » »» Industry and Commerce;
v . ,, Education;
D 5 ,» Agriculture;
»» s Local Government and Public Health;
" ", Lands and Fisheries;

- . ,,‘Posts and Telegraphs.

LocaL GOVERNMENT.

The powers and duties of local bodies in connection with local govel‘l'lment
administration are under the supervision and direction of the Dei)artment Of_Local
Government and Public Health, But present-day organisation is the result of slo¥
development and of many changes from earlier times. Beyond remarking that the
existing authorities- concerned with local -administration are those of the county
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councils and the urban and rural authorities, it is nol our intention to attempt any
description of the details of local government affairs, but to confine our attention to
prief descriptions of the several areas, reminding the reader that the passing of the
Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898 introduced imporlant changes in territorial
boundaries for the purpose of facilitating local government, so that comparisons
with -earlier data relaling to particular areas should be made wilh the greatest caution.

The Townlands. These are the units of territory, the smallest areas referred to
in statistical publications, and the units from which all other larger divisions of
territory are built up.

The Baronies. These ancient Irish areas are composed of groups of fownlands,
The Counties. These larger territoriul divisions are composed of groups of
baronies. '

" The Provinces. Comprising groups of counties. i

In addition Lo the areas described above, the country is further divided for special
purposes into: .

1. District electoral divisions (formerly Poor Law areas);

2. Registrars’ districts, which embrace groups of district electoral divisions;

3. Superintendent registrars’ districts, generally co-extensive with the boun-
daries of the Poor Law Unions'; A

4. County electoral divisions, i.e., each comprising a number of district
electoral divisions; ' '

5. County districts, subdivided into urban and rural areas;

6. Parliamentary divisions;

7. Ecclesiastical dioceses.

For vital statistical purposes, the units of particular Smportance are the’ townland,
barony, county, province and the registration areas (e.g., 2 and 3 above), to which
reference hag already been made.’ ’

—————

! Eachi of these areas was not in all cases situated wholly in one county.

2 Data, are not always tabulated for each of these divisions separately; the varlous classifications are referred
to in the summarised contents of official publications, which appear in the following pages.

»
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2. PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

4 With the establishment of the Irish Free Slate in 1922, the powers forme
exercised under the various sanitary measures applicable to Ireland were eventy
transferred to the Minister for Local Government and Public Health, who became
responsible for the general adminisiration of all measures relating to public healih
throughcut the country. The new administration provided for a complete unificatio
and consolidation of all health services and vital statistics. From the point of view of
medical statistics, under the new organisation the office and activities of the General
Register Office, formerly an independent unit, came under the control of, and in direqt
liaison with, the central health authority of ihe couniry.

The Department of Local Government and Public Health as constituted by the
‘Ministers and Secretaries Act, 1924, comprises the administration and business generally
of public services in connection with local government, including matters relating to
public health, relief of the poor, care of the insane (including insane criminals), health

_insurance, registration of births, deaths and marriages, vital statistics, and all powers,
duties and functions in connection with the same: it includes, in particular, the
business, powers, duties and functions of the branches and officers of the public service

" gpecified in the third part of the schedule to the Act, viz.:

rly
ally

1. The Local Government Board for Ireland, including appeals under the Ol
Age Pensions Act;

2: The inspectors of lunatic asylums in Ireland;

. National Health Insurance Commission; _

. The Registrar-General.of births, deaths, and marriages in Ireland;
. Roads Depariment (formerly Ministry of Transport)j

6. General Nursing*Council and Ceniral Midwives Board, etc.

"U( [ <]

The Local Government Act 1925 brought about a fundamental change in the local
sanitary administration of rural areas, apart from County Dublin, by concentrating the
functions of the former rural.district councils as sanitary authorities in the hands of

_a single sanitary authority, viz., the Board of Health in each county. The effect of.
this change has been to replace 157 rural councils by 28 boards of health. Briefly, the
present health organisation of the Irish Free State comprises:

1. A central controlling authority;

. Seventy urban sanitary authorities; )

. Twenty-six boards. of health (exclusive of Dublin);

- Five Rural District Councils (Co. Dublin).

W W



8. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF, AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR, STATISTICS.

Under the provisions of the Adaptation of Enactments. (Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages) Order 1023, certain changes and amendments in the terms of former measures
relating to. the registration of births, deaths and marriages, necessary to the changed
conditions of government, were provided for. For all practical purposes, however,
these adaptations left unaffected the system controlling the registration of vital facts,
and the registration authorities continued their activities along lines similar to those
prevallmﬂ under the former system of administration, while the Registration Acts of
1868 and 1880 were adopled and became applicable throughout the Irish Free State.
Under the terms of the Ministers and Secrctaries Act 1924, the department of the
TRegistrar-General became a branch of the Dzpartment of Local Government and Public
Health, while, under the Stalistics Act 1926, the Minister of Industry and Commerce
became responsible for the sfatistics of population (i.e.; the census), A short oulline
of the statistical history of Ireland, together with a detailed description of the system
apphed lo the registration of births and deaths is presented in Part I, pp. 17-21 of
the present volume, to which the reader is referred, as repetition of these sections is
unnecessary.



4. THE POPULATION OF THE IRISH FREE STATE.

Tue Census,

Among the many changes introduced by the central authorities aflter the establish.
ment of the Irish Free State was the centralisation in 1923 of all economic statistics in
a statistical branch of the Department of Industry and Gommerce. Following this
reorganisation of service, the Acht Staitistiochta (Statistics Act 1926) was promulgated
on March 18th, 1926, and provided the Minister for Indusiry'and Commerce
with comprehensive and compulsory powers for the collection and compilation
of all classes of economic and other statistics, among which were included statistics of
the population of the country, Under the authority of this Act, the Statistics (Census
of Population) Order (Ant Ordi Staitistiochta, Mordireamh Nan Daoine), dated March
22nd, 1926, made by the Minister, provided for the enumeration of the population on
Sunday, April 18th, 1926, and specified in detail the nature of the information which
was to be obtained of each person during the operation, and the persons, or classes of
persons, by whom returns were to be made. The Order provided that the census
. enumerators throughout the country should be members of the Gdrda Siochdna (Civic
Guard), which body of men had suceeeded the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin
Metropolitan Police, who had at former censuses been responsible for these duties. The
system of organisation throughout was substantially the same as that which had been
followed on previous census occasions, for full particulars of which the reader is
referred to p. 25 of the present volume. Forms and instructions to householders and
othér responsible parties were printed for the first time in both Irish and English.

The family returns required the following particulars:

Name and christian namé;

. Relationship to head of household;
Age;

Sex;

‘Marriage or ‘ofphanhood ;

. Birthplace;

. Irish language;

. Religion;

. Personal occupation;

. Industfy;

. Unemployment;

Dependency;

. Fertility of marriage;

. Area of agricultural holdings.

Joad o
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This form required a signed declaration by both the head of the household and
the responsible enumerator for the area when the schedule had been correctly filled un

Completed returns were forwarded lo the siatistics branch of the Department gf
Industry and Commerce, where they were further examined and final tabulations and
calculalions made.

