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Mr. Prcsxdent and Gentlemen, ‘
- After the illuminating address by the President and
the great lawyer and jurist Mri- Ps R. Das,  there
hardly remains much for me to speak 'on the subject
which is-the objective of the meetmg 'of* to-day _The
degal ;and juristic side of the Sub]ecl: has been amp‘l-y
dealt with and it is said that it is ot a pOIIflCal body.
If by this expression: political body? is meant ‘that
it hag ne ohjective “to gain: political power 'or to Tun
+the Goverament - by’ winning elections for a paity,
I'shall agree to its :present. limited aim:" But if itbe
-meant that noshmg should be :said which' will reflect
gny. criticism of “the purpose -or policy ~of 2" Governs
" ment,-or warn’ the Governmént- or a dominant party
of the perils and dangers to the national cause by the
following of # particular " :policy or programine or the
~enactment of a: paruculaz: {aw. ~or "constitution, ‘then
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I am afraid I have no apology to offer for being poli—
tical in my, thoughts and expressmns For in_m
,opuugn. in a free ‘cou&my p_qhtlcsﬁ 1t§ sqmq,sf'lape
or degree cannot be divorced from any activity
of a social, economic or'cultural character whlch
aims at the betterment of the lot. of the ~peop1e,
much "~ less from ‘the activmes of an assoc1atxon
whose aim is to define’ and Jempbamse the rlghts of
“he individual -and “therefore of. the' ‘nation,.and - to
guard them against- all onslaughts from all quarters,
governmental or otherwise.” To my . ‘mind, the objec-
tive of this Umon or Conference will be lost if it were
to be confined to mere lawyers and ]unsts and if its
aims and ideals were not to permeate the masses for
whose protection and happmess itis designed. No-
doubt it is the duty "of all intellectuals to act as watch-
. dogs of the liberty of citizens. and to-draw:the atten-
tion both of the government, the party .in; power, as
well as of the public- to any , likelihood of -encroach-
ments on, the rights of citizens—those tights - which
they are fundamentally as the noblest.of God’s:creation
entitled to, not merely by the laws of : Man but "also
by the Laws of God and Nature,- -, ;<o oL
Trx his march towatds his ultimadte Destmy Mankind
has passed thr_ough many stages...” There bas been “the
age of the autocrat Pheroalis and-his toiling slaves who
built the pyramids, there has been "age of all-powerfuil
‘barons and, théir helpless.. serfs, ithere has been the
period of white settlers and-their; black. slaves ‘prospet.
ing on their-. farms. and-- ‘plantations; in:our country
.there has been ari age -when only :¢ertain - choseri: few
- were entitled te leatning and- Staté privilages. Humgh
‘history throughout the. ages ‘has- been a history s 6f
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sttuggle by.or on»:hehalf -of- the mytiads: against 1theé:
monopohstlc privilepes and preropatives-..of . the few:
It was throtgh -Religion and- religious téachers: who:
were:alsols lawgivers. (hat +the’ Rights -of ‘mano. were..
sought to be defined, emphasised and :operated. By
doctrines.of alb-réligions, -dutpcrats iand: tyrants -were «
sougnt -to:r+bé! subdued and' tamed/and were madé to*
recogniseithe rights jof :thein :sibjects and:slaves.:Reli-:’
gious-teachers.ahd:rleaders: .were.the earliesr warriors:
"in Man’sstruggle; against -tyranny and oppression.
But fear.of God and Betribution i;wete found tobe..
not.always strong, safeguards against injustice) cruelty s
and:the tyrants! lust-of power and greeds: Then:came -
civil struggles by. subjects againstikings, and: privileged:.
classes -for the. Rights of Man.! We::have seen howin
Europe afid -America;\citizeéns of countries, have fought .
their' way s through to; what is stermed : Civil, Liberty,
somg:,cauntries- by.evolution -andisome countries- by «
revolutiop. The Magna,Charta; _the Bill of Rights; the,
French . Revolution,thei, Russign Revolution:. -and. last- .
but ngt the least, the, struggle and; the ultimate -victory:.
- of the ]ndlal;l ‘National, Congress aze all landmarks- in
this: -age-long :struggle of ;Man for, his Jlnhe:t;nt and
fundamental; rights>—rights of; (freedom -and justice..
We, have -DOW reaqhei amagel human - evolutlo_n,
behef, freedom of gtgamsat;on ,,and assomauon, freep
don. from , violatiops, .of - person, and property have ,
been: - recogmge;_i as e&;entlal fundamental tights of

in Whlch, be lives is Entltlei to ﬁght agamst aLl ag-
gressors and opptessors, bul: aIso ;the ermre world is .

