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(ii) The Commission shall make a report to the Central Govern
ment on the disturbances at each place as it completes its inquiry 
in relation to that place and will be expected to complete its inquiry 
and submit its final report to the Central Government by· 30th April, 
1968. 

2. And, whereas, the Central Government is of opinion having 
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made by the Commission 
and; other circumstances of the case, that all the provisio~s of su?
secb_on (2), sub-section (3), sub-section (4), and sub-section (5) of 
section 5 of.th~ Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), should. 
be made applicable to the Commission the Central Government 
hereby directs, in exercise of the powers ~onferred by sub-section (1), 
of the said section 5, that all the provisions of sub-section (2), sub
section (3), sub-section ( 4) and sub-section (5) of that section shall 
apply to the Commission. 

SCHEDULE 
"1. 1. Ranchi-Hatia (August 22-29). 

2. Jainpur and Suchetpur (District Gorakhpur-U.P.) (Septem-
ber 24-25). · 

3. Ahmednagar (September iS). 

4. Sholapur (September 17). 

5. Malegaon (Maharashtra) (September 24). 

6. Sursand (District Muzaffarpur-Bihar) (October 13-15)." 

1.3 The time for submitting the final report was later extended 
by Government to 31st July, 1970. 

1.4'The first meeting of the Commission was held on 20th Nove~
ber, 1967 and thereafter meetings were held as and when necessary. 
In their letter No. 19/47/67-Poll.I(A) dated 30th Nove~~er, 1967, thhe 
Government of India made a request to the Comm1s~10n that t .e 
Commission should sit in private while recording eVIdence. CThis 
request was made under the proviso to rule 1A of the Ce.ntral 0h~
missions of Inquiry (Procedure) Rules 1960. Accordmg to t IS 

proviso, a request made by the Ce:1tral Go~ernment has to be dcceAii 
ed by the Commission and the request was' therefore, accepte · 
evidence was recorded in came11a. ' 

1.5 In accordance with rule 2{b) of the Central Co~missi?n\-h! 
Inquiry (Procedure) Rules, 1960, a notification was publlshed 

1~ th 
pres~ inviting al). persons acquainted with the subject-matt:~ 0 wer~ 
inqmry to furmsh a statement relating to such matters otifica
specified in the notification. The following is the text of the n 
tion:-

NOTIFICATION 
WHEREAS by the Ministry of Home Affairs Notification 

No. 19/47/67-Poll.I(A) dated the 1st November, 19.67,, the 
Central Government has appointed a Commission of Inqmry to 
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inquire into the communal disturbances that' have occurred in 
the country since the first day of A,ugust, 1967: 

NOW, THEREFORE, this notification is issued by and under 
the . order of the said Commission inviting all persons 
acquainted with the subject-matter of the inquiry to furnish 
to the Commission statements relating to the matters specified 
below:- · 
(i} "the causes and course of the communal disturbances that 

occurred in Sholapur on the 17th September, 1967; 
(ii) whether there have been other communal disturbances in 

recent years in Sholapur; 
(iii) whether there was any tension between the communities 

immediately ~receding the disturbances of 17th September, 
1967; if so, whether any information was sent to the autho~ 
rities or any attemp~ made locally to resolve the tension; 

(iv) whether there is any organisation or group in the locality 
which has fomented communal tension or directly- or 
indirectlY, created provocative situations; 

(v) · are there any places of worship, properties, customary 
festivals· or processions in the locality that tend. to create 
friction between the communities; 

(vi) has there been any attempt in the local press to raise 
communal issues in a manner that might create communal 
tension; · 

(vii) were the administrative measures taken to prevent and 
deal with the said disturbances adequate; 

(viii) was medical aid for the injured timely and adequate; 

(ix) what, in the estimate of the person furnishing the state
ment, was the extent of casualties and loss of. property; 

(x) what, in the opinion of the person furnishing the statement, 
are the measures that could be adopted to prevent the 
recurrence of such disturbances. 

2 .. Every statement fur~is~ed to the Commission should ~e 
accompanied by an affidavit m respect of the facts set out 111 

the statement and sworn by the person furnishing the state-
ment. 

3. Every person furnishing a statement shall also furnish 
to the Commission along with the statement a list of documents, 
if any, on which he pr?poses ,_..., r~l{' and forward to the Com~ 
mission wherever possible the ongmal or true copies of such 
documents as may be in his possession or power and shall state 
the name and address of the.person from whom the- :rernain1i1g 
documents may be ol;>tained. 

4. The statements should reach the office of the Commission, 
Reserve Bank Building, Second Floor, Parliament Street,- NeW 
Delhi-1; by the 31st January, 1968. 
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1.6. The notification was published 
on the dates noted against each:-

in the following newspapers. 

Times of India. Bombay 
Free Press Journal, Bombay 
[ndian Express, Bombay 
Sholapur Samachar,. Bombay 
Sanchar, ;Bombay 
Inquilab, Bombay 
Nav Bharat Times, Bombay 
Navshakti, Bombay 
Sandhyakal, Bombay 
N~vkal, Bomba?' · 

28.12.67. 
28.12.67 
29.12.68. 
27·.12.67. 
28.12.67. 
29.12.67. 
27.12.67. 
27.12.67 

30.12.67. 
29.12.67~ 

1.'7 The Government of Maharashtra was also requested to· give 
wid7 publicity to this noti,fication and to furnish the following infor
mahorr~ 

(i) brief facts regarding other communal disturbances that 
may have occurred in Maharashtra in recent years; 

(ii) whether Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Malegaon. are parti
cularly susceptible to communal disturbances; 1f so, what 
preventive measures have been taken by the State Govern-
ment; · 

(iii) what arrangements exist for the collection pf in!elli~ence 
regarding communal tensions· was there any pnor mfor
mation that communal distu;bances were likely to occur 
in Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Malegaon; 

(iv) were any U~ts of potentially dangerous persons in the 
area !flaintained; if so, were any preventive arrests made; 

(v) what' steps have been taken by the· State Government for 
the rehabilitation of the victims of the disturbances ?nd for 
restoring confidence amongst the minority community. 

1.8 On receipt of requests from persons· and organisations the 1la:~ date for receiving statements was intially extended to the 5 

February, 1968, and later, on the request of the State Government, 
to the 15th. April, 1968. · 

1.9 In response to the notification dated the 19th December, 1967, 
73 affidavitis and 13 statements were received. One, who had sent 
an affidavit, flirnishe?- two s.tatements also. Similarly. two othher7s3, who had sent affidav:1ts, furrushed a statement each. Out of t e . 
affidavits, 20 were from State -Government officials, two from. orgaru
sations and the rest from individuals. The organisations whhich se~~ 
affidavits are the Sholapur Muslim League and the Mad yavar 

1 

Ganesh Utsav Mandai, Sholapur. . · 

1.10 Among the individuals who submitted affidavits three w~re 
·connected with organisations. Orie was President of the Mushm 
Majlis-e-Mushawarat, Sholapur; one was Convenor of the Secular 
Forum Sholapur and one was Deputy President of the Madhyavar~ 
Ganesh Utsav Mandai Committee, Sholapur. 
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1.11 Out of the 13 statements. received one was from the All 
India ~ajlis Tameer-e-Millat, Hyderabad, one was from the Presi
dent, Hmdu Sabha, Sholapur, and the rest from individuals. 

. ~-~2 Out of the 53 affidavits . received from organisations and 
mdiVIduals, five were from Muslims. Similarly out of the 13 state
ments received 10 were from Muslims. 

1.13 A list of persons and organisations who furnished affidavits/ 
statem'ents will be found at Annexure I. 

1.14 All the affidavits and statements from the members of th(· 
public and organisations ~re received within the' prescribed date 
of 15th April, 1968. Similarly the affidavits. of the State Govern. 
ment officials .were also received by the prescribed ~ate excepting 
that of one officer i.vhich was receiveq on 17.4.68. The State Govern ... 
ment's statement of 'the incidents reached the Commission on 27.5.68. 

1.15 The State Government was· requested to furnish to · the 
Commission the names of organisations, groups• or individuals who 
could be ·addressed separately and- asked .to furnish information on 
the disturbances. This list was received from the State Govern
;nent on the 19th March; 1968. A revised list with complete· details 
was -also received from them on the 11th June, 1968. 

1.16 Under rule 3(1) of the Central Commissions of Inquiry (Pro
~edure) Rules, 1960, the Commission has first to record the evidence, 
1f any. produced .by the Central. Government. The Centr~l Govern
ment, howE~.Ver, intimated that they had no evidence to· prodJ,Ice 
before the Commission. 

1.17 ·All oral evidence was recorded at Poona: . In all 34 witnesses 
were examined ·of whom 21 were Government officials and the resi 
were non-offiCials. The names of witnesses examined and the dates 
')n which they w~re examip,ed .are- given in Annexure II. 

1.18 A list of documents exhibited in the course of oral evidence 
is at Annexure I\II. 

1.19 :List of documents summoned by the Commission for. persual 
is at 'Annexure IV. 

1.20 We would like to express our appreciation and gratitude to 
the. Maharashtra: Government and its officers for their full co-opera
tion and making available.a~l the material the Commission considered 
necessary for its .consideration. 



CHAP'l'ER II 

Mode of. Inquiry 

2.1 Twenty Government officials filed statements .with respect to 
the inciden~s or the steps taken. by them. Of these 19 were summon
ed for evidence. Three other· officials who had not submitted 
statements, but who, during the recording of oral evidence, were 
found to have performed duty in connection with the disturbances, 
were also summoned for oral evidence. Among the non-officials sum
mon~d w~re representatives of organisations or those who had con
nectwn With organisations and' eye-witnesses to incidents. In all, 37 
persons. were summoned for oral evidence. A list of persons whose 
oral evidence was recorded will be found at Annexure II. 

2.2 Of the Government officials summoned the Commission could 
not record the evidence of Shri v. B. Bhosle: S.I., Faujdar Chawadi 
P.S. as he was in hospital because of an accident. Sarvashri P. G. 
Kusurkar, Convenor Secular Forum Sholapur, and S. T. Hanchate, 
President, Hindu Sabha, Sholapur,' did not .turn up for evidence 
even though the summons had been served on them. Annexure V 
g~ves t~e list of persons who, though summoned, did not appear to 
give evidence. 

2.3 Rule 5 of the Central Commissions of !Inquiry (ProcedlU'e) 
Rule~, .1960, provides for the representation of persons by a legal 
pracbtwner. The rule is in these words:-

"The Central Government, every person: ~eferred to in 
rule 4 and with the permission of the Commisswn, a!ly other 
person whose evidence is recorded under rule 3-
(a) may cross-examine a witnes; other than a witness 

produced by it or him; 

(b) may address the court; and 

(c) may be represented before the Commissio~ ~y a legal 
practitioner or, with the consent of the CommiSSIOn, by any 
other person." 

2.4 The right to be represented by a legal practitioner is, it would 
appear, given to the' Central Government and to such persons to 
whom notice is issued under rule 4 which reads thus:-

"If, at any stage of the inquiry the Commission-

(a) considers it necessary to inquire into the conduct of any 
person; or 

(b) ,is of the ~pinion that the reputation. of a?Y person is likely 
to be preJudicially affected by the mqu1ry, 

6 
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the Commission shall give to that person a reasonable oppor
tunity of being heard in the inquiry and to produce evidence 
in his defence." 

2.5 Any other person whose evidence is recorded under section 3 
included other witnesses ~ppearing · before the Commission and so 
anyone of them could cross-examine the witnesses other than those 
examined by himself and be represented by a· legal practitioner only 
with the permission of the Commission. The. Central Government 
did not exercise its right to be represented by a legal practitioner .. 
The inquiry was in camera. The possibility of a person examined 
requesting permission to cross-examine other witnesses and be re
presented· by . a legal practitioner implied the presence of the person 
concerned throughout the proceedings of the Commission and ·seek
ing the permission of the court for cross-examining any wit~ess at 
any stage of the proceedings. To keep such a possibility· open would 
have rendered the proceedings in camera futile and it was, therefore, 
decided by the Commission that no legal practitioner would be 
allowed to any person examined as a witness. The Commission 
issued no .notice under rule 4 to any person and, therefore, no rig~t 
accrued in favour of any person to be represented by a legal practi
tioner. In the result no counsel appeared for anyone before the 
Commission. 

2.6 Copies· of written statements filed by persons in response to 
the notice issued under rule 2 were not supplied to the other persons 
filing written statements. It was further decided by the Commission 
not to recognise any person as a party to the proceedings. There 
were no parties to the proceedings. The Commission was just to 
collect evidence and probe into the matter referred to it under the 
terms of its appointment. 



CHAPTER ill 

Scope of· Inquiry 

3.1 We deCided not to record. evidence about every incident 
which took place duririg the disturbances or to record evidence 
about any incident in gre~t detail.. We recorded tl?-e evidence which 
in our opinion was sufficient to giVe us. a cle!ir p1ctur~ ?i how the 
disturbances started, how they· spread m vanous locahhes and be
tween members of the different· commu~ities on the 17th of Sep
tember.· We did not concern ourselves w1th the actual culprits tak
ing part in the incident~ .. That is left for the in~estigating agency 
and for the courts. Sm~Ilarly, w_e. record~d evidence .. about the 
action taken ?Y the pubhc a~thont~es pr~Vlous to the commence
ment of the disturbances anp. m deahng w1th them as a whole. · 



PART II 

CHAPTER I 

Evidence 

1:1 Sixty-six ~ffidavits, and written statements were re.ceived 
from non-officials. Of these, 15 were from Muslims. . Six of them 
filed written. statements about. the Joss they sustained on account 
of looting of. their shops. One of them was a government servant 
who alleged that though he was ab!?olutely innocent, he was arrest
ed by the ,Police and was suspended by his~ department. Two of 
them made allegations against the Police· in connection with .its 
~utering their. houses ·after the incident at Purijab Talim, beating 
them and arresting them. One made a statement more or less on 
the_ lines of the Hindu version of the incident. The eleventh is not 
an eye-witness. These . .11 persons were not . summoned. 

1.2 The other four persons were summoned. They \vere Shri 
M. K. Tabib, President, Muslim League, Sholapur; Shri Rahim 
Quraishi, Executive Men;1ber; All· India Majlis · Tameer-e-Millet ·and 
Editor,. Printer and PuBlisher of the weekly ~Shaoor' issue_d from 
Hyderabad; .Shri Abdul S.attar, Mohd. · Hussain. Jamada:r. and Shri 
I. R. Tanksal.1 ~oiw of tliese "o/itn,esses is an eye-:witness to any in
cident. It is felt from this that no Muslim who was present at any 
of the inCidents cared to submit his version of theincident to the 
Commission. · 

1.3 We got a complaint from Shri M. K. Tabib, President, Muslim 
League, Sholapur about the Police approaching persons. in .Sholapur 
for copies of their statements which would be sent by them. to the 
Commission. Its contents are. quoted below :-

''!_had already sent my statement regarding the recent riot 
that took place hi Sholapur. On learning this the local police 
had repeatedly asked me to give them .a copy.· On my refusal 
the .attitude ot police has changed towards me. Other per
sons who wa·nted to submit their statements were in a way 
threatened by the local police and lienee ·persons are afraid 
to send their statements. On the contrary 'the local police has 
prepared one general draft which it 'is suspected was prepared 
after censoring the statements already sent to the Commis
sion and favourable to police and Hindus and quite contrary 
to the true facts and the same are being sent to the Commis
sion through so called leader~. of such Hindus who are actu
ally the persons that were the causes for the riot. All the 
· expenses and draft etc. were made by the police arid the police 
took these persons in the police vans and got the affidavits 
etc. As a matter of fact the· statements submitted after 31st 
January ·1968 are the products of police brain.. From these 
·circumstances it is very clear that the local police and Hindus 



10 

are of one mind and· the police officers are Hindu community. 
It is also requested that inquiry in this respect is very essen
tial. Moreover myself and other Muslims who have sent state
ments to the Commission apprehend that the local police is 
likely to harass us.'' 

1.4 Subsequently an Express Telegram dated the 22nd February, 
1968 ~rom Home special, Bombay requested further extension of 
time for sending information and for submitting statement by offi
cials/non-officials, organisations etc. to the Commission for further 
period of one month. The State Government was then informed 
that it was not required to collect and furnish to the Commission 
documents from non-official organisations, that the Commission has 
received a letter dat~d the 14th February, 1968 from the President 
of the Muslim League, Sholapur, complaining that he and other 
Muslims are being repeatedly asked by the police to furnish copies 
of the statements, submitted by them to the Commision. 

1.5 Most of the statements received expressed practically iden
tical versions of a particular incident. We, therefore, put some re
levant questions to the witnesses who appeared before us. 

1.6. Shri M. K. Tabib has deposed :-

"I was questioned by the Police at the time the memoran
dum was called for whether I would be sending a memorandum 
to the Commission. I replied in the affirmative. I was then 
asked to provide a copy to the Police. I did not give any copy 
to the Police and they too did not ask for a copy from me 
later. P.S.I. Tasgaonkar had questioned me about the sub
mission of my memorandum to the Commission.'• 

1.7 Another witness, Dr. M. J. Chidgupkar, however, has de
posed:-

"On the 12th February, 1968 P.~.I. Tasgaonkar came to me 
and enquired about the facts I kriew of the incident of the 
17th September, 1967, I made a statement. He took it do\\=n. 
Before taking my statement he had enquired from me whe
ther I would like to send my statement to the Commission. 
He took my statement on expressing my willingness to send 
my statement. · 

On going through that stateme~t I found that the state
ment contained incidents which I d1d not know and I struck 
them out. He then prepared copies and came again with that 
and I told him that this was correct. Magistrate Tangi was 
present at that time I read out the first page and signed them 
before him. Then he gave me a copy of the statement and he 
told me not to speak about this statement. I did not myself 
send a copy of the statement to the Commission. It was sent 
by Tasgaonkar or by some other person. Tasgaonkar told me 
that he had been· taking the statements from other persons of 
the .city also. The ~tamp paper. of my statement was provi.d
ed by Tasgaonkar. The affidavit was stamped by the Magis
trate in my presence.'' 
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. 1.8 Sub-Inspector Verma alias Tasgaonkar gave a different ver
swn and deposed :-

"Dr. ~hidgupkar is my.family doctor. He just spoke to me 
about his statement. He was an eye-witness of. the Kadari 
Mosque incidents. He prepared his own statement. He did not 
give it to me for fair typing or _sending it to the Commission." 

1.9 We prefer Dr. Chidgupkar's statement to that of Sub-Inspector 
Tasgaonkar. 

1.10 Another witness K. L. Bajpai at first stated that he himself 
prepared his statement, got it typed, purchased stamp paper worth 
65 paise and wrote his affidavit on it but ultimately admitted that 
h~ did not pay anything for the. stamp paper and the stamps affixed, 
and that they were supplied by the officer to whom he delivered 
his statement. He further deposed: 

·"I now recollect that some lean and thin person took my 
statement. I made a verbal statement. He wrote it down. 
Later he called me to his office which is a few rooms away 
from the room where I had delivered the affidavit. He then 
showed me this typed copy. I went through the first page 
and then signed it, taking it ~o be the correct record of what 
I had stated to that person. I left a copy of this signed state
ment with that officer. He gave one copy of this statement 
to me." 

1.11 Shri R. Y. Patil has deposed :-
"Before I sent my statement to the Commission I was ex

amined by S. I. Vidhate four or five days after the incidents. 
No other officer took my statement. I -yvrote out my statement 
and had it typed by Bhalerao, bond wnter. I gave him Rs. 5/· 
in all. He provided the stamp p~per. 

I wrote out the affidavit myself and then directed Bhalerao 
to take the papers and do the needful. . · 

I do not remember the name of the person who identified 
me before the Magistrate.'' 

1.12 Three witnesses Sarvashri Oname, Bhalerao and Tandale, 
however deposed that they themselves prepared the statements and 
did not 'make any statement for the Commission before any other 
officer. 

1·.13 Further, most of· the statements by the Police officers and 
other persons about the incidents. on a~y p~rticular matter with 
which they have to deal are practically Identical: This identity is 
explained from the statements of the S.P. and Sub-Inspector Varma 
alias Tasgaonkar. 

1.14 The S.P. has deposed in this connection:-
"When the notification for submitting affidavits before the 

Commission appeared in the newspapers, I got prepar-ed state
ment of facts from the records of the various Police Stations 
and whenever any officer . of the ~alice Department or any 
other person reqmred any mformahon, he was given access to 
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the prepared statements of facts. Accounts of the: incidents 
over past few days of the disturbances have appeared in the 
various papers with comments about the pr~-planning etc. 
These may account for the · similarity . of· .expressions in the 
various statements and affidavits." 

1.15 Wheri w~ asked for· a copy of the note ·of facts prepared by 
the Superintendent of Police and made available to the Police Offi
cers, the Commission Office contacted both the Superintendents of 
Police, i.e., Shri Dravid who was the Superintendent of Police at the 
time of the incident and his successor who happened to be at Poona. 
and the Commission Office not~ states:-

";Both · the S.Ps. came to the office here and from the dis-
. cussion with them it transpired that :p.o special note was pre
pared· and· circulated to the. Police Officers for helping them 
in the drafting of their statements to the Commission. From 
the records available in the· S.P's office anq the reports on the 
incidents in that office all the, junior police officers were sup
plied with,factual and background information as they asked 
for, for preparing the statements." 

1.16 Shri. S. B.. Gundi states iri his written· statement:-
"All these facts have been published in the local papers.:· 

1.17 Sub-Inspector M. S. Varma alias Tasgaonkar has· depose~:-
"So far as the written statements of junior oro.cers are con

cerned, these are based on the personal knowledge of the offi. 
cers plus such factual information as was supplied to them by 
the SP's office. The police did not contact non-officials. 

My office functioned as a liaison office and people who 
cared to consult us in· preparing their written statements got 
assistance as a result of the publication of the Commission's 
notification in the two local newspapers 'Samachar• and 
'Sanchar'." 

1.18 Sub-Inspector Khandekar has deposed:-
·''I have prepared every word of this a.ffidavit ~yself. I was 

Police Sub-Inspector at Salgarvasti Pollee -~~abo~ from 28th 
October, 1965. · I was at Bandobast duty durmg 1966 Muhar,. 
ram procession'·and thus know about it. I have stated in 
genernl about the communal trouble in Sholapur on the basis 
of the statements made by the peopl,e. ~ made enquiries about 
the communal riots from the Officer-m-Charge of the City 
Police Station, Sholapur. I visited all. o_ther Police Stations 
in Sholapur city and made similar enqmnes as I was .to make 
an affidavit. I have been Sub-Inspector for the last s1x y~ars. 
I do not know that the. affidavits are made on the bas1s ot 

h " personal knowledge and not on earsay. 

1.19 Jamadar R. M. Jahagirdar of Special Branch has deposed:
."! did not get a statement of facts from .the S.P's Office. 

Neither the two Sub-Inspectors of th~ Special Branch gave, 
me any such note. I prepared my wntten statement on the 
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basis of my own personal knowledge and on other informa
tion collected by me." 

1.20 District Magistrate has ~tated :-:-;-
"O~ly the Executive Magistrate at Punjab Talim submit

ted a written report of what happened'there,·as he had ordered 
firing. No other Executive Magistrate submitted any ·writt~n 
repo~t, After 'the event 'we gathered the officers and had col
lected ari account of what happened at each place and pre-
pared a note, about it." · 

.1.21 Sub-Inspector Ashtekar has stated: 
.. "I hav~ made the statements in my written statement about 

the incidents of 1966 and 1967 on the basis of what I have read 
in the papers and what I have found irom the permanent 
police records. I consulted the permanent police records as I 
had to give an affidavit. No general instructions were issued 
from the Police Department to officers as to how to prepare 
the statements. to be forwarded to the Commission or to look 
up polic~ record. No meeting 9f the officers concerned was 
.helP.. to consider -what steps should be taken to prepare the 
affidavits. 

I prepared the statementand had it typed at my P.S., went 
before a Magistrate for swearing the affidavit and sent it to 
the Commission. I paid for the stamps etc. I did not get 
the amount from the Government. 

The. work of collecting the affidavits and statements was 
not entrusted to Sub-Inspector· Tasgaonkar." 

1.22 :r'he overall impression that we get from the evidence is 
that some sort of ·approach was mad~ by the police· to secure the 
statements of .witnesses and that some persons at least -were pro
vided with stamp papers .etc. for the statements and affidavits. It 
is not clear to us as to which agency-Government or non-official 
·met .the cost of stamps and st.amped paper used by the deponents. 

1.23 According to the foregoing sta.terrients of, the Police Officers 
. and others, the Police took a !ot of m~erest _in seeing that proper 
statements were made by all. witnesses, mcludmg non-officials based 
on the police records. This m;due interest in the preparation' of affi· 
davits by officials or non-officials on the part of the Police was ob
jectionable. It would be considered objectionable even in the case 
of non-official organisations. 



CHAPTER II 

·Events of the 17th September, 1967 in General 

2.1 Disturbances occurred at Sholapur on the 17th September, 
1967 during the passage of the procession on the immersion day of 
the Ganapati festival which lasted f!om the 7th September to th.e 
17th September, 1967. The Ganapab festival of 1967 was the 75tn 
·festival since its institution and was called the Amrit Mahotsava. 
In view of the special occasion the number of Ganapatis installed 
in the 'city was much larger than it used to be in the previous years 
and the processionists also were in much ·larger numbers. Elaborate 
Police arrangements were made for the occasion to pass off peace
fully. 

2.2 The various items of the festival included the installation 
ceremony of the Ganapatis in various parts of the city by the various 
Mandals. Each Mandai had its own committee. Members and resi
dents of· a particular area purchase the Ganapati idol and accom
pany it in procession with music to, their respective pandals where 
the idols are installed. There 'arti' is performed in the morning 
and in the evening and cultural programmes such as lectures, 
dramas, bhajans etc., are arranged for the benefit of the people in 
the locality. 

2.3 The festival was managed by the Madhyavarti Ganesh Utsava 
Mandai since 1949. This Mandai used to organise the festival in a 
systematic manner and was also to ensure that the immersion day 
procession of all the public images was conducted in an orderly 
manner. The Mandai had about 100 volunteers who used to accom
pany the immersion day procession. The expenses of the Mandai 
were met ·from subscription raised from the public. 

2.4 In 1954 the Madhyavarti Ganesh Utsava Mandai framed a 
constitution under which the Mandai had an elected President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer and an Advisory Executive Com
mittee. These committee members ensured· that the right to play 
music in front of the mosques was exercised and that proper liaison 
was maintained between the public and the government officials. 

~.5 The local authorities, in view of the previous communal his
tory of the city, took a number of precautionary measures for the 
'maintenance of peace and order during the period of the festival 
as communal riots did take place sometimes during this festival· and 
especially during the passage of the Ganapati procession by the 
mosques. 

2.6 The various measures taken, were :-
(a) The District Magistrate issued orders under section 37(1) 

(b) (c)(f) of the Bombay Police Act prohibiting carrying 
of arms, swords etc. 

14 
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(b) The S.P. issued an order under section 36 of the Bombay 
Police Act regulating conduct of procession and route of 
ropcession during Ganapati festival. 

(c) The Addl. District Magistrate issued a 'Jahirnama' con
taining gist of prohibitory orders under Sees. 33, 36 and 37 
of the Bombay Police Act issued by the competent autho
rities. 

(d) The District Magistrate appointe:! Executive Magistrates 
at Sholapur at strategic points for the purpose of main

tenance of law and order. 

(e) The District Magistrate formed a Peace Committee of 
MPs, MLAs and other prominent persons from Hindu and 
Muslim communities of Sholapur under Goverment orders. 

(f) The S.P. addressed Madhyavarti Ganesh Utsava Mandai 
members. The members agreed to undertake the respon
sibility of organising Ganapati festival and immersion pro
cession in a systematic manner by observing various pro
hibitory orders. They also agreed to depute their volun
teers corps for the "immersion day procession and to co
ordinate the working of the different Public Ganapati 
Committees in different mohallas. 

(g) A new system of issuing Police passes for different Man
dais for installation of Public Ganapati idols was intro
duced. 

(h) Two uniformed Policemen were paste~ round the clock 
at each public Ganapati idol throughout the festival. to 
prevent any desecration or mishap. 

(i) A special squad of task force was deputed to detect_pro
hibition cases during the Ganapati Festival to weed out 
nuisance by drunkards and mischief-mongers during the 
cultural programmes dur~ng the festival.~ Dy. S.P., Task 
Force Kolhapur supervised the operations under the 
order~ of the D.I.G.P., P.R.. Kolhapur. 97 prohibition 
cases were detected from 6th September, 1967 to 17th 
September 1967 and 32 perso~s were arrested. 

(j) A special L.I.B .. scJ:Ieme for collecting intelligence was .set 
up in the district and was manned by S.I. and varymg 
strength of H.Cs. and :P. Cs. at four centres viz., Akkaikot, 
Barsi, Pandharpur and Kurduwadi. Similar arrangements 
were made for Sholapur City where important ch0wkie.s 
were given additional ,strength for L.I.B. work alone; 

(k) Adequate bandobast was pro~ded at important chowks, 
.cross roads, places of . worshtp, mandirs and masjids. 
Mobile patrolling was arranged. · 

(1) 69 goondas and anti-social communal elements (38 Mus
lims and 31 Hindus) were arrested under Sec .. 151/Cr. P.C. 

' . . 