The preliminary report of the resulls of this census was published during August
1926. 1t is the intention of the authorities o publish the final resulls in volumes, each
of which will contain detailed information fop the couniry as a whole, on o;le or
more parlicular subjecls, and not, as formerly, by the issue of coun,ty volumes.:
Three of these volumes have already appeared; a summary of their contents and oi"
those of the Preliminary Report are given in the following pages.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING InForMATION
RELATING TO THE PoPuLATION OF THE IRISI FREE STATE.

Census of the Population of the Irish Free Slate 1926.

Preliminary Report. This small volume contains a summary-of the preliminary
results of the census, and in the first part of the text, examines and discusses the
following data:

1. Number of thousands of persons living in types of towns of specified
population groups, “ country districts of the Irish Free State ”, 1841-1926;
2. Percenlage changes by types of district (i.e., according to population
groups), 1841-61, 1861-1926, 1841-1926; :
3. Population of Ireland, the Irish Free Stale, and of Northern Ireland, at a
series of census years, with intercensal increases or decreases per cent, 1821-1926;
4. Comparisons of the rates of change in the population of different countries,
average annual increase or decrease per thousand population, and persons per
square mile in each; ' )
5. Average annual births, deaths and net emigration for each of the inter~
«censal periods 1871-1926;
. 6. Number of persons, natives of European countries, living overseas,
expressed. as percentages of the population of their mother countries; »
7. Number- of females per thousand males in Ireland, the Irish Free State,
Northern Ireland and: in each Province, 1821-1926; ' '
8. Male and female populations, and the number of females per thousand
males,-in different types of localities in the Irish Free State, 1926;
. 9. Changes in provincial populalions in the Irish Free Siate, 1821-1926;
“ 10. Rates of change of population, and ratés of net emigration, in the pro-
vinces and ‘counties of the Irish Free State, 1901-11, 1911-26;
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11. Percentage changes in the population of tlie county boroughs ang urh
districts in the Irish Free State, 1911-26. an

The tabular matter in this volume provides the following information:

1. Total population of the Irish Free State and the provinces therein af each
census period 1821-1926, tabulated by sex, giving proportion of females per thousang
males;- .

2. Total population at each census period since 1841 in the Irish Free Stale
tabulated by county and town populations in each type of district in each provincé
(that is, by population groups); :

3. Total population in 1911 and 1926 in the Irish Free Stale, in euch province
and in urban and rural districts, tabulated by sex, with actual and percentage
increase or decrease of population in each;

4. Total population at each census period since 1841 of cities and towns
which had a population of over 1,500 in 1926

" VOLUME I. -— Population, area and valuation of each districl electoral division
and each larger unit of area. :
T 1. Population of Irish Free State provinces and counties al each Census from
1821 to 1926. .

‘2. Births, marriages and deaths during each intercensal period from 1871 to
1926 for the Irish Free State and provinces. Actual figures and rafes.

3. Births, marriages and deaths during the latest inlercensal period for
superintendent  regiStrar’s districts. Actual numbers and rates.

‘4. Population in 1926 of each town of 200 inhabitants and over.

5. Population in 1911 and 1926 (male and female), area and valuation of
the following units of area: — Oireachtas constituencies; county and borough
electoral areas; boroughs, urban districts and other towns possessing loca!

. government; rural districls; dispensary, registrar’s and superintendent registrar’s
districts; district electoral divisions and towns (down to the smallest cluster of
. 20 houses-or more).

VOLUME I1. — Occupations .of males and females in each province, county,
county borough, urban and rural district.

' Figures are given in full detail for the Irish Free State and for each province,
county and county borough. Broader classifications are used for smaller areas.
detailed classification of farming occupations (by size of farms) is given for rural

distriets. . R . ' :

VOLUME. III. — Part. I. — Religions. .

1. Males and Females in each religion in the Irish Free State, provinces and
counties at each GCensus 1861 to. 1926. Intercensal -percentage changes and
proportionate distributions. ' .

i 2. Populatiop by religions in rural and town areas in the Irish Fre& State
and provinces. Intercensal percentage changes 1911-1926 and prole‘ti‘)nate
distribution in 1920.. '
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3. Conlrasl between types of towns,
4. Number of persons of each religion in each city and town of 1,500 popula-
tion and over in 1926.
5. Number ol persons of each religion in each Dail conslituency, urban and
rural districts and distirict electoral division in 1926.
6. Ages of persons of each religion in Lhc Irish Free State and counties in
1926
7. Occupalions of persons of each religion in the Irish Free State. County
and provincial ligures for farming occupations (by size of farms).
Part 1I. — Birthplaces. '
) 1. Detailed birthplaces of males and females and lolal persons residing in
the Irish Free State in 1926.
2. Birthplaces of the population of Irish Free State provmces and. counlies
at each Census from 1841 to 1926.
3. Birthplaces of persons by types of towns, towns of 1,500 population or

more, urban and rural districts in 1920.
4. Birthplaces fable indicaling migration within Irish Free State of males

~and females born in each county.

5. Ages of males and females by birthplaces in the Irish Free State provmces
and counlies and in town and rural areas in each province.

6. Occupations of males and females by birthplaces in the Irish Free State.
County and provincial figures for farmers (by size of farms),

) The Publications of the Regi;trar—General.
The reader is referred to pp. 33, 34 of the present volume for-the earlier history
and former contents of these publications. With the eslablishment of the Irish Free
State the *followmv changes were introduced: .

Annual Reporis of the Registrar-General.
The following information is given relating io the Irish Free State:
* 1. Estimated population at the middle of the year;
2. Estimaied populalion at the middle of each year for a series of years, with

distinction of sex;
3. Population according to the resulis.of the last census, tabulated for each

province, county, and county borough in the Irish Free Stale;
4. The population of the Irish Free State at each of a series of censuses,

tabulated by sex; further by sex, and at qumquenmal age-periods, according to
the resulis. of the 1911 census.

The Registrar-General's Weekly Return of Births and Dealhs.

From 1922, the weekly return related to twelve principal towns in the Irish Free
Slate, seven of the towns formelly dealt with in 1t being included in Northern
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Ireland. The number of towns was further reduced in 1927 to elev en, owing o ¢}
fact that the population of one of them (Clonmel) fell to below 10,000. For comparatj .
purposes, particulars of the cities of Belfasl and Londonderry are shown. - ve

The Registrar-General's Quarterly Summary of Weekly Returns.

In 1922, the quarterly summary was embodied in the quarterly return (see below)
. and related only to the Irish Free State.

The Registrar-General's Yearly Summary of the Weekly Returns.

- In 1922, the yearly summary was embodied in the fourth quarterly return for
that year, but remaining a distinct entity and relating only to the Irish Frée State,
The table showing particulars for the urban districts, formerl;,r appearing in the
quarterly return, was placed in the yearly summary.

The Regzstrar—General's Quarterly Return of Marriages, Births and Deaths.

