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REPORT· 

ON 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION IN BENGAL, 

18 '78-'79. 

THE Government of India, in a Resolution dated the 6th January 1879, 
forwarded to the local Government a set of statistical forms which were to 
be adopted in futuxe educational and general administration reports. A 
representation was, however, made by the Gov.er~ment of Bengal as ~o t~e 
difficulty of adapting the new forms to the ex1stmg system of educatwn m 
this province· and their introduction was accordingly postponed. The present 
report upon 'the progress of education in Bengal, for the year ending 31st 
:March 1879, is therefore based upon returns drawn up according to the old 
forms. The rules that accompanied the Resolution of the Government of 
India further prescribed the following new order of subjects for the annual 
report on education :-

I.-Introduction, containing a summary of _general statistics and of the 
year's operations. 

H.-Controlling agencies. 
III.-University education. 
IV.-Secondary ditto. 
V.-Primary ditto. 

· VI.-Schools for special or technical training. 
VII.-Scholarships. . 

VIII.-Employment of students in the public service. 
IX.-'-Books. 

This order has been generally adopted in t.he present report It has been 
thought, however, that the consideration of scholarships cannot be conveniently 
separated from that of schools; and each class of scholarships has been 
accordingly treated in full detail, in connexion with the corresponding class 
of instruction; a summary of the whole subject being again given in its proper 
place under the heading No. VII. · 

I.-GENERAL SUMMARY. 

2. Following the classification introduced into Bengal in 1877, the follow
ing table summaris~s the state ?f _education for the last two years. Every 
school that has furmshed returns IS mcluded :- · 

Superior 

Secondary 

Primary 
Special 
Female 

CLASS O:J lNSTBtJCTIOif. 

... Colleges ... ... ... 

{

Higher English schools ... 
· :Middle , , .. . 

.. · :!l!iddle vernacular schools .. . 
Lower , ·, •.• 

••• Primary schools .. • .. . 

European and Eurasian 

Total 

1878. 
r---'----. 
Schools. Pupils. 

19 2,003 
176 31,688 
572 31,618 

1,087 53,234 
1,604 56,012 

22,126 446,522 
66 3,779 

519 11,964 
49 4,580 

26,218 641,400 

1879. 
,--~~ 

Schools. Pupils. 

20 1,963 
196 36,033 
540 31,490 

1,061 52,607 
1,541 53,391 

29,270 531,064 
60 3,805 

543 12,777 
.47 4,577 

33,278 727,707 

.3. Under superior instruc~ion there is no actual gain, the increase of 
one m the number of colleges bemg due to the fact that La Martiniere has now 
~or t~e ~rst time furnished the. returns ?f its college department. Excluding 
It, With Its. 8 undergraduate pup1ls, there Is a net loss of 48 students in colleges, 
among which Government colleges have lost 15. 

GENERAL 

iD'HMABY.-



2 REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

GE~Enn 4. Secondary instruction shows a loss of 101 schools and a gain of !)CO 
sumunv. pupils. The circumstances which have brought about this considerable 

reduction in the number of schools of secondary instruction will be explained 
in their proper place. Meanwhile it may be observed, in brief anticipation of 
a fuller statement hereafter, that three causes have been in activo operation 
throughout the year, tending to reduce tho class of secondary schools and to 
diminish thei~· number. The first of these causes is common to all secondary 
schools, Enghsh and vernacular. For two years past the attention of Circle 
Inspectors bas been repeatedly and urgently called to tho "inefficient margin" 
of schools; those, namely, that have shown themselves permanently unsuccessful 
at the departmental examinations o£ their class. The results have been the 
withdrawal of grants-in-aid from a large number of middle schools which 
were declared to be inefficient and incapable of improvement, and the reduction 
of others to a lower class. The second cause is to be found in the orders of 
Government of October 1877, reconstituting middle English schools on a 
vernacular basis. These orders have had a twofold operation ; some of the 
best of the middle schools having been raised to the higher class, while others, 
in which the English teaching was found to be of no value, have been converted 
into vernacular schools. The third cause is to be found in the growinCI' 
disinclination in certain districts to aid secondary schools from the primary 
gmnt. The extension of the system of payment-by-results has caused many 
district officers to look with disfavour upon schools of this class, which are 
generally stipendiaries, and consequently occupy a large share of the district 
grant; and many middle and lower schools have in this way disappeared. 

5. These causes have operated in the following way. The overhaulinrr 
o£ inefficient aided schools has led to the withdrawal of 82 grants; namely, fiv~ 
higher English, 19 middle English, 36 middle vernacular, and 22 lower verna
cular; while seven middle vernacular schools have been reduced to the lower class. 
The orders affecting middle English schools have raised six to tho higher class 
and brought down 17 to the class below. The reduction of secondary schools 
aided from the primary and cu·cle grants has caused a loss o£ 39 middle and 
47 lower vernacular schools. On the other hand, 11 new grants-in-aid have been 
made to middle English, and 21 to middle vernacular schools; while 19 higher 
English schools and 26 middle vernacular, including many of those whose grants 
have been withdrawn, have been brought on the returns of unaided schools. 'l'bo 
net result of all these causes is an increase of 20 higher English schools, with 
4,345 pupils; and a loss o£ 32 middle English schools; of 26 middle verna
cular, eight of them being grant-in-aid schools; and of 63 lower vernacular, 
of which 15 are grant-in-aid l\Iission schools: or, more briefly, there has boon a 
loss within the field of secondary instruction of three Government schools, of 53 
grant-in-aid schools, of 86 middle and lower schools aided from the primary 
and cu·cle grants; and a gain of 41 unaided schools. 

6. The loss under secondary instruction, which, it will be observed, is a 
loss of schools only and not of pupils, is accordingly not to be regarded as a 
subject of regret. It is in fact a result of the enforcement of two useful prin
ciples: the first, that schools which have not shown themselves worthy of 
Government aid shall not continue to receive it; and the second, that the 
primary grant is to be devoted mainly to primary instruction. The necessary 
limitations in tho application of these principles will be referred to hereafter. 

7. Primary instruction sho:vs a ga~n o.f 7,144: schoo!s. aml ~4,?42 
pupils. This result is due to the mtroductwn mto many add1t10nal d1stncts 
o£ the system of rerristerinrr pathsalas either together with, or as preparatory 
to, that of payment-by-results. The bulk of the incrc.ase is found in the two 
divisions of the Behar Circle, in which the system devised by tho Inspector has 
brouo-ht 5 100 additional schools on our returns. It will of course be under-

a ' 1 d. . stood that these firrures denote no increase, at east no correspon mg mcrease, 
in the actual numl)er of schools and pupils; but merely, as has often been 
explained, that schools ah-eady existing are brought within the infiu.ence of the 
Government system with its examinations, its new standards, and 1ts methods 
of competition and impaction. From being isolated and stationm:y, they havo 

:, become orrranised and prorrressive schools,-more or less orgamsod and more 
or less pr~gressive in dift~rent parts, according to .t~e system in fo:ce ; but 
whatever improvem. ent may spring from the new conditw~s under which they 
are brotwht is to be looked for in the futul'e rather than m the present. 

b ' 
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8. Under "special i.nstructi_on" there is a l?ss of six .schools and a gain o~ 
26 pupils. The decrease Is explamcd bJ: the clos~ng of . SIX normal schools of 
the lower grades, in pursu~nce of the pohcy st~ach~y c.arned o~t by <?overnment 
for the last few years with . regard to these mstltutwns. 'lhree mdod ~ormal 
schools have also ceased to exist. Two branch madrasahs have been established; 
one supported from the Mohsin fund, and the other by a pri~ate endowment ; 
and a potty s~hool, clas~od as _industr~al, has re?oived a grant-in-aid. 
'l'urnina to the different subJects of mstructwn under this head, the number of 
student~ in the l\Iedical College has considerably increased; while on the other 
hand medical schools have lost large numbers of their pupils, as in the preceding 
year. Law classes reading for University degrees, which in 1878 showed 
a marked increase, have returned to the position of two years ago. The 
Enaineerina Department of the Presidency College, the Government vernacular 
sch~ols o£ 

0 
surveying, and the few so-called technical schools, are nearly 

stationary. 
9. The education of native girls has been extended by the addition of 

24 schools and 811 pupils. .! new Government school has been opened at Dacca, 
lona noted for its advancement in this respect, and is well attended. From 19 
aid~d schools the grants have been withdrawn on account of general inefficiency 
oi·o££ailure to comply with the conditions of the grant·in-aid rules. On the 
other hand,· 43 new schools supported from the primary grant have been opened ; 
one unaided school has ceased to exist. 

10. The foregoing classification has been based upon the nature of the 
instruction given in different classes of schools. In the following table the 
schools are classed according to the source o£ their income and the grant by which 
they are maintained :-

1878. 1879. ,.. ---.. "' 
CLASS OP I:s-STITUTJONS. Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 

Government schools and colleges 316 28,ns 307 28,423 
Grant-in-aid 

" " " 1,779 85,563 1,677 83,281 
Circle grant 

" " " 
262 10,742 287 11,947 

Primary grant , 
" " 

17,395 406,135 24,354 489,518 
Unaided 

" " ., ... 6,466 110,232 6,653 114,538 

Total ... 26,218 641,400 33,278 727,707 

11. Amongst unaided institutions it will be remembered that schools of 
primary instruction, including pathsalas, tols, and maktabs, lie altogether outside 
the scheme of Government organization, and are not affected, as all other 
unaided schools or colleges are, by the general competition for scholarships, in 
which schools of all classes above the primary are brought together, whatever be 
their relations to Government. The returns of such primary schools fluctuate 
greatly from year to year, and it is not possible to ascertain how nearly they 
represent . the actual circumstances of indigenous instruction. Their number 
has advanced on our returns from 6,084 with 86,200 pupils to 6,232 with 84,196 
pupils. Separating these, therefore, from other unaided schools, it appears that 
schools of organised instruction have advanced from 20,134 with 555,200 
pupils to 27,046 with 643,511 pupils, showing an increase in round numbers 
of 7,000 schools and 88,000 pupils. In the previous year a gain of 4,000 
schools and 63,000 pupils was recorded. All this increase takes place in 
the field of primary. instruction; and by comparing the average number of 
pupils in the schools thus added, it will be evident that each year extends the 
operations of the primary system to schools of a humbler status than those 
of the year before. 

12. Returning to the table, the loss of nine Government schools is 
explained pa~tly by the six normal schools that have been abolished, and partly 
by the closmg of four vernacular schools. An army English school in the 
cantonments at Bhagulpore has been reduced. The Government girls' school 
established at Dacca, and the branch madrasah opened at Hooghly, complete 
the list of changes. 

13. Grant:in-ai~ i.ns~itut~ons show a loss of 102 schools and 2,~82 pupils. 
As before explamed, It IS m this class of schools that the most extensive reduc- .• 
~ions have taken place. The competition for Government aid is now so clos~ 
m almost every part of Bengal, that it has become indispensable to apply to 

GENERAL 
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schools receiving grants much more rigorous conditions than were necessary 
or possible when the system was in its infancy, or even when Sir Geor"e 
Campbell in 1872, reviewing the past distribution of the grant-in-aid allotme~t, 
decla~eJ. that " lo~king at th~ matter br_oa~ly, the m?ney has been ~ell spent." 
The mded schools m every c1rcle and d1stnct, and w1th most effect m the Presi
dency Division, have been confronted with the results shown by them for the 
last three years, and called upon to justify their claim to a renewal or continu
ance of their grants. Leaving out of consideration those cases in which grants 
have been merely reduced, or in which the class of an aided school has 
been changed, the net result is as follows : middle English grants have been 
reduced by 31; middle vernacular by 8-; lower vernacular by 15; primary 
(missionary and other) by 29; and grants to girls' schools by 19. These fi(J'ures 
denote, not the whole operation of the year, but the net result; that i~ the 
excess in each class of grants cancelled over new grants made. The savin(J's 
thus secured will be assigned in grants to schools hitherto unaided. 

0 

14. In the re-classification that has been made of circle schools, accordin(J' 
to their actual status and to the departmental examinations at which they ar~ 
permitted to compete, 22 schools, classed in the previous year as middle 
vernacular, have been either abolished or reduced to the lower vernacular grade, 
in which there is a gain of 14 schools, caused partly by that reduction and 
partly by promotion from the primary class. l\1any new primary schools havo 
been brought within the circle system, with a total resulting gain of 25. 

15. In primary grant schools the following changes have taken place. 
The advice that has been for two years given to district officers, to exercise 
caution in subsidising middle schools from the primary grant, has had the effect 
of reducing the number of such schools from 128 to Ill. Lower vernacular 
schools may be quite legitimately supported from the primary grant; but, as 
before stated, the necessity of reducing stipends so as to increase the reward 
fund has brought down the number of lower vernacular schools from 1,328 to 
1,267. Schools for girls aided from the primary grant have advanced from 151 
to 194, and the number of pupils in them from 2,299 to 3,395. There are also 
9,013 girls reading in boys' schools aided from the primary grant, against 
7,501 in the previous year. Turning to the class of primary schools proper, 
there is an advance from 15,788 to 22,782, and an increase in the number of 
pupils from 353,424 to 439,204. The increase of 7,000 schools is distributed 
as follows :-In the Patna Division 1,800 new schools, and in Bhagulpore 
3,300; 600 in Dacca and 600 in Burdwan; and in the Presidency, Rajshahyc, 
Orissa, Chittagong, and Chota Nagpore Divisions, from 100 to 200 each. · 

16. Among unaided schools of organised instruction, higher class English 
schools have advanced from 44 to 63. An aided middle English school, unless 
permitted to raise its class, is compelled under the orders of 1877 to reconstitute 
its teaching on a vernacular basis; and this change is being steadily, if slowly, 
introduced: not in all cases without opposition. But an unaided sch?ol o£ this 
class, though not directly amenable to the control of the Circle Inspector, is 
so far affected by the orders that, unless it changes its mode of teaching, it no 
longer has any chance of a middle scholarship. In some cases these schools 
have preferred the alternative of raising their class, and of reading for the 
Entrance examination and the junior scholarship. This class has further been 
recruited by the accession of higher English schools from which aid has 
been withdrawn, and by some old-established schools which. have begu~ to 
furnish returns. Middle English schools number 112, as m the prevwus 
year; the reduction, due to the circumstances just stated, havi?g. been balan~ed 
by the addition of schools formerly aided. This last cause s1milarly cxplams 
the rise of middle vernacular schools from 80 to 106. 

17. Turning to what I have described as "unorganised " or indigenous 
schools the whole number is made up of 4,887 pathsalas, 337 tols, and 1,008 
maktabs. The number of Sanskrit tols that furnish returns to the depart
ment shows a steady increase from year to year. It is not cl~ar 'Yhether 
that result has been in any way influenced by the new exammatwn f.or 
Sanskrit titles and whether it indicates a desire on the part of the pund1ts 
to brin"' thems~lves and their schools into notice, with a view to the future 
examin~tion of their pupils. As in the previous year, the province of Behar 
supplies the great majority of the indigenous maktabs. 
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18 The followinrr table !lummarises the expenditure for the year under 
tho diff~ront budget he~ds. The figures have been furnished by' the Accountant
General:-

Snnctioncd 
DUDGBr ORAD OP EXPENDITURE. estimate, 1878·79. Actunls, 1878·79. 

Rs. Rs. 

Direction and inspection 
madrasah~ (includi~g 

3,93,500 - 3,92,356 
Government colleges and 

4,74,000 4,71,927 re~rants) ... ... ... 
Gov~rnment schools (including regrants) 6,66,500 5,70,787 
Grants-in-aid and assignments-

4,50,000 4,30,922 For secondary and superior instruction 
For primary instruction 4,00,000 3,99,200 

Scholarships 1,49,000 1,56,413 
1\Iiscellaneous ... 40,000 '57,619 

Total 25,73,000 24,79,224 
Less receipts 5,29,000 5,13,808 

Net Government expenditure 20,44,000 19,65,416 

19. In the Resolution of Government upon the educational report 
for 1877-78 I was directed to place myself in communication with the 
Accountant-General, with the object of· ~ssim~ating the. principles on which 
educational receipts and charges are classified m the public and m the depart
mental accounts. - Many simplifications and adjustments have since been intro
duced, and these have taken effect from the beginning of the current year. 
But as recrards the year under report, I find myself in many cases unable not . 
only to e~plain the discrepancies between t~e Accountant-Ge~eral's figures and 
my own departmental statements. of recmpts and expenditur_e, but a~so to 
give a satisfactory account of the differences between the sanctwned estimate 
and the actual expenditure as shown in the preceding table. Thus the 
estimates for .1878-79 included under the head of !lxpenditure on madrasahs 
a sum of Rs. 15,600, the amount of the Mohsin contribution to 1\iuhammadan 
education in colleges and schools, in regard to Rs. 11,000 of which no cash 
transaction takes place at any .treasury. The statement of actual expenditure 
under colleges, again, includes the charges for half the year of the Rungpore, 
Midnapore, and Chittagong colleges, which appear in the estimates under the 
head of 'Government schools, high.' A sum of Rs. 16,000 should on this account 
be added to the estimates for colleges, and a further sum of Rs. 3,000 for the 
purchase of physical science apparatus in the Kishnaghur College. Making 
these adjustments, the actuals fall short of the estimates by someRs. 10,000. 

20. The apparent saving of Rs. 96,000 under Government schools must 
accordingly be reduced toRs. 80,000 by the transfer of half the cost of second 
grade colleges from this head. A further reduction will be effected by striking 
out Rs. 8,000, the estimated cost of the new grading scheme,. on account of 
which no charge was incurred in the year under review ; and the savings will 
thus fall to Rs. 72,000. This amount includes the regrants made to Govern
ment schools under the net-grant system to the amount of Rs. 53,000, of 
which the greater portion was not spent, but will be again regranted for the 
c~rrent year. Hence .the actual amount of the savings upon sanctioned charges 
will be Rs. 19,000, added to whatever amount has been spent outside the 
estimates by Government schools from their surplus funds. An excess charge 
of Rs. 6,000 under the head of girls' schools, arising from the opening of 
the Eden F~male School at .Dacca in the early part of the year, has been 
met by savrngs to the same amount under normal schools, boarding schools, 
and technical schools. 
. 2_1. The e:x:ce~s expenditure on ' Scholarships' appears to be due to the 
rncluswn under this head of the charges for Mohsin and other endowed 
scholarships, which were not included under the head of scholarships in the 
estimates: The excess under ' l'r:Iiscellaneous' arises partly from the transfer to 
the Publ~c Works. Department of Rs. 18,000 for the purchase of the estate 
Constantia, t~e site of the new: Governmen~ rai~way school at Kurseong, 
the cost of whwh was made deb1table to savmgs m the grant for education· 
a_nd partly from chargi~g to this head the expenditure incurred from a contribu: 
tlon of. Rs. 5,332, Sf!,nctioned from Wards' estates for the promotion of primary 
educatwn. 

B 
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22. The following table compares the expenditure for two years taken 
from the depa~tment~l returns. The class of instruction, and not the' budget 
head o~ expenditure, Is he:e made t~e b~sis of classification, and the whole 
expen~Iture c?n~ected With educatw~ 1s shown, excluding only that for 
educatw~al bmldmgs, the returns of whiCh have not yet been received from 
the rub!IC W or~s Dep~rtment. ~he table . accordingly includes charges for 
medical mstruchon, whiCh are not mcluded m the estimates of the Education 
Department:-

YBAB BNDil"l 31sr 31A.RCH YB.&.B EYDJYG Slsr M.&.BcJI 
18i8. IS;ft. r-___ .....__""'\ 

Government Total Go\'ernment 
---. 

Total expenditure expenditure. ~xpenditure cxpezu.hture .. (net.) (net). 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
University 85,000 86,000 
Collegiate 2,39,000 4,32,000 2,33,000 4,41,000 
Secondary instruction 6,06,000 16,75,000 5,66,000 16,25,000 
Primary instruction 2,72,000 7,81,000 2,89,000 10,09,000 
Scholarships 1,34,000 1,51,000 1,40,000 1,5G,OOO 
Female education 75,000 2,36,000 78,000 2,41,000 
Special instruction (including.~cholarship~j 4,19,000_ 5,16,000 4,26,000 5,33,000 
llliscellaneous 88,000 1,00,000 58,000 72,000 
Superintendence ... 3,80,000 3,80,000 3,82,000 3,82,000 

Total ... 22,13,000 43,56,000 21,72,000 45,45,000 

23. In order to compare the statement . of net Government expenditure 
in this with that given in the preceding table it is necessary to exclude the 
charges for medical education, amounting toRs. 2,35,000. The net expenditure 
is thus reduced to Rs. 19,37,000, which amount is less by Rs. 30,000 than the 
actuals of the year as furnished by the Accountant-General. Of this difference, 
a sum of Rs. 18,000 is explained by the purchase-money for the Constantia 
estate at Kurseong; Rs. 4,000 by the contribution in aid of Dr. Fallon's 
dictionary; and Rs. 1,000 by the cost of medical stores supplied from England. 
There ·remains a final discrepancy of Rs. 7,000, which is not accounted for. 

24. Passing to the detailed figures under each head, the saving of 
Rs. 6,000 in the Government expenditure upon colleges is due to an increase 
of Rs. 14,000 in private contributions, involving a proportionate reduction 
in the cost of these institutions to Government. This saving is independent 
of the payment to Government during the year of the arrear subscriptions 
of the Cuttack College, amounting to Rs. 12,000, which have not been included 
in the college receipts for the year. The reduction of Rs. 40,000 under 
secondary instruction is largely due to the general revision that has been made 
throughout the year of the grants to aided schools, tbe expenditure on which 
has fallen short of that o! the previous year by Rs. 28,000, including a building 
grant of Rs. 10,000 given in 1877 to St. Joseph's School in Calcutta. The 
expenditure on secondary education from the primary grant has also consider
ably decreased. Primary instruction shows an increase in cost of Rs. 17,000, 
partly due to the cause just stated, and partly to the general development of 
the primary system, enabling district officers to spend up to the limit of their 
assignments. Under scholarships an increase of Rs. 6,000 has taken place in 
the expenditure upon lower ver!lacular scholarships, the assignment for which 
has been reviseJ and increased. Under special instruction, an increase of 
Rs. 14,000 in the cost of the 1\Iedical College is nearly met by a decrease of 
Rs. 13,000 in normal. schools; while· the promotion of professors in the Civil 
Engineering Department of the Presidency College, and the annual increments 
to their salaries, have caused an additional expenditure of Hs. 6,000 in that 
institution. The decrease of Rs. 30,000 in miscellaneous expenditure is 
explained by a saving of Rs. 20,000 in grants. for sc~ool buildings and 
furniture, and by the transfer to the head of mstructwn of the cost of 
prizes and rewards, for which Rs. 10,000 were included last year under tho 
head of ' Miscellaneous.' 

25. The Government contribution to the total cost of education, which 
fell in the previous year ~rom 53 to 51 per cent., o~ (excluding buildin12 
charO'es) from 52 to a fractiOn over 50 per cent., has agarn decreaseJ to 47·7;y 
per ~ent. Three years aO'o the Government share of the expenditure was 56 
per cent. For the first time therefore in the history of tho Education J?epart
m<Jnt the contribution fi:om private sources to the total cost of educatwn has 
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·exceeded tho amount. o£ the .Gove~nmont grant,-a r~sult to which. the history 
o£ the last few years has stead1ly pomted. . The £ollowmg are.the chiC£ e~ements 
of difl~rcnce :-The Government share m the cost .of collegmte educatwn has 
fallen from 55 to 52! per cent.; o£ secondary educatwn from 36 to 35 per cent.; 
and of primary educ::ttion from 35 to 28! per cent. . . 

26. The following table shows the class o£ mstructwn reached by t~e 
pupils in schools of all kinds, excluding colleges and also schools o£ spemal 
instruction. The upper stage includes pupils who have ~cached a s~and~rd 
equivalent to that of the first or s~cond class of a school readmg the Umvers1ty 
Entrance course· t.he mz'ddle stage mcludes all between these and the next follow
in"' class· the prz'mary stage includes in its higher section those who can, and 
in its low~r section those who cannot, read, write, and understand easy sentences 
in their mother tongue :-

CLASS oP ScnooLs. 

Hi~her English ,., ... ,., 
Middle , ... ... . .. 
llliddle vernacular ... ... ... 
Lower ditto ... ... . .. 
Primnry ditto ... ... . .. 
Girls' schools for natives ... . .. 
Boys' schools for Europeans, &c·. . .. 
Girls' ditto oitto ... .. . 
Mixed ditto ditto ,, .. . 

Total number of pupils 

Total percentage 

Number of Upper stage, 
pupils. 

36,033 
31,490 
52,607 
53,391 

531,084 
12,777 
2,172 
1,221 
1,184 

721,959 

18'4 
'1 
'2 

. ..... 
'2 

15'2 
2 
4'1 

7,413 

Middle 
stage. 

53'5 
88'3 
81'7 
13 
1'2 

10·8 
43 
87 8 
87·6 

64,920 

Primary Primary 
stage, higher atnge, lower 

section. section. 

22'3 
39'5 
a6·8 
40'4 
37'1 
32'1 
30'2 
38•2 
39'4 

264,448 

5'8 
22'1 
31'3 
46'6 
61'7 
66'9 
11'6 
22 
18'9 

385,178 -------------1'03 9' 36·6 53·3 

It will be observed that this table supplies the information which the 
Government of India, in the Resolution to which reference has already been 
made, desires to secure by dividing a middle or a higher school, with pupils in 
two or in three stages of instruction, into two or three distinct schools. More · 
detailed information under this head will be found by comparing the return of 
schools and students with the return showing class of instruction, both of 
which are appended to this report. 

27. In the following table the social position o£ the pupils in . various 
classes of schools is compared:-

CLASS OP SCHOOLS. Upper Middle Lo,ver 
classes, classes. classes. 

Higher English 3'3. 67'1 29·6 
Middle , ... l'li 46•4 52•1 
Middle vernacular 1'2 34•5 64•3 
Lower 

" '2 21·1 78·7 
Primary 

" '3 13·5 86•2 

·Total of all schools '5 19•9 79•6 

In the returns o£ the previous year the percentages o£ the three classes 
were ·5, ·27, and 72·5 respectively. The great decrease in the number of 
middle class pupils shown in the present returns arises from a new definition 
of. the classes that has been introduced, the effect of which has been to transfer 
to the lower class a large number of pupils hitherto returned as belonging to 
the middle class. All such definitions are essentially arbitrary; but for the 
returns of the present year the following have been adopted :-

The "upper classes" include those whose income amounts to Rs. 10 000 
a year, i£ derived from Government service, estates, or professions · o~ to 
Rs. 20,000 a year if derived from trade. ' 

'l'he "middle classes" include those below the upper classes who are 
(1) officers of Government other than menial servants, constables and the like· 
( 2) holders o£ realiz~d property yielding an income of Rs. 200 a year and 
upwards ; (3) professiOnal men ; ( 4) merchants, bankers, and large traders. 

The " lower classes" include all who are not included in the other two. · 
0~ th.e whole number of 571,202 lower class pupils, 349,885 are children 

of culhvatmg ry?ts, and 65,423 of small traders. 'l'hese proportions indicate 
the extent to wh10h the system o£ primary education is working for the benefit 
of the agricultural classes, 
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28. The number of pupils in aided and unaided schools is here com
pared Di.vision by Diyision for ~w.o_ succ.essive years. The l~ss ?f pupils in aided 
schools m the Pres1dency D1VIswn lS confined to the d1stnct of J essore in 
which, as was pointed out in my last report, the primary grant had been 'for 
some years exceeded. T?e unaide~ schools of the Bhagulpore Di>ision in lti78 
have now been taken up mto the pnmary system, and appear as aided schook 
In the Patna Division many of the unaided schools of 1878 reappear as aided 
schools, while many more have been discovered and re~stered. Throu,.,.hout 
Oriesa, and especially in the district of Pooree, large ~umbers of indi(J'~nous 
pathsalas have been registered. 

0 

Pt:Prr.s o!f 31sT :\l.~ncHis7s. PrPILS o'!f 31sT ll.a.nca 1'-i9. 
,-----~---- ..... ' In unaided schools. In aided schools. In unaided schools. In aided sc hoolB. 

Calcutta 12,396 14,995 
Presidency Division ... 93,911 20.661 91,105 24.304 
Burdwan ,. ... 148,980 16,662 155,060 11.936 
Rajshahye 

" 
39,146 4.8i2 39,598 6,6t-:2 

Dacca , 64,1411 16,611 75,881 15,421 
Chittagong 

" 12,542 1.760 15,2-U 1,692 
Patna , 51,547 19,233 61,415 29,332 
Bhagulpore ., 24,487 19,700 53,058 655 
Chota Nagpore, 22,805 3,409 24,560 2.217 
Orissa 

" 57,463 926 57,426 13,515 

29. The advancement of each Division is shown by the number o£ pupils 
in different stages of instruction, as in the following table :-

-

"""-·I·,~··"~·· 
Pnnuny SrA.GE. 

Drnsw:ss. Population. 

I 
Higher Lower 
section. section. 

Calcutta ... ... . .. . .. ... ... .. . 430,000 2,4BS 8.479 6.B37 6.678 
Presidency ... ... .. . ... ... ... . .. 7,88l,(){Jf) 1,410 13,9&0 38,429 C3,7• 6 
Durdwan ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. 7,291,000 1,547 13.906 69,E-55 ~.5,8~2 
Rajshahye ... ... .. . ... ... ... .. . 7,377,1JOO 384 6,318 20,123 23,2:?5 
Dacca ... ... ... .. . ... ... . .. 9,127,000 1,1·2~ 10,746 29,9~6 62.751 
Chittagong ... ... .. . ... ... . .. .. . 1,911,000 249 2,(193 6,555 10.3li 
Patna ... ... ... ... ... .. .. . 13,123,(10() 6ID 4,975 a.;,&>-s 64.0:}() 
Bhagulpore .•• ... ... ... ... ... .. . 7,290,00•) 255 2,718 18,483 34.7i0 
Chota .lS agpore ... ... ... ... ... . .. 3,323,000 145 1,717 10,7B6 15,6!!} 
Orissa ... ... ... ... -· ... . .. 3,162,000 2ti9 2,U7 30,378 3V,4i7 

H.-CONTROLLING AGENCIES. 

conaoLLING 30. The organization of the department has been revised and strengthened 
AGBNciEs. in the course of tbe past year by a Resolution of Government dated the 29th 

July 1878. In that Resolution the Lieutenant-Governor expressed his full 
adherence to the leading principles of the system of educational administration 
which had been established by Sir George Campbell in 1872; namely, the direct 
control by the Magistrate of primary education, and the closer association of 
the Education Department with the executive officers of Government. At the 
same time it was declared that primary education should be brought more clearly 
within the final control of the head of the department; that the services of 
Circle Inspectors were to be more fully utilized in matters o£ direct adminis
tration; that the duties which had been assigned to district committees were 
needlessly multifarious; and that it was desirable to settle more definitely the 
l'elative positions and functions of the various officers concerned in educational 
work. 

31. Accordingly it was ordered that the Director should exercise general 
control over education of every kind, including primary. The primary 
grant was still to be administered, and primary scholarships awarded, by the 
Magistrate, through his district officers the Deputy and Sub-Inspectors; and 
fol' the state o£ primary education in his district the Magistrate was still to be 
held in the fil'st instance responsible.. That officer was, however; empowered 
to consult the Circle Inspector on any matter connected with primary education; 
and the latter, similarly, to offer his independent opinions to the Magistrate. 
The Magistrate was not bound to follow the Inspector's advice; but if ditlerences 
of opinion arose on matters of importance, the question was to be referred to the 
Director, whose decision would generally be final, subject to a reference to 
Government in certain excepted cases. 
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32. Tho general control o£ all the schools o£ a district, and the distrib~
tion of tho o-rant-in·aid allotment, had by the rules o£ 1872 been vested m 
the district committee. By the new Resolution the Circle Inspector was 
declared to be the chief administrative officer of the department, and was made 
immediately responsible for .the state of seco~d~ry e~ucation througho~t ~is 
circle. He was charo-ed with the local admmistratwn o£ the grant-m-md 
assignment, and with the supervision and control o£ aided schools. He was 
entrusted with the management of all middle and lower class Government 
schools, including the appointment and promotion. of their teachers i th.e selec
tion of text-books in all schools other than pnmary ; the exammatwn for,· 
and award o£, middle and lower scholarships ; the supervision o£ zillah schools, 
of normal schools, and o£ Government colleges and madrasahs under officers 
of the subordinate grades o£ the department; and the appointment and promo
tion up to certain limits of salary, of teachers in zillah schools. 