(m) Liaison was maintajned between . the Peace Committee 
· and Madhyavarti GaPesh Utsava Mandai. · 

~105 H.A. 
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(n) The local_press 'Samachar', 'Sanchar' and press reporters 
were spec1al1y requPsted to create healthy atmosphere in 
the town during the festival particularly. · 

(o) An appeal was issued by the Peace Committee requesting 
public in general to celebrate the festival peacefully. 

(p) Strong barricades were erected in front of the Punjab 
Talim and Khatik Mosques, which were on the route of 
the procession and were vulnerable from communal view
point, to guard against any mischief. 

(q) Plain clothes men were posted on the house-tops of the 
Muslim pockets on the route of the procession, i.e., (a) 
Punjab Talim, (b) Bagwan Galli, (c) Manik Chowk, (d) 
Khatik Mosque and (e) in Baba Kadri Mosque area though 
it was not on the route of procession. 

2.7 The manpower deployed for the immersion day bandobast 
was as follows :-

DIG SP Dy.SP Pis. PSis Men 

District I I 3 s 27 s69 

S.R.P. 3 ·6 190 

TOTAL I I 3 8 33 7S9 

2.l:S ln addition lCO Home Guards and three Home Guards Offi
cers wer~ utilised for routine duty at the Police Station in the city. 

2.9 The first Ganapati in the procession is known as 'Deshrnukh' 
Ganapati and the last is the 'Ajoba' Ganapati. The other GanapaUs 
take their place in between the two. 

2.10 The procession starts from Hajti Mai Chowk and returns after 
passing through Mulay Chowk, Jikriya Hotel, Choupad, Punjab Talim 
Mosque, Mallikarjun Temple, Bali Ves, Chati Galli, Mangalwar 
Police Chowky, Sara£ Katta. Middle Maruti, Manik Chowk, Kasba 
Police Chowky and Khatik Masjid. On return to Haju Mai Chowk 
the procession proceeds to Ganapati Ghat where all the Ganapatis' 
excepting the Ajoba Ganapati, are immersed in , the Siddheshwar 
Tank. The Ajoba Ganapati is taken back to its destination via 
Laxmi Market, Vijapur Ves and Shradhanand Talim. 

2.11 On this long route of about ~wo miles lie two mosques, the 
Punjab Talim Mosque and the Khabk Mosque. 

212 The procession is accompanied with musical instruments like 
Shahanai brass band, halgi etc. Reli~ious slogans are shouted. Gym. 

stic fe~ts like 'Dandpatta', Pyramids, lezim drills etc. are p~rform. 
~ by members of the. different mandals at important. ch?wks. Gulal 

. nd parched r1ce are thrown on the process10msts. 
COlDS, ll 
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2.13 Disturbances occurred when the procession passed the Pun· 
jab Talim Mosque and the Khatik Mosque. Disturbances also took 
place in the lane in front of Baba Kadri Mosque which is not on 
the route of the procession but has been a trouble spot in the past 
and is at a distance of about a furlong from the Punjab Talim Mosque. 

2.14 Besides the disturbances which took place at these three 
places during the onward march o~ the procession, a slight disturb
ance also took place near the Kha~tk-Mos~ue when some o~ the pro· 
cessionists were returning after tmmersmg the Ganapatis. 



CHAPTER m 
Events at Punjab Talim 

3.1 Reference to the plan (Annexure VI) will be helpful in ap
preciating the evidence about the incidents at Punjab Talim. 

3.2 The Ganapati procession on the 17th September, 1967 con
sisted of about 300 Ganapatis. Sub-Inspector Ashtekar with 20 con
stables was at the head of the Ganapati procession. The procession 
started from Haju Mai Chowk at about 3 P.M. and the head of the 
procession reached the same place after covering the route at about 
6-30 P.M. Sub-Inspector Ashtekar remained standing there till about 
9-25 P.M. when he learnt of the trouble at the Punjab Talim Mosque. 
Dy. S. P. Ghorpade, certain other officers and he then proceeded 
towards the Punjab Talim. According to him, when he reached the 
Punjab Tahm Mosque, no trouble was taking place there and the 
Ajoba Ganapati was passing. 

3.3 D:I.G. Thorat was at the Punjab Talim from 3 P.M. that day. 
What happened there is described by him thus :-

"At about 8-30 P.M. the D.A.V. College Ganapati procession 
arrived. The Ganapati stood in front of the verandah at the 
south eastern end of Punjab Talim Mosque and the College 
processionists extended a little beyond the gate of the Mosque. 
After their arrival the boys began to shout slogans. They 
shouted abusive slogans like "PAKISTAN MURDABAD•l 
"AYUB KHAN MURDABAD" I "HINDUSTHAN HINDUONKA 
NA KISI KE BAPKA". They shouted these slogans for fifteen 
minutes. They stood for sometime and they moved up and 
down. The College boys did not actually pass the Punjab 
Talim Mosque gate. We, the members of the Mandai and the 
Peace Committee tried to push them on. The students did: 
not move on but' they changed their slogans to abusive slo
gans. This shouting of abusive slogans went on for about 
fifteen minutes. There was no provocation from anyone to 
the boys to change their slogans; they chan;ged the slogans 
on their own. Just as the first round of abusive slogans were 
shouted, there commenced light stone throwing with pebbles 
and very small stones. The abusive slogans continued but we 
tried to push them on as also push o~ the Ganapati forward 
but \Ye did not succeed for fifteen mmutes. The number of 
college boys in the procession was about 800 and there was a 
fairly large number of other people. There was no throwing 
of pebbles soon after their arrival but the pebbles 
were thrown at the start of the abusive slogans. At 
about 8-50 P.M. we decided to push them on and succeeded in, 
forcibly pushing them on. In this me~bers of the Mandai and· 
the Peace Committee helped the pollee. When these slogans. 

18 



19 

were going on I made a show of force by calling up the re
serve police· and other· constab.~es' and posting in front' and 
behind and on the flanks of, the processionists. The proces
sion moved on at about 8"-50· P.M. 

When the boys were about tq leave Zainuddin and. B~k· 
shubai left that place with. some excitement. At that time 
stone throwing with some in;tensity started. By the tii:ne 
Zainuddin and· Bakshubai left, the~ College boys had moved 
on farther than the gate of the Punjab Talim Mosque and 
then the stone thro-wing started. The boys stopped shouting 
.a:1;1d they passed by Punjab Talim Mosque and they moved. fast 
on account of the stone throwing. The small pebbles thrown 
first came from the first' floors of the houses nearby the Pun
jab Talim Mosque. Stones, brickbats, soda water bottles,. old 
utensils, etc., were also thrown. from the houses. The Jail Road 
Ganapati arrived in front of the Punjab Talim Mosque about 
9 P.M. When the Jail Road Gariapati came, a big stone was 
thrown at Bhima Shankar Nivarati, constable, by someone. 
He was standing near the electric pole. About the same time 
the Muslims shouted slogans like: "PAKISTAN ZINDABAD", 
"AYUB KHAN ZINDABAD''. · The Muslims did not shout 
these slogans during the period when the college boys shout
€d slogans. There was also a slogan "DIN DIN DIN PAKIS
TAN ZINDABAD". These may be two slogans which might 
have been mixed up in shouting. The stone throwing and 
slogans shouting went on fqi another ten minutes. When the 
stone hit Bhima Shanknr I was somewhere on the side of the 
street opposite to the electric pole and looking north. I heard 
people say that this was. done after receipt of a signal from 
Zainuddin and Bakshuba1 .. Some· ~esponsible persons further 
told mE: that they had run away vta the Zainuddin Lane and 
that he told the people to go ahead and that he would see. 
When these stone throwing and slogan shouting increased 
and when I saw several persons V~~ith. bleeding injuries I asked 
Dy. S.P. Pawar to approach the Mag~strate and obtain orders 
for opening fire. Dy. S.P. Pawar obtamed the necessary orders 
from the Magistrate at about .9-15 P.M. and arranged for ooen
ing of fire by Constable S~ryavansh.i. The constable :fired 
from the turning of the Qaz1 Lane With the street. He fired 
five times at the first floors of House Nos. 560 and ·467 (457). 
The doors. of the ground floors of the houses were clos~~ 
some stones might have been dropped over the compound w~~ 
as· well but most of the sto:r;tes came from the first floor~;/ of 
the houses. 

Constable Suryavanshi fired! five rounds. Wberi he · was 
firing he was hit by a brick as a result of which he fell dow.:. 
When he was fallin~ down Dy~ S.P. Pawar took the rifle from 
the Constable's. hand.' and ~red one shot. The firing ceased at 
9"-25 P.M.· The· situation qmetened thereafter.'' 

3.4 His- version finds support' from the other statements made by 
witnesses before us· and the· statementc:: made iri. the ·written state~ 
ments submitted by others to the Commission.. 
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3.5 There is only some slight variation in the statement~ of a few 
witnesses in regard to. the students of the D.A V. College shouting 
the aforesaid abusive slogans and about the light throwing of stones 
by the persons fr:om the first floors of the houses on the procession of 
the students when the abusive· slogans started .. Most of the state
ments support D.I.G. Thorat's version that the students did shout 
abusive slogans on being pushed to move forward and that the shout
ing of such slogans led to light throwing of small stones and pebbles 
-at the students. 

3.6 There is unanimity in the statements of all the witnesses de
posing about the incident at the Punjab Talim that the moment the 
Jail Ganapati reached the P.unjab Talim Mosque, a big stone was 
thrown at . Constable Bhima Shankar Nivarati and that simultane
ously· the Muslims shouted slogans like 'PAKISTAN ZINDABAD', 
'AYUB KHAN ZINDABAD', 'DIN DIN DIN PAKISTAN ZINDABAD' 
and that stone throwing increased. 

3.7 There is also unanimity in the statements about the stone 
throwing starting after. Zainuddin, a member of the Peace Com
mittee and Bakshubai, who were present at the Punjab Talim, left 
the place. There is some evidence that stone thro\\ing started after 
these persons had given some signal. D.I.G. Tho rat has deposed:-

"I heard people say that this was done (stone was thrown 
at Bhima Shankar Nivarati) after receipt of a signal from Zain
uddin and Bakshubai. · Some responsible persons further told 
me that theyhad run away via the Zainuddin Lane anrl that 
he told the peopl£7 to go ahead and that he would see.'' 

3.8 Shri S. M. Dhanshetti, Chairman, Central Ganesh Utsava 
Mandai, who was at the Punjab Talim between 8 and 9-30 P.M. 
states :-:-

"I take it that going out ofZainuddin and Bakshubhai were 
a signal to the Muslims for pelting stones. I do not think 
that the Muslims might have started pelting. stones on losing 
their patience on hearing such slogans because such slogans 
were being shouted by the small children only." .. 

3.9 Jamadar Naikwadi of Sp~cml Branch sta.tes:-
. "About half an hour or 45 ·minutes before the start ·:'If pelting 
of stones Zainuddin came to me on the ro0f and asked me to 
go down as the College boys, noticing me t.ltere, were shouting 
more slogans. I told him that I could rwt leave my post 
without the orders of my superiors." 

3.10 Shri · Bhosale, the Magistrate, has stated in the written state-
ment:-:-

"The students continued shouting the objectionable slogans 
and at 8.45 P.M. Shri Zainuddin Abdul Rahiman, a member of 
the Peace Committee and Shri M. Bakshubhai ... a prominent 
person in the locality, who were stand~ng iust near me and 
the D. I. G. disappeared suddenly. Durmg the time when the 
students were shouting obiectionable slogans, r ·marked ·that 
both the above persons to be restless and moving here and 
there and murmuring something." 



a,ll He deposed before us:-
"I 'did not ·expect anything on account ·of the restlessness 
shown by these people 'wheri they disappeared. Partly that 
might have been due to the annoyance at the shouting of the 
vulgar slogaus by· the· students. . After the disturbances start
ed I thougt.t their ·conduct was due to there being some cons
piracy about it. I did not interpret their mere going away 
!rom the platform a signal for the starting of ·the .. trouble. 
Before going away Zainuddin took off his cap and clapped 
wit.h it and went away. I do not think that that was a sort of 
a signal for the trouble to start." 

3.12 Sub-Inspector Tasgaonkar of Special Branch deposed:
"Shri Zainuddin waved the Gandhi cap and disappeared from 
the platform and Shri Bakshubhai was amidst the procession
ists. He too disappeared. 
Stone pelting started within five minutes of the waving of 
thP. cap and their disappearance." 

3.13 Shri Zainuddin and Shri Bakshubhai were prosecuted by the 
Police and tried in Sessions case No. 50 of 1968 by the Sessions Judge, 
Sholapur. They wete convicted of the offences u/s 120B, and 323 
read with s. 114 and s. 295 read with s. 114 of I. P. C. 

3.14 The Court held that-

(1) an ur.lawful assembly was formed near the Punjab Talim 
to attack the Ganapati. immersion procession; 

(2) the criminal conspiracy was hatched, the common object 
of which was to attack the Ganapati procession with 
stone3 brick-bats and soda-water bottles and to cause 
hurt t~ the processionists and other persons, who were 
engaged in keeping Ganapati idols; 

(3) they wer the ring leaders and had switched on the attack 
on the procession; and 

(4) Zainuddin and Bakshubhai were enraged by the filthy 
slogans given by the College students and as they ·had 
already collected their henchmen near the Punjab Talim, 
in case of emergency, they had asked their followers to 
start the· attack. rr:his show~ that they were parties to 
the. crimjnal conspiracy, which was formed then and 
there the common object of which was to attack the 
Ganapati immersion procession;· damage the idols and 
cause hurt to the processionists. 

3.15 · Shri Pawar, by. S. P., Task. Force, was the supervisor in 
charge and was posted at Punjab Talim. The force under him con
sisted of one Inspector (Shri Bhonsle of S. R. P.), three Sub-Inspec
tor!'~ from city (Sarvashri Pargunde, Joshi and another), one Sub
Inspector of the S. R. P .. 31. men from S.- R. P., ei_ght· men from 
Pollee Stations and ten plain clothes men of the L.I.B. 
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3.16 The Policemen were scattered along. the route. Only a few 
plainclothes men were near the mosque. He describes the opera
tion of 'show of force' and its effect thus:-

"D. I. G. asked me to get more men. He thought that the 
presence of more men would act as 'show of force' for the 
boys to behave. But the arrival of extra force did not create 
any impression on the boys, so we actually pushed the Col
lege Ganapati onwards." 

3.17 He states further regarding the conduct of the College boys 
and the stone throwers:-

"A few pebbles fell in the area nearabout Qazi Galli. I then 
asked the boys to stop shouting the objectionable slogans and 
they stoppP.d shouting and then asked them to move ahead. 
The 1·equest for stopping stone throwing had no effect. The 
stone throwing continued and the tempo of .stone throwing 
increased when the Police came in front of the mosque." 

3.18 Shri Pawar also deposed about the damage cau.sed by the 
proces.sionists after the stone throwing started. He stated:-

"During the period of the raid (riot) some of the procession· 
ists had set fire to a tin shed in House No. 45G and some shops 
on the other si:le of the street. The Policemen started extin
guishing the fire. The fire brigade was sent for. It also helped 
in extingujshing the fire." 

3.19 The mjscrennts could not be arrested as the houses were set 
on fire during the stone throwing and the Police were busy in deal
ing with the processionists. 

3.20 Shri Pawnr'~> further statement is that after the situation 
quietened down after the firing, the Police succeeded in arresting all 
the persons from the houses in the area. They were all males above 
the age of 19 years. Seven or eight of them were wearing sarees. 
possibly to avoid arrests. 

3.21 SuL-Inspector Pargunde was at the Punjab, Talim from 
10-3J A.M. on the l 7th September, 1957. He describes. the deployment 
of the force at the 'Punjab Talim thus:-

"There were 31 S. R. P. Constables and 8 District Police Conf':
tHbles in nlaii1clothes. 'l'he Police force was spread out on aU 
f::ides of the Ptmjab Talim Mosque. There was 1 Head Consta
ble and 4 Constables in front of the mosque. 

About '19 Constables were on duty along the road in front ~f 
the mosque. All the officers, viz., Dy. S. P. Pawar, S. Is .. PatU 
and Chajjuram and myself, were also in front. 

Ahout 15 mert of the Madhyavarti Ganesh Utsav Mandai and 
~0111~ members of the Peace Committee were mamng up ancf 
down·the road in front of the Puniab Talim. None was seated 
in the platform at' the Punjab Talim." · 
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3.22 He states:-

"When the D.A.V. College students procession had passF>d in 
front of House No. 457 and the Jail Road Ganapati was in 
front of the Punjab Talim Mosque, stone pelting started from 
.the houses lNos. 561 and 562) opposite to the Punjab Talim 
Mosque. N c. stone pelting was done on the procession of the 
D. A. V. College students." 

3.23 Later on he stated:-

"The stone throwing started in the first instance from House 
No. 457 and houses opposite this house. The lit one throwing 
was done on the College procession and the fwf'l small Gana
pati processi('lnf> behind it. When the Jail Road Police Gana
pati proces::>icn reached near the Punjab Talim Mosque, the 
stone throwing started from houses, namely, 560, 561, and 562, 
and houses 4ol and 482. The stone throwers were also shout
ing slogans 'Pakistan Zindabad, Ayub Zindabad'. The stone 
throwing continued for about 30-40 minutes. The stone throw
ing stoppt>d when shots were fired. About 55 people got injur
ed in the incident near the Punjab Talim Mosque. About 20 of 
them were Policemen. Lights went off at abo.ut 9 P.M. I was 
then sent to i.he back of the mosque. I went to the back of 
the mosque. There was stone throwing from house tops 
there too. Two Constables were posted there. The stone 
throwing stopped and then I returned to the front of the 
mosque. The lights went off and remained so for a period of 
about 12 minutes. I cannot say whether the lights went off 
a:; a result of switching off the main switch or as a result of 
current failure." 

3.24 Jamadar Jahagirdar of the Special Branch states:-

"Severe stone pelting followed after the persons shouted 
"Nara-e-Takbir", "Allah-ho-Akbar", "Pakistan Zindabad"' 
and "Ayub Khan Zindabad". Stones, brick-bats and soda 
water bottles .vere thrown. When the severe stone throwing 
started on the people in the procession, they began to flee. Th<J 
processionists fled · away along· the street or along the lanes 
branching off from the main street.H 

3.25 He further deposes about a Ganapati followin~ Ajoba Gana-
pati and states:-

"Five or six minutes after the Aioba Ganapati had passed the 
Punjab '!~lim, Shri S~ankar Lonari :=tnd some other perso~Js 
came dnvmg a cart w1th a Ganaoab and went aloniZ th~ 
Ganapati procession route. We t;t'i~d to stop them. The J per
sons accompanying that Ganaoab would be 30 or 35. They 
were carrying the c::trt v.:-ith such a speed that they could not 
be stopped by us. We tned to stop this Ganapati !'OS according 
to the practice the Aioba Ganapati had to be the last Gana
pati of the procession." 
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3.26 Jamadar Naikwadi of the Special Branch was at the Pimjab 
Talim and has stated:-

"! J.ooked southward and noticed. people setting fire to Kal
shetti's firewood depot. Two. or three S. R. P. Constables 
rushed that sid~.~· 

3.27 He had left his cycle in that firewood shed and found it 
burnt when he went there at 12-15 A.M. that night. 

3.28 Shri Bhosale, Magistrate, deposed that the arrested persons 
were men only and that two or three ot_ them were in sarees. 

3.29 Sub-Inspector Varma a!ias Tasgaonkar has deposed:-
"Tv; o constables were on the top of House No. 514 and two 
were on the top of the Punjab Talim Mosque. In all, four 
house tops were covered; 

The only presumption we can draw f1·om the posting of th· 
constables on the tops_of the houses and the mosque is that no 
Muslims wereo · there arid no stones were thrown from there. 
But missiles could have been thrown from other pa1·ts of the 
houses." 

3.30 He has further deposed about the damage C!aused by the 
processionists:- · 

"By the time Ajoba Ganapati came near the Punjab Talim the 
processionists had damaged the doors of the three rooms of 
House No. 488 and had the cycle of J amadar AUi Ladle set on 
fire. He was in plainclothes. The cycle was in the wood 
stall there. The kariyana shop No. 559 was damaged and shed 
of House No. 456 was set on fire .. The fire brigade engines 
came within about 15 minutes time. The police was extin
guishing the fire during this interval." 

3.31 Shri A. R. Sld.dappa Oname who was with the procession and 
accompanied the Ganapati second from the College Ganapati 
deposed:-

"There were menfolk on the roof, balcony and outside the 
houses· of Muslims along the route but there were no women 
or children." 



CHAPTER IV 

Events at Baba l(adri I'tiosque 

. ~.1 Reference fo the site plan Annexure VII v.iU facilitate appre
ciatiOn of the evidence about the incidents near Baba Kadri Mosque. 

4.2 Police arrangements were made at the· Baba .Kadri Mosque 
on account of its being a vulnerable point for communal trouble 
even though the Ganapati immersion procession did not pass by 
that mosque. The mosque is about a furlong from the Punjab •ralim. 
Reserve Sub-Inspector Gulab Singh was posted at Baba Kadri Mos
que from the 7th to the 17th September, 1967, in charge of the Police 
.force consisting of one Head Constable and 9 constables of the S.R.P. 
What happened at that mosque subsequent to the incident at the 
Punjab 'l'alim is described by him thus:-

"At about 9-30 P.M. Dy. S. P. Ghorpade and other officers and 
men of the S.R.P. came there and enquired about the situa
tion. I told them that it was all right. When they were leav
ing I learnt from them that. there had been .sc..me trouble at 
Punjab Talim Mosque. I then sent people for patrolling out 
of my own rr.en. P. S. I. Shetty and my constaP!es were also 
there. Shortly after I heard slogans 'Ganapati Bappa 
Morya~ from the direction of Malikarjun and Kiriteshwarnath. 
My men were! patrolling on that side. When the intensity of 
the slogans increased, I with four men moved in that direc
tion. When I started from the mosque toward5 that junction 
the slogans started from the Shaul-e-Chawri (Shahapure 
Chaul) behind the houses along the streets. The shouts were 
'Nara~e-Taqbir' and 'Allah-ho-Akbar' .. By the time. I reached 
the junction of those lanes in the main street the mob had not 
come to the main street. I stopped them at the junction. Mob 
on the Malikarjun lane did not start because the Ganapaties 
were not being passed through the street in front of the Baba 
Kadri Mosque. 
I could only see one Ganapati on the bullock-cart drawn· by 
the men· themselves and not by the bullocks. There the people 
would be about' 700 or 800. Brickbats and soda water bc,!tles 
were thrown on us and on those persons, coming from tre 
houses on both sides of the street and were thrown on the 
processionists in the lanes. The stones could reach them. I 
told them not to throw stones but stone thr9wing got more 
intense. In the meantime Sudhakar N. Appa ~arne rum1ing 
from the Ghazi Mohalla and stated that five or six Muslims 
had caught l1im and that he escaped. 
I went to the junction along with Appa. I found a lathi an~ a 
pair 6£ .sandals but there. was no purse. ~hese things wE're 
found near a little ahead of· a . m1lk ·seller s house. ~al~pna, 
one of our nien in plainclothes, was on thf"' too floor on that 

25 
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milk seller's house. He came down and flashed a torch and 
that saved Appa 1 then sent him to the Control Room for 
sending further force. I returned to the · junction of the 
street. '!'he mob was being held by the Havildar. Stona 
throwing was still in progress. I also got hurt. I then pushed 
back the mob. Stones fell on one of my constables. It struck 
his helmet and he ·sat down. I was also hit by a stone. I laid 
him before. the shop· and he gained consciousness after some 
time. When the constable gained consciousness I heard a 
sound of gun. fire from the side of the mosque. At that time 
the entire light of the street was off. From the lane again 
shquts came of 'Ganapati Bappa Mourya', 'Ek Do Pakistan 
Tor Do'. Throwing of soda water bottles increased from the 
tops of the houses. Dy. S. P. Ghorpade, Ashtekar, Khandekar 
and half section of the S. R. P. arrived there and held the 
mob. Ashtekar and half sed·.ion was left with me. Ghorpade 
and Khandekar went further. ' 

After some time I heard another gun fire, Khandekar came 
and took Ashtekar and half section of the police. 'rhere was a 
light on in the street. After some time more police arrived. 
The mob again threw more stones. I was feeling pain. I went 
to Dr. Chidgupkar and was attended to by him. When I re
turned frc.m the doctor's place the situation was quiet. The 
street was ful1 of brickbats and soda water bottles. It would 
be past 9-30 P.M. 

The crowds in the lanes just kept on shouting 'Ganapati 
Bappa Murya', 'Ek Do Baba Kadri Masjid Tor Do'. 

When the lights came and more police arrived the Ganapati 
was taken back." 

4.3 The junction of Malikarjun Lane and Kiriteshwarnath Lane 
is about 50 yards north of the Baba Kadri Mosque Gate. 'The Hindu 
mobs which were coming from those lanes were successfully stopp
ed by the Police party at the junction and were not allowed to come 
on to the roao pacsing in front of the Baba Kadri Mosque. It appears 
from the st::~tement .or the S. P. th~t this. roa~ had been sealed to 
general traffic especwlly to th~ Hmdus; m VIew of the vulnerable 
nature of the area a.nd that there were onJy the Police people in 
that lane, 

4.4 The S. P. has· deposed~- . 
"This year we had sealed the· street passing in front of Baba 
Kadri 'Mosque. Onlv the. Po1ice peoole could pnss through 
the stT'P.et on the 17th September, 1967 during the procession 

. d" per10 . 

4 5 The shoutc:; from the processionists in the lat;es led to the 
· . . . of the· slnPans from Shahpure Chawl behmd the houses 

shoutm~e streets. the slo!!anc; b~>inrt .'N'ara-e-Tal{bir' and 'Allah-o
aionrt ,th A 1onl! wHh ·thP."'e slo~tans- bm~kbats and soda water bottlPs 
j\kbar · wn on th~? Po1ir.e P~~tv and the processionists from the 
were thro both sides of the roaa~ even before the processionists had 
houses ttn 
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emerged from the lanes. on the road. ·Simultaneously it appear3 
that trouble had started m the other adjoining area, viz., Uhazi 
Mahalia, which is from east t0 west, north of the Baba Kadri Talim. 

4.6 Stone throwing, etc., also started from the mosque and the 
nearby lanes to the east of it on the Hindu houses to the south and 
e~st. The trouble in this area was tackled by other police officers, 
vzz., Dy. S. P. Ghorpade, and Sub-Inspectors Ashtekar, Khandekar 
and Bhosle. It wnuld appear from the plan that there is a road 
running at some distance south of the Baba Kadri Mosque. There is 
a house of Mah::~jan Vakil practically at the junction of the road 
running in front of the Baba Kadri Mosque and the street running 
east-west south of Dr. Chidgupkar's house. What hanocned in this 
portion we maJI now get from the statement of Dy. S~ ·P. Ghorpade. 

4.7 Dy. S. P. Ghorpade on learning at the Punjab · Talim about 
the steps taken by Sub-Inspector Gulab Singh to stop the Ganapati 
processions tryjng to proceed in front of the Baba Kadri Mosque 
from the tw<> lanes-Malikarjun T~mple Lane and Kiriteshwar 
Lane-and about the throwing of stones and burning swabs re
ported the matter to the D.I.G. and left for the mosque with certain 
Police officers. Before they could reach the junction. where Sub
~nspector Gulab Singh was stopping the processionist~, they got 
mvolved with the rioters on the south of the Baba Kadri Mosque 
and could reach Sub-Inspector Gulab Singh -after some ·time. By the 
time they reached Sub-Inspector Gulab Singh, many of the persons 
had gone away, the Ganapatis were there and the persons still pre
sent were sent back to fellow the regular route of the procession to 
the immersion ghat. 

