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REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

I, the Chairman of the Select Committee to which the Madhya Pradesh 
Irrigation (Amendment) Bill, 1962 (No. 39 of 1962), was referred, having been 
authorised to submit the Report on their behalf, present this their Report with 
the Bill as amended by the Committee, annexed hereto. 

2· The Bill• was introduced in the Vidhan Sabha on the pt April, 1963 
The same day the Minister for Planning and Development moved. for the. lliJl 
being referred to the Select Committee. The motion was discussed in the House 
and adopted the same day. 

3· The Committee held seven meetings in all. 

4- In .their first meeting held on the 29th May, 1963, the Committe 4.i5Pl'r 
sed the general principles of the Bill. 

5· In their second and third meetings, held on the 26th and 27th 1 une, 
1963 at Sheopur and Shivpuri respectively, the Committee discussed generally 
the rates of the bcttertne!lt levy. 

The Committee also visited a few irrigated and non-irrigated areas with a 
view to know the basic difference between the two. 

6. In their fourth meeting held '!t Korba on the 31st October, 1963 tlie 
Committee !COntinued the general' discussion on the Bill. After 1he meeting, 
the Committee visited .a few irrigated and non-irrigated areas nearby. 

7• At theil' fifth meeting held at Bhopal on the 8th December, J 963 the 
Committee concluded general discussion on the Bill. 

s. At their sixth meeting held at Bhopal on the 26th December, 1963 the 
Commitiee considered the Bill clause by clause. 

g. At their seventh meeting held at Bhopal on the 17th 1 anuary, 1964 the 
Committee considered and finalised the draft of amendments to various clauses 
of the Bill and authorised the Chairman to approve the draft Report and pre
sent it to the House. 

10. The observations of the Committee with regard to the principal 
changes proposed in the Bill are detailed in the succeeding paragraphs. 

11. Clause 2.-The Committee feel that betterment levy shi>uld be levied 
q'l only that area which is newly brought under irrigation by construction, im
provement or extension of a canal. 

Item (iii) of sub-section (a) of •the proposed section 58-A has accordingly 
been omitted and a new provtso has been added to suosectibn (b). 

u. Clause 4: -( 1) The Committee feel that the holder should have the 
right to make payment at any time the difference between Rs. i4o.oo together 
with interest thereon calculated at the rate of 4! per cent per annum and the 
amount already paid by hlm by way of instalments. 

A proviso has accordingly been added to sub-section (2) of the proposed 
section 58-C. 

(2) The Committee are further of the view that betterment contribut'ion 
should not be levied on a farmer's holding which falls within •the commanded 

•Publish in English and Hindi in the "'Madhya Pradesh Gazette''", (Extraordinary), 
dated the 4th August 196•. 
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area if he, having his own works of irrigation, does not deshe to avail of the 
canal irrigation. 

Sub-section (4) has, therefore, been added after sub-section (3). of the pro
posed section 58-C, 

_ (3) The Comm!ttee consider that the officer authorised under clause (iii) 
of ·the proposed section 58-D should not be an officer below the rank of a Sn 1-i
Divisional Officer. 

Clause (iii) of the proposed section 58-D has been amended accordingly. 

(4) The Committee are of the view that the date specified for presenting 
written objections to the Authorised Officer under clause (nv) of section 58-D 
should fall within three months, and not two months, from the date of oublica-
tion of the: notification. · 

Clause (iv) of the proposed section 58 D has been amended accordingly. 

'3· Clause 7.-The clause has been amended with a view to make it more 
clear. 

, 4. Clause 8.-The ·commi~tee feel that there should be _a provision for 
two appeals ln the prop~se~ section 58-HH, the_ ~rst appeal W<thin sixty days 
and the ·second appeal w1thin go days of the ongmal order. 

Accordingly a new section 58-HH has been substituted for the present 
section. 

