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CHAPTER 61. 
An Act to consolidate 

government of Indin. 
enactments relnting to tbe .A.D. 1915. 

[2Hth July 1915.] 

]
.) E it enacted by the King's most Excellent :Majesty, by and 
) with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

'l'emporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authol'ity of the same, as follows :-

PAR'l' I. 

HoME GovERNMENT. 

Tlte Orou;n. 

1. The t~rritories for tbe time being vested in His J\:fajesty Go,·orumeut 

in India are governed l1y aud in the name of His Majesty 0

1
tlnc?i• by 

· E f I d' d 11 · 1 1 · h · t 
10 

rowu. the Kmg, • mperor o n ta, an a rtg 1ts w uc , If the 
Government of India Act, 1858, had not been passed, might 
have been exercised hy the East India. Company iu relation to 
any territories, may he exct·cised by and in the name of His 
Majesty as rights incidental to the government of India. 

Tlte Secretm·y of Slate. 

2.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Secretary The Sccre· 

Qf State has and performs all such or the .like powers and t~ry of 

l t 
. l:itute. 

duties relating to t 1e governmen or revenues of Indm, 
and has all such or the like powers orer all officers appointed 
or continued under this Act, as, if the Government of India :l1 &22Vict., 

Act, 18li8, had not been passed, might or should have been c. 106. 

exercised or performed by the East India Com puny, or by the 
Court of Directors or Court of Proprietors of that Company, 
either alone or by the direction or with the sanction or 
approbation of the Commissioners fot' the Affairs of India, in 

1 
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· •• D. 1916. relation to that government or those revenues and the officers 
and servants of that Company, and also all such powers as might 
have been exercised by the said Commissioners alone. 

'l'hc Council 
of Iudiu. 

(2) In particular, the Secretary.of State may, subject to the 
provisions of this Act, superintend, direct and control all acts, 
operations and concerns which relate to the government or 
revenues of India, and all grants of sahnies, gratuities and 
allowances, and all other payments and charges, out of or on 
the revenues of India. 

(3) '!.'here shall be paid out of the revenues of India to the 
S11cretary of State and to his under secretaries respectively the 
like yearly salaries as may for the time being be paid to any 
othet• Secretary of Slate nnd his under secretaries respectively. 

Tl.e Council of India. 

3.-(1) 'l'he Council of India shall consist of such 
number of members, not less than ten and not more than 
fourteen, as the Secretary of State may determine. 

(2) 'l'he right of filling any vacancy in the council shall be 
vested in the Secretary of State. 

(3) Unless at the time of an appointment to fill a. vacancy 
in the council nine of the then existing members of the 
council are parsons who have served or resided in Btitish 
India for at least ten years, and have not last left British 
India more than five years before the date of theit· appointment, 
the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be so qualified. 

(4.) .Every member of the council shall hold office, except 
as by this section provided, for a term of seven years. 

( 5) 'l'he Secretary of State may, for special reasons of 
public advantage, re-appoint for a further term of five years 
any member of the council whose term of office has expired. In 
any such case the reasons for the re-appointment shall be set 
forth in a minute signed by the Secretary of State and laid 
before both Houses of l,>arliament. Save as aforesaid, a member 
of the council shall not be capable of re-appointment. 

(6) Any member of the council may, by w1·iting signed by 
him, resign his office. 'l.'he instrument of resignation shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the council. 

(7) Any member of the council may be removed by His 
Majesty from his office on an address of both Houses of 
Pari..W.ment. 

·2 
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(8) 'rhere shall he paid to each member of the council ·A.D. 191~ 
out of the revenues of India the annual salary of one 
thousand pounds. 

4. No member of the Council of India shall be capable of Sent In council 
• dillltllnliflcatlun 

Sitting or voting in Parliament. lor I'MHomeut. 

5. The Council of India shall, under the direction of the Dutic• of 

Secretary of State, and subject to the provisions of this Act, council. 

conduct the business transacted in the United Kingdom in 
relation · to the government of India and the correspondence 
with India; but every order or communication sent to India, 
and every order made in the United Kingdom in relation to 
the government of India under this Act, shall be signed hy 
the Secretary of State. 

6.-(1) .All powers required to be exercised by the Secre- Powers of 

tary of State in Council, and all powers of the Council . of council. 

India, shall be exercised at. meetings of the council at which 
not less than five members are present. 

(2) The council may act notwithstanding any vacancy in 
their number. 

7.-(1) The Secretary of State shall be the president of Prcoident 

the Council of India, with power to vote. ;;:,;~i;,~; of 

(2) '!'he Secretary of State in Council may appoint any couucil. 

member of the council to be vice-president thereof, and the 
Secretary of State may at any time remove any person so 
appointed. 

(3) At eveq meeting of the council the Secretary of State, 
or, in. his absence, the vice-president, if present, or, in the 
absence of both of them, one of the members of the council, 

' chosen by the members present at the meeting, shall preside. 

8. Meetings of the Council of India shall be convened and lleeti!'g• of 

held as and when the Stlcretary of State directs, but one such couuctl. 

meeting at least shall be held in every week. 

9.-(1) At any meeting of the. Council of India. at which l'roced~re 
the Secretary of State is . present, if there is a difference of at meetmgo. 

opinion on any question, except a question with respect to 
which a majority of votes at a meeting is by this Act declared 
to be necessary, the determination of the Secretary of State shall 
be final. · 

8 



[Cn. 61.] G011ernment of India Act, 1915. [5 & 6 GEo. 5.) 

A.D. 1916. (2) In case of an equality of votes at any meeting of the 
council, the person presiding at the meeti.ng shall have a' 
second or ca.~ting vote. 

(3) All acts done at a meeting of the council in the 
absence of the Secretary of State ghall require the approval in 
writing of the Secretary of State. 

(4) In case of difference of opinion on any question decided 
at a meeting of the council, the Secretary of State may require 
that his opinion and the reasons for it be entered in the minutes 
of the proeee<lings, ancl any member of the council, who has 
been present at the meeting, may require that his opinion, and 
any 1·easons for it that he has stated at the meeting, be also 
entered in like manner. 

Committees 10. The Secretary of State may constitute committees of 
of couuoil. the Council of India for the more convenient transaction of 

business, and direct what departments of business are to be 
under those committees respectively, o.nd generally direct the 
manner in which all business of the council or committees 
thereof is to be transacted. 

SuhmihHiou 
of (JI'OIJOKUll 

onlort1 lUul 
couunnuicn· 
liun11 tn 
connell. 

Orders a11d Oommunicatioll8. 

11.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act; every order 
or communication proposed to be sent to India, and every 
order proposed to· be made in the United Kingdom by the 
Secretary of State unde1• this Act, shall, unless it has been 
submitted to a meeting of the Council of India, be deposited in 
the council room for the perusal of all members of the counc:il 
during seven days before the sending o1· making thereof. 

(2) .Any member of the council may record, in a 'minute 
book kept fo1• that purpose, his opinion with respect to any 
such order or communication, and a copy of every opinion so 
recorded shall be sent forthwith to the Secretary of State. 

(3) If a majority of the council so rAcord their opinions 
against any act proposed to be done, the Secretary of State 
shall, unless he defers to the opinion of the majority, record 
his reasons for acting in opposition thereto. 

Ex<•cptiou"" 12.-(1) Where it appears to the Secretary of State that the 
tocusogof d t h h · k espa c of any communication or t e rna ·ing of any order, urgency. 

not being o.n order for which a majority of votes at a meeting 
of the Council of India is by this Act declared to be necessary, 
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is urgently required, the communication may be sent or order A.D. 1915. 

made, although it has not been submitted to a meeting of the 
council or deposited for the pernsro.l of the members of the 
council. 

(2) In any such case the Secretary of State shall, except 
ns by this Act provided, record tl1e urgent reasons for sending 
the communication or making the order, and give notice thereof 
to every member of the council. 

13.-(1) Wl1ere an 01;der concerns the levying of war or Exception ns 

the making of. peace, or the treating or negotiating with any ~~~emt 
1 . -~-prmce or state, or the policy to be observed with respect to dc<pntehe•. 

any prince or state, and is not an order for which a majority 
of votes at a meeting of the Council of Inrlia is by this Act 
declared to be necessary, and is an order which, in the opinion 
of the Secretary of State, is of a natme to require secrecy, 
the Secretary of State may send the order to the Governor-
General in Council or to any Governor in. Council or officer 
or servant in India without having submitted the order to 
a meeting of the council or deposited it for the perusal of the 
members of the council, and without recording or giving 
notice of the reasons for making the order. 

(2) Where any despatch to the Secretary of State from the 
Governor-General in Council or a Governor in Council concerns 
the government of India or of any part thereof, or the levying 
of war, or the making of peace, or negotiations or treaties with 
any prince or state, and is, in the opinion of the authority 
sending it, of a nature to require secrecy, it may be marked 
" Secret " l>y that authority ; and a despatch so marked shall 
not be communicated to the members of the Council of India 
unless the "Secretary of State so directs. 

14. Every despatch to the United Kingdom from the Addre" or 
Governor-General in Council or a Governor in Council shall be t;::~·~~,1.)1~. 
addressed to the Secretary of Stnte. 

· 15. When any order i~ sent to India directing the actual Commnnien-

f h tilit. b H" M • t • f · I di lion to l'nr-commencement o os 1es y IS aJes y s orces m n a, linment "' 10 
the .fact of the order having been sent shall, unless the order or.lcrs for 

has in the meantime been revoked or suspended, be com- com?J.•~•cing 
• ho!i:tdlltm~. 

munieatcd to both Houses of Parliament witlun three montl1s 
after the sending of the order, or, if Parliament is not sitting 
at the expiration of those three months, then within one month 
after the ·next meeting of Parliament. 

5 
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16. It is the duty of the Governor-General in Council to 
tntnsmit. to the Secretary of State constantly and diligently an 
exact particular of all advices or intelligence, and of all trans
actions and matters, coming to the knowledge of the Governor
General in Council and relating to the government, commerce, 
revenues or affairs of India. 

EstablisMnent of Secretary of State. 

17.-(1) No addition may be made to the establishment of 
the Secretary of State in Council, nor to the salaries of the 
person~ on that establishment, except by an Order of Hi.~ 
1\fajesty in Council, to be laid before both Houses of Parliament 
within fom•teen days after the making. thereof, or, if Parliament 
is not then sitting, then within fourteen days after tlie next 
meeting of Parliament. 

(2) 'fhe rules made by His Majesty for examinations, 
certificates, probation or other tests of fitness, in relation to 
appointmentH to junior situations in the civil service, shall apply 
to such appointments on the said establishment. 

(3) The Secretary of State in Council may, subject to the 
foregoing provisions of this section, make all appointments to 
and promotions in the said establishment, and may remove· any 
officer or servant belonging to the establishment. 

18. His Majesty may, by warrant under the Royal Sign 
Manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
grant to any secretary, officer or servant appointed on the 
establishment of the Secretary of State in Council, such com
pensation, superannuation or retiring allowance, or to his legal 
personal representative such gratuity, as may resp~ctively be 
granted to persons on the establishment of a Secretary of 
State, or to the personal representatives of such persons, under 
the laws for the time being in force concerning superannuations 
and other allowances to persons having held civil offices in 
the public service or to personal repre.qentatives of such persons. 

Indian Appointnumts. 

19. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, all powers 
of making rules in relation to appointments and admissions 
to service and other matters connectP.d tllerewith, 1\lld of altering 
or revoking such rules, which, if the Government of India 
Act, 1858, had not been passed, might have been exercised by 

(l 
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the Court of Directors of the East India Company or the A.D. 1915. 

Commissioners for the Affairs of India, may be exercised by the 
Secretary of State in Council : 

Provided that in the appointment of officers to His Majesty's 
army the same provision as heretofore, or equal provision, shall 
be made for the appointment of sons of persons who have served 
in India in the military or civil service of the Crown or of 
the East India Company. 

PART II. 

THE REVENUES OP INDIA. 

20.-(1) The revenues of India shall be received for and Application 

in the name of His Majesty, and shall, subject to the provisions of rc..,nuc•. 
of ·this Act, be applied for the purposes of the government of 
India alone. 

(2) There shall be charged on the revenues of India 
alone--

(a) all the debts of the East India Company ; and 

(b) all sums of !Jloney, costs, charges and expenses which, 
if the Government of India Act, 1858, bad not been 
passed, would have been payable by the East India 
Company out of the revenues of India in respect of 
any treaties, covenants, contracts, grants or liabilities 
existing at the commencement of that Act ; and 

. . 
(c) all expenses, debts nnd liabilities lawfully contracted 

and incurred on account of the government of 
India; and 

(d) all payments under this Act. 

(3) The expression "the revenues of India" in this Act shall 
include 8Jl the territorial and other revenues of or arising in 
British India, and, in particular,-

(i) all tributes and other payments in respect of any 
territories which would have been receivable by or 
in the name of the East India Company if the 
Government of India Act, 1858, bad not been 
·passed ; ~nd 

(ii) all fines arid penalties incurred by the sentence or 
order of any court of justice in British India, and 
all forfeitures for crimes of any movable or im-
movable "property in British India; and 

7 
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(iii) all movahle or immovable property in British India 
escheating or lapsing for want of an heir or successor, , 
and nil property in British India devolving as bona 
vacantia for want of a rightful owner. 

( 4) All property vested in, or ari~ing or accruing from 
property or rights vested in, His :Majesty under the Government 
of lndin Act, 1858, or this Act, or to be received or disposed 
of by the Secretary of State in Council under this Act, shall 
he npplicd in aid of the revenues of India. 

Control of 2 I. The expenditure of the revenues of India, both in 
~cU~d;;~,·or British India aml elsewhere, shall be subject to the control of 
oxponditnro tho Secretary of Sbth.' in Council; and no grant or appropriation 
o! •·ov•nno•. of any part of those revenues, or of any other property coming 

Applicnlion 
uf rovonuos 
to militnry 
llJIOrntionA 
hoyond tho 
frontier. 

Acl.'oUnl.N of 
Sct'rutnry 
nf Stnto 
with Bnnk. 

into the possession of tho Secretary of State in Council by virtue 
of the Government of India Act, 1858, or this Act, shall be made 
without the concurrence of a majority of votes at a meeting of 
the Council of India. 

22. Except for preventing or repelling actual invasion of 
His llfajesty's Indian possessions, or under other sudden and 
urgent necessity, the revenues of India shall not, without the 
consent of both Houses of Parliament, be applicable to defraying 
the expenses of any militnry opernt.ion carried on beyond the 
external frontiers of those possessions by His Majesty's forces 
charged upon those revenues. 

23.-(1) Such parts of the revenues of India as are remitted 
to the United Kingdom, and all money arising or accruing 
in the United Kingdom from any property or· rights vested in 
His llfajesty for the purposes of the government of India, or from 
the srtle or disposrtl thereof, shall be paid to the Secretary of State 
in Council, to be applied for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) All such revenues and money shall, except as by this , 
section is provided, be paid into the Bank of England to the 
credit of an nccotmt entitled "The Account of the Secretary 
of State in Council of India." 

(ll) 'l'he money placed to the credit of that account shall 
he paid out on drafts or orders, either signed by two members 
of the Council of India and countersigned by the Secretary 
of Stute or one of his under secretaries or his assistant under 
secretury, or signed by the accountant-general on the establish
ment of the Secretary of Stute in Council or by one of the two 
senior clerks iu the department of that accountant-general and 
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countersigned in such manner as the Secretary of State in Council A.D. 1915. 

directs; and any draft.or oc·<ler so signed and countersigned shall 
effectually discharge the llank of England for all money paid 
thereon. 