·4.8 Dy. S. P. Ghorpade had described the incident in the written 
statement thus:-

"As we reached the house of Dr. M. J. Chidgupkar we found 
that soda water bottles, burning swabs; stones. and brickbats 
were being thrown from the roofs of the houses of Muslims 
on the house. of Dr. M. J. Chidgupkar and other Hindu houses. 
This throwing· of stones and other missiles was being carried 
out ~y a· crowd of Iv.'!ilslims from insfde the mosque also. The 
Mushms were shoutmg the slogan Nara-e-Takbeer-Allah..n
Akbar'. I reached the mosque at about 21-55 nrs. and fouhu· 
that the ·gate' of the mosque was ~hained from inside. We all 
told the Muslims that we are policemen and asked them to 
stop ·thro\virig stones and also warned ·them that if they won't 
stop throwing, we may open fire. The stone throwing, conti
mied and I asked S. I.· Bhosale to climb the gate and S. I. 
A;,htekar to climb the northern compound ·wall to find out 
from where the- miscreants were throwing the stones. They 
climbed the ·gate and the·. compound wall respectively but 
both of them were So badly hit ·by stones that they-had to open 
fire in self defence. S. I. ·Bhosal~ fired two t'(lunds but they 
were misfired· and S. I. Ashtekar fired. four rbut norte -was in
jured by these bullets. -I directed :the officers and S. R. P. se.c· 
tion with rrie to jumP in the mosque from over t.he front rml
ings to the north of the gat¢, and break open the chain of the 
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~ate, and open it. This was done and as soon as the gate was 
Jpened- I ordered the section to make a lathi charge on the 
mob inside and to arrest the miscreants. We arrested 34 mis
creants inside, but some of them escap,ed. While the arrested 
persons were being brought from the mosque, I heard shouts 
of 'Ganapati Bappa Moraya' coming from outside. I directed 
S. L Bhosale to guard the lane in ~ront of the Baba Kadri 
Mosque ·and not to allow any Hindu processions from that 
lane towards the mosque and took the arrested persons with 
the S. R. P. section towards Dr. Chidgupkar's hous~, kept 
the SRP section and arrested muslims on the road, and rushed 
in the direction of the slogan shouters. On coming by the 
southern road and turning left I found some 5 or 6 Hindus 
leaving a burning hand cart to the south of Dr. Chidgupkar's 
house and running away on seeing me. At this juncture I 
heard two revolver shots coming from the direction of where 
I had posted S. I. Bhosale. I came back with S. Is. Ashtelcar 
and Khandekar towards the mosque and contacted S. I. 
Bhosale, and learnt that he had to open fire in self defence 
because the miscreants from the roof tops stoned him badly. 
The street lights had failed. From near the rr.osque I saw 
burning swabs and ston~s being flung from the roofs of th~ 
houses of 'Muslims by the side of the lane. The lane was how
ever, deserted. When I was returning along the lane with 
S. I. Bhosale a burning swab fell between me and Bhosale. 1 
left one half section of the S. R. P. at the mosque and posted 

. S. I. BhosalE' to look after the Kali Mata Laue and proceeded 
to meet S. I. Gulab Singh with S. Is Khandekar and Ashtekar. 
There was a heavy stone throwing from the building known 
as Shahapure Chawl. P. S. I. Gulab Singh and his party had 
stopped the Hindu crowd in the two lanes which bifurcates 
il'?m this road. S. I. Gulab Singh and his partymen had sus
tamed stone· injuries and needed some help. I therefore de
tailed S. I. Ashtekar to get the half section of S. R. P. from 
the mosque and posted him with that section at the Kiritcsh
war Math lane to helo S. I. Gulabsingh Ramsingh. At about 
this time, I heard two shots from the direction · of the Kali 
Mata Lane where I had posted S. I. Bhosale. I proceeded 
with S. I. B. M. Khandekar towards the mosque and at this 
time stone throwing from Shahapure Chawl was going on. I 
gave my torch to S. I. Khandekar and took his revolver. As 
the stone throwing was heavy we climbed the narrow projec
tion of the plinth of Baba Kadri Talim. Before we climbed 
the plinth S. I. Khandekar was hit by stone. After I stood on 
the projection plinth, I was hit by a stone on my helmet and 
th!s caused a dent in my helmet. The stone throwing was 
coming frClm the Shahapure Chawl· and other buildings and 
there was no convenient shelter alco nearby. I, therefore, in 
self defence fired four rounds in th.e direction of the roof of 
Shahapure Chawl in the torch li~?ht which S. I. Khandekar 
had flashed in that direction. Two of the rounds were mis
fired and out of the two bullets which were fired one hit a 
man who wns standing on the roof and thr~wing stones. After 
thts. stone throwing · decreased and shoutmg of slogans also 
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stopped in this area. So after I had fired the shots, the S. P. 
cihn Dravici and a tear gas gunner came there and joined me 
at Baba Kadri Talim. I 1·eported the firing on the Shahnpure 
Chawl and the S. P. directed P. S. I. Khandekar to go to 
Shahapure Chaw! and look out for the injured 'Persons, and I 
and the S. P. then proceeded. towards S. I. Gulabsingh Ram
singh. The S. P. again gave a warning to the miscreants from 
in front of Shahapure Chaw! to stop stone throwing. After 
coming back to the mosque, S. I. Bhosale had fired four rounds 
one of which was fired accidentally when he was hit by stone, 
and 3 against miscreants in the lane between the mosque and 
the Talim. I rushed with the S. P. and other officers and 
organised a round-up of the miscreants inside the Baba Kadri 
MosqJ.le again. S. I. Ashtekar and some S. R. P. men were 
sent on the roof from the back side of the mosque on the 
terrace. This resulted in the arrest of 5 miscreants inside the 
mosque and 12 on the terrace of the mosque. Platoon Co. 
Marihal chased miscreants who Wf!.re running away from the 
lane and arrested them and as these miscreants were being 
escorted tO\vards the front side of the mosque, the street 
lights came back at 22-25 hrs. I was ordered to arrange for 
removal of the injured persons to the hospital and the rest to 
the police station. In all 89 persons were arrested. Large quan
tities of stones, brick-bats, soda water bottles, one Imife, 
lathies and iron bars were found in the mosque and from the 
roof of a house in thf!. vicinity of the mosque, stones and other 
missiles and chilli powder mixed with water and the spare 
quantity of chilli powder were found." 

4.9 He has expressed the opinion:-

l4From the above, it would appear that this riot took place 
immediately after the riots at Punjab Talim Mosque. This 
was a prep1anned riot and was started without any cause or 
provocation. The attack was mainly directed against the 
police and the few Hindu houses which are in this locality." 

4.10 Sub-Inspector Ashtekar has given the details of what he 
actually did under the directions of Dy. S. P. Ghorpade. He has 
~eposed:-

"When we reached in front of Mahajan Vakil's house 1 noticed 
brick bats and soda water bottles being thrown from the mos
que and houses on the north of it on the passersby and towards 
the Hindu houses namely Nos. 352 and 853. Passersby were 
about 60 in number. There was no Ganapati procession on 
the road then. When we reached Dr. Chidgupkar's house 
Dy. S. P. Ghorpade instructed the officers about the positions 
they were to take. I was then posted at the Baba Kadri Mas
jid. The pelting of stones, etc,., were increas""d in spite of our 
telling them that we were policemen. Shri Bhosale and I. then 
got on. the rai1ing. of. the gate to see in!o the mosque. I con)~ 
not see anythin~ ins1de the mosaue as It was auite dark. They 
were throwinP- brickbats on me. I then fired with mv revolver; 
It was quiet for sometime inside the mosque. I got down from 
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the railing. I told Dy. S. P. about the hap]:.ening He insisted 
on my and Khandekar's going into the mus<1ue and (Jpening 
the gate. We succeeded, entering the mosque. We then broke 
the chain cl the door with stones and thereafter other police 
officers also entered the mosque. 6J or 70 people were mside 
the mosque and they attacked us. We lathi-charged them. 
Some of them fled away. We could arr~st only 34 persons. The 
place of fight was outside the prayer portion of the mosque. 
Some rioters ran away from the northern door of the mosque. 
The arrested persons were handed over to the officer Incharge 
of S. R. P. 

Comhg out of the mosque a burning cart was noticed in 
front of House No. 764. The sounds of 'Ganapati Bappa Morya' 
were heard. I proceeded in that direction. About 100 or 125 
people were there. They dispersed. I heard some sounds of 
bullets. I did not proceed in that direction. 1 remained near 
the arrested persons. Later we heard a noise of 'Ganapati 
Bappa Morya' from the side of Kalkadevi temple. I then pro
ceeded in that direction and dispersed people in that lane. It 
Was· a Hindu mob. On return I was directed by Ghorpade to 
proceed towards Kiriteshwar Math lane where there a;>peared 
to be some trouble. We found Gulab Singh, Sub-Insnector 
and the policemen there trying to disperse Hindu mob coming 
from those lanes towards Baba Kadri Mosque. We helped 
Gulab Sin~h and succeeded in dispersing the mob. Pelting of 
stones, .soda water bottles, etc., continued throughout though it 
got a httle less after my firing a few rounds from the railing 
of that mosque. Burning fire balls were also being thrown 
from the houses in the lane. 

I remained with Gulab Singh, S. I. Some of the force returned 
towards the mosque. About 5 or 10 minutes later I was 
called by the S. P. The stone pelting was taking place from 
the mosque at the time. 

I was directed to go to the back of the mosque. I went there 
and went up to the roof of a house by the staircu!'e and from 
there · j urn peel inside the mosque. We arrested 1.2 persons from 
inside the mosque. On the roof of the house I tound water 
mixed with chilli powder, brickbats and stones. These articles 
were not attached at that time. l and the 7 or 8 constables 
with me e"'corted these arrested persons to the front of the 
mosque. Thereafter the lights· came on. The injured persons 
were tak~n to the Civil Hospital. When we \.vent inside the 
mosque we found stones and brickbats stored at different 
places. Soda water bottles were also" kept in C'rates .. Some 
crates had a capacity for holding 6 bottles and some 12." 

4.11 Sub-Inspector Bhosle though summoned was not available as 
he, having met1with an accjdent, was in hos~ital and ~as ,unable to 
move. He suhmitted his written statem.ent m M~ratht. The .l'ffice 
translated it into English, We refer.to th1s translatJon. He has .stated 
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in his written statement what he did under the directions of Dy. 
S. P. Ghorpade:-

"By the orders of Shri Ghorpade at about 9.40 I went to Baba 
Kadri Masjid to see whether there was any disturbances. From 
Muslim houses and Masjid stones, soda water bottles etc. 
were heavily thrown on the Hindu houses. The Muslims were 
shouting slogans as 'Nara-e-Taqb,eer; Allah-ho-Akbar'. I 
informed this situation to Shri Ghorpade ...... " 

4.12 Thereafter Ghorpade, S. I. Bhosle along with other officers 
returned to Bawa Kadri area. S. I. Bhosle further states:-

"We reached the gaiie of Masjid but it was chained. Stoning 
was made and as such we shouted "we are police, stop the 
stoning, otherwise firing will be done." But no use. Therefore, 
Shri Ghorpade asked me climb up from the gate and asked 
Shri Ashtekar to go in from the northern side of iron fence 
and see where the culprits were hiding themselves. I had just 
climbed the gate and all of a sudden stones imd bricks were 
hurled from terrace of Masjid and terraces of the nearby 
houses. I was not in a position to go inside the Masjid nor 
get down back. At that time stones w~re thrown on my helmet, 
one on wrist, one on thigh and o~ on the left knee. I was in
jured and was getting terrific pain. Under such circumstances 
I fired two bullets in the direction of the rioters in self pro
tection. Both the bullets were misfired. 'It was 9-50 P.M. At 
that time Shri Ashtekar also fired. I took the chance . and got 
down and gave the information to Shri Ghorpade. The ston
ing was in full force from East-North side of the Masjid. Then 
Shri Ghorpade gave orders to lathi charge. Ashtekar, Khande
kar, S. R. P's party and other officers managed any how to 
enter in the Masjid. Shri · Ghorpade and others broke · down 
the chain of the gate and entered in the Masjid. Rioters fought 
inside and th~refore we lathi charged them and arrested 34 
people. At that time we saw fire near Dr. Chidgupka-r's house 
and also heard the slogans as "Ganapati Bappa Morya" Shri 
Ghorpade, Shri Ashtekar, Shri Khandekar, Shinde and Mari
hal came outside. Shri Ghorpade asked me to stop there, 
only to look after the stoning ;vhich was be~t;g . made from 
Masjid, front and East-North s1de of the MasJid, and the gate 
of Kalka Devi. Then Shri . Ghorpade along with the arrested 
people werit to Dr. Chidgupkar's house. As soon as I left 
alone, the stoning from the front of and East-North side of 
the Masjid became very heavy. -A stone struck my helmet 
and anohter one on my. chest and I got injured. Two soda 
water bottles broke in front of_ me. Since the stoning became 
so heavy and there was no 'Place to hide I fired two bullets to 
the East-North side of the Masjid. The light went off. The ston
ing stopped from the side where I fired. It ·was about 10 P.M. 
Shri Ghorpade came to help me. Then yve went in Ka1ika 
Mata Gali. Nobody was there. A .. burmng torch .fell down 
in between us. When I was explammg him the situation we 
heard from Mallikarjun Temple and Kiriteshwar Math Gali 
the slogans of 'Ganpati Bappa Morya'. Shri Ghorpade asked 

3-105 H.A. 
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me to stop near•Masjid and watch the Kalika Devi Gali and 
to give signal if the Hindu procession comes .from that ' gali. 
Then they went to Mallikarjun Temple gali. ,t\t that time a 
burning torch was thrown near Hindu house in Kalika· Devi 
Gali. I went to see from wh,ere it was thrown. As soon· as I 
went about 30-40 feet away from all sides the heavy stoning 
was made and a burning torch was thrown on my body. I 
missed it very quickly and extinguish~d it. I was facing the 
Masjid when a stone was thrown on my h,elmet. A stone hurt 
me on the back and a soda water bottle broke c:own-in front 
of me. From all· sides I was attacked and -there was no place . 
tq -hide nor there was anybody to, help me and as such I had 
ttdire .t\vo bullets on the d~rection of North.East side of Mas
jid where from the stoning was made, in self protection. It 
was about 10-10 P.M .. Nobody was hurt. I loaded my revolver 
while ;I was going through the stoning place I saw. 2-3 rioters 
standing in the north. side gali of the Masjid. I was going to 
that. place when. a. stone struck my helmet and .then my nose 
a.J:?-d left eye. Lwas badly hurt and blood was running ;from 
my. nose. · Because of. this starke of stone,. a bullet -w;-as :auto
matically fired from· my_ revolver. I al).yhow, ~ managed to 
reach .near the Talim. At -that. time Police Superintendent of 
Sholapur· Shri Dravid was present there. He sent · Ganer 
Laxman Kashaba-to me and I sent him-jhe message through 
Kashaba ·about the. even~. At that.time·~.from Masjid. and 
terrace .. of Masjid stoning started. Twq . soda· water -bottles 
broke do\.vn behind me. A stone came from the West side of 
Masjid; shuck 171Y i~ft' hand and I was getting .severe pain. 
Since. there wa~ .no place to hide l had. to fire three bull~ts in 
self protection on the west. sid~. of_Masjid terrace. One. ,9f the 
bullets wa~. misfired .. ; The stoning, w~s . therefore stopped. It 
was about 10-15- P.M •. Then came Shri Dravid and. Shri Ghor
pade. .I ;explained them the whole situation. Since the :ston
ing was in ·force from .Masjid, Shri Pravid asked Shri ~ll.!.shte
kar to go .along with one/two SRP sections .in the. terrace of 
Masjid from: backside and. arrest the rioters.·, Shri_ Ghorpade 
asked Khandekar .to enter the Masjid. At that time a woman 
came and said that her husband had been injured because of 
bullets !n Shahapure Chaw!. Along with ~ few people of SRP 
I went there .. In. the First .Floor ~of .Shahapure Cha\vl Yusaf 
Wir~man was injured. -I took him , down with the ... help of 
SRP s· few people and ~sked ~thers _to ~rrest. the ric?tous peo
ple on the .terrace. Shn Drav1d as].{ed me. to. take the injured 
one along with other injured people to hospital and to' Fauja
dar Chowdi Police Station.. .At that time lfghts came once 
again. The injured people w;ere sent to hospita1. 

The following peqple __ were injured. due to· tlie firirtg F made to 
the western side terraces!-
(1) Usman Khajabhai Shaikh, living at No:r:th Kasaba., House 

No. 770. 
(2) A. Bashir,Mahiboob Sahib Momin, living at North K~saba, 

House No. ·770. · 
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These were also sent to the hospital. While arresting follow
ing things came to the notice. (1) On the terr&ce of house 
No. '830 of Shahapure Chawl a lungi stained with blood, dag
ger, stones, bricks (2) A Hindu's house was damaged (3) -In 
the corner of- Masjid ·a heap of bricks, 10 soda water bottles 
(4) In the terrace of House No. 770 wat~r of chatani, Chatani, 
Kerosene, Sticks, iron and at other_ place stones, bricks, lathis, 
iron etc. injurious weapons." 

4.13 Dy. S. P. Ghorpade has deposed before us:-
"I noticed many brickbats, soda water bottles etc. inside the 
mosque. Most of them were piled up near the entrance to a 
room on the south side· of the mosque. Some brickbats were 
in the ditch inside the gate. 

I did not go up to the roof of the mosque or house but my 
officers reported that they saw stock of chilli powder mixed with 
water on the roofs of the mosque and :qouses of Muslims. I 
.had p't10tographs taken on the articles kept on the roof of 
Shahapure Chawl that night." 

4.14 Sub-Inspector Khandekar supports the statements of Dy. S.P. 
Ghorpade, and Sub-Inspectors Ashtekar and · Bhosle and· deposed 
what he himself did after Sub-Inspectors 'Bhosle ·and Ashtekar had 
fired at the people inside the mosque:-

"There was some quietness and Dy. s.P. Ghorpade asked me 
and Sub-Inspector Ashtekar to get in. I also· climbed up the 
railing and Ashtekar and myself got inside the Masjid.: We 
broke open the lock by hammering it with stones and: opened 
the gate. 'After the gate- was opened, Dy. S.P. Ghorpade and 
other. members of the Police force. entered the Masjid. When 
we climbed up the railing and got inside the ·Masjid we found 
the tioters were inside the Masjid. The lock w~s broken in a 
minute or two._ The rioters attacked us and the party Iathi· 
charged them. Some of the rioter~ escaped through the door 
on the north. We could arrest 34 rwters. No policemen were 
posted at the gate. The time now would be aboilt 10 P.M." 

4.15 Sub-Inspector Khandekar also deposed of what he did after 
S.P. Dravid reached the spot.-- His attempt is:- · · . 

. "In the tnea:ntit?e s.P. ·Dr avid rea;hed. the. sp.ot. He -asked 
me. to go to Shahapure Chawl to see If there were any injured 
persons-· there. When we reached there, we found the _ gate 
closed. We came back. 

Then ·the S. P. asked ·me to fetch Shri Ash tekar and his 
party to the mosque as the stone throwing again started from 
the side of the mosque. I then took Ashtekar a:nd his nartv to 
the mosque._ 

Gho1~pade a~d ~ entered the mosque by the gate anci found 
five persons ms1de the mosque and we arrested th 
Shri Ashtekar and his party went from behind the mos u =~· 
found 12 people and they arrested them. q e 
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We brought the arr~sted p~rsons t~ Dr. Chidgupkar's house 
and by that time the lights came on. 

416 s p Dravid reached Baba Kadri Mo~que at about 9.?0 or 

10 ·M · - iearning of the heavy stone throwmg there and has des· 
P .. on . h th . 

cribed what he saw and did t ere us·--:-
. "When I reached near the entrance to the s~reet in front of 

Bawa Kadri mosque I found a hand cart burmng th_e:e 2.nd a 
Hindu crowd nearby and the whole street up to Kinteshwar 
:M:ath was in darkness-

Stone throwing was then in progress near the m~sque. l 
also found stone throwing in progress near the entrance . to 
Malikarjun Lane. I warned the people. to stop stone throwmg 
or force will be used and repeated warmngs made them to cease 
stone throwing." 

4.17 The full version of S.P. Dravid of what he saw and did at 
Baba Kadri Mosque that night in the written statement is as 
follows:-

"After shots were fired by S.D.P.O. Ghorpade myself 
accompanied by my gunner Laxman Kushaba who had rushed 
to Baba Kadri mosque locality joined him at Baba Kadri 
Talim. I then detailed S.I. ~handekar to go to the Shahapure 
Chawl and look out for the injured persons and proceeded 
with S.D.P.O. Ghorpade to meet S.l. Gula,bsingh. On reaching 
the junction I issued a loud warning to the miscreants to stop 
throwing which ultimately produced the desired effect. S.I 
Gulabsingh informed me of the injuries sustained by the 
Policemen as a result of the stone throwing. Making sure that 
the crowd had begun to disperse I along with the S·D.P.O. 
Ghorpade returned to Shahapure Chawl to contact S.I. Khan· 
dekar. Mohemmad Yusuf Abdullah- Shaikh, a technician of 
Narsingh Girji Mills, was on the· terrace when he received 
bullet injury. He was found with a Jambiya, long stick brick
bats etc. He died on way to Hospital. The electric lines were 
passing very close to the terrace and it was suspected that he 
was responsible for t~mpering el.ectric l.ines. By this time S.I. 
Bhosle was approachmg the Tahm havmg noticed movements 
of some miscreant in the lane between the mosque and the 
Talim. On the yvay a brick hit hi~ on the face. Thus sudden 
attack resulted m one bu~let. es~apmg from his revolver with 
injury to none. On heanng. this shot. I deputed Laxman 
Kushaba H.C. gunner to check the situation near Baba Kadri 
mosque while S.I. Khandekar explained to me that he could 
not enter Shahapure Chawl as it was closed from inside. No 
sooner H. C. Laxman Kushaba gunner returned after ascertain
ing ftom S.I. Bhosle the . circmp.stance~ under which he had 
fired, S.I. Bhosle fired agam while chasmg 2/3 miscreants into 
the lane between the mosque and the Talim. In the darkness 
he was h~t by a volley of stones at t~e entrance of the lane. 
He had fir~d three revolver rounds m self defence of which 
one was misfired and the other two resulted in injuries to two 
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persons standing on the roof tops behind the mosque. 'i.Vith 
this firing the slogan shouting and stone throwing in the area 
stopped. 1! accompanied by Dy. S.P. Ghorpade and Khandekar 
then rushed towards Baba Kadri ·mosque to contact S.I. 
Bhosle. S.I. Bhosle met me near Baba I_{adri Talim and ex
plained the circumstances under which he had fired. At this 
stage S.I. Ashtekar also joined them directly with· half the 
section of S.R.P. and half of P.S.I. Gulabsingh's party which 
was no longer required by the latter. The stone throwing 
attack on S.I. Bhosle strongly indicated that the miscreants 
had once again collected inside the mosque to resume stone 
throwing. I, therefore, directed S.D.P.O. Ghorpade to organise 
an immediate round up of the miscreants inside Baba Kadri 
mosque. Accordingly S.D.P.O. Ghorpade and S.I. Khandekar 
together with half of S.I. Gulabsingh's party brought by S.l 
Ashtekar entered the mosque through the gate in the dark 
While s.r. Ashtekar and the remaining S.R.P. constables got 
on to the terrace of the mosque from its back side · to arrest 
the miscreants on the terrace pf the mosque. This joint l'lCtion 
resulted in the arrest of five miscreants inside the mosque and 
12 miscreants on its terrace. SRP SI M. V. Mariyal chased 
and arrested 8 miscreants as they were escaping through the 
backdoor of the mosque. As the arrested persons were being 
brought in front of the mosque the street lights came in the 
locality at about 22.25 hours. At that time gunner Laxman 
Kushabu was wounded by bursting of a soda water bottle lying. 
on the road in front of the mosque. I then directed S.I. Bhosle 
to arrange for removal of the injured persons in Shahapure 
Chawl to the. hospital. S.D.P.O. Ghorpade was directed to 
arrange for the removal pf. the arrested persons to the Police 
Station and the injured persons to the hospital for· treatment. 
I then left for Khatik mosque as the situation at Baba Kadri 
mosque had come under control at about 22.30 hours." 

4-13 The S.P. has explained the suspicion, expressed in his written 
siatement on Mohd. Yusuf Abdullah Shaikh about ·tampering with 
the electric wires by stating that it was based on the investigation 
which had revealed that an iron wire was lying across the electric 
wires which was passing very close to his terrace. He further 
stated:-

"This wire later on fell down. I am unable to say whether 
the lights came on just then or later on. There was a circuit 
fuse on the corner of Baba Kadri Mosque. It was possible 
that it was removed and again put in. This could have put off 
the lights." 

4.19 These official statements find corroboration in the statement 
of Dr. C4_idgupkar in his written statement. He, however made 
certain statements before us which are at variance with the' version 
We have had of the incident from the Police Officers. He stated:-

"It was all quiet at the Baba Kadri mosque till the firing 
to.?~ place at the Punjab Talim. After th~ firing I ·saw ~rowd 
With Ganapatis coming from the Punjab Talim niosq11·~ side 



36 

along the road running east west south of my ~ouse. Some of 
the crowd with Ganapa.tis went' east west wh1le ·some crowd 
and . some Ganapatis took a ·turn . northward along the road 
running between Baba Kadri mosque and my house. About 
10 or 15 people with their Ganapatis hq.d passed the mosque 
when brickbatting took place from the mosque side on the 
remaining crowd and the Ganapatis. Before the arrival of this 
crowd at the entrance of the road northward there were abou~ 
5 or 6 police const:ibles there. When some of· the processionists 
had gone,~ these 'constables did not stop them but advised them 
to proceed hurriPrtly without making any noise. 

when the pelting of stones started; the police ·from thL• 
other direction came and did pot allow the processionists to 
go. forward and asked them'to ·go back and proceed by the road 
running .east~west. The processionists ·could. not· do. this as 
other · processionists from that · grot~p · camp t.o the north side 
between the mosque and my house .. 

The processionists; going eastward ctlso stopped and a huge 
gathering collected at the entrance of the road 'running north~ 
ward. 

The processionists were attempting to proceed to the Baba 
Kadri Masjid but the police succeeded in keeping therri back. 

When the police asked the· processionists to go back after 
the starting of the stone pelting, it did succeed in pushing 
back the processionists up to the junction of that road with 
the road running east and west. · The stpnes were thrown from 
the masjid on the group of processionists on the road running 
east and west." 

4.20 This statement .seems to have been made in soine confU:sion 
as -;,ve have evidence froi:n Police. Officers and others present at the 
Punjab Talim that all the Ganapatis were sent by the regular rGute 
and it follows, therefore that no Ganapati would be coming by the 
lane running east-west 'south of Dr. Chidgupkar's house and even 
if some Ganapatis were coming by this street, there was no r.oint of 
those. processionists to take the Ganapatis northwards by the Baba 
Kadn mosque. Disturbances had started near the Punjab Talim 
and the processionists would have been interested in taking the 
shortes~ route to Haju Mai Chowk, and the street running south of 
Dr. Ch1dgupkar's house would have been a shorter route. The fact 
th~t cnly two Hindus got injured on account of stone throwin.~ in 
this ar_ea can be considered as a circumstan~e, to suggest that i1ardly 
any Hmdu processionist was on Baba Kadn :&oad from the junction 
in front of Mahajan Vakil's house to the junction with·the Malikar~ 
jun and Kiriteshwar Math Lanes. 

4 . .21 Sarvashri T .. R. G~mbhire,, S. G. Gavsane and S .. V. Joshi 
:oiroborate the official version of the incident at Kadri Masjid though 
~; 1 ,,.~ry general terms: 
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4.22 The sequence of events on the 17th September, -1967 as dis
closed in the above statements seems to be as follows:-

1. Shouting by some processionists pf slogans _ ·'Ganapati 
Bappa Morya' from Malikarjun- Lane side·. at about 9.30 
P.M. 

2. Throwing o£ stones from Muslim houses on police proceed
ing to stop the processionists, and on the processionists. 

3. Incident of attack on Ap}m in Ghazi Lane. 

4. Some processionists passing by the street on the north of 
Mahajan Vakil's house at about 9-45 P.M.· 

;). Stone throwing etc. from Baba Kadri mosque and -Muslim 
houses towards Hindu houses on the south: · 

6. Raid by the Police on mosque, stpne throwing from inside, 
firing of 6 rounds from revolver by Police officers (2 by S.I. 
Ashtekar and 4. by S.I. Bhosle), breaking open the· gate of 
the mosque, lathi charging the riot€rs inside and arresting 
3,1 persons. 

7. Shouts of 'Ganapati Bappa Morya.' from Kalika Devi Lane. 

8. Cart burnt near Dr. Chidgupkar's house. 

9. Four Revolver shots by S.I. Bhosle against stone thro\vers 
in houses along the Kalika Devi Ian~. 

10. Failure of street lights at ab.out 10 P.M. 

11 Heavy stone throwing from Shahpure Chawl. 

12. Firing of 2 revolver shots by S.I. Bhosle in Kalika Devi 
Lane. 

13. Firing of 4 revolver rounds by S.D.P.O. Ghorpade at Shah
pure Chawl and hitting a person. 

14. Stone throwing in lane between Baba Kadri mosque and 
Talim. 

15. Firing by S.I. Bhosle of 4 rounds from revolver in the lane 
behveen Baba Kadri mosque and Talim. 

16. Round up of the riot~rs _inside the mosque and on its terrace 
-5 arrested from mside the mosque and 12 from the 

terrace. 

17. Arrest of rioters running in the lane. 

W. Lights came up at about 10.25 P.M. 
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19. Large quantities of stones, brickbats, soda water bottles, _one 
knife, lathis, iron bars and chilli powder were noticed 
inside Baba Kadri mosque and on the roofs of several 
houses. 

4.23 It would appear from the above that the ~uslims in this area 
through which the Ganapati immersion processiOn was not to pass 
had collected various materials for attacks on the roofs of the houses 
and also inside the mosque. It is in evidence that several cart loads 
of brickbats etc. were collected from the road in front of Baba Kadri 
Mo:oque and that sufficient materials- including mixture of chilli 
powder were recovered from the various roofs. It is also in evidence 
that rioters were apprehended from various places in this area. The 
sealing of this road by the Police with a view not to allow any pro
cessionists to pass on that road practically reduced any apprehension 
of likely trouble from the processionists. 

1.24 It would also appear that the violent action of throwing 
brickbats etc. started even when no· processionist had entered the 
Baba Kadri road. The brickbats etc. were aimed at the Police who 
were on the road and at the processionists who were beyond the 
junction of the Malikarjan Lane and the Kiriteshwar Math Lane. 
The entire area from that junction up to the junction of th1;:; road 
with the road running east-west and south of the house of Dr. Chid, 
gupkar and north of the house of Mahajan Vakil was involved in the 
violent action _on the part of the occupants of these houses agamst 
the Police and the Hindu houses. The attack was sustained and 
continued for over an hour. The Police had to fire several times 
and had to enter the mosque at least twice in order to arrest the 
rioters who did not heed any warning from the Police. The Police, 
however, succeeded in stopping the Hindu processionists trying to 
enter the ro:=td in front of the mosque from the north and also such 
perso::1 as tned to enter the road from the south. Some of '!:he pro
cessi_onists took the road running east west to the north of Mahajan 
Vak1l's house, when the trouble took place at the Punjab Talim, and 
burnt a hand cart near that hpuse. 