15. The other amendments made by the Committee are of minor or 
consequential nature. 

16. The Select Committee recommend that the Bill as amended be passed. 

BHOPAL : 

The toth February 1964. 
MAHF.SH DA TT 1\IISHRA 

' . 
Chairman. 
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mr: ~ orcrrif <rail >if 'lfiln: ~ lfon<: ~ f.rnAT ~ 'IWf fil;if "1R ~ -.i' ~ 
~I 

~:-
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flMFr ,. \'l'lR '!r.fT ~ ~ ~ m<Rf ,. ~ 6.m ..-vrr ~ 
~ zyrr I 

( ~) ( ~ ) ~ ¥ if X •Ht if ;;ft ''1j<m ~" 'liT 1:\'F ~ "' WTTf •rt' ~ ~ 
~ "' fu"'lrt' lm!'ff ;f ~ mr ~ oriu l!T ~ mil qq. 'IT': 
'!T;ft ~ ~ l!T «'IT': '!T;ft ~ ~ ~ '!!1N <f ,.mm: <n: wm: ~if 
'liT G'( f.rl'ffir. ~ ~ .~ I ;rnuT f'f;«\" '1ft '!f'r 'liT 'lfrmr ~ 
~ fu"'lrt' muif <it ~ '1\ f.lm: .~ ~ I <'ffifiif ~ ~ 
<~""~' 'Of lft<1<1" ~ if ~ if@ RllT 'll!T ~ I 

( ~) sffi ~ if 'O'nmJ ( ~) if; w:r ;;ft ifl!T ~ Wf1: @:rfu rnT ui'm" 
lfl1'r ~ 'fflif wm: ~ 'liT """'" 'FI'. ~ ~ """'" if 'liVl 'liT 
~a' m 1:\'F ~ 'lif~T i!:l ~ ~ I ~ 'l'ili'l" lf~ ~ 1:\'F 
~ ;qfuq; 'lif'lT <ft ;;rr;rr f'i;m;; if; ~ if zyrr I 

( ~ ) ~ ~ if 1:\'F •in: liWl1'r ftiic ..r ~ l!!T'f!llfij; ~ 1 zrf<:: 
f'l;m;; ~ wm: -~ ..r 'l!T'ffi m <ft 'l'if if ~ ~ '""'~ 
<it ~ ~ o ~ 'Of ftiiG 't;rr ~ if@ zyrr I 
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(As amended by the Select Committee) 

MADHYA PRADESH BILL 

No. 39 OF 1962. 

lOmissions .made by the Select Cornn~ittee are enclosed in 
square bra~ket~ ·and additio~s and alterations. made by 
them arc slCiclmed or underlmed.J 

THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 1962. 

A Bill further to amend the Madhya Pradesh Irrigation Act, 
193' 

BE it wacted by_ the Madhya 
[Thirteenth.] Fifteenth Year of 

follows:-

Pradesh Legislature in the 
the· Republic of India as 

'· This Act may be called the Madhya Pradesh Irrigation Short tide. 
(Amendment) Act, [•!16•] 196±_ · 

2 • For section 58-A o~ the Madhya Pradesh Irrigation substituti<ou 
Act I93' (Ill of 1931) (heremafter referred to as the principal scct"o ·S-A of 
Act), the following section shall be substituted. namely :-

1 0 

" • 

3· 

"58-A. For the purposes of this Chapter- Definitions of "new · 

(a) the expression "new canal" means- canal" and ·"evtn
mandcd arc:t •• 

(i) a canal, the construction of which has been under- · 
taken on or after the 1st April, 1951: or 

(ii) such existing canal, the improvement or exten· 
sion of which has been undertaken on or after 
the said date ; 

and the cost of construction or improvement or ex
tcnsio~ as the case may be, whereof is 5 lakhs 
of rupees or more or which has an irrigable 
capacity of one thousand acres or more; and 
which has been notified as a new canal by-tile 
State Goverment; 

[(iii) which has been notified as a new canal by the 
State Government;] 

(b) "wmmanded area" in re~~tion_ to aanew canal 
means the area compnsmg of a land which 
may be irrigated from that canal by the flow of 
water under gravity and. without the need of 
lifting or pumping the water: 

Provided that in relation to a new canal provided by 
improving . or extending an existing canal, the 
area which tl:t.ls being irrigated already by such 
existing canal shall be deemed not to have been 
comprised · iB Lhe commanded area. 