'33. In order to utilize the services o£ the Inspector in the best possible 
way, and to enable him to engage himself more closely in the direct control 
and supervision of schools, and in the other important duties which were 
definitely transferred to his charge, he was by the same Resolution ordered to be 
relieved o£ the duty of auditing school bills and accounts ; a new department 
bein{)' created in the office of the Director for the discharge o£ these duties. The 
appointment o£ Assistant Inspectors in four of the largest circles was intended 
to afford him still further help. The duty o£ the officers, as defined in the 
Resolution, was to collect for the Inspector, within whose circle they worked, 
such information about the condition and progress of schools as the latter 
officer was unable to obtain by personal inspection, owing to the inconvenient 
extent o£ his local jurisdiction. They were to form no separate link in the 
administrative chain, but were to be regarded as the eye and the right hand of the 
Inspector; and were accordingly to be employed in wh.?-tever duties the Inspec
tor, looking to the varying requirements of his circle, might from time to time 
assign to them. The Inspector would, however, it was considered, find it 
advisable to make over to his assistant the general supervision of vernacular 
schools, retaining that o£ English instruction under his own more immediate 
charge. At the same time the increasing importance of vernacular teaching in 
middle English schools made it essential that schools o£ that class should also 
come within the range o£ the Assistant Inspector's duties; while the Inspector 
was exhorted to make himself familiar with vernacular (including primary) 
schools, not only through the reports of his Assistant, but also ·by personal 
inspection as occasion offered. . 

34:. The new duties assigned to the district committee were these. 
Besides assisting the Magistrate, as a consultative council, in matters connected 
with primary education, the committee were to undertake the general super
vision o£ the zillah school, so far as regarded the maintenance of the building, 
the financial affairs of the school, and the. settlement of questions o£ discipline 
that might be referred to them by the head-master; in all matters, in short, 

· except the determination o£ the course of instruction and the appointment 
or promotion o£ teachers, though they were empowered to make· whatever 
representations they wished on these last excepted points. 

35. The relative position o£ the various officers, educational and civil, 
who a~e concerned in educational work, was determined in the following way. 
The DHector was to be held responsible to Government for the state o£ education 
o! eyery k~d. Superior education in colleges and madrasahs was placed under 
his 1mmed1ate control. In matters o£ secondary education, the final distribution 
o£. the grant-in-a~d assig:unent rested in his hands; all grants being sanctioned and 
withdrawn by. him. H~s power of appointment to teacherships and other offices, 
a~d of promotiOn ther~m, was defined and enlarged. In other matters connected 
wi:h secondary ~ducatwn he looked to the Inspector; and in those belongin{)' to 
pnmar:y: ~ducati~n to the Magistrate; retaining in each case the final control 
an~ revlSlon, s_ubJect. to the orders o£ Government, of important or disputed 
pomts. The Immediate duties o£ Magistrates and district committees on the 
one hand, _arid of Circl~ .and Assistant Inspectors on the other, have already 
~ee? descnbed. I~ additiOn, each class of officers was empowered, and indeed 
mvited, to com~umc?'t~ freel.Y to the other any observations on educational 
matters not fallmg Withm thmr own control which the experience of their daily 

c 
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work might suggest to them. Coming to the subordinate officers of the depart
ment, the Deputy Inspector, who was charged with the supervision of all classes 
of schools in his district, was declar~d to b~ subordinate ~o the Inspector in 
1·egard to se~ondary, and ~o the Ma~1strate. m regard ~o pnmary education. In 
order to avmd any confuswn that m1ght anse from th1s double subordination it 
was provided that the Magistrate, as the officer in more immediate local c~n
nexion with the Deputy Inspector, should have the first claim on his services. 
Sub-Inspectors, who are officers chiefly engaged in primary education under 
the Deputy Inspector, were placed in much closer subordination to the Macris· 
trate. The position of the Commissioner iu this system it was thought unnc~es
sary to define, beyond declaring that he must be kept as fully informed by 
Magistrates and Inspectors of the progress of education in his Division, and 
enjoy as ample opportunities of taking an active part in it, as he might wish. 

36. So far as the experience of a few months justifies an opinion on the 
subject, the new organization has worked well. It has removed causes of delay 
without introducing elements of disagreement. The higher inspecting officers 
of the department have been freely consulted by Magistrates on matters con
nected with the administration of the primary grant, and in some instances 
references have been made to myself: in only one has it been necessary to 
refer a question for the decision of Government. In sending out a circular of 
instructions for the guidance of departmental officers in preparing their annual 
reports, I invited each district officer to favour me with a special report of his 
own upon the primary education of his district, independently of the depart
mental reports. · In the great majority of cases my request has been readily 
acceded to; and a series of valuable reports upon district elementary education, 
by the officers directly charged with its control, has now for the first time been 
received by the department. 

37. The transfer to the Inspectors of the direct responsibility for 
secondary education has had equally beneficial results. When the responsibility 
for a grant-in-aid was shared in a somewhat indefinite way between the 
Circle Inspector and the district committee, the Inspector, though still 
charged with the supervision of aided schools, had not that direct and independ
ent authority over them which would enable him to act in all cases promptly. 
Applications for revision of establishment or for reduction of grant had still, 
according to the rules, to come before the district committee; and though, 
in spite of this divided responsibility, many bad schools were reduced, yet 
many others continued to enjoy grants-in-aid to which their actual condition 
hardly entitled them. Under present orders the Inspector alone is respom;ible 
for the due application of every grant; he has had his attention repeatedly 
and strongly drawn to the inefficient schools that exist in every class; and 
with regard to each one that has conspicuously failed to reach the depart
mental standards, he has been called on, after due investigation of its 
circumstances and history, to explain the causes of its failure and to state its 
prospects of success. The result has been great activity among aided schools 
in every circle. In a large number of cases, as before mentioned, grants have 
been withdrawn ; but this is a measure which has only been adopted in the 
last resource, when it has become manifest that success cannot be reasonably 
expected. The fact that 65 higher and middle aided schools (to speak of no others), 
out of a total of 1,111 of those two classes, should have had their grants cancelled 
during the year, is a sufficiently clear proof of the continued need that existed for 
decided action. But the abolition of aided schools is by no means the only 
result of the year's work. In a large number of cases in which failure appeared 
to be due to remediable causes, the establishment of the school has been revised, 
its site or its teachers changed, or its class altered. The revision of grants to 
existing schools has been attended with a considerable saving, which will of 
course not be permanent. There are numerous schools now unaided, which 
need and deserve aid; and while the great complaint for the last few years 
has been that the grant-in-aid assignment was insufficient for the requirements 
of the country, we have now a fund from which new schools, as they show 
themselves worthy, can be aided. 

38. These are the principal duties in which the Circle Inspectors have 
been engaged, and in which the new Resolution has added to their authority 
and their power of prompt action. The appointment of teachers in zillah school:~ 
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without reference to the district committees . concerned, and the . control 
or transfer of Government vernacular schools mthout reference to Magistrates, 
have also proved to be useful additions to the duties of the Inspector. In all 
this I would not be understood as saying or insinuating that the new Resolu
tion has repl:.tced an inefficient by an efficient agency ; though this is doubtless 
true in the sense that the officer whose whole time is devoted to these and 
kindred duties has an advantage over one who attends to them at interval~, 
and in the midst of other engagements. All that I mean to convey IS 
that a double has been replaced by a single agency, responsibility restored 
and defined, and an active and consistent policy made easier than before. 

39. The position of Assistant Inspectors is not altogether free from 
ambi()'uity. Their official personality is merged in that of the Inspector; 
consequently, while their business is to see and report, they are generally 
unable to act. The Circle Inspectors indeed speak highly of the services 
which their assistants have rendered. The Inspector of the Western Circle 
refers to Babu Brahma :Mohan l\Iullick, his assistant in the Burdwan Division, 
as " quite capable of holding independent charge of a circle." He describes 
Babu Radhanath Roy, the Joint-Inspector in Orissa, as "a Sanskrit as well 
as an English scholar; a successful author both in Uriya and Bengali; 
of very superior natural parts; . and quite devoted to his duties." The 
Inspector of the Eas~ern Circle writes. of B~bu Di~anath Sen :-," I have 
received from the Assistant Inspector, smce his appomtment to Ch1ttagong, 
a series of very able and elaborate reports of the state of education in that 
district." The Inspector of the Behar Circle points to the progress that 
has . been made in the Bhagulpore Division, as showing that the appointment 
of Babu Radhika Prasanna Mookerjea as Assistant Inspector has not been 
made a day ioo soon. The Inspector of the Presidency Circle has adopted in full 
the "copious and careful report" of Babu Bireswar Qhatterjee, the Assistant 
Inspector of the Chota N agpore Division. But from one at least of the Commis
sioners I have received a representation that he cannot quite determine the actual 
position of the Assistant Inspector, nor the relations of that officer to himself. 
The Assistant Inspector's view, in ·fact, is confined to that section of educational 
business which the Inspector, desiring information, may from time to 
time assign to him; if the Commissioner refers to him on any other subject, 
the Assistant is compelled to plead either ignorance or inability to act. He 
forms no separate link in the administrative chain ; subordinate officers conse
quently pass him by, and address themselves directly to the Inspector. The 
Resolution of Government purposely left the position of the Assistant Inspector 
somewhat undefined, in the belief that further experience would point 
out the right mode of adjusting his relations with other officers. 'fhat 
experience seems to show that if he is to be not merely a partial channel of 
communication and source of information, but also the local embodiment of the 
Inspector, a more prominent position must be given to him. Means can be 
found for securing this result even while he remains an Assistant Inspector. 
But it will be worth consideration hereafter whether the most satisfactory 
mode of defining the position of these officers will not be to constitute some 
of them Joint-Inspectors-a change which was contemplated in the Govern
ment Resolution. The status of a Joint is more independent than that of an 
Assistant Inspector; but the Division under his charge is still subject to the 
control of the Inspector with regard to English schools, to certain classes of 
~ppointments, and to the distribution of grants-in-aid. The Inspector's 
mfluence, therefore, still extends to that portion of his circle which is placed 
und~r a J o~nt-lnspector; an~ the visits. which he is under the necessity of 

. paymg to th1s detached area mll enable him to ma~e that influ~nce strongly 
felt. ~ ~ollateral ad~a~t.age of. such a~ arrangement is that, whenever the 
Commisswn~r of a DivisiOn des~res to mterest himself closely in educational 
D?atters, h~ IS enabled to ~<? so w1th much greater effect when his chief educa-
tiOnal adviser has the position of a Joint-Inspector. . 

~0. 'l'~e cont;ol by District ·~fagistrates of the primary grant, and their 
~elatwns ~o mspectmg officers, satisfactory in nearly all respects, call for notice 
m two pomts only. The hope expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor in his 
Resulut~on upo? t~e l~st annual report, ~hat the system of payment by results 
would, 1f only m Its Simplest form, be tned in every district, appears to have led 
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some district officers to conceive that they were by those orders precluded from 
aiding any schools ~£ a class oth~r than tl~e primary, to which the system of 
payment-by-results IS more pecuharly apphcable. No orders that have been issued 
by Government really support this position. Useful warnings have been from 
time to time issued against the unnecessary diversion of tho primary grant to 
the purposes of secondary education; and the principle has been maintained 
that the chief function of that grant is " to promote primary education ; not to 
force people out of their natural social position by giving them an education 
which unfits them for the ordinary duties of such a life as is open to them. 
That the occasional development of a primary school into one of a higher class, 
though it need not be repressed, is to be left to come naturally, and only as 
the result of an actual demand; that no forcing is to be attempted; and that 
the sound progress of a district in primary education is to be tested only by 
the proportion of pupils who can read, write, and cipher." The principle thus 
stated carries with it its own limitations. Lower and even middle vernacular 
schools that grow naturally out of primary schools are to be aided from 
the primary grant. The importance of lower vernacular schools, for the 
encouragement of which a special class o£ scholarships has been created, is 
that they form a quite necessary connecting link between the new primary system 
and organized education of a higher class ; while the circumstances of their 
origin, their humble status, and the fluctuating nature of their income, make 
it impossible to bring them under the conditions of the grant-in-aid rules. 
This principle has now been definitely accepted by Government in a letter 
(No. 352) dated 22ud April 1879, in which it is declared that "lower ver
nacular schools formed out of the most advanced primary schools ..... 
should be aided from the primary fund. The extension o£ lower vernacular 
schools from the primary grant has, no doubt, to be strictly watched, but it 
would be impossible to apply to them the grant-in-aid rules." 

41. The second point to which reference need be made is the indefinite 
distribution of the Deputy Inspector's time between the supervision of primary 
education under the orders of the Magistrate and of secondary education 
under those of the Inspector. It is an oft-repeated complaint that the reforms 
o£ 1872, the value of which few are now inclined to disparage, had neverthe
less this injurious though inevitable result, that they confined the attention of 
inspecting officers to primary schools, to the great neglect of secondary educa
tion. The steady decline of secondary schools throughout the country during 
the last six years has been repeatedly insisted on by those most competent to 
judge, and has been the subject of comment in successive Resolutions of Govern
ment. It may be illustrated by facts adduced in the Burdwan Division, in 
which the average number of visits paid yearly by the Deputy Inspectors to 
each secondary school has declined from 3·9 in 1871 to 1·9 in 1878,-ranging 
from one visit a year in 1\fidnapore to 2·6 in Bankoora. If further evidence 
to the same effect were required, it would be found in the large margin 
of inefficient schools that are now known to exist, and in the vigorous 
measures which it has been found necessary to take with the object of reduc
ing that margin. The time therefore has plainly come for declaring that the 
supervision of secondary schools is now the most important part of the Deputy 
Inspector's duties. In most districts the system of primary instruction is now 
well established, and requires on the part of the Deputy Inspector no more than ~ 
general, though careful, supervision of the work of his subordinates. The Sub
Inspectors as a body have gained considerable insight into tho conditions 
and circumstances of primary education, and are thoroughly competent to 
inspect primary schools. To confine Deputy Inspectors to the same task, is to 
employ them on duties which they are hardly better qualified to discharge, and to 
deprive middle schools of the chance o£ improvement. The function of the Deputy 
Inspector, as I understand it under the new organization, is to be the Magis
trate's agent in working out his policy through the Sub-Inspectors,_ not to take a 
co-ordinate position with them; to lay down rules under the Magistrate's orders 
for the inspection or examination of primary schools, and to see that those 
orders are faithfully executed, rather than to carry them out in person. 
Yet I find a desire shown in some instances by the district officer to require 
from the Deputy Inspector so much and such detailed work in connection with 
primary schools, that it becomes impossible for the latter to carry out the 
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orders which he receives from tho Circle Inspector with regard to secondary 
schools. The requirement, for example, that the D~puty Inspector shall person
ally visit and inspect a certain large nu.mber of ~nm!-lry ~chools every ~onth, 
or that he shall be present at eyery sub-Clrcl~ exammatwn, 1s not one whwh m t~e 
existin"' development of the prrmary system 1t seems necessary to enforce. It 1s 
at any ~ate found to be il'l'econcileable with orders which I have myself issued to 
Deputy Inspectors, requiring minute and careful examination of secondary 
schools and a detailed report to the Inspector of certain prescribed particulars 
in the ~ase of each school examined. The Resolution of the 29th July 1878 
lays down the rule that if the Magistrate and the Circle Inspector require the 
Deputy Inspector's services at the same time, the Magistrate shall have the 
first claim on his services; but it is possible for a district officer, zealous in 
pushin{)' forward primary education, to interpret that rule in a way which was 
not really contemplated by Government. The general supervision of the primary 
system, in which they have Sub-Inspectors as their agents; and the detailed 
examination of secondary schools, in which they must practically work single
handed,-these are the duties which can now be most usefully required of Deputy 
Inspectors. All that is needed is an intimation by Government o£ the policy 
which it wishes to be followed. Without such a general declaration it will be 
difficult to carry to completion the reforms which are now on foot. . 

42. The introduction of the new graded system at a final estimated cost of 
Rs. 22,000 a year· has sensibly improved the position and prospects of the subordi
nate officers o£ the Education Department. The number of officers admitted to 
the classes is 318; of whom 6 are in the first class on Rs. 400 rising to Rs. 500; 
10 in the second, on Rs. 300 rising toRs. 400; 25 in the third, from Rs. 200 
toRs. 300; 40 in the fourth, from Rs. 150 to Rs. 200; 62 in the fifth, £rom Hs. 100 
toRs. 150; 75 in the sixth, from Rs.75 toRs. 100; and 100 in the seventh, from 
Rs. 50 to Rs. 75. The orders o£ Government provide that the promotion of an 
officer from class to class is to be determined not merely by seniority, but by 
that combined with efficient work and aptitude for higher duties. It may be 
anticipated that these orders will have a marked effect in encouraging officers 
of all classes to qualify themselves for further promotion by the efficient and 
faithful discharge o£ their duties. A detailed report o£ the work of each officer 
for the past year has now been supplied, and will be continued from year to 
year on a definite system, so as to fqrm a permanent record of his services. 

III.-UNIVERSITY EDUCATION. 
43. As in the previous year, the Government colleges numbered 12. 0£ 

these, seven are of the first grade, teaching the full course :for the B.A. degree 
nat?ely, the Presidency, Hooghly, Kishnaghur, Dacca, Patna, · Cutta9k, and 
RaJshahye college~. There are five second grade colleges, teaching to the 
st~ndard o£ the First Arts examination ; they are the Sanskrit, Berhampore 
~hdnapore, Rungpore, and Chittagong colleges. The abolition o£ the colle{)'~ 
department at Rungpor.e, after au e~periment.al existence o£ two years, h~s, 
however, now been deCided on, and w1ll be earned out at the close of this session. 
As in the. previous y~a:, there are six aided colieges and three unaided, 
among which La 1\Iartmu~lre has now for the first time supplied the returns o:£ 
its college department. 

44:: The following tables give the usual returns o£ attendance and 
expenditure:-

Statement of Attendance in Colleges for General Education. 

COLLEGES-GENERAL. 

Government 
Presidency College ... 
Sanskrit , 
llooghly , 
Dacca. ,, 
Kbima'.!hur 11 

."Berlunupore " 
Patna 
Cuttaek 
Raj,.hahye ,, 
'M 1d1mpore , 
Chittu~ong " 
Ruuj.iporo 

Total 

I Monthly ·1 fee. 
B75. 

Rs. 
12 350 

G 25 
6 113 
6 130 
~ 61 
5 35 
6 90 
4 20 
3 25 
5 12 

851 

Numl.Jel' on the rolls at the end o[ the year. 

I 1876. 1877. 1878. 

310 309 320 
241 :J.I 86 

1:.!9 163 208 
129 128 129 
G~ 1a 105 
81 37 !!9 
92 107 108* 
17 86t 39l 
26 30 41 
16 18 l7 

8 15 
17 16 ----------

838 1,001 1,082 

1879. 

:H9 
85 
1~0 
146 

79 
26 

1H 
86 
59 
:n-
13 
9 

--· 
1,067 

• Exclusive or fi(tccn out-atullenta. t Exclusive of two out·studcuts. ~Exclusive of one out-student. 

D 

CONTROLLING 

AGBNOlBB. 

UNIVERSITY 

EDUCATION. 
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Monthly 
Number on the rolls at tho end of the year. 

COLLEGEs-GENERAL. fee. 

I I I I 1875. B7B. 1877. ISiS. 1879. 

Aid<3d-
Rs. 

General Assembly's College, Calcutta ... ... 5 10, liS 219 3~1 2~fl 
I<'re.e Church .. .. . .. ... 5 !19 100 }U2 ~I !•~ 
Cathedral Mission .. .. ... ... 5 75 80 90 ~6 7:1 
St. Xavier's .. .. ... ... 5 46 68 82 105 n' lJoveton .. 

Bh~~o.nipO~~ 
... "'ii' ""89 

11 12 18 2~ 
London 1\lission .. ... '" 51 60 57 ---- ---- ------Total ... . ..... 362 411 556 701 6·10 ------------

Unaided-
La. Martini~re Colle,:re, Calcutta ... ... ... ...... ...... . ..... 8 
)letropolitnn Institution, ,, ... ... ... ...... .. .... 146 230 2co 2.S 
Bo.pti~t :IUi:!sion Uollege, Serampore ... ... .. .... ...... 9 5 . .... .. .... ----------------------

Total ... .. .... ...... 155 235 220 256 ---------------- -------
GEANDTOTAL ... . ..... 1,213 1,40t !,792 2,003 1,%3 

Statement of Expenditure in Colleges for General Education. 

~~ ., .!:-~a ;sr.: :2.; EXPENDitURB "" 1878·79. COBT PBR ANNUli OJII EACH 

g~fi "~ STUDBNT. 
o-'> " CoLLEGEs-GENERAL. ~00 a a a 

From State' From ~-~"~ .,~ 
~-] ):0-5 "" From State' From I ~~~ 

d- i:~ Total. ~- funds, &c. fees, &c. funds, &c. .~ecs, &c. Total. 
iE;;t ~i: ~" .., .., 

Government- Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Presidency College ... ... ... 849 319 288 65,853 48,057 1,03,910 1~.1\ 1Gr.l 360 
Sanskrit " ... ... ... 35 35 32 14,35.a. 1,710 16,U&i 418\ s:;; fj(J2 

HoogWy " ... ... .. . 180 186 135 2H,!101 13,12.3 43,024 221\ 97 31Ht 
Dacca .. ... ... ... 146 12~ 114 2:J,4.'59 9,737 s:J,196 21J6 85 2Hl 
Kishnn~hur .. ... ... .. . 79 87 63 22,5fl8 4,tm3 27,2tH 3581 73 4:nt 
.Berhampore .. ... .. . ... 26 32 25 15,135 1,971 17,106 (1()5 79 6"<i 
Pntna. .. ... ... .. . 114 104 96 29,382 8,2!-13 87,675 306 86 3!1~ 
Cuttack .. ... .. . ... 86 35 80 8,699 6,509 15,208 2!JO 217 507 
Rnjsba.hye .. ... ... .. . 69 47 85 1,840 9.'15 ll,ti;J5 52\ 2'10t 3'l3 
?tlidnapore .. ... .. . ... 21 18 15 1,628 4,254 5,8"!2 108\ 2'a1 ;$112 
Chitt.a~otong .. ... ... .. . 13 13 11 2,7113 1,729 4,432 24B 157 4H3 
Ruugpore .. ... .. . ... 9 12 7 3,164 1,625 4,789 452 232 6M --------- --- ·-----

Total ... 1,067 1,012 851 2,08,718 1,11,426 8,20,H2 2411 131 376 ------------------------
.Aided-

General Assembly's College, Calcutta. ... 296 287 229 4,200 24.297 28,497 IS 106 12~ 
Free Church .. .. ... 98 93 88 6,520 llll,920 22,410 62! l!12l 255 
Cathedral Mission .. .. ... 73 73 6~ 6,520 17,599 2'l,119 86 275 361 
St. Xavier's .. .. ... 90 78 70 8,600 22,100 25,7(!0 61 316 367 
Doveton .. 

Bhow;;nipo~·e 
22 20 17 3,000 4,500 7,500 17G. 2tH\ 441 

London Mission .. 57 57 39 2,3!9 11,010 13,3i:i9 60 21<21 342\ ------------- ---
Total ... 640 608 607 24,1891 06,426 1,20,615 47 190 237 ---- ---

GRAND TOTAL ... 1,707 1,620 1,358 2,32,905 2,07,852 4,,0,757 171 153 3~ 

45. From the first ot the foregoing tables it appears that there is a decrease 
of 40 in the total number of college students. In the last annual report it 
was pointed out that the number of college students had steadily advanced 
between the years 1874 and 1878 from 1,083 to 2,003, showing an average yearly 
increase of 230 in the number of those that sought a University education. 
The decrease in the past year might therefore seem to indicate a temporary 
decline in the demand for education of this class. In reality it means nothing 
of the kind; and the figures, when rightly explained, point to the fact that the 
demand is still growing. For it will be remembered that the number of possible 
college students is limited by the number of those that pass the various 
examinations of the University. The college students ofthe 31st March 187~ were 
formed out of those that passed the Entrance examinations of 1876 and 1877, and 
the First Arts examinations of the same two years. The college students of the 
31st March 1879 are formed out of the successful candidates at the correspond
ing examinations of 1877 and 1878. Owing to the steady decrease in the number 
of successful candidates at the Entrance examinations of the years 1876, 1877, 
and 1878 successively, the quantity of potential 'college-material' declined from 
2,308 in 1878 to 2,005 in 1879. In other words, out of 2,308 possible students 
in the former year, 2,003 were found to be members of colleges; while out of 
2,005 possible students in the latter year, as many as 1,9()3 were members of 
colleges. The value of these figures is indeed affected by the exclusion of 
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students failin(l' at either of the hirrher examinations and rejoining. their colleges uNivBusiTT 

for a further c~urse of study, but not. in such a way as to vitia~e the gen~ral RouomoN. 

conclusion. That conclusion clearly IS that the demand for colle&"Iat~ educatwn 
is still increasinO', Those who have passed the Entrance exummatwn of the 
University find it more and more di!ficul_t to qualify the.mselves for any profes-
sion unless they go forward to a -qmv~rsity degree; while those. who proceed ~o 
the hio-hest deo-rees which the Umversity has to offer find their advantage m 
the m~re prosperous careers that are thereby opened to them. 

46. The general movement of college students may also be elucidated 
in the following way. Of 755 cand~d?'tes in Bengal who passed the Entrance 
examination of December 1878, 639 JOmed the first-year classes of colleges for 
general instruction in January 1879, exclusive of 32 students who joined the 
Civil EncineerinO' Department of the Presidency College. The 733 first-year 
students ~f 1878 formed the second-year classes of 1879, and their number was 
increased to 900 by the re-admission of unsuccessful candidates at the First Arts 
examination of 1.878. The second-year classes of March 1878 numbered 843; 
and of this number 672, besides ex-students and teachers, presented themselves 
at the First Arts examination of the following December. Of the 208 who 
succeeded in passing, 177 (including a few students of previous years) now 
form the third-year classes of colleges in Arts, in addition to 33 who have 
been admitted to the Medical College. The 161 third-year students of 1878, 
together with 52 unsuccessful fourth-year students, formed the fourth-year 
classes of 1879, which now number 213. Finally, 215 candidates (in 
addition to ex-students and teachers) presented themselves at the B.A. 
examination of January 1879: 71 passed, and of these 36 are now 
reading for the 1\I.A. examination, against 31 in the preceding year. It 
follows therefore that 90 per cent. of the successful candidates at the Entrance 
examination become members of colleges; that practi~ally all who pass the 
First Arts examination continue to read for their degree ; and that about half of 
those who win that degree attempt the standard for honors. 

47. The numbers in the Presidency College continue to show a satisfac-. 
tory increase, notwithstanding the high rate of fees: It is in every way 
desirable to attract as many students as possible to this, the strongest of 
all the Government colleges; and it is worth notice that the present returns 
show an increase, not only absolutely, but relatively to the whole number of· 
students in Calcutta colleges. The decrease in the Hooghly College is due to 
the much smaller number of students that passed the Entrance examination from 
the higher class schools of the neighbourhood. In the Dacca College every 
class shows an increase in numbers. The college is gaining in popularity, and 
the number of students who join the Presidency and other colleges from Eastern. 
Bengal is diminishing. The attendance at Kishnaghur and at Berhampore was 
reduced, not only by the smaller number of successful Entrance candidates, 
but also by the fact that several first-year students of 1878 appear not to have 
rejoined the second-year classes in the following session. The Berhampore 
College is kept up almost exclusively for the benefit of students from the 
1\Ioorshedabad district. In the colleges of Patna and Cuttack there is only a 
slight change. Bu~ Rajshahye College shows a very decided increase through
o?t• and notably m the second-ye!!:r class; the fourth-year class, containing 
six students, has been opened only this year. The Midnapore College has a 
second-year class of 13, instead of 3 as in the previous year . 

. The Calcutta aided ~alleges have .suffered loss in their first-year classes, 
owmg to the general failure of cand1dates at the Entrance examination of 
1878; and also in their third-year classes. After. the First Arts examination 
?f 1877, the. number of third-year students in aided colleges was 67, and 
m the Presiden?y College 45.. After that of 1878 the proportions were 
reversed; the third-year class m the Presidency College numbers 66 in all 
the aided colleges 38. ' 

. 'I'he Metropolitan Institution shows a considerable increase in the strength 
of 1~s Entrance class; and having been raised to the B.A. standard, it now has 
a thud-year class of 8 students. 

. 48. Comparing the table of expenditure with that for the previous year, it 
will be seen that the. total yearly cost of each student, which is reckoned as in 
former years accordmg to the average daily attendance, has decreased from 
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Rs. 395 to Rs. 376, after a decrease in the year before to nearly the same 
amount. But by recent orders of the Government o£ India the cost o£ each 
student is henceforth to be determined by the avera"e monthly roll number a 
much juster method. Reckoned in this way, the 

0

total cost of each student 
has decreased from Rs. 334: to Rs. 316; the Government share havin"' fallen 
from Rs. 228! to Rs. 206, and the private contribution havinO' ris~n from 
Rs. 105 to Rs. 110. The following variations in particular colle"'e~ chiefly call 
for notice. With fiv:e exceptions all the Government colle,.es sh~w a decrease 
in the yearly cost of each pupil to Government. The co";;t has decreased at 
Patna from Rs. 450 to Rs. 306, owing not only to an increase in the local contri
butions, but also to a large improvement in the average daily attendance. At 
Cuttack the cost has fallen from Rs. 854 to Rs. 290, owing to the fact that the 
subscriptions for the previous year were kept in sealed bags. They are now 
regularly paid into the trea1:1ury, to the stipulated amount of Es. 100 a month. 
The five exceptions are the following. At Kishnaghur the yearly cost has 
increased from Rs. 235 toRs. 358, owing to special expenditure and to diminished 
attendance. At Berhampore the cost has increased from Rs. 4 79 to the serious 
rate of Rs. 605 for each pupil; so that thi~ college, whose benefits are con
fined to a very limited sec:~ion of the .comm~nity, costs for each pupil nearly 
double the rate of any other m the provmce, w1th the exception of the Sanskrit· 
College, which is maintained on special grounds. The Rajshahye Colle""c, all 
of whose expenses were in the previous year defrayed by its endowment~, has 
now cost Government Rs. 52 for each pupil. The net grant to the colle"'e 
for the future will be Rs. 6,000 a year. Tho increase- in the l\lidnapo~e 
College from Rs. 54 toRs. 108 is merely due to a more accurate method of 
adjusting the accounts between the college and the school. The increase at 
Rungpore from Rs. 172 to Rs. 452 supplies a further argument for the aboli- . 
tion of the college classes. 

49. The total expenditure upon collegiate education has increased from 
Rs. 4,32,112 in 1877-78 to Rs. 4,40,757 in 1878-79. The total increase of 
Rs. 8,645 has been caused by an increase in private contributions to the amount 
of Rs. 14,409, accompanied by a decrease of Rs. 5,764: in the Government 
expenditure. The Government expenditure is really less by Rs. 12,000 than 
the amount shown in the table; the arrear subscriptions of the Cuttack College 
to that amount having been paid into the treasury, though not entered in the 
foregoing statement of the income of the college for the year. But the sub
scriptions at the lately determined rate of Rs. 400 a month having been 
regularly paid during the past year, the cost of the Cuttack college to Govern
ment is Rs. 7,000 less than in 1877-78. In the Presidency, Hooghly, and Patna 
Colleges there is an equally distributed decrease in the Government expenditure, 
amounting in all to Rs. 10,000, and a similar increase in the local income to 
the extent of Rs. 5,000. The increase of Rs. 2,000 in the Government 
expenditure on the Rajshahye College, while the extra assignment for the 
year from provincial funds was fixed at Rs. 500 only, is the subject of an 
inquiry that is now being made into the amount that has actually been 
paid by the Rajshahye Association towards the support of the college. The 
increase of Rs. 4,000 in the Government expenditure on the Kishnaghur 
College is chiefly explained by the payment during the year o£ the cost of 
the apparatus purchased for the college laboratory. In aided colleges the 
Government grant remains constant; the private contributions show an increase 
of Rs. 2,000. 

50. UNIVERSITY ExAMINATIONs.-The year under report, like its prede
cessor, was marked by a large reduction in the number of successful candi
dates at the various examinations of the University. This result was not 
confined to any particular province or to any class of institutions. It is not 
to be explained, therefore, by deterioration in the quality of the instruction or 
in the aptitude of the students. In the year 1876 an exceptionally large 
number of candidates passed the Entrance and First Arts examil).ations. · In the 
year 1877 an exceptionally large number were rejected at the First Arts and 
B.A. examinations, and therefore swelled the class of failed candidates com
peting at the corresponding examinations of the following year. Both thco;c 
causes would make it antecedently probable that a large number would fail at 
the First Arts and B.A. examinations of December 1878 and January 1870, 
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without tho necessity of assuming any great variation i? tho rigour . of ~ho uNivEnHITY 

standard. Of 759 candidates who appeared at the late Fust Arts cxammatwn EuocAnoN. 

fi:om Beno-al 208 passed, or 27! per cent. Of those candidates who appeared 
for the fir~t time 30 per cent. passed ; while of tho 214 unsuccessful candidates 
of pro·dous year;, only 17 per cent. passed. Similarly, among 262 candidates who 
were examined for the B. A. degree in January 1879, 71, or 27 per cent., were 
successful. Of those who presented themselves for the first time, 28 per cont. 
passed, while of the 84: rejected candidates of previous years only 21 per cent. 
passed. By a regulation ?f the University whi~h has lately come into force ~11 
unsuccessful candidates will henceforth be reqmred to attend the full course m 
an affiliated college for six months before again presenting themselves for 
examination, a measure which will probably hav~ the effect of increasing the 
percentage of success among that hitherto unsatisfactory class of students. 