equgted_,to‘gak p; gtms in, defencef of such rlghts,
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whedever dnd in whatever: ' country xhese nghfﬁf b

in jeopardy. - Indeed omeof the avowed-aims of thes:
victois of the last war 'wes. to put laft end-td 6n= :l
croachments ot human’ righits in'Germany -and- Japan: -
and, Tthej- fought' to Victory mor mvercly. td releaderr.e
portions -of the duter world which: had beén tsubjugasoly
ted-by Germany-and Japan ; but' hlso 1o libérate thes=2
citizén§ of countries from 'the oppressions of theirownzsr
tulers One of the ‘main conditions' for:va lcountryui;
to be ‘allowed to. join-the ¥ N: Olds Afor' thiat ni
country’to recopnise thewe fuhdamental rightsoof dtgo-:
citizens-and to mdakeé declarations. thereto. - We argcn
happyto:mote that we havavommented our indepenf s
denit.existence by declaritig-our membershipg of the 1. . =
N. -O. with all its: brteridart ebligations and itmplicas s>
tions abdut “Human rights. - Therefore evén if there: i
were..no. clouds 'on: the “political horizon 'and whei?
coutitry wds fall placidly ‘#nd ekilmly mitchitip vowards -
democracy which it has ddopted for good ot tevil 23 its
political goal, there twas thé ‘need for o Civil Liberties |
Union-ror Confetedce in éversy parvof thié Coutitiy €67
awaken the 'midsses €0 Eohsdoubtess oF ¢heit owi -
rights 'which tliey heve td Exadt ‘froth théir democtatie:
Govetriiedt, ‘and 'to #aise their voick aghitist dry!
dereliction'by thieie dhosert 1eaders, There Wasalsoithe
need for siich @ Unién’br"Cﬁnference 'to ‘ake " ¢he.
people and- ‘thék Teadéfs Fealide tehickr e fponsibfhnes 0
to thie world by Which wedré hotivured iad respected

as ‘a etalne defiiocrady - willing fo disch&:@g& o«
obligatiﬁﬁ'sdbol& Hiiftdh Fighes, - - Ctor

Theré i néthmg o be shodked ot dfatined byanv
" party “oh ‘the -dtéarlon “bt Gtganisatich 'of this Civit -
 Libétties Unilidn. Ity attn 1y ‘consetuitivé; ot Héseities
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tivea Tamosure cheve is 210 sabotape, - or rebellion o
evenrevolution on its pregramme. . Wedo mot even i
intbnd 461 displace ang ity "~ in power provided ‘w
keeps correct.to the path -of freedom 1and ldemtmcy“
Wedb not imtend to :raise our woice 2o tnislead, o
cofifusebnd o ‘create aldrm or pa:mc- <WWe do- neow:
intend'to. organise rebellion -iagdinst.. chedtate: or to <
creatéchads: aod mhaichy, Our idim és to ses thet
our:Governrhent and our leaders are ‘not wmisled - by
hopest envor;.or by interdsted machimations. e deviate -
thelcountry “from ithe teuk: spath  of ~derhoocacy- “#nd>
humare fréedomunter the sdivection bf oliguratsy, ot
autotmcyrar eventtor some 'sort 20f Oriental Fascism,
Petvonally speaking, . Fwamt t0-.gdive. democracya fdit 7
tritd-ih this country s there dsinb vother practicable
altdrnative. tolits -Eosm dware chat -we lare: 2taking u:
lebp “in - the dark, 1and-'we sdo not. know where dhe
wastebn foim . 'of democracy with | its umeduchted adule
suffrage: iwill tead us to, inithis castexidden wountry of «
nuihersus datigiages. andrades.: Thete: aze honest sceps
tice'abont - the saccess 1of democraty “in This couniy”
(Mg, Mavlankar; the speakér, is:one): Buvallwhe sanre -
so :long as 'demozraty. i ' our: basic. constitation, -
and there #.mo- othier falternative “to 'it, tit should -;
be given-a-fair sridh ~And ¢hejessehce of «demecracy
is ~appesitiohs -lts role- s fo - -keep ,the patty. in ma-',
jority: in:.its, gogrert position. ‘a8 -the party in reharge .,
of . -tiationnl;,. interests -y its potent. weapen -of .
openrcriticismoand - publicity., : Remove. the qppesition
and you relegate the political -system, -of -onetparty;,
tule into a.potential oligarchy or. .a \group autocracy.
It.igno use Saying that an; ernng one—party’:ule-can .
rd:gglaced at the next, eleptxnn by the P-IF-CIOIS- . The
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party ~in powen without:> the :iencuimbrance:sof anv’
opposition:- sees; t6 it.-that. the . party. tule:. goes onuvs
Having removed and crushed:the opposition, Hitler 'and i
Mussolini. _always got the votes of, confidence :which:i
they wanted from thes papulace as a;reason for: thezw/
own capricions action. With :the opposition leaders allt.a
shot or.banished; have Stalin- ér: his party- ever: beeny.:i
changed -on :are.likely (to be'dethroned % Coming..:
nearer; home Chiang-kai shek alwdys: used to gethis- >
required votes till the mass of the p eéople:saw no way...
outof him and. lis foreign subsidised party "except by
rebellion and civil war.: ; Itis fair to. assume that those. .
who - woild. like."to »se=- all..oppositions crushedor. ;
stifled are not gennine believers in demboeracy. .One.of; ]
the aims of, this Civil sLibesties. Union - is-to see that::;
fair criticism-of - governmental:actions and—measpres is's
not bound by enactment of any.law-and na removal of .
opposition leaders to'’ kill: opposition is facilitated by
simply throwing them. intd prisons- ot concentration . :
camps under the authority of executive-bodies --whose.;;
very actions or policies. are.likely .to.be-challenged:..or,:
exposed by the.opposition., It is against-this power of.,
destruction of opposition. by the interested party-in-»
power that'the. Civil Liberties, Union stands, -5 Lo
¢:Our . attitude is helpful té the Government'-and:4
the state. .Democtacy- always reacts to’ 'and' is swayed +
by publici: opinions *We -aim- at-inculcating " this~.
constitutional habit in our Government and leaders, - >
This cannot be: attained by ’ crushlng opposition . .and .~
thirowing opponents into ]atl S end B3l we owry Lo