(4) The Secretary of State in Council may, for the payment 
of current demands, keep at the Bank of England such accounts 
as he deems expedient; and every such account shall be kept 
in such name and he drawn upon by such person, and in such 
manner, as the Secretary of State in Council directs. 

(5) There shall be raised in the books of the Bank of 
England such accounts as may be necessary in respect of stock 
vested in the Secretary of State in Council; and every such 
account shall be entitled "The Stock Account of the Secretary 
of State in Council of India." 

( 6) Every account referred to in this section shall be a 
public account. 

24. The Secretary of State in Council, by power of attorney Powers of 

executed by two members of tlie Council of India and counter- •1~"'0Y for 

signed by the Secretary of State or one of his under secretaries ~~;.~~sc of 

or his assistant under secretary, may authorise all or any of stoc~ und
1 · • reco1pt o 

the cashiers of the Bank of England- dividendo. 

(a) to sell. and transfer all or any part of any stock stand-
ing in the books of the Bank to the account of the 
Secretary of State in Council ; and 

(b) to purchase and accept stock for any such account; 
and 

(c) to receive dividends on any stock standing to any such 
account; 

and, by any writing signed by two members of the Council of 
India and countersigned as aforesaid, may direct the application 
of the money to be received in respect of any such sale or 
dividend: 

Provided that stock shall not be purchased or sold and 
transferred under the authority of any such general power of 
attorney, except on an order in writing directed to the chief 
cashier and ehief accountant of the Bank of England, and 
signed and countersigned as aforesaid. 

25. All securities held by or lodged with the Bank of Promio!' .•• 
. behalf f th s ·o- to SOCU1'IIIOI • . Engl!md m trust for or on account or on o. e ecre ..... J 

B 9 



A.IJ, 1915. 

Accounts 
to bo 1m· 
nunlly Juid 
hororo l)nr· 
lintnout, 

[Cu. 61.] Government of India .del, 1915. [5 & 6 GEo. 5.] 

of State in Council may be disposed of, and the proceeds thereof 
may be applied, as may be authorised by order in writing 
signed by two members of the Council of India and counter
signed by the Secretary of State or one of his under 
secretaries or his as.~istant under secretary, and directed to 
the chief cashier and chief accountant of the Dank of England. 

26.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council shall, within. 
the first fourteen days during which Parliament is sitting next 
after the first clay or May in every year, lay before bot.h Houses 
of Parliament-

(a) an account, for the financial year preceding that last 
completed, of the annual produce of the revenues of 
India, distinguishing the same under the respective 
heads thereof, in each of the severul provinces ; and 
of all the annual receipts and disbursements at home 
and abroad for the purposes of the government of 
India, distinguishing the same under the respective 
heads thereof ; 

(b) the latest estimate of the same for the financial year 
last completed ; 

(c) accounts of all stocks, loans, debts and liabilities charge
able on the revenues of India, at home and abroad, 
at the commencement and close of the financial year 
preceding that last rompleted, the loans, debts and 
liabilities raised or incur1·ed within that year, the 
amounts paid off or discharged dw·ing that year, 
the rates of interest borne by those loans, debts 
and liabilities respectively, and the annual amount 
of that interest ; 

(d) an account of the state of the ·effects and credits. 
in each province, and in England or elsewhere, 
applicable to the purposes of the government of India, 
according to the latest advices which have been 
received thereof ; and 

(e) a list of the osutb!ishment of the Secretsry of State in 
Council, and the salaries and allowances payable in 
respect thereof. 

(2) If any new or increased salary or pension of fifty 
pounds a year or upwards has been granted or created within 
any year in respect of tho said establishment, the particulars 
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thereof sliall he speciRlly stated and explained at the foot of A.D. 191:;. 
the account for that year. 

(3) The account shall be accompanied by a statement, 
prepared from detailed reports from each province, in such 
form as best exhibits the moral and material progress and 
condition of India. 

27.-(1) His Majesty may, by warrant under His Royal Audit of 

Sign Manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Indinn ~c· 
counts m 

appoint a. fit person to be auditor of the accounts of the United KinJ: 

Secretary of State in Council, and authorise that auditor to dom. 

appoint and remove such assistants as may be specified in the 
waiTant. 

(2) The auditor shall examine and audit the accounts of 
the receipt, expenditure and disposal in the United Kingdom of 
all money, stores and property applicable for the pm-poses of 
this Act. 

(3) The Secretary of State in Council shall, by the officers 
and servants of his establishment, produce anrl lay before the 
auditor all such accounts, aceompanied by proper vouchers for 
their support, and submit to his inspelltion all books, papers nnd 
writings having relation thereto. 

(4) The auditor may examine all such officers and servants 
of that establishment, being in the United Kingdom, as he 
thinks fit, in relation to such accounts and the receipt, expen· 
diture or disposal of such money, stores and property, and may 
for that purpose, by writing signed by him, summon before 
him any such officer or servant. · 

(5) The auditor shall report to the Secretary of State in . 
Council his approval or disapproval of the accounts aforesaid, 
with such remarks and observations in relation thereto as he 
thinks fit, specially noting cases (if any) in which it appears to 
him that any money arising out of the revenues of India has 
been arpproprinted to purposes other than thos~ to which they 
are applicable. 

(6) The auditor shall specify in detail in his reports all 
sums of money, stores and property which ought to he 
accounted for, and are not brought into account, or have not 
heen appropriated in conformity with the provisions of the law, or 
which have been expended or disposed of. without due authority, 
and shall also specify any defects, inaccuracies or iiTegularities 
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A.D. 1915. which may appear in the aocounts, or in the authorities, vouchf:lrs 
or documents having relaLiun thereto. 

(7) 'l.'he auditor shall lay all his reports before both 
Houses of Parliament, with the accounts of the year to which 
the reports relate. 

(8) The auditor shall hold office during good behaviour. 

(0) There shall be paid to the auditor and his assistants, 
out of the revenues of India, such salaries as His Majesty, by 
warrant signed and countersigned as aforesaid, may direct. 

(10) 'fhe auditor and his assistants (notwithstanding that 
some of thoJm do not hold certificates from the Civil Service 
Commissioners) shall, for the purposes of superannuation 
allowance, be in the same position as if they were on the 
establishment of the SecrAtary of State in Council. 

PAR'!' III. 
PROPEltl'Y, CON'l'RACTS AND LIAlliLPl'IES. 