51. FIRST EXAMINATION IN ARTs.-The following table gives the particulars 
of this examination. The number of second-year college students in March 
1878 was 843, and of these 672 appeared at the examination of the following 
December. 

First Arts Examination, December 1878. 
NUMBER PASSED IN THB-,------'-------

CoLLEG!S, Candidates First Second · Third Total. exnwiued. division. division. division. 
Gove1~Lment-

Presidency College 110 13 21 15 49 
Sanskrit , 16 3 2 5 
Hooghly 

" 60 7 9 10 26 
Dacca , 52 4 5 2 11 
Kishnaghur , . 38 2 9 11 
Berhampore , 20 3 2 5 
Patna 

" 48 .?. 3 5 11 
Cuttack 

" 9 1 4 3 8 
Rajshahye 

" 12 1 1 1 3 
lllidnapore 

" 8 2 1 3 
Rungpore 

" 4 
Chittagong 

" ... 8 2 1 3 

Total 385 34 52 49 135 

Aided-

General Assembly's College 89 2 12 9 23 Free Church , 30 5 3 8 
Cathedral Mission 

" 19 4 . 1 5 St. Xavier's , 15 4 1 5 Doveton 
" Bhowanipo~~ 

9 1 1 London Mission , 25 1 3 2 6 

Total 187 8 25 15 48 
rlnaidecl-

L~ 1\Iartiniere College, Calcutta 2 ... 
1\Ietropolitan Institution, , 97 4 10 6 20 Baptist Mission College, Serampore 1 

Total 100 4 10 6 20 
Ex-students and Teachers 87 2 3 5 

GRAND TOTAL 759 46 89 73 208 

52. An inspe?tion of this table shows that Government colleges passed 
35 per cent. of theu candidates, aided colleges 26 per cent. and privatB institu
tions 20 per cen~., while amo~g independent students o~ly 6 per cent. were 
~uccessful. ;A~~m, of the candidate~ from Government colleges, 1 in 11 was placed 
m the first dlVlslO~; o~ th~se £:om m~e~ and private colleges, 1 in 24. The Presi
denc:r College mamtams Its high position, passing 44! per cent. of its candidates; 
and Is closely. followed J;>y the Hooghly College, both in the percentage of 
successful candidates and m the number of those placed in the first division. 
The.new second-g~ade college of Chittagong has justified its establishment by 
passmg ~hree candid::;tes out of eight at this its first competition, thus taking rank 
by .the side of the l'liidnapore College. In the Dacca Patna Berhampore and 
RaJsh~hye Colleges the proportion varied from 21 to 25 p~r cent. At Dacca 
the~e IS no:v a strong and well-constituted staff of Professors, but the results of 
theu teachmg cannot well be looked for until the close of the current session. 

E 
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At Patna tlu:ee-fouxths of the students failed in mathematics, in which subject 
there were two changes o£ Professors during the year, one early in the session 
and another a few months before its close. At Berhampore, again, mathematic~ 
proved to be an element of weakness; while at Rajshahye as many as half the 
students failed in Sanskrit, a matter which demands the attention of the 
Principal. The Rungpore College met with very different success from that 
established at the same time and under the same conditions at ChittacronO'. 
None o£ its students passed the examination, a result which was held to'\a;'e 
decided the very doubtful question o£ its utility and its prospects of permanent 
success, and the closing o£ its college classes has now been ordered. The 
Cuttack College achieved the distinguished success of passing eight candidates out 
o£ nine sent up, a result on which all concerned may well be congratulated. It 
should be added, however, that the class originally consisted o£ 15 students. 

53. The following table shows the religion o£ the candidates. Upon 
the similar table for last year I had to. remark that no .Muhammadan candidate 
had passed in the first or second division, and only 12 per cent. altogether. 
The present year shows a much better result. 

Rind us 
llfahomedans 
Christians 
Others 

First Examination in Arts, December 1878. 
NUliBER P.lSSED HI' THE-

Candidat~s. First SeMnd Third 
dhision. dh·ision. division. 

698 37 81 67 
36 3 3 3 
16 3 1 0 
3~ 3 4 3 

Total 784* 46 89 73 

• Including 29 who were absent from the examination. 

""' TotaL 

185 
9 
4 

10 

208 

54:. Upon the results of the First Arts examination 49 senior scholarships 
were awarded. 'l'he following table shows the colleges from which the success
ful candidates came:-

Senior Scholarships, January 1879. 

CoLLEGES. 

Government
Presidency College 
Sanskrit , 
Rooghly , 
Dacca , 
Kishnaghur , 
Berhampore , 
Patna " 

" 
Cut tack 
Rajshahye , 
Chittagong , 
Midnapore , 

Aided-
General Assembly's College 

Total 

St. Xavier's 
London IIIission 
Doveton 

" , Bhowanipore 

" 
Total 

rrnai<Ud-
IIIetropolitan Institution 

GBA..'!D TOTAL 

First lll"Rde, 
Rs. 25 

a month. 

3 

... 
1 

4 

2 
1 

3 

3 

10 

Serond Jmlde, 
Rs.:W 

a month. 

7 
2 
6 
4 
1 
2 
6 
2 
1 
2 
2 

35 

1 
2 
1 

4 

39 

Total. 

10 
2 
6 
4 
2 
2 
6 
2 
1 
2 
2 

39 

2 
2 
2 
1 

7 

3 

49 

The 10 scholarships of the first grade are thrown open to general.competition; 
nine were gained by Calcutta candidates, coming in equal prop.orhons u:om .the 
Presidency ColleO'e, h·om aided colleO'es, and from the l\Ietropohtan Inshtutwn, 
while the tenth 

0
was gained by a ~tudent of the Ki~hnaghu~ College. The 

second grade scholarships are allotted beforehand m. defimte numbers ~o 
certain districts and divisions, that is, practically to certam colleges. There 1s 
therefore in their case no competition between one college an~ another, except 
as regards those situated in Calcutta. Of these last, the Pre;ndency and S_ans
krit Colleges gained seven and two scholarships respectively, and the a1ded 
colleges foux. 
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55. Sixteen of the scholars elected to hold their scholarships in the Presi
dency College, ten at Hooghly, four at Dacca, and two at Kis~naghur, the 
number of those choosing_ the IIooghly and Dacca Col~cges f?r thmr final course 
showin()' a considerable mcrease. All the scholarships assigned to Behar and 
Orissa ~re held in the local colleges. Five scholars chose tho aided colleges, and 
four the l\Iedical College of Calcutta, in which last only a single scholarship 
was held in the year before. . . 

It is worth notice that the numbers of scholars choosmg tho A or Literature 
course for the B.A. degree has increased of late years. At the first institution 
of the alternative courses it was remarked that all tho best students chose the 
course in science notwithstanding the fact that the test of examination had 
shown it to be the harder of the two. Scholarship-holders were almost unani
mous in selecting the B course. But some reaction has apparently set in, :for the 
course in Literature was chosen by 13 senior scholars of 1879! and by 14 of 
the year·before. The B.A. examination of 1879 reversed the judgment of former 
years as to the difficulty of the alternative courses, but the election was made 
before that result was known. . 

56. B.A. ExAMINATION.-The number of fourth-year college students 
in March 1878 was 221, and of these 215 appeared at the examination of J anu
ary 1879. The following table shows the results of the examination :-

B.A. Examination, January 1879. 
NUMBER PASS'HD IN' TnB-

""'-----~ 
COLLEGES. Candidates First Second ~'hird Total. 

examined. division. division. division. 
Government-

Presidency College 61 6 7 18 31 
Hooghly 

" 31 2 0 7 
Kishnaghur 

" 11 1 1 2 
Dacca 

" 16 1 0 6 
Patna 

" 11 -2 1 3 
Cuttack 

" 4 

TQtal ... 134 8 . 16 25 49 

A.ided-
General Assembly's College 34 ... 7 7 
Free Church 

" , .. 20 1 4 0 
Cathedrall\Iission 

" 19 1 1 
St. Xavier's , 6 

Total 79 2 11 13 

Ex-students 36 3 4 6 

Teachers 13 3 3 

GRAND TOTAL ... 262 8 21 42 71 

57. As in the previous examination, the Government colleges met with 
the greatest share of success, passing 37 per cent. of their candidates ; while 
aided colleges passed 16 per cent., and of private students 18 per cent. passed. 
Of the Presidency College students more than half passed; and the Dacca and 
Patna Colleges succeeded better than in the First Arts examination. Still, 
in the Dacca College out of 16 candidates, including four out-students, eight' 
failed in English, seven in mathematics, and eight in physical geography; and 
in the Patna College out of eleven candidates seven failed in English. The 
Kishnaghur College failed chiefly in mathematics; while o£ 32 Hooghly 
students, 10 failed in English, 15 in mathematics, and 17 in physical 
geography. 

58. The Cuttack College failed in this, as in the previous year, to pass 
any of its candidates. This, however, is not the test by which the value of 
a .college for Orissa should be judged. The Cuttack College contains no 
officer of the superior graded service; and all that its experimental establish
~ent shows is that stu~~nts so circumstanced are placed at a disadvantage 
m the general competitiOn. When the period of five years, for which 
th~ upper. college c~asses were sanctioned, has come to an end, the question 
of Its con~muance Will have to be settled, not by the failure of its students 
by a particular test, imposed under conditions in which success could hardly 
b~ expected, but partly by the resources that may be found to be at the 
disposal of Government for maintaining a college op. an adequate scale of 
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establishment, and still more, perhaps, by the political advanta"'es involved 
in. placing higher educatio~ within reach. of the inh~bita_nts of a p~ovince who 
will not go abroad to seek It. The questwn of multiplymg collerrcs in Denrral 
proper, and the question of establishing a college for Behar ~r for Oris~a 
involve widely different issues. In Bengal, the Government scholarships brin~ 
collegiate educ~tion within the reach of _all, and the:r are ea8"erly competed 
for by students m every part of the provmce. In Onssa, as m Behar, it is 
found that the natives of the country set no value on a gift which forces them 
to seek for education among foreigners. Though the benefits of the Patna 
College require to be extended among a- much wider circle than has hitherto 
felt its influence, yet no one will question the good which it has wrotwht for 
Behar, not only in regard to the spread of sound learning and the cultivation 
of intelligence, but in the practical way of training a bcdy, of men fitted to 
enter the professions or the public service. 'l'he Outtack College, properly 
equipped, will civilise Orissa, as the Presidency and other collr,ges have 
civilised Bengal, and as the Patna College is civilising Behar. Meanwhile, 
the way is being prepared for that result, and the level of education is being 
gradually raised, even though no students as yet pass the higher examinations 
of the University. 

59. Out of 273 candidates from Bengal, including 11 absentees, 108 
chose the A and 165 the B course at the B.A. examinations. For the first 
time since the establishment of the alternative courses the latter seemed to 
be the easier test, 29 per cent. passing in the scientific and 21 per cent. in the 
literary course. It is, however, also true, as shown by the number of failures 
in the common subjects of English and mathematics, that in this, as in former 
years, the B course was chosen by the most capable and ambitious students. 
The Presidency College is the only one in which both courses are regularly 
taught, though fourth-year classes for the A course were opened, or re-opened, 
during the past year in the Kishnaghur and Dacca Colleges, in addition to 
the course in science. From the Presiden~y College 20 students presented 
themselves in the A course, and· seven passed; none in the first division, and 
only one in the second. Of 43 candidates in the B course 24: passed, six of 
whom were in the first division. In the Kishnaghur College six candidates 
in the A course all failed, while of seven candidates two passed. At Dacca 
the A course candidates succeeded better, three passing out of five, while 
only two out of 13 passed in the B course. There can be no doubt that 
such a division of the teaching power is a source of weakness to. any college 
that is not fully equipped for both courses. The Principal of a college is 
placed in a difficulty when students put forward a request for an alternative 
course. Many of these are unsuccessful candidates at the preceding examin
ation, and if their prayer is refused they must join some other college. 
The Principal is anxious to keep as many students as possible in the 
B.A. class; he takes counsel with the Professors, and they decide together 
that· the necessary lectures can be arranged. In accordance with repre
sentations so made, I sanctioned last year the opening of alternative courses 
in two colleges ; but desirable a::~ it is to make the local college satisfy the 
requirements of all its students, yet the wisdom of such a concession 
must be regarded as still doubtful. 

60. The religion of the candidates is shown in the following table. The 
entire failure of the few Muhammadan students is to be regretted. The 
Eshan University scholarship of Rs. 45 a month is given to that llindu 
candidate, being a native of Bengal, who stands first on the list of B.A. 
candidates; it was awarded to Atul Krishna Roy, of the Hooghly College. 

Hindus 
l\lahomedaus 
Christians 
Others 

B.A. Examination, 1879. 

Nt"liDEB PASSED JN TH:B-

Number of ,.----· ..._ 
candidates. First SeC'ond Third 

di,·ision. di\'iSIOOo di"·ision. 

229 7 20 36 
11 

7 1 1 
26 1 5 

Total 2i3• 8 21 42 

• Including 11 who were absent from the examination. 

Total. 

63 

2 
6 

71 
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61. 1\I.A. DEGREE ExAMINATION.-The number o£ candidates for Honours 
was 23, of whom 13 passed; and for th~ ordinary d~gree 19, of whom 
nine passed. The Presidency College furmshed 13 cand1dates for Honours, 
and of these 10 passed; three in English, one in history,, five in mathematics, 
and one in philosophy ; an~ five candidates for the o~dmary d~gree, all o£ 
whom failed. Two cand1dates out of four passed m Sanskr1t from the 
Sanskrit Colle"'e, one of them with Honours. The Hooghly College passed 
two candidat~s for Honours in physical science, and the Kishnaghur 
Colle()"e one Honour candidate in English. The Honour candidates from aided 
colle;'es failed, but of those for the ordinary degree, five passed out of seven. 

CoLLEGE REPORTS.-The following accounts of the progress of higher 
education in the colleges affiliated. to the University in Arts are taken from 
the annual reports of the Principals. The statistics of the Presidency College 
are here given, as in previous years, in fuller detail than those of other colleges. 

62. Presidency College.-The changes in the staff of this college for the 
year under report were the following. In April Mr. J. Eliot was appointed 
Meteorological Reporter to Government. Mr. W. Booth replaced him until the 
commencement of this year, when Mr. Eliot returned. In the month of April 
the Reverend G. M. Wilson was appointed a Professor ; he taught mathematics 
in the first and second-year classes until the close of the year. Mr. A. E. Gough 
joined the college in June; he teaches philosophy and English in the third
year class. 1\fr. A. Clarke Edwards and Mr. F. B. De M. Gibbons joined in 
September; the latter gentleman taught mathematics in the college until 
November, when he resigned his appointment and returned to England. 
Mr. J. Mann joined the college in October, and was transferred to Hooghly at 
the beginning of the following session. Mr. W. J. Webb took furlough in August; 
l'.1r. Robson joined at the beginning of the year. He teaches Latin and English. 
There is a growing desire among the students to learp. Latin, and though it 
ents.ils much extra work on the Professors, the Princip-al thinks that, having 
regard to the requirements of English teaching, it should not be discouraged. 
In the second-year there are 19 students who attend lectures in this language. In 
March Mr. W. H. Paulson left the. college for the Principalship of Kishnaghur; 
his removal was felt as a loss. Baboo Nilmani 1\fookerjee, the Sanskrit Professor, 
has been absent throughout the year, and Baboo Shama Charan Mookerjee has 
acted for him. 

63. The comparative strength of the General Department of the college 
on tht~ 31st of March dm·ing the last four years is shown in the following table:-

1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 

~llar I Out- Regular 
I 

Out- Rer.;l•r I Ont· Re~ular I Out· 
stu enta. studeut9 students. I fttudents. stu ents. students. ~tu ent_s. students. 

Honour elass ... ... ~· 
13 "'''6 15 11 ""ii 16 ""'i Fourth· year claSs ... . .. . .. 61 86 9 65 70 

'!'bird , ,, ... . .. ... 38 6 M 10 45 10 66 • Second , , ... ... ... 128 84 93 27 123 so 120 10 
First . " . .. ... ... 70 ...... 101 .. .... 85 ...... 77 . ..... r-w;;--------

Total ... 810 45 46 829 49 849 15 

These figures, the Principal remarks, speak for themselves, and he p.oints 
with satisfaction to the recovery which has taken place in the number of students 
reading for Honours, by far the most satisfactory class that we have to deal 
with. 

64. It has been fonnd necessary to divide the second-year class, consist· 
ing of 120 students, into two sections, in order to ensure more efficient 
teaching. The division into sections has the obvious advanta()"e of securing 
for each individual student more of the Professor's attention. This is perhaps 
of more importance to the students of the second than of the first year, as 
the stimulus of the approaching examination makes them more willin()" to 
profit by it. But even in the first year (and to a less extent in the third 
and fourth-year classes) such a division would be very desirable if the strength 
of the c?llege staff permitted it. .In smaller colleges it is possible to adopt 
the tutor1al, rather than the professorial method of teachin()" the latter bein()" 
hardly well suited to students fresh from school ; but with the lar()"e classe~ 
in the Presidency College this is not possible. . The Principal conside;s that all 
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u•nvEasrrT the Professors are hard-worked, when it is remembered that some of them have 
Enuc.uiol'l. duties outside the Presidency College. 

65. Out of the 120 students composing the second-year class, 91 have taken 
up chemistry and 29 psychology. Among those who have taken up psychology 
there are four scholars. . 

Of the 66 students in the third-year class, 21 have taken the A course and 
45 the B course. The number of scholars in the two courses is seven and 11 
respectively. Of the optional subjects, five students have selected mathematics 
and history, one student mathematics and philosophy, and 15 philosophy and 
history. -

The fourth-year class consists of 70 students. Of these, 25 have taken 
the A course and 45 the B course. The number of scholars in the A course 
is two, in the B course 19. Two students have selected mathematics and 
philosophy as optional subjects for the A course; 23 have selected history 
and philosophy. . 

66. Classifying the students accarding to the social position of their 
parents or guardians, we have the following result:-

Belonging to the upper classes of society 
Ditto middle ditto 

22 
327 

349 

Classified according to religion, there are ~36 Hindus, seven Musulmans, 
and six Christians. 

· 67. The first-year class was examined in December last in the subjects read 
during the year. 'l'he result was satisfactory. From the second-year class 117 
students were sent up to the F.A. examination, of whom 13 passed in the 
first division, 21 in the second, and 15 in the third,· making a total of 49. Seven. 
were absent. Of the 61 who failed, 34 failed in English, 34 in the second 
language, 20 in history, 53 in mathematics, 30 in logic, 24 in chemistry, 
and three in psychology. Upon the result of this examination six scholarships of 
the first grade and 13 of the second grade were awarded to students of the 
college. l\Iohini Mohan Sen, who stood first among the successful students 
from this college, obtained the Gwalior gold medal. · 

68. The third-year class was not examined. 
The college sent up 63 candidates to the B.A. examination, 20 taking 

up the A course and 43 the B course. Of the A course candidates, one 
passed in the second division and six in the third, and one was absent. Of the 
12 rejected candidates, five failed in English, two in the second language, 
three in history, nine in mathematics, two in philosophy, and four in optional 
mathematics. 

Of the 43 who took up the B course, six passed in the first division, six in 
the second, and 12 in the third, and one was absent. Of the 18 who were 
rejected, eight failed in English, 11 in mathematics, seven in chemistry, seven in 
physical geography, and eight in physics. 

69. The following seven graduates were elected scholars, the subjects 
they have taken up for Honours being recorded against their names:-

1. Krishnadhone Mookerjee Mathematics. 
2. Devendra Bejoy Bose ... Philosophy. 
3. Kishori Mohan Sen Gupta Mathematics. 
4. Charu Chandra Sarkar Physical Science. 
5. Rajendra N ath Chatterjee Ditto. 
6. Amulya Charn Mitra ... Mathematics. 
7. Bhupendra Nath Bose English. 

The Haris Chandra prize was awarded to Krishnalal Datta, who is now reading 
for Honours in mathematics. 

Atul Krishna Roy, holder of a Laha science scholar~h~p, l1avin~ o~tained 
the Eshan scholarship from the Hooghly College, has now JOmed the l residency 
College. · . 

'l'he Honour class contained on the 31st March 16 graduates, of whom seven 
are studyin(J' , EnO'lisb, four mathematics, four physical science, and oue 

hil 
t> 0 

p osophy. 
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70. Twelve candidates presented themselves for the lust examinatio? for vNivBns•Tr 

Ilonours in arts. Of these, ten passed. Their names, the classes they obtained, EnucATiolf. 

and tho subjects they took up, are given below:-

Snrodn. Pro!lnd Ghosh 
Muhini :\tohun Chatt('rjee 
lbm Chnnder Alullick 
Ka1i Snuker Sukul 
Surcndra N nth Mitra 
Ashutfl!>h Gupta 
Snrodn Ranjan Roy 
Haridas Gargari 
Haridas Banerjee 
Surja Kumar Agasti 

NAME!. Claeses. 

SPcond 
Third 

" 

" First 

Bubjec!9. 

English. 

Hist'~ry. 
Mathematics. 

Philos~phy. 

Another student paid his fee for this ex~mina~ion, but, not having passed the 
B.A. examination, he was not allowed to s.1t for It. . 

Five candidates appeared forth~ ordinary degree of ~:LA., ~ne takmg up 
English, one mathematics, two philosophy, and one phys1cal sCience. They 
all failed. 

71. Sanskrit College.-Th.is is an Anglo-Sans~rit inst~tution, though it is 
open also to students who w1s~ to 1·ead Sans~nt ~xclus1vely. In the scho?l 
department the studies are earned to the Umvers1ty Entrance stan~ard. m 
English and in Sanskrit to a standard beyond that of the B.A. exammatwn. 
In the c~llege department English subjects are t!l;ught up to the .F.A .. standard, 
while the Sanskrit course is wider than that requued by the Umvers1ty for the 
degree of 1\I.A. in Sanskrit. 

In the college department the number of students on the rolls was on 
the 31st March 35, against 36. and 34: of the two pr~vious years. No great 
advance in numbers can be expected, seeing that the difficulty of the special 
Sanskrit course prevents the college being recruited from ordinary Entrance 
schools teaching. only up to Un~versity requirements; while of students who 
pass the Entrance examination from the Sanskrit collegiate school many enter 
other colleges. Thus, of 16 who passed this school last year, only five entered 
the Co11ege Department. Of the 35 pupils, 8 are in the first year, 11 in the 
second, 7 in the third, 2 in the fourth, and 7 in the Honour class. 

The fee income amounted to Rs. 1, 710, being an increase of Rs. 25 on 
that of the year preceding; while the total cost to Government was Rs. 14,354, 
against Rs. 14:,356; and the cost to Government for each pupil decreased 
from Rs. 495 toRs. 449, owing to an improvement in the average daily attend-
ance, the present basis of calculation. · 

The time given per week to the special Sanskrit course, compared with 
that devoted to the ordinary English subjects, is in the first year 18~ hours 
against 12 hours, and in the second year six hours against 22~ ; while in the two 
higher classes, which read the ordinary subjects at the Presidency College, nine 
hours and six hours respectively are given to Sanskrit lectures in their own college. 
There are also a class reading for Honours in Sanskrit for 18 hours a week, and 
a class recently opened to prepare candidates for the Sanskrit title examination 
in Sanskrit literature. Out of 17 candidates sent up to the First Arts examin
ation five were successful, three being placed . in the first division. The 
Officiating Principal attributes the large percentage of failure to the fact that 
the University no longer requires candidates for the higher examinations to 
present a certificate of probability of passing. At the B.A. examination both 
the candidates sent in passed in Sanskrit, though they were plucked in the 
other subjects which they read at the Presidency College. Three candidates 
went up for Honours in Sanskrit, of whom one passed, gaining a second 
class; and one went up and passed the M.A. examination. 

The ~fficiating Principal expresses his general satisfaction with the work 
don~ by. h1s colleagues. There were no permanent changes in the staff, which 
cons1sts of three Sanskrit Professors including the Officiating Principal, and 
two English Lecturers. · 

72. Hoogltly College.-There have been numerous changes jn the college 
staff, Mr. Gough, 1\Ir. Dowding, and l'lfr. Mann succeeding one another as 
Professors of English Literature; while Dr. Watt, Professor of Botanv and 
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Chemistry, was transferred to the Patna College,. and Dr. Jadab Chandra 
Bos~, Lecturer on Botany, died. The loss of the latter officer is deplored by 
the Officiating Principal; he was an assiduous and clever teacher, and an 
enthusiast about his work. The graded staff at the close of the year consisted 
of Mr. Griffiths, the Principal, the Rev. Lal Behari Day, and Mr. 1\Iann. The 
science subjects were taught by Dr. Gregg and by Mr. Abinash Chunder 
Dutt, who was appointed to the Department in 1878, after being educated in 
England. The number of stu~ents .on the rolls decreased during the year 
from 208 to 180, the loss bemg m the first and fourth-year classes; in 
the first year, from the fact that the candidates passing the Entrance examin
ation from the schools of the neighbourhood were fewer than in the previous 
year; and in the fourth year, owing to the small numbers of the previous third
year class. But the second-year class is so large that further admissions have 
been refused. The first-year class contains 50 students, the second 92, the 
third 17, and the fourth 19 ; there are two Honour students. 

For the F.A. examination 60 candidates went up, of whom 26 passed, 
7 being in the first division,-a fairly satisfactory result. In the B.A. examin
ation only 7 regular students passed out of 31 sent up. In physical geo
graphy 17 failed, and 15 in mathematics. The Officiating Principal was 
much disappointed at this unexpected result. One of those who passed, Atul 
Krishna Ray, stood second in the first division and gained the Eshan, the Vizi
anagram, and the Laha Science Scholarships, amounting in all to about Rs. 140 
a month. The Thwaytes Gold Medal and a Laha Science Scholarship 
of Rs. 25 a month were gained by Sasi Bhushan Adhikari. Three candidates 
went up for Honours in Botany, of whom two passed-one in the first and the 
other in the second class. 

The total fee income of the college was Rs. 12,237, a slight increase on 
the figures of the year preceding. The total .expenditure fell from Rs. 44,448 
to Rs. 43,024. 

The Botanical Garden suffered much from want of water, the pipe lead
ing from the pump to the river having been broken. The fact was reported to 
the Public Works Department in December, but the pipe was not mended till 
the last day of the official year. Meanwhile all the water plants had perished. 
The same thing occurred in the previous year. 

The hostels, both the Hindu and the Muhammadan, were in a satisfactory 
state, there being 70 boarders in the first and 81 in the second. The improve
ments in the management mentioned in the last year's report have given general 
satisfaction. There are 17 free boarderships in the Muhammadan hostel, which 
the Principal describes as being most useful and important aids to poor and 
deserving Muhammadan lads. The cost to Government of the Hindu hostel 
was Rs. 818; of the Muhammadan hostel Rs. · 136; in addition to the 
contribution of Rs. 1,713 from the l\1ohsin Endowment Fund. 

The gymnastic classes do not flourish at this college, there being an 
average attendance of only 28 pupils. 

73. Dacca College.-There have been no changes in the college staff 
during the year. The number of students has increased from 1 29 to 146, many 
students from Eastern Bengal schools being now drawn to this college instead 
of migrating to Calcutta. Of the 146 students, 55 are in the first year, 63 in 
the second, 12 in the third, and 16 in the fourth. The receipts from fees and 
fines amounted to Rs. 9,449, showing a slight increase over the previous year, 
and the total expenditure toRs. 33,197. 

For the F.A. examination 72 candidates, including 20 . out-students, 
were sent up, of whom 12 only succeeded, 1 of the 12 being an out-student. 
The failures among the 52 regular students were 34 in English, 34 in mathe
matics, and from 13 to 23 in the other subjects. In the B.A. examination 
out of 12 regular and 4 out-students sent up, 5 of the former and 1 of the 
latter passed. 

The Officiating Principal attributes failure in the University examinations 
to the utter indifference shown by students during their first and third years, 
and not to any want of earnest good teaching. '!'he failures of the college this 
year in the F.A. examination have been mortifying to all the Professors. 

The want of room in the college building for the large college and school 
classes has been for many years a great inconvenience. The l'ogose School 



OF l'UBLIC INSTRUCTIO~. 25 

bui!,ling· adjoining tho college has bee~ purchased by Government for t~e ~so 
of tho collen·iato school, Necessary repmrs have been effected, and tho bmldmg 
has now be~n handed over to tho college authorities. 

. Tho Dacca College has for many years past bee.n .remar~abJe for success 
in athletics and cricket, 1\nd under the present Offi01atmg Pnn01pal these pur
suits have been much prouwted by the organization of athletic tournaments 
and cricket matches. In the annual cricket match, "College vs. Station," the 
colleo·e eleven was, as usual, victorious. · 

A society has been started in connection wit~ the college with the . obJect 
of diffusinoo ooeneral knowledge and supplementmg the work .done m the 
college ~yo m~ans of :pop~lar le~tures and a reading-room. Nine lectures .on 
various hterary and sCientific subJects were fixed for the yeiLr 1879, of whwh 
several have been delivered. And in order to improve students in the arts of 

· speaking and composing, it bas been arra~~ed that a series of lec.t~res shall 
be delivered by students under the sttpervlSlo_n of the colle~e authontle~. . 

74. K£slmaghur College.-Mr. Rowe havmg been appomted to offiCiate as 
Inspector of Schools, Presidency Circle, Mr. Paulson joined the college as 
Officiating Principal in March 187~. The n~mb~rs on the rolls have decreased 
since the last report by 26, the falhng off bemg m the first and second-year 
classes; the total number is 79, against 105 of the year before. The fi.rst-year 
class has 23 students, the second 37, the third 11,·mid the fourth 8. 

Thirty-eight candidates appeared at the F.A. examination, of whom 
11 were successful, 2 being placed in the first division. Many candidates who 
had no chance of passing were sent up, as the college authorities are no longer 
required to do more than certify to attendance at a certain percentage of lectures. 
For the B.A. examination 12 candidates, including 1 ex-student, competed {two 
<>f those sent in being absent through illness), of whom 5 took the A course and 
7 the B. Of _the 12 only 3 passed, the failures being chiefly in mathematics, in 
which subject 8 were plucked. 'fwo Honour and one .M.A. candidate were 
sent up, of whom only the latter was successful. 

The total expenditure of the college was Rs. 27,201, of which Rs. 4,603 
were realized from fees and fines, the corresponding amounts for the previous 
year being Rs. 24,112 and Rs. 5, 732. · . 

Apparatus for the lectures in physics and chemistry was purchased during 
·the year at a cost of £273. 'l'he Endowment l!'und, amounting toRs. 41,893, 
.raised by public subscription, was lodged with the Collector of the district, and 
· has been invested in Government securities for Rs. 40,00(,; the balance being 
. credited to Government in part payment of the cost of the laboratory, in pursu
ance of an agreement originally made with the subscribers. 

The gymnasium was well attended throughout the year, some of the 
students being very fair gymnasts. Cricket was played in the cold weather, and 
much interest shown in the game. The new laboratory and lecture-rooms are 
in course of construction, and will do much towards r~moving the inconveni
ence that the lecturers in chemistry and physics have hitherto felt for want 
of space. The hostel contained 21 inmates on the 31st March, and seems to be· 
much appreciated. · . · 

75. Berhampore Colle,qe;-The only chan_ge in the college staff during the 
year has been caused by the transfer of Pundit Ramgati Nyayaratna, for 12 
years Professor of Sanskrit, to the Head-mastership of the Hooghly Normal 
School. 

On • the 31st l\Iarch 1879 there were 26 students on the rolls, 8 in the first 
and l8in the second-year ciass, against a total of 39 on the same date in the 
previous year. The Officiating Principal, Baboo Prasanna Kumar Sarbadhikari 
points out that the. College is recruited from the schools of the :Moorshedabad 
district only, :'lnd. that from all these schools only 14 candidates passed the 
Entrance exammatwn of 1878. Of tJ:te 8 students in th~ first-ye~r class (since 
reduced to 7), the fees of four are pa1d.by the Maharani of Coss1mbazar, arid 
of two others by Roy Annada Prasad, Roy Bahadur; while one is a continual 
absentee through illness. 

The total cost of the College Department was Rs. 17,106 aooainst Rs. 17 050 
of the year preceding; the income from fees and· fines Rs~ 1,971, ag~inst 
R.s. 2,210, leaving a net cost to _Go':ernment of Rs. 15,135. Twenty can
didates went up to the F.A. exammatwn, of whom only 5 passed, the failures 
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being 8 in English, 12 in mathematics, 6 in chemistry, 4 in history, and 3 in each 
of the other subjects. . 

The gymnastic class has had an average attendance of 33. The late 
gym_nastic teacher, Baboo Hari Mohan G~ng~li, organized a successful gym
nastic tournament for the schools of the d1stnct, and. collected some Us. 3 50 to 
be spent in prizes; some of the money is reserved fpr a similar contest next 
year. 