CHAPTER V 

Events at Khatik Mosque 

5.1 Reference to the site plan annexure. VIII. will facilitate the 
appreciation of the evidence about the incidents in this area. 

5.2 T'he Superintendent pf Police was at Khatik. Mosque from 
8.00 P.M. On learning of the trouble at Punjab Talim at about 9 00 
P M. he and other officers apprehended reaction there as it was a 
Hindu locality. He posted the police sealing off. return of the pro· 
cessionists after immersion along this route and other entrances and 
the lanes. He left the place on learning of the heavy ston~ throw~ 
ing at Baba Kadri mosque at about 9.50 or 10.00 P.M. 

5.3 S.D.F.O. Deshpande has stated in his written statement about 
what he noticed and did at Khatik Mosque where he reached at 
about 9.30 P.M. under the order of the S.P. The statement is:-

"!, therefore, immediately rushed to Khatik Mosque and 
n~ported to the S.P. who briefed me about the situation and 
directed to supervise the bandobast there. P.I., D.M., Kulkarni 
and P.S.I. M. A· Khan were already present on the spot along 
with the men for bandobast. The Ganapati procession was 
passing by the side of KhatikMosque for immersion .. While I 
was supervising the bandobast I came to know that heavy stone 
throwing was going on at Bawa Kadri Mosque area. S.P., 
Sho:i.apur left for t~e spot le~wing me in charge of the Khatik 
Mosque. The processionists were seen in an angry mood and 
they were not moving forward tow<!rds the Ganapati Ghat 
with proper speed. I with the assistance of the officers and 
men tried to hasten them forward. ·In the meantime at about 
2030 hours (9.30 P.M.?) P.I. Kul~arni . reported to me that 
some of the processionists had broken open the Modern Watch 
Co; which has situated at a close distance from Khatik Mosque. 
Both of us rushed in that direction and it was noticed that 
about 300 to 400 persons had assembled in front of the shop and 
they were shouting slogans. About 10 to 15 persons had 
actually entered the shop and they were damaging furniture 
etc. P.S.I. Vap.jari who was present for the bandobasf was 
trying to drive away the mob. I assisted by P.I. Kulkarni 
dragged the miscreants out of the shops. At that time stones were 
pelted on us. I warned the crowd to disperse but it had little 
effect. I was then compelled to use force to drive away the 
mob In the meantime stones were seen pelted by the mob on 
K~utik Mosque and people seen. rushing. Immediately I along
With P.I. went there after postmg two armed policemen near 
the Modern Watch Co. an_d a couple of more P.Cs. near Sonya 
Maruti Temple for guardmg the Temple and Ajoba Ganapati 
etc. 
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The unruly mob which had started pelting stones on the 
mosque broke the barricade and some of them entered the 
mc.sque. I warned them to disperse but to no purpose. Then 
I along with P.I. Kulkarni entered the mosque and drove out 
the miscreants before they· could. cause substantial damage to 
the mosque. Then I tried to disperse the unruly moo which 
was throwing stones· .and .. flaming :swabs in the mosque by 
lathi charge. This provocated some of the rioters who snatched 
avvay my- lathi and started hitting me with the same till I fell 
to · th_e ·ground.··, The miscreants thereafter trampled on my 
body with their shoes pn. They tried to snatch my revolver 
as a result of· which my uniform shirt and lanyarg. were torn. 
I· shouted in the name of p.s.r. Vanjari for help but none could 
come for my rescue. As a last resort I drew my revolver and 
fired five rounds while I was lying on the ground ·in order to 
save my life. On account of severe beating- and trampling by 
the unruly mob I became unconscious and regained conscious
ness on the' following morning in the Civil HospitaL" 

5.4-He has ·deposed. before·.us reaarding the damage caused to the 
mosqu€ thus:-

"By' the tlme ·we could· turn 0 ut the processionists ·Jrh_o had 
en~ered the mosque they had caused damage to the wail clocl< 
and some of. the furniture. A carpet inside the mosqu~ cau.ght 
fire on accou~t of a burning swab falling on it. We extmgmsh
ed the fire. After turning out the mob from the ~osque yve 
came out. The processionists on the street were shll peltmg 
s~ones at the:mosque. ·The mob outside did not disperse des
p~te the warning given ·by us· that unless they dispersed, for.ce 
\\ ould. be used. Inspector Kulkarni and I used force to dis
perse. the mob. -The processionists had broken four windows 
?f !he mosque on the south and were throwing burning SW2bS 
mside. I rushed at them and. started a lathi charge.". 

5.5 -He _has· deposed about the inability to use· the Armed Police 
Constable..,. The statement is:_ - -

.., "!~e ~could not utilise the ser:v~ces ?f the Ar~ed Police 
Con?:al;Hes as .the actual rioters v,.:ere ,J;mxed up, with t.he pro· 
cesswmsts Which were much larf!er in- number. 

5.6-Police Inspector Kulkarni who was at the Khatik Mosque from 
3 P.M. has deposed about the Police. arrangements th'ere:-

.. "'f,he Police force at the Khatik Masjid. that afternoon con
Sisteu of 2 Head Constables and 18 constables of the S.R.P. 
S.I. I;tan was there in: charge .. Dy. S.P, Ghorpade .a~d I were 
~ls~ -~ere. In addition to this force there was a Stnkmg F.orce 
H 1 eserve at t_he Khatik Masjid consisting of 2 S.R.P. Sections. 
ft ~as ou~ of this force that Dy. s.P. Ghorpade took a S.R .. P. 
~eC.LlOn With ~im on learning of the trouble . at: the PunJab 
l ahm. In addition to the· force for bandoba~t ?uty there was 
1!~ ~quad for gas and 1/3' ~rmed squad consistmg of ~ armed 
Heaa. Const<\ble and 3 armed constables. The 2 Sechons . of 
the S.R.P. were along the South side and the eastern s1de. 
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Dur~r,g the passing of the procession some ,of_ the force was 
posted at the junction pf the two lanes runnmg south from 
the main route of the procession." 

5.7 He stated in the written statement that the main procession 
with the first Ganapati went .past the mosque a.t ab~ut (3 P·M· a~d 
th~t thereafter a series of Ganapatis went past the mosque till 
9.25 P.M. . 

5.8 His statement about the information of the . troubl~ at the 
Punja'J T~lim reaching the spot and the reaction of the processiomsts 
is:--

''We got the information of the h;ouble at the.Punjab Talim 
Mosque at about 9.30 P.M. Since then th~ pr~cessionist~, \~ho 
had been peaceful and cal.Il!, started _showmg s1gns of ~g1tatwn 
and boisterousness and the1r movements became_haltmg. We 
had to gpad them to proceed on. The leaders of the proces· 
sian also joiJ?ed the Police in this process of expediting the 
moveni.ent." · 

5.9 He further corroborated' the stateme'nt of S.D.P.O. Deshpande 
regarding· the looting of Modern Watch shop but fixe's the time at 
about 10.30 P.M; and the attack on the Khatik Mosque. '· He· states 
that Deshpande fired at abouf10.45 P.M. arid further· states:-

"The whole action took about 15 or 20 minutes. 

During th.is period. no confrontation .with the Muslims tool~ 
place. The attack was ~gainst the mosque and the P61ise force 
which· was trying to protect it: 

· No arrest was made. on ·the spot of any miscreant. The 
Police was busy in dispersing the mob." 

5.10 Sub-Inspector Vanjari, who with 20 lathi constables, was nt 
the rear of the procession, reached Modern Watch Company simul
taneously 'Nith S.D.P.O. Deshpande and Inspector · .. Kulkarni and 
supports the version of S.D.P.O. Deshpande and further. states:-

"Then I heard the cries. of- Dy. S.P .. Deshpande for help. ' 1 
rushed from Modern Watch Co. towards him. ·When I was 
about 10-:-15 paces east of the· Sonya Maruti, I was attacked 
by the processionists. I fell down with an injury on my head 
and kerosene was poured· over me. I heard somebody ~aying 
that I might be burnt. 

. I became . unconscious. • After I had . been lmocked down 1 
heard sounds of firing. Thereafter I was taken to .the hospital." 

5.11 Head Constable Andure and Armed Police Constable Pondar
nat~ deposed abput what happened after S.D.P.Q. Deshpande and 
~ohc~ Inspector Kulkarni had left Modern Watch Company nfter 
d1rectmg them not to allow the mob to enter the shop .. Hewi Con
stable Andure has stated:-

" "The mob desisted for about 5-7 m1nutes. · Thenit shouted, 
~ Thes~ are constables of Rs. 80, snatch their guns and shoot 
Lheu1. They threw stones at Us and the people in the mob 
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get hold of me and some other people got hold of Kash~ N ~~th. 
They tried to snatch the gun. from my hand. I cons1denng 
danger to my life and tp the life of others i~ the gun was 
actually snatched, fired it. When I was finng the persons 
struggled for the gun and the shot went upwards. I do not 
know whether the shot hit anyone in the houses of Muslims. 
Kashi Nath also fired his gun. 

The mob then left us and proceeded towards Khatik Mosque. 
We remained at the Modern Watch shop." 

5.12 Armed Police Constable Pondernath has stated:-
''Within 10 minutes the mob attacked us. Some people tried 

to snatch my gun. I then fired. I was trying to aim the gun 
at the rioters but due to the struggle the shot went upwards 
I do not know whether the shot hit any:one in the houses at 
Muslims. The rioters then went away towards the mosque." 

5.13 Shri T. G. Kakade, Taluka Executive Magistrate, was posted 
at Khatik Masjid. According to his statement he was in the Police 
tent pitched to the east of the dargah at the corner of the Khatik 
Masjid when the stone 'throwing at the Masjid started by the proces
sionists to the east. They were throwing brickbats and fireballs in· 
side the mosque. He then states:-

"After some time Inspector Kulkarni came to me and told 
me that the mob was throwing. brickbats and fireballs inside thP. 
mosque and asked me to give verbal warning. I then shouted 
to the people to desist from throwing stones or fireballs, ether· 
wise force would be used. As the wa,rning had no effect the 
two Police Officers and some Iathi constables charged the r.wb 
to _the .south-east of the mosque. In the m~antime I he~rd the 
nmse hke that of crackers and 'atom bombs from both tne east 
and the west sides. The mob dispersed thereafter." 

5.14 He did not see Shri Deshpande, the fencing in front of the 
mosque being broken and the entry of some processionists in the 
mosq~e. He did not notice the attack on the Modern Watch Company 
or on Sub-Inspector Vanjari or on Deshpande. He did not even 
know of the presence of Shri Deshpande, S.D.P.O., on the spot and 
learnt about h_is being injured and sent to the hospital after the 
whole processiOn had passed. This is a sad commenta,ry on the 
alertness and. watchfulness of an Executive Magistrate posted at a 
vulnerable pomt on law and order duty. It may be due to inexpe
nence. as he w_as appointed Executive Magistrate in August 1967 for 
first time, havmg earlier held the post of Chitnis (P.A. ?) to a 
Collector. 

5.15 At about 1_1.15 P.M. the prdcessionists on t?eir way back were 
attacked by Musluns. Police Inspector Kulkarm describes the inci
dent thus:-

"About half an hour later, about 100 Muslims came rmt from 
southern la~es and attacked the groups of processionists who 
were returrnng after the immersion ceremony. 
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They were throwing brickbats. One of them had a knife 
and tried to assault PSI Khan. He was caught later on along 
with others. 

When the lathi charge did not succeed in dispersmg the 
mob, tear gas shells had to be fired. The mob then ~an back 
to the lanes. Police parties were sent to arrest the miscreants 
Sixty-one persons were arrested. These 61 persons included 
one person who was found with a butcher's knife. All th('se 
persons were butchers." 

5.16 Shri Kakade, Taluka Executive Magistrate, corrpborates his 
statement. 

5-17 Sarvashri Barbade, Bhalake, Bajpai, Tandale and R. Y. Patil 
have also deposed about the incidents at the Khatik Mosque. '!'heir 
statements are in conformity with the official statentent:s. 
Shri Bhalake has also stated that the persons attacking the proces
sionists on return journey shouted slogans .like "Nara-e-Takbir, 
Allah-o-Akbar and Pakistan Zindabad." Shri Bajpai deposes about 
the attempt o.f the processionists to snatch the rifles from the Armed 
Constables at the Modern Watch Company. 

5.18 Shri Tandale has deposed that the processionists threw stones 
at the Khatik Mosque after stone pelting on the processionist!'> start
ed from the house tops. Shri Patil has also deposed · that when 
Ajoba Ganapati reached in front pf the Khatik Mosque, stone pdting 
on the processionists started· from the two lanes going southwards, 
that then the Police asked the Ajoba Ganapati to proceed ahead and 
dispersed the stone throwers in the lanes. Thereafter the proces
sionists threw stones at the Khatik Mosque. The statements of 
Shri Tandale and Shri Patil do not find support from the official 
sta.tementr and are not themselves consistent. Further such state
ments were not made by them in their written ' statements. 
S~ri Barbade has stated about the incidents at the Khatik Mosque in 
h1s written statement and mostly corroborates the official version. 

5.19 It h: clear frpm the above that the looting of ti1e shops near 
Khatiq Mosque started after the processionists learnt of the trouble 
at Punjab Talim and got annoyed. The angry processionists lost 
control of themselves and later on attacked the Khatik Mosque and 
the t;>olic~ officers too. The attack on the mosque infuriated the 
Mushms m the area and led, them to attack the processionists ·who 
happeu.ed to return by the same route and also t 0 atta;ck S.I. Khan 
a Muslim. ' 



CHAPTER VI 

Persons injured during the disturbances on the 17th Se11tember, 1967 
and Medical treatment 

6.1 Annexure F attached to the statement of the Superintendent 
of Police gives .the figures of the persons injured. The figures in
clude the Muslims who were arrested from the Punjab Talim and 
Bawa Kadri Mosque areas as well. During the Punjab Talim in
cident, 24 . members . of the Police force including Shri Pawar, 
S.D.P.O., rec~ived injuries on account of stone throwing by the 
Muslims. One of these; viz., Bhim Shankar Nivarti Lad died. One· 
of the persons injured was a Muslim. 

6.2 Forty private persons, all Hindus, were injured. Thirty-nine .· 
<;>f them got. injuries. due to throwing of stones while one was in
JUred on account of throwing_ of a soqa water bottle.· 

6.3 Twenty-six persons, all Muslims, arrested as .accused from 
this area got injured while running. of· jumping· or due to fall.· Only 
one of them is shown to have got injured du'e to stone throwing. 

6.4 In the Baba Kadri Masjid area, 34 Police officers including 
Dy. S.P. Ghorpade, received injuries. Two of them got hurt from 
soda water bottles and others from. stone throwing. .These. included 
one Muslim constable as well.· 

6.5. Two _private persons v{z. liindu non-officials, received ir;t· 
juries due to stone throwi~gin this area. · · 

6.6 Fifty-nine arrested Muslims had injuries, two due to Police 
firing and 57 due to lathi charge. Of the two injured from Police 
firing, one Yusuf Abdulla, Shaikh died. 

6.7 In the disturbances near "Khatl.k Masjid, 23 Police officers 
includfng Dy. · . S.P. Deshpande, received injuries. ~ue · to stone 
throwmg. It may be mentioned that Dy. S.P. Deshpande was alf>o 
beaten by the rioters. · 

6.8 ·Thirteen non-officials got injuries,· four on account of Police 
firing, one due to lathi charge and the rest due to stone throwing. 
All the persons hit by firing were Hindus. . One of them, Babu 
Mahadeo Kadam, died. Another Smt. Sush1la Bhanudas Likhe, 
got injured when the bullet went off from the rifle of one of the 
policemen at the Modern Watch Company. Seven Muslims had in
juries due to stone throwing. 

6.9 There is evidence that the injured were promptly taken to 
the hospital for treatment of their injuries. No complaint about 
medical atte11tion has been made except for the statement of Shri 
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Tabib that written complaints about the unsatisfactory treatment of 
eight or ten Muslims injured during the riots were made to the 
Civil Surgeon. No other complaint has b.een made against them~~~~ 
cal treatment. Considering the nature of ·injuries on the Muslims, 
there is, however, no reason to suppose that medical.treatment of 
the injured Muslims had been unsatisfactory. · · · 



CHAPTER VII 

Investigation of cases registered and their result 

7.1 Five cases were registered in connection with the disturbances 
of the 17th September, 1967. All the cases were registered at 
Foujdar Chavdi Police Station. 

7.2 Criminal Report No. 195/67 was in respect of .the incident 
near Punjab Talim Mosque against 108 Muslims for vanous offences 
including one u/s 302, I.P.C. All the accused were challaned on the 
12th February, 1968. They were committed to the <;ourt of Sessions 
on the 28th March, 1968. On revision to the High Court by 78 
accused, 74 were discharged for want of evidence. The attempt of 
the Government to appeal against the order in the High Court or 
the Supreme Court failed. The other 34 persons proceeded against 
were tried by the Sessions Judge. On the 31st January, 1969, he 
convicted 24 of them and acquitted 10. One was convicted u/s 302 
I.P.C. and sentenced to imprisonment for life. 

7.3 Four accused were convicted u/s 120B I.P.C. and each was 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for a year and Rs. 300 fine. 

7.4 Twenty-two accused (including two convicted u/s 120B) 
were convicted u/s 147 and 323 read with s. 149 and u/s 295 read 
with s. 149 I.P.C. Four of them were sentenced till the rising of the 
Court and Rs. 25 fine and the other to 6 months R.I. and Rs. 100 fine. 

7.5 The other two of the four accused convicted u/s 120B were 
also convicted u/s 323/149 and 295/149 and each was sentenced to 
6 months R.I. and Rs. 100 fine on each count. The sentences of these 
two were to run consecutively, i.e., each of them had to undergo 
total imprisonment for 2 years. 

7.6 Appeals were filed by the convicted persons and the Govern
ment of Maharashtra filed an appeal against the acquittal. It also 
filed a revision application for enhancement of the punishment 
awarded to the convicted persons. They are still pending in the 
High Court for disposal. 

7.7 Criminal Report No. 196/67 is also about the incident near 
Punjab Talim Mosque in connection with the damage done to 
Muslim houses and shops and the shouting of slogans. The report 
was against 16 Hindus. They were challaned on the 19th Februar 
1968. All were acquitted by the Magistrate on the 7th April 196~' 
The question of filing an appeal against acquittal was under sc~utin · 
when information was furnished to the Commiss~on. Y 

7.8 Supplementary charge sheet was submitted against five 
accused (students of D.A.V. College) u/s 153A I.P.C. on the Sth 
July, 1968. 
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7.9 The third report, No. 194/67, is with respect to an incident in 
the Baba Kadri Mosque area. The report was against 90 Muslims. 
One person died. Four persons reported against were juveniles and 
charge sheet against them was submitted to the Juvenile Court at 
Sholapur on the 12th February, 1968. The same day 85 persons 
were challaned in the Court of J.M.F.C. ·Court No. 1, Sholapur. On 
the 27th April, 1968, 85 persons were committed to the Court of 
Sessions. One was considered juvenile and was ordered to be sent 
to a Juvenile Court. The case was decided on the 31st March, 1969 
by the Addl. Sessions Judge. Fifty were acqUitted. _Thirty-four 
were convicted u/ss. 143, 147, 152, 323, 325 and 332 read with s. 149 
I.P.C. and each was sentenced to R.I. for two months and. fine of 
Rs. 200. The Government of Maharashtra filed ap-peal · against the 
order of acquittal and also filed a revision ·application for the 
enhancement of the punishment awarded. They are pending in the 
High Court for disposal. 

7.10 Report No. 192/67 was with respect to the incidents at Khatik 
Mosque during the progress of the procession towards the immersion 
ghat. The report was against 24 Hindus. One of them was released 
u/s 169/Cr. P.C. Another died due to the injuries received in the 
Police firing and 22 accused were sent up for trial on the 29th De
cember, 1968 (1967). They were committed to the Court of Sessions 
on the 18th October, 1968. On the 23rd June, 1969, the II Addl. 
Sessions Judge convicted 14- accused and_ acquitted eight. Six per
sons were convicted of offences u/ss. 145, 148 152, 295, 332, 380, 427 
and 436 read with s. 149 I.P.C. Three persons were convicted of the 
aforesaid offences as well.as of the offence u/s 411 I.P.C. Five per
sons were convicted of the offence u/s 411 only. Each of these 14 
accused was sentenced, to imp;risonmen_t till the rising of the Court 
and fined Rs. 100. Tie question of filmg r~vision application for 
enhancement of the sentence and app7al agamst acquittal was under 
scrutiny when information was supphed to the Commission. 

7.11 The last report, No. 193/67, was· also about an incident at 
Khatik Mosque, relating to the attack on the returning processiomsts 
from the immersion ghat. ~he r~port was against 61 persons, all 
Muslims. Seven, who were JUvemles, were released u/s 169/Cr p c· 
on the 30th September, 1967. Fifty-~our were challaned on th~ 5th 
November, 1967. They were committe?- to the Court of Sessions on 
the 3rd May, 1968. The II Addl. Sessions Judge acqu'tt d 49 d 
conv~cted five by his order dated the. 30th. October, 1968I. ~ach of ~~e 
convicted person was sentenced to Impnsonment till th . . f 
the Court and fined for each of the various offence e nsmg 0 

s. 
7.12 There does not appear to be any undue dela · th . t' 

gation of the cases and their trial. · Y m e mves I-

7.1~ The se~tences to be aw~rded to persons convicted of offences 
committed durmg communal nots should not be light. 

·4-105 HA. 



CHAPTER VIII 

Rehabilita!iou 

8.1 As a result of the disturbances a,t ,t}:le Punj11b Talim; Baba: 
Kadri Mosque·~and Khatik Mosque·,· three persons died. A few per
sons got bullet injuries.' pamage ~as. done to the properties of 16. 
per:sons: Six of them were :be_tween Kasba Police Chowki and 
Khatik Mosque and the . r~mai~ng t~n were situated near _ the 
Punjab .Talim. The loss ~elat~ng to th~se ten properties was very 
minor. Details of th~ lo~s relating to the sixt~en properties are 
given _below:-

Name of the Sufferer Nature of damage/loss Approximate 
amount of loss. 

Rs. 

I. Shri Mahiboobsaheb Modern Watch Co., PrOperty 3,350 
Abdulsaheb Kureshi of stolen and damaged. 
Sholapur. 

2. Shri Munir 
Chandsaheb 

Sholapur. 

Ahmad Empire Watch Co. property 
Shaikh of stckn and d~magc d. 

3· Shri Miya Gulamnabi Indian Watch Co. prOperty 
Kasim Shaikh of Sholapur stolen and damaged. 

4· Shri Yusuf Ismail Reliable Watch Co. prOperty 
Shaikh of Sholapur. stolen and damaged. 

5· Shri Ismail Jahan Universal Watch Co. property 
Moham.ad Sayyad of stolen and damaged. 
Sholapur. 

6. Shri Ismail Abdul.. of D!ntal Dispensary property 
Sholapur. stolen and damaged. 

7· Shri Johen Mohmad A shed at House No. 454 was 
Abdul Rahim. Sharif of set on fire. · 
Sholapur. 

8. Shr! Mohamad Ali 
Yasxnsaheb of Sholapur. 

9, Shri Shba Dauikhan 
Pathan of Sholapur · 

10. Shri Mashak KashLnsaheb 
of Sholapur. 

GrOcery shop at houses Nos. 
455 and 456 was brOken op.:n 
and damaged was caused to 
e articles therein. 

A p1imk of the house was 
broken. 
A plank of the house was 
house was broken. 

1,290 

I,IOO 

so 

25 

3 

2 



Name of the sufferer 

II. Shri Mohamed Ali 
Kashimsaheb of Sholapur. 

49 

Natttre of damage/loss 

Planks of houses owned 
by Shri Mohamadali Yasin 
Saheb and a cycle belonging 
to Shd Alii Ladle Naik\vadi 
were brOken and set on fire. 

Approximate 
·amount of -loss 

·Rs. 

25 

12. Shri Vazaruddin Vastad of Doors of the house were brOken zo 
of Sholapur. 

13. Shri Ibrahim Mahiboob Doors of the house 
Shaikh of Sholapur. brOken. 

were 40 

14. Shri Abdul Hazi Lal Doors of the house were IO 
Mohamad of Sholapur. brOken 

IS· Muslin\ Jamat, Sholapur. A plank of the house was bre- 2 
ken. 

16. Shri l'vlaktumsahcb Doors of the house were brOken 50 
Saifansaheb Shaikh of 

Sholapur. 

8.2 Of the six persons who suffered substantial loss, Shri Ismail 
Abdul, whose Dental dispensary was damaged, was not granted any 
financial relief as he was not an indigent sufferer.· The other five 
persons of that area who owned watch shops were granted Rs. 1,000 
each as non-agricultural loan. Two of them did not actually receive 
the amount as they were unwilling to furnish the necessary secu
rity. On of them did not accept the amount on account of its alleged 
inadequacy and made a request for a non-agricultural loan of 
Rs. 7,000. The matter was pending with the Government at the time 
the necessary details were furnished by the Collector's Office. The 
sanctioned loan was paid to the other two. One of them, however, 
made a request subsequently for a grant of non-agricultural loan of 
Rs. 10,000 as the sum of Rs. 1,000 was inadequate. Correspondence 
in that connection was in progress when the details were submitted. 

8.3 The widow of the Police constable, Bhim Shankar Nivarti, 
was granted Rs. 430 by the Superintendent of Police. She probably 
also received Rs. 500 which amount is said to have been paid to the 
families of each of the three dec~ased persons by Shri Sadiq Ali, 
General Secretary of the All India C?ngress Committee. The other 
two deceased besides constable Bh1m Shankar Nivarti were a 
Muslim who died on account of bullet injury in the Baba Kadri 
Mosque area and a Hindu boy who died due to a bullet injury from 
the revolver fired by Dy. S.P. Deshpande in self defence at Khatik 
Mosque. The families of these two do not appear to have received 
anything from the Government. 
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8.4 One Smt. Sushila, daughter of Bhanudas Likhe of Sholapur, 
a maid servant, received a bullet ·injury when she was watching 
the procession from the house cif Dr. Antrolikar, opposite to Modern 
Watch Company. The bullet hit her when bullets went off from the 
two rifles of the armed constables who were protecting the Modern 
Watch Company against the rioters and the rioters tried to snatch 
the rifles from them. She was paid Rs. 200 as gratuitous relief. 

8.5 In addition to the above relief, a sum of Rs. 1,650 was distri
buted by the Relief Committee set up by the Sholapur City District 
Congress Committee. 



CHAPTER IX 

Adequacy of arrangements 

9.1 There is ample evidence on record to establish that the pu~lic 
authorities were very much alive to the possibilities of trouble durmg 
the Ganapati festival from the 7th to the 17th September, 1967 ~d 
that specific directions were issued to the officers . concerned Wl th 
the maintenance of law and order for being vigilant in getting in
formation about the hatching or the breaking out of any such 
troubles. Elaborate arrangements were made to see that no un
toward incident happened. 

9.2 Apart from the usual considerations of the possibility of dis
turbances during the festival, the communal disturbances at other 
places in August . 1967 made the authorities much more careful about 
the measures to be taken for the maintenance of law and order 
during tl:ie festival. 

. 9.3 On. the 18th · August, 1967 the Inspector General of Police 
issued instructions about the measures to be taken to make the 
:..1anapati festival a success and enclosed with these instructjons a 
~opy of the minute of· the meeting held on August 12, 1967. On the 
~8th August, 1967, the I.G. sent a wireless message to the Superin
tendent of Police stating that in view of the recent incidents in 
Kashmir and Ranchi. "Please alert your subordinate and take ade
quate precautions in areas )::1avin'g communal background." 'The 
Superintendent of Police forwarded copies to all the officers under 
him indicating that:-

''The situation requires to be under constant .watch and all 
developments ·in this respect should be communicated to the 
S.P. by quickest possible means." 