l'owor uf 28.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may, with the 
~~~~;•;;? of concurrence of a majority of votes at a meeting of the' Council 
•oil, anot·t· of India, sell and dispose of any real Ot' personal estate for the 
gngotmd buy time being vested in His Majesty for the purposes of the 
proptwty. , . 

Couln\cLts of 
Socrotary of 
Stato. 

government of IndJU, anu raiSe money on any such real estate 
by way of mortgage, and make tlie proper assurances ~any 
of those purposes, and purchase and acquire any property. 

(2) AJJ.y assurance relating to real estate, made by the 
authority of the Sect•etary of State in Council, may be made 
under the hands and seals of three members of the Gouncil 
uf India. 

(3) All property acquired in pursuance of this section 
shall vest in His Majesty for the purposes of the government 

·of India. 

29.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may, with the 
concurrence of a majority of votes at a meet.ing of the Council 
of India, make any contract fm• the purposes of this Act. 

(2) AJJ.y contract so made may be expressed to be made by 
the Secretary of State in Council. 

(3) Any contract so made which, if it were made between 
private persons, would. be by law required to be under seal, 
may be made, vru·ied or discharged under the hands and seals 
of two members of the Council of India. 

12 
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(4.) Any contract so made which, if it were made between A.D. 1915. 
private persons, would be by law required to be signed by the 
party to be charged therewith, may be made, varied or dis-
charged under the hands of two members of the Council of 
India. 

(5) Provided that any contract for or relating to the 
manufacture, sale, purchase or supply of goods, or for or relating · 
to affreightment or the carriage of goods, or to insurance, may, 
subject to such rules and restrictions as the Secretary of State 
in Council prescribes, be made and signed on behalf of the 

. Secretary of State in Council by any person upon the permanent 
establi~hl!lent of the Secretary of State in Council who is duly 
empowered by the Secretary of State in Council in this behalf. 
Contracts so made and signed shall be as valid and effectual 
a.q if -made as prescribed by the foregoing provisions of this 
section. Particulars of all contracts so made and signed shall 
be laid before the Secretary of State in Council in such manner 
and form and within such times as the Secretary of State in 
Council prescribes. 

(6) The benefit and liability of every contract made in 
pursuance of this section shall pass to the Secretary of State 
in Council for the time being. 

30.-(1)" The Governor-General in Council and any local Power to 
Government may', on behalf and in the name of the Secretary exccuto 

. c il. d b" t t h . . t . t" •••urnnce•, of State m ounc , an su JeC o sue proVISions or res nc tons &c., in India. 
as the Secretary of State in Council, with the concurrence of 
a majority of votes at a meeting of the Council of India, 
prescribes, sell and dispose of any real or personal estate whatso-
ever in British India, within the limits of their respective govern-
ments, for the time being vested in His Majesty for the purposes 
of the government of India, or raise money on any such real 
estate by way of mortgage, and make proper assurances for any 
of those purposes, and purchase or acquire any property in. 
British India within the said respective limits, and make any 
contract for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) ·Every assurance and contract made for the purposes of 
this section shall be executed by such person and in such 

·manner as the Governor-General in Council by resolution directs 
or authorises, and if so executed may be enforced by or against 
the Secretary of State in Council for the time being. 
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A.D. 191.5. (3) All property acquired in pursuance of this section shall 
vest in His Majesty for the purposes of the government of 
India. 

l'uw"' tu 31. 'l'he Governor-General in Council, and any other 
di•I

1
""0 n

1
r per11011 authorised hy any Act passed in that behalf hy the 

0 
IC IORIO< G 1 . Le . 1 t' c '1 k p ·opcrty, &r, Governor- en era m giS a 1ve ounm , may rna e any grant 

UighiM nud 
liullilit imt o[ 
t-;ccz·otury o! 
8tuto In 
Couucil, 

noncrnl 
power~ null 
duties of 

or disposition of any property in British India accruing to 
His :Majesty hy forfeiture, escheat or lapse, or by devolution as 
bona vacantia, to or in favour of any relative or connection of 
the person from whqm the property has accrued, or to or in 
favour of any other person. 

32.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may sue and 
lm sued by the name of the Secretary of State in Council, as 
a body corporate. 

(2) Every person shall have the same rl'medies against the 
Seoratary of State in Council as he might have had against 
the East India Company if the Government of India Act, 1858, 
and this Act had not been passed. 

(3) The property for the time being vested in His Majesty 
for the purposes of the government of Indit~ shall he liable 
to the same judgments and executions as it would have been 
liable to in respect of liabilities lawfully • incurred by the East 
India Company if the Government of India Act, 1858, and this 
Act had not been passed. 

(4) Neither the Secretary of State nor any member of the 
Council of India shall lle personally liable in respect of any 

·assurance or contmct made by or on behalf of the Secretary 
of Su1te in Council, or any other liability incurred by the 
Secretary of State or the Secretary of State in Council in his 
or their official capacity, nor in respect of any contract, covenant 
OI' engagement of the East India Company; nor shall any person 
executing any assurnnce or contract on behalf of the Secretary 
of State in Council be personally liable in respect thereof; but 
all such liabilities, ancl all costs and damages in respect thereof, 
shall be borne by the revenues of India. 

PART IV . 
. TnE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN CoUNCIL. 

General Potoers aud JJuties of Govf!1•twr-Geneml in Oou.wil. 

33. The superintendence, direction and control of the civil 
and military government of India is vested in . the Governor-

1·:1. 
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General in Council, who is required to pay due obedience to all A.D. 1915. 

such orders n.• he may recei¥e from the Secretary of State. Governor-
General in 
Couneil. 

Tile Governor- General. 

34. The Governor-General of India is appointed 
Majesty by warrant under the Royal Sign ~Ianual. 

by His Tho 

Tile Go~ernor-General's E:cecnti"e Oo11ncil. 

go\·ernora 
gencml, 

35. The governor-general's executive council consi.~ts of Conotitutiou 

the ordinary members and the extraordinary members (if any} ;:!:~i::'or-
thereof. executive 

council. 
36.-(1) The ordinary members of the governor-general's Ordinary 

executive council shall be appointed by His ~Iajesty by warrant mcmh?1~'~~ of 

d 1 S
• COIIDCI • 

un er the Roya 1gn :Manual. . 

(2) The number of the ordinary members of the council 
shall be five, or, if His Majesty thinks fit to appoint a sixth 
member, six. 

(3} Three at least of them must be persons who at the 
time of their appointment ha¥e been for at least ten years in 

. the service of the Crown in India, and one must be a barrister 
of England or Ireland, or a member of the Faculty of Advo
cates of Scotland, of not less than five years' standing. 

(4} If any person appointed an ordinary member of the 
council is at the time of his appointment in the military 
Rervice of the Crown, he shall not, during his continuance in 
office as such member, hold any military command or be employed 
in actual military duties. 

37 .-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may, if he Extra

thinks fit, appo~t the commander-in-chief for the time being :::~~ 
of His :Majesty's forces in India to be an extraordinary of council. 
member of the governor-general's executive council, and in 
that case the commander-in-chief shall, subject to the provisions 
of this Act, have rank and precP.dence in the council next after 
the governor-general. 

(2) When and so long as the council assembles in any 
province having a governor, he shall be an extraordinary member 
of the council. 

38. The governor-general shall appoint a 
executi¥e council to be vice-president thereof. 

B4 

mem her of his Vlcc-pretridcot 
of connelL 

15 



A,J), 1915. 

Mccting11, 

llm•inoRM of 
Governor· 
Gcncrnl In 
Connuil, 

l)rocc<lnro 
in onso of 
difforonco of 
opinion, 

[en. 61.] · Government of India Act, 1915. (5 & 6 GEo:5.J 

39.-(1) 'l'he governor-general's executive council shall 
nssem ble at such places in India as the Governor-General in 
Council appoints. 

(2) At any meeting of the .council the governor-general or 
other person presiding and one ordinary member of the council 
may exercise all the functions of the Governor-General in Council. 

40.-(1) All orders and other proceedings of the Governor
General in Council shall be expressed to be made by the Governor
General in Council, and shall be signed by a secretary to the 
Government of India, or otherwise, ns the Governor-General in 
Council may direct. 

(2) The governor-general may make rules and orders for 
the more convenient transaction of business in llis executive 
council, and every order marie, or act done, in accordance with 
such rules and orders, shall be treated as being the order or the 
act of the Governor-General in Council. 

41.-(1) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought before a meeting of the governor-general's executive 
council, the Governor-General in Council shall be bound by the 
opinion and decision of the majority of those present, and, if. 
they are equally divided, the governor-general or other person 
presiding shall have a second or casting vote. 

(2) Provided that ";henever any measure is. proposP.d before 
the Governor-General in. Council whe~eby the safety, tranquillity 
Ol' interests of British India, or of any part thereof, are ormay 
be, in the judgment of the governor-general, essentially affected, 
and he is of opinion either that the measure· proposed ought 
to be adopted and catTied into execution, or that it ought to 
be suspendecl 01' rejected, and the majority present at a meeting 
of the council dissent from that opinion, the governor-general 
may, on his own authority and responsibility, adopt, suspend 
or reject the measure, in whole or in part. 

(8) In every such case any two members of the dissentient 
majority may require that the adoption, suspension or rejection 
of the measure, and the fact of their dissent, be reported to 
the Secretary· of State, and t.he report shall be accompanied by 
copies of any minutes which the members of the council have 
recorded on the subject. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall empower the governor
general to do anything which he could not lawfully have done 
with the concurrence of his council. 
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42. If the governor-general is obliged to absent himself from A.D. 1915. 

any meeting of the council, by indi•position or any other cause, l'ro•i•ioo for 
and signifies his intended absence to the council, the vice- ob•onco of 

"d t if h • 1. t h • d" gO\"CMlO!"-presl en , or, e IS ausen , t e semor or mary member general from 

present at the meeting, shall preside theren.t, with tho like meetiugo of 

powers as the governor-general would have boo if present: council. 

Provided that if the governor-general is at the time resident 
at the place where the meeting is assembled, and is not pre
vented by indi.•po•ition from signing any act of council mnde 
at the meeting, the act shall require his signature; but, if he 
declines or refuses to sign it, the like provisions shall have elfect 
as· in cases where the governor-general, when present, dissents 
from the majority at a meeting of the council. 

43.--(1) Whenever the Governor-General in Council declares Pownra of 
that it is expedient that the governor-general should visit any govorn1•~· 

f I d. "d.,_ 1. . I b gonerom part o n rn unaccompame uy ItS executive counci , t e ob•onco from 

Governor-General in Council may, by order, authorize the council. 

governor-general alone to exercise, in his discretion, all or any 
of the powers which might be exercised by the Governor-
General in Council at meetings of the council. 

(2) The governor-general during absence from his execu
tive council may, if he thinks it necessary, issue, on his own 
authority and responsibility, any order, which might have been 
issued by the Governor-General in Council, to any local Govern
ment, or to any officers or servants of the Crown acting under 
the authority of any local Government without previously 
communicating the order to the local Government; and any 
such order shall have ·the same force as if made by the 
Governor-General in Council; but a copy of the order shall be 
sent forthwith to the Secretary of State and to the local 
Government, with the reasons for making the order. 

(3) The Secretary of State in Council Illay, by order, su•pend 
until further order all or any of the powers of the governor
general under the last foregoing subsection; and those powers 
shall accordingly be suspended as from the time of the receipt 
by the governor-general of the order of the Secretary of State 
in Council. 

War and Treaties; 

44.-(1) The Governor-General in Council may not, without Rcotrictioo 

the express order of the Secretary of State in Council, in any ~.~~::;~~-·f 
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case (except where hostilitie.~ have been a<"tually commenced, or 
preparation.~ for the commencement of IJOstilities have been 
actually made against the British . Government in India or 
against any prince or state dependent thereon, or against any 
prince or state wlwse territories His Majesty is hound by any 
subsisting treaty to defend or guarantee), either declare war or 
commence hostilities or enter into any treaty for making war 
against any prince or state in India, or enter into any treaty 
for guaranteeing the possessions of any such prince or state. 

(2) In any such excepted case the Governor-General in 
Council may not declare war, or commence hostilities, or enter 
into any treat.y for making war, against any other prince or 
state Uum such as is actually committing hostilities or making 
preparations as aforesaid, and may not make any treaty for 
guaranteeing the possessions of any prince or state except on 
the consideration of that prince or state actually engaging to 
assist His Majesty against such hostilities commAn<ied or pre
parations made as aforesaid .. 

(3) Wlwn the Governor-General in Council commences any 
hostilities or makes any treaty, he shall forthwith communicate 
the same, with the reasons therefor, to the Secretary of State. 

PAR'l' V. 

LocAL GovERNYEN'l'S • 

Gelle'ral. 

45.-(1) Every local Government shall obey the orders 
of the Govomor-General in Council, and keep him constantly 
and diligently informed of its proceedings and of all matters 
which ought, in its opinion, to be reported to him, or as 
to which he requires information, and is under his superin
tendence, direction aml control in all matters relating to the 
government of its province. 

(2) No local Government may make or issue any order 
for commencing hostilities or levying war, or negotiate or 
conclude any treat.y of pence or other treaty with any Indian 
prince or state (except in cases of sudden emergency or imminent . 
dangor when it appears dangerous to postpone such hostilities or 
treaty), unless iu pursuance of express orders from the Governor
General in Council or from the Secretary of State; and every 
such treaty shall, if possible, contain a clause subjecting the 
same to the ratificnt.ion or rejection of the Governor-General in 
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Council. If any governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commis- A.IJ. 1915. 

sioner, or any member of a governor's or lieutenrmt-governor's 
executive council, wilfully disobeys any order received from 
the Governor-General in Council under this subsection, he may 
be suspended or removed and sent to England by the Governor-
General in Council, and &hall be subject to such further paili.s 
and penalties as are provided by law in that behalf. 

(3) The authority of a local Government is not superlleded 
by the presence in its province of the governor-general 

Governorships. 

46.-(1) The presidencies of Fort William in Bengal, Fort Gomn

St. George and Bombay are, su~ject to ~he provisions _of t?is ~:::~:~r 
Act, governed by the Governors m Council of those pres1denmes Mn<lm. nml 

respectively, and the two former presidencies are in this Act Domhoy. 

referred to as the presidencies of Bengal and of Madras. 

(2) The Governors of Bengal, :M:adras and Bombay are 
appointed by His Majesty by warrant under the Royal Sign 
1\funual. · 

(3) The Secretary of State may, if he thinks fit, by order, 
revoke or suspend, for such period as he may direct, the 
appointment of a council for any or all of those presidencies ; 
and whilst any such order is in force the governor of the 
presidency to which the order refers shall have all the powers of • 
the Governor thereof in Council. 

4 7.-(1) The members of a governor's executive council Mcml>ers of 
shall be appointed by His :Majesty by warrant under the Royal execu~1h·e .. COUDCI g. 
Sign Manual, and shall be of such number, not exceedmg four, 
as the Secretary of Stat.e in Council directs. 

(2) Two at least of them must be persons who at the time 
of their appointment have been for at least twelve years in 
the service of the Crown in India. 

(3) Provided that, if the commander-in-chief of His :Majesty's 
forces in India (not being likewi~e governor-general) happens to 
be resident at Calcutta, :Madras or Born bay, he shall, during his 
continuance there, be a member of the governor's council. 

48. Every governor of a presidency shall appoint a. member Vicc-prc•i-
. · il to he • "d t h f dent of of hiS executive counc VICC-presl en t ereo . council. 

49.-(1) All orders and other proceedings of the G?vemor J~u•inc•• of 

in Council of any presidency shall he expressed to he man$ by the ~·eo••r••:1 IR onc1. 
1.9 
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A.D. 1915. Governor in Council, and shall be signed by a secretary to the 
Government of the presidency, or otherwise, as the Governor in 
Council may direct. < · 

Procellnro 
in CllMO of 
tlilrorcnl'o 
of opinion. 

Pro"i~ion for 
nb!IOUCO of 

gon~rnol' 

fro1n tnoot
in,:tS of 
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(2) A governor may make rules and orders for the mm·e 
convenient transaction of business in his executive council, nntl 
every order made or act done in accordance with those rules and 
orders shall be treatml as being the order or the act of the 
Governor in Council. 

50.-(1) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought before a meeting of a governor's executive council, the 
Governor in Council shall be bound by the opinion and decision 
of the majority of those present, and if they are equally divided 