The Hindu hostel attached to the college had au average of 16 inmates, 
13 being students; and its total cost was Rs. 1,516, of which Rs. 537 were 
realized from fees and fines and the remainder from the proceeds of a local 
endowment of Rs. 14,000. · - · 

76. Patna Colle.qe.-There have been several changes in the staff during 
the year. Mr. McCrindle having gone on furlough for a short time, Mr. Bcllett 
officiated for him. Mr. Archibald, Professor of Mathematics, obtained leave 
on medical certificate for 15 months, and his place was supplied by Bauoo 
Nanda Krishna Basu, l\I.A., holder o£ a Premchand Roychand studentship. 
Ur. Willson's health also failed, and. he was obliged to take leave for three 
months. His duties were taken up by Mr. Abinash Chundra Dutt, who was 
subsequently transferred to the llooghly College, Dr. Watt from Ilooghly 
taking his place. 

The number o£ students had slightly decreased on the 31st ~larch, but 
had risen again to 133 when the report was written. Of the 114 returned on 
the 31st March, 39 were in the first year, 55 in the second, 10 in the third, and 
10 in the fourth. The Beharis numbered 65 to 48 Bengalis; and the Hindus 
94 to 19 Mahomedans. The proportion o£ Behari students is increasing year 
by year. 'I'he schools of the Patna and Bhagulpore divisions contributed 34 
students to the first year class, including 9 from the Patna Collegiate School; 
the schools.of Lower Bengal contributed 5 only. 

The amount realized from fees and fines was Rs. 8,293, against Us. 6,361 
o£ the year 1877-78-an increase of Rs. 1,932. The Government expenditure, 
owing to the officiating arrangements made, was Rs. 1,000 less than in the 
previous year. 

For the F.A. examination 44 regular candidates were . sent up, of whom 
11 passed, 3 being placed in the first division. This result was very different 
from what the Professors and the Principal anticipated, as the class was 
considered an exceptionally good one. 

Out of 14 candidates sent up for the B.A. examination 3 only were 
successful, the failures being 7 in English and 5 in mathematics. 

The scientific association, originally started by Dr. Roy with the object 
o£ organizing a series of lectures and of forming a museum, has been 
remodelled by Dr. Watt, and is in a flourishing condition. · 

The hostel contained 3! boarder!', of whom 7 were Uahomedans. The 
Beharis, as a class, object to reside in the hostel, as they will not live under the 
same roo£ with even their co-religionists if they come from Bengal. The 
gymnastic classes have been well attended, and the Beharis are at last begin
ning to join them. 

77. Ravenshaw College, Outtack.-The only change in the staff since the 
last report was that Baboo Lukhi Narain Dass went on medical leave in January 
1879, and was succeeded by Baboo Byomkesh Chuckerbutty, M.A., as Lecturer 
in 1\Iathematics. 

The number o£ students on the rolls on the 31st 1\Iarch 1879 was 33, 
against 39 in the previous year. There were 14: students in the first, and 1! 
in the second-year classes; in the third and fourth-year classes the numbers 
were 5 and 3 respectively. The Principal reports that of the 3G students 
on the rolls 18 were Uriyas, 14 Bengali settlers, 3 Bengali immigrants, and l a 
European; 27 were scholarshipholders, and of the remaining 9 only 2 were. 
Uriyas. It would therefore appear at first sight that withoL<t t.he aid afforded 
by Government or private scholarships the people o£ the proVInce are as yet 
either unable to make use of the opportunities of high education whic_h the 
colle,.e supplies, or are indifferent to its advantages. But it must agmn be 
reme~bered that the number of college students is limited by that of suc
cessful Entrance candidates. The number o£ feeder schools to the Cuttack 
College is only three, all of which are Government schools; the other higher 



OF PUDLIC INSTRUCTION. 27 

English schools in Orissa not having succeeded in passing any candidn;tcs at 
the Entrance examination. From those three schools only . 31 candidates 
passed the Entrance examinations of 1877 and 1878; and of these all but three 
are now readinrr in the first and second-year classes of the college. 

For the F.A. examination, out of a class of 15, 9 candidates were sent 
up, 8 of whom pass~d, _1 being placed in the first division. T~is is a highly 
creditable result, cons1dermg that out of the total number of candidates sent up 
from Bengal only 29 per cent. wer~ successful. For the B.A. ex~mination. 
4 candidates were sent up, but all failed. All of them were plucked m mathe
matics and three of the four in chemistry as well. The two candidates who 
passed' in Enrrlish were clerks in the Commissioner's Office, and to suit their 
convenience the fourth-year class throughout the year was held in the early 
mornino-; they had both failed in 1878. The Principal 1·egrets that the 
college has not yet passe~ the stage of having to fo;m it~ classes C!f office-clerks 
and place-seekers; but. 1t ~ay be ad~ed t?at until Unyas receive the same 
education as Bengal supphes, Bengalis Will occupy all the places and offices 
of the province. · 

The .fee income for the year was Rs. 1, 709,' and tlie total expenditure 
Rs.15,208. The annual Government grant is Rs. 6,000, the old allowance to 
the high school, and a further sum of Rs. 4,800 to meet a local contribution of 
the same amount for the support of the higher college classes. The total cost 
of the college to Government was, however, only Rs. 8,700. This year the 
Maharajah of hlohurbhunj has given a donation of Rs. 20,000 as a permanent 
endowment, and at his request the name of the college has been changed 
to Ravenshaw College, in commemoration of 1\fr. Ravenshaw's services as· 
Commissioner of Orissa. 

78. RaJshahye College.-The college was raised to the status of a first grade 
college in January 1879, when Mr. F. T. Dowding was added to the staff as 
Officiating Principal. 

. The number on the rolls on the 31st March 1879 was 59, an increase of 
18 on the figures of the previous year. In the first-year class were 22 
students, in the second 28, in the· third 3, and in the fourth 6; The number 
of students has nearly doubled within the last two years. All the students· 
were Hindus, though the Mahomedan element largely pteponderates in the 
population of the district: it is well known, however, that the Rajshahye · 
Mahomedans belong almost exclusively to the poorer classes of society. 

rrhe income from fees and fines was Rs. 1,795, and additional sums of 
Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 3,000 were realized from private sources, the ·former from 
the Dubalhati Endowment, the latter being subscribed by the Rajshahye 
Association, in addition to a further sum of Rs. 2,000 paid in February 1878. 

For the F.A. examination 12 candidates were sent up, of whom 3 were 
successful, 1 being placed in each division. The failures were mostly in 
mathematics, in which 7 out of the 12 were plucked, 5 failing in history, and 
6 in Sanskrit. 

The present college building being far too small to accommodate all the 
classes properly, a sum of Rs. 1,500· was sanctioned by Government for addi
tional class-rooms. 'l'his has not yet been spentJ there being some prospect 
of a large sum being subscribed for the erection of a permanent college 
building by the Rajshahye Association. Government has been asked to 
concede some additional land for the purpose . 

. 79. JJfidnapore Oollege.-There has been an improvement in the numbers 
on the rolls si?ce last report, the figures bei?g 21 this year, against 17 last 
year; 8 are m the first-year class, and 13 m the second. Six of the 21 held 
scholarships. . 

For"the F.~. examination 7 cand~dates went up, of whom 3 passed. Of 
th~ fol!r who fa1~ed, only o~e had stud1ed for two years at this college, and he 
faded m one subJect only. fhe C()llege moreover lost two students duriri"' the 
year, both of whom were successfuL at the F.A. examination, one as a~ ex
student of the :Midnapore College, the other as a student of the General Assem-
bly's Institution. . ' 

More accommodation being needed for the collecre classes Government has 
sanctioned an expenditure of Rs. 2,622 from the savin"'s of tl1e institution for 
the erection of two extra rooms, which will shortly be taken in hand .. 
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The income from fees and fines amounted toRs. 1,221, and the interest 
on local funds to Us. 3,030. The Government grant to the college is Us. 2,000, 
Rs. 1,000 out of the total net grant of Its. 3,000 haYing now been assigned to 
the school departm~nt.. 'l:he II_ead-maste~·, ~aboo <;Tangadhar ~hharjya, i" 
spoken of by the D1stnct Committee as enJopng their full confidence bcincr 
an excellent teacher and a strict disciplinarian. ' 

0 

80. Chittagoug College.-This second grade college was opened experiment
ally in 1877, and the first batch of students preseuted thcmsch-es for the F.A. 

:examination in December 1878. The results of the examination, in which 
3 candidates out of 8 were successful, may ..be held to haye justified the experi
ment. Mathematics was the subject in which most of the failures occurred, 
-5 out of the 8 being plucked in that subject. One of the successful candidates was 
a JUahomedan, being the second of that religion who has passed the F.A. examin
ation from the district of Chitta gong; he has since joined the Hooghly College. 
The numbers on the rolls are 14, the same as last year, 7 being in each class. 

The Golak Chundra Donation, which provided fur the maintenance of the 
college for two years_, has now come to an end, with the exception of a sum 
of Rs. 2,000 which has been invested, and will yield an annual income of 
Rs. 80. The Lieutenant-Governor, howeyer, on his visit to Chittagong in 
l\Iarch 1878, sanctioned the provisional continuance of the college and of the 
Government grant of Rs. 3,000 a year, if the rest of the necessary expenditure 
could be made up from local sources, including the savings of the school depart
ment, besides the ordinary college fees. The college is now being carried on 
temporarily under these conditions, pending a settlement of the question whether 
local subscriptions can. be raised for its permanent maintenance. 

Some additions have been made to the building in the course of the year, 
which have added greatly to the convenience of the classes. 

A boys' club exists in connection with the college, at which during the year 
some 40 essays were read by students. 

81. Rungpore Oollege.-At the date of report there were 9 students on the 
college rolls, 7. in the firRt and 2 in the second-year class. 

For the F.A. examination 4 candidates were sent up, all of whom failed. 
This disastrous result was as discouraging as it was unexpected, the Head
master having been confident that at least 2 would be successful. 

The income from fees and fines amounted toRs. 290, and Rs. 1,215 were 
realized from subscriptions. The total cost of the education of each pupil 
was Rs. 684, of which the Government share was Rs. 452. . . · 
· · 82. AIDED CoLLEGES.-Since the time when the grants to the aided colleges 
of Calcutta were fixed, their relative circumstances have undergone much 
variation: The amount of aid to be given has never indeed been settled, 
exclusively or mainly, by reference to the principle of results; though the 
estimate formed of the probable future usefulness of each college may be held 
to have influenced at the time the amount of its grant. Other circumstances 
which more directly affected the grant were the sums guaranteed from priyato 
sources and the amounts at the disposal of Government for high education. 
The following paragraphs will show that the grant now received by each 
college from Government bears no close relation to its usefulness; and in 
reference thereto I add a statement showing for each aided college its average 
attendance and its success in examinations for the last five years:-

Genernl Assembly's 
Free Church 
Cathedral :\lission 
St. Xaner's 
London Mission 
Dove ton 

AIDED COLLEGES. 

... 

Monthly I Al"ern2'e NUl:IBER PASSED I!i PIVB YE.!..RS AT 
GuYent- numher or ---,---,..---

went grant. IJUplls. First Arts., B.A. I M.A. 

Rs. 
3W 
4(j\) 

"""" 3<•) 
21>Q 
~.:;o 

2H 
100 

81 
75 
50 
lti 

79 
62 

~· 2.; 

'" 6 

:Ill 
~~ 

21 
6 

4 
10 

1 
1 

· 83. General .Assemb!y's College.-The number of students was 29G, divided 
as follows :-first year 97, second year 1!2, third year 21, fourth year 36. Thi:; 
is a decrease of 37 on last year's figures. 
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In tho F.A. examination out of 92 candidates 23 wero successful, 2 being 
placed in the first division. Fo~ the B.~. e:;m.~ination 36 candidat?s were 
sent up of whom 7 passed, allm the thu·d dlviswn. One student gamed the 
Hadlm i\:anta l\ledal and a scholarship of Rs. 25 a month in Sanskrit, and 
another student a scholarship of Rs. 20 a month, als? in Sanskrit. . 

The collccre expenditure was Rs. 28,497, of wblCh the Government contn
bution was Rs~ 4,200, and the income from fees Rs. 14,451. The cost of educat
iu(l' each student was H.s. 124:, and the cost to Government Rs. 18. 

0 8±. Free Olturclt Institutz'on.-The number of students on the roll on 31st 
l\larch was 98, or one less than last year, viz. first-year class 21, second year 
44 third year 4, fourth year 19, Honour class 10. Fees and fines amounted to 
Rs: 4,100; the Government grant was Rs. 5,520, and the total expenditure 
Rs. 22,420. The cost of educating each student was Rs. 255, and the Govern
ment share Rs. 6::!. 

The results of the University examinations were :-F.A. examination, out 
of 32 candidates 8 passed ; B.A. examination, out of 20 candidates 5 passed; 
whilst 4 obtained the degree of M.A. 

85. Oatltedral J.1fission Oollege.-The number on the rolls on 31st March was 
73, distributed as follows :-first-year class 17, second year 39, third year 6, 
fourth year 11. The number last year was 86. To the F.A. examination 
19 candidates went up, of .whom 5 passed. In the B.A. examination out of 
19 candidates only 1 was successful. The arrangement by which the science 
students of this college used to attend the physical lectures of the Presidency 
College as out-students has been modified in the case of the second-year class, 
which now receives chemical lectures in its own college. 

The expenditure during the year has been Rs. 23,119, which was met by 
Rs. 17,599 from fees and college funds and Rs. 5,520 from Government. The 
cost of educating each student was Rs. 361, and the cost to Government· 
Rs. 86. 

86. · St. Xavier's Oollege.-The college sustained a severe loss by the absence 
, through illness of Father Lafont. ·It is hoped that he will soon l?_e sufficiently 

recovered to return from Europe and resume his labours. 
-"TI1e-number of students on the rolls was on the 31st March 94, against 

105 last year. Of these 31 were in the first year, 42 in the second, 7 in the 
third, 13 in the fourth, and there was one Honour student. 

In the F.A. examination out of 16 candidates 5 passed, 4 iJI the first 
division, 1 obtaining a first grade scholarship and a Duff Scholarship. For the 
B.A. examination 7 candidates were sent up, but all failed,. 5 being plucked 
in mathematics. One student obtained the degree of M.A. in physical science. 

'l'he amount of fee;; collected was Rs. 7,186. The monthly fee has been 
raised from Rs. 5 to 6, and the increase of income thus realized has been laid 
aside for the purchase of books for a reference library. The cost of each pupil 
was Rs. 367, of which Government paid Rs. 51. 

87. London Mission Oollege.-The college has lost the services of the Rev d. 
A. Strachan, B.A., who, after giving his valuable help until September 1878 
1mddenly died from heat apoplexy. · ' 

The numbers _on ~he rolls were 57 on the 31st March this year, against 
60 last year; 20 bemg m the first-year class, and 37 in the second. Six 
students .P~s.sed the F.A. examination out of 27 candidates, 1 being placed in 
the first d1 VISiOn. · 

The cost of each pupil was Rs. 343, of which Government paid 
Us. 60. 

88. Dove ton Ool!ege.-The number on the rolls was 22 a(l'ainst 18 in 1878 · 
6 are in.the first-year class and 16 in the second. · ' 

0 
' 

The Principal regrets that the results of the F.A. examination were 
exceedingly unsatisfactory. ~ine candidates were sent up, of whom 6 were 
re~ula_r ~tudents and 3 had failed_ at l?revious examinations. Eight candidates 
fmled, six of th_em, however, passmg m four out of the five subjects. The one 
successfu~ candidate passed in the first division and obtained a second grade 
scholarship. The ~ri?cipal thinks that the University ought to take steps to 
prevc~t vwlent vanatwns of t~e standard from year to year. 

'I he cost of each pup1l was Rs. 441, of which Government paid 
Hs. 176. 

I{ 
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IV.-SECONDARY EDUCATION. 
89. The su?joined table shows the changes that have taken place during 

the year under th1s head. Schools for the education of Europeans and Eurasians 
are excluded, and will be separately noticed. 

SECONDARY ScHooLs. 
1sn-1s. 1Si8·7!l. 

r-~---. ,...~-----

Higher English. 
Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 

Government 48 12,875 48 13,236 
Aided A4 9,383 85 8,894 
Private 44 9,430 63 13,U03 

Total 176 :!1,688 196 36,033 

JJiiddle English. 
Government 7 1,037 6 820' 
Aided 453 24,906 422 24,387 
Private 112 5,675 112 6,283 

Total 572 31,618 5!0 31,490 

Middle Vernacula•·· 
Government 177 10,017 172 9,305 
Aided 830 39,406 783 38,601 
Private 80 3,811 106 4,701 --

Total 1,087 53;234 1,061 52,607 --
Lower Vernacular. 

Government 10 354 13 757 
Aided 1,536 53,1358 1,474 50,638 
Private 58 1,800 54 1,906 

Total 1,604 56,012 1,541 53,391 

GRAND TOTAL 3,439 172,552 3,338 173,521 

90. An inspection o£ this table shows that among aided schools there 
is a loss o£ 31 middle English, 47 middle vernacular, and 62 lower vernacular 
schools; partly balanced by a gain, under unaided schools, of 19 higher 
English and 26 middle vernacular. But the chief part o£ the reduction here · 
shown in middle and lower vernacular schools has taken place in the area 
covered by the primary grant. Confining the attention to secondary schools 
supported by grants-in-aid there has been a loss of 54: schools, namely 31 
middle English, 8 middle vernacular, and 15 lower vernacular, and a gain 
of one higher English school. 

9L The arrangement of the present report does not admit of a separate 
section being given, as in previous years, to a review of the grant-in-aid 
allotment, and it will be convenient to introduce in this place some general 
statements with regard to it; it being understood that this allotment, though 
operating mainly within the region of secondary instruction, is not entirely 
confined to schools o£ that class. The following table compares the distribution 
of the allotment for the last two years, exclusive of special grants for building 
and other purposes. 

TABLE I. 
Statement showing the distribution of Education under the Grant-in-Aid System 

for 1878 & 1879. 

Collep;es ... 
Higher Englisb:scboois ... 
fiddle ... ... 
Iiddle ver~acuhn·:: ... ... 
ower 11 " ... . .. 
imary , ,. ... ... 

iris' schools for natives 
for Europeans:'&o. 

ll 
1t 
L 
Pr 
G 
B 
G 
ll 
N 
T 

oys 
iris " 

" for 
" ... 

li:r.ed ., 
" .. ... 

ormal " .. " ... 
echnica.l schools ... ... 

Total 

... ... . .. .. . ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. ... 
... 

1878. 

Number I Number I Receipts J 
of institu· . from Gov-

tions. of ~upils. ernment. I 

Rs. I 
6 701 24,1S6 

84 9,31'3 48,842 
403 24,900 1,30,4ti3 
5a 28,914 87,2!13 
130 6,0:l5 7,825 
192 4,876 7,101 
288 7,559 4i,557 

8 1,6:J7 35,-158 
11 9!11 19,:!~1 

18 786 13,!l'l7 
15 775 16,099 ...... ······ . ..... 

1,779 85,663 4,35,702 I 

1879. 

. I I Totnl Number N ber Receipts Totnl of institu- r I urn il from Gov-receipts. tions. 0 pup 8• ernment. rcccjpts. . 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1,1A,600 6 610 2l,VHt ),:!O,Iil5 
l,H4i,5t8 85 8,8~l.j. 4>i.;;;~ ],!IO,:!!I[j 

3,711,:!1:'19 422 21,:N l,l7,HU.3 3,-I!I,HH~J 

2,-!7,151 5t;#l 2!.1,114 s-vm; 2,.~.j,!¥.1t) 

22,0:~7 115 4,:;'8 7,7;~· 21,7'!!} 
lH,ti:J2 lfi:l 4,459 fl,!J!i:i 17,1:$1) 

I,5!1,7n 21J9 G,\\.18 4],~1.') ],[i:!,llfS 
l,M,-!:!5 8 1,611 z~.u~ },:r},:~7l 

70,5H 12 1,115 1 !I," ~t) Tl,OH 
38,117 18 ~~12 14.:!~1) 4:j,.'",!il 
4:!,~4 12 8:W )3,HIIJ 4.:J,:j!l~ 

······ 1 11 ······ lt;7 

,--1,677 -----------
1U5,WS 83,281 4,0l,~:W j 13,Ui.376 
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92. Tho reduction in expenditure, both from Government and from 
private sources, follows on the reduction in th~ number of .aide~ s~hools. 
How that reduction bas been brought about . Will here be. brrefly 1:rdwate?· 
By far t!w greatest act~vity .has been sho~vn m ~h.e Presidency 9ncle ; m 
withdrawmo- rrrants from metlicwnt schools, m revismg the establishment or 
the cla~s of th~se that gave promise of improvement, and in aiding new schools. 
It will be seen hereafter that the operations in the two districts of J essore 
and N uddca suffice to account for a large share of the reductions shown in the 
present report. In Orissa equal diligence has been displayed, regard being had 
to the total number of schools in that province. In the division of Burdwan 
a smaller proportion of schools hav~ been called to acco:unt in .this ~ay; but the 
Inspector, while fully acknowledgmg the large marg1p. of m~ffim~nt scho~ls 
that exist in the division, has pointed to the prevalence of epidemiC fever m 
recent years as supplying a s1_1fficie~t explanation of the d~cl~ne of schools, and 
as a:ffordin()' a reason for dealmg with them tenderly and givmg them a chance 
of recovery. Full weight sho':l~ . be allowed t?" these considerations. The 
circumstances of the Burdwan DIVlSlOn are exceptwnal; and any school honestly 
struO'rrlin()' with its difficulties, and not unsuited to the locality, may well be 
allo-~~d ~ lon()'er period of grace in which to re-establish itself. But all such 
cases, in Burd;,an and in other divisions also, must be carefully distinguished. 
When that distinction bas been drawn, there will still remain a large number of 
schools which, professing to belong to a given class, and receiving grants 
corresponding thereto, have nevertheless for years together either sent no 
candidates to the departmental examinations of the class, or failed to ensure 
their success. In other words, they have not fulfilled the conditions under 
which, whether'expressly stated or not, grants were given them. That one or 
more pupils should pass each year by the standard which a school professes to 
teach is, if not the best criterion of efficiency throughout its classes, at any 
rate the only test which we can now apply. Inspectors have been urgently 
reminded that a grant-in-aid is not a benefice, to be held by a school irrespect
ively of its merits or success. The test of efficiency is not a severe one. In 
defining inefficient schools, those only have been regarded whose pupils have 
entirely failed at two or more out of the last three examinations. Further, those 
schools which, having failed at two, have succeeded at the third of these examin
ations, are regar'ded as "improving" schools. Those, again, which have been 
newly established, or whose class has been newly raised, are reserved for special 
consideration. Hence, an inefficient school means, ·as regards the present 
question, an old established school with a sufficient grant, whose pupils have 
either not appeared, or have altogether failed, at the scholarship examinations 
of 1878, and of one or both of the two preceding years. With regard to each 
of these schools, of which detailed lists have been furnished, the Inspector has 
been requested to make a special investigation, and to report what are 
the causes of failure, and what the prospects of success, in each case. Cancelment 
of the grant, as before stated, is by no means the only remedy that has been 
proposed or applied. In some cases revision of the establishment, in some the 
appointment of new teachers or a new committee, in some reduction of the 
class, in some transfer of the site, in some, again, the increase of local sub
scriptions, h~ve been found to supply the necessary means of future improve
ment. ~ut m other cases remedial measures have been found unavailing, The 
general h1story of such cases is somewhat as follows. Some of the leading men 
of a village are seized with the desire for a middle-class school. They consult 
the Deputy Inspector, w~o advises _them as to the necessary scale of establish
~ent and the amount of aid for whwh they should apply. Some enthusiasm 
Is aroused, a committee is formed, a subscription list circulated and teachers 
appointed. All goes '!ell for a year or two, when dissensions ari~e among the 
members of the committee. A party breaks off, and their subscriptions cease. 
The pay _of t~e tea_chers falls in~o arrears, and the head-master, seeing no hope 
o£ re~lizmg It, res1g~s h1s appomtment. An inferior man takes his place, well 
~no.wmg the. precanous natu;re of hi~ salary. Dissatisfaction with the school 
mc1eases, pupils leave, and thell' fees With them; the secretary no longer makes 
those advanc~s by which he had endeavoured to satisfy the teacher and to keep 
the school gomg; and finally the Deputy Inspector or the Inspector learns 
something of the state of affairs, and comes down suddenly on the school. If 
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it is found, as it is not seldom found, that the accounts of the school have been 
inaccurately represented to the Inspector, the grant is ·w-ithdrawn. If, however, 
the management has been honest, an effort is made to reconcile the existinrr 
differences, and to start the school again. This attempt may succeed or not'; 
but in the many cases in which it finally fails, all that can be said is that the 
school was established without possessing the clements of permanent success. 
From schools aided under conditions similar to these, grants are beinrr con· 
tinually withdrawn. 

0 

9::1. The following table sums up for reference the detailed statistics of 
attendance and expenditure in all Govem.ment and aided secondary schools, 
including those aided from the primary or circle grant. 

Attendance and Expenditure of Schools of Secondary I.nstruction during 1878-7!:1 . 

.. ~ 
0 .,; 

0~ 
~ " RELTGION OF STUDBNTB ON 

RECEIVED FRO~-~"' .& TUE 31ST MAncn lb79 • 0 
~ " 0 "' -;; 

"" !l !!:J i;j g.:::a) 
CLASS OP lNSTITUTIONB. c; - o•-- > ·a " Expended. 

0~~ ".: "" ~ " "" ~ 

$E~ ~·~ " "' Government. Local fund•. Total received., "' ~ 
~ 

~ f ""' ~a ~~ = 
~ S"" ., 

"" " ~-.=;a §,. .,~ .a " "" >" i:ti 
d :.-; z :::l ~ "' :::l 0 
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13,2J 10,\)(J 

HIGHER ENGLISH- Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A, P. R•. A. P. 

Government ... ... 4~ 12,328 10,115 104 2,149 80 1,2ti,217 s Gl 2,7r,OI3 3 10 4,f12,2r.O 7 .g 3.99.-117 u 31 
Aided ... . .. 85 8,8H4 8,:350 6,174 4:j 8,4la 4U5 a 48,51il 14 3 1,41,73a 9 s l,UU,:!U5 7 6 l,S8,0\J9 13 11 -------------- -------·-

Total ... 133 22,130 20.678 16,289 147 19,346 2,55·~ . 83 ~919}1~~ 5,92,1i55' u 10.} 5,87,517 12 21 ---- ----
MJDDLB ENGLISH-

Government ... ... 6 8201 6·12 5t7 ..•... 3~7 4-16 47 9,770 10 11 6,309 6 6 1G,1~0 0 5 1~.no o 5 
Aided ... . .. 422 24,~87 22,101 16,786 407 21,152 2,740 88 1,17,803 2 3 2,>2,106 0 Gl 8,4~t,Uot.l 2 9i 3,~>,1<17 11 2 ---------Total ,., 428 25,207 22,HGl17,333 = 407 21,489 3,17G ~~~~~ ~~~~ a,GG,o:m s 2t 3,G0,3:!7 11 7 ---------

}lJDDLE YERNACULAR-

172 0.3051 8.6081 6,582 Government ... 1 7,585 1,491 228 48,316 0 4 27,!l'72 4 11 75,r.RB 14 3 75,6~8 u 3 
Aided ... 78:l 38,6U1 35,724 27,127 218 33,162 5,150 65 l,IJ1,958 8 11 1,76,:!Hl 8 4 2,78,:!:!0 1 3 2,'il),l6lJ 3 1 

-----------------------------------
Total 955 47,906 44,3a2 33,709 210 40,747 6,647 2oa 1,50,275 2 3 2,oa,o8a 13 3 3,53.908 15 6 3,51,8::i8 1 .. --------------------------

LOWER VERNACULAR-

Government ... 
Aided ... 

Total 

GRAND TOTAL 

... 13 757 6~9 32~ 6 610 86 49 1,G30 13 3 320 8 0 l,!l51 6 3 ],fl.'il 5 3 

. .. 1,4H 50,638 46,623 36,9aa 230 41,400 8,561 4>7 7·1,616 0 5 78,3U3 8 9 1,5:!,1!19 9 2 1,52,519 7 6 

--------------------------------
... 1,487 51,395 47,262 37,259 236 42,016 8,647 496 76,:!16 13 8 , 78,62-1 0 9 1,54,870 1.. 5 1.5-!,170 H 9 

5,2s,sa 14 10ll9,as,5oii""lli 
---------

3,003 H<l,6a8 135,018 104,590 1,009 123,598 21,02~ 1,007 J.I,U7,375 0 0 14,5i,174 5 1fJ 

N.B.-Exclusive of European and Eurasian schools for boys. 

94:. HIGHER ENGLISH ScHooLs.-The unique importance of this class of 
schools, and the necessity of keeping their establishments and their methods of 
teaching up to the highest possible standard of efficiency, depend upon the fact 
that they furnish the only source of supply for colleges. In Bengal the question 
of their efficiency is chiefly important as determining the quality of the educa
tion which they give; the most disting-uished students of the University come, 
as is well known, from the great schools. But in Behar, in Chota Nagpore, and 
in Orissa, the question of quantity takes the foremost place. What is chiefly 
needed for these provinces is a due supply of students who are able to enter the 
University. That one Dehari should take high honours is of much less moment, 
in the present state of that province, than that ten should pass through the 
ordinary college course and qualify themselves for those duties, official or 
professional, which are now undertaken by foreigners. The Patna College 
offers high education to all who pass the Entrance examination, but the number 
of those who pass is still lamentably small. The usefulness of the Cuttack 
College must always be limited by the number of candidates that pass the 
Entrance examination from the district schools. So few pass from tho schools of 
Chota Nagpore that the question of a college for that division is altogether 
premature, 'though ·only on that ground. Middle and primary schools offer 
to the great majority of their pupils a course which is complt!te and sufficient. 
Higher schools do this also; but they provide, further, the only means of access 
to the University. 
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1)5. The figures of higher 'English schools are repeated:-
1877-78. 1878-79. 

A r-

Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 

Government schools 48 12,875 48. 13,236 

Aided 8-1 9,383 85. 8,894 , 
. 9,430 63 13,903 Privata , 44 

Total 1Z6 "31,688 196 36,033 

Aided schools, notwithstanding the increase of one in thl:lir number, have 
suffered a considerable loss of pupils, and Government schools show an . equal 
gain. The only great increase is in unaided schools. Each class w1ll be 
separately noticed in detail hereafter. 

1)6. Meanwhile, the results of the University Entrance examination for 
the three classes of schools may be brought together:-

• Entt·ance Examination, December 1878. 

Number Number 
NUMBER PASSED IN THB-

Percentag • 
CLASS OP SCHOOLS. 

of ot 

I l I 
of 

competing candidates. First Second Third Total. success. 
schools. division. division. division. 

Government schools ... ... ... ~o· 7Sl M 201 111 876 51'~ 

Private SC'bools (aided) ::: ... ... ... 7S S67 8 51 ~ 103 z~·o 

Ditto (unaided) ... ... ... . .. 70 7US so 132 lOS 265 s3·~ 

Pri\""ate students and teachers ... ... . .. ...... 42 1 8 2 11 26'1 -- I Total ... 193 1,93S 103 892 260 755 89'0 

• Includmg the Bethune guls' school and the Sealdsb medical school. 

As in the previous year, the Government schools passed more than half 
their candidates ; the prop.ortion of success for the whole area covered by the 
Calcutta University being 42 per ·cent. Also as in tne previous year unaided 
schools passed a greater percentage of their candidates than aided schools. 'l'his 
is not to be wondered at. Higher class schools that ask for no grant-in-aid are 
either maintained by some wealthy man, . or are situated in populous centres, 
where there is a great demand for education of that class, and where, consequently, 
the fee receipts are regular and large. In either case the establishment is 
·likely to be strong, and the school to be in all respects well found. Many aided 
schools in the country find it difficult even with the help of a grant to make 
both ends meet; and the constant tendency to reduce grants on renewal acts 
hardly on those schools whose inh~rent expansiveness is not great enough to 
supply the slight loss so caused. These are the schools that swell the "ineffi
cient margin,'' and it is to these. that inquiry has been specially directed. 

97. The following table compares the success of Government, aided, 
and private schools at the Entrance examination in greater detail. Private 
students and teachers are excluded. 

DIVISION. 

Burdwa.n ... ... .... 
Presidency ... ... ... 
Calcutta ... ... ... 
Raj shu bye ... ... ... 
Dacca ... ... ... 
Cbittagong ... ... ... 
Patna ... ... 
Bhugui)?Ore ::: ... ... 
Chota Nagpore ... ... 
OriS!Sa .•. ... ... 

•rota! 

"' NUMBER OP scri:OOLS NUMBER OP SCHOOLS 0 
0 • WHICH BENT ~A.N .. ~ROM WHICH CAN .. 

"' ~ IUDJ.TES. DIDA.TEB PASSED. 