In 1922, the quarterly return related only to the Irish Free State, the quarterly
summaries of the weekly returns being amalgamated with this return.
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5.- VITAL REGISTBATION IN THE IRISH FREE STATE.

GENERAL,

Upon the establishment of the Irish Free Stale, legislative measures were intro~
duced to provide for the adoption of the Registration Acis of 1863 and 1880, and for
the continuance of the functions and powers of the department of the Registrar-
General, and of the whole system which had been established for registration services
since the introduction of compulsory civil registration in 1884. For all practical
purposes, the present system is identical with that which functioned prior to 1922,
For details of the system, procedure, regulations and official schedules employed, the
reader is referred to pp. 35-41 of the present volume. '

OrricIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION RELATING T0 Biates AND DEATHS
iy THE IRisE FRer STATE.

The Annual Reporls of the Registrar-General.

In 1922, there was some slight change in the title of the annual report, which
for the future became known as the “ Detailed Annual Report of. the Registrar-General
for Saorstdt Eireann ” (i.e., the Irish Free State). The contents of the volume
followed the plan adopted in issues prior to 1922, but in general was restricted to
the supply of information relating to the Irish Free State. - :

1923. Until this year, births and deaths were referred to-areas in ‘which birth

. or death occurred; that is, to the localities in which they were registered, no correc- ..
tion being made for births or deaths occurring in hospitals, institutions, etc. In 1923
commenced the practice of allocating births and deaths occurring in institutions and
elsewhere to the areas of normal residence of the mother or deceased person respec-
tively. ‘ i

Additional information provides particulars of deaths by causes for each county
and county borough in the Irish Free Stale, tabulated by sex, age and place of occur-
rence, .

The Registrar-General’s Weekly Return of Births and Deaths.

- In 1922, by the establishment of Northern Ireland, which contained seven of the
principal towns, the weekly return related to only twelve of the towns in the Irish
Free State. For comparative purposes, particulars of Belfast and Londonderry were
shown. : o

The Registrar-General's Quarterly Summary of the Weekly
' Returns of Births and Deaths.

. In 1922, the quarterly summary was assimilated with the quarterly return, axlld
relgted only to the Irish Free State; the occupation mortality table for Dublin Re_gwﬂ
tration Area was discontinued.
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The Registrar-General's Yearly Summaries of the Weekly
Returns of Births and Deaths. '

In 1922 the yearly summary was embodied in the fourth quarterly return of that
year, but remained a distinct entity; it related only to the Irish Free State. The table
showing particulars for the urban districts of the whole country, formerly appeqp.
ing in the quarterly return, was now placed with the yearly summary, and the par-
ticulars relating to the twelve towns which already appeared therein were not noy
shown in a separate table. The occupation table was discontinued. -

The Registrar-General’s Quarterly Relurn of Marriages, Births and Deaths.

In 1922, the quarterly return was confined o presenting information relating to
-thé Irish Free State. The quarterly summaries of the weekly retucns were amal-
gamated with the return (see description of the quarterly summary). In the fourth
quarterly return of the same year, ihe yearly summary of the weekly returns was
also embodied, but as a distinct section; the annual urban table was transferred to

this section (see description of yearly summary). Reference to emigration was dis-
continued.
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6. INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

GENERAL,

Section 17 of the Local Government Act 1925 provided that the undermentioned
measures should be effective throughout the Irish Free State from and after the pass:
ing of the Act:

1. Infeclious Diseases (Notification) Act 1889;

2. Infeclious Disease (Prevention) Act 1890;

3. Public'Heallh Acts Amendment Act 1890, Part Iil;

4. Public Health Acts Amendment Act 1907, Parts IV and \'H
5. Tuberculosis Prevention (Ireland) Act 1908, Part L.

The procedure followed in the notification of infectious diseases has been described
in some detail in pp. 65-69 of the present volume. : :

TrAxsMission. oF Data v Tae Imism FReg STATE.

Weekly returns of all notifications of infectious disease are forwarded to the
Deparfment of Local Governmen! and Public Health, the following schedules being
provided by that service:

..... et eeeamtreansnanesnesnnenaecrreesssnenss. District (here insert whether urban or rural).
................................................ Dispensary District.

Report on the occurrence of a case of infectious disease in compliance‘ with the reqixirements
of Article 15 (6) of the Local Government Board's Sanitary Order of May 3rd, 1900.

¢

Nature of infectious Probabie source Steps taken to prevent the

Name
Date. Age, | Address. disease. of tnfection. spread of the diseases - -

of patient

3Under this heading the Medical Officer of Health should be careful tq state' x_vhether'
the patient has been properly isolated or removed to hospital under the provisions of.
Section 141 of the Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878, .

R LR TN “seredveaen s mavwe

(Postal .Address}

...............
...................
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SAORSTAT EIREANN

SPECIAL REPORT OF CASE OF TYPHUS FEVER

vae

e District

Name and Address of Patient,

Sex Age.

Whether removed to hospital .

© Other preventive measures, including disposal
-of infected bedding and clothing.

-Sanitary condition of house.

‘Number of rooms in house.,

'Number of inmates of house .

Verminous condition of inmates.

Catile housed in dwelling ,

Any recent history of
" (a) Contact with previous case.
(b) Deaths from influenzs, preumonia or 111-
defined fever .
(c) Attendance at wake, .
(d) Purchase of second-hand clothmg

Any further observations.

(Signed)

......
..........................

Medical Ofﬁcer of Health

. 'I"he Department of Local Government and Public Health,

Custom House,
. DUBLIN.

---------

.....................
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SAORSTAT EIREANN

REPORT OF CASE OF SMALLPOX

heereeiiiaees . District
Name and Address of Patfent. Sex. | Age. Tﬁﬁeﬁaﬁﬁ Date of first

. att
of rash. endance,

Whether removed to hospital; if. so, name.

Oiher preventive measures . . . . . .

Contacts:
(a) Number . .. .
(b) Whether protected by recent vaccmatmn
(¢) Arrangements of control. . . . . . .

Character and condition of home.

Occupation and workplace of patient.

Probable source of infection .

Recent movements of patient. . . . . .

Type of disease . . . . . . . . . . .

Discrete. Conﬂuént, Hemorrhagic *.

Evidence of vaccination, number of marks, if
any . . . . . . . .o

Any further observations, . . . .

*Delete as necessary.

(Signed)....... i e e ,

Medical Officer of Health.

Date..ccoeereineenaess FESETREERS .
To' the DePartment of Local Government and Public Health, '

Custom House, -
DusLin.
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SAORSTAT EIREANN
(Irish Free State).

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PuBLIC HEALTH.

RETURN OF CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE REPORTED DURING

WEEK ENDED THE......c..cc0u.. wareecarasunrons 19..... .
1]
District, |  Cerebro-spinal Typhus fever. Enteric fever. | Diphtherfa.| Scarlatina. Other
~ meningitis.

diseasges,

Departrent of Local Government and Public Health.
DusLiN.