9:4 On the same day, .~.e., the 28th August~ 1967; the Secretary to 
the Government" of Mah¥a~htra, .H~rp.e Department (Special), sent 
a wireless message drawing . attenti?:q. to· the incidents which took 
place in RanchF on account of the agitation for Urdu being made·. a 
second official !Giiiguage ·in. Bi~ar~. and in Srinagar on account of an 
tnter-communal marriage · an.d ~~- the. possibiUty . of .. anti-social 
elements trying to exploit the mcidents for creating tension between 
different communities in other places. The message required the 
officers to be vigilant and to take-adequate precautionary measures 
and; if necessary, to keep communal and anti-social elements under 
check.. · 

9.5 .?-'he · Superintendez:tt o:f :r:oli~e forwarded copies of the message 
to the . vaii?Ul) officers· in the di~tnc~ on · ~he 29th August. · On the 
same day,- t.e.,- the .. 29th August~ .t~ Supermtendent of Police issued 
an o!der regarding the pr7ca11;t~onary ,n~e~sures to be ·taken in con· 
nechon with the Ganapatr festival, g1vmg necessary directions to 
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its officers, for being "in constant touch with the promoters o~ .the 
Ganapati Mandals and such allied orga?isa~i~ns and the political 
parties to use their good offices for mamtammg comm~nal har
mony." They were also required to take recourse to vanous legal 
precautions against bad characters .. It further. stated:-· 

''The officers· should not be caught unaware by any unexpect
ed developments and; therefore; niobile L.I.B. Centres are 
being opened· in the district." · 

9.6 On the 30th August, the S.P. issued an order introducing 
'Secret Talk Scheme' in Sholapur city .. Under this scheme soi_Ue 
intelligent men were to be selected from the men posted in the police 
stations and they were to be allotted a portion of the area falling 
under the jurisdiction of each police station in order to· collect 
advance information regarding Ganapati utsava. of that area. Such 
persons were also· ~equired to collect hiformation ·secretly . regarding 
communal di~turbances and maintenance of peace. The instruc
tions, inter alta, stated that they would collect information about 
anything w~ich might harm the Ganapati idol or the programme o~ 
cause any kind of trouble there and that they would· find out· any· 
place where ~uch conspiracy was. being hatched or where people 
were collectmg to create trouble ... They were· directed to keep a 
'close' watch on such things and intimate the information to the 
Police ~ta~ion a~d Control Room. without any loss of time. In· short; 
the obJect~ve of· th.e scheme was explained to be that the Police 
might _g~t-mformatwn in advance arid;keep themselves ready. They 
were drrected to keep·a close· and -vigilant watch on communal· and· 
anti-social· elements. One: Police Constable was: specially· deputed at· 
each o:fthe·L.I.R Centres' which·were situated afthe-· snecified· 
Police- Chowkies. 

9.7 It may, be noted.now that despite all mese. mstructions for 
vi~lance and for .. · ~o~lecting .inf6r:m:atiori with· resp7ct to ,~J?.Y. prepa
ratwn· for comm1ttmg breach of: the: peace durmg . the festival 
no information is said to have reached· the: authorities·· about th~ 
steps. taken-, by.the-Muslims~ in-collecting:. brick-bats, soda~ water 
bottles. and other:ariicles:of offence riot. orilyriri~their~liolises:-cm:. the 
route' of the; proces:;;ion ,· but~al~o .. in the. area, rie~r the: ~ Baba Kadii 
Mosque_ which did;n,ot lie. On that route-. T~ere.riiust]be, something 
irihere~tly wron.~ I~,.the -s¥stem. of.· .. -~.ollec~mg 1nformatiqn · ~· or in 
observing the achvihes ot the- people ,m the areas -Where, communal 
trouble· had, taken place. in. the: past:. · · 

9.8.The S,P. h~,also deposed:'-· 
-"Despite T tne: L.I:!t staff and. speeial; arrangein.ents · of: L.I.R 
centres during the Ganapati festiva~ and. strict directions- tti 
the L.I.B. and 9ther staff to collect, ~nt~lhge.~c~. n? informa
tion reached ·the. autho:ritieS:about 'the appreliellSIOn .of- trouble 
takit;g_ · _plac,e; o_n the :irn:mersio~ d~Y·. This. mal"· be du~ to:· ou~ 
staffs'. I~abiltty to get· contacts with ·the· ¥ushms,and· to:.mte;r':' 
pret th~Ir~conversatio:n:; Further, such thmgs are talked;about 
in: their halkas- in ~Secret meetings· where· these people' have 
no access." 

·' ~-~ 
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9.9 The D.M. has deposed:-

''There was n:o -intelligence· of' apprehension of a11y trouble due 
to the Ganapati' festivaL" 

9.10 The D. M. has_further deposed:-

"!he L.I.B. staff is. to be trained to be. _able:_to g?ther informa
tion of secret' metings, inCluding Halka mee~ings, which take 
place after the 'Vaaz' nieeti:~gs,. ~f o~ganisations _or_ people in 
respect to· communal matters. At.present information of such 
meetings is absolutely negligible'." · 

• 9.11 One of the apparent weaknesses of the Iritelligerice Branch 
m getting full information, especially about· the activities of the 
Muslim organisations and the Muslims, seems to be the lack of 
know: ledge of Urdu, a language in which_ pap~rs are usually. in cir
culatwn among the Muslim· community. The Superintendent of 
Police has deposed:-

"We mostly Jearn for the first time from Marathi or English 
newspapers: what appears·.in:-the Urdu papers and when any
thing of importance is' found. to 'be there we refer the: matter 
to the Special Branch of the State· where the original· papers 
are obtained· and~ transl~tio!ls ma:de of th_e- writings-to be con
sidered. There· are_ very f~w · people _lq1owing · . Urdu in the 
L.I.B. staff: r· do· not know of any non-Urdu or· non-Muslim 
paper which writes in a way to excite the fe.elb.lgs against 
Muslims." 

9.12 It· may also be noted that the--L):B. meri as well as the other 
Police forces· statio.ned · at Punjab Taliin · and Baba Kadd mosque 
fro'~· the 7th 1 to· the 17th September failed in noticing· the collection . 
._of bricks; stohesretc. in the·Baba Kadri mosq'uEi'aiid the ho-uses near 
abo'ut ·the two mosques. 

9.13 Police Inspector Kulka~ni. has stated: 
'~Til~· intelligerice;shiff would be·exp~ted to secure inform?.· 

tioti about' the collection'. of'missiles; etc'. iri the: Masjid or i:ri'.a 
house." 

, . ~·;~-,i:::>~b~lnsj:Jeetcir~ Verma·_ c:Zi~'s-; rr:asgaonka~ · who was in· the 
Spec1al Brarich from· a· few years ear her,. deposed:-:-

"N o:rie of the L.I.B;·' staff:' rep·orted any apprehension- of 
trouble·: duriin7:· the Gimap-:iti' festival.. The' only: explanation·· I 
·can 'give' fcir' the' total'·' aosence: of: information· • 'in··this area: is 
-that ,the. prepara~iorts· vyere:b~ing:. J?ad~ secretly~- 'J:!le 'm~ssi!es 
thrown, from· the: Baba' Katln Mosque and those~ found: ms1de 
it" could nave been' collected 'thro'?gll.: the' mosque door· ori the 
north and the door leading to. other·houses,on.'the· west. · !twas 
th.e ,duty qf the armed __ ~ll~rd_:R<;>lic~ ~orce post~_d at th.e ~0:5que 
to keep ai{ eye··o:rr·the, entran._ce to_1t. ·.The Polfce force~ co11ld 
have' ehterea· th~- mosque to ensure that <.nothing· un'toward too~ 
place ·there. SuperviSory officers collected the · repo'rts fro~ 
the fixed points." 



54 

9.15 Dy. S. P. Pawar stated:-

"! was at Punjab Talim Mosque from 12 noon on 17.9.1967~ 
None of the L.I.B. men gave any report of any suspicious. 
activities on the part of the people of the area." 

9.16 Police Inspector D. M. Kulkarni has deposed:-
"The Police force·at the Baba Kadrl Masjid could not have· 

known of the collection of the brick-bats etc. through the two. 
entrances other than the main entrance where the police force 
was posted. · Of the other two sides one on the North opens. 
on a lane and the other on the South is through House No. 761. 
I do not know whether this house forms part of the mosque
or :riot. On the procession days constables are posted on the 
roofs cif the mosques on the routes of the procession. I had 
Baba Kadri Mosque checked on account of its importance and 
due· to this Police force had been stationed. There could have 
been, and possibly should have been, inspection of the mosque· 
shortly before taking out of the procession. 

I did not check ·up Khatik Masjid when I reached after 
2.30 P.M. on 17.9.1967 after seeing through another Ganapati 
procession of 10 or 12 Ganapaties." 

9.17 He himself looked up the Punjab Talim, Khatik Mosque and 
Baba Kadri Mosque on the 16th September, 1967, the day preceding 
the immersibn day · 

9.18 The S.P. has stated:-

"The Police poste_d at· the Kadri Mosque during the· 
Ganapati Festival could not keep a watch as there are two
entrances to the m9sque for collecting material and further,. 
there had been no information about something going on there. 
I myself checked the mosque at 10 a.m. on 17.9.1967 and by· 
that there haa been no collection of such material." · 

9.19 A detailed bandobast order was issued by the Superintendent 
of Police on the· 3rd September,. 1967 drawing attention to the fact 
that public installation of Ganapatis without any passes would amount 
to breach of the J ahirnama and the concerned persons would be pro
cute.d. It was emphasised that the Police Officers must take fullest 
advantage of the. scheme of L.I.B .. Centres and post themselves with· 
up-to-date information, plan and preparation of any sedion of the· 
community. It also indicated that the members of the· Peace Com
mittee agreed to be at the· strateg.ic points which have had a com-
munal history in the past, viz., PunJab Talim; Khatik Masjid, Bagwan 
Galli etc. The officers were enjoined ·to take. assistance from these 
members for. maintaining law and order. They were also enjoined 
to have complete ·liaison with the members· of the· Madhyavarti 
Ganesh Utsav Mandai, Sholapur. 

9 20 About·Hbme:Guards, the ~rder s~oke of. the assignment of 

100 Home Guards to the ·t~r~e Pohce St~bons a~d stated that these 
Home Guards would. be utilised for routme duties only and not for· 

hRndohast. 



55 

9.21 Lastly, the order . emphasised that the situation in Sholapur 
~h~mgh outwardly calm was most delicate from the communal view
JOint. and directed the officers to· communicate to S.P. and S.D.P.O. 
all m~tters,. however, trival, after taking action on the spot as the
e~penence m t~e past had shown that the promptness and imme
di~te apprehensiOn of the offenders had been most effective in easing: 
the communal tension. · 

9.22 The order provided for the deputation of a force consisting: 
of one Head Constable and nine Constables with the S.R.P. under 
a S~~-Inspector at the Punjab Talim, Khatik Masjid and Baba Kadri 
MasJid from the 7th September, 1967 till the immersion procession 
wa~ over. Sub-Inspector Patil was in charge of the force at Punjab 
Tahm, Sub-Inspector M. A. Khan was in charge of the force at Khatik 
Masjid and Sub~Inspector· Gulab Singh was i!l charge of the force. 
at Baba Kadri Masjid. 

9.23 The arrangements were further strengthened on the 17th 
September, 1967. Two Policemen were posted on each of the roofs 
of two houses in each ·of the areas of Khatik Masjid, Punjab Talim 
and Baba Kadri Masjid. . 

9.24 The Ganapati immersion pr:ocession was to be headed by 
Sub-Inspector Ashetkhar with a force of 20 men and was to be 
followed by Sub-Inspector Vanjari with a force of !W men. One 
Police Inspector, S.R.P., was to be on the left flank and another on 
the right flank of the· procession·. These officers were directed to 
remain moving from front to the tail of the procession of their res
pective sides. 

9.25 Ten S.R.P. men were further· posted· at Punjab Talim and: 
ten S.R.P. men were also posted at Khatik Masjid under Police 
Inspector Kulkarni.· Two sections of the S.R.P. i.e., 20 men with 
officers were ordered to stand at Khatik Masjid from 9 a.m. on the· 
17th September to meet any emergency. These men were to be· 
under the S.D.P.O. City. 

9.26 In another order issued by the Superintendent of Police on' 
the 3rd September, 1967, vyith referenc~ to L.I.B. teams, the nature 
of various incidents which could cause communal flare up and create
law and order problems· were mentioned and one of the incidents 
mentioned was ·the. shouting of slogans denouncing a particular· 
community. 

9.27 In all the' total Police force deployed on the 17th September, 
1967 consisted of the D.i:G.,. the S.P., · three Dy~ S.Ps.; eight Police·· 
Inspectors and 33 P.S.Is. and 759 nien. 

9.28 We do not think that any better arrangements could have 
been made for the occasion. Yet trouble bi:·oke out. lit was the:e
after that due to the arrangements and the alertness of the P?h;e 
Officers the troubles at the various places could be controlled w1th1n 
a reasonable time .of their breaking, out. 
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9.29:_The inadequacyLof the :int~lligence system has· already been 

~ommented upon.:' It: should' not' be difficult to· devise· ·means to 
;treiigthen: the system; whiCh woUld enable the L.tB; men to collect 
lnformation about all; groups of people. 

9.30 ·The· Police force at Baba Kadri Mosque was remiss in its 
duty in not observing that the mosque had' other entrances and 
keeping an eye on them to see that nothing objectionable was taken 
in and stored there; 

9:31 The looting of the shops between· Kasba Police· Chowki and 
Khatik Mosque that night and' the inactivity of the police· in acting 
against the looters in. the various incidents. except the looting of the 
Modern Watch Shop have been criticised by some witnesses. Shri 
P. G. Kusurkar, Convener, Secular Forum (P.S.P.). was summoned 
but did not appear before the Commission. He said· in his written 
statement:-

"It is worthwhile noting that one of the looted shops was 
in front of: Police Chow key and while· it was being broken the 
Police force and some of the Police Officers were .. just" near the 
shop. One big Police vehicle with a number of Police from 
R.P.I. were not more than-20 feet away from .the shop, but no 
one· cared· to interfere. To a layman, this was most surpris
ing an:l distressing. 

After a little' while a Sub-Inspector came with a few cons
tables and he. used batons· and sticks· and dispersed the mob. 
There were four or five other shops belonging to·the Muslims 
which had been already looted and broken up. The whole 
incidEmt. is· q1,1it~. un-understandable and· distressing: Why 
should not the Police· have taken care to intervene aEI' soon a:s 
the people began ·to break open· and loot· the· shops'?" 

9.32 The pretnise: ori which the criticism. i~ based i!S rioj; .. fu~ly 
correct. Sub-Inspector Vanjari who was at :.the rear of- the proces
sion states regarding looting of the shops in front of the Kasba Police 
Chowki:___: 

"When the Ajoba·Ganapati'reached the junction of·the lane 
running: east-west; and· north and south near Kasba Police 
Chowki; r:·heard ·that shops vvere being looted. I left 10 con
stables a't the back of the Ganapati and with 10 constables 
rushed further. Seeing, me, some persons who were looting 
the--two sho~ in front of the police: chowki c;a:r_ne· ou~ -and fie~. 
I· pursued them up to· ModerJ?. .Watch· Co.. Durmg th1s. pursmt, 
I did not'. see· any. other shops· being broken· or- looted. The 
procession kept moving· ahead." 

9:33 He further states;_,...; 
·~r dtd·not notice any ·constable- fronf the Kasoa· Police 

Ch6Wk'i ·or 'fro'm · those·· who·· were acc~mpahyi~_g the various 
Ganapatis at tlJ.e two shops.'u:6.d~r the Kasba Police Chowki.;' 
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9.34 The Police Chowki had only one Head Constable and a few 
Home Guards who were requisitioned for routine duty only but were 
~at t~ be used for ba~dobast purposes under the or.ders of the 
f upermtendent of Police. The Kas~ba~ Police Chowki is about a 
url?ng fr.om the temple of the Sonya Maruti where the Police 

vehicle With armed force and with· tear-gas squad stood and also 
from the place ;vhere the other force. on fixed point duty was posted 
Mar the Khatlk Mosque .. The enhr~ route between the Khatik 

f
osque ar;td _the Kasba Pollee Chowki can be presumed to be full 

o processwmsts; 

9.35 Inspector Kulkarni who was- on duty at the Khatik: Mosque 
has thu~ expl?l-ned.the inability of the Police in checking-the looting 
and actmg against the looters:-

"The shops between the Kasba CHowki and Khatik mosque 
could be attacked and looted by the processionists despite the 
presence of the constables with the Ganapatis as all the' pro
cessions were· in a compact form and·were moving together; 
We the officers of the Police force at Khatik mosque noticing 
the attack on _Modern Watch Company rushed to that place. 
We did not know' of the .looting of other shops eastwards of' 
the'. Mbdern Watch Company and· even. if we had' infonnatiori 
we c;:quld not' have left: the Kh~tik mosjid fixed po,int as·. that 
could_ have led to much worse events at- the mosque." 

9~36 Besi~es, it· appears to _}:>e · r!lther ~ifficult·. for· the force ~t 
Khatik ·Mosque to· force its was through the pro~e~sionists. up· to the 
various shops which some of the processionists· we're looting.' The 
set· of two-constables which was- escorting· a- particular Ganapati-could 
not have done: much even if it had thought of forsaking the escort 
duty in order to. apprehend the looters. 

9.37 Shri T. G. Kakade, Taluka Executive Magistrate, posted at 
·the Khatik Mosque. that night deposed- that from. the. Police Station 
_east of the dargah at ~he c~~ner of the ~hatik Masjid where .~e was, 
he could neither have a v1ew of the watch shops other than the 
Modern Watch Shop nor could he have .a view of the: procession in 
view of there being a bend in the road between the dargah and . the 
Xasba Police· Chowki. 

9.38 Shri :beshpande S.:b.P.O., who was at the Khatik mosque 
:states:-

"The police force .stationed at Khatik mosque was used in 
controlling the mob at the junction of th_e lanes near about 
the Khatik Mosq_ue and in front of the mosque: Some·· of ·the 
force was used m pushing ahead . the processionists further. 
The situation was such that no police men could be coHected. 
It was ·thus that Inspector Kulkarni and I had to rush to the 
Modern Watch. Company and. the .mosque and tackle the 
crowd." 

9.39 These statements explain why no action could be taken by 
"the police against the· looters of the shops other than Modern Watch 
'Shop· near Khatik Mosque. 



CHAPTER X 

Causes 

10.1 Of the four incidents which too~ place at Sholapur on the· 
17th. September, 1967, the two near Khatik Mosque were sequel to
the mcidents which had taken place earlier at the Punjab Talim and' 
Baba Kadri Mosque that night. The news of. these incidents irri
tated the processionists at Khatik Mosque and they looted about half a 
dozen shops of Muslims in that area. When the Police Officers posted 
at ~atik Mosque, went to 'protect the Modern Watch Company 
agamst the rioters and looters some of the processionists attacked the 
mosque itself .. It was as a result of these incidents that when some 
of. the_processionists were returning from 'the immersion ghat later 
that mght, a·immber of·Muslims attacked them. 

10.2 Why the first two incidents at the Punjab Talim and Baba 
Khadri MC!sque took place is to be gather:ed from the past l;istory of 
t e relations of the two communities m the town wh1ch had a 
P_opulation of 2,57,495 Hindus and 59,564 Muslims in 1961. S~nc~ 1925· 
till. the 17th September, 1967 there had been a number of mc1dents 
whiCh were communal in nature in the sense that they :were not 
a~tuated by any personal or private motive. '!he follow~ng table 
~lV~s the figures of the incidents and the occasiOns on which those 
InCidents took place:-

Incidents 

Rath Proccss1ons 

. ~anapati festival 

Gadda fair 

Shivajayanti festival 

Desecration of id~ls 

Hindu funeral Procession • 

hindu m.arriage procession and feast 

Assault on Hindus . 

Assault on Muslim,s . 

Trespqss on land belonging to Hindus 

Stabbing cases due to other causes . 

Number of cases 

Muslims Hindus 
vvere vvere 

accused accused 

2I 

13 

16 

I 

2 

3 

I 

I 

34 

94 

'I 

I6 

I 

32 

61 

Total 

29 

I6 

I 

I 

66 

155 
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10.3 This is really a summary ·of the statement (Annexure-IX) 
showing details of communal incidents recorded within Sholapur 
city limits during the years 1925 to 1967, attached to the affidavit 
of the Superintendent of Police as Annexure '.fi.'. 

10.4 A thing noticeable in regard to the occasions on. which these 
disturbances took place is that they took place ·during Hindu 
festivals only. It has been deposed so by certain witnesses as well 
as admitted by one of the Muslim witnesses. He (Shri M.·K. Tabib, 
President, Muslim League, Sholapur) has stated:-

"The allegation that disturbances occur only during Hindu 
festival and not during Muslim festival is corr.ect only in so 
far that they occur only when Hindus abuse Muslims or shout 
slogans to create noise before mosque during their · proces
sions. On other occasions of Hindu festi.val, no disturbances 
take place." 

10.5 The Annexure IX shows that two funeral processions and 
one marriage procession were attacked by Muslims when the pro
cessions were passing by a mosque with music. 

10.6 !It appears that incidents on the occasion of 'Rath' procession 
took place in 1925 and 1927, that incidents in connection with the 
Ganapati festival took place in 1927 and 1966 and that incidents on 
the occasion of 'Gadda' fair took place in 1941. Thus, it was on five 
occasions that 77 incidents took place, 50 by Muslims and 27 by 
Hindus. 

10.7 18 cases of stabbings-6 by Hindus and 12 by Muslims-took 
place in 1939 on account of the procession of Arya Samaj Satyagraha 
shouting slogans objected to by the Muslims. 

10.8 In June 1947, 6 cases of stabbing-4 by Hindus and 2 by 
Muslims-took place which, according to the District Magistrate, 
started on account of the employees of a Cinema House taking 
different sides at the dismissal of an employee of the Cinema House. 

10.9 42 stabbing cases also took place early in August 1947. Of 
the 20 Hindus stabbed, 13 :died and out of the 22 Muslims stabbed, 
10 ~ied. The statement at Annexure IX does not give the motive 
behmd these stabbing cases. Possibly they were due to the rising 
communal tempo prior to the partition of the country. · 

.~0.10 Shri Abdul Sattar Mohmedhusein Jamadar stated in the 
:vrnten st~tement that these disturbances were due to the partition
mg of Ind1a. 

10.11. In each of the years 1952 and 1955, one case of an attack 
on a Hmdu funeral procession took place. Thereafter no incident 
took place till 24th Apri1'1966, i.e., for a period of about 11 years. 

10.12 Two of the incidents indicat~ the revengeful spirit of the 
J>eopl.e. On the 3rd July, 1966,.a Hmdu cyclist dashed against a 
.Mushm. This led 9 Muslims to attack that Hindu and 5 others. As a 
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~epr:~sal, . on ,t~e 1st August, 1966, .the .Hindu .cyclist and 9 others. 
assaulted t>Oll1~ Muslims in Punjab Talim area. Both .the· cases how-
ever, ended in acgriithil. · · · ' 

10.13 _on ti;e 20th September, 1966, 5 cases took place during the 
G_anapa~I -festival. .Sub-Inspector Kulkarni describes them thus in. 
his wntten statement dat~d the :8th April, 1968:-

''On 20-9-1966 -the Ganapati idol installed at Kiriteshwar Math. 
wc:s ·damaged by some boys. The offence was registered at. 
this police --station vide C.R. No. 158/66 ujs 448-426-295 I.P.C. 
The offence remained undetected. 

On the same night Hindus took out a procession from Tilak. 
Chowk with a new Ganapati idol for re-installation in the 
~Kiriteshwar Math ·when the procession was passing Zakaria 
hotel in Navi Peth, which is run by a Muslim. Some of the· 
persons entered the Zakaria hotel and damaged the property 
m the shop. The miscreants were driven out by the Police 
and the procession proceeded. At that time I was at Kiritesh
war Math investigating the offence at S. No. 3 above. Since I 
found that the procession took more time to reach the Math 
~nd hence I went along the route of the procession to find out. 
Its location. It was in Choupad. I accompanied the procession. 
When it was passing through Punjab Talim lanes, stones were 
pelted on the procession, but the procession was hastened for
ward and it reached the destination without any major dam~ 
age. After it had reached the Kiriteshwar Math the procession 
terminated and the people in the procession started going 
away. Some of them went towards Baba Kadri mosque. I 
went towards the Baba Kadi-i lane with some S.R.P. men and 
blocked the lane so that no Hindu should go towards that side 
lest a clash may ensue. Meanwhile, heavy stone throwing 
started from the Baba Kadri mosque and the house tops of 
round about Muslim residents. While I was doing bandobast 
there, a big stone pelted from the. ~ouse top of a Muslim .hit 
me on my head causing a sev~re ll1J~ry. I started bleed:n~ 
profusely and hence I was Immediately removed to C1V1l 
Hospital for treatment. On.e Police driver was also hurt. 
Thereafter, Hindus set fire to the house of a Muslim but it was 
soon extinguished by the Police. The m?.b then went ~awards 
~anjrapol and tried to set .fire to the Kall mosque. W1th the 
tn~ely arrival of the police the mob ran away. An offence at 
th1s police station C.R. No. 160/66, ujs 147-149-332, 337 IPC 
was registered One Shankar Lonari · and 9 others were 
arrested and ch~rgesheeted. The case is subjudice. 

A group of the mob broke open the pan shop of a Muslim in 
Panjrapol, the same night .and rem~ved pr.operty from there. 
In this connection an offence was reg1st~red at C.R. No. 162/66· 
ujs 45·7-380-"426 IPC. The offence remamed und~tected. An
other group broke open the cycle shop of a Mushm near Pan~ 
j;rapol and damaged the property there. An offence a~ this: 
police station C.R. No. 163/66 u/s 457-45? IPC was registered. 
and investigated, This offence aJso remamed undetected. 
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The situation was immediately brought under control." 

10.14 Four incidents took place in 1967.,.-all by Muslims. Two re
lated to attacks on .Hindu marri~ge parties. 

10.15 Recurrence of communal incidents, though at an interval 
of a few years, tends to sustain a sense of ill-fe~ling .between the~ 
members of the two communities. In a surcharged atmosphere, even. 
mild provo~ations can lead to violent incidents. 

10.16 The reason for this spurt of violent happenings since the 3rd 
July, 1966 may be found in other earlier incidents in 1966 which 
vitiated the communal atmosphere. 

10.17 The other statement (Annexure X) giving .details of inci
dents that caused communal tension at Sholapur city during 1963 to 
1967-attached as Annexure 'B' to the affidavit of the Superintendent 
of Police-shows that such inc~dents in 1966 were as many as· 9 
and that there were· 4 such incidents in 1967. 

10.18 The anti-cow slaughter movement m the country account
ed for two incidents in December, 1966. 

10.19 One incident of 1966 is _significant and has been· referred to 
by witnesses as one of the .mairi incidents actuating the Muslims to 
harbour a grudge against the Police official~ and especially the Police 
officials stationed at the Jail Road ~ohce Station. The District 
Magistrate allowed a certain number of torches to be.taken.out' with 
the M.oharrum pr:ocession in 1966. On the 2nd .May, ,1966, the Police 
on checking the number of torches fo_und a larger number of torches. 
and, therefore, seized the number m ex~ess. This infuriated the. 
Muslims who. did not take out the processiOn and instead organised 
on the next day a 'morcha' of about 2,000 Muslims before the Col
lector's Office demanding an enqu~y into ~he action taken by the 
Police. It was alleged th~t one ~.ohce official had, manhandled the 
Mutwali of Darvesh Tahm MasJid who caused physical obstruction 
to the Police during the seizure o~ the torches. It is said that it was 
on an undertaking by the Superm~endent of Police that he would 
look into the matter that the Muslims agreed to take out the proces
si9n. It could have been suspected i?Y the Muslims that the Police 
action was probably on some complamts by local Hindus. 

10.20 The effect of this incident has been stated thu · th 
written statement of the District Magistrate:_ s m e 

"The whole episode, how,ever, lingered in the m· d f th 
Muslims causing them to nurse a strong grievanc m .s . 0 t the 
Hindus as· well as the Police for the search that' t~ af~\ns h ~ 
made at the instance of the .former resultincr in sue a .er a 
the Karbala procession on the last day of Mohu spensw11; of 
by way of protest against the action of the Pou:!uf fh.st~alt 
time in the history of Sholapur." • or e rs 

10.21 The District Magistrate has also deposed before us:-
"1 cannot giv.e ~my P?:rti~ula~. reason for the increase of inci-· 
dents for communal t~ns1on m 1966 but I have a feeling that: 
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the incid t . 
sian on 1e_n Which took place du~ing the M.uharram . proces-
Muslims 5-1.966 created some bitternes:;; m the mmds .. of 
about M aga.mst Hindus for their complamt to the authonhes 
sancti dshms taking much larger number of torches than 

one by the District Magistrate for the procession." 

10.22 The DIG 
· · · of Police has stated before us:-

"There h . . . · . 
ties f as been bitterness of feelings between the commum-
incid rom the incident at the 1966 Moharram. A number of 
niti ents took place between the members of the two commu
Hin~ thereafter. Incidents in 1966 were committed by both 
1967 us and Muslims but the incidents which took place in 

Were an committed by the Muslims." 

10.23 He further stated:-

~~he M~slims of Sholapur had a feeling of animosity against 
b ~ pohce since 1966 Moharram when there was a dispute 
tie we~n the Mutwali and Head Constable Swami in connec
Mon 

1
!'VIth the seizure of the extra torches. The procession of 

a u~ Irns Whic!:t marched to the Collect?r's Office in protest 
c ga~st the seizure of the extra torches m the Moharram pro-
esswn shouted anti-police slogans." 