"0 
~ 

" ~ "' ~ 8 s " " .~ ,; 8 

i -;; .,; 'il ~ 
e .,; 

-;i 0 > " .. ~ ~ E-i 0 ~ ;E 0 0 ill 0 
"' E-i "' E-i 

. .. 53 7 2d 18 46 7 16 9 32 ... 56• 6' 25 17 48 6 16 12 34 .. . 24t fit 5 24 34 5 4 16 25 ... 11 6 5 2 IS 6 4 2 12 ... 17 5 5 7 17 5 3 5 1S .. . 2 2 0 .o 2 2 0 0 2 .. lS 6 8 8 12 6 3 0 9 ... 10 5 2 3 10 5 l 2 8 ... 7 5 2 0 7 4 0 6 ... 5 8 0 1 4 3 0 0 3 --------------... 198 50 78 70 198 49 49 46 1~ 

• Inclusive of the Scaldah medical vernacular school. 
t Ditto ot the Bethune girls' school. 

~ 
CANDIDAT:ES PASSED 

Ili THE-

:a 
.~ ~ 

.; 
= 0 .s ·~ ·;; 

"0 ·~ ·;: 
~ :a :a $ :a "' " :g ~ 6 ! ~ ~ "' "' E-i E-i 

345 16 6S 46 125 
S76 2 72 48 122 
553 54 12d 74 251 
100 7 18 12 37 
2<H 9 40 49 107 
26 0 5 4 9 

113 7 19 7 S3 
49 5 15 5 25 
35 1 9 8 18 so 1 11 5 17 

1,89ljlo2 834 258 744 

l Ditto 2nd grade junior soholarship awarded to Miss Kadumbini Bose • 

~ 
0 
-5 .. 
"' ·~ .., 
~ 

" . 
"'~ a.:: 
~"' Z"' 

21 
20 
22; 
14 
22 
5 

18 
12 
7 

10 

151 

. It a~pears theref?re ~hat every Government school sent candidates, and that_ 
(w1th a smgle exceptwn m Chota Nagpore) from every such school candidates 
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passed. The efficiency and the popularity of these schools are firmly estab
lished, andincreasing year by year. From a total of 8! aided schools at 
the beginning of ihe year 73 sent candidates to the examination, and from 
49 .of !hes~ candidates passed. Judged, therefore, by a single examination 
(whiCh 1t Will be remembered is not the test departmentally applied), 42 
per cent. of aided English schools are inefficient. The existing number of 
private schools is not -:known, since many furnish no returns to this department; 
but of 70 that sent -candidates to the examination 46 were successful, leav
ing an inefficient margin, judged again by a single examination, of 33 
per cent. 

98. GovERNMENT ScnooLs.-Schools of this class are either collegiate, 
under the control of the Principal of the college to which they are attached, 
with the exception of the -school departments of second grade colleges under 
ungraded officers, which are managed as zillah schools; or zillah schools, which 
are under the supervision in educational matters of the Circle Inspector, and in 
financial matters of· the District Committee. Zillah schools, again, are des
cribed as of the first, second, or third class, according as the number of their 
pupils is over 300, between 175 and 300, or under 175, the scale of estab
lishment being also determined accordingly. The following tables show the 
results of the Entrance examination for the schools of each class. The 
merit marks in the last column are determined by assigning one, two, and three 
marks respectively to each boy passing in the third, second, or first division. 
The schools are arranged in the order of their total merit marks, but it "Will be 
understood that the. classification is after all but rough; and that a school with 
a comparatively small attendance may deserve much more credit from the success 
of its pupils than its place in the list among larger schools would indicate. 

Collegiate Schools. 

1 Number Number First Second Third Total Merit N AMBB OP SCHOOLS. lof pupils on of 31st March candidates. divisiOn. divi:sion. dnisiun. passed. mnrk.s. 
1879. 

Hindu ... ... ... ... .. . .. . 403 M 16 13 7 3fl Rl 
Hare ... ... ... 561 55 12 17 7 ::ir, 77 
Dacca ColleJ;ii;te School::: ... ... ... 375 30 1 u 6 2! 37 
Kishna~hur , u ... ... ... .. . 395 45 .. .... 10 9 19 2~J 
Sanskrit , 

" ... ... ... ... 21~ 31 l 8 7 1r. ~" 
Hoo.2hly ., .. ... . .. ... .. . 4fl6 41 . ..... 12 2 H 2~ 
Rajshnhye ,. .. ... . .. ... .. . 8t16 21 4 5 3 12 25 
Cuttack ,. , ... ... ... . .. 21;9 11 1 6 3 10 )' 
Patna , ., ... ... ... .. . 4,1 32 1 5 3 9 1" 
Calcutta 1\tn.drassnh ... ... ... ... 8!J3 25 1 6 1 8 I" 
Hoogbly Branch School ::: ... . .. . .. 2gl.) 28 1 2 5 8 u 
Midnapore Collegiate School ... ... ... Sill 19 1 2 4 7 11 
Runllpore ,. .. ... . .. .. . 320 9 1 3 2 6 11 
Berhampore .. .. ... ... ... 2117 13 . ..... 3 2 5 ' Chittagong .. .. ... . .. ... 4'36 18 . ..... 3 2 5 s 

99. The Hindu and Hare Schools of Calcutta maintain their easy 
pre-eminence. Their strength has declined compared with the previous year, 
the numbers of the :former school having fallen from 425 to 403, and of the 
latter f:t·om 612 to 561. This result is described by both head-masters to 
the recent opening of the ''City school," under private management and at 
low rates of fees, a circumstance which has also affected the attendance in tho 
Sanskrit collegiate school. The income of the Hindu. School from fees only 
was Rs. 21,460 and that of the Hare School ~s. 26,668; the former 
paying its cost within Rs. 592, ·and the latter leavmg a surplus of _Rs. 2,23!. 
The first three boys in the University Entrance list were pupils of the 
Hindu School. The Dacca collegiate school has now spru~g into the 
third place among the higher English schools of Bengal. ~xtensiv~ changes 
were made in the teachin"' staff in the last and precedmg sesswns, and 
these are now making th~ir influence felt. Much is also due to th~ energy 
of 1\Ir. Pope, the Officiating Principal . of the College, who has .pmd close 
attention. to the disciplin~ of . the sch~:JOl and the ~e!hods ofteach~ng. Only 
five candidates out of 30 failed m Enghsh. The Prmcipal has also mtroduced, 
in communication with the head-masters of the other four Entrance schools 
in Dacca, a set of rules to check the frequent migration of pupils from 
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school to school, a crying evil of former days. The numbers of _tho school asooNIJAnv 

have increased from 373 to 375. There was a loss of 39 students m the two souoATloN. 

highest classes, owing to the salutary enforcement o~ strict rules of promotion, 
and a crain of 41 in the lower classes. The Kishnaghur collegrate school 
has als~ sensibly improved its position. Its pupils have increased from 36~ to 
395 and its fee receipts from Rs. 7,099 to Rs. 7,606. 'fhe Hooghly collegiate 
sch~ol with 406 pupils, succeeded indifferently at the Entrance examination. 
The b

1

t,ildi~g is probably more unfitted f~r the purposes of a school than any 
of it~· class m Bengal. The head-master wntes :-"Our rooms are all thorough-
far<.>'J lar"'e, and open on every side to the noise from the adjoining classes, 
eit~e~ fro~ the absence of doors or from the necessity of keeping them open 
fr,r the admission of light into other rooms." The . num~er~ of the 
J.Ioo"'hly branch school, also under the management of the PrmCipal, have 
adva~ced from 196 in 1876, when its net grant was reduced from Rs. 3,000 to 
Rs. 1 800 to 296. Only Rs. 60 of the net grant were spent during the year. 
The ~cho~l was not so successful in the Entrance examination as in the previous 
year, but the Principal reports that the present head-master has brought fresh 
vigour into its maJ?-agement. _ . . . . . -

100; The RaJshahye collegrate school d1stmgmshed Itself by passmg four 
candidates in the first division. The · Ravenshaw collegiate school, Cuttack, 
suffered much from internal dissensions, resulting finally in the removal of the 
head-master. The system of promotions was excessively bad, and o£56 pupils in 
the Entrance class in March 1878 only eleven were found fit for the examination ; 
of these ten passed. The new head-master is an officer of experience and repu
tation ; but the staff of the school is weak in the lower grades. The Patna 
collegiate school had 481 pupils, against 496 in the previous year; its fee income 

. was Rs. 11,17 4. The school fared ill at the Entrance examination. The P1·incipal 
states that great care was taken in making promotions.from class to class at the 
beginning of the session. This is in accordance with the orders of Government 
in the Resolution upon the last report; but when nine candidates only passed out 
of 31, 19 failing in English, it is. still open to doubt whether more strictness 
might not with advantage have been exercised. The maintenance of a high 
standard among the pupils of the Entrance class, and of that next below it, is 
essential to the success of a school. With fewer indifferent pupils to drag 
back the rest more might have passed the examination. The rwe has, no 
doubt, to be applied more cautiously in Behar than in Bengal, but its value 
is beyond question. It reacts also in the most salutary way on th'El teaching of 
the lower masters, who are deprived of. a great stimulus to exertion if the 
majority of their pupils pass up, almost as a matter of course, into the class 
above. The 1\lidnapore collegiate school suffered from the prevalence of a 
malarious fever. The head-master attributes the failure of the candidates at the 
Entrance examination to some confusion and delay that arose out of a mistake 
in the number of question papers sent from Calcutta for the examination 
in English. As 12 candidates failed in that subject, and only four in any 
other, there may be some ground for this belief. Of nine candidates from the · 
Rungpore collegiate school, six passed, one in the first division; a creditable 
1·esult. In the previous year also six passed. The number of juni01· scholarships 
usually allotted to the district is three, to which Government has now added 
two more as a compensation for the withdrawal of the college classes. There 
are also two private scholarships attached to the school; one awarded annually, 
and the other every alternate year. According to the present average results, 
therefore, every Rungpore student passing the Entrance examination will be 
able to pursue his studies in a college. . The Berhampore and Chittagong 
schools succeeded badly in the examination; in the former, 7 out of 13 failed 
i~ English; in the latter out of 19 students 12 failed in English, ·and 11 in 
~1story an~ geography, a ~ost u":usual result. The possibility of maintain
m~ the Ch1ttagong qollege Will obvwusly depend, not upon financial consider
atiOns only, but still more upon the number of Entrance candidates passing 
upwards from the school ; since, with the exception of a few students from 
No~kholly, the _collegia~e school is the only feeder to the Ohittagong College. 
~t 1s very satisfactory to find that the numbers of the collegiate school have 
mcreased from 352 to 436; that of 1\fahomedan students having advanced from 
88 to 123. The financial condition of the school is flourishing. 
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101. The following table shows the result of the examination for first class 
zillah schools. The number of these has been increased by the addition of the 
Gya, Chupra, and Comillah schools, whose pupils have now for two years past 
exceeded 300. The increase in the two former schools is especially notice
able. 

Zillah Schools, 1st Class. 

NAMES OP SCHOOLS. I Number of I Numher of\ First I Second \ Third 

I 
Total ~Ierit 

pupils. candidates. di\'tsion. division. divhdon. passed. marks. 

Uttarparah ... 41!1 18 2 8 5 15 27 
Beerbhoom 383 16 3 7 2 12 215 
1\Iym~nsill{o;'h ... 410 H 5 s· 3 11 2-' 
Barisal 443 19 9 2 11 2<1 
Comillnh 311 26 1 6 5 12 20 
RowrRh 279 17 2 4 5 11 19 
Bhagulpore ... 415 12 8 5 8 19 
Gya 4~19 11 7 8 15 
Arrah 429 10 2 2 4 10 
t:bupra 453 12 2 1 3 8 

The head-masters of these schools are men of tried experience and ability 
and they are in general ably supported by their assistants. The Uttarparah 
school is maintained by the fee receipts, amounting for the year to Rs. 7,239 
by Baboo Joykisen 1\lookerjea's endowment of Rs. 1,200 a year, and by th; 
interest on invested funds. These amounts covered the expenditure of 
Rs. 10J757, and the Government grant for the year was- untouched. This is 
the first time that the Uttarparah school has taken the highest place at the 
Entrance examination among the great zillah schools of Bengal. The school 
is steadily increasing in numbers, and it has been found necessary to build 
new rooms at a cost of Rs. 7,587, to be defraye~ from its surplus funds. 
The Beerbhoom school owes much of its success to the character and zeal of 
the bead-master. In the nine yearR of his incumbency the fee income and · 
the numerical strength have been doubled. The Inspector reports that the 
arrangements for gymnastic and out-door exercises are more systematic than 
in other schools, and that the hostel is much appreciated. The two great 
schools of Eastern Bengal, at 1\fymensingh and Barisal, which for many years 
have taken the lead of their class, have now fallen to the third and fourth 
place. It is not that they have done worse than in previous years ; they 
have in fact done better, having each passed one candidate more than in the year 
before; but the Uttarparah and Beerbhoom schools have done better still. 
Honorable rivalry of this kind reflects credit on all who are engaged 
in it. The Howrah school is steadily, if slowly, increasing in numbers, though 
its strength is still below that which justified its inclusion in 1876 in the 
list of first class schools. It enjoys no Government grant, but hardly yet 
pays its way~ having had to draw on the savings of previous years to the 
amount of Rs. 940 to meet the expenditure· of Rs. 9,161. Proposals have 
been made to restore a portion of the net grant withdrawn in 1872; but 
I agree altogether with the Circle Inspector in holding that the experiment 
then started, of maintaining a Government school close to, though outside, 
the metropolis, with a strong and efficient establishment but with no Govern
ment grant, should be persevered with, and no effort spared to make the 
school self-supporting. I am reluctant to reduce it to the rank of a second 
class school while it has a fair chance of recovering its position; ancl I am 
confident that the head-master will do his best to secure that result. The 
Comillah school under its new head-master has now taken rank among· zillah 
schools of the first class: Considering its numbers, and the fact that it is in 
competition with two other higher English schools in the district, its position 
is very creditable. The four zillah schools of Behar, notwithstanding their 
numerical strength, rank at the bottom of the list as regards their succe·ss at the 
Entrance examination. Nor is this result other than natural. The necessity 
that the pupils are under of learning Persian, and the fact that they hear no 
English spoken out of school, place them at a disadvantage compared with 
Bengalis. Hence these schools are less successful in the Entrance examination 
than· many of far inferior numerical strength in Bengal. The Bhagulpore 
zillah school has to contend with the competition of a private school recently 
opened in the town. '!'he Arrah school for the first time since its establishment 
passed two candidates in the first division, though the total number was small. 
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Wit.h careful attention to his duties and to the di~?ipline ?f t!w sch~ol entruste~ to 
his charge, the head-master has now the orportunlty of wmmng a hi?h reputa~wn. 
The Gya and Chupra schools, whose pupils numbered 276 and 24h respectively 
in 1876, have now advanced, along with the Patna Collegiate school, to a sti•ength 
second only to that of the Hare School in Calcutta. Altogether, the great 
schools of Behar are steadily improving, both in number. and in e_fl:ici~ncy
a result which ,is full of promise for the future of collegiate educatiOn m that 
province. 

102. Zillah schools of the second class are shown below :-
Zill~h Schools, 2nd class. 

Number Number First Second Third Totnl llerit 
NAMES OP SCIIOOLS. of of division. division. divisioD. passed. marks. 

pupils. candidates. 

Dl'lnkoora. 257 I2 1 6 I 8 16 

Jess ore ... 209 9 '""2 5 1 0 II 
:Mozuffcrpore ... 36 11 I ""3 3 8 
Furreedpore ... 273 8 2 5 7 
Earrn.ckpore ... 155 8 8 ""2 8 ft 

ltlon~hyr 282 6 2 ~ 6 

Nonkholly 293 8. 2 2 4 6 

Rs.uchi 181 7 2 1 8 5 
Pubna 2•2 8 2 2 2 

'fhe Bankoora school has risen from the fourth to the first place, and has 
added 57 to the number of its pupils. The Jessore school under its present 
head-"lllaster has gained three places in the list; it has had to struggle during 
the year against a virulent outbreak of malarious fever. The Mozufferpore 
school, with 299 pupils in 1878 and 30 in 1879, borders closely on the first 
class. The Inspector is dissatisfied with the rate of increase, and believes 
that the district "has not been sufficiently stirred up.'~- '!'his may be true of 
Behar generally; at the same time it so happens that the Mozufferpore school 
draws a larger number of pupils from the middle English and middle vernacular 
schools of the district than any other zillah school in Behar. A new Deputy 
Inspector has recently been appointed, and he may succeed in sending in 
more pupils from the interior to the zillah school. The Furreedpore and 
Barrack pore schools have :fallen: off both in numbers, and still more conspicuously 
in success at the examination. · For the former school there is. this excuse, 
that a series of changes were made during the year in consequence of the 
head-master's retirement. The failure at Barrackpore is ascribed to the preval
ence of malarious fever. The attendance at the 1\fonghyr zillah school has 
diminished owing to the opening in the town of a private .school with low fee 
rates. The Noakholly school shows a large increase. The new head-master is 
described by the Inspector as an officer ot great energy, and by the Commis
sioner as one of the best head-masters he· has anywhere seen. The improved 
position of the Ranchi zillah school reflects credit on its head-master, an able 
and .hard-working officer.. The Pubna school has fallen off lamentably from its 
cred1table performances of the previous year. Its new head-master must 
endeavour to maintain the position which his predecessor succeeded in securing 
for the school. 

103. The following table exhibits the position ot zillah schools of the 
third class :- · 

Purulia 
Balusor& 
)1nldah 
Earasct 
l'oore6 
EoKra 
Hn.zaribngh 
Deo~hur 
Diuagepore 
l)urncah 
Julpi!Zorce 
Pain mow 
Motihari 
(;huiiJus!ij\ 

N AMBS OP SCHOOLS. 

Zillah Schools, 3rd class. 

Number Number First of of 
. pupils. candidates. . division. 

112 8 
140 7 

72 3 1 
175 7 
118 6 
11.18 8 
93 6 
9~ 6 

180 8 
1n1 I 
98 I 
75 1 

105 8 
U2 1 

Second Third Total Merit 
division. division. passed. marks ... 

2 8 5 7 
8 I ~ 7 
1 I 8 ~ 
2 l! 4 6 
2 I 8 5 
l 1 2 3. 
1 I 2 3 
1 l 2 3 
1 1 2· 
1 1 2 
I 1 2 
I 1 2 ""'i 1 1 

K 
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•EcoND!.RY The four schools of Chota N agpore, namely Purulia, Hazaribao-h, Palamow 
EJ?ucuio!'f. and Chaibassa, show some small improvement in numbers, a~d the first of 

them a great increase in efficiency, having advan.ced from the fifth to the first 
place. The head-master is highly spoken of by the Committee and the 
Inspector. The Razaribagh school has also passed one more candidate than 
in the previous year. The Palamow school was established as a zillah school 
only towards the close of the year. It has a net grant of Hs. 150 a month of 
which Rs. 125 are contributed from Government estates and Rs. 25 from Ed~ca
tional funds. The local income is equal to the net grant. The Chaibassa school 
may more properly be regarded as a foreshadowing of a higher class school to 
be established at some future day. It has a head-master, a second master 
on Rs. 30, and a pundit; and these officers are assisted in teaching- by the 
district clerk. It passes no pupils at the Entrance examination. -The two 
Orissa schools of Pooree and Balasore have maintained their position, and the 
latter has improved it. But defer.tive organization and premature promotion 
to the Entrance class have been charged against both schools, especially that of 
Balasor~. The head-ma~ters of b~t~ ~ave been transferre~ since the ~eginning of 
the sesswn. In the RaJshahye diVISion the demand for higher Enghsh education 
is in general slight; the numbers of most of the schools are, however, steadily 
improving, and at Bogra, Dinagepore, and J ulpigoree additions to the school
houses are being carried out or proposed. All the third class schools of the di vi
sion are undermastered; but until their pupils increase, the establishment cannot 
well be strengthened. The demand will certainly grow with time. The Maldah 
and Bogra schools fell off greatly at the Entrance examination. In the .Behar 
circle the three schools of Motihari, Deoghur, and Purneah all passed one or 
more pupils, having succeeded with none in the year before. This was the 
first occasion on which the Motihari zillah school, raised to the higher class 
in 1875, has passed a candidate at the Entrance examination. There remains 
the Baraset" school, which now touches the limit of second class schools. It had 
158 pupils in 1870, and has but a limited area from which to draw its students. 
Of the endowment of Rs. 15,000 which Baboo Khetter Nath Chatterjee has 
made over to Government for the advancement of education in his native 
place, Baraset, over Rs. 10,000 is devoted to paying fees and scholarships in 
the zillah school. 

104. AIDED ScrrooLs.-'rhe gain of one is thus accounted for. The Contai . 
school in Burdwan, the Jamalpore schoolin Bhagulpore, and four schools in 
J essore, have been raised from the middl_e to the higher class; on the other hand, 
three schools in the 24-Pergunnahs, one in Nuddea, and one in Jessore, have 
had their grants cancelled. The reasons for. withdrawing the grants from 
these five schools in the Presidency Division may serve to illustrate the action of 
the Education Department in similar cases. 

Oossipore.-This is a school which bas done good work in its time, but 
failed to hold its own when unaided schools were started in competition with it. 
It finally fell into such a hopeless state of mismanagement that the grant was 
cancelled. It is true, as the Inspector 1·emarks, that higher English education 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Calcutta stands in little need of Govern
ment aid. 

Balta1·oo.-Two aided schools had existed for many years within a short 
distance of each other. Efforts had been repeatedly made to amalgamate 
them, which at length promised to be successful and to put a stop to the 
somewhat damaging rivalry which had prevailed. A central site was agreed 
on, with a joint committee. On this 3; sc~ool-~ouse was built by the liberality 
of one of the managers, and a grant-m-aid g1ven; the grant to the outlyin"' 
school being withdrawn. But the attempt at amalgamation proved fruitless"': 
a third school was opened, and there are now three higher English school~ 
within three miles of each other. The grant to the central school bas also 
lJeen withdrawn during the current year. 

Garz_;vha.-This school first received a higher class grant in l\Iarch 1878. 
In a year's time, however, it was reported that_ the head-master had left, and 
the lower masters all moved up a step, though mcempetent to take the higher 
posts; that the number of boys had fallen to 32; and that the school was 
a failure and unlikely to improve. On this the grant was cancelled. 



OF PUllLIC INSTRUCTION •. 39 

Eanchrapara.-The grant to this school was wit_hdrawn for 'two years, in 
May 1878, as a punishment to the managers for contm~ed neglect o~ the r_ule 
to keep the account books where they would ~e accessible to ~he mspe.c~mg 
officers, and for neglect to £urnis~ any satisfactory expla~atwn of s?nous 
irregularities in the matter of paymg the teachers. . An enhr~ change m ~he . 
constitution of the committee will be necessary before the questwn of restonng 
the grant can be entertained. · · 

Noral.-The grant to this :flourishing school was cancelled under peculiar 
circumstances. A complaint was brought to the head-mast~r, and subsequently 
to the committee, that some of the elder boys had been guilty of rudeness and 
insultin"' behaviour in the street to a gentleman. The head-master showed so 
little p~omptitude and firmness in dealing with the c9.se, and the committee 
were so apathetic in taking it u~, that wh~n t-yo mon~hs after the occurrence 
the boys were ordered to apologise for thou misbehavwur, there was general 
rebellion, and.the elder boys left the school in a body. The .bo;:-s seem to have 
1·elied for impunity on the weakness of the head-maste!·, the m~dference of .the 
committee, and the sympathy and support of thou guardtans and neigh-

. bours. It was impossible to support a school showing such gross defects of 
discipline and subordination, and the grant was accordingly withdrawn,· with . 
the full approval of the Magistrate and the sub-divisional officer. This severe 
measure has produced t.he desir~d effect on the.tone and temper of t~e school; 
and on the strong recommendatwn of the Magistrate the grant has smce been 
restored, though on a reduced scale. The school is one of the best in the 
division in point of attendance and success at examinations. It has passed 30 
pupils at the Entrance examinations of the last four years-a larger number 
than any except the collegiat13 schools. · · 

· 105. The higher English schools of the Presidency Division that received 
aid throughout the yel),r were 32, namely, 15 in ~the 24-Pergunnahs, nine 
in Nuddea, seven in Jessore (including four newly raised from the middle class), 
and one in 1\Ioorshedabad. Of the aided schools in the 24-Pergunnahs, those of 
Barisa and Harinavi, with monthly grants of Rs. 60 and Rs. 70 respectively, 
deserve notice for their uniform success during the last four years, in which time 
they have passed respectively 19 and 16 students. The head-master of 
Harinavi, to whom the success of the school seems to have been chiefly due, has 
been appointed to the head-mastership of the new " City school" in Calcutta. 
Five other schools are ranked as 'inefficient,' and are under investigation or 
trial ; they are the following :-

Agarpara 0. lfL S. School (Grant .Rs. 65).-This is the oldest school in the 
district, but has declined from 250 pupils at one time to 93 this year. A 
change has been made in the staff, and under the new Secretary, the Rev. 
E. H. Thornton, hopes are entertained of some improvement. The grant was 
reduced during the year l?Y Rs. 45 a month. 

Basirhat (Grant Rs. 45).-The Deputy Inspector reports unfavorably of 
the head-master and his assistants. Steps will be taken to change them. · 

Sodepore (Grant Rs. 35).-Has a graduate head-master, but hitherto has 
had an apathetic con..mittee. A new committee has been formed, and the 
school will be given a trial for another year. Warning has been sent that 
another failure this year will necessitate some change. · 

. Taki ( G_rant Rs. 50).--:The head-~aster ?f this school _is n?t a graduate, 
but 1s descnbed as an active and pamstakmg teacher; his assistants are said 
to be wanting in energy, and the secretary is over lenient. It is of doubtful 
expe~iency to allow an undergradua~e to ~~main as head-master of a higher 
Enghsh school unless for proved teachmg abihty. Some change will be called 
for here. 

Hatugunge ((/rant Rs. 40).-Suc?Oeded in passing one candi~ate this year, 
the only one durmg four years. ThlS school has to contend agamst a difficulty 
not uncommon, and not, in this case, easy of remedy-the constant change 
of head-masters. l\Ien will not stay, because the place is considered unhealthy. 
The present staff are not well reported of; but as the one successful candidate 
passed in the second division this year, it may be hoped the school will improve 
under the present head-master, · 
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106. In N uddea, tho N avad wipa school has been. the most successful. 
Those at Ranaghat (Rs. 75) imd 1\luragacha (Rs. 45) are also efficient. The 
unsuccessful schools are four :-

Me!te1'jJore (Grant Rs. 40).-The failure of this school is due to mis~I.ana"'e
ment. The sub-divisional officer has now taken it in band, and very lately a 
fresh head-master has been appointed. If he can make nothing of the school 
which is in a backward and retired part of the district, the reduction of it~ 
class will be considered. 

Ula (Grant Rs. 25).-The village in_ which this school is situated is des-· 
cribed as almost depopulated by fever. The Inspector was inclined to reduce 
the school to a middle English one, but a further trial was given until Decem
ber 1879. 

Durgapore (Grant Rs. 40).-The secretary of this school is Baboo Radhika 
Prasanna Mookerjee, Assistant Inspector of Schools, Bhagulpore. No pupils 
were sent up to the examination this year. The head-master is not a graduate 
nor has he passed the First Arts examination. The vernacular school at thi~ 
place has been amalgamated with the higher English one, and it will be well 
to wait till the next Entrance examination to see if any improvement has· 
resulted. If not, a change of establishment will be necessary. 

J.lfolteshpm·e (Grant Rs. 40 ).-This school has suffered during the past year 
from continual change of masters, pointing presumably to bad· mana"'ement. 
The· unhealthiness of the place may have something to do with the diffi~ulty of 
retaining teachers. The managers have lately appointed as head-master a 
graduate, who appeared last year in the Honour examination. . 

· 107. In Jessore, the Khulna (Rs. 50) and Dowlatpore (Rs. 75) schools 
deserve favorable notice. 'l'hat at Jhenidah (Rs. 57) failed wholly this year, 
owing to the temporary transfer of the head-master as Sub-Inspector. He has 
since returned, and the school is likely to improve. The Jangipore school 
(Rs. 55) is the only aided higher English school in the Moorshedabad district ; 
it has been recently raised to this class, and complaints are made of want of 
attention on the part of the managers and of incompetence in the teachers. 
Steps are being taken to effect a change. . 

108. In the Burdwan Division there are 33 aided higher English schools, 
14 in Hooghly, five in Howrah, seven in Burdwan, two in Beerbhoom, two in 
Bankoora, and three in lHidnapore, in.cluding the Contai school newly raised 
from the middle class. The most successful schools of this class are Konnagar 
in Hooghly and Kuchiakole in Bankoora, both of which were selected for 
favorable comment in the last year's report. In the last two Entrance exam
inations the Kuchiakole school has passed 20 candidates, and the Konnagar 
school 11 ; the head-master of the latter has now been taken into the service 
of Government. 

109. The inefficient schools in the Burdwan Division are six; of which 
the Inspector remarks that all have suffered more or less from incompetent 
teachers, from insufficient funds, and, more than all, from epidemic fever, an 
abiding source of weakness. . · 

·· 13ansbaria FreeO!turcl~ Sehool Hoogltly (Rs • . 42).-Up to 1875 the condition of 
this school was good. In 1878 several representations were made to the head
master and to the managers upon its want of progress. The managers have pro. 
mised to attend more closely to the condition of the school, and to take whatever 
measures are necessary for its improvement. But there is no doubt that the · 
committee have not taken pains, as in earlier years, to select teachers of ability 
from the native Christian body. 

Dusglwra School, Hoogldy (Rs. 45).-The school, which is situated in a 
populous village in the interior of the. district and supported by a w_ealth_y 
zemindar, has suffered from the destructiOn of the house by fire, from ep1demw 
fever~ and to some extent from incompetent teachers. A new house has been 
built, and a new head-master appointed. · 

Bom Sclwol, Iloogltly ( Ra. 33 ).-The village is six miles from Serampore, the 
neio·hbourhood of which has suffered much from malarious fever. Pupils and 
the 

0

fee income fell off, the teachers were not promptly paid, and the accounts 
were irregularly kept. The grant has been suspended until competent teachers 
are appointed. The only question now is whether the grant to the school shall 
be raised, or its class reduced. 
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Baluti School, Ilozol'ah (Rs. 54).-This ~cho?l, whic~ ha~ ~ono. well in 
former years has failed at the last two exammatwns, owmg, 1t. 1s said, to the 
fact that the' head-master paid undue attention ~obis stu~ies for the M.4. 
de"'ree. Another teacher has been removed. It IS under trwl; and success 1S 
expected at the next examination. , . . 

Afodhl;a School Bankoom (Rs. 43).-This school has been the subJect of 
correspondence for' the last two years; the managers wishing to hand the school 
over to Government, togethe~ with an endowment of Rs. 6? a month. Its 
reduction to the status of a middle school was proposed, but this the managers 
would not aO'ree to. The offer of the endowment of Rs. 60 has lately been 
renewed tog~ther with a further guaranteed income from local sources of 
Hs. 7 4 a 'month, on condition that Government should m~intain it as a higher 
school, with a grant-in-aid of Rs .. 60 a month. 1\feanwhile, the old teachers 
have been replaced by a more effiCient staff. 

Soorool School, Bccrbhoom ( Rs. 28).-It has been proposed to. amalgamate 
this school with a middle English school, also aided, at two miles distance. 
The maria(J'ers at first declined the proposal, and the grant was suspended; 
but an ag~eement has been come to, and the amalgamation will be shortly 
carried out. · 

- 110. In the Rajshahye Division there are only four aided English schools 
of the higher class; those of Serajgunge and Chatmohar in the Pubna district, 
and Patiya and Dighapatiya in .Rajshahye. All passed one or more pupils at 
the last and preceding examinations, except the Dighapatiya school, which 
failed for the first time in three years. . 

111. In the Dacca Division there are five aided schools; there are none in 
Chittagong. The aided schools at Dacca are generally weak; only two candi
dates passed from two schools out of 18 sent up in. 1879, and five from 
three schools out of 25 sent up in 1878. Two schools, those of Kalipara 
and Joydebpore, have now been reduced to the middle class; the others have 
been warned, and are on their trial. . 

112. In the Behar circle there are six aided schools ; three in the 
di_vision of Patna, and three in Bhagulpore. The sub~divisional aided school 
at Behar is vigorously managed by the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Bimola 
Churn Bhattacharjea, and has well-paid teachers. It has 144 pupils, and 
has been for many years in an efficient state. The Kbagoul school, close by 
the Dinapore Railway Station, has shown signs of decay during the year. It 
is maintained by a young zemindar of the place .. educated at the Patna 
College, who formerly devoted much personal attention to the 'school, but who 
has for two or three years been non~resident, having been appointed manaO'er 
of an estate under the Court of Wards in another district. It has only 
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67 
pupils. 'fhe. Tikari school in Gya was established in 1876 by the Maharani 
Raj Roop Kuar, who founded for its benefit an endowment of Hs. 1,200 a 
year, and liberally furnished it with scholarships. At the first examination 
at which the school competed in 1878 its single candidate passed in the second 
division. The Jamalpore school, in the Monghyr district, is attended by the 
children of the native employes of the Railway at that station. It has 
for many years been numerously attended and successful as a middle school, 
and in 1878 ~as raised· to the higher class. In the Sonthal Pergunnahs 
there are two higher schools, at Pakour and at Moheshpore, both maintained 
by men of position at those places. The former has for many· years been 
successful; the latter is uniformly unsuccessful. The Maharajah Gopal Lal 
Sing Bahadoor, who supports the Mobeshpore school, does not keep the teachers 
sufficiently to the~r duties, with the r~sul~ that, one single candidate excepted, 
the school bas fa1led at every exammatwn for several years. The grant has 
been reduced, and the teachers warned. · .. 