-1 am aware'of thé fact that not': -all “ apposicion! 07
the Govemment' is bonafide.” Theére are -sdbversﬂre =
elements’ prowling about * who--would strike” at- ‘the-
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nation and the state in the - delusive hope of bringing
about a new order of things. . Such elements -are out
to create disorder and anarchy often in the interests of
foreign powers. | am personally of opinion that to deal
with -them requires some éxtraordinary exercise. of
power by the Government. Personally I would not be
averse to arming the: Government with extraordinary
powers to deal with such.'traitors, . But T would like
to have a safeguard that:, these extraordinary powers
‘are not misused ‘ or abused to the .detriment of any
person or ‘organisation - who is.not an enemy of the
istate though he:may be . an opponent of the party in
power, - For such purposes to distinguish between
_a genuine and bonafide critic and political opponent of
a politically dominant party and a veritable traitor to
“the country and the state,. the court and not the Exe-
‘cutive «should ' be armed. 'with - the authority to sift
-and ' discriminate, - At some:stage all such persops
‘whose liberty of speech is “curtailed -should ‘have the
“¥ight’ to approach a court, fora declaratmn m]h1s fawur
and to secure “his release if he [is found to.be. not, a
traitor to-his eoum:ryr or the states ~That is:to say, it
is 'hot the’ opgorient. of the indi¥idual concerned who
should be made h1s ]udge for His detentiod but - a
neuttal outside; respe:ted body. like the High Court
which should:'be in: a-pesition: tc' wean out.traitors
‘and ptotcct mere polmcal cr1t1¢s or workefs inopposi-
“tion to. Gove ernment polxcy and programme - Why
,cannot our'. Government trust: , our ]udges in “this
.matter and thereby inspire confiderice _and-’ faith - “in
all' concerned’ "Re‘mEmbe‘r ol courts  ‘and judges
‘serve as a safety valve for the’ ‘Governmént and the
State. Without them, discontented and aggrieved groups
will have no - otler way open to them for Yedfess of



“their real or fancied wrongs excépt by _rebeltion’ and
revolution.. It is distressing to see that confidence: in
iouf’ courts is rnot--being shown; to.an dppreciable
'extent by the framers of the . present : political . policy
‘of the Governmant and more and more matters dve
becoming non-justiciable. .. oo Gl soons
.. To be trank there is ane more aspect of the present
political situation which fequires an . organisation to
.gerve  as a~ sentinel of - démocracy.. ..Looking back at
our history; one .will notice that popular. leaders. were
-seated or ;thrones:on the- support: of the ‘populace.
:Shivajt, Maharaja Ranjio Singh: dl] rose ta’ pewer and
.founded ¢ree stares and forthe time beipg the country
“rose to prosperity and gréatness! | But:isoon the hejra,
:thé officers, snd leaders: began to . scitamble for: power
-with the result that within,a: genetation ‘or two the
Mahratta Empire was torn.-inte shreds with so stdany
yuling chiefs all quarelling and the Sikb State disintégra-
~ted into'a number of petty chieftainships.. The zeasop
was obviously becausg the leaders thought not of the
‘country or state but of their ownrpower. In the' India of
‘to-day do we not fad trends; tiny and imiperceptible at
‘presenty.which imay- lead: xis -$o,-our bistaric doom?
“We have elected a party to govern ug on the syseem of
English parties. In; towns,and villages thar party is
“not. merely “seéking to* formulate “ policies for the
‘Govétnment which it would-be>their legitimate::fung-
:tion todo, butit. isactihg on a peculiag, theory hat
.any member of the party .should have control  pver
_Police and adminissrative officers in villages and should
‘have control ovit "sqbordinate ¢ourts " The Congress -
*President 1s banning “the’ party' from: taking pait in
-Civil Liberties Conference, Are these trends emingus?
_The pation must be on its guard, Jest; our. . precigys
freedom may be sharclived. ;. L T
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