Weekly returns of cases of infectious disease occurring in towns referred to in the
weekly return are also forwarded to the Registrar-General, the following forms being
-used for this purpose: . :

NUMBER OF CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH

. COMMITTEE OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN
FOR THE WEEK ENDED......c..iiviiiiirecccanne 19......
. ’ Enteric - Pyrexia or
Districts. or typhoid fever. Typhus. continued fever. Smallpox.

North City, No. 1 East .
as 1 West
' ’ 2. - .. ..
” 8.
Cloniarf and Howth, No. 1 (par
of)y . . .« . . . . L. ..

Coolock and Drumcondra (part
offy . . . . . . ..

Finglas and Glasnevin (part of).
South City, No. 1. . .~
”» 2. .
3.
] w - 4.
New Kilmainham .

Total.




Membranous Croup. .........vivviiiannnnn,....
Erysipelas.....c..coiiennnn. peies “ o

Dysentery ..ol
Malaria........ P erereenen

URBAN DISTRICT OF.............. R . N

— e

Sir,

........... L R R T LN TP

1 beg to inform you that ithe following cases of infectious diseases have been notified

during the week ended Saturday, the...................... day of.....coviienannnn ... 19

Pyrexia
or continued
fever.

Enteric
or typhoid
fever.,

Relapsing

tever, Smalipox.

Typhus.

Measles 1.

Number’ of cases noti-
fied during the week

ended the.......
day of............
18......... .
1 am, sir,
Your obedient servant, .
(Signed)....oveeivnernanvieeiiiiiiniianunas v
. Executive Snmtary Officer
‘The Registrar-General, Cieveaanes heraereanen veeaevan .....Date

Charlemont House,

Y
Diseases continue'in separate columns.as follows:

Scarlet fever, Cerebro-spinal fever,

"Bubonic plague,

Erysipelas,
Diarrhceal diseases,

Membranous crodp,

Puerperal fever, Acute primary pneumonia, Varicella,

Malaria, Acute influenzal pneumonia, Dysentery,

Trench fever, Diphtheria, Acute "poliomyelitis.

%?erculosxs Rubella, or epidemic rose, :
°°me-cough Rash,

And tot:sll number of cases of infectious diseases.
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1. INTRODUCTORY N OTE.

The following section relating to Northern Ireland should be studied in conjunc-
tion with Part I, which describes in detail official vital statistics and organisation in
Treland prior to 1922. Neglect of this advice may lead to misunderstanding since the
present system is a continuation of Lhat in use prior to 1922,

AREa.

Northern Ireland comprises the couniies of Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh,
Londonderry and Tyrone, and the county boroughs of Belfast and Londonderry, the
area of the whole territory (including the larger rivers, lakes, and tideways) and of
its component parts being as follows:

ACRES.
Antrim County . . . . . . . . . . .. 702,856.
Armagh County. .. . . . . . . . . . . 312,773
Down County . . « . . . . . . . . . 608,861
Fermanagh County . . . . . . . . . , 420,211
Londonderry County. . . . . . . . . . 512,494
Tyrone County . . - o e e e e e 779,563
Belfast County Borough e e e e 14,797
Londonderry County Borough . . . . . . 2,199

Total area. . . . . . . . « +« « . 3,358,754 (3,240 sq. miles)

POPULATION.

A census of the population of Northern Ireland was taken on April 18th- 19Lh
1926, the following results appearing in the County Beports on the Census
of Northern Ireland 1926 " .

AREA. ’ . . MALES. FEMALES, PERSONS.

Antrim County . . . . . . . . 92,596 99,047 191,643
Armagh. County . . . . . . . 53,600 56,461 110,070
Down County . . . . . . . . 101,202 108,026 209,228
'Fermanagh County . . . . . . 30,102 27,882 57,984
Londonderry County. . . . . . 47,119 47,415 94,534
Tyrone County . .« . . + « + - 67,136 65,656 182,792
Belfast County Borough e e 195,539 219,612 415,151
Londonderry County Borough . . 20,785 24,374 45,159

Total population. . . . . .~ 608,088 648,473 1,256,561
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CeENTRAL GOVERNMENT,

Under the Government of Ir;aland Act 1920 (later amended in accordan

. - o ce wi

the terms of the Irish Free State (Consequential Provisions) Act 1922), a sep:rlu‘

Parliament and executive Governinent were establishéd in Northern Ireland, the legﬂile
S-

lative authority being vested in a Parliament, comprising the King, the Senate
Northern Ireland and the House of Commons of Northern Ireland, this Parliame::t
having specially defined powers relating to its legislative authority withip the
territory. In addition, Northern Ireland is represented in the Parliament of Grey
Britafn and Northern Ireland by thirleen members returned from Northern Irelang
constituencies. . ) ) ’

The executive power is vested in the King, being exercised by the Governor, {,
.whom, as the representative of the Crown, such powers are delegated, and to
Ministers of the various departmental services of the Government, who form the
Cabinet of Northern Ireland. This Cabinet comprises:

1. The Prime Minister;

2. The Minister of Finance;

3. 4 »» - Home Affairs;
4., . Labour;
5, s Education;
. 6. ,, . Agriculture;
7. ’s Commerce..

The two Chambers comprising the Legislature of Northern Ireland are:

(@) The Senate, consisting of twenty-six members. Of these, the Lord Mayors

. of Belfast and Londonderry are, by virtue of their public offices, ex-officio- mem-

“bers of the Senate, the remaining twenty-four being elected by the House of

Commons. Elected Senators hold office for eight years, one-half of the elected
~ members retiring at the end of every fourth year;

- (b).The House of Commons -consisting of fifty-two members. The lav
governing the qualification of Parliamentary electors for the Parliament of Norther
Ireland is, save in two particulars, similar to the corresponding law relating 10
electors for the Parliament of the United Kingdom. These two particulars are:
(1) Peers are not disqualified as such for being registered as’ electors, and (2) 1
person i$ entitled to be registered as a Parliamentary elector in respect O_f a
residence qualification unless he or she has been a resident in the qm_ted
Kingdom for the whole of the three years ending on the last day of the qualifying
period. - : .

- . LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

. T . ) : t
: Al}h_ough the Government of Ireland Act 1920 provided for the _establxslil.ﬂz_e:ﬂ
“of a separate Government in Northern Ireland, its provisions did not disturb existt
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local government institulions, which were organised .on the sys i ;
the Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898. Under Lhis system, go:*e;lur;::::: l:;e‘lio:;";
government, Northern Ireland comprises six administrative counties, two'county
poroughs (e.g, Belfast and Londonderry), one Municipal borough (i.e., Bangor)
thirty-one urban districts, and -thirty-two rural districts, each of these areas bt;inu:
administéred by popularly elected local councils, viz.: °

(a) County councils, one for each of the administrative counties of Anlrim
Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone. To such councils i;
entrusied the administralive and financial control of the county as a whole
including such malters as public health, the maintenance of infirmaries and feve;
hospitals, etc., and the establishment of a County Board of Health.