Section 58-B of the priJlcipal Act shall be Oll)itted. Omission of sec
tion 58-B, 
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Substitution of S<t· 4· For sections 58·C and 58-D of the principal Act, the 
tions 5~-C and 58· following sections shall b_e substituted, namcl)<··· .. 

Levy of betterment 
contribution. 

"58-C. (1) As from such date as the State Government 
may, br. notification, appoint, such date being not 
earlier than three years frmn the commencement 
of the operation of a new canal, tbere shall be 
levied on every permanent holder of land, whose 
land is situate within the commanded area, better

ment contribution at the following rates--
(a) Rs. 140 per acre, payable in one lump sum; or 

(b) Rs. 224 per acre payable consecutively for twenty 
years, excluding the years in which recovery 
thereof may be postponed by ·the State Govern
ment in accordance with section 58· I, as under-

(i) Rs. 8 per acre per year for the first five years ; 
(ii) Rs. u per acre per year for the next fourt~en 

years; 
Rs. 16 per acre for the twentieth year. (iii) 

(•) The betterment contribution levied under sub-section 
(1) may,- at the option of the permanent holder, 
be paid 'by him in one lump sum within three 
months from the date appointed under sub-section 
(t) or in· twenty annual in'italments, the first 

instalment being payable within two months from 
the date appointed .under sub-sedtion (1) and the 
subsequent annual instalments· being payable 
within iine month from the date on which they 
would fall due for payment in each subsequent 
year: 

Providf'd i'hat if the permanent holder who has under
taken to pay the betterment contribution in annual 
instalment desires, at any time after t.he payment 
of the first or subsequent instalment, to make pay
ment in one lump sum, he shall be ..:-equired to 
pay per acre in full the amount'e'lual to the dilfc
rence between Rs. 140 tog-ether with inttrest 
thereon calculated at the rate of 4 ~ per cent per 
annum for the period from the <late appointed 
under sub-section (1) till the dote of such payment 
in lump sum and the amount already paid by him 
by way of such iustalments. 

(3) Any instalment of betterment conuibu! ion or part 
thereof which remains unpaid on the expiry of 
the period. under sub-section (2), shall, with effect 
from the date on which such period expires, carry 
interest at the rate of six per centum: 

Provided that when the recovery of anv instaln1ent is 
postponed under section 58-I. suCh instalments 
shall not he deemed to be remaini:ng unpaid for 
the purpose of this sub-section during which the 
recovery thereof remains postponed. 
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(4) If the Stale Government is satisfied that the levy of 
betterment contribution is likely to cause hardship 
to any permanent holder or class of such holders 
in any commanded area, the S~ate Government 
1nay, by notification, exempt such holder Or such 
class of holders in such are~ from payment of the 
amount of bettennent contrtb1,1•tion in whole or in 
part, as may be specified in the notification subject 
to such terms and conditions if any, -as the State 

Government may deem fit to impose. 
Explanation.-For the purposes of sub-section (4) the 

levy of betterment contribution shall be de~med 
to cause harrlship if,-

(i) as a result of new canal, the prices of lands situate 
in a· commanded area has not risen by more 
th~n fifty pe_r c~n.tum o~·e~ th~ price prevaili~g 
pnor to avatlabthty of trngatwn facilities from 
such new canal. 

(ii) the permane1~t ho~dc_r ~ho having already cons
tructed prtvate 1rngatwn work, prior to the 
commencemen( of the operation of the new 
canal, on his land does not desire to avail of the 
irrigation facilities from such new canal. 

5s.D. Before. appointing the d~te under sub-section (1) Notification of 
of secuon 58-C fron1 whtch bettennent contribu- commanded 
~ion shall ?e le_vied, the State Government shall area _by State. 
tssue a nottllcatwn- Government. 