the governor or other person presiding shall have a second or 
casting vote. 

(2) l'rovided that, whenever any measure is proposed before 
a Governor in Council whereby the safety, tranquillity or interests 
of his pt•esidency, or of any part thereof, are m· may be, in the 
judgment of the governor, essentially affected, and he is of 
opinion either that the measure proposed ought to be adopted 
nud cntTiecl into execution, or that it ought to be suspended or 
rejected, and the majority present at a meeting of the council 
dissent from that opinion, the governor may, on his own authority 
and t•esponsibility, by order in writing, adopt, suspend or reject 
the mcasW'e, in whole or in part. · 

(3) In every such case the governor and the members of 
the council present at the meeting shall mutually exchange 
written communications (to be recorded at large in their secret 
proceedings) stating the grounds of their respective opinions, 
and the order of the governor shall be signed by the governor 
and by those members. 

(4.) Nothing in this section shall empower a governor to 
do anything which he could not lawfully have done with the 
concurrence of his council. 

51. If a governor is obliged to absent himself from any 
meeting of his executive council, by indisposition or any other 
etmse, and signifies his intended absence to the council, the 
vice-president, or, if he is absent, the senior civil member 
present at the meeting, shall preside thereat, with the like 
powers us the governor would have had if present : 
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Provided that if the governor is at the time resident at the 
pla.ce where the meeting is assembled, and is not prevented by 
indisposition from signing any act of council made at the 
meeting, the act shall reqnire his signature; but, if he cleclines 
or refuses to sign it, the like provisions shall have effect as in 
cases where the governor, when present, dissents from the 
majority at a meeting of the council. 

52. The Secretary of State in Council may, if he thinks The pro
fit, direct that the province of Agra be constituted a presidency vAiuce of grn. 
under a Governor in Council, and, if that direction is given, the 
presidency shall be constituted on the terms and under the 
conditions mentioned in section nine~en of the Government of 16& I7VioL, 

lndia Act, 1853, and section four of the Government of India c. 95. . 
Act, 1854.. !: f7~HV•co., 

Lieutenant- GOII111'1101'Bkips and otlwr Prollinces. 

53.-(1) Each of the following provinces, namely, those 
known as :Bihar and Orissa, the United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh, the Punjab, and :Burma, is, subject to the provisions of 
this Act, governed by a lieutenant-governor, with or without 
an executive council. 

(2) The Governor-General in Council IDJ\y, by notification, 
with the sanction of His Majesty previously signified by the 
Secretary of State in Council, constitute a new province under 
a lieutenant-governor. 

Lioutcnnut
go\'ornor
Hhiplfo 

54. - (1) A lieutenant - governor is appointed by the Lieutcuont-

govel'llOr-general with the approval of His Majesty. geverooro, 

(2) A lieutenant-governor must have been, at the time of 
his appointment, at least ten years in the service of the Crown 
in Indin. 

{3) The Governor- General in Council may, with the 
sanction of His Majesty previously signified by the Secretary of 
State in Council, declare and limit the extent of the authority 
of any lieutenant-governor. 

55.-{1) The Governor-General in Council, with the Power to 

approval of the Secretary of State in Council, may, by notifi- cre~te cxe-
• • CUtiVO COUD-

C&tion, create a council in any provmce under a lieutenant- cilo for lieu-

governor, for the purpose of assisting the lieutenant-governor teuaut-
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A.D. 1915. in the executive government of the province, and by such 
notification-

Vica·prosi· 
dent or 
conncil. 

Bnsinoss of 
Liuntommt
Got'crnor in 
Conncil. 

Chiol Com
mis!iiouora. 

(a) make provision for determining what shall be the 
number (not exceeding four) and qualifications of 
the memlJers of the council; and 

(b) make provision for the appointment of tempordry or 
acting members of the council during the absenee 
of any member from illness or otherwise, and for 
the procedure to be adopted in case of a difference 
of opinion between a lieutenant-governor and his 
council, and in the case of equality of votes, and in 
the case of a lieutenant-governor being obliged to 
absent himself from his council by indisposition or 
any other cause : 

Provided that, before any such notification is published 
a draft thereof shall be laid before each House of Parliament 
for not less than sixty days during the session of Parliament, 
and if, before the expiration of that time, an address is 
presented to His Majesty by either House of Parliament 
against the draft or any part thereof, no further proceedings 
shall be taken thereon, without prejudice to the making of 
any new draft. 

(2) Every notification under this section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after it is made. 

(3) Every member of a lieutenant-governor's executiv"' council 
shall be appointed by the governor-general, with the approval 
of His Majesty. 

56. A lieutenant-governor who has an executive council 
shall appoint a member of the council to be vice-president 
thereof, and that vice-president shall preside at meetings of the 
council in the absence of the lieutenant-governor. 

57. A lieutemmt-governor who has an executive council 
may, with the consent of the Governor-General in Council, make 
rules and orders for more convenient transaction of business in the 
council, and every order made, or net done, in accordance with 
such rules and orders, shall be treated as being the order or the 
act of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. 

58. Each of the following provinces, namely, those known as 
Assam, the Central Provinces, the ·North-West Frontier Province, 
Dritish Daluohistan, Delhi, Ajmer-Yerwara, C<!Org, and the 
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Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is, subject to the provisions of A.D. 1913. 

this Act, administered by a chief commissioner. 

59. The Governor - General in Council may, with the Power to· 

approval of the Secretary of State, and by notification, place tcdrri-
tory uu cr 

take any part of British India under the immediate authority authority 

and management of the Governor-General in Council, and oGf Gornl••':'•or-

th . 11 d d d" . cno m ereupon g1ve a necessary or ers an trections respecting the Council. 

administration of that part, hy placing it under a chief commis-
sioner or by otherwise providing for its administration. 

Boundm-ies. 
60. The Governor-General in Council may, by notification, Power to 

declare, appoiut or alter the boundaries of any of the provinces dccluro nud 
. to h" h B "f" h I dia . f tl . b . .1" "d d d niter b<mud-m w tc rJlS n IS or . te time eutg utVI e , an nricg of 

distribute the territories of British India among the several provium. 

provinces thereof in such manner as may seem expedient, subject 
to these qualifications, namely:-

(1) an entire district may not be transferred from one 
province to another without the previous sanction of 
the C1-own; signified by the Secretary of State in 
Council; and 

(2) any notification under this section may be disallowed 
by the Secretary of State in Council. 

61. An alteration in pursuance of the foregoing provisions Saving .. 

of the mode ~f administration of any part of British India, or to laws. 

of the· boundaries of any part of British India, shall not affect 
the law for the time being in force in that part. 

62. The Governor • of Bengal in Council, the Governor Powor to 
of Madras in Council, and the Governor of Bombay in Council 0

00
1 te'd'd . 

. . on nncs 
may, with. the approval of the Secretary of State m Council, of prcsi-
.and by notification, extend the limits of the towns of Calcutta, doney-towu•. 

Madras and Bombay, respectively ; and any Act of Parliament, 
letters patent, charter, law or usage conferring jurisdiction, 
power or authority within the limits of those towns respectively 
shall "have effect \vithin the limits W! so extended . 

. PART VI. 
INDIAN LEGISLATION. 

The Governor-General in LegislatifJe 

' 63.- (1) For purposes of legislation the 
council shall consist of the members of his 

Council. 

governor-general's Colllltitution 

executive council i!J~• 
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A.J>. 1D 15. with the addition of members nominated or elected in accord
Lcgi•lutivo ance with rules made under this Act. The council so constituted 
Couucil. is in this Act referred to as the Indian Legislative Council. 

(2) The number of additional members so nominated or 
elected, the number of such members required to constitute a 
quorum, the term of office of such members, and the manner 
of filling casual vacancies occurring by reason of absence from 
India, inability to attend to duty, death, acceptance of office, or 
resignation duly accepted, or otherwise, shall be such as may be 
prescribe<! by rules mnde under this Act: 

l'roville<l that the aggregate number of members so nomi
nated or elected shall not exceed the number specified in that 
behalf in the second column of the First Schedule to this Act. 

(3) At least one-half of the additional members of the 
council must be persons not in the civil or military service 
of the Crown in India; and, if any additional member accepts 
office under the Crown in India, his seat as an additional 
member shall thereupon become vacant. 

(·1) When and so long as the Indian Legislative Council 
assembles in a province having a lieutenant-governor or chief 
commissioner, he shall be an additional member of the council, 
in excess, if necessary, of the aggregate number of nominated 
or elected additional members prescribed by this section. 

(5) 'l'he additional members of the council are not entitled 
to be present at meetings of the governor-general's executive 
council. 

(6) The Governor-General in Council may, with the approval 
of the Se01·etary of State in Council, make rules as to the 
contlitions under which and manner in which persons resident 
in India may be nominated or elected as additional members 
of the Indian Legislative Council, and as to the qualifications 
for being, and for being nominated or elected, an additional 
member of that council, and as to any other matter for which 
rules are authorised to be made under this section, and also as 
to the manner in which those rules are to be carried into 
effect. 

(7) All rules made under this section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after they are, 
made, and those 1·ules shall not be subject to repeal or alteration 
by the Governor-General in Legislative Council .. 
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64.-(1) The Indian Legislative Council shall assemble at A,D. 1915. 

such times and places as the Governor-General in Council Moetings, 
appoints. 

(2} Any meeting of the council may be adjourned, under 
the authority of the Governor-General in Council, by the 
governor-general or other person prP.sidiug. 

(3} In the absence of the governor-general from any 
meeting of the council the person to preside thereat shall be 
the vice-president of the council, or, in hi~ alJSence, the senior 
ordinary member of the council present at . the meeting, or, 
during the discussion of the annual financial statement or of 
any matter of general public interest, the vic~-president or 
the member appointed to preside in accordance with rules made 
under this Act. 

(4) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought before a meeting of the council, the person presiding 
shall have a second or casting vote. 

65.-(1) The Govemor-General in Legislative Council has Legislutivo 
power to make laws- powc,., 

( q) for all persons, for all courts, and for all places and 
tl1ings, within British 1ndia; and 

(b) for all subjects of His Majesty and servants of the 
Crown within other parts of India; and 

(c) for all native Indian subjects of His :Majesty, without 
and beyond as well as within British India ; and 

(d) for the government of officers, soldiers and followers 
in Ris 1\fa.jesty's Indian forces, wherever : they are 
serving, in so far as the;x: are not subject to the 
Army Act; and 

(e) for all persons employed or serving in or belonging 
to the Royal Indian Marine Service ; and 

(f) for repealing or altering any laws . which for the time 
being are in force in any part of British India or 
apply to persons for whom the Governor-General 

. in Legislative Council has power to make laws. 

(2) Provided that the Governor-General in Legislative 
Council has not, unless expressly so authorised by Act of Parlia
ment, power to make any law repealing or a.ffecting-

(i) any Act of Parliament passed after the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty and extending 
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to British India (including the Army Act and any 
Act amending the SILme); or 

(ii) any Act of Parliament enabling the Secretary of 
State in Council to raise money in the United 
Kingdom for the government of India; 

and has not power to make any Jaw affecting the authority 
of Parliament, or any part of the unwritten laws or con
stitution of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
whereon may depend in any degree the allegiance of any 
person to the Crown of the United Kingdom, or affecting the 
sovereignty or dominion of the Crown over any part of 
British India. -

(3) The Governor-General· in Legislative Council has not 
power, without the pl'Cvious approval of the Secretary of State 
in Council, to mal>Q any law empowering any court, other than 
a high court, to sentence to the punishment of death any of 
His Majesty's subjects born in Europe, or .the childt·en of_ such 
subjects, or abolishing any high court. 

Lnw• lor tho 66.--(1) A law mttde under this Act for the Royal Indian 
Ro;v~•lln~iun Marine Service shall not apply to any offence unless the vessel 
lhrtno 
Horvico. to which the olrender belongs is at the time of the commission 

of the olrence within' the limits of Indian waters, that is to 
say, the high seas between the Cape of Good Hope on the 
West and the Straits of Magellan on the l~ast, and any 
territorial waters between those limits. 

(2) The punishment8 imposed by any such law for offences 
shall be similar in rharacter to, and not in excess of, the 
puiliNhments which may, at the time of making the law, be· 
imposed for similar offences under the Acts relating to His 
llfajesty's Navy, except that, in the case of persons other than 
Elll'opeans or Americans, imprisonment for any term not exceed
ing fourteen years, 01' transportation for life or any less term, 
may be substituted for penal servitude. 

Buoiuon at 67 .·-(1) At a meeting of the Indian Legislative- Council 
mooting• no motion shall be entertained other than a motion for leave to 

introduce a measure into the council for the purpose of enact
ment, or having reference to a measure introduced or proposed 
to he introduced into thfl council for that purpose, or having 
reference to some rule Ior the coll(luct of business in the council, 
and no business shall be tr,msacted other than the considera
tion of those motions or the alteration of those rules. 
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(2) It shall not he lawful, without the previous sanction A.D._l~IS 
of the governor-geneml, to introduce at any meeting of the 
council any measure afl'ecting--

(a) the public debt or public revenues of India, or imposing 
any charge on the revenues of India; or 

(b) the religion or religious rites and usages of any class of 
Dritish subjects in India; or 

(c) the discipline or maintenance of any part of His 
Majesty's military or naval forces ; or 

(d) the relations of the Government with foreign princes 
or states. 

t3) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of 
this section, the Governor-General in Council may, with the 
sanction of the Secretary of State in Council, make rules autho
rising at any meeting of the Indian Legislative Council the 
discussion of the annual financial statement of the Governor
General in Council and of any matter of general public interest 
and the asking of questions, under such conditions and restric
tions as may be prescribed in the rules. Rules made under 
this sub-section may provide for the appointment ·of a member 
of the council to preside at any such discussion in the place 
of the governor-general and of the vice-president, and shall be 
laid before both Houses of Parliament as soon as may he after 
they are made, and shall not be subject to repeal or alteration 
hy the Governor-General in Legislative Council. 

68.-{1) When an Act has been passed at a meeting of Assent of 

the Indian Legislative Council, the governor-general, whether ~~::~~~;, 
he wns or was not present in council at the passing thereof, Acto. 

may. declare that he assents to the Act, or that he withholds 
assent from the Act, or that he reserves the Act for the 

. signification of His Majesty's pleasure thereon. 
(2)• An Act of the Governor-General in Legislative Council 

has not validity until ·the governor-general has declared his 
a.sSent thereto, or, in the case of an Act reserved for the 
signification of His Majesty's pleasure, until His Majesty has 
signified his assent to the governor-general through the Secretary 
of State in CoU.ncil, ru;td that assent has been notified by the 
governor-general. 

69.-(1) When an Act of the Governor-General in Legis- Power or 
lative Council has been assented to by the governor-general, he ~:7J:~o 
shall send to the Secretary of State an authentic copy thereof, Acta. 
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A.D. 1915. and it shall be lawful for His Majesty ~o signify, through the 
Secretary of Srote in Council, his disallowance of any such 
Act. 

Rulo11 for 
conduct of 
logiKiutivo 
IJIIKillCIJI!. 

Pt.wor to 
muko l'llgn
lnlioni. 

l'owor to 
m&~.ko ordi
mmCca in 
CMOS of 
emergency. 

(2) Where the disallowance of any such Ac~ has been so 
signified, the governor-general shall forthwith notify the dis
allowance, and thereupon the Act, as from the ·date of the 
notification, shall become void accordingly. 

70. The Governor-General in Legislative Council may, 
subject to the assen~ of the governor-general, alter the rules 
for the conduct of legislative business in the Indian Legislative 
Council (including rules prescribing the mode of promulgation 
and au~hentication of Acts passed by that council) ; but any 
altern~ion so made may be disallowed by the Secretary of State 
in Council, and if so disallowed shall have no effect. 

Jlegulation-s and 01·dinances. 

71.-(1) 1.'ho local Government of any part of British 
India to which this section for the time being applies may 
propose to the Governor-General in Council the draft of any 
regulation for the peace and good government of that part, 
with the reasons for proposing the regulation. 

(2) '!'hereupon the Govemor-General in Council may take 
any such draft and reasons into consideration; and, whe'n any 