(b) County borough councils, one for each of the county boroughs of
Belfast and Londonderry. These possess the same powers and authority within
their areas as do the county councils, of which they are entirely independent.

(c) Municipal Borough Council, one. for the municipal borough of Bangor.’
This council conslilutes the rating-and sanilary authority in the rmunicipal
borough.

(d) Urban District Councils, one for each of the thirty-one lowns constituting
urban areas within Northern Ireland. Such councils constitute the rating authority
in the urban district, and are also ihe sanilary authorities within these areas (Sec-
tion 32 of the Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898). R

(ey Rural District Councils, one for each of the thirty-two rural areas of the .
province. These councils constilute the sanitary authority in each rural area
(Section 32 of the Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898). :

In addition to the above authorities, mention must be made of the Boards of
Guardians in the twenty-seven Poor Law Union areas. These are responsible for
the provision and upkeep of local register offices, for the preservation of records,
and for the paymenls of certain fees to the registration officers, who, in the .
- majority of cases, are officers of the board in other capacities. ’

These boards of guardians comprise the rural district councillors, together with -

tepresentatives of the electoral divisions of any urban areas falling within the boun-
daries of the Poor Law Union. ) '
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2. PUBLIG HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

There is no independent Ministry of Health in Northern Ireland, the Mimstp
Home Affairs constituting the central administrative authority, responsible fop t}?f
admmlstratlon of services concerned with poor relief, public health, housing, I‘oadse
lunatic asylums,.poisons, drugs, vivisection and other miscellaneous matters, LOcal
healih services are, under the supervision of the ceniral authority, administereq by '
the urban and rural district touncils. Certain special health responsibilities fall
within the jurisdiction of the county, and county borough, councils. The Nationg]
Health Insurance Acts are administered by the Ministry of Labour. Briefly, the
present health organisation of Northern Ireland comprises:

A central aufhority (Ministry of Home Affairs);
. Two county borough councils;

. One ‘borough (non-county) céuncil;

. Six county councils; - .

. Thirty-one urban district councils; and
Thlrty—two rural district councils.

c:cr.mwwg—'

' The Public Health Code comprises the Public Health Act 18/8 the Infectious
Diseases (Notification) Act 1889, the Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act 1899, and
the various amending sanitary Acls and regulations which- have been promulgated
from time o time since those dates. We.have already made reference to these sani-
‘tary measures (see pp. 15-16, 65-69) and repelilion is unnecessary, since the original
powers conferred upon the various controlling authorities, and the duties for which
they were responsible prior to the establishment of a separate Government in Northern
Ireland, were assumed, and continued to be exercised in a similar manner, by the
newly created authorilies in the province.

Annual Report of the Ministry of IIome Affairs on the Administration of Local
. Government Services.

First volume (covering the period December Ist, 1921 to March 31st, 1923),
pubhshed in October, 1924, since published annually.

Thls publication gives information regarding the number of sick in ‘Workhouse
. Infirmaries and Fever Hospitals, the number of persons attended in their own homes
by Dispensary Medical Officers, the number of deaths in Wo1khouses (including
“Workhouse Infirmaries), thes number ‘of cases of infectious disease notified, and notes
ofi the administration of Public Health Services generally.
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3. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF, AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR, STATISTICS.

With the establishment of a separate Government in Northern Ireland, sleps
were taken to provide for the transfer of the responsibility for the administration of
services formerly carried out by the Regisirar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
in Dublin to an authority in Northern Jreland. Under ‘the terms of the notification
of the Lord Lieutenant, June 7th, 1921, the Minister of Finance was made primarily
responsible for these duties. The Minisiries .of Northern Treland Act 1921 enacted that
the department of the Regisirar-General should be merged in the Ministry of Finance,
while the transfer to the Government of Northern Ireland of the functions and powers
formerly e‘ce1cxsed by the Regisirar-General in Dublin was effected on January Ist,
. 1922, by ‘an Order in Council dated November 9th, 1921. For the earlier history of
the development of vilal slatislical services in Treland, the reader .is rel'erred to
pp. 17-21, 35-54 of the present volume.



4. THE POPULATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND.

Tre Census.

The preliminary to the enumeration of the population in 1926 was the Promulgatiop
of the Census' Act (Northern Ireland) of November 10th, 1925, which provided for the
enumeration of the population in the area on Sunday, April 18th, 1926. The ceniyq)
authority controlling this operation was the Ministry of Finance, and, within thy
Ministry, the department of the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages in
Northern Ireland was required to make all necessary arrangements for the carrying
out of this operation.

The country was divided into census disiricts, each of which comprised a consta.
bulary district controlled by officers of the Royal Ulster Constabulary. The census
districts were further subdivided into enumeration areas, each of these smaller divisiong
being placed in .the charge of a sergeant or constable of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary. The actual operation was most carefully organised and the
“delivery and collection of the schedules prescribed by the Census Act was clearly
defined in the regulations issued by the Registrar-General for this purpose. It was
arranged that the distribution and collection of schedules should be spread over a limited
period of time, with definite duties allocated to particular days within that period, as
may be seen from the following detailed instructions which were issued for the
operation:

Monday, April 12th. Enumerators to deliver’ schedules during the week
beginning at this date.

Saturday, April 17th. Enumerators to complete the delivery of all schedules
on or before this date. : :

Sunday, April 18th. The Census Day. Every person alive in Northern
Ireland at midnight to be enumerated.

Monday, April 19th. Enumerators to collect schedules from all hotels, Cl_“bs’
boarding-houses, lodging-houses and vessels on this date; and thereafter to continue
the collection from all other premises. :

Saturday, April 24th. Collection of schedules in county boroughs and urban
districts to be completed on or before this date.

Wedneéday, April 28th. Collection of schedules in rural districts 10 be
completed on or before this date.

: . o ) . gche
- Saturday, May 8th. Superintendents to collect from enumeralors their sC
-dules, enumeration bo,oks", and census material on or before this date.
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Monday, June 7th, Superintendents to forward to the census office by this
date their final instalments of schedule volumes, enumeration books, and"

. census
material. E

The census schedule' required in respect of each person alive at midnight on the
night of Sunday, April 18th, whether a member of the family, visitor, boarder or
servant, in the household or establishment, the following informalion:

1. Name and surname;

2. Relation to the head of the household;
3. Age (in years and months);

4, Sex;

5. Marital Condilion in respect of persons aged 16 years and over, and
Orphanhood in respect of children aged under 18 years (staling “ both alive ”, if
both parents were alive, or “ father dead”, “ mother dead ”, “ both dead”, as .
the case may be); .