.10.24 The s p h · 
· · as stated before us:-

"T~e incident of 1966 Moharram gave rise for resentment 
~gamst the Hindus ·who had complained about the excess 
s·umber of torches to be taken out in the Moharram process
than and also there was resentment against the Police due to 

feD allegation that a Head Constable had slapped the Mutwali 
0

. arwaz Talim. On enquiry by my predecessor the allega
tion of slapping was found to be unsubstantiated. Torch light 
brocessions are banned by the State Government. They can 

e taken out only with the permission .of the D.M. and in 
accordance with the conditions laid down:' 

10·25 Shri M. S. Varma alias Tasgoankar has st2.ted b2fore us:

~The incident could have led to a complaint against th-2 police 
or the alleged excess but assumed a communal colour on 
Mco~nt of the slogans shouted during the 'Morcha' led by the 
. u~hms to the D.M. and the S.P. The slogans included "Mus

lims of the world are one" and the other slogan was that "If 
You are a Muslim, join this 'Morcha' (procession in protest)." 

ft 10·26 The revival of ill feelings between the two communities 

f
a er the Torch incident of 2nd May 1966 appear to be responsible 
or th · 'd e InC! ents thereafter. 

ce~ 1P·27 It may be noted that during the Ganapati immersion pro
al;siOn of 1967 the Jail Road Police Station and the D.A.V. College 
p 0 .h~d Ganapati processions for the first time. The main attack at 

UnJ a •,ralim was on the Police Ganapati, though pelting of stones 
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had started a few minutes earlier on the D.A.V. College Qanapati 
procession, which was slightly ahead of t~e Jail Road Ganapati pro
cession and whose boys shouted abusive slogans against the Muslims. 

10.28 A. Sattar in his written statement states about the causes 
for the disturbances on 17th September, 1967:-

"The procession which previously contained particular Gan~ 
patis were augmented at this time by the addition of Jail Road 
Police Station Ganapati and· Dayanand College students Gan
pati. 

These Ganapaties really provoked the feelings of lVI.ohomedans 
inhabiting in the locality· where the disturbance occurred 
namely Punjab Talim Mohalla." 

10.29 Another incident worth noticing~ and which is said to have 
annoyed the Muslim community a lot, h~d been the seizure of large 
quantities of unlicensed ·stocks of explosive on the 11th September, 
1967 and the 15th September, 1967 from the shops and godown of 
Haji Mohd. Hussain Falt:ruddin Maniyar who is said to be a widely 
respected citizen and a top ranking businessman of Sholapur deal
ing in various items including explosives. The case was registered 
at the Jail Road Police Station vide Item 14, Annexure. 'B' attached 
to the affidavit of the Superintendent of Police. (Annex. X) 

10.30 This followed an in~i~ent of expl~sion on the 31st May, 1967 
which had aroused the suspiCIOn of the Hmdus against the Muslims. 
In this connection, Inspector Kulkarni states in his written state
ment:-

"There was no tension as such between the two communities 
before 17-9-67. On 31-5-67 a J.y.fuslim girl was playing with 
a steel rod to which a ~reen WI!e was tied, in front of her 
house near Punjab Tallm. While she was playing with the 
rod like a whip, there was an explosion and the girl sustained 
fatal injuries while some other children received minor in~ 
juri.es. This incident had ~rouse~ tJ:e suspicion of the Hindus 
agamst t~e Muslims. The mvesbgab?n disclosed that it was 
an electnc detonator and the explosiOn was due to frictional 
heat. 

Thereafter,, on 11-9-67 Sholapur Police raided the sho of Shri 
M. F. Maniyar, a well known merchant and s · p d h 
stocks of' unlicensed detonators, gelatine~ (gelign~~z} ~ge 
siuJ? cyanide etc. This co~fir;ned the suspicion of ~~e 'Ifi~d~~ 
aganlst ~he Muslims .. The 1~c1dent embittered the f li . f 
the Mushm commumty agamst the Hindus." ee ngs 0 

10.31 He has deposed that due to the explosion 6 7 . h'ld 
b ti H . d d . · · d D . or c I ren, 

o ? m u ~n Muslim, wer~ lllJUre · .lVI.'s report shows that 
besides the girl who died 2 Hmdu and 4 Muslim ch'ld · 
J·ured in the inc·d t ' . I ren were 1n~ 1 en. 
5-105 HA. 
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10.32 S.D.P.O. Ghorpade stated in his written statement:-

"The consensus of the suspicions of the Hjndu witnesses stay
ing in the locality was that the o~ject was kept in the ho';lse 
by some relatives of the deceased girl and the girl not knowmg 
what it was, brought it out and started cracking it like a t?y
whip. Subsequent investigation showed that the explosive 
was an electric detonator which was ignited by frictional heat 
on account. of its hitting yvith the iron rod. 

On 11-9-67 the Sholapur Police raided the shop of Haji M. F. 
Maniyar, a well known stationery, cutlery, drugs,· poisons, 
arms and ammunitions and explosives dealer of Sholapur and 
discovered ·huge· stocks ·of unlicensed detonators, gelatines 
(gelignite), potassium chloride,· potassium cyanide (a deadly 
poison which was used by the Devarishis gang of Sholapur 
for committing series of murders and which was surrepti
tiously sold by this merchant) and his shops,. authorised and 
unauthorised godowns were all sealed. This confirmed the 
suspicion of the Hindus and if I may say so, even of some 
Muslims about the source of the supply of the explosive 
which ~nded in the death of the unfortunate girl in May 1967 
near Punjab Talim. This incident left the Muslim community 
in Sholapur in a crest-fallen mood." 

10.33 Sub-Inspector Tasgaonkar deposed before us on the 15th 
July, 1969:-

"The case against Maniyar is still sub-j-udice. I was a member 
of the raiding party on his house. He found an unauthorised 
godown with large quantity of explosives which were re
covered. These included 4,000 detonators, gelatine (gelignite) 
and potassium cyanide." 

10.34 The D.M. has stated in his written statement that the effect 
of. the seizure of the explosives was that Haji M. F. Maniyar, a local 
businessman of repute, was badly exposed, and that this caused con
siderable bitterness amongst the Muslims at Sholapur. 

10.35 The D.I.G. stated in his written statement that the seizure 
of. explosives '~presumably worked up Muslim community." 

10.36 Another incident may also be referred to to indicate how 
lingering ill-f~elings lead to incidents which cause communal ten
sion and at times lead to communal violence. In May 1967 Shri 
Abdul Sattar Mohd. Husain J amadar reported. to the Police about 
the digging up of a graveyard in connection with the celebration of 
Shivjayanti. The information was found to be false and he was 
subsequently convicted on the 6th June, 1968 u/s 182 I.P.C. 

10.37 S.D.P.O. Ghorpade stated in his written statement:-

"On 4th May 1967 Shri Abdul Sattar Jamadar gave informa
tion on p~one to. the Inspector of Police, Foujdar Chavdi 
police statwn (which he .later confirmed in writing) that the 
organisers of the Shiva Jayanti Utsava, Mandai who were to 
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celebrate Chhatrapati Shivaji birthday on 11-5-1967 were 
demolishing the Muslim tombs in a Muslim burial ground 
called Anarkali Takia. On verification this information was 
found to be absolutely false and frivolous and given with a 
view to stall the celebrations pertaining to the birthday of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji. Shri Sattar is now being prosecuted 
under Section 182 I.P.C. and the case is sub-judice. In addi
tion to giving the above false information Shri Sattar, through 
one of his relatives filed a plaint, equally false and frivolous 
against the organisers of another body_ called SJrlv Smarak 
Mandai who were also to celebrate the birthday of Chhatra
pati Shivaji and had invited a historian and literature called 
Shri Bal Shastri Haridas of Nagpur to give a series of lec
tures on the life of Chhatrapati Shivaji and some others who 
had nothing to do with the organisations or. celebrations pray
ing for an ad interim and· permanent injunction against the 
persons mentioned above frqm performing any celebrations 
or giving any lectures on the ground that the land on which 
these functions were to be held was a part and parcel of the 
said Anarkali T.akia. The Court issued an interim injunction 
and this caused a disappointment amongst Hindus beca.use 
the plaint was absolute~y frivolous and the i~junction was 
served just about the t1me, w~en the celebrations were to 
start. The Muslims started havmg secret deliberations with 
the guidance of Shri Sattar · Jamadar in the Punjab Talim 
locality which is close-by. The police took preventive action 
against Shri Abdul Sattar and his henchmen and the District 
Court after hearing the parties vacated the interim injunc
tion and dismissed the suit. The celebrations of Shivaji birth
day were then performed without any hitch." 

10.38 The following table quoted fr~m . Annexu;re 'C' of S.P.'s 
affidavit shows that there has been a. s1gmficant mcrease in . the 
number of 'Waz' meetings of the Tabhq Jamaat at Sholapur smce 
1964 and specially since ~ay 1966 when the torches were seized 
during the Moharram festival. 

Information 1·egarding meetings of Tab!iq Jamaat in Shoiapur city 
for the.year 1964 to 1967 (4-12-1967) 

Year 
Jan. 

6 

s 

IO 

Feb. March April May June July 

s 
8 

7 

17 

4 

12 

31 

II 

IS 

s 
19 

18 IS 9 

5 II 13 

19 24 IS 

25 II 
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Information regarding meetings of Tabliq Jamaat in Sholapttr 
· city for 'the year 1964 to 1967 (4-12-:67)-continued. 

Year August S!pt. Oct. NJv. D.!C. Total 

1964 9 15 14 r6 12 I34 

!965 9 13 I-j. 15 r6 I36 

1966 .15 r6 32 8 8 I 50 

!967' 4 22 24 4 191 
(up to 

(4-12-1967) 

10.39 Jamadar Naikwadi of the Special Branch has deposed:-
"In the Waz the speakers used to refer to the hardships 

borne bv Hazrat Mohammed and asked the Muslims to foll;ow 
his exa1ilple in forbearance in spite of the harsh or tyranmca] 
treatment meted out to them. 

I attended the meeting of the Majlis Mushawarat at Vijapur 
Waz on 12th September 1967. While passing certain ~esolu
tions the Muslims were advised to bring their complamts to 
the Mushawarat to be dealt with and get redress and that they 
should not take any action on theh .... wn. I cannot say with
out luoking up my report whether anything against the Gov
ernment was said at the meeting. The effect of these resolu
tions was that the minds of the Muslims were polluted against 
the Hmdus. 

I do not know who presided over the meeting. I cannot 
say whether anything against the Hindus was said at the 
meeting. 

At no meeting of a.ny of the Muslim organisations was it 
said that the Muslims were not citizens of India. 

What I have said in answer to question No. 4 that the vari
ous branches of Muslim organisations in Sholapur propagate 
co~munal views secretly and tha.t Muslims are not citizens of 
India and that India is not their country is in view of the fact 
that 4 or 5 Muslims at the Halka talk together and do not 
allow n:e to be present and even otherwise on my arrival they 
would JUst start speaking on some religious matter. From 
these. facts I presume that they must be secretly propagatincr 
what I have said in my answer. "' 

M I ~m of the opinion that the Jamaat Islami insists on the 
ushms following what is written in the Quran and not to 

follo:v any other thing. The Muslim League insists that the 
Mu?l~ms should follow what is conta~ned in the Hadis and the 
~aJhs-e-~ushawarat is_ concerned With calling upon the Mus
lims to brmg their complaints and problems to it and that it 
would deal with them. The most dangerous of these orcran
isations is the Ja.maat Islami. The Jamaat Ulma is not like5 the 
Jammat-e-Islami. _ ., a 

~, ~-; o J ~~- V) r·'·( !·) -~ .,. (Jo\ \..: .~ .$ I 1 ' f, ~ ~-;,If' . "' " .,. .:''\ .,, ___ ,.)' -.,... . " .. --, .... p ·.; /"~~-

1\B ... f 
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I huve sometimes got information of secret meetings by 
sending some persons in those meetings and paying them for 
the information they brought. I have submitted reports on 
that basis." 

10.40 Sub-Inspector Tasgaonk.:r states:-
"On the occasion of Waz meetings small secret meetings of 

four or five persons take place. We presume that at such 
meetings such propaganda is made which may lead to spread 
of communal feelings. Our L.I.B. staff have no admission to 
such secret meetings." 

10.41 The activities of Muslim and Hindu orgG\nisations have also 
been referred to as leadin~ to t~e communal tension. The organis~
tions mentioned in this connection are the usual ones; viz., Majlis-e
Mushawarat ·Jamaat-e-IslG\mi, R.S.S., Jan Sangh and Hindu Maha
sabha. We 'have already stated in our Ranchi report (Chapter II, 
Part III) that the G\Ctivities of such organisations, in the present cir~ 
cumstances are bound to keep any prevailing tension alive and have 
little chande of subduing such tension. There is no evidence how .. 
ever, about any of these organisations having had a hand in the 
disturbances o.f the 17th September, 1967. 

10.42 The D.M. has deposed:-
''The· main activities of the Hindu lVlahasabha. appear to be 

to veer round the ideology of the slogan "HINDUSTAN 
HlNDUONKA NA KISI KE BAPKA" as slogan which I 
banned in 1968 after the incidents of the Ganapati procession in 
1967. Shri v. R. Patil was the active worker of the Hindu 
Mahasabha. The R.S.S. as a separate organisation: is· not 
strong in Sholapur. 

Abd\il Sattar is the l~ader of .the Muslims in Sholapur and 
ls associated with certa~n ~ushm o.rganisations. The main 
activities of these orgams~twns, I thmk, is to oppose what 
V. R. Patil,says. The ~aj!Is-e-Mushaw~rat was formed in 1964 
with a view to consohdah_ng the Mushms of the countrv. In 
1966 it assumed a political ro~e. On .12th September 1967 the 
Mushawarat passe~ a r~~olu!wn statmg its lack of confidence 
in the Governments ability to protect the Muslims and called 
upon the Muslims t? take me~sures to protect themselves. 
One common theme With the varwus Muslim organisations is 
"Pan Islamism." · 

10.43 He stated in _the written statement:-

"The prominent Muslim organisations, viz. Tablik Jamat 
J amaat-e-Islami, M~jlis-e-Mushawarat and the Muslim Leagu~ 
have their workers In Sholapur proper and a number 6£ others 
from outside visit Shol~pur and· gave· sermons to the Muslims 
h.ere about ~he ideologies of t~ese ~arties in the grab of reli
~wus preachmgs. T~e re~ular Waz programmes are-followed 
by mutual deliberatiOns m groups of 4 or 5 by the audience, 
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and these are called 'Halka'. It is suspected that these preach~ 
jngs and deliberations impart regular preachings in . intoler
ance, separatist attitude in the name of communal _u~uty, and 
the way in which the 'aggressions' of other s:.ommumtles are to 
be encountered. The result of these preachings were patent 
in the fpllowing acts, calculated to imperil communal harmony, 
committed by the leaders and followers of these organjsations, 
close on the eve of the communal riots on the 17th September. 
1967. For details of Tablik sponsored Waz programme meet
ings held at Sholapur City from 1964 to 4th December 1967, 
kindly see an a.ccompanying statement No. 2." 

10.44 The D.I.G. has deposed:-

"The resolution of the Majlis-e-Mushawarat dated the 12th 
Septeri1ber, 1967, calling upon the Muslims to prepare for their 
protection. seems to have led the Muslims to be on the ~ffen
sive by, throwing brickbats etc. on the processionists." 

10.45 He stated in the written statement:-

"Thus the leaders of the two communal parties ha;ve been 
on the forefront in creating, fomenting and sustaining com
munal tension. 

~'he thou~hts express~d by Majlis-e-Mushawarat in th_e 
article~ published from time to time which ultimately culmi
nated in the passing of resolutions of 12th September 1967 
seems t~ have produced some impact on the minds of the 
comm~mty concerned and improper appreciation has led to 
undesirable effects." 

10.46 Shri Tasgaonkar has deposed:-

"In ~ho~ap':lr any individual incident between a Hindu and 
a Mushm 1~ l~kely to flare up and lead to communal distur
bancehs. T~Is Is because there is a sizeable Muslim population 
a~d t e Hmdu Maha Sabha is active. It is also because the 
Hm~u .Mahasabha and the Muslim Leagu ld l'k to use 
~he. mc1dent for their political purposes. eT~su an ~n~ividual 
mcident tends to develop into a communal disturbance." 

10-47 Inspector Kulkarni ha.s deposed:-

the"~~~~t 0\ ~ve. s~id in ~nswer to question No. 4 is partly on 
ports which IY hm ormation VJhd partly on Special Branch re
exhortation to t~ve seer;t. at these . bodies preach is an 
themselves in cas~ :~~~~sssi~ cThe to~ether. and to defebhd 
at Sholapur. 1 hiw t · ere 1s. a Hmdu Mahasa a 
been said there, tha~ bir;~~de~ some o~ Its meetings: It has 
anti-nationals and that Hind~ w Musl~ms, the Muslims. are 
fore mosques Speci 1 B s have a right to play mus1c be-
the proceedi,r{gs of su~h b~~~~~, people are expected to cover 

10.48 Reference, however may b d 
by the Majlis-e-Mushawarat' on th e 1 m2tah e to the resolutior;t passed 

· e Sentember, 1967, JUst five 
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f~{h £:~~~~~~~' ~~5Jf.rb~~~e~e~o~~fto took place at Sholapur ?n the 
?f the incidents which 'had taken pla~e 'f:so&robably passed m view 
l,n 1196~ an~ especially the disturbances at R:n~brtsthoft the country 
reso utwn 1s:- a year. The 

'.'The tragic incident has once again shaken the Muslims of 
Ind1a and has compelled them to revitalise their efforts t 
secure safety for themselves and pull out their fellow-country~ 
J?en from the quagmire of narrow-mindedness and ett 
JUdices. The Majlis-e-Mushawarat has after the ~0~ prei 
r~ots of 1964 arrived at a conclusion that the majority com:~
mty of the country has failed to create the atmosphere of love 
onene~s, tole:ance ar;d sympathy fo:v Muslims of India. Th~ 
unel!dmg senes of n~ts after that and recent aggression has 
reaffirm.ed the c.onclus10n .. As. regards .the one-sided communal 
aggresswn agamst Mushms m Ranch1, the Majjlis is satisfied 
th.at Muslims 3lre victii?s of aggressio?. However, the .:viajlis 
w1shes to remmd Muslnns of the pertment. difference between 
cowardice and being the oppressed. To offer effective resist
.ance and fight in self-defence is a right acknowledged by 
'Shariah', the law of the land and morality." 

10A9 It may be that the Muslims collected brickbats etc.· in t.heit· 
houses iu the Punjab Talim and Baba Kadri Mosque areas' presum
ably to offer 'effective resistance and fight in self-defence' as the 
resolution refers to such a conduct to be a right acknowledged by 
'Shariah', the law of the lahd a'nd morality. To be fore-armed wfth 
a view to defend can· sometimes lead to the party becoming the 
aggresso:c and that is probably what happened at Sholapur. 

19.50 The search lists prepared in conn~ction with the cases regis
tered relating to the disturbances at PunJab Talim and Baba Kadri 
mosques support the oral statements o.f the witnesses about the large 
quantities of brick-bats, st~nes et~. bemg pelted at the processionists 
and the Police in the PunJab Tal~m area. from the houses alpng the 
road and also in the Baba Kadn Mosque area ~rom the houses as 
well as from inside the mosque. Such a quantity could not have 
been available in the houses in the normal course. 

10.51 The collection of sue~ a~ticles in the h?uses cpuld have t{one 
undetected but the collection ms1de Baba Kadn Mosque should have 
been noticed by the Police posted there as these things must have 
been collected after the S.P. · had been inside the mosque between 
10 and 11 A.M. The S.P. has deposed that he went _inside Baba Kadri 
Mosque between .10 and 11 A.M., went through the entire mosque 
and did n.ot find any article collected there. It follows, therefore, 
chat the collection of brick-bats, soda water bottles etc. inside the 
mosque tock place later. 

10.52 To have an idea of the brick-bats and other things found 
inside the Baba Kadri mosque, we note below from the recovery 
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list tht> articles recovered and the places where they were found:-

Place of Recovery 

(l nside the mosque) 

r. A pond in the Chowk to the north of the 
Masjid measuring 20 ft. 9 inches square 
shape and 5 ft. 8 inches deep. At the 
bottom of the pond in the east-north side. 

Items recovered 

A heap of big pieces of freshly 
broken white Slabs were lying 
at the bottom of the pond on 
its north-east side. Besides 
many big and small pieces of 
brick-bats were also seen lying 
at the different places at the 
bottom of the pond. · 

2. Near the south-west corner of the 
(outside). 

pond One bayonet (San ecn) on" 
knife (Churi) with both edge& 
sharp, and one iron pipe 2ft 
8 inches long. 

3· Under the staircase goina to the roof of the One big iron drum and some 
Masjid, 12 ft. away from pond. pieces of brick-bats, freshly 

broken, were lying there. 

4· Inside the Masjid near the main gate. 

5· In the open chowk of the Masjid. . 

Many big and small pieces of 
stones and brick-bats were 
lying, 

Pieces of stones, brick-bats 
soda water bottles were lying 
here and there all around. 

6. In the water Of the pond. • Many pieces of soda water bot
tles, balls and packing rings. 

7· ln the a~ea of taps, latrine and urinal at the Big and small pieces of brick-
southern Side of the pond. bats. 

8
· . Thr.:e wall-niches in the Masjid Pieces of small brick-bats freshly 

brOken. 

9. Near t~e Pillars, a square place measuring 
7 ft. 6 mches X 7 ft. 6 inches to th~ south. 

10
• ~~ t~e .80kubth-east side of the heap of the stones 

a nc ats near the pillars. 

Heap of big and small pieces of 
brick-bats. 

ro soda water bottles in two 
iron crates (one carrying 4 
and the Other 6 bottles) 
4 lathis, I iron pipe and 2 iron 
rods scattered. 

II. ~0 the eas~, in a residential room built of Besides household articles heap 
tln sheets In the .l'vlasjid. of brick-bats. 

bat!~·g;o~~e B~a Kadri Masjid road was littered with- stones, brick
of the mosq~ so ~water bottles etc. upto 51 steps :::outh of the gate 
· H} 4 . ~E. an 101 s~eps north of the gate of the mosque. 
mas ;e ~ 1

'"' /
0 

he .nohced that · the main collection inside the 
the inater~~ ound m the southern portion and this indicates that 
is connected ~~h P~obably taken in through House No. 761 which 
k e , WI t e mosque by a door. If the Police had cared to 

e P~ a ~ atch on this entrance to the mosque and on the door of 
Hou.,e No. 761, such a· collection might have been avoided. 
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10.55 Be5ides the local incidents already dealt with as respondble 
for the strained feelings between the communities at Sholapur, the 
other general causes would be the same as had been noticed in our 
other reports, viz., the distrust between the communities as a result 
of the partition of the country in 1947, the Hindu feeling that the 
Muslims nre anti-national and have a soft corner for Pakistan and 
the incidents of desecration of temples, mosques and dargahs in 
Maharashtra during 1965 to 1967, which affected the relations of the 
communities in Ahmednagar, Malegaon and probably in other parts 
of the State of Maharashtra due to the publicity of the incidents in 
the newspapers. We need not repeat what we have said earlier in 
this connection. 

10.56 Shri r. B. Tanksal has deposed:-

"During the General Elections, speeches are made which 
create communal tension." 

10.57 The District Magistrate has deposed:-

"During the Indo-Pak conflict of 1965 we interned a number 
of Muslims in Sholapur as it was apprehended that they might 
create trouble; some of them WC!'e d~cidcd_'y pro-Pakisian." 

10.58 The D.I.G. of Police has deposea:-

"The Hindu Mahasabha people also dislike the Muslims: 
crying "All Musliins of the world are one" and their cries of 
"Pakistan, Zindabad". etc. and their thinking in terms of pan~ 
Islamic unity." 

10.59 He has also deposed:-
"Some Urdu Schools and Mission Schools avoid singing of 

the national anthem. The fact has been brought to the notice 
of the Education Department." 

10.60 Sub-Inspector Tasgaonkar has deposed:-
"30 Muslim leaders were detained in Sholapur under the 

DI.R. during. the Indo-Pak war of 1965 as they showed leanings 
towards Pakistan." 

10.61 Sub-Inspector Pargunde· stated in his written statement:_ 
. "While answering to Q. Nos. 2 and 3, I have given f~ll · f 
mation. All the Muslim organisations in India . · m .or
their branches in Sholapur, which propagate th are havmg

1 views among the people. They say that the e communa 
citizens of India and India is not republic Y are not the real country." 

10.62 He has deposed before us that this statem . . 
the information collected during the Indo-Pakista ent 1~ based on 
when some Muslims were interned under the p, n co;nfhct of 1965 
Act. · 1 evenhve Detention 

10.63 It has been urged by witnesses that it w , . 
scheme of the Muslims to create disturbances d .as a pre-planne(! 

urmg the Ganapati 
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immersion procession and support for the view is sought from not 
only the fact of strained feelings between the communities from the 
past but also from certain facts observed on the 17th September, 1967. 
They are:-

(i) the Muslim houses at Punjab Talim had only men and ::,dults 
and no women or children. ·The suggestion is that women and chil
dren were removed from the houses in anticipation of the trouble; 

(ii) some of the men folk were found dressed in sarees at the 
time of arrest; 

(iii) the stone pelting started at Punjab Talim shortly after 
Jainuddin Abdul Rahman Shaikh a member of the Peace Committee 
and M. Bakshubhai an influential person of the locality went away 
from· Punjab Talim. 

The necessity of the presence of the Peace Committee members 
arises only when situation worsens and the efforts of non-official 
Peace Committee members are expected to control the situation. 
The Peace Committee members are not to run away at the timt::. 
The fact that the· D.A.V. College boys had shouted vulgar slogans 
for some time would not justify their leaving the plq.ce on being 
hurt at the shouting of the slogans. The Peace Committee members 
should not be too sensitive and not behave like ordinary persons 
whose conduct they are supposed to control when troubles arise; 

(iv) the deliberate collection of large quantities of brick-bats, etc., 
in the various houses nearabout Punjab Talim and also near Baba 
Kadri Mosque as well as inside that mosque; and 

(v) the annoyance felt by the Muslims on account of the seizure 
of the torches in excess of the sanctioned number on the occasion 
of the Mohurrum procession in 1966, giving them a cause for griev
ance against the Police and the aggravation of that grievance on 
account of the search of Haji Maniyar's shops and ·godowns a few 
days before the trouble on 17th September, 1967. 

10.64 The aforesaid considerations can lead to an inference that 
the riots on that day had been pre-planned by the Muslims. There 
a,re, however, certain considerations which go against such an infer
ence. One main consideration is that practically the entire Ganapati 
immersion procession had passed Punjab Talim without any trouble. 
Only about 10 out of 250 or 300 Ganapatis remained to pass by Pun
jab Talim. It is a matter for consideration that if the Muslims had 
pre-planned an attack on the procession, there was no reason for 
them to walt for so long to start the trouble. It is to counteract such 
a contention that it has been urged that the main plan was to attack 
the Police Ganapati on account of the incidents of the seizure of 
torches and the seizure of the unlicensed stocks of explosives from 
Haji Maniyar's shops and godowns. If so, the Muslim anger was 
against the Police and that may explain the late attack at Punjab 
Talim and also the attack of Baba Kadri Mosque once the trouble 
had started. 
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_10.65 The other consideration can be that the disturbances re
mamed confined to Punjab Talim and Baba Kadri Mosque areas 0
?1y. If the Muslims as a community were determined to create 

disturban<!es against the Hindus as a community the trouble could 
have t<!ken place simultaneously at other places ~lso in the city. 

10.66 Another point against the theory of pre-planning is that 
attacks by the Muslims both at Punjab Talim and at Baba Kadri 
Mosque too.K place after the boys of D.A.V. College shouted ~busive 
~ogans at Punjab Talim a.nd when some processionists tried t 0 enter 
ntraba Kadri Road through Malikarjun Temple Lane and Kiriteshwar 
J.vJath Lane. It cannot be said here whether the Muslims would have 
started the stone pelting and the disturbances that night, if such a 
e:onduct on the part of some of the processionists had not taken place 
.at either of the two places. 

10.67 We would not like to go much further into the question 
whether the Muslims had pre-planned the disturbances or not. The 
cases both about the Punjab Talim incident ·and the. Baba Kadri 
Mosque incident went to. Court. We have alre?dy quoted the find
ings of the Sessions Judge in the Punjab Talim case· In the Baba 
Kadri Mosque case also Sessions case No. 71/68, the Court held that 
the Muslims collected in the Baba Kadri Mosque formed an unlawful 
assembly with the common object of not permitting the Hind~s to 
go with their Ganapati images by Baba Kadri Road. and co~p7I the 
Police not to do their duty. Both . the cases are still sub 3udzce as 
appeals a.re pending in the High Court. 



CHAPTER XI 

Recommendations 

11.1 We have dealt with the general recommendations for impr?v
ing the relations between the communities and for. the preventwn 
of communal disturbances in the other reports, specially the reports 
on the disturbances at Ranchi and at Ahmednagar. We need not 
repeat what we have said in those reports. 

Peace Committee 

11.2 'It appears that there is no permanent Peace Co~mittee at 
Sholapur and it is organised by the Collector on the occaswn of each 
festival. Shri M. K. Tabib has stated:-

"There is no Peace Committee on permanent basis in 
Sholapur. The Peace Commi~tee is organised by the .Collector 
on the occasion of each festlval. The Peace Committee was 
fo"rmed on the occasion of the Ganapati procession in 1967. 

Some good people including Communists were not called 
to the meeting." 

11.3 Shri Tabib described some of the Hindu members of the 
Peace Committee as communalists and none among the Muslim 
members as a 'communal person'. 

11.4 Shri ~r. B. Tanksal has deposed:-
"The Peace Committee in 1967 was constituted very differ

ently from the Peace Committee in the previous years. 
Formerly the members of the Committee were taken from the 
localities and they used to be persons with some influence in 
the localities. In 1967 the Collector constituted the Peace 
Committee differently. On the Committee there were some 
persons who could be said to be fomenters of trouble. Most 
of the members of the Peace Committee were not even present 
at th~ Punjab Talim mosque when the incident took place there 
nor did they accompany the procession. The Peace Committee 
members did not even move about after the incidents." 