such draft has been approved by the Governor-General ·in 
Council and assented to by the governor-general, it shall be 
published in the Gazette of India and in the local official 
gazette, if any, and shall thereupon have the like force of law 
and be subject to the like disallowance as if it were an Act 
of the Governor-Gtmeral in Legislative Council. 

(3) The governor-general shall send to the Secretary of 
Srote in Council an authentic copy of every regulation to which 
he has assented under· tllis section. 

(4) 'fhe Secretary of Srote may, by resolution in council, 
apply tl1is section to any part of Britisli India, as from a 
elate to be fixed in the resolution, and withdraw the application 
of this RFCtion from any part to which it has been applied. 

72. The governor-general may, in cases of emergency, make 
and promulgate ordinances for the peace and good government 
of British India or any part thereof, and any ordinance so 
made shall, for tile space of not more than six months from its 
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promulgation, have the like force of law as an Act passed lly A.D. 1915. 

the Governor-General in Legislative Council; but the power of 
making ordinances under this section is subject to the like 
restrictions as the power of the Governor-General in Legislative 
Council to make laws; and any ordinance made under this 
section is subject to the like disallowance as an Act passed by 
the Governor-General in Legislative Council, and may be con-
trolled or superseded by any such Act. · 

Local Legislatures. 

73.-(1) For purposes oflegislation, the council of a governor, Locnllcgio

or of a lieutenant-governor having an executive council, shall lnturos. 

consist of the members of his executive council with the addition 
of members nominated or elected in accordance with rules mrule 
under this Act. 

(2) In the case of the councils of the governors of Madras 
and Bombay (and, if so ordered by the governor of Bengal, 
in the case· of his council), the advocate-general or acting 
advocate-general for the time being of the presidency shall 
be one of the members so nominated. 

(3) The legislative council of a lieutenant-governor not 
having an executive council, or of a· cl:tief commiSsioner, shall 
consist of members nominated or elected in accordance with 
rules made under thls Act. 

(4.j Councils constituted as provided by tl:tis section are in 
this Act referred to as local legislative cmmcils, and Governors, 
Lieutenant-Governors and Chief Commissioners in Legishltive 
Council are in this Act referred to as local legislatures. 

74.-(1) The number of additional members nominated or Conotitution 

elected to the le
0
ais)ative council of the Governor of Bengal, oflo~i.•1 1•!ivo 

COIIDCI 8 ID 

Madras or Bombay, tile number of such members required to Bengal, 

constitute a quorum, the term of office of such members, and lBiadmsb nnd 
. . b f om oy. the manner . of filling casual vacanCies occurrmg y reason o 

absence from India, inability to attend to duty, death, accept-
ance of office, or resignation duly accepted, or otherwise, shall, 
in the case of each such council, be such as may be prescribed 
by rules mrule under this Act : 

Provided that the aggregate number of members so nomi
nated or elected shall not exceed the number specified in that 
behalf in the second column of the First Schedule to this Act. 
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A.D. 1915. (2) At least one-half of the additional members nominated 

Mooting• of 
logialalivo 
councils of 
llcngo1, 
MndriiS nnd 
Bombn,v. 

or elected to any of those councils must be persons not in the 
civil or military service of the Crown in India; and if any 
such person accepts office . under the Crown in India his seat · 
as n member shaH thereupon become vncant. 

(3). An additional member of any of those ·councils is 
not entitled to be present at meetings of the governor's . 
executive council. 

(4,) The Governor-General in Council may, with the npproval 
of the Secretary of State in Council, make rules as to the con
ditions under which nnd manner in· which persons resident in 
India may be nominated or elected additional members of a~y 
of those legislative councils, and as to the qualifications for 
being, and for being nominated or elected, an additional member 
of any of those councils, and ns to any other matter for which 
rules are authorised to be made under this section, and also as 
to the manner in which those rules are to be caiTied into 
efl'ect. 

(5) All 1•ules made under this section shall be laid before -
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after they are 
made, and those rules shall not be subject to repeal or nlterntion 
by the Governor-Gener!tl in Legislative Council. 

75.-(1) ·The legislative council of the Governor of Bengnl, 
Madras or Bombay shall assemble at such tirnes and places as 
the governor ·appoints. 

(2) Any meeting of the council may be adjourned by t.he 
governor, or, under his authority, by the other person presiding. 

(a) In the absence of the governor from any meeting of the 
council the person to preside thereat shall be the vice-president 
of the council, or, in liis absence, the senior civil member 
of the executive council present at. the meeting, or, during the 
disc~ssion of the annual financial statement or of any matter 
of general public interest, the vice-president or the member 
appointed to preside in nccordnnce with rules made under this 
Act.· 

(4) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought before a meeting of the council, the person presiding 
shall have a s~.>oond or casting vote, 
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76.-(1) The number or lnembcrs nominuted or elected to A.D. 1915. 

the,legislative council of a lieutenant-governor or chief com- Con•titntion 
missioner, the number of such members required to constitute of lcgiolative 

a quorum, the term of office of such members, and the manner f;~~~~~~=~~~ 
of filling casual vacancies occurring by reason of absence from governors 

India, inability to attend to duty, death, acceptance of office and o~ie! . . I , , oommtl!l .. 
or re.~ignatwn du y accepted, or otherwise, shall, in the case of oionera. 

each such council, be such as may be prescribed by rules made 
under this Act: 

Provided that the aggregate number of members so 
nominated or elected shall not, in the cnse of any legislative 
council mentioned in the first column of the First Schedule to 
this Act, exceed the number specified in that Jx.half in the 
second column of that Schedule. 

(2) At least one-third of the persons so nominated or 
elected to the legislative council of a lieutenant-governor or 
chief commissioner must be persons not in the civil or military 
service of the Crown in India. 

(3) The Governor-General in Council may, with the approval 
of the Secretary of State in Council, make rules as to the con
ditions under which and manner in which persons resident 
in India may be nominated or elected members of any of those 
legislative councils, and as to the qualifications for being, and for 
being nominated or elected, a mem lJer of any of those councils, 
and as to any other matter for which rules are authorised to 
be . made under this section, and as to the manner in which 
those rules are to be carried into effect. 

(4) All rules made under this section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after they are 
made, and those rules shall not be subject to repeal or altera
tion by the Governor-General in Legislative Council. 

77.-(1) 'When a new lieutenant-governorship is constituted l'owe.r to 

I . A t th G G I . C ·t b t"fi con•utute w1der t liS c , e overnor- enera m ounc1 may, Y no I 1ca- new local 
tion, \l'ith the sanction of His 1\[ajesty previously signified by legi•latureo. 

the Secretary of State in Council, constitute the Lieutenant-
Governor in Legislative Council of the province, as from a date 
specified in the notification, a local legislature for that province, 
and define the limits of the province for which the Lieutenant-
Governor in Legislative Council is to exercise legislative powers. 

(2) The Governor-General in Council may, by notification, 
extend the provisions of this Act relating to legislative councils 
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A.D. 191G. 

MuctingH of 
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of lieutenant-governors, subject to such modifications and adap
tations as he may consider nece~ary, to any province for the 
time being unclcr a chief commissioner. 

78.--(1) Every lieutenant-governor who has no executive 
council, and every chief commissioner who has a legislative 
council, olmll appoint a member of his legislative council to be 
vice-president thereof. 

(2) In the absence of the lieutenant-governor or chief 
commissioner from any meeting of his legislative council the 
person to preside thereat shall be the vice-president of the 
council, or, in his absence, the member of the council who is 
highest in official rank among those holding office under the 
Crown who are present at the meeting, or, during the discussion 
of the annual financial · statement or of any matter of general 
public interest, the vice-president or the member appointed to 
preside in accordance with rules made under this Act. 

(a) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought hefore a meeting of the council, the person presiding 
shall have a second or casting vote. 

79.-(1) The local legislature of any province has power, 
subject to the provisions of this Act, to make laws for the peace 
and good government of the territories for the time being con
stituting that province. 

(2) 'l.'he local legislature of any province may, with the 
previous sanction of the governor-general, but not otherwise, 
repeal or alter as to that province any law made either before· 
or after the commencement of this Act by any authority in 
Dritish India other than that local legislature. 

(3) 'l'he local legislature of any province may not, without 
the previous sanction of the governor-general, make or take 
into consideration any law-

(a) affecting the public debt of India, or the customs 
duties, or any other tax or duty for the time being 
in force and imposed hy the authority of the 
GoYernor-Genernl in Council for the general purposes 
of t.lte government of India; or 

(b) regulating any of the current eoin, or the issue of any 
hills, notes or other paper currency; or 

(c) regulating tlte conveyance of letters by the post office 
or messages by the electric telegraph ; or 
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(d) altering in any way tl1e Indian Penal Code; or ' . A.D. 1!115. 

(e) affecting the religion or religious rites and usages 0 [ 

any class of British subjects in India ; or 
(/) affecting the discipline or maintenance of any part o[ 

His lfajesty's naval or military forces; or 
(g) regulating patents or copyright ; or 

(k) affecting the relations of the Government with foreign 
princes or states. 

(4) 'l'he local legislature of any province has not power to 
make any law affecting any Act of Parliament. 

( 5) Provided that an Act or a provision of an Act made 
by a local legislature, ami subsequently assented to by thtJ 
governor-general in pursuance cf this .A.ct, shall not be deemed 
invalid by reason only of its requirin~ the previous sanction of 
the governor-general under this .A.ct. 

80.-(1) .A.t a meeting of a local legislative council no Du•iuo"' nt 
motion shall be entertaine(l other than a motion for loove to mooting•. 

introduce a measure into the council for the purpose of enact-
ment, or having reference to a measure introduced or proposed 
to be introduced into the council for that purpose, or having 
reference to some rule for the conduct of business in the 
council, and no business shall be transacted other than the 
consideration of those motions or the alteration of those rules. 

(2) It shall not be lawful for any member of any local 
legislative council to introduce, without the previous sanction 
of the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commissioner, any 
measure affecting the public revenues of the province or 
imposing any charge on those revenues. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions 
of this se,ction, the local Government may, with the sanction 
of the Governor-General in Council, make rules authorising, 
at any meeting of the local legislative council, the discussion 
of the annual financial statement of the local Government, 
and of any matter of general public interest, and the asking 
of questions, under such conditions and restrictions as may be 
prescribed in the rules. Rules made under this sub-section for 
any cotmcil may provide for the appointment of a member of 
the council to preside at any such discussion in the place of 
the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commissioner, as the 
case may be, and of the vice-president, and shall be laid before 
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·A. I>. 1915, both Houses of Parliament 88 soon 88 may be after they are 
made, and shall not be subject to repeal or alteration by the 
Governor-General in Legislative Council or the local legislature. 

Asoont to 81.-(1) ·when an Act h88 been passed at a meeting of 
A•!• of local a loc1Ll Iegi•lative council, the governor, lieutenant-governor or 
logJOinlttros. ] , • • h th h t t · c uef commtssJOner, w e er e W88 or W88 no presen m 

council at the paRSing of the Act, may declare that he assents 
to or withholds his assent from the Act. 

(~) If the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief com
missioner withholds his assent from any such Act, the Act 
ha.~ no effect. 

(3) If the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief com
missioner assents to any such Act, he shall forthwith send 
an authentic copy of the Act to the governor-general, and 
the Act ~hall not have validity until the governor-general has 
assented thereto and that assent has been signified by the 
governor-general to, and publishecl by, the governor, lieutenant
governor or chief commissioner. 

(!!.) Where the governor-general withholds his assent from 
any such Act, he shall signify to the governor, lieutenant
governor or chief commissioner in writing his reason for so 
withholding his assent. 

l'owor of 82.-(1) When· any such Act has been assented to by the 
<:rown to governor-general, he shall send to the Secretary of State an 
~:~~~~~ locnl authentic copy thereof, and it shall be lawful for His Majesty 
logiolnt.uros, to signify, through tho Secretary of State in Council, his 

HnloK for 
conduct of 
lcgislati\'0 
husincss. 

disallowance of any such Act. 
(2) Where the disallowance of any such Act hns been so 

signified, the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commissioner 
Mlmll forthwith notify the disallowance, and thereupon the 
Act, as from the date of the notification, shall become . void 
accordingly. 

83.-(1) The local Government of any province for which a 
local legislative council is hereafter constituted under this Act 
shall, before the first meeting of that council, and with the 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, make rules for 
the conduct of legislative business in that council (including 
rules for prescribing the mode of promulgation and authen
tication of laws passed by that council). 

{2) A local legislature may, subject to the assent of the 
governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commissioner, alter the 
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rules for the conduct of legislative business in the local lcgisla- A.D. 1915. 

tive council (including rules prescribing th~ mmle of promulgation 
and authentication of laws passed by the council) ; but any 
alteration so made may be disallowed by the Governor-General 
in Council, and if so disallowed shall have no effect. 

· JTalidit!f of Indian Laws. 

84. A Iaw made by any authority in British India shall Uemoval of 

not be deemed invalid solely on account of any one or more do~b~ as to 

h , vahd11y of 
of t e followmg reasons :- cortaia 

( ) ' th f 1 ad 1. h G G l . lndianlawa a m e case o a aw m e uy t e overnor- enera m · 
· Legislative Council, because it affects the prerogative 

of the Crown ; or 

(h) in the case of any law, because the requisite proportion 
of members not holding office under the Crown in 
India was not complete at the date of its intro
duction into the council or its enactment; or 

(c) in the case of a law made by a local legislature, because 
it confers on magistrates, being justices of the peace, 
the same jurisdiction over European British subjects 
as that legislature, by Acts duly made, could law
fully confer on magistrates in the exercise of authority 
over other British subjects in the like cases. 

PART VII. 

SALARIES, LEAVE 01' ABSENCE, VACA'l'ION 01' OFFICE, 

.APPOINTMENTS, &c. ' 

85.-(1) There shall be paid to the Governor-General of SalarieB and 

India and to the other persons mentioned in the Second Schedule •1
1
1•wan .. • 

' . . o governor-
to this Act, out of the revenues of Indm, such salane.o, not general and 

exceedlng in any case the maximum specified in that behalf in cer~io o~ber 
, , ) • (lffiCiale 1n 

that Schedule, and such allowances (1f any for eqmpment and India. 

voyage, as the Secretary of State in Council may by order fix 
in that behalf, and, subject to or in default of any such order, 
as are payable at the commencement of this Act : 

(2) Provided as follows:-
(a) an order affecting salaries of members of the governor

general's executive council may not be made with
out the concurrence of a majority of votes at a 
meeting of the Council of India ; 
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(b) if any person· to whom this section applies holds or 
enjoys any pension or salary, or anx office of 
proftt under th!l Crown or under any public office, 
his salary under this section shall be reduced by 

· the amount of the pension, salary or profits of 
office so held or enjoyed by him ; 

(a) nothing in the provisions of this section with respect 
to allowances shall authorise the imposition of any 
additional charge on the revenues of India. 

(3) The remuneration payable to a person under this section 
shall commence on his taking upon himself the execution of 
his office, and shall be the whole profit or advantage which he 
shall enjoy from his office during his continuance therein . 

• 
86.-(1) The Governor-General in Council may grant to 

any of the ordinary members of his executive council, and a 
Governor in Council may grant to any member of his executive 
council, leave of absence under medical certificate for a period 
not exceeding six months. 

· (2) Where n member of council obtains leave of absence 
in pursuance of this section, he shall retain his office during 
his absence, and shall on his return and resumption of his 
duties be entitled to receivt~ half his salary for the period of 
his absence; but if his absence exceeds six months his office 
shall become vacant. 

Pro\'ision• 87.-(1) If the governor-general, or a governor, or the 
ns to nh•~nco commander-in-chief of His Majesty's forces in India, and, subject 
