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“We must bear in mind that politieal in

j.f' 1action with the eloqul:mn gatherings stitutions are the work of men. They owe

- dor the 'whole province of Berar. The
:gubjects appointed for the occasion

swere of & character that is surely an in

- table sensatioiis.

«dex of another sign of the times. The

:subjects more or less wera of one type |
;and their object was one Jooked at from |

«different stand points. The theme of
the whole was how to seek worldly

shappiness. Seeking after worldly happi-
qess 1s another sign of the times. Every
:goul especialiy boasting himself to
‘be reckoned as an educated man, longs
for bhappiness and pleasurable sensa-
+tions. The honorary speakers mesgers
‘Khaperday, Jog and Joshi sang the
.same time. Each and all seemed to be
anxious to hear from the mouths of the
gpeakers the means of securing pleasu-
There was a very
Jearned discourse on the first subject.
How to secure happiness, but that

-gpeaker was now and then warned that

‘he was fleeing away from his proper sub

"jeet viz how to secure pleasurable sen-

.gations. ILven the orthodox seemed to

~join in giving the warning. The speaker

Mr. Padhye very properly said that if
people did notv seck worldly happiness
with that eagerness which is found 1n
.grossly sensual people, these very world
ly pleasures would seck them.

The learned honorary speakers of
whom better things were expected ap-
peared rather vulgar even in their ex-
pressions of language. Iustead of import
ing higher notions of self sacrifice for
the public weal they ridiculed the teach
angs of such reversed men as Gautam
Bundha and cthers holding the same po-

-gition. Modern teachers such as Bacon
.and Descorte were fieeing away in ordsr

40 make room for charvaks IEpicurcons

.and gross materialists of ‘modern Ku-

rope. The higher -notions of morality

.and polity were considered to be of no
service in present times when all of us,
‘the speakers taught must seek to secure
-as much worldly happinessindividually

-ag possible, Ifthis be a fact, that by
.education we bave arrived at a stage of

thought wheun all thet ie noble and glo-

ripus in ancient times is disregarded,

-miserable is the outcome to the count-
ry at large, for we shall be grossly

‘material and lose touck withthat which |

is fine and Ligh and lose all notions of
gelf sacrifice. Betterit 1is  suffer
for  others then be happy

oursalves in this world. Then we shall
‘do service both to God and Country

:2nd earn high reward in life hereafter.
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SOME REFLECTIONS ON
~ REPRESENTATIVE
GOVERNMENT.
{ Communicated )

—T D —
( Continued from our last 1ssue )

Learning this partial digression 1 pro-
«ceed with my subject directly. There are

‘two conflicting theories with regard to the

nature of government one class of politi-
‘eal philosphers think that government 1s
‘a2 human contrivance, a mere machine, 1n
wverted to serve eartain preconceived ends.
‘Goyvernments can be made and unmade.

‘They look upon government as a problem
to be worked like any other question of

business. The‘other theory is that govern
ment 1g not 2 machine but a natural or-

ganism, 9 spontaneous growth growing
-out of the nature and life of a people; 1t is
& product of their habits instiness, uncen-

gcious wants and desires, governmen’ aie
not made but grow. They are not a

makter of choice. Man must take them
‘as he finds them. His business is simply
to acquaint himself with their nature and
0 adopt himself to it.

Both of these views are not correct
when held exclusively. They are both
partially true. We must try to get at the
gmount of truth which exists in either,

their origin and existence to she human
will. -Man did mot find these actually
existing like all works of mea, therefore
these ce be well or ill made., And a
people to whom i1t was not possible to find
out a good institution for themselves, may
adopt one which has besen found good for
others. DBut we must remember, at the
garne time, that such borrcwed institutions
will not work of themselves. The process
18 not complete by the me-e adoption of
them. Political machinery requires the
active participation of a people and must
be admitted to the canacities and quali
ties of such men as are available. There
are three conditions necessary for the exis
tence of a government. In the firgt place
the people for whom it i3 intended must
be willing to accept it or at least not so
unwilling as to oppose it. 1n the second
place, thoy must ke willing to do what is

requisite for its preservation., And in the
third place, they must be able to do those
things which will enable it to achieve its
best resvits. If these conditions are not
fulfilled, thav form of governmet becomes
unsuitable to that particular people. A
particular form of government can uot
exist 1f the people are unwilling to accept
1t. 7.e. A rude tribe will not submit
to the restraints of a civilised government

secondly, a people may prefer a govern-
meunt-but may be unable to fulfil the con
ditions of its continuance. 7. ¢. A f{ree

government, where the people are coward-
ly carelessindolent, and have ne public
spirit 1s impossible. Ian the case of a rude
people, whose passions are violent or in