113. I-n the Chota Nagpore Division there are two aided schools .. The 
P?-~d.ra school in Manbhoom passe_d three candidates out of six, one in the first 
diVISIOn, at the last Entrance _exammation; and the Pachumba school in Hazari
?agh, four out of s_ix. ~n Orissa t~e only aided school is the Lukyanath school 
m Bdasore, _estabhshed m 1877, With a grant of Rs. 30. It has passed no pupils 
as yet, but It has a competent and experienced teacher for its head-master and 
~ho~gh it~ strength has declined owing to the prevalence of malarious fever, 
1t bids fau to succeed. 

L 
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nco!ODAIIY 114 •. UNAIDED ScHOOLS.-It is optional with schools of this class to furnish 
BvvoATl0"'· returns to the Department. The number of those that do has increased from 

44: to 63, including some from which grants have been withdrawn and others 
raised from the class below. The unaided schools are thus distributed :-19 
in Calcutta, showing an increase of six; 16 in the Presidency Division, 
with an increase of seven, including the. four whose grants were withdrawn 
in Jessore; 13 in Burdwan, with an increase of five; seven in Dacca, with 
an increase of one; one in the Rajshahye Division, at Olipore in Rungpore; 
four·in the Patna Division, one being the Doomraon l\Iaharajah's school, and the 
other three weak schools in Bankipore; two in the Bhagulpore Division; and 
one in Orissa, in the town of Cuttack. Unaided schools of this class in the 
advanced districts around Calcutta commonly. owe their existence to a genuine 
demand for higher English education, and stand in no need of extraneous 
support. The great schools in the town of Dacca likewise exist because they are 
needed. But in less advanced parts like Behar the uprising of unaided 
schools, while it shows that the people are awakening to the value of a liberal 
education, does not as yet convey the promise of independent and sustained 
success. Baboo Bhoodeb l\Iookerjee regards the establishment of such schools 
as repeating the phenomena of forty years ago, when the private seminaries 
of the time failed in their attempt to do the work undertaken by the 
Government schools. "Individual zeal or benevolence, and not anything 
like a public movement, originated institutions which expired with their founders 
or their fortunes, and the same process is now arresting for a time the further 
development of some of the Behar zillah schools. It may safely be assumed 
that on the collapse of any private schools the sudden mfl.ux of pupils to 
the zillah schools would call for immediate enlargement of school accommoda
tion." Unaided higher class schools in Orissa or in Behar are symptoms of an 
impending change, and as such have their significance and value. But mean
while they can ill sustain an unequal contest with the zillah schools by whose 
side, and upon whose pupils, they subsist; and the rivalry is for the moment 
harmful, since it substitutes a lower standard of excellence for a higher. 

115. Some usual tables with regard to the candidates at the Entran9e 
examination Of 1878 are appended. The first gives a statement of the second 
languages taken up :-

Latin 
Sanskrit 
Arabic 
Persian ,., 
Bengali 
Urdu 
Hindi 
Uriya ... 
Armenian 

Entrance Examination, December 1878. 
December 

1877. 

57 
1,232 

28 
50 

565 
69 
34 
19 
4 

Total ... 2,058 

• Inclusive of two candidates from Nepal. 

December 
l~i8. 

58 
1,245· 

23 
4·1. 

460 
60 
25 
16 
4 

*1,935 

The important fact to be noticed is the steady increase during several 
years in the number of those taking up Sanskrit instead of Bengali, or other 
vernacular language. 

116. The next table classifies the candidates according to their religion:-

Hindus ... 
Mahomedana .~. 
Christians 
Others 

Entrance Examination, December 1878. 

I Number of can-1----N-u.,..."_DE_B_P_A_ss_xn_I ,N-------,-1 

d.id11tes. First Second I Third 
division. di,·ision. division. 

1J7::12 8j 840 245 
oa 6 2~ • 
72 11 10 6 
31 2 11 5 --------Total 1,933 103 3{12 2Q! 

Total. 

r,r.!l 
:t! 
:itj 

I" ----j!)(, 

Christian, i.e. European or Eurasian, candidates have a considerable 
advantage in the fact that the language of the examination is their own tongue 
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117. The award of scholarships is here given:-

Distribution list of Junior Sc!IOlai'Ships, 1879. 

Number or scholarship holders who 

First gmde Second ~rnd., Third grnde pnssed tho l~utrunco examiu .. 
ntion in the 

CoMMissiONER's DmsioN. 
scholarships, sr.holn.rs ips, schola.l'ships, Total, 

Its. 20 a. Rs. 15 n. Us. 10 n 

I I 
month. mouth. mouth. FirRt Second Third 

division. divbion. division. 

Burd Wl\n Divi~ion ... ... ... .. . s 6 12 21 13 8 0 
6 •a 10 22 21 1 0 Calcutta DiviSiOn 

... ... ... 
0 7 13 20 . 2 18 0 Presidency ... ... . .. 
0 5 9 H 6 8 0 Rajsbahye .. ... ... ... 
1 7 H 22 9 13 0 Dacca .. ... ... ... 
0 1 4 6 0 6 0 Chittagong .. ... ... . .. 
0 6 12 18 7 10 1 Patna. .. ... ... ... 
0 3 9 12 6 7 0 Bhagulpore .. ... ... ... 
0 4 6 10 1 8 1 Orissa .. ... "' ... 
0 2 5 7 1 6 0 Chota Nagpore .. ... ... .. . ---------- ----

Total ... 10 47 IH 161 65 s.• 2 

• Inclusive ol the 2nd grede scholarship awarded to Miss Kadumbini Bose of the Bethune School. 

The gf?neral progre~s of education in t?~ less advanced parts .of the ~ountry, 
and the increasing seventy of .the. comp~t1tlon for the scholarsh!J?S assigned to 
each division and district, are mdwated m a very marked and satisfactory way 
by the fact that only two scholarships w~re w?n by candidate~ passing in 
the third grade, one in Behar and ~me .m O~Issa ... I~ the prevwus ;re!": 24: 
third class candidates won scholarships, mcludmg SlX m the Patna dlVlSlOn, 
three in Bhagulpore, three in Chota N agpore, and three in Orissa. 

118. MIDDLE ENGLISH ScHooLs.-The figures of this class are again 
given:-

1877-78. 1878-79. 
,..---"----. 

,.._..... ___ 
Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 

Government schools 
Aided , 
Private , 

7 1,037 6 820 
453 24,906 422 24,387 
112 5,675 112 6,283 

Total 572 31,618 640 31,490 

The loss of one Government· school is due to the reduction to a lower class o£ 
the English school for the children of sepoys in the cantonments at Bhagulpore. 
The school is not under this department, though it generally supplies returns 
to the inspecting o$cers. Among unaided schools there have been minor 
changes, balancing each other in different districts. In addition to new schools, 
some of those from which grants have been withdrawn re-appear as unaided 
schools, while others have omitted to furnish returns, or have transferred them
selves to the higher class. In the districts of Patna and Shahabad five new 
En!!lish schools have been opened in expectation of aid. 

~ 119. The loss of 31 aided schools is thus explained. From 19 the grants 
have been withdrawn, 6 have been raised to the higher class, and 17 reduced 
to vernacular schools, while 11 new grants have been sanctioned. These 
changes have been distributed as follows. In the :Presidency Division there is a 
reduction of 24 middle English schools; of which 14: have been converted 
into middle vernacular schools, and four raised to the higher class, leaving a 
net loss of six schools. Six grants have been withdrawn, two in the 24-Pergun
nahs, two in N uddea, and two in J essore, for mismanagement, ilTegularity in 
the payment of teachers, or general inefficiency; and two more in Nuddea for 
refusal to appoint vernacular teachers; while two new grants have been given 
to schools in Moorshedabad. In Jessore large measures o£ reform and reduc
tion have been set on foot. The District Committee, in conjunction with 
the Inspector, set to work in earnest to carry out the orders of Government 
with regard to inefficient English schools, and their reconstitution on a 
vernacular basis. Of 30 aided schools of the class in this district, the grant has 
been withdrawn from two, in which the management was hopelessly bad; sixteen 
others have had their status altered, four being raised t.o the higher .class and 
twelve reduced to the lower vernacular; while the teaching staff in each of the 
remaining twelve has been remodelled so as to make the vernacular the medium 
of instruction. In the Burdwa,n Division there is a loss of five schools of this 
class; three grants in Hooghly, two in Burdwan, and one in M:idnapore~ having 
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been cancelled or stopped; the Contai school in :Midnapore having been raised to 
the higher class; and two new grants having been sanctioned, also in 1\Iidnapore. 
In the Dacca Division, two grants have been cancelled and two sanctioned, while 
two aided schools have been transferred to the vernacular class. In the Behar 
circle the transfer of the J amalpore school to the higher class is met by a gain 
of two middle English schools in the Patna Division; one, the Behar Scientific 
Society's school in Mozufferpore, having been converted into an English school, 

·and a newly aided school having been opened in the Shahabad district. In 
Orissa two grants were cancelled and two sanctioned, two middle English 
schools being also transferred to the vernacular class. 

120. Active discussion still goes on about the orders of 1877, placing 
the eourse in middle English schools on . a 'Vernacular basis. The Inspector 
of the Eastern Circle brings a great array of opinion against the orders; 
insists on the unpopularity of the schools as now constituted, and remarks that 
we are concerned, not so much with what the people ought to feel on a question 
of this kind, as with what they do feel. The Presidency Circle Inspector 
quotes with approval the remarks of one of his deputies, to the effect that 
the middle classes prefer their childr-en to "acquire a fair knowledge of 
English with the knowledge of their own vernacular;" but adds that, however 
true this may be in Jessore, where comparatively few boys aim at a higher 
English education, a student, whose knowledge of English is limited to the 
middle scholarship course, is yet likely to find a difficulty when he joins a 
higher cla:::s school. The Joint Inspector of Orissa states that tbe sub
divisional schools are attended by the sons and relatives of people connected 
with the courts, who desire a fair education in English ; and that though 
the orders are being steadily carried out, any measure tending to improve. the 
quality of the vernacular teaching at the expense of English is sure to be 
viewed by them with disfavour. At the same time other and weaker schools 
in the province have been much benefited by being placed on a vernacular 
basis. Baboo Bhoodeb Mookerjee, an uncompromising advocate of the exten
sion of English education, is convinced that the objections to the present 
system, so far as they exist, will disappear before long. As to the fact of its 
unpopularity, the. Inspector observes that the new arrangements are more 
readily accepted in Burdwan, Beerbhoom, and Bankoora, than they are in 
Hooghly and Howrah, " where some of the school Jl1anagers think that the 
boys will be better fitted for higher English schools if they learn history 
and geography, mathematics and science, through the medium of English." 
Of the orders themselves he remarks that, according as they do with the true 
theory of education in this country, they cannot but prove wholesome. 

121. Mr. Bellett, the Inspector of the Rajshahye Circle, so completely 
expresses my own views on this subject in the following passage of his report 
that I quote it at length:-" The hope which I expressed in my report for 
1877-78 with regard to the effect of the Go~ernment orders placing middle 
English education on a vernacular basis has already been to a great extent 
fulfilled. The measure was by no means a popular one, and its unpopularity was, 
I believe, almost without exception in proportion to the need which existed for 
it. 'l'he class of teachers which most hates to be obliged to teach in Bengali 
is the class in which the knowledge of English is the slightest; and not only 
is it the case that the pupils in middle English. schools now learn their other 
lessons more satisfactorily by far than they could formerly, when they were 
taught in a tongue 'not understanded of ' either pupil or teacher, but I have 
noticed during the course of my tours this past year that there is less of that 
miserable parrot-work than there used to be in the teaching of Eng1ish itself. 
It has been urged against the change that middle English schools do not now 
attract lads who propose to go afterwards to higher schools. ·whether this 
is the fact or no we are not, with our short experience of the present system, 
in a position absolutely to decide. For myself I cannot but believe that these 
schools will always fill in consequence of the attractions which the scholanhips 
to be held in higher schools offer. But even should it not be· so, and should 
boys who are intended for higher schools no longer be sent to middle ones, 
the rrile introduced was, I am confident, none the less a good and just one . 

. 'l'he large prQJ)Ortion of boys who go to middle schools end their ~ducation 
there; they go nowhere else, and it would be absurd to object to the introduc-
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tion of a system which will complete as far a~ it' goes, and make really 
thorough, the education of the mass of t~e boys m the scho~ls, because. some 
very small fraction might be advanta~ed If the old state of thmgs were. allowed 
to remain. The introduction of this rule I reg?'r~ as the .most satlsfactor:r, 
feature of the year, both in its present effects and m. Its promise for the future. 

122. Nothing that I have heard or seen sm~e .the ne'Y system was 
introduced has in any way shaken my firm conviCtiOn of Its soundness. 
That the orders would be unpopular amon&'st English teachers. was foreseen. 
Those orders were a direct attack upon their met?ods of.teac~mg, and upon 
a system which had permitted the pretence of ~nstruct10n m a language 
unfamiliar to the teacher and unknown to the pupil. That the orders would 
be unpopular with a section of pupils and thei~ parents ~as also foresee~; 
a section which, if no.t large, at any r~te has a voiCe.t~ !llakeitselfheard. It IS 
useful to bear in mmd that, except m large sub-divisiOnal towns, where pro
bably a majority of the st~dents wil~ after~ards migrate to the. zillah school, 
a middle Enolish school Is called mto existence by two very different sets of 
motives. The"' majority desire for their sons a decent education suitable to 
their station in life, without any hankering after the Entrance examination. 
One or more leading families in the village desire for their sons a preparatory 
school which shall fit them for the higher English course for which they are 
destined · a school which shall take the place of the lower classes of the zillah 
school a~d enable the lads to be kept for some years at home without the 
expen~e of a private tutor. It is easy to see that the interests of the two are 
hardly reconcileable. Under the former system the influential men used to 
secure at small cost the education which they wanted; but the majority of 
the subscribers, though they were by no means averse to English, and were 
indeed attracted by the idea of that language,· got hardly their money's worth 
if the education of their children was to go no further. Under the present 
system the latter, at any rate, get a sound middle-class education, complete as 
far as it goes, together with some pse£Ul knowledge of the English language. 
Those who are destined for the zillah school go there, it is true, less 
advanced in English than under the former system ; but their loss-assuming 
it to be, as they suppose, a loss-is of far less moment than the solid advan
tages gained by their neighbours. 

123. In . my report for last year I pointed out that this question was 
argued too much on the assumption that, in settling the course for middle schools, 
·the interests of intending Entrance candidates were chiefly to be regarded. 
I expressed the opinion that the number of students in middle schools who 
proceeded to higher English schools was small, and added that information on that 
point was being sought for. That information has now been obtained, and it 
furnishes a complete corroboration of my position. During the past year 
a statement has been obtained from every higher English school, Government 
and aided, showing the number of pupils who had formerly read in middle 
schools, English or vernacUlar; both those who joined the higher school with 
scholarships, and those who did not. The results are as follows. The number 
of middle English· scholars reading in higher schools is 251; the number of 
those who have come from middle English schools without winning scholarships 
is 1,728. Hence 1,979 middle English pupils is the number of those who are 
affected by the recent orders. The total number of pupils in middle En"'lish 
schools is 31,490, and therefore only one pupil out of sixteen suffers disad~an~ 
tage from 'the new system. I conceive that in determinin"' the course of a 
school we should regard the interests of the fifteen who finish"' their education 
therein, rather than of the one who goes to a higher school. 

124. But the argument is not yet complete. It is necessary to see how 
these figures affect the statement that middle English students will suffer under 
the new system whe~ they come to. join the higher school. The following 
figures tm·ow further hght on that pos1tlon. 'rhe number of middle vernacu
lar scholars reading in higher English schools is 920 · the number of middle 
vernacular pupi~s '!ho ~ave come without scholarships is 3,465 ; and the total 
n_umber of pup1ls m middle vernacular. schools is 52,607. The scholars of 
e1~her class must firs~ be separated ; aJ?-d with regard to them it need only be 
sa1d tha~ the supenor success of middle vernacular over middle English 
scholarshipholders, when they finally come to the Entrance examination, has 
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been for years past affirmed and repeated b:y competent authorities without 
question. It is not indeed open to quest10n; it is a matter of recorded 
experience, attested by the University lists. The fact has been known to me from 
the earliest date of my connexion with schools in this country; and it was the 
knowledge of that fact, more than anything else, which first led me to consider 
the advisability of modifying the middle English course. But the case of 
scholars, I repeat, need not here be considered ; they are bound to read in 
higher English schools, and no question of personal inclination enters. With 
those who are not scholars the case is different. They can choose whether 
they will read in higher English schools or not; and i£ a purely vernacular 
course furnished a worse preparation for a higher school than the old middle 
English course, that fact would certainly tell upon the number of voluntary 
students from schools of either class. But the figures above given point to a 
different conclusion. In all higher class schools the number of voluntary 
students coming from middle English schools is 1,728 out of a total of 31,490, 
or 5-! per cent. The number coming from middle vernacular schools is 
3,465 out of a total of 52,607, or 6-! per cent. If we exclude vernacular schools 
aided from the primary grant, very few of whose pupils probably advance to 
any standard higher than the middle, the proportion will be still more in 
favour of vernacular schools. Judged by this test, therefore, the pupils in 
middle vernacular schools even now exhibit a stronger desire for higher 
English education than those of middle English schools. A still more 
striking fact may be mentioned. In the town of Calcutta, where the freest 
choice is open, both to pupils in selecting a school, and to managers in 
determining what constitution will make their schools most popular, we find 
that all the great middle schools of the city are purely vernacular schools; and 
that while the pupils in the Hindu School (excluding scholarshipholders) who 
have previously read in middle English schools are only 11, there are no less 
than 128 who come from vernacular schools. The middle English course now 
possesses all the completeness of the vernacular course, with the addition of a 
little English; and it is hardly probable that, after the first objections to a 
change of system have passed away, the new course will be found to be 
less popular, or less adapted to the needs of zillah school students, than was 
the old vernacular course without that addition. 

125. The following table shows the result of the middle English scholar
ship examination of 1878, the last under the old system:-

Middle English Scltolarsltip Examination, 1878.79. 

& ~ .:. :;; NUMBER OP SCHOOLS NUMBER 011 SCHOOLS " ;; " "' WHICH BENT C.tNDI· FROM WHICH CANDI• NUMBER PASSED Ill' THE 0 ·a "' -"' DATES. DATES PASSED. :a iil o!i ~ . 
.. 8 "~ ,; c .; '8 
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:t,,;, 
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.. S-8 ~ " s= ~= "' ~ 15 "' 
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Presidency ... ... ... 112 . .. 66 4 70 .. . 51 8 54 207 6 16 77 99 2,'; 

Calcutta ... ... ... ... 8 2 '77 ... 2 2 . .. 2 H 4 4 4 12 5 
Rurdwan ... ... . .. ]16 1 1 79 1 72 1 74 2:20 15 4iJ PO );j} 16 
Rajshahye ::: ... ... . .. 63 . .. 24 5 29 . .. 22 5 27 113 9 18 ~7 fj.j, 10 
Dacca ... ... ... . .. 122 .. . 51 5 E6 ... 43 4 47 13!J 13 34 45 9:!. 18 
Chittngong ... ... ... .. I6 . .. 8 ... 8 . .. 6 ... 6 40 . .. 3 10 1'1 3 
Patna. ..• ... ... . .. M 8 so 8 86 1 21 8 25 156 2 ]1 .. 77 9 
Bhalil:ulpore ... ... . .. 28 1 16 ... 17 1 14 ... 15 52 5 14 21 40 • Chota N agpore ... ... ... 18 . .. 9 ... 9 ... 7 . .. 1· 21 1 1 8 10 7 
Orissa. ... ... ... ... 16 ... 8 1 9 . .. 8 1 9 40 4 18 J4 36 7 -- -- - - --

2G61~ 
- -

8i0J~ --
Total ... 540 7 289 19 315 5 2-H 17 59 165 ~~ 

126. In the previous year the total number of schools of the class was 
572; of these, 308 schools sent 934 candidates to the examination, and from 
247 successful schools 575 candidates passed. The present results therefore 
show a sensible improvement in the general efficiency of the schools, which is 
spread over nearly all divisions, and is most marked in that of Burdwan. In 
the Presidency and Patna Divisions, however, the number of competing 
schools, of successful schools, and of passed candidates, has markedly declined. 
In the Patna Division the Inspector raised the standard of the examination 
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of 1878 to the level of that of Burdwan by setting the same question papers 
in both the circles under his charge. This was done with my full approval, 
not so much in the belie£ that middle education in Burdwan and in Behar 
stood on the same level, as with the object of finding out what the difference 
of standard was, and of utilising the lesson by furnishing school man~gers 
with a new inducement to get better teachers. The teachers of middle 
schools in Behar, and more especially the teachers of English, are in. far too ~a;ny· 
cases incompetent. The Patna College has not yet extended Its do~nmon 
so widely that its students will consent to serve for the small pay whwh the 
head-mastership of a middle school offers. In Bengal a middle school can 
always command the services of a First A.1.'ts st:ude~t, and often of a ~.A. ; 
in Behar, students who have passed these exammatwns can command higher 
wa"'es. The result is that there are large numbers of Bengali head-masters 
in the middle schools of Behar ; and the difference of language is a serious 
bar to efficient teaching. The normal school at Patna has now been recon
stituted with an English department, and a liberal stipend allowance 
assigned to it. The passed students of this school, thoroughly trained in the 
vernaculars and in the art of teaching, and with a sufficient knowledge of 
English, will raise the standard of instruction in . course of. time. In the 
13hagulpore Division the results at the same examination by the 13urdwan 
standard were so bad that the marks had to be raised 25 per cent. all round 
in order to qualify the best students for the scholarships attached to the division. 

127. In the Presidency Division there is a loss of 13 competing schools 
with 27 candidates, and of 10 successful schools with 24 passed candidates. 
The loss is most conspicuous in Jessore, in which district there is a decrease 
of 11 competing schools and of 18 passed candidates. The reforms referred 
to in a previous paragraph afford a sufficient explanation of this result. Four 
of the most successful schools of previous years have been raised to the higher 
class, and consequently sent no candidates to the examination. With regard 
to the others, a future gain has be!3n purchased at the cost of a present sacri
fice. It has been explained that 12 middle English schools in the district 
have been converted into vernacular schools, and that 12 others, retained as 
English schools, have been remodelled on a vernacular basis. The immediate 
loss of the few passed students which these schools have been able to furnish 
in previous years is more than counterbalanced by the gain of skilled teachers 
and a useful course of study. It should be borne in mind that the benefits 
~f the pres~nt reform will not be in:media~ely. manifest. A change of system 
1s accompamed by some temporary d1sorgamzatwn; and the losses that arise 
during the period of transition are not to be regarded as supplying a trustworthy 
test of the value of the reform. 

128. Some detailed notice of the middle schools in the other- districts of 
the Presidency Division may be useful, as illustrating the action that is now 
being taken with regard to them. 

24-Pergunnalzs.-Out of 39 schools 20 or more than half. failed to send up 
candidat~s. Of the non-co~peting scho~ls 8 were unaided, leaving 12 
whose fa1lure has to be explamed. Three of these have been successful in 
t~o years out of the la~t th;ee. The names of the other nine are given below, 
With the reasons of theu failure and the steps taken to improve them :-

Halishahar 

Kadihati 

Dum-Dum 

Karanjali 

Kalaroa 
Mohestola 
Katta 
Bhatpara} 
Hadipore 

Failed in 
,---J...--..... 

... 1876, 1877, 1878 

... 1876 ...... .1878 

1878 

... 1876 ...... 1878 

... I 876, 1877, 1878 

... 1876, 1877, ) 878 

... Very unhealthy climate. Too near the good 
schools of Chinsurah. Grant recently 
reduced. 

... Too close to the Dum Dum school. To have 
another year's trial. 

... Recently reduced from higher English. Grant 
renewed for one year more at the request of 
the Cantonment Magistrate. 

... In a backward sub.division. Teaching staff 
inefficient, and to be changed. 

... Closed. · 
... Managers recently changed, and grant reduced. 
... Teachers inefficient and to be changed. 
... New schools. 

. .Nuddea.-Five aided schools sent up no candidates. Of these five two are 
sa1d to be well managed, and all of them with one exception passed candidates 
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the year before. The excepted school of Barranchra IS m the backward 
~ub-diyision of. Bongon15, and .has not succeeded, during the three years of 
Its eXIstence, m workmg pupils up to this standard. If it is not more 
advanced at the end of the year it may be necessary to confine it to vernacular 
teaching. 

ltfoorslte~abaa.-Seven aided schools out of 17 sent no candidates. The 
changes l'eqUired, or already made, in the schools are here noted:-

Bhagwangola ... 

Bhagiratbpore ... 

Bbaratpore 

Ram pal 

Cbowa · 

Islam pore 

Cboitanyapore ... 

Failed in 
r---'---, 
I376, 1877, 1878 

... 1877, 1878 

1876, 1877' 1878 

1876, 1S77, 1878 

1876, 1877, 1878 

(New school) 

... 1877, 1ili8 

Has been reduced this year to middle 
vernacular. 

Requisite changes in the teaching staff 
already made, 

Grant suspended, 

To be reduced to middle vernacular. 

Grant recently renewed after suspen-
sion. 

Well conducted, and likely to succeed. 

In a backward locality, and not likely 
to succeed every year. 

129. In the Burdwan Division the Inspector reports that the middle 
English schools seem to him to have much improved in discipline and efficiency. 
"Many that had no maps or black boards before have now got them. These 
improvements have been most marked in Burdwan and Beerbhoom. The 
placing of middle English schools on a vernacular basis has, I believe, something 
to do with the earnestness displayed by the Deputy Inspectors of these districts." 
The improvement is made manifest by the fact that 151 pupils from 77 
schools passed the scholarship examination in 1878, against 102 pupils from 53 
schools in 1877. Of the 22 aided schools that passed no candidates, three are 
new schools, three do not read the scholarship course, three are kept up with 
difficulty in very backward parts, five suffered much from malarious fever, 
and the remaining eight are not well managed. These last are now engaging 
the Inspector's attention. 

130. All the Inspectors have sent careful and copious reports, similar 
to those which I have quoted, of the condition of the middle schools, 
English and Vernacular, in each district, and of the measures taken or proposed 
with regard to them. It is not necessary that I should enter into any further 
details on this point. The general result with regard to middle English schools is 
this. At the beginning of the year Government schools were 7; all sent candidates 
to the examination and 5 were successful. Aided schools numbered 453 ; 289 
sent candidates and 244 were successful. There were 112 unaided schools; 
candidates appeared from 19, anJ passed from 17 of these. At the close of 
the year the number of aided schools had been reduced to 432; hence there still 
remained a balance of 188 schools of this class that passed no candidates at the 
last examination. The number of "inefficient" schools, defined after the 
manner explained in a previous paragraph, will of course be much less than 
this; but enough remains to show how great has been the decline in this class 
of schools, and how real is the need for remedial measures. Reform, not 
destruction, is the requirement of the time; the schools have fallen, many of 
them, into evil ways from which they can be only gradually weaned. Upon 
them much money has been spent; and our endeavours should be to take care 
that the money so spent shall not have been thrown away. Where the manage
ment is dishonest, or in other ways hopelessly bad, no concession can be 
made; but when failure has arisen, not so much from want of will, a~ from 
want of guidance or from external distress, liberal terms should be gwen to 
unsuccessful schools, provided always they show themselves in earnest to remove 
the evils which may be pointed out to them. And in order that these measures 
may be carried out effectively, and with full knowledge, throughout Bengal, 
it is necessary that the Deputy Inspectors should be authoritatively instructed to 
give much more time to the inspection of secondary schools than has been the 
practice for the last six years. 
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131. :MIDDLE VERNACULAR SCHOOLS.-The following are the figures rolat· 
incr to this class of schools:-

o . 

Government schools ... 
Aided , 

Private " 
Total 

1877·78. ,--...______... 
Schools. Pupils. 

177 11,017 
830 39,406 

80 3,811 

1,087 53,234 

1878-70. 
r--"----. 
Schools. Pupils. 

172 9,305 
783 38,601 
106 4,701 

1,061 52,607 

A few Government vern.acular (~r model) sch~ols have been reduced and a 
few closed their grants bemg transferred to new sites after the end o£ the year. 
The incre~se of 26 under unaided schools is due to the withdrawal of grants 
from schools previously aided. . 

132. The loss o'f 47 aided schools is made up of 39 circle and primary 
grant schools and of 8 grant-in-aid s.chools. Among the £or~er class t'!o 
circles with six schools were closed m Furreedpore ; and 16 mrcle schools m 
Dacca were either reduced or closed, owing, as the Inspector alleges, to the 
withdrawal by the 1\I~gistrate of the all?wance of Rs. 2-~ a month w?ich .the 
gurus have hitherto enJoyed fi'om the m~cle grant. This demands m.qmry, 
since the distribution and control of the mrcle grant are no longer m the 
hands of the Magistrate. The Dacca circle system has long been celebrated £or 
its success in promoting secondary education at a very small cost, by gradually 
raising primary into lower and middle vernacular schools. The cheapness 
of the middle schools created under this system, and their success in the 
vernacular scholarship examination, were · noticed in the report for last 
year ; and it is for the Inspector to see to their prosperi£y and to maintain their 
standard. 

133. The reduction of middle schools aided from the primary grant 
has chiefly taken place in Jessore and in the Burdwan Division. In the former 
district the primary grant had been for some years exceeded1 the reduction 
that had been made in its amount in 1875 having escaped the notice of the 
district authorities. When this fact was pointed out large reductions were 
at once set on foot, and 21 middle schools consequently lost their grants. In the 
Burdwan Division 11 middle schools in l\1idnapore and 4 in Burdwan have 
ceased to be aided from the primary grant. In other districts reductions have 
been made, though to a more limited extent. In Eastern Bengal and in 
Behar, on the other hand, more middle schools have been taken up into 
the primary system, chiefly in the districts of· Durbhunga, Mozufferpore, 
Backergunge, and Dacca. The net result throughout Bengal is a loss of 17 
middle schools from the number of those aided from the primary grant. 

134. Turning to grant-in-aid schools, the loss of eight is thus explained. 
From 36 the grants have been withdrawn, and seven have been reduced to 
lower vernacular schools; 14 schools have been brought down from the 
middle English class, and 21 new grants sanctioned. The chief changes have 
been the following: In the district of J essore 17 grants have been cancelled,. 
and 13 new schools aided with the portion of the allotment thus saved, while 
12 converted English schools have been transferred to this class. In the 
Burdwan Division four grants have been cancelled, three " attached " schools . 
have now been rightly classed as unaided, and three new grants have been 
given. In the Rajshahye Division six have been closed for want of local 
support, and four reduced to the lower vernacular class. Three schools in 
Noakholly have been reduced; four have perished in Orissa; and four new 
schools have been aided in the Sonthal Pergunnahs. · 

· 135. The orders affecting middle English schools have made it an easy 
matter for vernacular schools to open an English class, and have consequently 
promoted the spread of English teaching to no inconsiderable extent. Under 
the old s_ystem the gul£ between middle English and. middle vernacular schools 
was so w1de that a school could bridge it only by an entire change of constitution. 
Under present orders the course in a middle vernacular is identical with that 
in _a middle E~gl~sh school, wi~h the single exception of the English language. 
W1th the perm1sswn of the Cucle Inspector, any efficient vernacular school 
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••coxo•ny can now add at its own expense an English class, the school beinrr still 
EnucATroN. l~anked as. vernacular, and the English teaching being ignored so far as 

regards the imposition of any disqualifying test. All the Inspectors 
have not supplied information on this important point; but I learn that 21 
vernacular schools in the Burdwan Division, 18 model schools in Patna and 
5 in Bhagulpore, have opened English classes on these terms. The 17 E~rrlish 
schools in the Presidency Division that were reduced to vernacular schools 
will almost c~rtainly . renew their En~l!sh classes as soon as they ImYe 
properly orgamzed thmr vernacular teachmg. All such schools will continue to 
be classed as vernacular until their English teaching improYes to the standard 
of the middle scholarship, when they will be entitled to take rank as middle 
English schools, and to claim recognition and aid for their Enrrlish classes. 
I would impress upon all inspecting officers the vital importance 

0
of encoura rr

ing the extension of English teaching under these salutary conditions involvi;"' 
as they do the continued maintenance of a sound vernacular standard and th~ 
enforcement of the rule that in middle schools all subjects are to 

1
be tauo·ht 

through the vernacular. Given efficient teaching in the Yernacular and the 
addition of even a little knowledge of English is, in these days ~f railways 
and newspapers, a solid advantage which need not be confined to dwellers in 
towns. 

136. ·The following table gives the results of the middle vernacular 
scholarship examination:-

DIVISIO:s'. 