from Indm or t tl f . . . . f tl . A t to I f bs prosidoncy. o · 1e oregomg prov1s1ons o us c as eave o a ence, 

if any ordinary member of the executive council of the 
governor-general, or any member of the executive eouncil of .a 
governor departs from Imlia, intending to return to Europe, his 
office shall thereupon become vacant. 

(2) No net or declnratiou of the governor-general or a 
governor or a mem her of an executive council, other than ·as 
aforesaid, except n. declaration in writing under hand and seal, 
delivered to a secreta.ry to the Government of India or to the 
chief secretary of the presidency wherein hf'l is, in order to its 
being recorded, shall be deemed or held as a resignation or 
surrender of his office. 

(3) If ihe governor-general, or any ordinary member of the 
governor-getinral's executive council, leaves India otherwise than 
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in the known IUltual service of the Crown, and if any governor, .A.D. Wl5. 

lieutenant-governor or member of a governor's executive council 
leaves the province to which he belongs, othe~nise than as 
aforesaid, his salary and allowances shall not be payable during 
his absence to any person for his use. 

(4) If any such officer, not having proceeded or intended 
to proceed to Europe, dies during his absence and whilst intending 
to return to India or· to his province, his salary and allowances 
shall, subject to any rules in that behalf made by the Secretary 
of State in Council, be paitl to his personal representatives. 

(5) If any such officer does not return to India or his 
province, or returns to Europe, his salary and allowances shall 
be deemed to have ceased on the day of his leaving India or his 
province. 

88.-(1) His Majesty may, by warrant under His Royal Con4itioual 
Sign. Manual,· appoint any person conditionally to succeed to "ppoint-

. mcuts. 
any of the offices of governor-general, governor, ordmary member 
of the executive council of the governor-general, or member of 
the executive council of a governor, in the event of the office 
,becoming vacant, or in any other event or contingency expressed 
i~ the appointment, and revoke any such conditional appointment. 

(2) A person so conditionally appointed shall not be entitled 
to any authority, salary or emolument appertaining to the office 
to which he is appointed, until he is in the actual possession 
of the office. 

• 89.-(1) If any person entitled under a conditional appoint- l'o•vcr for 

ed to h ffi f I · ted governor· ment to succe t e o ce o governor-genera , or appom general to 
absolutely to that office, is in India on or after the event on excrci•o 

which he is to succeed, and thinks it necessary to exercise the 100"'1w•r•.-k. 
. il oro "' mg 

powers of governor-general before he takes his seat m coUllc , scat. 

he may make known by notification his appointment and his 
intention to assume the office of governor-general. 

(2) After the notification, and thenceforth until he repairs 
to the place where the council may assemble, he may exercise 
alone all or any of the powers which might be exercised by the 
Governor-General in Council. 

( 3) A.ll acts done in the council after the date of the 
notification, but before the communication thereof to the 
council, shall be valid, subject, nevertheless, to revocation or 
alteration by the person who has so assumed the office of 
governor-general. 
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{ 4) When the office of governor-general is assumed under 
the foregoing provision, the vice-president, or, if he is absent, the 
senior 01·dinm:y member of the council then present, shall preside 
therein, with the same powers as the governor-geneml would 
have had if present. 

90.-{1) If a vacancy occurs in the office of governor
general when there is no conditional or other successor in 
India to supply the vacancy, the governor who was first 
appointed to the office of governor by His Majesty shall hold 
and execute the office of governor-general until a successor 
arrives or until some pet·son in India is duly appointed thereto. 

{2) Every such acting governor-general, while acting as such, 
shall have and may exercise all the rights ancl powers of the office 
ot governor-general, and shall be entitled to receive the emolu
ments and udvaniuges appertaining to the office, forgoing the 
salary and allowances appertaining to his office of governor; 
and his office of governor shall be supplied, for the time 
during which he acts as governor-general, in the manner 
directed by this Act with t·espect to vacancies in the office of 
governor. 

{3) If, on the vacancy occurring, it appears to the governor, 
who by vit·tue of this section holds and executes the office of 
governor-general, necessary to exercise the powers thereof before 
he takes his seat in council, he may make known by notifica
tion his appointment, and his intention to assume the office of 
governor-general, and thereupon the provisions of this Act 
respecting the assumption of the office by a person conditionally 
appointed to succeed thereto shall apply. 

{ 4) Until such a governor has assumed the office of 
governor-general, if no conditional or other successor is on 
the spot to supply such vacancy, the vice-presid!)nt, or, if he 
is absent, the senior <irllinary mtomber of the executive council, 
shall hold m1d executtl the office of governor-general until the 
vacancy is filled in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

{5) Every vice-president or other member of council so 
acting as governor-general, while so acting, shall have and may 
exercise all the 1·ights and powers of the office of governor
general, and shall be entitled to receive the emoluments and 
advantages appertaining to the office, forgoing his salary and 
allowances as member of council for that period . 
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91.-(1) If a vacancy occurs in the office of governor A.D. 1!11.1. 
when no conditional or other successor is on the spot to supply . -
th th . "d t "f h . b h remporary e vacancy, e VIce-presi en , or, 1 e IS a sent, t e senior vacancy 

member of the governor's executive council, or, if there is no in office of 

council, the chief secretary to the local Government, shall hold gnvcmor. 

and execute the office of governor until a successor arrives, or 
until some other person on the spat is duly appointed thereto. 

(2) Every such acting governor shall, while acting a9 such, 
be entitled to receive the emoluments and advantages apper
taining to the office of governor, forgoing the salary and 
allowances appertaining to his office of member of council or 

. secretary. 

92.-(1) If a vacancy occurs in the office of an ordinary Tempornry 

member of the executive council of the governor-general or a ••1H!"'"•Y1 in 
o ceo 

member of the executive council of a governor, and there is no member of 

conditional or other successor present on the spot, the Governor- 011 cx~eutive 
,... . l . C il G . C il th be connell. \Tenera ill ounc or overnor ill oum: , as e case may , 
shall supply the vacancy by appointing a temporary member of 
council. 

(2) Until a successor arrives the person so appointed shall 
hold and execute the office to which he has been appointed, 
and shall have and may exercise all the rights and powers 
thereof, and shall be entitled to receive the emoluments· and 
advantages appertaining to the office, forgoing all emoluments 
and advantages to which he was entitled at the time of his 
being appointed to that office. 

(3) If any ordinary member of the executive council of 
the governor-general or any member of the executive council 
of a governor is, by infirmity or otherwise, rendered incapable 
of acting or of attending to act as such, or is absent on leave, 
then, if any person has been conditionally appointed to succeed 
to his office and is on the spot, the place of that member shall 
be supplied hy that person, and, if no person conditionally 
appointed . to succeed to the office is ·on the spot, the Governor
General in Council or Governor in · Council, as the case may 
be, shall appoint some person to be a temporary member of 
council. 

( 4) Until the return to duty of the member so incapable 
or absent, the person conditionally or temporarily appointed 
shall hold and execute the office to which he has been appointed, 
and shall have and may exercise all the rights and powers 
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A.D. 1915. thereof, and shall be entitled to receive half the salary of the 
member of council whose place he fills, and also half the 
salary of any other office which he may hold, if he hold any 
such office, the remaining half of such last-named salary being 
at the di~posal of the Governor-General in Council or Gnvernor 
in Council, as the ease may be. 

(5) Provided as follows:-
(a) no person may be appointed a temporary member of 

council who might not have been appointed under 
this Act to fill the vacancy supplied by the tem
porary appointment; and 

(b) if the Secretary of State informs the governor
general that it is not the intention of His Majesty 
to fill a vacancy in the governor-general's executive 
council, no temporary appointment may be made 
under this section to fill the vacancy, and if any 
such temporary appointment has been made before 
the date of the receipt of the information by the 
governor-general, the tenure of the person tem
porarily appointed shall cease from that date. 

Vuouucic• 93.-(1) A nominated or elected member of the. Indian 
in log~•1•tivc Legislative Council or of a local legislative council may resign 
CO\IIICII8, 

. his office to the governor-general or to the governor, lieutenant-

Loi\VO, 

Power to 
mo.ko rules 
aa to Indian 
appoint.. 
met1&a. 

governor or chief commissioner, as the case may be, and on the 
acceptance of the resignation the office shall become vacant. 

(2) If for a period of two consecutive months any such 
member is absent from India or unable to attend to the duties 
of his office, the governor-general, governor, lieutenant-governor 
or chief commissioner, Ill! the ease may be, may, by notification · 
published in the Government Gazette, declare that the seat in 
council of that member has become vacant. 

94. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Secretary 
of State in Council may, with the concurrence of a majority of 
votes at a meeting of the Council of India, make rules as to 
the absence on leave of persons in the service of the . Crown· in 
India, and the terms as to continuance, variation or cessation 
of pay, salary and allowances on which any such leave may be 
granted. 

95.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council, with the con
currence of a majority of votes at a meeting of the Council 
of India, may make rules for distributing between the several 
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authorities in India the power of making appointments to and A.D. 1915, 

promotions in offices under the Crown in India, and may 
reinstate officers and servants suspended or removed by any 
of those authorities. 

(2) Subject to such rules, all appointments to offices and 
commands in India, and all promotions, which, by law, or 
under any regulations, usage or custom, are, at the commence
ment of this Act, made by any authority in India, shall, 
subject to the qualifications, conditions and restrictions then 
affecting such appointments and promotions, respectively, 
continue to be made in India by the like authority. 

96 •. No native of British India, nor any subject of His No•H••h!Uli•• 
• • • • • • in n.>t~I.CCt uf 

MaJesty resident therem,. shall, by reason only of hiS religiOn, reH•'""• '"'""' 
place of birth, descent, colour, or any of them, be disabled from 1.\S~~,.., "1 

holding any office under the Crown in India. 

PART VIII. 

THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE. 

97 .-·(1) The Secretary of State in Council may, with the Rules rur 
advice and assistance of the Civil Service Commissioners, make '1'1

11
"'1;".!?" 10 

10 llul&ll 

rules . for the examination, under the superintendence of thostl Ch·iiScrvico. 

Commissioners, of British subjects desirous of becoming candi-
dates for appointment to the Indian Civil Service. 

(2) The rules shall prescribe the age and qualifications of 
the candidates, and the subjects of examination. 

(3) All rules made in pursuance of this section shall 
'lie laid before. Parliament within fourteen days after the making 
f.hereof, or, if Parliament.is not then sitting, then within fourteen 
days after the ·next meeting of Parliament. 

(4) The candidates certified to be entitled under the rules 
shall be recommended for appointment according to . the order 
of their proficiency as shown by their examination. 

(5) Such persons only as are so certified may be appointed 
or admitted to the Indian Civil Service by the Secretary of 
State in Council . 

• 
98. Subject to the provisions of this Act, all vacancies Offices re-

ha · · f th IIi ifi d f ed to · th served lo the pperung- m any o e o ces spec e or re err m e Indian Civil 
Third Schedule to this Act, and all such offices which may be Sorvire. 
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~.D. l!JI5. created hereafter, shall be filled from amongst the members o! 
the Indian Oivil Service. 

Power to 
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99.-(1) The authorities in India, by whom appointments 
are made to offices in the Indian Civil Service, may appoint 
to any such office any person of proved merit and ability 
domiciled in British India and born in British India of parents 
habitually resident in India and not established there for 
temporary purposes only, although the person so appointed 
has not been admitted to that service in accordance with the 
foregoing provisions of this Act. 

(2) Every such appointment shall be made subject to such 
rules as may be prescribed by the Governor-General in Council 
and sanctioned by the Secretary of State in Council with the 
concurrence of a majority of votes at a meeting of the Council 
of India. 

(3) The Governor-General in Council may, by resolution, 
define nnd limit. the qualification of persons who may be 
appointell under this section, but every resolution made for that 
purpose shall be subject to the sanction of the Secretary of 
State in Council, and shall not ·have force until it has been 
laid for thirty dayd before both Houses of· Parliament. 

100.-(1) Where it appears to the authority in India by 
whom an appointment is to be made to any office reserved to 
members of the Indian Civil Service, that a person not being 
a member of that service ought, under the special circumstances 
of the case, to he appointed thereto, the authority may appoint 
thereto any person who has reside,d for at least seven years in 
India and who has, before his appointment, fulfilled all the 
tests (if any) which· would be imposed in the like case on a 
member of that· service. · · · 

(2) Every such appointment shall be provisional only, and 
shall forthwith he reported to the Secretary of State, with the 
special t·easons for making it; and, unless the Secretary of State 
in Council approves the appointment, with the concurrence of 
a majority of votes at a meeting of the Council of India, and 
within twelve months froth the date of the appointment intimates 
such approval to the authority by whom the appointment was 
made, the appointment shall. be· cancelled. 
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PAm IX. A.D. 1915. 

THE INDIAN "HIGR COURTS. 

Oonstitutiot~. 

101.-(1) The high courts referred to. in this Act are the Cpnatitu· 
· high courts of judicature for the time being established in tion of high 

· • • courts. :Bntish India by letters patent. · , . 

(2) Each high court shall consist of a chief justice. and 
as many other judges as His Majesty may think fit to appoint : 
Provi!led as follows :-

(i) the Governor-General in Council may appoint persons to 
. act as additional judges of any high court, for such 
· period, not exceeding two years, as may be required; 

and the judges so appointed shall, whilst so acting, 
have all the powers of a judge of the high court 
appointed by His Majesty under this Act; 

(ii) the maximum number of judges of a high court, 
· including the chief justice and additional judges, 

shall be twenty. 

(3) A judge of a _high court must be-

(a) a barrister of England or Ireland, or a member of 
the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, of not less 
than five years' standing; or 

(b) a member of the Indian Civil Service of not less 
than ten years' standing, and having for at least 
three years ·served· as, or exercised the powers of, 
'a district judge ; or 

(c) a person having held judicial office, not inferior to 
that of a subordinate judge or a judge of a 
small cause court, for a period of not less than 
five years.; or 

(d) a person having been a pleader of a high court for 
a period of nqt less than ten years. 

(4) Provided that not less than one-third of the judges of 
a · high co~, including the chief justice but excluding 
additional judges, must be · such barristers · or advocates as 
aforesaid, and that not less than one-third must. be members of 
the Jndian Civil Service. ' · · 
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(5) The high court for the North-Western Provinces may 
be styled the high court of judicature at Allahabad, and the 
high court at Fort William in Bengal is in this Act referred 
to as the high court at Calcutta. 

102.-(1) Every judge of a high court shall hold his 
office during Hi8 Majesty's pleasure. 

(2) Any such judge may resign his office, in the case of 
the high court at Calcutta, to the Governor-General in Council, 
and in other cases to the local Government. 

103.-(1) The chief justice of a high court shall have rank 
and precedence before the other judges of the same court. 

(2) All the other judges of a high court shall have ran]' 
and pt•ecedence according to the seniority of their appointments, 
unless otherwise provided in their patents. 

104.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may fix the 
salaries, allowances, furloughs, retiring pensions, and {where 
necessary) expenses for equipment and voyage, of the chief 
justices and other judges of the several high courts, aml may 
alter them, but any such alteration shall not affer.t the salary 
of any judge appointed before the date thereof. 

(2) 'l'he remuneration fixed for a judge under this section 
shall commence on his taking upon himself the execution of 
his office, and shall be the whole profit or advantage which he 
shall enjoy from his office during his continuance therein. 

(3) If a judgo of a high court dies during his. voyage to 
India, or within six months after his arrival there, for the 
pm·pose of taking upon himself the execution of his office, the 
Secretary of State shall" pay to his legal personal representatives, 
out of the revenues of India, such a sum of money as \\ill, 
"•ith the amount received by Ol' due to him at the time of 
his death on account of salary, make up the amount of one 
ye~.u•'s salary. 

{ 4.) If a judge of a high court dies while in possession of 
his offictJ and after the expiration of six months from his 
arrival in India for the purpose of taking upon himself the 