6. Place of birth (for Northern Ireland, county, town or townland; elsewhere,
name of country);

7. Nationality, also (in respect of foreign-born persons) whether resident or
a visitor in Northern Ireland;

8. Religion;
9. School, indicating kind of school at which education was being received;”

10. Personal occupation, e.g., precise branch of manufacture, trade, service,
elc.; retired persons were required fo state former occupation, followed by the
word * retired ”; apprentice or learner; indicated by the appropriate word;

11. Employer’s name and business, e.g., name and business of employer; if
unemployed, name and business of last employer, adding “ out of work"”; if
employing others, “ employer'; if working on own account “ own account”;’
domestic servants, “ private ”; :

12. Whether entitled to benefit under National Insurance Acts;
13. Infirmities, if any.

. On the conclysion of the operation, enumeralors were required to prepare in a

prescribed -fashion a summary of the results of the census in the area for’ which they

gerelresponsible, but it is unnecessary to specify the nature of these summaries in .
etail, . : ,

Completed forms, together with all household schedules, were required to be
forwarded 1o the Registrar-General, who was responsible for the preparation of abstracis
and reports on the total census resulis. Particulars of the conlents of the results. of
the first census of Northern Ireland will be found below. - '

of ! Particulars were also required in respect of married men, widowers and widows, the number and ages
nozalzl living chiidren and step-children under 16 years of age, whether enumerated on. the seme schedule or

» 1. €., Whether residing as & member of that housenald or elsewhere.
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION
RELATING TO THE PoPuraTioN IN NORTHERN IRELAND,

The Preliminary Report of the Census of Northern Ireland 1926.

Thls publication compuses -a summary analysis of the prehmm'uy resulls of )
census by the Registrar-General, who discusses the population and variation N
administrative areas within the territory; the distribution of the population in y
and rural areas; density of population, habitable buildings and accommodation;
. portion of females to males, etc.

The tabular matter contained in the report is-as follows: Population in Northem
Ireland according to the results of each census 1841-1926. Increase or decrease of
population since preceding census (absolute numbers and percentages), all with dis.
tinction of sex. Number of females per thousand males at each census date.

: Populauon in Northern Ireland, according to the results of each census 1841- 1026;
increase or decrease of populauon 1911-26, tabulated by counlies, without dlslmcllon
of sex,

Populatlon and acreage in Nmthem Ireland according to the censuses of 1911 and

1926, tabulated for counties, county boroughs, urban and rural dislricts; sex distinction;
intercensal variations, persons only.

Population according to the censuses of 1901, 1911 and 1926, tabulated by counlies,
county boroughs, urban.and rural districts. and wards of county boroughs, arranged
accoxdmg to rales of variation in the period 1911 to 1926 (persons only).

Population per acre, habitable dwellings and accommodation, according to the
results of the census 1926, tabulated for counties, county boroughs, urban and rural
. 'dlstrlcts, and wards of county boroughs.

Number of habitable buildings, 1911 and 1926, classified by total, inhabited and
uninhabited buildings for each county. Similar information is presented for Northern
- Treland as a whole at each census date, 1841-1926. ‘

Number of families (consisting of one, two, three, eic., persons) dwelling in
tenements of one room, classified by wards of county boroughs for:

s iy
rhan

pro-

(a) Families which include persons of different sex aged 15 and over who ar¢
not husband and wife.

(b) Families which do not include such persons.

Numbers of tenements of one room (occupied by families of one, two, three, elc
persons), 1911 and 1926, classified by wards of county boroughs. g
‘Numbers of persons aged 70 years and over, 1861-1926, tabulated by counties. "

Census Reporis for Each County and Belfast County Borough.
.. These yolumes contain final figures of population and housing for the sma!le"
administrative areas, including townlands; and tables dealing’ with ages and marit
condition of the people, education, occupations, industries, buthplaCGS, 1‘91““‘"
professions, orphanhood, and persons suffering from infirmities, together wi
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stalistical noles on’ some of the more oulstanding features disclosed by the lables.
Fach volume contains a section devoted to deﬁmlnons and explanations of the terms
used in thé reporls.

The tabular maller conlained in the county reporls is as follows:

Area of county in 1926 showing acreageé under crops, ele.

, Population of county by sex at each of the censuses 1821-1926.

Area, population (by sex), houses (inhabited, uninhabiled, and building),
accommodalion (number of privale families, population in private families, rooms
,occupied, and rooms per person), and rateable valuation for 1926, together with
tolal population and houses for 1911, tabulated by county, urban districis, rural
districts, county and disitrict elecioral divisions, lownlands, poor ]aw unions,
dispensary districts, and wards of county boroughs. .

Private families, size, rooms oceupied, population liying therein, and densifly of
occupation; and inhabiled private houses and rooms Lherein, tabulaied by mban and
rural districts and wards of county borcughs.

Inhabiled inslitutions and buildings other than private houses; total populatnon
and inmates thereof by sex for each mban and rural district and wards of county
boroughs.

Persons allending various kinds of educational establishments by sex and.age
for each county and regional -education area.

Occupations by sex, occupational stalus, and national health insurance for each
county and county aggregate of urban and rural areas, and by sex, marital condition,
and age for Belfast County Borough,

Industries by sex for each county.

Birthplaces by sex for each county.

Religious ‘professions by sex for each 111ban and rural dlsluct and wards of
county boroughs. :

Orpharhood of children under 16 by sex and age for each county.

Persons suffering from infirmities (deaf and dumb, dumb only, blind, erippled,
.and mentally afflicted) by sex, marital condition, and age, and numbers of such -
per_‘sons in institutions and asy]ums, for cach counly. '

_General Census Repozt for Northern Ireland..

This reporl; will cover in more detail the slatlshcs shown in the county volumes,
.and conlain in addition a report on the administrative work ‘of taking the census
and tables showing: :

(i) the occupational distribution of persons enoaved in each of 51 groups
of industries;
(ii) the distribution of the foreign-born population by nahonahty, age,
marital condition, and occupation; .
(iii) the distribution of families of dependent cluldlen under 16 by age, sc‘(,
. ’ marital condition, and occupation of parent;



the householder’s schedule used for the census enquiry, and the instruction
to. census enumerators and superintendents of enumerafion.
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(iv) fertility rates for married persons;
(v) the occupational distribution of persons suffering from infirmitjeg *

The report will also contain a copy of the Census Act (Northern Irelang) 1995

$ issueq

. Annual Reporis of Regisi‘rar-Gleneral in Northern Ireland.

. " The first of these reports relates to the year 1922 (for contents of former annyy
reports see pp. 33-34 of this manual). Each report contains a detailed analysis of the

figures relating to the movement of population during the period under review, the
tabular information being as follows:

1. Area and population accdrding to the results of the last census, this infor-
mation being tabulated for Northern Ireland, counties and superintendent registrar’s
districts; i

2. Population in Northern Ireland according to the results of a series of
censuses, with distinction of sex. Estimated population at the middle of each
year for a series of years, with distinction of sex;

3. Population according to the resulis of the last census classified by sex and
age (at each year of lifeto five years, thereafter in five-yearly age periods).

The Registrar-General's Weelkly Relurn of Births and Deaths:

This leaflet refers only to the principal towns in-Northern Ireland. The total

population of each town is given, and the population of each registrar’s district in the

county- borough of Belfast; while, for comparative purposes, the population of Dublin,
London, Edinburgh and Glasgow are included.