Presidency 
Calcutta ..• 
Eurdwo.n ... 
Rajshabye 
Dacca ... 
Chittagong 
Pntnn. ... 
~hagulpore 
Chota .N ugpore ... 
Orissa. 

Total 

Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination, l8i8-79. 
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137. The general result of the examination may be shown as follows : 
At the beginning of the year there were 177 Government vernacular school:;; 
145 of these sent candidates to the examination, and from 124: schools cancli
dates passed. The number of aided schools was 830; of these 612 competed, 
and 424: successfully. Private schools were 80; 76 sent, and 49 passed, one or 
more candidates. On the whole therefore 883 schools sent 2,663 candidates, 
and from 597 schools 1,54:1 candidates passed. In the previous year 887 schools 
sent 2,939 candidates to the examination, and from 637 successful schools 
1,573 candidates passed. There is therefore a loss in the present returns 
under every head. In the Presidency, Rajshahye, and Patna l>ivi;;ions there 
is a loss both of successful schools and of successful pupils; in the Eastern 
Circle, and in the divisions of Bhagulpore, Chota Nagpore, and Orissa, there 
is a gain of both. The Burdwan schools show a loss of successful schools, hut 
an increase in the number of passed candidates. 

138. The Presidency Division sent up 23 schools and 112 candidates short of 
the numbers of the year before, and passed 9 candidates less than in 1877; 
the proportion of success has therefore much improYed. l\Iuch of the loss · i.~ 
explained by the reduction of middle schools in J essore. The attention of the Magi~
trate was drawn in my last report to the circumstance that the pr~ary. grant Lad 
been for some years largely exceeded. · That officer at. once set hunselt to reduce 
the expenditure, and 21 middle vernacular schools, h1therto supported from the 
primary grant, were closed. It is to be regretted that tho Magistrate did not 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 51 

make a reference on the subject; as in that case it might have been possible, secoNoAnY 

si~ce the schools were established and flourishing, to postpone the reduction or EnuoATioN. 

to spread it over a series. o£ years, until the villagers were sufficiently 
habituated to their schools to mduce them to make up £rom local sources the loss 
of the Government "'rant. 0£ the unsuccess£ul schools in the district 13 are quite 
new, and there re~ain five about which action is t~ be take~1. In the 24-Pe\'-
gunnahs 19 aided schools £ailed to send up candidates this year, and 17 o£ 
these failed on two previous occasions. Nine of these are in the very backward 
sub-divisions of Satkhira and Diamond Harbour. It is difficult to bring them up 
to the middle standard, and the Inspector suggests their reduction to the lower 
class. Seven schools are under incompetent teachers; in all o£ these changes 
have been or are about to be made. In 1\Ioorshedabad 16 grant-in-aid schools 
did not compete· three of these are new. Six grants have been suspended or 
withdrawn aiid the other seven will be given a further year's trial. 

139. 'In the Rajshahye Division the Inspector has long complained o£ the 
difficulty of aettina competent pundits for schools in the districts o£ Dinagepore, 
Runapore, a~d J~lpigoree, owing to the distance o£ the normal school at Ram
pore 

0
Beauleah, and the reluctance o£ pu!ldits trained in that schooi to !ake service 

in districts reputed unhealthy. Of Dmagepore l\fr. Bellett wntes : " I doubt 
whether any school in this district can be called a good one . . • . . . . I cannot 
hope for much improvement in this lamentable district till we have a normal 
school nearer to Ram pore Beauleah ;" and again to the same effect: "A com
parison o£ the Pubna district with its 23 schools and 1,154 pupils and 
Rungpore with 34 schools an~ 1,094 pupils, when the for:ner has only six schools 
which can be classed as unsatls£a.ctory and only one wh10h can be called bad, 
while in the latter the Deputy Inspector can only name seven with anything like 
satisfaction, all the remainder being indifferent or bad, proves my statement 
o£ the influence o£ the neighbourhood o£ a normal school £or good. In 
Pubna pundits can he obtained without the least difficulty from any o£ the 
three normal ~chools, Calcutta, Dacca, and Hooghly ; and the satisfactory 
condition of the district with regard to middle vernacular education is, there 
is no doubt, to he traced directly to this fact." Government has now sanc
tioned the transfer of the first grade normal school of Ram pore Bauleah to 
Rungpore, a measure which will be carried out at the close o£ this session. 

140. In the Patna Division· the same cause operated in the. middle 
vernacular as .in the middle English scholarship examination to bring down 
the results, namely, the introduction into the Behar circle for the first 
time o£ the Burdwan standard of examination. Another cause is to be 
£ound in the fact that at Mozufferpore the question papers were tampered 
with, and the examination quashed. In the Bhagulpore Division the marks 
had to he increased 25 per cent., as in the middle English examination. Of 70 
middle vernacular schools, 16 sent no candidates to the examination. 0£ 
these 16, ten were unaided schools, one a primary grant school, three new 
schools, and two situated in a- fever-stricken part of M:aldah. . 0£ 11 schools 
that sent candidates but failed, six were primary grant s·chools. 0£ the 
other five, one in each district, the accounts given are respectively ''£ever
stricken;'' " situated in a backward part,'' "no first or second class this year " 
"opened in 1878," and "attached to an English school,"and to be transferred:" 

141. In the Dacca Division the number o£ middle vernacular schools is 
!arge~· than in any other, namely 241.. The Presidency Division approaches 
1t With 238, and Burdwan follows With 174. But the success o£ the 
Da~ca school.s is still g~eater. Th~ number o£ passed candidates was 485, 
agamst 446 m the prevwus year, either number being greater than the sum o£ 
the successful candidates in the other two divisions. All the districts 
share in the general ad vance ; hut Dacca stands at the head o£ the list and 
Backergunge comes next. Out of 95 competing schools in Dacca di~trict 
only seven failed to pass any o£ their candidates. The popularity and 
success of middle ver~acular schools in Eastern . Bengal has £or years past 
been remarka~le ; the villagers take ~~e greatest mterest and pride in their 
schools1 and m the general competltwn for scho_larships ;_ a~d they display 
no anxwty whatever to convert a good vernacular mto an mdlfferent En"'lish 
school. Nor is the cheapness with which the schools are conductelless 
remarkable than their success. The following short table affords a. striking 
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compar!son of the year's results in the four divisions in BenO'al proper in which 
middle vernacular education is most advanced:-

0 

DIVISION. middle vernacular Cost to Government 
schools. 

No. of ~rnnt.-in-nid l I 
------------------------+---------
Presidency 
Durdwau 
Dacca 
Rujsbabye 

Llll 
l:\0 
1:n 

U7 

Rs. 

W,if:2 
20,\I.j5 
] l,i77 
H,7i.l·i 

Total cost. 

Rs. 

flfl,kH2 
6i,l:H 
~·u:o7 

3-',i::l5 

The operations of the Dacca Normal School, which had in former years a 
very high reputation, have been confined much more closely to Eastern Benrral 
than those of tho Hooghly Normal School to the Burdwan Division, or of cl1e 
Calcutta Normal School to the Presidency Division. When the stipend grants 
to all first grade normal sc:P.ools were cut down with a vigorous band in 1873, 
the demand for C?mpetent pundits became much less easy to satisfy in Central 
and Western than m Eastern Bengal; and the schools in the former divisions 
had to put up with inferior men, or else to secure good pundits at prices 
much higher than those ruling in th~ Dacca Division.. The subject does not 
di:J;ectly b~long to this section of the report ; but it has long been foreseen that 
if the m1ddle vernacular schools are to be restored to their former position, 
it will be necessary to make a large increase in the stipend grants of normal 
schools. The recent orders have vastiy increasea the importance of middle 
vernacular schools, ~nd have made the maintenance ot' a high standard of 
efficiency in these a. matter of the. first necessity. Middle vernacular schools 
are now the centre of the secondary system, just as higher English schools 
are the backbone of the colleges. No reasonable expenditure that will increase 
the efficiency of ·either class of schools can fail to secure a more than adequate 
return. 

142. The vernacular schools of the Chittagong Division are less unsatis
factory than the English schools. In Noakholly they have done well, but in 
Chitta gong they are far from successful; and Mr. Cotton, the l\Iagistrate, 
regards the aided middle schools of that district as little better than pathsalas. 
The Commissioner agrees with him, and says they will not improve, because 
there is no general desire for the class of information taught at such schools, or 
indeed for European education of any kind. Mr. Beames would therefore degrade 
them; but the facts seem rather to furnish an argument for keeping up the 
more promising of these schools, in the face of all difficulties, in the hope that 
a desire for a better standard of education may hereafter arise. 

143. Out of twenty-three schools in Chota Nagpore seven sent no 
candidates. Four of these were in the district o£ JI.Ianbhoom, which suffers in 
comparison with the Hindi-speaking districts of the division, from the fact 

· that its schools are examined by the Presidency divisional standard. T>\'O 
schools in Hazaribagh sent no candidates; one is to be removed, and the other 
is an Urdu school for l\Iahomedans, the examinations of the· division being 
conducted only in Bengali and in Hindi. An unsuccessful school in Singbhoom 
is to be transferred. The Assistant Inspector remarks that the model schools in 
Lohardugga and Singhhoom are o£ great service to primary education, since 
the passed candidates accept employment as gurus; while those from schools 
in Hazaribagh and l\Ianbhoom look forwa~·d either to a higher English 
education or to qualifying as pundits in the first grade normal school at Ranchi. 

144. In Orissa, with 37 middle vernacular schools, a considerable 
improvement is shown in the result of the examination, 88 pupils passing from 
30 schools, against 49 pupils from 21 schools in the previous year; and 
this notwithstanding the decease o£ the large and efficient school at Pooree 
from the failure of local support. Balasore is the most successful of all tho 
districts, none of its sclwols having failed altogether. One school only failed 
in Cuttack, and the causes of its failure are being reported on. In Pooree 
very little desire is shown for grant-in-aid schools, especially in the 
Khoorda sub-division. Even in Government schools in that sub.division 
the boys s~out the idea of pur~ha~ing school book~, with whicl_1 th~y cl~tim 
to be supphccl by Government. 'l he Improvement of mHldle educatwn m Onssa 
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J.s laro-oly due to the judicious control of the Joint !nspe?tor, w~ose zeal and 
discr~tion in this, as in every other branch of his duties, cla1m the fullest 
acknowledgment. 

145. Durin<r the course of the year Pundit 1\fohesh Chundra 
Nyayaratna, the Officiating Principal of the Sanskrit College, put .forw~rd a 
proposal to modify in .several impor~ant respects. the course of study m middle 
vernacular schools winch was fixed m 1875. His proposals were as follows:-

( 1) To appoint some centr~l authority to sele~t text-books in Be~gali, 
in order to define the standard m language and literature at the middle 
scholarship examination. By the orders of 1875 no ~ext=bo.oks . were fixed, 
or to be fixed in Beiwali literature; each school readmg 111 Its higher classes 
the books that it thouglrllikely to serve its pupils be~t in the general examin
ation in language, which was all that the rules prescribed. 

(2) To omit mensuration from the course, as involving a knowledge of 
the third book of Euclid ; and to omit the altemative subjects of botany and 
chemistry, as implying a knowledge ?f practical. appliances whic~ n~ither 
pundits nor schools possessed, and as havmg no relatwn to the course 111 h1gher 
schools. 

(3) To substitute hygiene for these subjects. 
~ 4) To raise the marks assigned to the B.engali language, as being by 

far the most important subject of the course. 
These proposals were sent for the consideration of Circle Inspectors, of 

the head·masters of first grade normal schools, and of the central text.· 
book committee; and the proposals were thoroughly discussed. It was agreed 
by all that the first proposal suggested a valuable reform, which indeed the 
resolution of July 1878, placing in the hands of Inspectors the selection of text
books for middle schools, now for. the first time enabled the department to 
carry out. Perhaps the most satisfactqry plan is that in force in the Presidency 
Circle. A fairly long list of books in litera~ure and in grammar is fixed by 
the Inspector, out of which scho.ol managers are at liberty to select text
books for all their classes ; but the examination is as heretofore a general 
one in language and grammar, and is not confined to any particular books. 

146. The other proposals met with very little support, and were generally 
condemned as retrograde. They were in essence a return to the standard of 15 
years ago. It was held indeed that there were two cardinal errors underlying 
the pundit's pz:oposals. The first, that the course of instruction in middle 
vernacular schools was to be dominated by that in higher English schools ; and 
the second, that the Bengali language was the most important subject in the 
vernacular course. The defects of the scientific portion of the course are well 
known; but the remedy for them is to improve the teaching of those subjects 
in the normal schools. Ground is being won year by year, and the schools are 
b~coming habituated, if to nothing else, at least to the. terms of elementary 
sCience ar;d to ~he· idea o£ scientific t~aching. "YV"hen trained pundits are 
produced m suffiCient numbers, they Will find thmr work much easier than if 
they had to break entirely fresh ground. The introduction of hygiene as a 
c~mpulsory or an alternati_ve sl!-bject in the scholarship course awaits the decision 
of the Government of India with regard to the production of a text-book. 

147. LowER VERNACULAR ScaooLs.-The followincr changes have taken 
place during the year :-

0 

Government schools ... 
Aided 
Unaided " 

1877·78. 
r--·"'---., 
Schools. Pupils. 

10 354 
1,536 53,858 

58 1,800 

Total ... 1,604 · 56,012 

1878·79. 
r--~--"' 
Schools. Pupils. 

13 757 
1,474 50,638 

54 1,096 

1,541 53,301 

Three model schools have been re-classed as lower vernacular, and a few 
unaided schools have ceased to exist. 

_148. The 1,474 ~ided schools are made up of 115 grant-in·aid schools, 
92 cu:cle, and 1,267 pnmary grant schools. The loss of 62 aided schools is 
explamed by 15 g:ants-in-aid cancelled; a g!l'in o£ 14 circle schools, pal'tly 
reduced from the middle vernacular, partly raised from the primary class; and 

0 
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er.colfnuv a loss of 61 schools aided from the primary grant. The net loss of 15 in 
Envc.rJoN. ~rant-in-!1-i~ schools is suffici~ntly e:rplained by. changes. t?~t ha.ve taken place 

m the m1sswn schools estabhshed m the Presidency Drnswn, m :Midnapore, 
and amongst the Kols of Chota Nagpore. A fixed monthly grant is made to 
a mission, which undertakes in return to keep up a certain number of schools 
and to spend a certain sum of money in their support. The class of thes~ 
schools fluctuates from year to year, though many are kept permanently above 
the primary standard. Against the 15 now lost 20 were raised to this class 
in the previous year. I have in former reports expressed a high opinion of the 
educational work that is done by the missionary bodies among uncivilised 
races, such as that of the Church Missionary Society and the Indian Home 
:Mission among the Sonthals, and that of the Lutheran and Anglican 1\lissions 
among the Kols. Their work is in a high degree one of civilisation as well 
as of education. 

149. The 61 primary grant schools that have disappeared from this class 
are the balance of a much larger number that have ceased to be aided from 
that allotment. In Jessore 40 grants to lower vernacular schools have 
been withdrawn, some of them doubtless reappearing as primary schools. 
In Moorshedabad 16 schools have been either reduced or abolished. In 
Beerbhoom 28, and in Burdwan 10 lower vernacular schools have been classed 
this year as primaries. In Chittagong 15 were lost, and in the SontLal 
Pergunnahs 19. On the other hand 25 primary schools in Dacca, 12 in 
Backergunge, and 13 in Uidnapore, were raised to the lower vernacular class; 
and in Orissa 23 primaries were so raised, to serve as model or central schools 
in the primary syst(lm now in force in the districts of Cuttack and Balasore . 

. 150. Su~joined are the results of the lower vernacular scholarship examin
ation, the subjects for which include the Bengali language, the history and 
geography of Bengal, arithmetic, the first book of Euclid, and elementary facts 
of science. 

Lou·er Vernacular Scholarship Examination, 1878-79. 

DIVISIO!f, 

~ 0 ~ ., 
NUMBER OP SCHOOLS NUMBER OP BCITOOLS "' ~ ~ ~ ~UMBER OP CANDIDATES 

"' WHIOH BEI'il' CAN• PROM WHICH CA!'iDl· 0 
~ DID.A.·TES. DATES PASSED. £ PASSED IN ~ 'Og " '0 ., :; s..~ 

" " " " ~= " ·~ ·~ = ..: 
= 

~ -~ ·~ E= iii " H 
·;; ·;; ~-= ·;: :; =o: a 8 :; ~,; " E .,; .s ~ .,; s :; "" -= 

I 
0 " :S = = sa = ~ = E.§-"~ " .:: ~ " .:: ~ 8 _, ~ ., 

0 
., 

0 i8 0 z• 0~ 0 0: 0 0:: ~ J5 ;:; E< " < E< " < E< E< 

Presidency ... 350 ... 122 3 125 ... 55 ~ I 56 269 26 47 7' 21 
Calcutta. 2 ... I I . .. I I I I 
Burdwan ... 259 178 7 185 ... !CO 6 Wl 4:'8 69 1:!.1 Ht 3:>1 2:! 
Rajshabye ... 116 52 4 5I) ao 3 !i3 12.3 1 15 "'' [,ij 19 
Dacca 2:12 

•.. 4 
206 12 222 

... a 
IU 5 152 495 6 61 }'\t) z;,e :!:! 

Cbitta~ong" 53 ... 43 2 45 ... 19 2 21 106 ... 6 e7 '"l 4 
Patna. ... 2H ... 142 6 147 ... fA I 65 a:<S 4 24 ~:] Ill 3:! 
Bha~ulpore· ... HZ ... 127 2 129 ... 71 2 73 3i2 I5 47 125 Nl 35 
Chota Na~pore ... 52 2 24 ... 26 I I5 . .. 16 69 3 9 15 '') 11 
Orissa ... 121 6 70 I 76 6 7fl ... 75 20S 98 47 '8 ]~:j ' 19 

---;;;;;-137 -- - - - -
358 mjl,2osi"};" Total ... 1,541 11 1,012 9 G2S 21 G.53 2,3H8 196 

151. In the previous year, when there were 63 more schools of this class, 
2,457 candidates competed from 993 sc~ools,. and .from 702 schools 1,272 
candidates passed. The number of competmg schools 1s therefore gre~te: than 
in the year bef.ore, and the. nuJ?lber o! successful schools and pup1ls 1s less. 
These figures pomt to no dechne m effic1ency. l\Iany of the sch?ols o£ the 
previous year, which have since been reduced,, were reduc~d on financwl grounds, 
and in order to provide funds for the extenswn of the pnmary system, and not 
by reason of thel.r inefficiency. Consequently many schools that passed candi
dates in 1877 were not in existence in 1878, while the new schools that were 
just raised to the class were often hardly strong eno.ugh to ~ucceed at a first 
attempt. In schools originating as these do, and ~ffermg to piC~ed boys o~ the 
classes that fill our primary schools an opportumty of advancm~ to a higher 
standard of education, the important thing is to get as many as poss1ble to attempt 
the standard. They cost the Gove:mment R.s. 3, Rs. 4, or Rs. ~ a month each ; 
and they form a valuable and necessary lmk between the pnmary schools of 

. the country, so far as they have been taken up and or9anised, and the secomlary 
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system of Government schools. The margin between the 1,474 aided schools 
that exist and the 964 that competed 1·epresents . the number of ~chools that 
have bc(l"un to raise themselves above the pnmary scholarship standard, 
and may hope to approach that standard in a ~ear or two. T~e Magistrate 
decides which schools, out of all that are mded from· the pnmary grant, 
shall be classed as lower vernacular and permitted to compete for the corre
sponding scholarships. 

152. In the Presidency Division the percentage of successful candidates 
was so much smaller than in the previous year in every district that the 
Inspector cannot resist the conclusion that .th~ standard of ex~minatio? ~as 
raised. He believes, however, that there are still many schools m the distncts 
of 24-Per(l"unnahs and Nuddea which are never likely to reach the scholarship 
standard, 

0
and that would succeed better as primary sch?ols. In the Bu~dwan 

Division the number of lower vernacular schools to be aided from the pnmary 
grant is fixed for the future at 84 in Burdwan and 65 in Midnapore. In 
Hooahly, Howrah, and Bankoora no number is fixed; but the Inspector remarks 
that 

0 
an abolished school is seldom replaced. The district of Beerbhoom; 

which had 28 lower vernacular schools aided from the primary grant in 
1877-78, had none at the close of the year, the Magistrate having decided that 
all such schools should be aided, if at all, by grants-in-aid. Of the 28 lower 
vernacular schools, from which grants were taken away, three at once converted 
themselves into primaries, two obtained grants-in-aid, eight have applied for 
grants-in-aid, five have ceased to exist, and the remaining ten, in the words of 
the Deputy Inspector, . ''closed and revived, revived and closed, and were at 
last brought on our list as primary schools." Notwithstanding the reductions 
in the Burdwan Division, the success at the examination was much greater than 
in the previous year. In 1877, 139 schools sent 286 candidates, and from 121 
schools 208 candidates passed. In 1878, 185 schools sent 428 candidates, and 
from 166 schools 334 passed. The 1,267 schools aided from the primary grant 
in this division cost Rs. 11,364, or ,at the rate of Rs. 4-6-6 each a month. The 
rate throughout Bengal is a fraction under Rs. 4 a month, but there is no 
doubt that the higher rate is compensated by increased efficiency. 

153; The lower vernacular schools in the Dacca Division are little, if at 
all, inferior to those of Burdwan. Of 232 schools, 222 competed, and though 
only 152 schools and 252 candidates were successful, against 166 schools and 
334 pupils in the Burdwan Division, yet the classification of the successful 
candidates shows that the standard in Dacca was much more severe than the 
other. Of the Dacca candidates, only five were placed in the first division, 
and 61 in the second, while in Burdwan 69 candidates reached the first, and 
123 the second division. In the Chittagong Division the lower vernacular, like 
the middle vernacular schools, are generally unsuccessful. In the Patna Divi
sion the number o£ successful schools and of passed candidates was only half 
that of the previous year. The standard is being gradually worked up to that 
of other parts of Bengal. In the Bhagulpore Division, out of 138 lower 
vernacular schools aided from the primary grant, as many as 127 competed at 
the examination. Of these, 71 schools and 187 candidates were successful, which 
is a _better result than that of the Patna Division. In Chota Nagpore 27 
candida~es passed from 16 schools, out of, 52 in the division ; from Lohardugga 
20 candidates passed. It has been already noticed that passed pupils of middle 
schools in this district are willing to serve as teachers in primary and lower 
schoo!s. But the other three districts failed miserably; Manbhoom (which was 
exan:med by the sta~dard of th~ Presidency Division) passing only five 
candid~tes, and Hazar1bagh and Smgbhoom one each. In Hazaribagh it is 
most difficult ~o get teachers ~or these schools, and the Assistant Inspector points 
out that the crrcle. system might be introduced into this district with great 
adv~ntag?. In Smgbhoom I_Dany of the pathsalas, as the Assistant Inspector 
agam pomts out, h~ve ev1dently been forced prematurely, and . without 
a':ly natural dema~d, mto the lowe: vernacular class. At Jagarnathpore in 
Smgbhoom there 1s the most expensive school of this class in Bengal· it is a 
Government school, with a grant of R. 25 a month and with no fee 'income 
of any k~nd. It ~e~t fo~r boys to th_e examination, ~one of whom passed. The 
grant m1ght be d1v1ded mto two w1th great advantage. In Orissa the lower 
vernacular schools have greatly increased in efficiency. In the scholarship 
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examination all the districts attained the same level of success as Ealasorc, 
which in the previous year had distanced the other two. In Ealasore and 
Cuttack, the lower vernacular schools have a close relation to the primary 
system. One is established as a model school at each police outpost; and 
the abadhan, or teacher, has to inspect all the schools in a surrounding area, in 
addition to the work of teaching his own. The Joint Inspector is reluctant 
to pronounce upon the merits of this portion of the scheme, but thinks it more 
promising in Balasore than in Cuttack. The double duty imposed on the 
abadhans is no light matter; and in Cuttack the area of inspection for each 
abadban is much largPr, and his remuneration much less, than in Balasore. 

154. I append returns showing the social position of whose who gained 
middle English, middle vernacular, and lower vernacular scholarships. Among 
middle English scholars there are 72 of the middle classes to 3~ of the lower; 
among middle vernacular scholars, 122 of the middle classes to 101 of the 
lower; and among lower vernacular scholars, 53 of the middle classes to 
135. of the lower. Or again, o£ 188 lower vernacular scholarships, sons of 
cultivating ryots hold 74; of 223 middle vernacular scholarships they hold 
40; and of l 04 middle English scholarships they hold 11. 

Social Position of Middle Englis/1 Sclwlm·s, 1878-79. 

MIDDLE CLASSES. LOWER CLASSES. 

· {Brahmans nnd Rajpoots ... 
Hindus ... Kayasths and l!aidya.s 

Lower castes . . . . .. 
Mabomedan!t 
Christ.ians 
Others 

Total 

Upper 
classes. 

8 ·;: 
~ 

"' "' 
4 

1D 

= ,; .~ 

.£ ~ s e 
~ "" 
16 4 
10 6 
1 
3 

,; 

E 
0 3 0 .>I .>I "' ,. 
~ !;, s "' rn ~ ... 

.; ., 
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10 1 ... 
2 4 3 
1 

Social Position of Middle Vernacular Sclwlars, 1878-79. 
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MIDDLE CLASBE B. LowEn CLABBBB. 

{
Brahmans and Rajpoots 

Hindus ... Kayasths and Baidyas .. . 

Mabomedans 
Christians 
Others 

Lower castes ... .. . 

Total 

Upper 
classes. 

1 

...... 

.,; 

~ " :: 
~ ~ "' 
H 13 
21 20 
1 5 
3 7 

... .. . ----
39 45 

1! ci 
.3 0 

I '" :; .; " " ., 'E ·.: 
~ " "' 8 rn ... 

2{) ... 5 10 
6 1 15 8 
1 7 1 15 
1 5 6 ... ... 
1 ... ... 1 ---- -

29 8 26 40 

(a) No re!ium of seven vernacular scholars from Behar Circle. 
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Social Position of Lower Vernaculm· Scholars, 1878-79. 

~ = .8 
.=1 
Q 
0 a a 
0 

"' 
... 

1 
1 

... --
2 

MIDDLE CLASSES. LOWER CLASSES. 

.: ~ 
0 g :g _, 

.=1 " 
~ 

0 

'" 
a 

"' E E ~ ~ 

E-< <h <; 

Upper 
classes. 

t:i ~ 
.; 

~ 
·~ 8 ~ ·~ .!l '" .ll 

.., '6 ·~ ~ e e " ~ "' "" ... "' ... 
... 

3 ... . .. 
w 8 2 

... 18 8 ... 6 20 
5 8 2 ... 13 )5 

4 ... 3 1 23 {
Brn.hmans and RAjpoots 

Hindus 1\.u-"·u~ths and Btut.iyus 
LO\\o"t~r castelj ... . .. 

~ Total. g 
Q 

.=1 
] 
=a 

;g 
g 
c 
~ 

~ 
;;,i 

--
1:J 

g 

i 
;;; 

Total. 

6R 
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:!1 Mahomedans 
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Otht:r:s 
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153. The total number of primarJ; schools of all classes, and of the pupils 
reading in them, is shown in the followmg statement:-

Pt·imary Schools. 

1878. . 1870. 

~-

___ __... ____ 
Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 

Government schools 12 310 10 207 
Grant-in-aid 192 4,876 163 4,459 , 

50 1,712 83 2,908 Circle grant , 
15,788 353,42-J. 22,782 439,204 Primary grant , 

Total ... 16,042 360,322 23,038 44-6,868 
Unaided schools 6,084 86,200 6,232 84,196 

GnA.ND ToTAL ... 22,126 446,5'~2 29,270 531,064 

The few Government schools are nearly all in the :M:ymensing district, and 
are kept up for the benefit of th.e ha;If-Aryan races that_ d:veii on the lower slof!es 
of the Garrow hills. The grant-m-aid sch?ols are all. mission ~c~~ols. Th~ chief 
increase in circle schools has taken place m the Presidency DivisiOn ; 27 pnmary 
schools having been added in the district of 24-Pergunnahs, in which the circles 
have been re-arranged and the gran:s re-distr~buted un~e;r the. direction of. the 
Inspector, who is now charged wtth the direct adrmmstrahon of the cucle 
grant. . . 

156. The subjoined tables show t~e extent to wh~ch the cucle and 
primary grants are used to promote educatwn other than pnmary :-

YBA.B BI!DI!!G 

31st March 1878 ... 
31st )larch i879 ... 

YBAB ENDING 

31st March 1878 ... 
31st ~larch 1879 ... 

--·I . .. 

--·I ... 

Cit·c!e Grant Schools. 

Primary. Lower. Middle. I Pupils. 

Schools •. , Pupils. ,.Schools. Pupils. I Schools. Pupils. I Schools., Total. 

I 262 I 10,742 
287 11,947 

"M 

I 

1.839 

I 

78 3,0~5 

I 
128 6,858 

•89 3,129 92 3,591 106 6,227 

o Including six girls' schools. 

Pt·imary Grant Schools. 

Primary.• I Lower. Middle. I Total. 

Schools., Pupils. I Schools. I Pupils. Schools. I Pupils. I Schools. I Pupil•. 

•15,9391 
t22,976 

355,7231 
4!1.2,599 

1,3281 
1,267 

45,7781 
~2,659 1281 111 

4,6341 
4,260 

17,3951 406,135 
24,364 489,518 

• Including 151 girls' schools. 
t Ditto 194 ditto. 

157. As was explained in the last report, the circle grant has been for 
some years exposed to serious vicissitudes, arising from a complete misconcep
tion of its purpose by the officer to whom, in 1872, it was entrusted. That 
purpose was to create lower and middle vernacular schools at small cost out of 
the primary schools of the country, and thus to engraft secondary education 
upon the indigenous system. The chief troubles have hitherto arisen in the Pre
sidency Division, where the pundits have been treated alternately as teachers 
as inspectors, and as both. In the year under report misfortune appears t~ 
have overtaken the circle schools of the Dacca Division, in which for many 
years the administration of the circle grant bad been conspicuously successful. 
'fhe middle schools of the Dacca circles have fallen from 105 to 82 1ower 
and primary schools having increased by six and seven respectively. 'There 
is consequently a loss both in quantity and in quality. The Government has 
now declared th~t th~ ch_aracter of the circle system is defined by the highest 
standard at whwh It a1ms, and consequently that expenditure on circle 
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PniunY schools is expenditure upon secondary education. The transfer to the Circle 
Enuc•TioN. Inspectors of the control of these schools will probably bring about a return 

to the principles on which they were first established. 
158. The loss of 17 middle and of 61 lower vernacular schools aided 

from the primary grant has already been referred to. Variations of this kind 
are not important; and the principle is now generally accepted that the 
occasional rise of primary into lower vernacular, and more rarely into middle 
vernacular schools, is a legitimate and useful development of the primary 
system. There is no longer any reason .to fear that the primary grant will be 
applied in any undue proportion to the purposes of secondary education. 
Taking the returns of the year as the basis of calculation, the actual charac
ter of the primary system in Bengal may be thus expressed. For every 1,000 
primary schools in the province there are 58 lower vernacular and five midJle 
vernacular schools that have grown out of primaries. Each primary school has 
19 pupils, and costs Government Rs. 12 a year out of a total expenditure of 
Rs. 4:3. A lower vernacular school has 34 pupils, and costs Government 
Rs. 48 a year out of a total of Rs. 94. A middle vernacular school has 38 
pupils, and costs Government Rs. 54 a year out of a total of Rs. 1::10. No 
exception can be taken to the outgrowth of a secondary system, whoso 
dimensions are so limited, and whose cost is so moderate. The warnings 
of former years have had their full and salutary effect, and no further 
1·estrictions on the support of secondary schools from the primary grant need 
now be imposed or suggested. 

159. The following table sums up for reference the detailed statistics of 
all Government and grant-in-aid primary schools and of all schools aideJ 
from the primary and circle grants:-

c~ e .,;, 0~ 
.; m"' § 
0 ::::o» .!:> 
0 

=--" ,s -:;; 
"' ;;.~ 

"' Expended ~ § .; ExJ){'mlc{l 
CLASS OP SCHOOLS. 

,o; :;; " from Govern- from lorul Totnl 
'S oo~ El 

"' 
m ~ ment. eX}Jeutled. ~~ eDt " sources. 

15 ~=§-§ ~. ~ ~ " .c "-.0 s 
s S~; ~~ "' 0 . t 

~g .s "" ,s ::: £Z:<l :;c "' "' z ..., .. 
0 ~ :a 0 

Rs. A.. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. 4, P. 

