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FOREWORD:.

I have been asked to write a foreword to Mr, Mande’s
Scheme of Aduli Education, and I do so with very great
ﬁleasure because I feel that he is most fitted by his
academic qualifications and his very long experience
as Adult Hducation Inspector in the Co-operative
Department to do this work in the best possible way.

Mr. Mande is a graduate of the Fergusson College,
Poona and he holds a Master's Degree in Education from
the Teachers’ College of the Columbia University, New
York. In America he had the privilege of working under
Dr. John Dewey, Kilpatrick, Paul Munroe, Bagley
Russel and others. In 1924-25 he conducted arn
experiment in mass literacy in the Central Jail of Nagpur
and prepared a Scheme of Mass Education which was
published by the Young Men's Indian Association, Nagpur
in 1925. Thkis Scheme was very highly spoken of by
Sir M. V. Joshi, Kt., the then Home-Member to the
Central Provinces Government, Captain N. S. Jatar M. A.,
jSuperintendent., Central Jail, Nagpur, Inspector of
Schools, Nagpur Circle and many others. Miss A. B.
Van Doren of National Christian Council, Nagpur, after
reading his scheme wrote about him to Mr. Hazlett,
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Principul of the Ewing Christian Co]lege, Allzhabad,
October last as follows : —

“ He was evidently a prophet horn before his time,
and a fore-runner of many who are mow working along
these same lines. I think it would cheer him to find
out how much that he advocated 12 years ago is now
béing accomplished and I believe he would be an ardent
worker in this cause.”

From 1929 to 1935 Mr. Mande was in charge of
Rural Reconstruction work in the Masodha Co-operative
Aren in the Fyzabad District. Here he had good
opportunity of putting his Scheme of Mass Educatien
to practical test and he has profited muck by this
experience. His present scheme of Adult Education is’
undoubtedly very practical and combines cheapness with
good results within a period of one year only.

There are some people who advocate such a Scheme.
of Adult Educntion as would enable an adult to learn
reading within six weeks. I am afraid that an
adult who acquires a little knowledge of the Hindi
alphabets within six weeks will very likely forget it
within the same period and thus the literacy will not be
stable st all. Mr. Mande's scheme does not promise to
perform any miracle of turning an illiterate person into
a literate one within six weeks, but it aims at making
him & better citizen with permanent knowledge of
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reading, writing, arithmetic and other important subjects
‘within a period of one year only. '

In a country where more than 90 per cent. of the
people are illiterate, the importance of Adult Education
cannot be over-estimated. The Co-operative Department
of United Provinces has already accepted Mr. Mande's
scheme and is running very successfully a few adult
schools on the lines recommended by him. Unfortunately
the amount of money provided by the United Provinces
Government for adult schools is exiremely small and
totally inadequate. Therefore in spite of Mr. Mande's
scheme being thoroughly practical it could not be
introduced in more than 100 villages. Moreover the
success of the Scheme also depends upon the extent
of co-operation received from the people of the locality.
With the present rate of progress many centuries must
elapse béfore all the adults living in rural areas become
literate,

If we are anxious to remove illiteracy from India
within a period of five years, a comprehensive scheme
of opening adult schools in every village should be
immediately drawn up by the Provincial Governments
in consultation with Provincial Liegislatures. With the
ipauguration of Provincial Autonomy in India the entire
responsibility of advancing education and diffusing the
knowledge amongst the masses has now fallen upon
the Ministers who are responsible to the Liegislature.
It is because I am fully convinced that Mr. Mande’s
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Scheme is thoroughly practical and at the same time
it is very cheap that I very strongly commend it to
the Provincial Governments, members of Provincial
Legislatures, and a}l those who are interested in the
problem of Adult Education in India,

) DAYA SHANKAR DUBEY,
M. A, LL. B,

Lecturer in Economics,

)} Allahabad University.

DARAGANI, ALLAHABAD: !
Sth November, 1987, |:



PREFACE.

In October 1925, T had published a book entitled:
“A Scheme of Mass Hducation ”, in which I had
incorporated the results of an experiment in adult
literacy, which I had conducted in that year for six
months in the Central Jail, Nagpur. The advocacy of
breaking a new line in the spread of literacy and general-
information as a direct educational approach to the
citizens to give usimmediate results in the social regenera--
tion of the country, though well received in the press, was.
stilf a cry in the wilderness. During the twelve years
that have now elapsed, this advocacy has been gathering
force and many a worker is in the field to promote
education and literacy amnngst the adults. Efforts of
Mr. Bhagwat of Poona, those of Mr. McKee in Mogha ;
of Sir Daniel in Telgn letters; and lastly those of
Dr. Frank Liuback, need special mention. The march
of political, social and economic events have been adding
poiantedness to the force of this advocacy. Ia particular,
the continuous failure of good harvests and the precipitous.
fall in prices, have all of a sudden, drawn attention of the
thinking public to the problemz of Rural Reconstruction
and to the search of the fundamental causes for the
deterioration of the rural population. Several measures
of relief and development are thought of and it is certain,
that some would be given effect to. Along with these-
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it is pleaded that there should be a nation-wide drive - a
kind of mass movement —against illiteracy and ignorance
of the adult population, in order to ensure the continuity
of the moral and material gains accruing from the
-contemplated measures of relief and development,

As an humble servant of the people and one who has
been persistently working in the field of adult education
for the last thirteen years, I place this book before the
general public for what it is worth. The aims, the
procedure and the methods of teaching advocated in the
book are accepted by the Co-operative Department,
United Provinces; I have at the same time to note that
in the matter of opinions expressed in the book, they are
mine and not necessarily shared by the department I am
working in.

Lastly it is my pleasant duty to thank Mr. Vishnu
Sshay, I. C. 8. Registrar, Co-operative  Societies,
United FProvinces; Rai Bahadur Pandit Radhe ILal
Chaturvedi, Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies and
Mr. Banwari Lal Agarwala, M. A., Assistant Registrar
Co-operative Societies, Allahabad for their guidance and
help in the prepacation of the scheme.

FATEHPUR, l g I?E? M;&N];E,
. X ddu ucalion Inspector,
10th October, 1937. j Co-operative Societies, U. P.
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