execution of his office, the Secretary of State shall pay to his 
legal personal representatives, out of the revenues of India, 
over and above the sum due to him at the time of his death, 
a sum equal to six months' salary. 
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105.-(1) On the· occurrence of a vacancy in the offioe A.IJ. 191S. 

of chief justice of a high court, and during any absence of Provision for 
such a -chief justice, tlte Governor-General in Council in tho vncnncy in 

case of the high court at Calcutta, and the local GoYernment '11'? 01 ~<01 -01 
~ C IIC JUt'! H'O 

m other cases, shall appoint one of the other judges of the or other 

same high court to perform the duties of chief justice of the juolge. 

court, until some person has been appointed by His llfajesty 
to the office of chief justice of the court, and has entered 
on the discharge of ilie duties of that office, or until the 
chief justice ]Jas returned from his absence, as the case requires. 

(2) On the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of any 
other judge of a high court, and during any absence of any 
such judge, or on the appointment of any such judge to act 
as chief justice, the Governor-General in Council in the case of 
tl1e high court at Calcutta, and the local Government in other 
cases, may appoint a person, with such qualifications as are 
required in persons to be appointed to the high court, to act as 
a judge of ilie court ; and the person so appointed may sit 
and pel'form the duties of a judge of the court, until some 
person has l1een appointed by His Majesty to the office of 
judge of the court, and has entered on the discharge of the 
duties of the office, or until the absent fudge has returned 
from his absence, or until the Governo••-Gpneral in Council or 
the local Government, as the case may be, sees cause to cancel 
the appointment of the acting judge. · 

Juri8diction. 

106.-(1) The several high courts are courts of record Juriodiction 

and have such J. urisdiction, original and appellate, including of hi ... gb cour • 
admiralty jurisdiction in respect of offences committed on the 
high seas, and all such powers and authority over or in relation 
to tlte administration of justice, including power to appoint 
clerks and other ministerial officers of the court, and power to 
make rules for -regulating tlte practice of the court, as are 
vested in them by letters patent, and, subject to the pro
visions of any such letters patent, all such jurisdiction, powers 
and authority as are vested in those courts respectively at the 
commencement of this Act. 

(2) The high courts have not and may not exercise any 
original jurisdiction in any matter concerning the revenue, ot 

concerning any act ordered or done in the collection thereof 
D 3 45 
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A.D. 1915. nccording· to the usage and practice of the country or the law 
for the time being iu force. 

Poworl4 of 
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w ttuh .. 
ordhmto 
courts, 
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jurisdiction 
by 14inglo 
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tlivision 
COIII'f.M, 
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Gonoml in 
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alter locnl 
limits of 
jurit~diotiou 
of high 
courts. 

107. Each of the high r.ourts has superintendence over all 
courts for the time being subject to its appellate jurisdiction, 
and may do any of the f'ollowing things, that is to say,-

( a) call for returns ; 

(b) direct the transfer of any suit or appeal from any 
such court to any other court of equal or superior 
jurisdiction ; 

(c) make and issue general rules and prescribe forms for 
regulating the practice and proceedings of such courts ; 

(d) prescribe' forms in which books, entries and nccounts 
shall be kept by the officers of .any such courts; 
and 

(e) settle tables of fees to be allowE>d to the sheriff, attorneys, 
and all clerks and officers of courts : 

Providecl that such rules, forms and tables shall not be 
inconsistent with the provisions of any Act for th!l time being 
in force, and shall require the previous approval, in the case of 
the high court at Calcutta, of the Governor-General in Council, 
and in other cases of the local Government. 

108.-(1) Each high court may by its own rules provide 
as it thinks fit for the exercise, by one or more judges, or by 
division courts constituted by two ·or more judges, of the high 
court, of the original and appellate: jurisdiqtion vested. in the 
court, 

( 2) The chief justice of · each high· court shall determine 
what' judge in ench ·case is to-sit ·alone, and what judges of 
the court, whether with or without the chief justice, are to 
constitute the several division oolirts. 

109.-(1) The Governor-General in Council may, by order, 
tl'!lllsfer any territory or place from the jurisdiction of one to 
the jurisdiction of any other of the high courts, and authorise 
any high court to exercise all or any portion of its jurisdiction 
in any part of British India not included within the limits for 
which the high court was established, and also to exercise any 
such jurisdic~ion in respect of Christian subjects of His Majesty 
resident in any part of India outside British India. · 
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(2) The Governor-General in Council shall transmit to the .A.D. 1915. 
Secretary of State an authentic copy of every order made under 
this section. 

(3), His Majesty may signify, through the Secretary of State 
in Council, his disallowance of any such order, and such dis
allowance shall make voi1l and annul the order as from the 
day on which the governor-generdl notifies that he has received 
intimation of the disallowance, but no act done by any high 
court before such notification shall be deemed invalid by 
reason only of such disallowanCJl. 

110.-(1) The governor-general, each governor, and each of Exemption 

the members of their respective executive councils, shall not- ~~~o~u~;
(a) be subject to the original jurisdiction of any high court high court. 

by reason of anything counselled, ordered or done by 
any of them in hw public capacity only ; nor 

(b) be liable to be arrested or imprisoned in any suit or 
proceeding in any high court acting in the exercise 
of its original jurisdiction ; nor 

(c) be subject to the original criminal jurisdiction of any 
high court in respect of any offence not being treason 
or felony .. 

(2) The· exemption under. this sect.ion from liability to arrest 
and imprisonment shall extend also to the chief justices and other 
judges of the several high courts. 

111. The order . in writing of the Governor-General in Written 

C . il " , t. ball' • ed' . '1 • • 1 order by ounc "or any ac. s .. , m any proce mg, CIVI or cr1mma , governor-
in any high court acting in the exercise of its original juris- !!""?':"1 . 
diction be a full J"ustification of the act except so far as the l"'11fi••.11011 

, ' for act 1n 
order extends to any European British subject; but nothing in any court in 

this section shall exempt the governor-general, or any member Indio. 

of his executive council, or any person acting under their 
orders, from any proceedings in respect of any such act before 
any competent Court in England. 

Law to be administered, 

112. The high courts at Calcutta, 1\Iadras and Bombay, in Law to,,. 
the exercise of their original jurisdiction in suits a,<YRinst inbabi- ~mini•terfcJ 

. JD Cll8el! 0 

tants of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, as the case may be, shall, inherituuce 

in matters of inheritance and succession to Ian~, rents and goods, and .•uc-
. D 4 . 47 cession. 
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A.D. 1915. and in matters of contract and dealing between party and party, 
·when both parties are subject to the same personal law or 
custom having the force of law, decide according to that 
personnl law or custom, and when the parties are subject to 
different personal laws or customs having the force of law, 
decide according to the law or custom to which the defendant 

t>owt!l' to 
o~tnl,\iHh 
ntltliriounl 
high l'OllrLfl, 

ApJmint
mcnt nncl 
powcrB of 
nci\"OCILtC

gcncrnl. 

J nristliction 
o£ Imlinn 
bh~hops. 

is subject. · 

• Additional Higlt Oow·ts • . 
113. His Mnjest.y may, if be sees fit, lly letters patent, 

establish a high court of judicnture in any territory in British 
Indin, whether or not included within the limits of the local 
jurisdiction of another high court, and confer on any high court 
so established any such jurisdiction, powers and authority as 
are vested in or may be conferred on any high court existing 
at the commencement of tllis Agt; and, where a high court is 
so established in any area inclucled within the limits of the 
local jurisdiction of another high court, His :Majesty may, by 
letters patent, alter those limits, and make such incidental, 
consequential and supplemental provisions as may appear to be 
nece.•snt·y by reason of the alteration. 

Advocate-Ge11eral. 

114.-(1) His Majesty may, by warrant under His Royal 
Sign Manual, appoint an advocate-general for each of the 
presidomcies of Bengal, Madras and Bombay. 

(2) The advocate-general for each of those presidencies may 
take on behalf of His Majesty such proceedings as may be 
taken by His Majesty's Attorney-General in England. 

PART X. 
EccLESIASTICAL EsTABLISHMENT. 

115.-(1) The bishops of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay 
have and may exercise within their respective dioceses such 
episcopal functions, and such ecclesiastical jurisdiction' for the 
superintendence and good governm·ent of the ministers of . the 
Church of England therein, as His l\Iajesty may, by letters 
patent, dit-eot. 

(2) The Bishop of Calcutta is the Metropolitan Bishop in 
India, subject nevertheless to the general superintendence and 
revision of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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(3) Each of the bishops of Madras and Bomlmy is subject A.ll. 1915. 

to the Bishop of Calcutta as such Metropolitan, and must at 
the time of his appointment to his bishopric, or at the time of 
his consecration as bishop, take an oath of obedience to the 
Bishop of Calcutta, in such manner as His Majesty, by letters 
patent, ,may oo pleased to direct. 

(4) His Majesty may, by letters patent, vary the limits of 
the dioceses of Calcutta, llfadras and Bombay. . 

(5) Nothing in this Act or in any such letters patent as 
aforesaid shall prevent any person who is or has been bishop 
of any diocese in India from performing episcopal functions, 
not extending to the exercise of jurisdiction, in any diocese or 
reputed diocese at the request of the bishop thereof. 

116.-(1) The Bishop of Calcutta may admit into the holy hwcr to 

orders of deacon or priest any person whom he, on examination, j"ljnit ~ 
deems duly qualified specially for the purpose of taking on 

10 
Y 

0 
ors. 

himself the cure of souls, or officiating in any spiritual capacity, 
within the limits of the dlo.cese of ·calcutta, ancl residing therein. 

(2) The deposit with the bishop of a declaration of such a 
purpose, and a written engagement to perform the same, signed 
by the person seeking ordination, shall he a sufficient title with 
a view to his ordination. 

(3) It must be distinctly stated in the letters of ordination 
of every person so admitted to holy orders · that he has been 
ordained for the cure of souls within the limits of the diocese 
of Calcutta only. · 

(4) Unless a person so admitted is a British subject of or 
-belonging to the United Kingdom, he shall not he required to 
take the oaths and make the subscriptions which persons ordained 
in England are required to take and make. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall affect any letters patent 
issued by His Majesty: 

117. If any person under the degree of bishop is appointed Consecration 

to the bishopric of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, being at the ;~f.f:O~" 
time of his appointment resident in India, the Archbishop of in In~lin 
Canterbury if so required to do by His Majesty by letters "1 PP1 """~"' ' II!' JOpnc. 
patent, may issue a commission under his hand and seal, directed 
to the two remaining bishops, authorising and charging them 
to perform all requisite ceremonies for the consecration of the 
person so to be appointed. 
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118.-(1) The bi,hops and archdeacons of Calcutta, Madras 
and Bombay are appointed by His Majesty by letters patent, 
and there may lm paid to them, or to any of them, out of the 
revenues of India, such salaries and allowances as may be 
fixed by the Secretary of State in Council ; but any power of 
alteration under this enactment shall not be exerci~ed so as to 
impose any additional charge on the revenues of India. 

(2) The remuneration fixed for a bishop or archdeacon under 
this section shall commence on his taking upon himself the 
execution of his office, and. be the whole profit or advantage 
which he shall enjoy from his office during his continuance 
therein, and continue so long as he exercises the functions of 
his office. 

(3) There shall be paid out of the revenues of India the 
expenses of visitations of the said bishops, but no greater sum 
may be issued on account of those expenses than is allowed by 
the Secretary of State in Council. 

119.-(1) If the Bishop of Calcutta dies during his 
voyage to India for the purpose of taking upon himself the 
execution of his office, or if the Bishop of Calcutta, Madras 
or Bombay dies within six months after his arrival there 
for that purpose, the. Secretary of State shall pay to his legal 
pet•sonal representat,ives, out of the revenues of India, such a 
sum of money as will, with the amount received by or due to 
him t\t the time of his death on account of salary, make up 
the amount of one year's salary. 

(2) If the Bishop of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay dies 
while in possession of his office and after the expiration of 
six months from his arrival in India for the purpose of taking 
upon himself the execution of his office, the Secretary of· State 
shall pay to his legal personal representatives, out .of the 
revenues of India, over and above the sum due to him at the 
time of his death, a sum equal to six mouths' salary. 

120. His l\Iajesty may, by warrant under the Royal 
Sign Manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
gt•tmt, out of the revenues of India, to any Bishop of Calcutta 
a pension not ex<;eeding fifteen hundred pounds per annum if 
he lms resided in India as Bi,hop of Calcutta, Mtuhas or 
Bombay or archdeat'on for ten years, or one thousand pounds 
per nnnum if he has resided in India as Bishop of Calcutta 
for seven years, or seven hundred and fifty pounds per nnnum 
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if he has resided in India II.'! Bishop of Calcutta for five years, A.D. 1915. 

or to any Bishop of Madras or Bombay a pension not exceeding 
eight hundred pounds per annum, to be paid quarterly, if he 
has resided in British India as such bishop for fifteen years. 

121. His Majesty may make such rules as to the leave Furlough 

of absence of the Bishops of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay on rules. 

furlough or medical certificate as seem to His Majesty expedient. 

122.-(1) Two members of the establishment of chaplains J;stahli•h· 

maintained in each of the presidencies of Bengal, Madras and m
1
ont

1
o! f 

. • c mp nms o 
Bombay must always be mllliSters of the Church of Scotland, Church of 
and· shall be entitled to have, out of the revenues of India, Scotl .. nd. 

such salary as is from time to time allotted to the military 
chaplains in the several presidencies. 

(2) The ministers so appointed chaplains must be ordained 
and inducted by the presbytery of Edinburgh according to the 
forms and solemniti.,s used in the Church of Scotland, and shall 
be subject to the spiritual and ~cclesiastical jurisdiction in all 
things of the presbytery of Edinburgh, whose judgments shall 
~ subject to dissent, protest and appeal to the Provincial Synod 
of· Lothian and Tweeddale and to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. 

' 

• 

123. Nothing in this Act shall prevent the Governor- Saving •• 

General in Cou. neil from granting, with the sanction of tha to grout. to 
Christiom~. 

Secretary of State in Council, to any sect, persuasion, or com-
munity ·of Christians, not being of the Church of England or 
Church of Scotland, such sums of money as may be expedient. 
for the purpose of instruction or for the maintenance of places 
of worship. 

PART XI. 

OFFENCES, PROCEDURE AND PENALTIES. 

124. If any person holding office under the Crown in Certolu octo 
to be mi.,. 

India does any of the following things, that is to say,- dcmcaaoun. 

· (1) if lie oppresses any British subject within his jurisdiction Oppressiou. 

or in the exercise of his authority ; or 

(2) if (except in case of necessity, the burden of proving Wilf~l dis
which shall be on him) he wilfully disobeys, or ooohence. 

wilfully 'omits, forbears or neglects to execute, any 
orders or instructions of the Secretary of State; or 
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(3) if he is guilty of any wilful breach of the trust and 
duty of his office ; or 

if, lming the governor-general, or a governor, lieutenant
governor or chief commissioner, or a member of the 
executive council of the governor-general or of a 
governor or lieutenant-governor, or being a person 
employed or concerned in the collection of revenue or 
the administration of justice, he is concerned in, or 
hn.,q any dealings or transactions by way of, trade or 
businc.•s in any part of India, for the benefit either 
of himMeif or of any other person, otherwise than as a 
~hnreholder in any joint stock company or trading 
corporation ; ot• 

(li) if lm demands, accepts or receives, by himself or another, 
in the discharge of his office, any gift, gratuity or 
reward, pecuniary or otherwise, or any promise of 
the same, except in accordance with such rules as 
may bo made by the Secretary of l:ltate as to the 
receipt of pt•esents, and except in the case of fees 
paicl or payable to harri•ters, physicians, surgeons and 
chaplains in the way of their respective professions, 

he shall he guilty of a misdemeanour; and if he is convicted 
of having clemamlecl, acccptecl or receivecl any such gift, gratuity 
or reward, the same, or the full value thereof, shall be forfeited 
to the Crown, and the court may order that the gift, gratuity 
or reward, or nny part thereof, be l'Cstored to the person who gave 
it, or be given to the prosecutor or informer, ami that the whole 
or any part of any fine imposed on the offender be paid or given to 
the prosecutor or informer, as the court may direct. 

125.-(1) If any European British subject, without the 
previous consent in writing of the Secretary of State in 
Council or of the Governor-General in Council or of a local 
Government, by himself or another,-

(a) lends any money or other valuable thing to ·any 
prince or chief in India ; or 

(b) is concerned in lending money to, or rmsmg or pro