the case of a people who will not actively
cooperate with the laws and the public au
thorities governmsent must needs have
sterner powers of control than elsewhere
Representative institutions, wnere the
electors do not understand their respongi-
bilities and vote in any other but public
grounds, by selling their votes for money
or for the purpose of pleasing soms bcdy,
befome mere instruments of tyranny and

intrigue. Within these three conditions, a
government 1s a matter of ‘choice. Al

tnat weare told about the nzcessily of a
historical ‘basis or of their being in harmo
ny with the national usages:and character
of & people means this much or nothing to
the purpose of course, it is quite true that
an 1nstitution will prosper if the way is
prepared for it by tke natural habits and
Instinets of a people and a legislator, if he
1s wise, will take advantage when pocsible

of such habits in shaping his measures. But
1t by no means follows that what is mere

|1y a help and a facility should bo regarded

ag a necessary conditions. No doubt a
a people will be persuaded to do much
more easily what they are used to do. But
they may also be taught to do new things.
In many cases to kindle a desire for good
institutions and set before theniits advan-
tages 18 a successful mode of making the
people accept those and work them with
efficiency. Only the desire must not be
kindled toomuchin advance of the capacity.
Sometinies an objection is raised that tha
choice of government 13 im>ossibls the
form government 1s naturally determined
by the circumstances of the country in ac
cordence with the distribution of the ele
elements of social power. The strongest
power in the country will obtain the govern
ing authority, Thereissome truthin this
doctrine. But we may ask what 1s the
meaning of power? Not mere physical
power otherewise pure democracy will be
the only possible from of government not
even physical power combined with riches
and 1ntelligence constitizie the governing

body. for a much weaker party haviig the |

advantages of organisation maygovern a
majority their superiors in physical and eco
nomical strength no doubt such govern
ments are in anstable egrulibrum and may
be subverted by a slight disturbance.

We must bear in mind that, political by
speaking, much of the power consists in
will whatever affects will therefore must
not be left out of account. Opinion 1s one
of the greatest of active social forces, A

|

when the people are pemﬂaded tha.t a par- | q( qﬁiqﬂ[ d%.4 ﬁan ami]

fticular ingtitution is good it is a great he}p
or their adopting it. Although the epinions

of average persons are formed by their

positions they may be acted on by the opi-
nions of personsir different position and
by the collective force of the opinions of
the instructed among them. And new insti-
tutfons may be introduced in a people by

means of s change in their opinions thus
producad.

2rd. Having shewn that a form of Go-
vernment is a matter of choice within cer-
tain conditiong let us see by what criterion

wo are to determine the character of a Go-
vernment or a set of political institutions.
In other words when should we say that
a form of Govt.is good. It would appear
at first sight that we should decide before-
hand the proper {unctions of a Govt. and
then that form which -fulfills them most
satisfactorily isto be the best form of Govt.
But the influence of Govt. -on the com-
munity is far reaching. Although the good
that 1t can do is limited by the character
of 1ts constitution the evil which it can 1in-
flict by direct and indirect meddlings, has
no lunits. Therefore the influence of Go-
vernment on the community must ke
measured by no less an object than the
whole mass of interests of that communi-
ty. 1f we can but classify such a complex
object as the interests of the com-
munivy under certain definite beads, our
task of finding a criterion of good Govt. is
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MONDAY MARCLL 17, 1890.

‘A PROTEST AGAINST LORD
‘CROSS, COUNCIL INDIA BILL.
T R e

e —

Mr. Bradlaugh’s India Counsil Bill
“was blocked by Mr. Macicon provably
with a view Lo give credit to the Conser
vative Government for having introduc-
‘ed into’'the house their India Council
Bill. That this was iz all likelihood Mr.
Maclean’s motives would be apparent
Irom the fact that scon after blocking
Bradlaugh’s Bill the Goverunment
brought in theirs. If4he house was not
properly prepsred to consider a Bill
such as Bradlaugh introduced how did
1t come about that the House became
BO 8oon after ready to d'scuss the merits
of a Bill of the same nature. When
Liord Dufferin was hcre Le sent home a

despatch urging or advisiug the dosira- |

bility of introducing son:e refor in the
existing constitution of the legiclative
Councils. The Budcel was to be nllow-
ed to be freely discussed by members of
the CQHDC“, the vumbver ot wembers
was to be increased at thie option of the
Jduocal Government, and the richt of in-
terpellation to be given to the members
of official & non-officiul. On those sanie
slnes probably the bill of the Govern-
ment has now been based and we find
now that the essential feature pressed
by the Congress on the attention of
Government is wanting in the Bill.
The principle of election urged by the
Congress and 1ts supporters is altogeth-
‘er wanting aud this 1s what we protest
agalinst.