The Regisirar-General's Quarlerly Return of Marriages, Births and Deaths
' : : in Northern Ireland.

These returns include tables showing:

1. Population according to the results of the last census for each county
borough and urban district, and for the aggregate of all rural districts. Simil.al‘
information for the County Borough of Belfast, and for each registrar’s district
‘within that area; o - . -

2. Area and population of Northern Ireland, each county and supca,rintende“t
registrar’s district, and for the Irish Free State. : ’
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5. VITAL REGISTRATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND.

GENERAL,

Prior to January Ist, 1922, the Acts relating to births, deaths and marriages in
Ireland were administered by the Registrar-General, Dublin, who annually submitted
a report. The passing of the Government of Ireland Act 1920 (10 and 11 Geo. V
¢. 67) was followed by a notificalion of the Lord Lieutenant dated June Tth, 1921:
which assigned to the Minister of Finance for Northern Ireland the responsibility
for the administration in Northern Ireland of the services formerly administered by
the Begistrar-General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in Dublin. The Ministries of
Northern Ireland Act 1921 enacted that the Registrar-General's department should
be merged in the Ministry, and also provided that the Minister might authorise the
use of a special designation by any officer to whom specified powers or duties were
assigned under the Act. In pursuance of this provision, the powers and duties of
the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in Northern Ireland were for-
mally assigned to the present Registrar-General by the Minister of Finance under a
Minute of Appointment dated April Sth, 1922, :

The transfer to the Government of Northern Ireland of the functions formerly
exercised by the Registrar-General, Dublin, was effected on January Ist, 1922, by
Order in Council dated November 9th, 1921. .

The abstracts of marriages, births and deaths now submitted have been prepared
for presentation to Parliament pursuant to the provisions of statutes governing the
systems of regisiration. The Registrar-General’s report draws attention to the salient
features of the abstracts, includes figures relating to other parts of the British Isles.
and to previous years for purposes of comparison, and also includes information
relating 1o .migration, the weather and vaccination. Continuity with the annual
reports and abstracts previously issued by the Registrar-General for Ireland-has been
preserved (see Part I of this manual), and, in so far as has been found practicable,
provision has been made for developments by means of which it will be possible, ulti-
mately, to obtain statistics of greater value. The system of registration of births,
marriages, and deaths is based upon the Acts of 1863 and 1880, and is a continua-
tion of the system already described on pp. 37, 54 of the present volume. Certificates
of births and deaths are identical with those prescribed for use in Ireland prior
lo 1922 (see pp. 38, 48), and their reproduction in this section is unnecessary.

OFriciaL. PUBLICATIONS® GONTAINING INFORMATIOY RELATING TO Live BIRTHS
1N NORTHERN IRELAND.

‘Annual Reports of the Registrar-General for Northern Ireland, 1929-26.

1922-23. The first report of the Registrar-General for Nokthern 'Irelam.i is that
for 1922, which contains the following information relating to live births:
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1. A general summary giving the total births (no dis_tincl.ion of sex). yop:
tered in the country as a whole during the year un.der review, with °°mpara:ils.
ﬁgures for the previous ten years, and corresponding birth rales pep 1,000 ‘;‘;
the population estimated to the middle of each year. .

2. Births by sex, for the couniry as a whole; proportion of male o fo
births for the year under review and for each of the previous five years; birt
legitimacy; proportion of male to female bii‘t-l_ls by legitlimacy; births registereq i
each quarter of the year. For each administralive county, the percentage of illegit;.
mate births in total births for the year under review and the preceding yea:;

3. Multiple births: The number and percentage of twin and triplet birtpg
for the country as a whole for the year under review;

4. Births (including illegitimate births), illegitimale births, dislinguishing
sex in each case, and excess of births over deaths for each poor law union,
administrative county, and for Northern Ireland for the year under review,

5. Births-by sex registered during each quarter of the year under review i

"~ each administrative county. ‘

Male
hs &

1923. Tn this year further information’ was added.showing births by sex and
legitimacy and the percentage of illegitimate births to tolal births in Northern Ire-
land in the year under review and for each of the previous ten years.

“4924-26. In addilion {o the information given under 1922 (4), births in Northern
Ireland were (since 1924) also sliown under the areas containing the normal residence
of the parents. Numbers of inward and outward transfers to and from the areas in
question were also shown. Also in the report for 1924, urban and rural sanitary
‘districts were introduced for ihe first timé, being substituted for the poor law unions
hitherto used as the smallest divisions of the country for which statistics of births
were presented. An index to poor law unions has been included, by which it is.

possiblé to calculate the number of births in the several unions from the figures
given for' urban and rural districts.

" The Régistr_qr—Cénefal’s Quarterly Relurns of Marriages, Births
S and Deaths in Northern Ireland. ’

Total births registered in Northern Ireland during the quarterly period; a“n“_al
birth ‘rates. . This. information is presented for each county borough and urban dis-
trict, and for the aggregate of all rural districts. Similar information is presented
for- the county borough of Belfast, and for each registrar’s district in that city

Total births registered in Northern Ireland during the quarterly period, tabulated
"by counties and superintendent registrars’ districts.

The Regisirar-General’s Weekly Return of Births and Deaths.
This leaflet refers only to the principal towns in Northern Ireland, and t0 the

_ cities of Dublin, London, Edinburgh and Glasgow. Total births and birth rates are
‘recorded for each of these arcas. - : .
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION RELATI
" 1x NonTHERN IRELAXD.

NG To DeaTis

Annual Reports of the Registrar-General for Northern Ireland, 1922-26.-

1922-23. The first report of the Registrar-General for Northern Ireland, that
for 1922, conlains the following information relaling to deaths:

1. A general summary giving the tolal deaths (no distinction of sex).regis-

tered in Northern Ireland during the year under review, with comparalive figures

for each of the previous ten years; corresponding death rates per thousand of the -
population estimated to the middle of cach year.

2. Deaths by sex and couespondmrr death rates for the year under review
“{or Nmthem Ireland; deaths registered in each quarter, together with annual death
rales, calculaled on the basis of quarterly mortality data.

3. Causes of death. Deaths in Northern Ireland tabulated by causes in the

Abridged International List, males and females together for the year under review °

* and for cach of the previous len years; corresponding death rates. Notes on the
deaths from the principal causes:

(@) Tuberculosis. Numbers of deaths and death rates from tuberculosis
(all forms) in Northern Ireland during the year under review, and in each
of the previous ten years (males and females separately).

Numbers of deaths and death rates from tuberculosis in each of the
administrative counties for year under review.

(b) Cancer. The number of deaths from cancer in Northern Ireland
‘tabulated by sites affected and by age and sex for Lhe year under review.-
(¢) Pregnancy and childbirth. Detailed figures of deaths from principal.
puerperal diseases by ages of mothers for the year under review; summary
of the foregoing and comparative figures for each of the previous ten years.