curing money for, any such prince or chief, or 
becomes security for the repayment of any such 
money; or 
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(c) lends any money or other valuable thing to any other A.D. 1915. 

peJ,1!0n for -the purpose of being lent to any such 
prjnce or chief ; or 

(d) takes, holds, or is concerned in any bond, note or other 
security granted by any such prince or chief for 
the repayment of any loan or money herein-before 
referred to, 

he shall be guilty of a misdemeanour. 

(2) Every bond, note, or security for money, of what kind 
or nature soever, taken, held or enjoyed, either directly or 
indirectly, for the use and benefit of any European British 
subject, contrary to the intent of this section, shall be void. 

126.-(1) If any !Jerson carries on, mediately or im- Cnrr)ing ou 

mediately, any illicit correspondence, dangerous to the peace or dangorouo 

af t f t f B •t• h lnd" . h • h" I d corrospon· s e y o any par o r1 IS 1a, mt any prmce, c 1ef, an - dence. 

holder or other person having authority in India, or with the 
commander, governor, or president of any foreign European 
settlement in India, or any correspondence, contrary to the rules 
and orders of the Secretary of State or of the Governor-General 
in Council or a Governor in Council, he shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanour ; and the governor-general or governor may issue 
a warrant for securing and detaining in custody any person 
suspected of carrying on any such correspondence. 

(2) If, on examination taken on oath in writing of any 
credible witness before the Governor-General in Council or the 
Governor in Council, there appP-ar reasonable grounds for the 
charge, the governor-general or governor may commit the 
person suspected or accused to safe custody, and shall 
witllin a reasonable time, not exceeding five days, cause to 
be delivered to him a copy of the charge on which he is 
committed. 

(3) The person charged may deliver his defencfl in writing, 
with a list of such witnesses as he may desire to be examined 
in support thereof. 

(4) The witnesses in support of the charge and of the 
defence shall be examined and cross-examined on oath in the 
presence of the person charged, and their depositions and exami
nation shall be taken down in writing. 

(5) If, notwithstanding the defence, . there appear to the 
Governor-General in Council or Governor in Council reasonable 
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A.D. lUlu. grounds for the charge aml for continuing the confinement, the 
person charged shall remain in custody until he is brought to 
trial in India or sent to England for trial. 

l'rusocution 
o[ oHOnco!J in 
Enghuul. 

J,imitation 
for pro~tocu· 
tious iu 
llrititih 
India. 

J>onaltios. 

( 6) All such examinations and proceedings, or attested · 
copies thereof under the seal of the high court, shall be sent 
to the Sccretnry of State as soon as may be, in order to their 
being produced in evidence on the trial of the person charged 
in the event of his being sent for trial to England. 

(7) If any such person is to lJe sent to England, the 
governor-general or governor, as the case may be, shall· cause 
him to be so sent at the first convenient opportunity, unless he 
is disabled by illness from undertaking the voyage, in which 
case he shall be so sent 118 soon. as his state of health will 
safely admit thereof. 

(8) The examinations and proceedings transmitted ill pur
suance of this section shall be received as evidence in all courts 
of law, subject to any just exceptions as to the competency of 
the witnesses. 

127.- (1) If any person holding office under the C1·own in 
India commits any offence under this Act, or any offence 
against any person within his jurisdiction or subject to his 
authority, the offence may, without prejudice to any other 
jurisdiction, be inquired of, heard, tried and determined before 
His Majesty's High Comt of Justice, and be dealt with as if 
committed in the county of Middlesex. 

(2) Every British subject shall be amenable to all courts 
of justice in the United Kingdom, of competent jurisdiction to 
try olrences committed in India, for any offence committed 
within India and outside British India, 118 if the offence ha<l 
been committed within British India. 

128. Every prosecution· before a high court in British 
India in respect of any offence referred to in the last fore
going section must be commenced within six years after the 
commission of the olrence. 

129. If any person commits any offence referred to in 
this Act he shall be liable to such fine or imprisonment or 
both 118 the court thinks fit, and shall be liable, at the discre
tion of the court, to be adjudged to be incapable. of serving 
the Crown in India in any office, civil or military; and, [if he 
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is convicted in British India by a high court, the court may ·A.D. 1915. 
order that he be sent to Great Britain. 

PART XII. 
SUI'l'LEMENTAL. 

:Repeal of Acts. 

130. The Acts specified in the Fourth Schedule to this Repeal.• 
Act are hereby repealed, to the extent mentioned in the _third 
column of that Schedule: 

Provided that this repeal shall not affect-
(a) the validity of any law, charter, letters patent, 

Order in Council, warrant, proclamation, notifica
tion, rule, resolution, order, regulation, direction 
,or contract made, or form J.>re•cribed, or table 
settled, under any enactment ht'reby repealed and 
in force at the commencement of this Act, or 

(b) the validity of any appointment, or any grant or 
appropriation of money or property, made under 
any enactment hereby repealed, or 

(c) the tenure of office, conditions of service, terms of 
remuneration or right to pension of any officer 
appointed before the commencement of this Act. . . 

Savings. 

131.-(1) Nothing in this Act shall derogate from any Saving .. 

rights vested in His Majesty, or any powers of the Secretary 1? f"'"';,d 
of State in Council, in relation to the government of India. rog '

1
' 

011 

powcl'l!. 

(2) Nothing in this Act shall affect the power of Parlin
ment to control the proceedings of the Governor-General in 
Council, or to repeal or altor any law made by any authority 
in British India, or to legislate for Briti~h India and the 
inhabitants thereof. 

(3) Nothing in this Act shall affect the power of the 
Governor-General in Legislative Council to repeal or alter 
any of the provisions mentioned in the Fifth Schedule to this 
Act, or the validity of any previous exercise of this power. 

132. All treaties made by the East India Company, so Treati .. , 

far as they are in force at the commencement of this Act, are COfldtra1. "b
1~1 . 

His Ma · d ll mad d 1' bill" an 
18 

ll-binding on Jesty, an a contracts e an I& t1es tiea of Eaat 
incurred by the East India Company may, so far as they are India Com-
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A.ll. 1915. outstanding at the commencement of this Act, ·be enforced by 
and against the Secretary of State in Council. 

Or1lcrK of 
Elust lndiB
Compnny. 

Doftuitionet. 

Short title 
and com .. 
ruonaomcut. 

133. All orders, regulations and directions lawfully mrule or 
given by the Court of Directors of the East India Company, or 
by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, are, so far as 
they are in force at the commencement of this Act, deemed to 
be orders, rules and directions made or given by the Secretary 
of State under this Act. 

1Jefinitioll8, Short Title and Oommencement. 

134. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,

(1) " Governor-General in Council" means the governor
general in executive council; 

(2) " Governor in Council" means a governor in executive 
counc~; 

(3) "Lieutenant-Governor in Council" means a lieutenant
governor in executive council ; 

(4) "local Government" means a Governor in Coun«?il, 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, lieutenant-governbr 
or chief commissioner ; • 

(5) "office" includes place and employment; 

(6) "province" includes a presidency; and 

(7) references to rules made 11.nder this Act include 
rules or regulations mrule under any enactment 
hereby repealed, until they are altered under this 
Act. 

135. 'l'his Act may be cited as the Government of India 
Act, 1915, and shall come into operation on the first day of 
January one thousand nine hundred and sixteen. 
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SCHEDULES. 

. FIRST SCHEDULE. 

llixrMUH. NUMBER 01!' NOMI~ATED llR ELECTED MEMBERS 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS. 
01!' 

Lcgia1t~.tit'«.> CounciL lfnxlmu•n 
Number. 

Indian Legislative Council 
Local Legislative Councils

Bengal J~egislative Council 
Madras Legislative Council 
Bombny Legislative Council -
Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council 
Unil.ed Provinces Legislative Council 
Punjab Legislative Council· -
Burma J...egislntive Council 
Assam Legislative Council 
Central Provinces Legislative Council 

Sixty. 

Fifty. 
Fifty. 
Fifty. 

- Fifty. 
Fifty. 

- Thirty. 
- Thirty. 

Thirty. 
Thirty. 

Lcgislo.tivo Council of tho lieutenant-governor of any province 
bercnfter constituted - - . Tbir~y. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

OFFICIAL SALARIES, &c. 

Officer. Maximum annual salary. 

' 

Governor-General of India Two hundred and fifty-six thousand 
rupees. 

Governor 

Commander-in-Chief of His Ma
jesty's forces in India. 

Lieutenant-Governor -
Ordinary member o! the governor

general's executive council. 
Member of a governor's P.xecutive 

council. 

One hundred and twenty-eight thou
sand rupees. 

One hundred thousand rupees. 

One htmdred thousand rupees. .. 
Sixty-four thousand rupeeti. 

--------~~----L~~~~~----~
• No statutory maximum has been fixed. 
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'fRIRD SCHEDULE. 

OFFICES RESERVED TO THE INDIAN Crvn, SERVICE. 

Part I.-General. 
1. Secretaries, joint secretaries, deputy secretaries and under secre

taries to the severo! Governments in India, except the secretaries, joint 
secretaries, deputy secretaries and under secretaries in the Army, Marine 
and Public Works Departments. 

2. Accountants-general. 

3. Members of the Board of Revenue in the presidencies . of 
Bengal and Mndras, the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh and the 
Province of Bihar and OriSRa. 

4. Secretaries to those Boards of Revenue. 

5. Comn1issioners of customs, salt, excise and opium. 

6. Opium agent. 

Part IL-O.ffices in tlte proDince8 which were known in the 
year 1861 aa " Regulation Provi1wes." 

7. District and sessions judges. 
8. Additional district or sessions judges and assistant ReRSions 

judges. 

9. District magistrates. 

10. Joint magistrates. 

11. Assistant magistrates. 

12. Commissioners of revenue. 

13. Collectors of revenue, or chief revenu~ officers of disbicts. 

14. Assistant collectors. 
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FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

.A.CTS REPEALED. 

Session and I Short Title. 
Chapter. B:r.tent of Repeal. 

10 Geo. 3, The East India Company Act, Tho whole Act. 
c. 47. 1770. 

13 Geo. 3, The East IndiA Company Act, Tho whole Act, except sections 
c. 63. 1772. forty-two, forty-throe aud 

forty-five. 

21 Geo. 3, The East India Company Act, The whole .Act, except section 
c. 70. 1780. ~ightcen. 

26 Geo. 3 • The East India Company Act, Section thirty-eight. 
c. 57. 1786. 

33 Geo. 3, The EBSt India Company Act, The whole Act. 
c. 52. 1793. 

37 Geo. 3, The East IndiA Act, 1797 • 
c. 142. 

- The whole Act, except acction 
twelve. 

39 & 40Geo. 
3, c. 79. 

53 Geo. 8, 
c. 155. 

55 Geo. 3, 
c. 84. 

4 Geo. 4, 
c. 71. 

6 Goo. 4, 
c. 85. 

7 Geo. 4, 
c. 56. 

3 & 4 WiU.4, 
c. 85. 

5 & 6 Wi11.4, 
c. 52. 

7 Will. 4 and 
I Viet., 
c. 47. 

The Government of India Act, Tho whole Act. 
1800. 

The East India Company Act, The whole Act. 
1813. 

The indiait Presidency Towns The whole Act; 
Act, 1815. 

The Indian Bishops and Courts The whole Act. 
Act, 1823. 

The IndiAn ·Salaries and Pen- The whole Act. 
siona Act, 1825. 

The East India Officers' Act, The whole Act. 
1826. 

'l'b., Government of India Act, 
1833. 

Tho India (North-West Pro
vinces) Act, 1835. 

The India Officers' Salaries Act, 
1837. 

The whole Ad, except soc&.ioo 
one hundred aod twelve. 

The whole Act, 

The whole Act. 

.-t' 
5 & 6 Viet., Tho Indian Bishops Act, 1842 • The whole Act. 

c. 119. 
E2 59 
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Kc:!Mion nnd 
Chnpter. 

Short Title. Extent o[ Repenl. 

16 & 17 Viet., Tho Govornment of India ·Act, The whole Act. 
u. 95, I H53. 

17 & I~ Viet., 
c. 77. 

Tho Government of India.. Act, 
1854. . 

21 & 22 Viet., Tho Government of Indio. Act, 
e. 106. 1858. 

22 & 23 Viet., 
c. 41. 

'!'bo Government or Intlia Act, 
1859. 

The whole Act. 

Tho whole Act, except section 
four. 

The whole Aet. 

23 &'2·1 Viet., The European . Forces (India) Tho whole Act. 
c.'IOO. Act, IH60. 

28 &24 Viet., Tho East Imlia Stock Act, 1~60 The whole Act, ~xcepl section 
o, 102, six. 

24 & 25 Viet., Tho Indian Civil Service Act, The whole Act. 
•• 54. 1861. 

24 & 25 Viet., Tho Indian Conncils Act, 1861 • The whole Act. 
c. 67. 

24 & 25 Viet,, The Indian High Courts Aet, The whole Act. 
•• 10·1, 1861. 

28 & 29 Viet., Tho lndintt Higl1 Courts Act, The whole Act ... 
c. 15. 1860. 

28 & ~9 Viet., Tho Government of Indio Act, The whole Act. 
o. 17. 1865. 

32 & Sa Viet., 'l'ho Government of Indio. Act" Tho whole Act. 
o. 97. 1869. 

32 & 33 Viet., 'fhe Indian Councils Act, 1~69 • Tho whole Ac• • 
•• 98. 

88 & 3·1 Viet., Tho Government of India Act, The whole Act . 
•• 8. 1870. . 

83 & 34 Viet., Tho Enst India Contracts Aot, Tho whole Act, 
o. 59. 1870. 

34 & 85 Viot., Tho Indinn Councils Act, 1871 ·I The whole Act. 
o. 84. 

Sol & 35 Viet., Tho Indian Bishops Act, 1R71 • Tho whole AcL 
•• 62. 

37 & 38 Viet., 'fho East India Loan Aot, 1874. Soction fiFteen • 
•• 3. 

37 & 38 Viet., 1.'bo Coloninl Clergy Act, 187 4 • Sec !.ion tbirtoen. 
c. 77. 

GO 
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I ,_ 

ScMion and 
Chapter. Short Title. • .. 1 BxiA!nt of RepeAl. 

37 & 38 Viol., The Indian Councils Act, 1874 • The \Yhole Act. 
c. 91. 

4! Viet., c. 3. Tbo Indian Salaries and Allow- "fho whole Act. 
-nnces Act, 1880. 

44 & 45 Viet., The India Office Auditor Act, The whole Act. 
•. 63. 1881 •. 

,, 

47 & 48 Viet:, The Indian Marine Hervice Act, Sections two, three, four and. l 
c. 38. 18R4. · five. · 

·55 & 56 Viet., The Indian Coun?ils Act, 1892 • The whole Act. 
.•• 14. 

a Edw. 7, Tho Conlrncta (Iodin Office) Tho whole Act. 
c. 11. Act, 1903. 

4 Edw. 7, Tho Indian Councils Act, 1904 • Tho whole Act. 
c. 26: 

7 Edw. 7, · The Council of India Act, 1907. The whole Act, 
c. 35. 

·9 Edw. 7, Tho Indian Councils Act, 1909 • The whole Act. 
c. 4. 

1&2Gco.5, 
c. 18. 

l&2Geo.5, 
c. 25. 

2 & a.Geo. 5, 
c."6. 

The Indian High Courla Act, Tho whole Act. 
1911. . 

Tbe Government of India. Act The whole Act. 
Amendment Act. 1911. 

"rho Government of India Act, Tho whole Act. 
1912. 
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FIFTH SCHEDULE. 

PROVISIONS' OP THI~· ACT WHICH MAY DE REPEALED OR ALTERED 

DY TnE GoVERNOR-GENERAL. IN LEGISLATIVE CouNCIL • . . 

Sect.! on. 

16 

83, tho hll't twenty words 

40 (1) 

41 (1 ), tho words u tho Govcr
u nor .. Gonornl in Conucil 
u shall ho bound by tho 
" opinion nod decision of 
" tho mn~ority of those 
u present.' 

H (-1) • 

43 (2). 

I 
43 (3). 

44 

45 {2). 

47 (3). 

49(1)-

50 (2). 

50 (3). 

62 

Subject, 

TransruiBsion of intormation by the Govcroor
Goncrn.l in Council to the Secretary of State. 

ObcJ.ienco of Govcruor-Genornl in Council to orders 
of Secretary of State. 

Fonn and signature of proccotliogs of Govcrnor
Gooorol in Council. 

GoVomor-Goncro.l in Council to bo bound by the 
olJinion and deciHioO of tho majority of the 
nloml.lors prCAont at a meeting of tho executive 
council. 

Restriction of powers of governor-general in acting 
against tho opinion of the majority present at o. 
mcotiug of his e:s:ecutivt' ~ouneil. 

Orders by govornor·gcnoral to local Governments 
or officen1 or servants during nb!looce from lnD 
cxocut.ivo council. 

Suspension by Secretary of State in Council of the 
power to issue onlers under section 43 (2). 

Restrictions on power of Governor-General in 
Council to make war or treaty. 

Restrictions on power of local Government to IIUlke 
war or treaty; punishment of officen1 disobeying 
orders of Govornor-Goneml in Council under this 
sub-section. 

Commander-in-chief when to be a member of a 
governor's executive council. 

[i'orm and signature of proceedings of Governor-in
Council. 

Power of governor to act against the opinion of the 
majority present at a meeting of his executive 
council. 

Written communications, and signatu~ in such 
cases-
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l'oclion. \ Subject. 

50(·1)-

51, first pnrngrnph, the last 
twch·o wortls. 

51, p·roviso 

62 

104 (2) 

104 (3), (4) 

106 

108 (1) 

109 

110 

ll1 

112 

Rc~lriction on powers of governor in acting ngnin!!J ~ 
tho opinion of the majority present nt a meeting 
of hiK executive counciL 

Powers of mcmhcr of g-ovemor•s executive eouneil 
prcsilling in nLsoncc of govcn10r. 

Go,·onJor's llignntnro to proceedings of meeting held 
in his absence. 

Power to extend limits of presidency-towns. 

Commencement and exclusiveness of official remnnorn
tion of judge!! of high courts. 

Payments to representatiyes of deceased judges of 
high courts. 

J urisdietion, powers and authority ol high courts. 

Exercise of jurisdiction of high court by single 
judges or division courts. 

Power for Govcmor-Goneml in Council to niter 
local limits of jurisdiction or high courts, etc. 

Exemption from jurisdiction or high courts. 

Written order by Governor-GenerRI in Council n. 
justification for act in high court. 

Law to he administered in cosee of" inheritance, 
succession, contmct nod dealing between party and 
party. 

114 (2) 

116 

.. • Pow~rs of advocate-general. 

118 (2}-so far as it relates 
to the Bishop of Calcutta 
and archdencons. 

118 (3)-so far as it relates 
to the Bishop of Calcutta. 

119-so far as it rclutcs to the 
Bishop of Calcutta. 

120---so far as it rolntcs to 
residence of the Bishop of 
Calcutta a.s such bishop or 
as archdeacon. 

124 (1) 

Power of Bishop of Calcutta to admit to holy orders. 

Commeocemen~ exclusiveness and continuance of 
official remuneration. 

Expenses of visitation!. 

Payments to representatives of deceased bishop. 

Pensions. 

Oppression 

63 
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.- • 124(·1)-•o Car ao it ro1nteo Trrnliug • 
.-. .to ]lcnons employed or con

cerned in tho collcctioo of 
rovonuo or tbo administra
tion of jualico. 

124 (5)-!lo Car ao it ro1oteH 
to porson11 olhor thun tho 
governor gonornl, n 

Uccciving present&. 

governor, or n. mom bor of 
tho oxoautivo council of 
tho go1"ornor-gonoral or .. of 

.. · 
n governor. "" 

125 

12G 

127 . 

128 

129 

Loons to princns or chiefs •. 

-· Carrying on d"ngerous corrospondcnoo. 

Prosecution of offoucos in the United Kingdom. 
I 

Limitation for ])tosociiti~ns h\ B.fitish Indio. 
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