The theory ol the paternal British
governmant represented by the official
classes out iz India is thatthe system

|

I

of government by nomination to the | A3 at present constituted,

Counc.ls is all that is enough at pre-

sent. We know Low that power of nomi

nation hus been exercised some years

ago and although i1t may happen as it

does, that veally repiresentative men axe
nominated to the Councils, we cannot be
certain of the system always ensnuring

| the vomination only suc. men as the
pecple would themselves appoint. - The

patronage system on Which appoint-

ments to responsible officer once depend |

ed has now been sufficientiy exploded

| and if that has not stood the test of pub

lic criticism iii other departments tliere
18 no reason why 1t should be consider-
ed adequate 1n the matter of thé appoint
ment to the Councils. The svstem of
election once introduced in the Coun-
cils'the people would at any rate be
sute that & certaic portion of the mem-
bers of the Council would represent
their actual needs and try to get redress
of their genuine grievances.

But let us examine ‘the reasons on
which the other side base their objec-
tions to granting the very moderate re-
quest of the Congress. The gentlemen
of the Congress they aflirm do not re-
present any body but themselves, The
mass of the people does not care for
political matters and in fact ‘apathetic
to 1t. The right ofelection therefore if
ovnce conferred will be practically re-
stricted to the educated <classes and
there i1s a chance ¢cf their abusing the
puwer entrusted to the minority of the
educated people. In the first place we
deny that in wmatters political the peo-
ple of this great country do net trust
the educated community. Oar ideas in
soclal matters or religious matters
might differ from this but it is a mLatter
of every day experience that the public
believe tbe;edncated classes in fishting
their constitutional battles with Govern
mert. But granting for the sake of argu
ment that the 'masses generally have
no sympathy with the edncated classes
stili why should not even the educated
minority get a representation even to
represent their own classes. As Mr,
Yule apty put in Lis address at the
Allahabad Congress that if 1n a country
there are only a {few persons who know
how to manage steamengiues, there 1is
po reason why they should bs debarred
from practicing their profession because
otLhers are unableto do thie same. If
only a miuvority is fit to exercise the
franchise there is no reason why they
should not get the right to exercise 1it.
There is no chance of their abusing the

power vested in them for the right of
vetoing any measure passed by even =
majority of the Liegislative Council 1is,
according to the schieme of the Congress
vested in the local government. The
sovernment can always keep a strict eye
on the doings of these members to see
if they abuse tl.eir authority.

Some of the Anglo-Indian papers
wvhose sole business 1 regard to the
;:I‘()Wiﬂg{ ﬂ.b[JHﬁLileS of the peopie re-
presented by the Congress, always wmis-
represent the movement by saying that
the Congress clanns a ridiculous and
absurd universai suffrage- 1t 1s to be
regretted that papers of the influence
they have amongst the Anglo-Indian
community sbhould spread evil reporis
of thie Congress movement aund 1t aims
and objects without even attempting to
know the trath about 1t and the ecatch-
words of these papers are easily taken
up by papers in Eungland of similar
tendencies.

In spite of these misrepresentations

we muast always reiterate the truth
about Congress and its demands in con-

nectinn with the ILiegislation couuai.li |

|

there are
native members on the Council presu-

A ST TATAAAT AnfE 9 AR AT /7 92}y €

mably because they have a more inti-
mace knowledge of native needs and

aspirations. If, ag ig evidently the object,
the members are already there the only
diiference we want to make is that the
members be elected and not selected by

| Goveroment and this would and must

lend to the furtherance of the original
object of appointing native members to
the Couneil.

We [eel it incumbent on us to enter a

protest against the omission of the
elective element being introduced in

| the-Councils. The present Government

Bill we must gay, does not all satisfy
the growing aspirations of the people,
and such half measures will only lead to
further irritation and disaffection
amongst & ‘community consisting of
admittedly loyal tendencies. Real sjtates
manship consists in meeting the prow
ing popular demands and thus make it
a decent act of gruce rather in yielding
on cumpulsien -of growing publig
opinion,

_-lill-——-u*'.-—_ﬂ_

We hear that a newly nominated E. A.
C- teok ocecasion to bring to the notice of
superior officer that a certain gentleman on
a local Board Commniittee should be remov-
ed from his office, simply and sol:ly be-
cause the member of the Local committee

meeting of the National Congress held at
Bombay. This will surely serve as an
encouragement for people to serve on the
Local Board Committee. Those responsible
for the administration of the District ought
to.administer a good lesson te the Feport-

‘inZ officer—the new E. A.C. that people

indep3ndent of government cannot be pre-
vented from doing what they like and
their being absent from Tiocal Board Com-
mittees once or twice during the year does

not subject such absentees to the penalty
of removal fiem the post.

Emm— -

T e

We are happy to learfi the report that
Mr. Hare has been appointed revenue
settlement officer for H. A. D. However we
express the general feeling of regret ex-
perienced at his approaching departure

from this district. In Initiating the organi- |
zation of Local Boards he showed great |

zeal and interest with a view to their being
laid down on a firmer foundation. His
special efforts @and care with which ha

laboured to push forward the Akola water
works will ever be rernemberad.
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