(i) specifying the commanded area defining the 
boundaries thereof; 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

appointing_ the place or places at which particulars 
of holdmgs of permanent holders whose lands 
are situated in the commailded area specified in 
clau~e (i) -can be seen; 

appointing [an officer] a Revenue Officer not below 
the rank. of a Sub-Divisional Officer (hereinafter 
referred to as the Authorisedoiiicer) w11o shall 
enquire into and determine the amount of better
ment contribution payable by each permanent 
holder: and 

specifying a date not Jess than [two]~ months 
from the date of the publication of such noti~
cation and requiring every permanent holder m 
the said area who objects to the inclusion of any 
land within the commanded area or to the 
correctness of any particulars regardin~ his 
holding to present to the Authorised Officer a 
written objection on or before such date, st~t
ing the nature of his objection and the reltef 
soug1It by him." 

5 
In section 58-E of the principal Act, for the word.~ Am~ndment of 

"benefitted area" occurring twice, th~ words "commanded area sechon 58-E. 
shall be substituted 
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6. In section 58-F of the_ principal Act, afler ·the word 
"and", the words "after giving an opportunity of being heard 
~o- the pennanent holder preferring an objection'", shall be 
Inserted. 

7· For section 58-G of (ne principal Act, the following 
section shal! be substituted, namely:-

("58-G. For the purposes. of section 58-F the Authorised 
Officer shall be deemed to be such Revenue Olficer 
as may _be prescribed and shall exercise the powers 
C'onferred on such Revenue Officer, and follow the 
procedure laid down for the purpose in the 
Madhya Pradesh Land. Revenue Code, 1n59 (20 

of 1959'~] 

"58-G. For the purposes of section 58-F, the Authorised 
Officer shall exercise the powers . conferred 
on a Revenue Officer of his grade, and 
follow the procedure laid down, for the purpose, 
in the Madhya Pradesh Land Revenue Code, 
1959 (20 of 1959), and the rules made thereunder". 

8. For section 58-H of the prin~ipal Act, the following 
sections shall be substituted, namely:-

"58-H. ( 1) After the objections, if any, preferred under 
sectiOn 58-D 'nave been disp<>Sed of, the Authoris
ed Officer shall make an order specifying-

(•) the lands (with Khasra Nos. and area) commanded 
by the new canal; 

(b) the betterment contribution payable by each per
manent holder in respect of the land specified 
under (a) above. 

(2) The order shall he notified in the prescribed manner, 
and a copy thereof shall be placed for public 
inspection at such place. or places and for such 
time, as Jnay be prescribed. 

[58-HH, Any person aggrieved by the order passed 
under section 58 H may prefer an appeal within 
sixty days from~'the date of the order to the pres
cribed authority.] 

58-HH. An appeal shall lie against every order 
passed under section 58-H to the authority com
petent to hear appeals under sub-section (1) of 
section 44 of the Madhya Pradesh Land Revenue 
Code, 1959 (20 of 1959), from an officer of the same 
grade under the said Code and the provisions of 
sub-section (2) of the said section shall thereon 
apply accordingly : 

Provided that no appeal shall be entertained unless-

(i) in the case of first appeal, it is filed within 6o days 
from the date of the order· appealed against; 
and · 
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(ii) in the case 
days from 
against: 

of second appeal, it h 1iled "'lifhin go 
the date of the order appealed 

Provided further that-

(i) in computing the period aforesaid, the time requi
site for obtaining a copy of the order appealed 
against shall be excluded; and 

(ii) the provisions of section 5 of the Limitation Act, 
1963 (No. 36 of 1963), shall apply to such 
appeals. 

sS-HHH. Subject to the orders· passed in appeal under Finality of award 
section 58-HH, the order made under section 58-H 
shall be final. 

g. For section 58-] of the principal Act, the following Substitution of 
section ·shall be substituted; namely:- section sB·J. 

"sS-J. (1) The betterment contribution under this Betterment 
chapter shall be payable to the Revenue Officers contribution 
1n the same manner as land revenue, and in de- tO be recovera
fault of payment, it shall be recoverable as arrearS ble as arrears 
of land revenue. of land revenue. 

The. amount of betterment contribution realised 
shall be fihal. ~ "" ~t.<wc~« u-~d<> ~<{ 
head as may be prescribed". 

GCPB-26os-VS-21·2-64-500. 


