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The problem
attract cagpital

ol agriculture 1s
for large investments
lhere 18 a wide and 1ncreasing
Geterioration in this prolession. We do
pot

therein.

g6€ liuprovements tbe

cultivation.
alter ciops are being realized from year
t0 year Lut those who do

in the feld are almost {romm the claws

i
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of lavdless lalourers. They bave httle
iuterest in ithe improvemeas of the soil
They look to their wages ouly orii they
get a B=ld on a lease ibeir sole ioleresd

centers 1o the out-turp cf the crop.
Their efforts are directed §> secare a
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HIFTO lnd thm is an annual increase in the

indebtedness of these people.
invest capital in land with a

secure therefor a moderate rate of
interest. Further than that tho mouied
people do not care for the improvemeut
Ino ocur provicee, there aie

practically two classes of people. The
first is that of the rich capitalists. They
ees that their investnients are safe in
the purchase of the landed property.
The second «class 1s of tho

Many
view (o

masses who are gradually increasing ia |
' large nucibers. They have alwmost lost

their old heldings and are now labourers
in some formm or another on the land
of their ancestors,
of

Tire new class 13
the middlemen who utilize the

labour of the secoud class of people. The
result is that the agriculture of the

province shows sigus of unmistakable
deterioration. We are afraid that the
uoduly enhaunced prices of land are
due to the pgreed of 1wvesting money
1u the immoveable estales. There 13 a
better and more secured investment
in Jand. There is a 1ush of capital in

thie cdirection. DBut there 18 no
community of interest Letwveen the
owners of fieldis and the labourers

thereon: that is the system of letling
out land at & fixed sum of money which

18 twice, thrice or even four times
the government assessment. We
condemn this system of leasing out
land. It opens wide a door for
speculation and the people who lose

no field
open for them and hLave to rescrt

to agriculture whioh is the only
| professiou left for them. Tlis is the
cause of roio of a number ol families
of agricultariats,

prove untrue, There are so mauy
things most uncertain upon which the

In

partia! or total
lessees are Lhose
who bave to sell their other property
in order to secure land for future

caultivation. We have further observed

that the vew assesswents have also
done an immense harm to tbe progress

harevest depends.

are failures

The margin of profit
is farther curtailed aod the people
are impoverished to a larger extent
account. We hope that tbe
Local Government will gee their way
to reduce the land—tax to a wode:ate
amount and to proliibit as a rule the

preseot sysiemn of leasing Jland at a

fixed amount of money
of the out-turn of
be a rule Lhat

irrespective
Ii nil"]llld
occopant of a

crops.
each

hioldivg as well as Lis co-sharers, 18
any, should either cultivate land at |
home or should let it on DBatac.

This latter forma iutroduces a sort of

hamooy end communily of matual
and

Coohdence

i the owerer
of a

interest

holding.

Lew will help ‘o
improve agricolture to a perceptible
scale, We want our agricuiture
show signs of wilality, and
ooward motion for general progrees.
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\'Iuduﬁlrill sevitude seems Lo be Lhe
we do nol come
forward to protect our country from
the downfall in onr industrial and
commercial lile. India 18
vew foot—hold s the ceniral sun
of the Amatic

This new
impor

beart and soul
makes India an

-
p ol

large |

" now; s0 I shali

Their speculations |

mauy cases
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gainiog &

dominions for Which
the European nations are compeling
position
couutry
where farther exploitation will be at

its bighest poiot for further advautiages

to the Bnmh palion. Buh-ﬂl “hﬁ
grealvess of India will not be of |
belp to muo ns to a htghel' level o 3 f+ ,
falal

In

curse. this

of the Bengal Provincial
thos observes: —

Conferencg

“ Notwithstanding recent pronouncas«
ments to the cootrary, we can hardly

chapge our opivion that the im-
portation of [creign capital is wnot
- an urmixed blessing. The word

““ exploitation " 1s in bad odour jusk
not nse it. Bus 1if
the rescurces of lodia are to be

developed by outside capital, what
part do we Iundians take in it !—=TlLat
of coolies? India may be made &
great commercial base—the whela
country from the Hiwmalayas to Capa

Comorin may be turned inside ouf
but bow will that bencfit ns exceps
as wage-carvers, Wo mey a8 woll ba
expected to jubilate over thLe
development of Soath Alriea by
means of indentured Indian coolies.
Europe Las cooly set apart for us the
portion of bLewers of wood and
drawers of water in the economy of
the world bLut even FEuropeans, 1
prosume, can sea that this can
Lardly setrve us for a national ideal. ™
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