11.5 We have already commented on the conduct of a member 
of the Peace Committee, viz., J ainuddin Abdul Rahman Shail<::h, who 
went away fr<;>m Punjab Talim very shortly before the start of ti;e 
troub~e and d1d not make his appearance on the spot again, or d1d 
a~ythmg to check the Muslims from throwing brick-bats etc., on the 
Hmdu processionists. ' 

11.6 We recommended the establishment of a Peace Committee 
on a more or less permanent basis and suggested what it ought to 
do in Chapter XI, paragraph 11.7 of Part II of the Ahmednagar 
report. 
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Searching of Mosques 

11.7 Searching of mosques, when arrangements are made in the 
area nea:about because of the apprehension of a breach of the peace 
-on occaswns of festivals and processions, should be effective. The 
mosques should be· searched by the Police as close to the time of the 
passage of the procession as possible to ensure that there be no 
collection of materials which could be used as weapons of offence, 
The Police officers searching the mosques should make sure that all 
the entrances to the mosque are guarded'.and watched properly. If 
necessary, some of the entrances may be closed from inside. Steps 
shoul~ be taken by posting Policemen inside the mosque after the 
checkmg is done to see that the" situation there is not changed 
subsequently by bringing in such· materials. 

Searching of Houses 

11.8 It has been suggested that the Police should be empowered 
under the law to search houses for articles which could be used as 
weapons of offence. Such a power can be useful but in the circums
tances prevailing in the country, we do not consider it to be a 
prudent and practicable proposition to empower the Police in that 
behalf. 

11.9 The District Magistrate has suggested that the Policemen 
who are posted on the roofs of the houses on such occasions should 
be in uniform and not in plain clothes as the directions from uniform
ed constables are likely to have better effect than from the plajn 
clothes constables. The suggestion is worth consideration. 

Mobile Court 

11.10 Many witnesses including public servants have suggested 
that there should be a mobile court with the procession as the prompt 
conviction of offenders by the Magistrate during the progress of the 
procession would deter others from committing similar offences. We 
quote below some of the statements made in this connection. 

11.11 The District Magistrate has stated:-
. "I think a Judicial Magistrate with the procession would 

be effective as much as if the first offenders in a procession 
are arrested and put before the Magistrate, that would deter 
others from committing a similar offence in that procession or 
in later processions." · 

11.12 S. D. P. 0. Deshpande states:-
"We feel that the utility of a Mobile Court will lie in this 

that if from the very beginning of trouble, the first few offend
ers are successfully arrested by the Police and put up before 
the Mobile Court and legally punished, it may affect the future 
conduct of the mischief-mongers among the people." 

11.13 Dy .. S.P. Pawar has deposed:-
":! do not think that the presence of a Judicial Magistrate 

at the Punjab Talim would have been any more useful in 



preventing the :disturbances. The idea of a mobile court is 
that the slogan-mongers or the michief-makers would be 
arrested on the spot and put before the Magistrate Ior trial. 
[n the present case the mischief-makers were much larger in 
number and would have required a much larger Police force 
to arrest them and produce before a Magistrate. But, still the 
idea of a mobile court would have acted as a deterrent to the 
possible mischief-makers as the mere notification of the 
presence of a mobile court would have acted as some deter
rent;" . 

11.14 The suggestion about a mobile court along with the proces
sion to try an offender promptly after his arrest sounds attractive 
as a deterrent for potential mischief-makers but does not appear to 
be very practicable. 

11.15 The Police has powers u/s 72(2) of the Bombay Police Act 
to arrest without any order from a Magistrate and without a warrant 
any person who contravenes an order or notification u/s 36 or 37 
of the Act. Failure to arrest such persons promptly appears to be 
due to practical difficulties. 

11.16 To arrest any person creating mischief during the procession 
of such a magnitude, as the Ganapati immersion procession, appears 
to be problematic especially when there may be many a sympathiser 
of the mischief-maker in the procession at the· time and an actual 
arrest may precipitate further trouble. 

11.17 An offender can be tried and convicted only of such offences 
as are summarily triable and there too, a law may entitle him to seek 
an adjournment of the trial in the interest of justice for purposes 
of engaging a counsel or some other good reason. The offence com
mitted by shouting provocative- slogans in breach of an order ufs 
37(1) of the Bombay Police Act is punishable with imprisonment for 
a year u/s 135(i) of the Act and is, therefore, not triable summarily. 

11.18 It may, however, be mentioned here that the Jahirnama 
issued by the District Magistrate u/s 37 of the Act did not prohibit 
public utterances of objectionable cries. This omission is surprising 
when it is considered that the instructions issued by the Superin
tendent of P<;>lice mentioned that the shouting of slogans could flare 
up communal trouble. 

1119 A suggestion has been made that the Police Ganapati, if any 
should not form part of the Ganapati immersion procession. Where~ 
as there would be no ~o~d. reason ~o bar ~anapati in.stalled by any 
roup of people from JOmmg the Immersion procession, we would 

g .,.gest that when such group of people belong to any Government 
suo tment or service, the Ganapati should not be named as the 
depar - ti of that department or that service as the department or 
Gan~a ernment service as such can have no Ganapati. The diffi
the ov wever may be that the people in general may use the 
culty, ho Ieva~t expression to describe ~ particular Ganapati and 
shortest ~ same name the Ganapati installed by a definitely recog
:rnaY all t e of people associated with a certain department or 
nisable gro: installed by it. 
service as o 
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. 11.20 We agree with the suggestion that Urdu should be taught 
m all the schools along with Hindi and any other language Se arate 
bchools need not be started for the teaching of Urdu. In fact, N; may 

e good th~t, for a couple of years, a student learning Hindi as a 
regular subJect should be taught Urdu as a second language and a 
student learning Urdu as a regular subject, be taught Hindi as a 
second language. We quote below the views expressed by two of 
th~ witnesses on this subject. S.D.P.O. Ghorpade has stated in his 
wntten statements:- · 

. "At present there are schools in_ which Urdu is taught and 
these schools are managed by Muslims and are meant for 
Muslims .. This has created a false notion that Urdu is a 
language 'of Muslims. This educational system may be dis
couraged and Urdu may be taught in all schools just as com
monly as any other language like Marathi, Hindi or other 
regional languages. Pupils of all communities should have 
common schools." 

11.21 Inspector Kulkarni has stated in his written statement:-
"There are separate Urdu Primary and Secondary Schools 

in this city and other towns in the State. Pupils of no other 
community than the Muslim community take education here 
since it is the only community here whose mother tongue is 
Urdu. Thus these schools have practically been exclusively 
for Muslims. The young children are thus separated from the 
rest of the communities and they grow in an altogether diffet
·ent atmosphere. With a view to create healthy relations and 
mutual regards amongst the communities there should be 
common schools for Hindu and Muslim pupils." 

11.22 The suggestion that the roads· by whi';h P.rocessions pass 
should be widened in the scheme of town plannmg Is good but the 
disturbances that took place do not appear to be dependent on the 
width of the road along which the procession passed. 

11.23 The District Magistrate has deposed:-
"The Executive Magistrate on duty on such occasions is 

expected to be alert and ~bservant of what is happening in !he· 
area in his charge and, if necessary, to take proper achon . " necessary for the occaswn. 

. 11.24 The Executive Magistrates posted on such occasions to see 
to the maintenance of law and orde~ should be alert, watchful and 
effective. The two Magistrate~; Shn G. A. Bhosale and Shri T. G. 
Kakade posted at Punjab Tahm and Khahk. Mosques, respectively, 
failed i~ these respects. The ·statemen~ made .by Shri Bhosale about 
certain facts which took place at ~un3ab Talrm betrays his lack of 

. attentiveness on the occasi?n, as h1s state~ent is at variance with 
th t tements of other witnesses. We think that his following 
st:te~~nt sums up his attitude, at. the .time that he was there only 
t d r firing if the situation reqmred It. The statement is:-oor e , , M . 

"My duty as a Special ag~strate at Punjab Talim was to 
see to the maintenance of Jaw and order. I was not expected' 
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to do police duty. I have no uniform. The only effective work 
I did was to give an order for firing. Had Shri Pawar not 
c<:>me to ask for order for firing, I would have called him and 
given the order for firing." 

11.25 The idea of a Magistrate having a uniform is ridiculous. 

. 11 .. 26 Executive. Magistrates posted on such occasions should 
lllVanably be required to submit a written report of what happened 
.at that place. The District Magistrate has deposed:-

"Only the Executive Magistrate at Punjab Talim submitted 
a ;vritten report of what· happened there, a~ he had ord.ered 
firmg. No other Executive Magistrate submitted any wntten 
report." 

If \Vritten reports are to be submitted by each Magistrate, he 
w:ould, be more alert in noticing what is happening in the area in 
his charge. Possibly the idea that he has to submit a written report 
aBbhout fi~ing accounts for the impression of Magistrates like Shri 
j osal~ that the only effective work he has to do is to give an 'order 
or firmg'. 

th l1.2? Sub-Divisional MagiSltrates are primarily responsible for 
e mamtenance of law and order in their sub-divisions. Such duty 

they ~an discharge effectively only when reports of the subordinat~ 
agencies reach them promptly. This does not appe~r. to have be~n 
the case at Sholapur. Shri Lal Fak Zuala. Sub-Divisnonal Magis
trate, has deposed:-

'~ had no reports before the incidents that there was any 
apprehension of trouble or that any party was making prepara
tions for creating trouble. 

Police reports about communal matters do not come to the 
~-D.M. They are sent direct to the D.M. When some action 
ls to be taken the D.M. sends the report to the S.D:M· for 
n~cessary action. The Tahsildar (Mamlatdar) sends h1s fort
mghtly report to the Collector direct but sends a copy of it 
to the S.D.O." -

ll.28 We would suggest that Police reports about communal 
matters should also be sent direct to the Sub-Divisional Magistrate. 

h 1
\·29 The intelligence system deserves a lot of improvement. It 

~ out.d be capable of getting information of the proceedings of secret 
:: ~ngs arr~nged for, or suspected to be utilised for, communal 

~f s~cset b 1d.1s an important part of their duty to secure information 
-correc~e i f 0 Ies ~nd associations and then to evolve means to secure 

n ormation efficiently and promptly. 

Before con 1 d · . 
appreciatio · c u mg. our work, we wish to place on re~ord our 
our first S n and gratitude for the assistance we have received from 
arran ed . ecretary, Shri Asoka Sen, who had established the office, 
Com.J: . Its procedure and fixed up the details of the working of the 

•SSIOn. Our thanks and appreciation are also due to the 
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present Secretary, Shri D. K. Das and other officers and staff who 
worked throughout with whole-hearted devotion. 

Vve should like to make a special mention of Shri J. C. Ghatak, 
Chairman's Private Secretary, who had to shoulder the brunt of the 
preparation of the reports and put a lot of hard work outside office 
hours. He had assisted the Commission in the various stages of its 
work, has worked ungrudgingly and efficiently and has shown 
exemplary devotion to duty. 

We would also like to make particular mention about Shri K. L. 
Ramachandran, Commission's Under Secretary, who had to shoulder 
the responsibility of making arrangements and preparing the state
ments and annexures for the reports. He discharged his duties with 
great zeal and devotion. 

NEW DELHI; 

Dated 31st July, 1970. 

6-105 H.A. 

RAGHUBAR DAYAL 
' Chairman. 

B. H. ZAIDI, 
Member. 

M. M. PHILIP, 
Member. 
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ANNEXURE I 

List of persons/organisations a1zo ;ubmitted affidavits/statements of the Communal 
Disturbances at Sholaprzr on 17th September,- 1967. 

S. No. 

I. 

2. 

3· (a) 

(b) 

5· 

6. 

8.• 

(Para. 1 • 13 of Part I) 

Name and Address 

A.-AFFIDAVITS 

Shri I. B. Tanksal, 
259, Muslim Pachha P~th, 
Sholapur. 

Shri M. K. Tabib 
President, 
Muslim League, Sholapur, 
149, Shaniwar Peth, ' 
Sholapur~ 

Shri Amanulla Shah Itabar~hah, 
Sholapur. , · · - ·· -

Shri A. Aziz Ansarsaheb Kureshi, 
Sholapur. 

Shri A. R. Siddappa Oname, 
381, East Mangalwar Peth! 
sholapur. 

Shri M. V. · Mhalge, 
Merchant, 
194, Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

· Shri Abdulsattar Mohemedhusain 
Jamadar, 
President, . · , 
Muslim Majlis-e-Musha\\arat, 
12/68, Begumpeth, -
Sholapur. 

Shri B. B. Chavan, 
96, Shaniwar Peth, 
ShOlapur. 

Sl1ri B. N. Jakkal, 
Editor, 
Sholapur Samachar, 
SbOlapur. 

Shri H. D. Risbud, 
rr4/8, Murarji Peth, 
Sholapur. 

AlsO s~itted twO statements. 
@ b 'tted one Statement. 
*AlSO SU !Ill 

B3 
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S.No. Name a11d Address 

IO. Shri D. M. Kamble, 
39/8, RailwaY Lines, 
Sholapur. 

II. Maj. M. T. Chati, 
149, RailwaY Lines, 
Sholapur. 

12. Shri B. V. Mulay, . 
44, RailwaY Lines,, 
Sholapur. 

13· Shri N. P. Nagarwalla, 
146-E, RailwaY Lines, 

. Sholapur. 

14. Shri G. N. Bembalgi, 
149, West Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. · 

IS. Shri P. S. Shival, , 
802/803, Halwai Galli 
Sholapur. 

16. Shri R. K. Kshirsagar, · 
468, New Pachha Peth, 
Sholapur. 

17, Shri K. P. Rajopadhye, 
39/4-A, Railway Lines, 
Sholapur. 

18, Shri L. S. Badavane, 
441, Dakshin Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

19. Shri K. L. BaiPai, 
433, Dakshin Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

20. Shri A. G. Lunje, 
188, Shanivar Peth, 
Sholapur. · 

21. Shri M. V. Shah, 
141, Murarji Peth,. 
Sholapur. 

22. Shri S. B. Gandhi, 
162/19, Railway Lines, 
Sholapur. 

23. Shri P. G. Kusurkar, 
Convenor, Secular Foru 
8o (A), Navi Peth, 
Sholapur. 

24· Shri P. J. Joshi, 
95, Morarji Peth, 
Sholapur. 

25· Shri V. G. Valsangkar 
Advocate, ' 
Sholapur. 



S.No. 

26. (a) 

(b) 

:28. 

.29. 

32. 

33· 

34· 

35· 

37· 

39· 
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Name and Address 

Shri G. G. Jatkar, 
Advocate; 
Sholapur. 

Shri G. G. Par:charak, 
Advocate, 
Sholapur. 

Dr. K. B. :Antrolikir; 
444, South Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

Dr. V. D. Kirpekar, . 
'Prerana , Station Road, 
Sholapur . 

Shri J. M. Shaha, 
44r, Shukrawar Peth, 
!:>hOiapur. 

Shri S. M. Karape, 
Insurance Inspector, 
Ligade Block, 
Park Chowk, Sholapur. 

Shri R. M. Vaidya, 
zoS, South Kasba, 
Shoiapur. 

Shri S. G. Gavasane, 
1031, North Kasba, 
Masra Gali, 
Sholapur. 

Shri G. N. Ause, 
692, North Kasba, 
Sho)apur. 

Prof. S. R. Phadke, 
licthcl Ntvas, 
39-A, RailWaY Lines_ 
:::holapur. 

Shri A. N. Bhalake, 
s
5
, East Mangalwar Peth, 

ShOiapur. 

Shri M· M. Gambhi~e 
alias Tamma Gambhue, 
East Mangalwar Peth, 
ShOlapur. 

Shri S. V. Joshi, 
542, south Kasba, 
shOlapur. 

Shri D. D. Tandale, 

73
, East 1ngalwar Peth. 

Sholapur. 

Shri s. S. Barbade, 

556
, West Mangalwar Peth, 

· ShOiapur. 



S.No. 

40·* 

41. 

42, 

43· 

44· 

45-

47-

49· 

so. 

51. 

52. 

53· 
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Name and Address. 

Shri S. M. Dhanshetty, 
Chairman (in 1967), 
Madhyavarti Ganesh Utsav Mandai, 
1466, Bhavani Peth,. 
Shoiapur. 

Shri V. S. Banshetti, 
Deputy President, 
Madhyavarti Ganesh Utsav Mandai, 
739, Shukravar Peth, 
Shoiapur. 

Shri P. N. Sonavane, 
41-42, Shukravar P~th, 
Sholapur. 

Shri B. L. Rone, 
13, Railway Lines, 
Sholapur. 

Dr. M. J. Chidgupkar, 
853, NOrth Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

Shri D. N. Tulpule, 
139, Morarji Peth, 
Sathee Building, 
Sholapur. 

Shri R. Y. Patil, 
256, South Kasba, 
Sbolapur. 

Shri K. S. Lingsheti, 
East Mangalwar Petb, 
Sholapur. 

Shri D.· L. Date, 
567, Uttar Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

Shri V. D. Gautam, 
95-A, Morarji Peth, 
Mekaniki Chowk, 
Sholapur. 

Shri S. S. Solunke, 
129, Navi Peth, 
Sholapur. 

Shri B. S. Upase, 
386, East Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

Shri M. i?. Pukale, 
38, Navi Peth, 
Sholapur. 

Shri M. M. Konapure, 
Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

-- "d *Also subm1tte one statement. 



------
S.No. 

54· 

55· 

s6. 

57· 

ss. 

59· 

6o. 

61. 

62. 

64· 

66. 
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Name a1zd Address 

Shri B. M. Khandekar 
Police Sub-InspectOr ' 
Salagarvasti Police Station 
Sholapur. · ' 

Shri M. M. Paraunde 
Po.lice Sub-Insp~ctor, ' 
Jail Road Police Station 
Sholapur. ' 

Shri B. A. Ashtekar 
Police Sub-Inspecto; 
Valsang Police Station, . 
Sholapur. · 

Shri H. S. Vanjari, 
Police Sub-Inspector, 
Taluka Police Station, 
Sholapur. 

Shri R. Y. Deshpande, 
Dy. S. P. (S.D.P.O.); · 
Sholapur. · 

Shri Y. S. Swami, 
Head constable, 
Karakam.b Outpost, 
Pandharpur Taluka P.S. 

Shri B. G. Mahadik, 
company commander, 
State Reserve Police, B. Coy., 
Dhaund, District Poena. 

Shri V. B. Bhosle, . 
Police Sub-Inspector, 
Faujdar Chavadi, 
Sholapur. 

Shri R. M. Jahagirdar, 
Jam,adar, Special Branch, 
Sholapur. 

Shri M. S. Varma alias Tasgaonkar, 
Police Sub-Inspector, 
Special Branch, 
Sholapur. · 

Shri A. L. Naikwadi, 
Jam.adar, Special Branch, 
Sholapur. · · 

Shri V. R. Dravid, I.P.S., 
sup~rintendent of Police, 
sholapur. 

Shri V. R. Ghorpade, 
sub-Divisional Police Officer, 
CitY Division, 
sholapur. 



S.No. 

.68. 

70. 

7!. 

72· 

73· 

74· 

75· 

77· 

79· 

---

38 

Name and A.ddr :ss-

Shri S. G. Pawar, 
Dy. S. P. Task Force, 
Poona Range, 
Kolhapur. 

Shri D. M. Kulkarni, 
Police Inspector, 
Faujdar Chavadi Police Station, 
Sholapur. 

Shri G. A. Bhosle, 
Special Executive Magistratt, 
Sholapur. 

Shri T. G. Kakade, 
Ex-Taluka Executive Magistra!l,, 
North Sholapur. 

Shri Lal Fak Zuala, 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
Sholapur Sub-Division, 
Sholapur. 

Shri B. S. Dhavle, 
District Magistrate, 
Sholapur. 

Shri D. P. P. Thorat, 
Dy. I. G. of Police, . 
Poona Range, 
Kolhapur. 

B.-s·rATEMENTS 

Shri M. S. Sham,shapure, 
284, South Kasba, 
Hajibhai Chowk, 
Sholapur. 

Shrimati Jaybunnisa Begum, 
Maulana Sheikh, 
513, North Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

Shri Mannabi Ibramsab Sheikh, 
North Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

Shri Yusuf Ismail Sheikh, 
396-71, Siddheshwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

Shri M. A. Sheikh, 
763, Shukraiwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

Shri I. J. M. Saiyad, 
145, Railsay Lines, 
~holapur. 



S.No. 

So. 

Sr. 

Sz. 

86. 

89 

Name and Address 

Shri Muneer Chandsahib Sheikh, 
Empire Watch Co., 
366, South Kasba, 
Sholapu'r. 

Shd M. A. Rahim Quraishi, 
Eecutive Member, 
All India Majlis-TameeN-Millat, 
Madina ·Mansion, Narayanaguda, 
Hyderabad-29 

Shri M. S. Sheikh, 
488, Uttar Kasba, 
Near Punjab Talirn,. 
Sholapur.· 

Shri D. K: Saheb"Nadaf, 
6u, Dakshin Kasba, 
Sholapur. 

Shri S. T. Hanchate, 
President, l 

Hindu Sabha, 
Sholapur. 

Shri S. G. Chivte, 
:Karrilala, · · 
District Sho]apur. 

Shri B. V. Mahajan, 
52s, Dakshin Kasba, 
ShOlapur. -----------·-·--·---··· 



ANNEXURE II 

Names of witnesses examined and dates on which they were examined at Poona. 

(Paras. r· 17 and 2· I of Part I) 

S.No. Date Name of witness 

x. 7·7-69 Shri A. R. Siddappa Qname, 
381, East Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. · 

2. 7-7-69 Shri M. V. Mhalge, 
194, Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

3· 7·7-69 Shri S. S. Barbade, 
556, West Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

4· 8-7-69 Dr. M. J. Chidgupkar, 
Sl?, North Kasba, 
S olapur. · 

5· 8-7-69 Shri A. N. Bhalake, 
8f{ East Mangalwar Peth, 
S olapur. 

6. 8-7-69 Shri K. L. B.ajpai, 
4~3, Dakshin Kasba, 
S olapur. 

1· 9·7-69 Shri M. K. Tabib, 
President, Muslim League, Sholapur,. 
149, Shaniwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

8. 9-7-69 Shri R. Y. Patil, 
2b6, South Kasba, 
S olapur. 

9· 9-7-69 Shri M. A. R. Qureishi, 
Executive Member, 
All Inria Majlis Tameer-e-Millat,. 
Madina Mansion, Narayanguda, 
Hyderabad. 

10. 9-7-69 and 1o-7-69 . Shri S. M. Dhanshetti, 
Chairman (in 1967) 
Madhyawarti Ganesh Utsav Mandai~. 
1466, Bhavani Peth, 
Sholapur. 

II. 10·7-69 . Shri B. D. Tandale, 
73, East Mangalwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

90 



S. No. Date 

12. 10·7-69 . 

13· 11-7-69 • 

q.. 11-7-69 . 

12-7-69 . 

16. 14·7-69 

17· 14·7-69 . 

18. 14·7-69 

19· 15·7-69 . 

20. 15-7-69 

21. tS-7-69 . 

22. 16-7-69 . 

'3· 16-7-69 

2~. t6-7-69 

26. 16-7-69 and 17-7-6 
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Name oi witness 

. Shri AbduJsattar Molimedhusain Jamadar, 
President, Muslim. Majlis-e-Mushawarat, 
12/68, Begum. Peth, 
Sholapur. 

Shri D. M. Kulkarni, 
Inspector, Faujdar Chavadi, P.S. 
Sholapur. 

Shri I. B. TanksaJ, 
259, Muslim Pachha Peth, 
Sholapur. · 

Shri B. M. Khandekar, 
the then S. I. Police, Salgarvasti 
Police Station (now Police 
Sub-Inspector, State Traffic 
Branch, Sangam Bridge, Poona-5)· 

Shri M. M. Pargunde, 
S.I., Jail Road P.S.,. 
Sholapur. 

Shri H. S. Vanjari, 
S. I. Taluka P.S., 
ShoJapur. 

Shri B. A. Ashtekar, 
S.I., Valsang P.S., 
Sholapur. 

Shri M. S. Varma alias Tasgaonkar, 
S.I. Special Branch, 
Sholapur. 

Shri R. Y. Deshpande, 
Dy. S. P. (S.D.P.O.), Sholapur. 

Shri V. R. Ghorpade, 
S.D.P.O., City Division, 
sholapur. 

Shri R. M. Jahagirdar, 
Jamadar, Special Branch, 
ShOlapur. 

Shri A. L. Naikwadi. 
Jamadar, Special Branch, 
sholapur. 

Shri B. G. Mahadik, 
InspectOr. 
B. Coy. GrOup I, Dhaund, 
Distt. Poona. 

Shri G. A. Bhosale, · 
Special Executive Magistrate, 
Sholapur. 

Shri T. G. Kakade, 
Ex. Taluka Executive Magistrate, 
North Sholapur. 
(now Administrative Officer, 
Zila Parishad, Satara). 
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S. No. Date Nam of witness 

27· 17-7-69 Shri Lal Fak Zuala, 
S.D.M. Sholapur. 
(Now S.D.O., Wardha). 

28. 17-7-69 Shri S. G. Pawar, 
Dy. S. P. Task Force, 
Poona Range, Kolhapur. 

29. 17-7-69 Shri V. R. Dravid, 
S. P. Sholapur. 

30. 18-7-69 Shri B. S. Dhavle, 
the then D.M., Sholapur. 

31· 18-7-69 Shri Ramachandran Andure, 
Head Constable, Armed Police. 

32. 18-7-69 Constable Kashi Nath Pondarnath, 
Armed Police. 

33· 18-7-69 Shri Gulab Singh, 
Reserve Sub-Inspector, 
Sholapur. 

34· 18-7-69 Shri D. P. P. Thorat, 
D.I.G., Poona Range, 
Kolhapur. 
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ANNEXURE III 

Documems exhibited in the course of oral evidwce. 

(Para. I · 8 of Part I) 

Name of wimess 
filing tlze exhibit 

Date 

Shri M. K. Tabib, 9-7-69 
149, Shaniwar Peth, 
Sholapur. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do •. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Description of the exhibit 

Newspapers-
' Sanchar' dt. IS-9-67. 

'Sanc~ar' dt. 19-9-67. 

'San char' dt. 2o-9-67. 

' San char.' dt. 21-9-67. 

'Sanchar ' dt. 22-9-67.· 

' Sanchar' dt. 23-9-67. 

'Sanchar' dt. 26-10-67. 

' San char' dt. 20-11-67. 

'Sanchar' dr. 25-II-67. 

'Samachar' dt. 5:-I-68. 

'Sanchar' dt. 6-x-68. 

Shri Abdul Sattar 
Moham,mad Husain 
!amadar, 

10-7-69 His letter dated 10-7-69 to the Chairman. 
Commission of Inquiry on Com.rn.unar 
Disturbances, Camp Poona, asking for 
another date for his hearing. 12/68, Begum Peth, 

Sholapur. 

Shri G. A. Bhosale, 
Special Executive 
Magistrate, 
Sholapur. 

Shri M. S. Varma 
alias Tasgaonkar; 
Sub-Inspector, 
Special Branch. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

D6. 

His letter No.· SEM/Bandobast/1967 dated 
18-9-6.7 to the pis.trict Magistate, Sholapur 
reporting the 111Cidents· of 17-9-67. 

CR No. 192!67 and 193/67,-19 Photo. 
graphs of Khatik .Mosque. 

CR No. 194/67-II Photographs of Baba. 
Kadri ·Mosque. 

CR No. 195/67 and 196/66-15 Photograpf;s 
of Punjab Talim Mosque. 

Foujdar Chavdi Cr. No. 
section 153/34· 
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I. 

2. 

3. 

6, 

7. 

" "· 

10, 

II, 

I2. 

rs. 
16. 

,r8. 

ANNEXURE IV 

List of documents called for from the State Govemmems. 

(Para. I· 19 of Part. I) 

Copies of reports submitted by Officers on duty at Sholapu~ on 17th 
~~Pt~mber, 67 to their superior officers and reports submitted l?Y 
Distnct. Magistrate to the Corrtlllissior.er and ~tate Government m 
connection with Sholapur Disturbances. 

Copy of judgement of Cr. No. Case No. 8/67, u/s I82, I.P.C.. against 
Abdul Sattar of Sholapur. · 

Col?y of c;rcular Memo No. SB/199, dated 18-~-67 r~gar~ing preven
hve measures in connection with the Ganapatl Festival ISSued by the 
I.G. of Police (MS) Bombay. 

Wireless message of I. G. of Pulice M.S. Bombay, No. SB/199, dated 
28-8-1967 regard!ng Ganapati Festival 1967. 

Copy of the Message No SBI/DIS ro67/30551, dated 28-8-67 from 
~ecretary to the Govt. ·of Maharashtra Home Deptt. (Spl.) Bom
bay. 

Copy of Memo. No. 64/GF/23o8/SB/1967, dat~d 29-8-67. of S. P. 
Sholapu~ regarding precautioParY measures 111 connect1on with 
Ganapatl Festival. 

Copy of .Memo. No. 64/GF/2314/SB/67! dated 30-?-67 _regarding 
Preventive measures in connection with Ganapatl Fest1val 1967 
ISSUed by the S. P. Sholapur. 