(d) Infant Mortalily. Rates from principal causes at certain age periods
within the first year of life, for Northern Ireland, for the year under review
(males and females separately). Summarised figures for each of the previous
ten years. Rates from the principal causes at certain age-groups, for males
and females in the aggregale, of the localities containing seven of the prin-
cipal towns.

- Infant mortality rales, all causes, males and females l0°‘e|;hel‘ for seven
of the principal lowns and for the administralive counlies, for the year under
review and for each of the prekus five years.

(¢} Deaths by sex and excess of births over deaths during the year under
review in Northern Ireland, counties and poor law unions.

(/) Deaths registered in each quarter of the year under review in Nor-
thern' Ireland, the counties (males and females 1espectxvely)
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{g) Deaths at"different ages, distinguishing males and females j,
Ireland, in the counties. The age-grouping used is by single
5 years, and thence by quinquennial age-groups to 95 and upwargs,

(h) Deaths in Northern Ireland during the year under review,
and age, for each of the causes in the Detailed International Lig
grouping similar to that noted under (¢9) with further subdivisiong
one year:. .

(1) Deaths in institutions, deaths from each of the causes in the Abyg
International List (males and females together), tabulated for Northerp
land, the counties, and poor law unions for the year under review,

N or| thel‘n
Years ¢,

by sex
Age.
Undep

dged
Tre.

1923. In this year further information was added showing for Northern Irelang,
in the year under review, the proportion of deaths from the principal causes (Le.,
those in the Abridged International List) per thousand of the total deaths at certain
age-periods.

1924-26. In addition to the information given under 1922 (), deaths in Northern
Ireland were (since 1924) also shown under 'the areas of normal residence of the
deceased. Numbers of inward and outward' transfers to and from the areas in question
were also shown. Also in the report for 1924, urban and rural sanitary districts
were. introduced for the first time, being substituted for the poor law unions hitherto
used -as the smallest divisions of the country for which statistics of deaths were pre-
“sented.  An index-to poor law unions is included by which it is possible to compute
the numbers of deaths in the. several unions from the figures given for urban and
rural districts. _

.. In 1924, the infant mortality rates from the principal causes at certain age-
groups, males and females separately, in the aggregate of urban districls and the
" aggregate of rural districts, were substituted for the infant mortality rates previously
given for seven of the principal towns and the administrative counties.

The information noted under 1922 (i) has been modified as follows: The par-
ticulars regarding deaths in institutions for areas smaller than the county have been
discontinued since 1924. Deaths by causes are now shown for each sex and for urban
and rural districts, Instead of for poor law unions as formerly.

Since 1924, a table has been given showing for Northern Ireland for the Yye&
under review the number of deaths of illegitimate children by ages under each prin-
cipal -cause of death. .

*®

The Reégistrar-General's Quarterly Return of Marriages., Births and Deaths
‘ ‘in Northern Ireland. .

- Tf’ta! death.? registered in Northern Ireland- during the quarterly period, tabu!ated
by .prl.nclpal epidemic and other causes, inquest cases, deaths in public institution®
. uncertified deaths; for each county borough and urban district, and all rural districts

-
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(grouped). Similar inf(.)rmation is presented for the county borough' of Belfast, and
for each registrar’s district in that city. .
Total deaths registered in Northern Ireland during the quarterly period, tabulated
by the principal epidemic and other causes, inquest cases, deaths in public institutions,
uncertified deaths, for each county and superiniendent registrar’s district.

The Regisirar-General’s Weekly Return of Births and Deaths.

This leaflet is limited to recording information relating to the principal towns in
Northern Ireland and to the cities of Dublin, London, Edinburgh and Glasgow. Total
deaths registered during the week in each of these areas are presented, tabulated by
the pr'incipal epidemic and other causes, inquest cases, deaths in public institutions
and uncertified deaths. _
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6. INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

GENERAL.

- The various legislalive measures governing the nolification of infectious dise
and the procedure followed in Northern Ireland are substantially the same as those
_formerly ‘applying to Ireland as a whole, a detailed description of which has already
been presented in pp- 65-69 of the present manual. The general control ang super-
vision of these services in Northern Ireland are exercised by the Department of Publie
Health, which forms a branch of the Ministry of Home Affairs. The Infectious Diseases
(Notification) Act 1888* has been adopted in all districls in Northern Ireland witp
‘one exception. Medical practitioners are required to nolify the principal execniiye
medical officer for the area of all cases of infectious disease which come under thej;,
" notice; weekly returns of all such cases are notified to the central health authority by
the medical officers concerned. . :

ases

OrFICIAL PUBLICATIONS CONTAINING INFORMATION RELATING TO
InFecTIOUS DisEases 1v NORTHERN IRELAND.

The Ulster Year-Book.

The information contained in this publication is based upon the various official
vdephl'tmen}al reports; the information relating to infectious diseases include the follow-.
ing: Number of cases of specified infectious disease notified during the year; num-

" ber of dedths due fo the principal epidemic diseases during the year, and mortality
rates ascribed to each. cause. Number of deaths due to the principal epidemic diseases
during the year, number of deaths due to all causes (absolute numbers and mortality
‘rates), this' information being tabulated for: o

‘(a)’ County boroughs and urban districts (grouped); -
()] Rural districts (grouped); and :
(e) Northgm Ireland.

Number of successful primary vaccinalions effected annually for a series of years;
number of births and percentage of vaccinations o births.’ '
. Annual Report of the Registrar-General in Northern Ireland.

First published 1922. For contents of annual reports to 1922, see p. 69.

- Infant mortality rates, deaths due to common infectious diseases in Northerd
Ireland: ' .

- '(a) Annually for a series of y'ears;

1 See p. 65.
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(b) For the year under review, labulaled by-sex and age (five
year). The latter information is further tabulated for the seven
(grouped).

" Total deaths from the principal infectious diseases tabulaled for Northern Ireland.

counties and superinlendent registrar’s disiricts. Certain changes in labulation of
data were introduced in this publication in 1924, -

age-periods 0-1
principal towns

The Regisirar-General's Quarlerly Relurn of Marriages, Births end Deatlhs
. in Northern Ireland.

Tolal deaths in Northern Ireland due to the principal epidemic diseases for the -
quarterly period under review, and for a series of previous quarters. -

Total deaths registered in each county borough and urban district and in all rural®
districts (grouped) in Northern Ircland during the quarter under review, and due to
the principal infeclious diseases; similar information is presented for the county
borough of Belfast, and for each registrar’s district in that city.

Total cases of infectious discases notified in Northern Ireland for thé quarlerly
period. These data are presented by specific discases for county boroughs, urban
and rural districts. '

Total deaths registecred during the quarier, tabulated for each of the principal
infectious diseases for Northern Ireland, counties and superiniendent registrars’
districts. -

The Registrur-General's Weekly Relurn of Births and Deaths.

This leaflet refers only to the principal towns in" Northern Ireland. Deaths
registered during the week are recorded by specific infectious diseases for certain’
counly boroughs, towns, registrars’ districls and also for Dublin, London, Edinburgh
and Glasgow. - ) : :
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