Judgement in c.<.... No. sS/67, under Section IIO (e) and (f) State Vs. 
S. K. Maghor of Hyderabad at present resident of Sholapur. 

Sta5teh~ents of S/Shri Md. Kassim Hazarat Shaikh, A. Latif Aninso 
eikh, Md. Raft Nabiso Kumta, Amin Ahmed Shaikh, "Sidhan Ganga 

ifm, Mahiboob w/o Abuddin Kur.eshi, ¥d. Has~anso Sagaree, 
Kafiz }'asdook Hussain, Hafiz Ganbhussam Ansari and Soharab 

awaSJI Maghor in the case at S. No. 8. 

Report dated 8-3-67 of S.D.P.O. City Div., Sholapur. 

Report or S.D.M. Class I, Sholapur dat~d 8-3-67. 
Log B k . . 00 entry of control Room dated 17-9-67. 

cog ohaf Resolutions of Lucknow convention of All India Majlis-e· 
us Warat, held on{22-8-1964. 

CosK 0
1. f Resolutions of a11 India Hindu .Maha Sabha Session held at 

o apur in May, 1964. 

Copy of judgement on Fauzdar Lhavadi P.S.C.C.R. No. 192/67. 

Copy of judgement on Fauzdar Chavadi P.S.C. C.R. No 193/67. 

C.opy of judgement on Fauzdar Chavadi P.S.C. C. R. No. 194/67. 

Copy of judgement on Fauzdar Chavadi P.S.C. C. R. No. 195/67. 

94 



20. 

2.I, 

2-f., 

26. 

.zS. 

29. 

30. 

38. 

7-105 H.A. 

D5 
Copy of judgement o.nFauzdar C.havadi P.S.C. C. R. No. 196/()7. 

Riot E~ergency Scheme of.Sholapur City, 

Copies of ~njury reports on_ officers.~ 

Copies ~f Injuq reperts on. persons sent to Civil Hospital Sholapur fer 
treatment on 17-9-67. 

F.I.R. No~· s-4, C.R. No. x9z/67: 
Copies of entries in· Civil Hospital in ·respect of_all ·.persons ~aken to 

Hospital Or .\vlio went of their own accorq •. 

Copies. of correspondence regardjng rehabilit~ticn : 
. " ~ . 

(I) Order No. DCB/II/3072, dated ·rS-I0-67 of· Collector, Shola
pur. 

(2) Memorandum No. KAL~ 3708/I6~S, ·dated 4-J-1968 of Rev. and 
Ferests Department, SachivalaYa· 

(3) Letter No. DCB/II dated Nil frOm Co1Iecto1· Sholapur to the I. G. 
of Police, Bcmbay •. 

(4) Memerandum No. NAL. 3908/I6I-8, dated .zo-3-68 from Rev. and 
For. Deptt. SachivalaYa· 

(S) Memerandum dated 23-s-68 from Rev. & Forests Deptt. Sachi
valaYa. 

Copy .of. Pr<?hibitory _Order dated 3-9-67 of S. P. Sholapur u/s 36, 
B. P. Act. · 

Copy of Bandobast Order No. 64/GF/23/4, dated· 30-8-67 of s. P. 
~holapur. · · 

Copy of order No. GF-2376-SB-1967 dated 3-9-67 of S. P. Sholapu 
regarding bandobast scheme in connection with Ganapati Festiv ~ 
1967. a 

Copy of circular No. 64-GF/2367-1967, dated 3-9-67 issued by s p 
Sholapur regarding maintenance of Law and Order in conne : • 
with Ganapati Festival, 1967. · Ct1on 

Copy of order No. 64{GF{2525{SB of I967 dated 1.5-9-67 issued b h 
~. P. Sholapilr regarding Bandobast in connection with I Y ~ e 
Day on 17-9-67. mtners1on 

Copy of order No. 64/GF/2537/SB/6'7, dated 16-9-67 issue 
~holapur regarding Bandobast in connection with I d "?Y S. P. 
on 17_9_67• mmers1on Day 

Copy of Charge Sheet C. R. No. 192/67. 

Copy of Charge Sheet C. R. No. 193/67. 

Copy of Charge Sheet C. R. No, 194/67. 

Copy of Charge Sheet C. R. 'No. 195/67. 

Copy of Charge Sheet C. R. No. 196/67. 

Copies of entries in Station Diaries of Jail Road p s S 
of S~olapur City for 17-9-67. 17-9-67 and 17: 9_6' adar P. S., and 
pectwely. 7 to 19-9-67 res-

Copies of case diaries F.C. C.R. No. 192/67. 



39-

40. 

41. 

42· 

43. 

44· 

45· 

47. 

49· 

.so. 
51~ 

sz. 

!JG 

Copies of Case Diaries F.C. C.R. No. 193/67. 

Copies of Case Diaries F.C. c.R. No. 194/67. 

COpies of Case Diaries F.C. C.:.R. No. i95/67 

COpies of Case Diaries F.C. C.R. No. 196/67. 

COpies of Weekly confidential.DiarY (L.I.B. Report) sent by the S.P. 
Sholapur for July; August and September, 1967. ' · 

Copy of Final Order in Civil Suit No. 89 of 1954 S/S V. S. Banshetti, 
s. M. Dhanshetti and v. R. Patil Vs. State of Bombay. 

Copy of judgment of 27 BLR Saiyid Manzhur Hasan Vs. Saiyid 
·. .Mahammad Zaman. 

Injury Reperts, Post Mort<m Notes, Par.charamas and Case P:;pers 
regarding ~-I.R. sA, C...R-192/67. 

Inju1~' Report, F.I.R., Pancharan:as and Case Papers regarding F.I.R . 
. s!CR, 193!61• 

Injury Report, Panchanamas, F.I.R., and Case Papers regarding C.R. 
194/67. 

Injury Report, Post Mertem Notes, Panchanama, F.I.R. and Case 
Papers regarding CR. No. 195/67. · 

F.I.R., Case Papers, Panchanamas regard"ng C.R. No. 196/67. 

Copy Of judgment convicting ~hri Murshad Mohd. Hanif of Baganhalli 
u/s 448 Of J.P. C. for trespassing, etc. 

Copies Of speeches delivered by S/S V. R. Patil and H. A. Bahleshwar 
of Sholapur in public meetmgs held on 9-8-1964 and 22-8-1964. 



Sl. 
No. 

ANNEXURE V 

Names of persons wlzo were called ~o give oral eviderzce but did nat appear. 

(Para. z·z of art I) 

Name of witt~ess Date o11 
which 
called 

Remarks 

1. Shri P. G. Kusurkar, 
Convenor, 

Summons served. Did not 
appear. 

Secular Forum, 
8o-A, Navi Peth, 
Sholapur. 

2. Shri S. T. Hanchate, 
President, 
Hindu Sabha, 
Sholapur. 

Do. 

3. Shri v. B. Bhosle, 
Sub-Inspector. 
Faujdar <..hawadi P. S., 
Sholapur. 

14-7-69 Was in hospital due to accident. 

{I) 

(S) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(IO) 

8-105 H.A. 

SITE PLAN OF PUNJAB TALIM 

Legend 

The place of incident where Police Constable Bhimashank.ar was wounded 
and fell down. 

House No. 488, the door of which was broken, 

The place opposite to House No. 513 where the cycle was set on tire. 

House No. 561 where on the UppeF floor two doors and two window 
facing the road show marks of firmg. 

Two big windows on_ the uppe~ flOOr of House No. 457 facing the ro d 
and also a small wmdow whtch have got marks of firing t h . ha 
of 17 feet from the ground. • a a etg t 

House No, 456 opposite Mohini Cycle Mart where tins wood . 
etc. were set on fire. · · · • en Pteces, 

Uttar Kasba House No. SII to House No. 664 . u 
everYWhere on the road pieces of stones, J:iles 'andpto dHouse No. 45a 
were found. · so a-water bottles 

Place where bulb on an electric pole near Urinal w f 
. as ound broken. 

Place opposite House No. 451 where a Pandal for· G . . -
put up. · . anapati festtval was 

The shop adjoining House No. 559 where t - b 
articles were lying thrown. ea 0Xes and K.IRANA 
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(II) 

(12) 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(xo) 

(II) 

(12) 

(13) 

(I) 

. (2) 

(3) 

(5) 

0 
(6) 

98 

The place where the offender was seen running after hitting with ston:!s. 
the injured police constable (who died later). 

The place where the offender was caught. 

SITE PLAN OF BABA KADRI MASJID 

Legeud 

Place of incident. 

Place where the mob was collected. 

Direction from where Police Officers and police party came. 

Place where P.S.I. Shri Bhoslc opened fire (None injured). 

Place where P.S.I. Shri Ashtekar opened ftre (None injured). 

Place where P.S.I. Shri Bhosle opened fire (None injured). 

Place where P.S.I. Shri Bhosle opened fire when Soda-water bottles and· 
burning cloth-ball were thrown (None injured). · 

Place where P.S.I. Shri Bhosle was hit by a tile on his nose, when acci
dentally one round went off in the air. 

Place where S.D.P.C., Sholapur City, Shri V. R. Ghorpade <'pened 
fire. 

Place where P.S.I. Shri Bhosle opened fire (Persons injured). 

Place where chilli powder water mixed with chilli powder. iron bars, 
tiles were. stored. 

Place in the Masjid where soda·ware, boule:!! ana heaps of nte p eces 
were stored. 

Areas where stones, tiles and floor-chips were stored on the roofs of' 
houses. 

SITE PLAN OF KHATIK MASJID 

Legmd 

The place where tear gas party was stationed. 

The place where Police Officers and S.R.P. were standing for Bandobast 
purpose. . · · 

The place where S.D.P.O. Shri Deshpande. was standing for Bandobas:t 
purpose. . . 

The plac.e where miscreants manhandled the police officer Shri Deshpande 
and snatched his lathi •. 

The place where the wireless motor van was standir.g. 

Th~ place where the incident took place. 

The place where the KHATIK people were rounded up and arrested. 

Direction of the mob .. 

The place where S.R.P. police were standing for Bandobast putpose. 
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1925 

1927 

ANNEXURE IX 

Statement showing details of communal incidents recorded within Sholapur City limits during the years 1925 to 1967 

(Paras. 10·3, 10·5 and 10·9 of Part II) 

Incident ~nd date_ 

3 4 

Rath Procession of Ashadhi Muslims 
Ekadashi on 2-8-1925. ----.. ---

Desecration of Nandi on 
.7-9-.1_92 5. 

2 cases 

Muslim.s 

1 case . 

Rath Procession on 28-10-1925 Muslims 

13 cases 

Rath Procession on 28-10-1925 Hindus 

I-II-1925 

Rath Procession on Ashadhi 
Ekadashi on 10-7-1927. 

. 2. ca.ses 
M~l#IJs 

x case 
Hindus 

7 cases 

Brief particulars of incidents 

5 

The Muslim culprits numbering more than 
five . formed an unlawful assembly. and 
assaulted processionists going with 
Ashadhi , Ekadashi Rath Procession 

·while playing music in front of Punjab 
TaHm Mosque. 

. . 
Muslim culprits desecrated Navdi of, God 

Mahadeo in Begam Peth, Sholapur. . 

The processionists in the Rath Procession 
who were playing music in front of 
Punjab~ Talirn · mosque were assaulted 

n:sulting in several offences in Kasba 
Peth, Mangalwar Peth and in Tarti Naka 
area. ' · 

Hindus manhandled two Muslims in Man
galwar Peth . 

Musllms assaulted .Hindus in .Begum Peth. 

On 10-7-1927 i.e., last day of Moharram 
three Moharram tigers participating 

Remark 

6 



~7 

3 _4 

Muslims 

2 cases 

Hindus 

2 cases 

. Muslims 

I case 

. Muslims 

r case 

. Muslims 

I case 

Objectionable tampering and Muslims 
removal of Idol of God -----
Mahadeo on 9-8-1927. I case 

Disturbances on the last day or Hindus 
Ganapati Festival on 
ro-9-1927. 5 cases 

Muslims 

8 cases 

5 

in the Moharram festival forced their 
way into the Rath Precession near Madhala 
Maruti resulting in riots and 
other offences. 

Hindus com,mitted one offence of assau It 
and another offence of assault and hurting 

religious feelings of Muslims in Manga.
war Peth. 

Muslims cOmmitted one offence hurting 
religious feelings of Hindus in Mangalwar 
Peth. ' 

In a precession taken out in memory of 
Muslim saint some Muslims by their acts 
created friction between Hindus and 

Muslims. 

Muslims hurt religious feelings of Hindus 
by thrOwing away an emblem of Hindu 
God Mahadeo frOII" Sidheshwar Panch
katta. 

Ditto. 

Ganapati precession was stoned by Mus-
lims at Manik Chowk who had assembled 
there for taking out Zenda precession. 
The prevoked Hindus assaulted Mus
lims. 

Muslims committed three offences of 
stabbing in Mangalwar Peth, and Vic
toria Market, three offences o£ assault in 



~9 

I3-9-I927 

Communal disturbances 
Sholapur on 2I·S-I939· 

Hindus 

s cases 

• Muslims 

4 cases 

Hindus 

I case 

Hindus 

I case 

Hindus 

I case 

at Hindus 

5 cases 

Shukrawar Peth and two offences ot 
hurting religious feelings of Hindus 
in Ganesh Peth and Shukrawar Peth. 

Hindus cOmmitted two offences of murders 
of Muslims in Shukrawar Peth and Man
galwar Peth and three offences ·of 
riots and hurting religious feelings of 
MusliiPs in Shukrawar Peth, Mangalwar 
Peth and Ravivar ,Peth . 

Muslim culprits cOmmitted three murders of 
Hindus in Mangalwar Peth, Sakharpeth 
and Kasba Peth. Similarly one offence 
of hurting religious feelings of Hindus 
was cOmmitted by Muslims in Navi 
Peth. 

Hindus committed an . offence of riot in 
Kasba Peth. 

Hindu gun~li~ensee tried to frighten .¥us
lims by firing shots. 

Hindus hurt religious feelings of Muslims in 
Sakhar. Peth. . . . 

Muslims objected to the slogans being shout
ed by the prOcession of Arya Samaj Satya
grahis who had come frOm outside to 
participate in Arya Samaj Satyagraha at 
Hyderabad demanding more employment 
opportunities to Hindus, the majority 
cemmuntty. This resulted in four 
murders by Hindus in Wara Lane, Tilak 
Chowk and Kumbhar Ves and one stabb
ing by Hindu at Bali Ves .. 



2 3 4 5 6 

Muslims Muslims cOmmitted three stabbing offences 

3 cases 
in Madh,ala Maruti area. , 

.lZ-5•1939 . Muslims Four stabbing by Muslims took p]ace in 
Jodbhavi Peth, Kumbhar Ves, North 

4 cases Kasba·and Sidheshwar Peth. 

Hindus . One stabbing by Hindu took place in Sakhar 
Peth. 

I case 

23-5-1939 Muslims Three murders were committed by Muslims 
in Vijapur Ves Chowk, Old Akalkot 

5 cases Motor stand and Madhala Maruti area. 
Similarly two stabbings were done by 
Muslims in VictOria Market area and 
Dhor Galli in Shukrawar Peth. 

t94I Communal disturbances on the Muslims The returning Gadda Fair Hindu Pilgrims 
last day of pole procession were stabbed bh Muslims from funeral 
during Gadda Fair on 14 cases procession of S ri Abdul Hamid Kadar-
I5-I-I94I. khan near Markendeya Temple resulting 

in death of 7 Hindus and serious injuries 
. . to other persons. 

J6-I-I94I . Muslims An attempt of murder of a Hindu was 
made by a Muslim in Jodhbhavi Peth. 

I case 

20-I-1941 Muslims Muslim, 
Peth. 

brOke Mahadeo Pindi in Sakhar 

I case 
147 Communal incidents on Hindus Muslims, Ex-employees of Bhagwat Chitra 

14-6-1947· Mandir, were stabbed by Hindu door-
2 cases keepers inside the compounds of Bhagwat 

Chitra Mandir and Kismat Talkies. 



7 

rs-6-19~7 

17-6-1947 

Commun~l incidents on 
I-8-1947· 

3-g-1947. 

MusHms 

I case 
. ' . 
Hindus · 

2 cases 

Muslims 

''lx case . 

Hindus 

22 cases 

Muslims 
' 

: 7 cases·-

r3· cases 

Attack on funeral, procession . , Mi.t~iims 
on 25-4.:.1952. · · · · · 

I case. 

J:tindu door-keeper was stabbed by Mushtll 
Ex-employee inside the compound of 
Bhagwant Chitra Mandir. . .. 

T~o Musliffis were stabbed by two Hindus 
near Ta'rti Naka. 
•' 

Ot:te Hindu was murdered by some Mu~lims 
. near Bakhale Press in Vijaput Ves 

area. 

Hindus murdered ten Muslims by stabbing 
them. Similarly twelve Muslims were 
stabbed by Hir.dtis. These · offences 
tOOk place in the area between Vijapur 
Ves to Mechanic Chowk. 

Musluns murde~ed three Hindus by stabb
il!g , them. Similarly four. Hindus were 
stabbed by Muslims. These incidents 
took place. in the aforesaid· area. The 
curfew was imposed to prevent further 
incidents on x-8-1947· 

The curfew was lifted for two hours in the 
morning on 3-8-1947 during which Mus

·lims murdered five Hindus by stabbing 
and also stabbed 8 Hindus in Victoria 
Market i.e., Laxmi Market area . . . 

The ; funeral procession of Shri · Bhima
shankeraPPa · · DhullaPPa Kavathekar: 
was attacked by Muslims at Bawa Kadri 
mosque · because the proeessionists were. 
singing Bhajan and the Muslims in Bawi · 

· Kadri mosque were offering Friday pra
yer. After initial stoning three Hindus 
were stabbed by Muslims. 



2 3 

Hindus 

I case 

I9SS Attack on funeral procession on Muslims 
I2-8-I9SS· 

I case 

Ig66 Attack. on Hindu marriage pro- Muslims 
cess10n on 24-4-I966. 

I case 

Ig66 Assault on Hindus on 3-7-1966 Muslims· 

I case 

1966 Assault on Muslims on I-8-1966 Hindus 

I ease 

Ig66 Damage to GanaPati idol ins- Undetected 
tailed at Kiriteshwar Math 
on 2o-g-xg66. 

Disturbance during Ganapati Hindus 
installation precession to 
Kiriteshwar Math on 20-9-1966 I case 

4 5 

At Bali Ves maternity home, one. retired 
Muslim Head Constable was stabbed by 
Hindus. 

A Hindu funeral procession was attacked by 
Muslims near Akrar Ali mosque since 
beating drums was being done by the 
processionists. 

Shri Bholu Nabilal Shaikh and three other 
Muslims attacked a Hindu marriage pro
cession which was passing Begum. bi 
mosque in Begum Peth since music was 
being played. 

Shri Tanaji Kashinath Mahindrakar 
dashed against the Muslim near Punjab 
Talim while riding the by-cycle. This 
led to an assault by Shri Chand Abdul 
Karim and 8 other Muslims on Shri 
Tanji Kashinath Mahindrakar and 
five others. 

Shri Tanaji Kashinath Mahindrakar and 
nine other Hindus assaulted some Mus
lims in Punjab Talim area. 

The Ganapati idol installed at Kiriteshwar 
Math was damaged by unknown boys. 

Hindu processionists caused damage to 
Jikariya hotel and PaD shop belonging to 
Muslims. They also attempted to cause 
damage to Punjab Talim mosque. They 
threw burning swab in the house of Shri 
l~mail Abdul Raz;ll';. · .. 

6 



Muslims 

I case 

I case 

Hindu 

I case 

Throwing flaming swabs on Undetected 
Khatik. mosque on 16-10-1966 

Desecration of Mahadeo Pindi Undetected 
on 20-12-1966. 

Interference in celebrations of Muslim 
Shiva JaYanti on·s-5-1967 

. I case 

57 Attack on marriage procession Muslim 
on I8-5-1967. 

I case 

Muslims pelted stones on. Hindu proce~
sionists at Bawa Kadart mosque a.re.a tn 
which P. l. Shri D. M. Kulk.arm and 
Armed P. L.. Jadhao received stone in-
juries. 

Hindu processionists damaged pan-shop of 
of Slu:i Mohd. Husain Abdul Rahim and 
looted the articles inside the shop. 

Hindu processionists broke open the cycle 
shop of Shri M.ahibub Saheb I'apamiYa 
I'athan and damaged the articles inside 
the shop. 

Flaming swabs were thrown at the outer 
gate of Khatik mosque. No damage 
was caused. 

Mahadeo I'indi in Shambhuling temple 
was desecrated by throwing nightsoil. 

Shri Abdul Sattar Mohd. ! Husain Jamadar 
gave information to the Police Inspector 
Foujdar Chavdi that the promoters of 
Shiv Jayanti Mandal were damaging 
Anarkali Takiya Kaba.rastan. The 
Police enquirY revealed that the informa

tion given was false. 

Shri Mehboob Subhani Kothmire and 
Shri Abdul Hamid Allaudin Sheikh 
pelt.ed sto~es on a HiJ?.dU marriage pro
<;esston whtch was passmg Kali mosque. 



2 3 4 

Unauthorised activities over Muslim 
land belonging to Hindu on-----
20-6-1967. I case 

Attack on Hindu marriage feast Muslim 
Radha Krishana Mandir on ..,-----,~ 
24-6-67. ~ case 

·5 

Murshad Hasan Saheb ladle Choudhari 
unlawfully trespassed on the land bear
ing Survey No. 525/2 and belonging 
to Shri S. R. Shah alias Nimbargikar and 
started religious activities of permanent 
nature. 

Sarvashri . Babulal Hairat Mutta and 
Tajuddin Abdul Karim 5haikh of Shola
pur threw soda water . bottles in Radha 
Krishana Mandir at Hindu marriage 
party which was inside the Mandir. 



ANNEXURE X. 

Statement showing detaiis of incidents that caused com~tutial~ ten.•ion at Sholapur City duritlg 1963 to· r967. 

(Paras. ro· 17· and ro·29 of Part II) 

Year 

2 

Incident showing details and 
date. 

Ganapati precession on 2-9-1963 

Jamdade Affair. on II-4-1966 

-----------------

Community 

4 

Hindu 

Hindu . 

Brief particulars of the incidents 

s 
--------------------~·-----

On 2-9-1963 Ganapati procession was i 
Punjab Talim. One of the processioni~ 
' Gulal' on the fore-head of Shri · t.. 
Chandale \vho was standing in front of 
Little quantity of ' Gulal' fell on 01 
person standing nearby causing dispi, 
commotion. One Lazim was thrown 
premises. · 

One Shri Ramchandra Shivram Jarndade 
Rashid Abdul Samad Maindargi . ofShol 
a result of lightning on U-4-1966. Tl:i 
post mortem was handed over·by the l 
son of his Muslim keep in response to 
by him. When the bOdy was bein~ 
cremation in a processionShriV.R.Patil 
by the brother of the deceased Shri < 
tructed the procession and claimed. tl 
disposal according to Iingayat rites. Sir 
was being claimed by Hindus as well as by, 
bQdy was taken in.Police custody. with 
of his brother and other relatives and 
Patil who took up the cause of Hind~ 
Abdul Sattar Jamadar who took up t 



2 

66 

1966 

3 

·Moharrum Karbala procession Muslims 
on 2-5-1966. 

Shahi Masjid Mardi Case Hindus 
on 29-8-1966 

4 5 

Muslims were advised to get the di 
in the L.ivil Court. Accordingly both 
approached the Civil Court and the 
decided that Ramchandra Shivram Ja1 
lingayat and that the body should be l 
to his brother for disposal. , 

Acting on complaints · received from Hi 
Head Constable Swami ·checked and sei: 
which were in excess of the number s 
the District Magistrate on 2nd May, 1' 
day the Karbala procession was to take 1 
the · seizure, Mutwalli of Darvesh · P1 
physical resistance for the seizure of 
by the H. C. Swami. Shri Abdul Sa· 
Husain Jamadar thereupon organised 
2,000 Muslims and led to the C..ollecto: 
against police action and announced th: 
procession was suspended. In his discu 
authorities the then S. P. gave an assu 
matter would be looked into. Shri Abd 
decided to resume the Karbala proces: 
vised the morchaists accordingly. 

With a view to establishing the claim o: 
over the mosque at Mardi, Shri V. R. P: 
along with about so local villagers, 
tered the mosque on 29-8-1966, de 
tombs and installed idols of' Mahadeo 
The Police have registered an offence 
Shri Patil and 41 others. (The case is 

Pelting of stones on Hotel on Hindus and Muslims · A Hindu and a Muslim boy were ·caug] 
8-10-66. ---------- while throwing stones on Jijkrya Hotel: 

I case. at Foujdar <..havdi P.S.L.R. No. 172/6 
tered. Since a Hindu boy ·involved, 
vel oped, 
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Provocative AnnoUncement HindUS 
on a notice board on 

IO-IO-I966 ~ I case 

Fasting before Khatik Mosque Hindus 
on I.,-12-66/8-Iz-66 · 

Save life of ShankaracharYa Hindus 
Day on 17-12-66. 

Arrest of Shri V. R. Patil Hindus 
(HMS) for breach of 144 
Cr. P.C. on 20-12-1966. I case 

Desecration of Pathan Darga Muslim 
on 23-I2-1966 ·-- -

I case 

S/Sh:ri T •. G. !ngale and S. M. · Patil of H.1 
charge-sheeted for Jwritirig a provocative ann 
on a notice board calculating to hurt tl 
of Muslims. An offence at Foujda.r Chavc 
N~. I75/66, was registered. 

In furtherance of anti:cow-slaughtcr maven 
V. S. Dhodkunde, belonging to HMS r< 

fasting in support of the anti-cow-slaugh1 
ment before Khatik Mosque causing tens 

Shri V. R. Patil and other HMS followers g: 
to the public to observe hartal and fas 
day. He organised a batch of IS peop 
in front of Kala Maruti Temple in Sakh 

· addressed a public meeting there causing 

Following the discovery of night-soil on the 
Pindi inside Shambhuling Temple," te 
vailed amongst the Hindus in that Ioc 
mischief was not attributable to any 01 
Hindus on the basis of evidence availabl 
result that the tension started dying 01 
V. R. Patil, HMS tried to foment tension 1 
ing a Bhajan vrogramme near the tf'mple in, 
the order uts I44 Cr. P.C. which was Pl 
by the authorty. Shri V. R. Patil wa 
by the Police far breach of prohibitOry ord 
Bhajan programme fell through. The arrf 
V. R. Patil caused considerable tension an 
rank and file of Hindus. 

One Shri Shahabuddin Mohd. Saheb Mi 
plained to the Police by an applicatiOJ 
21-12-I966 that stones ·of a Muslim 1 
being removed hinting that it was the work 
since the HMS office was situated nea 

appeared in news-paper and caused son 
The police kept a watch on Pathan Baba 
on 23-12-66 a Muslim boy named 
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7 Instigation to Muslim on 7-3-1967 Muslim 

Obstruction to Shiv JaYanti 
Festiv<ll on 5-5-1967 

Instigation to Muslims on 
27-5-67. 

' case 

Muslim 

I case 

Muslim 

r case 

Seizure of unlicensed stocks of Muslim 
explosives etc. on u-g-67 and--
IS-9-67 • I C<).SC 

Mehboob Khan Pathan was caught 
while removing stones from · the toml 
Baba Darga. ·An offence .was registere 
Chavdi P.SC .. R. No. 222/66, since t 
was a Muslim boy the tension eased · 

Several written complaints were rece 
Police to the effect that Murshad Sho. 
Mheher of Hyderabad who stayed at Jm 
Sholapur was abusing National·leaders 
gating Muslims against . Hindus. T 
eased Up after chapter case WaS file 
Murshad vide Jail Road P. S. Chapter 
Cr. P.C. . 

Shri Abdul Sattar Mohd. Husain Jamadru 
interim injunction from the Civil Court 
currency of which Shiv J ayanti festival wa: 
The injunction was later on vacated. 
interim period tension prevailed. 

The trespass committed by Murshad M< 
H~ainsaheb of Began Halli, in Bija 
in uhauthorisedly occupying Sholapur 
tected monument for offer!ng praYers 
strong protest from Hindu quarters ! 

tension. Shri Rangnath Balwant l 
Ranga Pahelwan 38, ·Navi Peth, Shol 
complained to Police by his application 1 

in \vhich it was indicated that the H. 
launch an agitation over the issue. The 
vacated to ease the tension. (Foujdar 
Chapter Case No. u/s no Cr. P. C 

On II-9-1967, Haji M. F. Mani~·ar, h 
and one servant sold prohibited gu 
tb,e bogus customer sent h¥ Police. 



a raid was conducted and the stock ' 
His two godowns-one clandestine and 
licensed and two shops were sealed or 
and were again searched on rs-9-67 wl 
stocks of detonators, gelitine, cartridge! 
potass·um chlorate, postassium cyani 
seized. An offence at Jail Road P. S. Cr. N 
u/s rzo-B I.P.C. and 5 of the Explosive 
Act was regtstered. · Haji M. F. Man 
well respected citizen and a top ranking bi 
at Sholapur. He is a trustee of mosqu 
khana also of the Social Association school 
by the M·l>lims of Sholapur. The invo 
such a pro.ninent person and his three s 
tension w:th the rank and file of Mus 
munity. 
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