Government primary ... 10 207 214 153 "' 61 32 114 1,080 9 7 31 0 0 1,1H 9 7 -------- - -- - -
Grant-in-aid primary "' 163 4,450 4,120 3,392 594 1,572 572 1,721 6,553 0 1 10,577 3 6 17,130 3 7 -·------- - -- - ------------CIRCLE GRANT SCHOOLS-

!\Iiddle vemncular "' 106 5,227 4,518 M18 1 4.6!l9 524 3 11,217 8 9 6.515 1 4 17,7~2 10 1 
Lower ditto "' "' 92 3,5\ll 3,352 2,ti:W "' 2,AA7 70::1 1 6,ti50 4 0 4,UU9 9 3 11,5:J!I 1:1 3 
Primary ditto ... '" 83 2,!1HS 2,578 2,1112 

"' 2,212 78·1 2 4.~~13 15 0 2,~:!-i ].j, 7 7,118 13 7 
Girls' ditto ... ... 6 131 127 101 . .. 1:!8 3 ,., 373 0 0 :w 0 0 4112 0 0 -------- - -- - - -----------

Total ... 28i 11,917 10,600 8,247 1 9,926 2,014 6 2~,534 11 9 14,278 0 2 31i,Sl3 411 --------- -- - --------------
PRIMARY GRANT SCHOOLS-

l\lidflle vernacular ... 111 4,2fi0 3,85·1 3,061 . .. 3,:145 911 4 5,D2-113 6 8,535 9 7 14,4f.O 7 1 
Lower ditto "' ... 1,2fi7 42,G5H 39,100 31,305 83 3.'l,:~l:i 6,fWi 270 on,t:n 9 1 5H,it5 3 2 1. w, HH 12 3 
¥rimary ditto ,., ... 22,7S2 4;j!J,2U .. I: 3U9,187 33:!,-t..:Ki 1,357 34G,n:i6 84,-158 7,:~.os 2,76,521 2 8 7,07,141 4 6 1J,8:3,tjfi;;'. 7 2 
Girls' ditto ... . .. 1[)4 3,:1\15 3,0\10 2,:121 101 2,7611 368 159 4,516 0 8 l,8!J5 0 g 6,411 1 6 -----------

Total "' 24,35-1 489,518 445,231 370,126 1,5441 387,508 92,680 7,786 3,-l7,1V3 9 II 7,7G,7~7 2 0111,23,080 II 11 

160. PRESIDENCY DIVISION.-The number of aided primaries has increased 
from 1,712 to 1,753. Lower vernacular schools number 238, and middle 
vernacular 44. In the 24-Pergunnahs and in l\Ioorshedabad the payment-by
l'esults system is in force for primary schools; in N uddea and J essoro a mixed 
system of stipends and rewards prevails. 'l'he local authorities have generally 
managed their own schemes without the assistance of tho Circle Inspector. 

J 61. 24-Pergunnalts-Population, 2,210,000; primary grant, Hs. 12,000; 
expenditure from that grant, Rs. 10,067; of which Rs. 9:!7 have been spent on 
1 -miJdle and 27 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schoob 
aided from the primary grant has decreased since the last 1·eport from ()41 
with 23,000 pupils to G35 with 23,678 pupils. Unaided primary schools 
are 4G3. 

The introduct~on of the payment-by-results system in the previous year had 
the effect at the outset of reducing the number of aided primaries, the gurus being 
unuer tho impression that no aid at all would be given by Govemment. It has 
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now come to bo better un~crsto_od, and tho gurus ar.o said tp have set to work,with 
"Teater yicrour and steadmcss m the hope o£ earmng an ample reward. 'I hreo 
~1 ethods l~tve been followed, as in the previous year :-(a) payment by rewards 
after quarterly examination; (b) .fixed grants; (c) annual rew~rds; the only 
change being that tho first-mentioned has playe~ a more promment part than 
before. It has been found that there are cm·tam drawbacks to the system 
hitherto in >oguo of holding the examinations quarterly at each school. At 
one quarter's cxaminat~on a. boy would pass a?d get a rewa~·d, ~nd there was 
nothing to prevent lus bemg presen~e~ agam at the exammatw_n for the n_ext 
quarter in the same subjects, a:r;td gam;n&' a second 1:ew!lrd w1th~ut .havmg 
made any prooTess. Further, after fimshmg each penod1cal exammatwn the 
Sub-Inspector 

0
had to tabulate the 1·esults, draw up the bills, and distribute the 

rewards an amount o£ work sufficient to take up the whole of his time, and to 
prevent 'his at ten din~ to other classes of schools. . T~e Magistrate proposes 
to introduce the l\Iidnapore system o£ central exammatwns, and to cause the 
Sub-Inspectors to keep for each pathsala a memorandum-book to note the 
prorrress o£ each boy at the time of examination. 

o 162. .1\luddea.-Population, 1,813,000; primary grant, Rs. 18,000; expendi
ture from that grant, Rs. 16,978; of which Rs. 5,337 have been spent. on three 
middle and 9-t lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from 
the primary grant has increased from 603 with 18,399 pupils to 665 with 20,154 
pupils. Unai~ed primaries are four. The Magistrate remarks that it .was 
intended to mtroduce the plan of payment by results; but an unqualified 
system of that kind was thought to be ill-suited to the requirements o£ the 
district, and measures were accordingly taken to improve those schools that 
were in the receipt. of fixed grants, while the result system was applied only to 
those which had hitherto been unaided. Under this_. system 139 primary 
schools received rewards. All the sub-divisional officers have written in favour 
of the scheme, and the gurus of pathsalas hitherto unaided have come to 
understand that State aid, instead of being the monopoly o£ some, is to be 
shared by all. Gurus who could send up no candidates to compete for 
rewards received some aid for registering their schools and submitting annual 
returns. 

163. Jessore.-Population, 2,075,000; primary grant, Rs. 16,000; expendi
ture from that grant, Rs. 14,700; of which Hs. 3,130 have. been spent on 
17 middle and 52 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided 
from the primary grant has decreased from 409 with 13,120 pupils to 350 with 
11,493 pupils. This decrease is due mainly to retrenchments that have been 
made in grants from the primary fund to middle and lower vernacular schools, 
of which there were 38 and 92 respectively in the previous year, against 17 
and 52 now returned. Aided primaries taken alone show a small increase from 279 
to 281. The necessity for withdrawing aid from middle and lower schools 
arose from the d~scovery th~t the primary allotme~t had ~e.en in former years 
exceeded. Unaided pnmanes are 186. The local authonties have determined 
to introduce the plan of payment-by-results as an experiment in one sub
division. An officer experienced in. the :Midnapore system has recently been 
sent to Jessore as Deputy Inspector, and in all probability that system will 
be adopted for the whole district. 

164. .ilfoors!tedabad.-Population, 1,354,000; primary grant, Rs. 11,856; 
ex_renditure t~erefrom, Rs.' 9,028; o£ which Rs. 4,045 have been spent on 23 
middle and 6o lower vernacular schools. The total , number of schools aided 
from the J?rimary ~uud h~s de?reased from 428 ~th ~0, 728 pupils to 398 with 
1_0, 144 pupils. .:U n~Ided pnmane~are. 23 .. Th:re .1s beheved to be no very exten
sive system of md1genous educatiOn m tlns distriCt. No important chan(}'e has 
taken plac~ in the. administration of the allotment, the payment-by-~esults 
system havmg been m vogue throughout the year. The central examinations 
had 38 more sch~ols. compe~ing than in t~e year before, and 1,032 more pupils. 
Hs. 2,714 wore d1str~buted m rewards, bemg an average of a little over H.s. 11 
for each school. l\hddle and lower vernacular schools, the offsprin"' of the 
old five-rupee pat~salas, are plante~ very thickly in this district, and ~bsorbed 
nearly half the pnmary gra~t. It_1s ~robable that the existence of so many fixed 
grant .schools! and the p~uCity o£ md1genous pathsalas, will prevent the pav-
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PRIMARY 165. BuRDWAN DIVISION.-The number of aided primaries 'has advanced 
BnucmoN. from 4,925 to 5,527; lower vernacular schools are 215; and there are 

two middle vernacular schools. In Burd wan and Banko ora the system of 
stipends and rewards is combine~; i.n the other four districts allyayments are 
made upon the result of exammatwns. Next after Balasore, m which the 
proportion of pupils to population is 3-1:84 per 1,000, come the three districts of 
l'IIidnapore,Burdwan, and Bankoora, in which the proportions are 25·9 2-!·36 and 
23·9lrespectively, the district of 2-!-Pergunnahsfollowing with 23 8J per 1'000. 

. 166. Burdwan.-Population, 2,?35,000; primary grant, Rs. 22,000; c~pen
drture therefrom, Rs. 21,828; of whrch Rs. 5,617 have been spent on 1 middle 
and 113 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary fund has advanced from 1,16-! with 36,908 pupils to 1,459 with 42 809 
pupils. Unaided schools are returned as 55. ' 

1\Ir. Larminie's system of last year has now been brought into full 
operation. It differs but slightly from th~ one so successfully worked in 
Bankoora, and the result~ are as encouragmg as they were in that district. 
On this plan the teachE:'rs of 18 pathsalas were paid at the rate of Rs. 5 a 
month, of 66 at Rs. 4, and of 650 at Re. 1. The teachers of the third class 
also receive rewards according to their success in teaching. There is a fourth 
class of schools, the teachers of which, receiving no monthly aid, are entitled 
to rewards for good teaching as proved by the central examination. Schools of 
the first two classes that show marked failure at the scholarship examination 
are degraded to the third class, and replaced by good schools of that class. 
Similarly, third class schools may be degraded. to the fourth class, and their 
places taken by good sc~wols of the fourth class. The .Magistrate can testify 
from personal observatwn that both· gurus and puprls generally are now 
thoroughly awake to the advantages of giving attention to their work. The 
annual cost to Government has been barely over 8 annas a year for each pupil. 
'l'he pathsalas examined for rewards numbered 1,024, the pupils examined 
17,906. Of the pathsalas 948, of the pupils 2,015, earned rewards aggregatinrr 
for pathsalas, i.e. for the gurus, Rs. 6,412, and for the pupils Rs. 485. Eighty~ 
two girls succeeded in passing the examination, 31 by the higher standard. 
The total number passed was 8,588; the highest reward, Rs. 46, was gained 
by the guru of an unaided pathsala. 

167. Bankoora.-Population, 527,000; primary grant, Rs. 6,000; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 5,705; of which Rs. 1,107 were!:Jpent on 22 lower verna
cular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary fund 
has increased from 326 with 10,418 pupils to 407 with 10,656 pupils. Unaided 
primaries are returned as 17, 'against 120 of the previous year. This difference 
arises no doubt from many unaided pathsalas of that year having been brought 
within reach of the reward examination, and therefore classed as aided. No 
important change has been made in the system of1ast year, the basis of which was 
" small stipends and large rewards, " except that central examinations are now 
discontinued, and partial examinations in certain subjects are held at each visit 
paid to a pathsala by an inspecting officer. The Sub-Inspector has to visit 
each stipendiary pathsala six times during the year, and each rewarded 
pathsala three times, and to record in a book kept for the purpose the 
number of marks obtained by each pupil. The classification of schools is based 
on the aO'aregate marks thus obtained by each. The gurus of 311 stipen
diary and

0 

rewarded pathsalas received rewards varying from Rs. 55 to 
Rs. 3 each. 

168. Beerbhoom.-Popu1ation, 696,000; primary grant, Rs. 5,144; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs. 4,796, The total number of schools aided from the primary" 
grant has increased from 273 (including 2.8 lower vema?ular sch?ols )? w~th !/J85 
pupils, to 3:!2 sch?ols, a;ll pathsalas, wrth 9,334 pup;Is .. Th1s d1stnct .Is tho 
only one in Bengalm whrch no lower vernacular schoolrs mded from the pnmary 
grant. Unaided primaries have decreased from 122 to 30. 1\lany of these 
have no doubt been taken into the mnks of aided or rewarded pathsalas. 'I'he 
system of payment by classification which prevailed in this district during the 
year 1877-78 has been changed. At the commencementoftheyearunderrepurt 
1t was decided that only 100 pathsalas, with a fixed monthly subsidy of Hs. 3 
each should be kept on the stipendiary list, and the rest, 7() in number, >~·ere 
at o~ce struck off. In the month of December it was arranged that all path-
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salas should cease to draw· fixed grants, and that the system. o£ rewards. and 
examinations should be introduced. It was ruled at the same time. that rewards 
should thenceforward be given to only 400 pathsalas. The 100 schools that show 
the best results receive a lump sum o£ Rs. 20 each; the next 100 schools, Rs. 15 
each; the next 100 schools, Rs. 10 each; the last 100, ~s. 7 each. 'l'?e examin· 
ations were held at eio·ht centres, and 207 schools, aided and unaided, were. 
examined. The total number o£ pupils examined was 1,309, o£ whom 731 
competed £or rewards and the rest for primary schol!l'rships. 

169. .Lllidnapore.-Population, 2,545,000; primary grant, Rs. 24,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 22,933; o£ which Rs. ~,313 were spent.on 56 lower 
vernacular schools. The total number o£ schools aided £rom the primary grant 
has decreased £rom 3,059 with 60,217 pupils to 2,919 with 55,571 pupils, while 
unaided schools have decreased from 553 with 8,151 pupils to 394 schools with 

· f\,883 pupils. 'l'his shows a total loss from the returns of nearly 300 schoo_ls 
with 7,000 pupils. It would appear that the payment-by-results system has m 
this district reached the limits of the fixed allotment, and that the falling off in 
the number of schools is due to the withdrawal this year of the special extra 
grant of Rs. 3,000 sanctioned in 1877-78 as a temporary measure. The Magis
trate is of opinion that the prevalence of fever and small-pox in the district has 
had a bad effect on the attendance of pupils at the pathsalas. The reward 
examinations were held at 122 sub-centres, and 17,521 boys and 297 girls 
presented themselves, against 18,746 boys and 276 girls in the previous 
year. The standard of examination has been somewhat raised, ami 44 
of the paths alas now teach up to Charupath, Part I; 1, 753 up to Bodhoday; 
365- up to Sisusikhya ; and 377 up to Barnapa:richay, Parts I and II. The 
number of pathsalas in which no school books are used has fallen from 558 to 
318, clearly an important advance. Out of the 122 ed-gcational sub-circles, 25 
are said to be considerably more advanced than the rest. The average amount 

·of rewards earned in these has been Rs. 224, Rs. 227, and Rs. 184 for the last 
three years; while the average amqunt of the other sub-circles was Rs. 114, 
Rs. ll8, and Rs. 117 in the same period. · · 

170. Hooghly.-Population, 757,000; primary grant, Rs. 5,559 ; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 5,368 ; of which Rs. 1,034 have been spent on 18 
lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary 
grant has increased from 305 with 7,709 pupils to 338 with 8,479 pupils. 
Unaided primaries are returned as 50. No material chauga has been made 
in the simplified form of the payment-by-results system introduced by 
Mr. Pellow and described in my last report. The only alteration has been 
that the rates of rewards have been reduced. Passed candidates being placed 
in two divisions, boys in the second division obtain 1·ewards of 4annas each 
instead of 8 annas, and their gurus of Re. 1-8 instead of Rs. 2. At the 
examination held in March last 3,967 pupils from 295 pathsalas were examined, 
and 291 gurus and 1,308 boys received rewards. The highest reward won by 
a guru was Rs. 29-8, an,d the lowest Re. 1-8. 

. 171. Howrah.-Population, 73~,000; primary grant, Rs. 3,441; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 2, 752; of whwh Rs. 480 were spent on 1 middle and 
6 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
pri~ary fun~ has increased from 56 with 2,086 pupils to 282 with 8, 736 
pupils. Unaided pathsalas are returned as 14. The great increase in aided 
pathsalas has been brought ?-bout by the introduction throughout the district 
of .the Ho.o~hly s:r:stem of. payment by results, slightly modified. The main 
pomt of ddierence IS. that m Howrah equal payments are not made, as in 
~fooghly, ~o all the dtfferent circle&; but the grant is divided a~ong the circles 
m proportwn to the number of pathsalas in each which are expected to send 
up pupils for examination. 'l'he successful candidates are in this district 
arranged in three divisions; and the boys, according to the division in which 
they are placed, get one rupee, 8 annas, and 4 annas, and their gurus Rs. 3 
Re. 1-8, and one rupee respectively. 'l'he gurus of stipendiary pathsalas get n~ 
reward. The reward examinations were held at 13 centres, and were attended 
by 1,519 boys from 333 pathsalas; 625 boys and 190 gurus obtained rewards. 

172. RAJSHAHYE DIVJSION.-The number of aided primaries has increased 
from 1,00~ to. 1,184:. There are lOllower and five middle vernacular schools. 
In the distncts of Dinagepore and Rungpore stipends and rewards are 
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PKrMnY combined; in the other five districts a system of stipends, often determined 
Eoucmo~<. by classification, is maintained. 

17~. Rajshahye.-Populat~on, 1,311,000; primary grant, Rs. 12,000; 
expenditure, Rs. 10,460; of whiCh Rs. 1,074 were spent on 19lower vernacular 
~chools. The total n.umber of sch?ols aided fr?m the prim~ry grant has 

.mcreased from 264: With 7,613 pupils to 270 With 7,627 pupils. Unaided 
pri!llaries ar~ 18. Th~ system followed has been, that of payment by classifi
cation, the stipends bemg Rs. 5, Rs. 4, Rs. 3, and Rs. 2-8 respectively, which are 
adjusted every half-year after inspection and examination. The circumstance 
which makes the plan of examination at centres a difficult measure in this 
district is the inundation of large tracts during a great part of the year. The 
l'llidnapore scheme, pure and simple, is to be introduced as an experiment into 
two or three thanas, where the waters subside early. 'l'he cost to Govern
ment for the education of each pupil has been Re. 1-4-5. 

174. Dinagepore.-Population, 1,502,000; primary grant, Rs. 14,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 8? 172; of which Rs. 337 have been expended on 
8 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary grant has increased from 284 with 6,346 pupils to 353 with 7,776 
pupils. Unaided primaries are 45. Last year the experimental introduction 
into two Sub-Inspectors' circles of a system of payment by results was 

· reported. This system has worked :with fair success, and has been extended to 
the whole district. In addition to small stipends, rewards are given after 
quarterly examinations, the averag~ monthly ~ttendance of pupils being also 
considered; double rewards are given for guls. The Government expen
diture has been about Re. 1-8 per pupil. The Magistrate thinks that the system 
is taking bold, as it is seen that a good teacher who has a large school and 
brings on his boys secures a fair reward from Government. The weak point 
of the system is the examination at local centres, since in this district intelligent 
and trustworthy residents at the centres are hardly to be met with, and the 
award of marks; and consequently of stipends, is left in the hands of the Sub· 
Inspector. The Inspector considers that the most satisfactory branch of educa
tion in Dinagepore is the primary. 

175. Bo_qra.-Population·, 689,000; primary grant, Rs. 3,000; expendi
ture, Rs. 2,521; of which Rs. 520 have been spent on lllower vernacular 

· schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary grant has risen 
from 68 with 2,03~ pupils to 73 with 1,947 pupils. Unaided primaries are 20. 
The decrease in the number of pupils is accounted for by the scarcity caused 
by floods in the eastern tracts. The grant is administered, as stated in last 
year's report, by a system of classification, the rewards to gurus of Rs. 2, 
Rs. 2-8, Rs. 3, and Rs, 4· a month varying according to the progress of the 
school as tested by the Deputy and Sub-Inspectors. There are no central 
examinations, and consequently no direct competition between the gurus. 

176. Rungpore.-Population, 2,150,000.; primary grant, Rs.16,800; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 7,955; of which Rs. 729 have been spent on 19 lower 
vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary grant. 
has risen from 230 with 5,306 pupils to 338 with 7,417 pupils. The. system 
followed in the previous year was that of small fixed grants supplemented by 
rewards after quarterly examinations, partly conducted by resident sub-com
mittees. · The introduction of this system was said to have caused the large 
falling off in the number of schools and pupil~, .a!ld it has now been consi
derably modified. New schools are no longer limited, as before, to the smallest 
rate of aid, and the consequence is an increase of over 100 schools and 
nearly 200 pupils. The pathsalas are distributed into classes, and the fixed 
stipends regulated accordingly. 

177. Pubna.-Population, 1,212,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs. 7,023; of which Rs. 2,257 have been spent on five middle 
and 40 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary grant has fallen from 189 with 5,928 pupils to 178 with 5, 709 pupils. 
Unaided primaries number 72, against 53 last year and 16 in the year before. 
A system of payment by results is said _t? be u_nder the consideration _of the 
district committee. The uathsalas are d1v1ded mto three classes, of whiCh the 
lowest only does not teach printed books; and of this class there are only six. 
The Magistrate remarks that the number of pathsalas seems small when 
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compared with the population of tho district; but the mass of the people· are 
concentrated alonoo tho eastern and southern borders, and fewer schools suffice. 
Still if the present number were doubled, and advantageously situated, it would 
not 'be beyond the requirements o! th~ distri?t. It is,. however, difficult to 
keep pathsalas alive in the tracts whwh he outside th.e chwf ~entres of popula
tion; and if the grant were ~oubled, probablJ:' t~e mcrease m schools :would 
ultimately be confined to the neighbourhood of existmg pathsalas. The !rfagistrate 
has visited many of the aided pathsalas, and found most of them m a very 
satisfactory state. The division of the boys into classes, and the general 
introduction of slates and books, are improvements of late years. 

178. Jiilp(goree,_:_Population, 419,000; primary grant, Rs. 4,000; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 3,138; out of which Rs. 267 have been spent on four lower 
vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary grant 
has decreased from 70 to 68, but the number of pupils has risen from 1,246 
to 1,328. The system of high fixed grants, as described in las~ year's rep~rt, 
has remained in force throughout the year ; and the scheme of rankmg and paymg 
pathsalas accordi.ng to efficien~y and local disadvantage~ com?ined,, which was. 
under consideration lastlear, Is reported as under consideratiOn still. .Out of 
98 gurus 7l have passe either the normal school or the vernacular scholarship 
examination; but, in order to check any undue tendency to raise their pathsalas 
above the primary standard, a regular class for instruction in reading and writing 
on plantain and palm-leaves has been introduced ~nto the course. The average 
income of a guru has risen from Rs. 76 toRs. 83 a year. The cost to Gov-
ernment for each pupil was Re. 1-7-10. · · 
· 179. Darjeeling.-Population, 95,000; primary grant, Rs. 1,200; expendi

ture therefrom, Rs. 1,070, all on primary schools. 'rhe number of schools thus 
aided has fallen from 19 with 402 pupils, to 18 with 325 pupils. Unaided 
primaries are three. 'rhe great demand for labour in the tea gardens has 
caused a great falling off in attendance at these schools, and :five tea gardens 
and one village school were consequently closed. Mr. Macfarlane reports that 
the difficulty of keeping up pathsalas in the neighbourhood of a tea plantation 
is daily increasing. In the Terai there were 10 pathsalas with 166 pupils ; seven 
of the ten received aid from the primary fund, and two from a local source 
called the Two Per Cent. Improvement Fund. In only two instances did the 
gurus receive any local income. 

180. DAcCA DIVISION.-The number of aided schools has increased from 
1,054 to 1,625~ There are 177lower and 16 middle vernacular schools. The 
method of stipends is in force in every district; in Furreedpore and Myroon
singh this is supplemented by rewards for keeping registers, &c., and in 
Backergunge by a system of payments after examination, which is also to . 
be partially introduced into the Dacca district. The general character of the 
country is thought to place difficulties in the way of any thorough-going 
system of payment by results. 

181. Dacca.-Population, 1,853,000; primary grant, Rs. 10,000; expen
diture therefi:om, Rs. 8,554; of which Rs. 1,190 have been spent on four middle 
and 23 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
prirn.ary gra?t h~s risen from 215 with 6,997 .Pupils to 544 with 15,000 pupils. 
pnaided. pnmanes are ret~uned as 81~ agamst 166 of last year. The large 
~ncrease m the number of aided schools 1s accounted for by the orders authoris
mg payment to all gurus who sent in returns, and the classing of their schools 
as aided .. The number of unaided schools is said to be really much larger than 
the returns show; many pathsalas having refused to send in the statements 
especially those o£ social position, on the ground that the information thu~ 
obtained would be applied to the purposes of taxation. At the close of the 
year no fresh stipends were granted to unaided pathsalas, as it was proposed 
to take ad vant~ge of the grants set free by the abolition of old pathsalas to :find 
room for carrymg out the centre and sub-centre examination system proposed 
by the Deputy Inspector. · 

18~. Furreedpore.-Population, 1,512,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 7,592 ; of which Rs. 1,048 have been spent on I 
middle and 21 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided 
froD?- the pri~ary gr~nt h~s risen from 255 with 8,143 pupils to 263 with 8,829 
pupils. Unaided pnman!'JS are 34i. The aided prima~y schools are of two 
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clas.ses; ( 1) stipend~ary s?hools, in which the gurus receive a fixed monthly grant, 
subJect to reductwn m case of an unfavorable report, and varyino- in 
amount from Rs. 5 to Rs. 2; (2) rewarded schools receivino- 8 annas a ~onth 
for keeping registers, and one rupee per annum for submitting returns. Both 
classes o~ gurus _are _entitled !o rewards accordi~1g to the result of tho primary 
scho!arslnp cxammatwn; .a pnvate pathsala gettmg a much larger reward than 
an atded one, and an atded pathsala with a small grant gettin"' a laro-er 
reward than one more highly paid. Early in the beginning of the ye:r the fi~ed 
mont~ly grants are sul;>jected to. a revisionrthe stipend being raised, reduced, 
or wtthdrawn aecordmg to Circumstances in each case; but on the whole a 
saving is effected, so as to bring into the stipendiary class a larger number of 
pathsalas, generally chosen from the list of rewarded pathsalas. The 1\lao-is· 
trate is of opinion that there are not in this district many indigenous paths~las 
left undiscovered by the inspecting officers. 

18~. ..iJiymensinglt.-Population, 2,350,000; primary grant, Rs. 11,000; 
expendtture therefrom, Rs. 9,541; of which Rs. 1,425 have been spent on one 
middle. and 30 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided 
from the primary grant has increased from 263 with 7,615 pupils to 283 with 
8,011 pupils. · Unaided primaries are 49. 

On the average, aided pathsalas have cost Government during the year 
a little over Rs. 32 each, against nearly Rs. 43 in the previous year. In order 
to prevent unaided pathsalas, started in the hope of receiving a grant, from 
dying away when they see that there are no funds with which to aid them, 
a certain portion of the allotment, saved by the withdrawal of grants from 
unsuccessful schools, is reserved for the bestowal of small rewards upon the more 
deserving of the unaided schools, which are thus brought within the circle 
of aid: The plan has yet, however, been carried out in only two sub-divisions 
out of five in the district. · 

184. Baekergunge.-Population, 1,818,006; primary grant, Rs. 10,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 8,527; of which Rs. 2,890 have been spent on 
7 middle and 64 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided 
from the primary fund has risen from 250 with 8,635 pupils to 5±7 with 15,665 
pupils. Unaided primaries are returned as 45, against 187 in the previous year. 
The large increase in the number of the aided, and the decrease in that of the 
unaided, pathsalas are due to the inclusion in the ranks of the former of all 
rewarded pathsalas hitherto returned as unaided. The method of administering 
the grant is a combination of payment by stipends and payment by results; the 
traditional description, "a network of khals," being again given of the district, 
which is. consequently said to be unfitted for the 1\Iidnapore system. The 
stipends are divided into six grades, the highest of which, containing 20 pathsalas, 
is rated !),t Rs. 5 a month, and the lowest, with 40 pathsalas, at Rs. 2 a month. 
There are 250 stipends, of the average monthly value of Rs. 3-2. At the 
end of each tour of inspection the Sub-Inspectors make recommendations 
for promotion to a l1igher, or degradation to a lower grade, in the case o£ each 
pathsala that shows great progress or the reverse ; and frequent changes are 
thus made. Competition is very keen, and whenever a guru conceives that 
he has been unjustly treated, the matter comes immediately to the n9tico of 
the Deputy Inspector, and an inquiry is made. That part of the system which 
involves payment by tesults is thus worked. For the purposes of examin
ation the whole district is divided into 47 sub-circles, with a convenient 
sub-centre to each. The boys who pass the sub-centre examinations are 
admitted by pass certificates to compete at centre examinations, which are held 
at four centres in the district. Boys who pass at the centre examinations earn 
Rs. 3, Rs. 2, or Re. 1 for their guru, according to the division in which they 
are classed, and the ten scholarships allotted to the district are awarded on the 
result of these examinations. This system was introduced in 1877-78, and has 
been very successful, the number of competing schools having risen from 80 
in 1876-77 to 243 in the year under report, and the number of successful 
candidates from 52 to 433. 

185. TzjJperalt.-Population, 1,53±,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 5,959; of which Rs. 1,143 were spent on 3 middle 
and 39 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary fund has decreased from 355 with 0,277 pupils to 324 with 8,282 
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pupils. Unaided primaries are returned as 435, being thus divide~; pathsoJ~s 
112, tols 7, muktabs 316. The loss of 31 sch~ols from the mded class IS 

nearly equally divided h~tween patl~salas and girls' school~, o£ tho la~ter of 
which 58 are retumed tlns year, a"'amst 72 last year. Tlns decrease IS due 
to retrcn~luuents necessitated by tho discovery that the primary allotment 
had been exceeded in former years. The Deput.y In~pector accounts fo~ the 
laro-e number of unaided schools returned, winch IS exactly five times 
as great as the number given last year, by the introduction of the practice 
of givi1w rewards for returns. The amount thus offered was only 4 annas 
for each pathsala · and at this moderate rate 345 so-called 'unaided' path
salas were brouo-bt for the first time into notice, and within the range 
of inspection. The system followed in the previous year has been otherwise 
unchauged, and no attempt has been made to introduce any scheme of pay
ment after examination. 

186. CHITTAGONG DIVISioN.-The number of aided primaries has advanced 
from 229 to 387; there are 38 lower and one middle vernacular schools. In 
both districts the system of stipends is in force ; the stipends being in 
Noakholly determined by classification after periodical examinations. 

187. Noaklwlly.-Population, 714,000; primary grant, Rs. 5,000; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs. 4,469 ; of which Rs. 888 have been spent on 1 middle and 
18 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary grant has increased from 143 with 4,617 pupils to 169 with 5,167 
pupils. Unaided primaries are 47. 

'l'he system of fixed stipends, altered from time to time according to the 
state of the school when, inspected, has remained in vogue during the year. 
The Deputy Inspector remarks that this system requires close and con
stant inspection of a stricter nature than the present inspecting staff can give ; 
but nothing is said about the introduction of any more comprehensive system 
of central examinations, where, with an economy of power, a great deal of work 
is done by a small staff. . 

188. Cltitlagong.-Population, 1,227,000; primary grant, Rs. 6,000; expen
diture, Rs. 6,571; of which Rs. 1,132 have been spent on 20 lower vernacular 
schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary grant has 
increased from 142 with 5,715 pupils to 262 with 7,413 pupils; a change due, 
as in other districts, to the inclusion under the bead ' aided ' of all pathsalas 
that raceive Government money in any shape. Unaided primaries are retrirned 
as six only. 

The Magistrate has written an interesting memorandum on the state of 
elementary education in the district. He believes that an educational census 
(such as was actually taken five years ago by the then Deputy Inspector, 
Baboo Brajendra Kumar Guha,) would show that more persons know how to 
read and write in Chittagong than in almost any other district of Bengal of the 
same size and population. JI.Ir. Cotton is of opinion that the reason why the 
primary education returns are not more satisfactory is to be found in the fact 
that the people-and especially the Mahomedans, who in this district are closely 
influenced by religious motives, and form the majority and the most influential 
part of the population of almost every village-do not care to send their children 
to our :;chools, through dislike to the secular character of the education offered 
therein. For every pathsala aided by Government, 1\Ir. Cotton would say that 
there were in the district at least half a dozen private muktabs, in the houses 
of respectable villagers, in which the Koran is the chief, if not the only, subject 
taught; and he considers that our aim should be to improve these muktabs, 
and not to supplant them by pathsalas. He is of opinion that three out of four 
aided I?athsalas in_Chittagong are artificial institutions, where the Government 
grant ~s not, as It should be, supple~entary to other sources of income, but is 
t~e mamstay of support. 1\lr. Cotton IS anxious to save money by the aboli. 
hon of four or five out of the seven Anglo-vernacular schools in the district as 
well as of the model schools, which he considers unprofitable and superflu.'ous 
institu~ions, and ~o. apply the sa':ings to the encouragement of 1\Iahomedan · 
cducahon, the rehgwus and exclusive character of the instruction being in all 
ca~es. respect~d .. Mr. Cotton's suggestions are in full accordance with the 
prm01ple w~1ch 1s now h~ld to g?vern all method~ of primary instruction in 
Bengal. It 1s thought advisable neither, on the one hand to offer aid to those 
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indigenous schools whose course of instruction is not that which the Govern
ment chiefly desires to promote, unless they consent to some chanO'e in or 
addition to, the course; nor, on the other, to impose upon the people ~ system 
and subjects of instruction which are unsuited or distasteful to them. But 
accepting the indigenous schools of the country in the form in which the; 
are, under the special conditions of the locality, most popular, the BenO'al 

_ system endeavours, by the promise of Government support, to introduce i~to 
the traditional course of study certain subjects of instruction which will brino
the school so aided into some relation, more or less close, with the gener~ 
system of education in the province. That is to say, the old standards are 
retained in order to secure the popularity of the institution, while new standards 
are added in order to liberalise to some extent the course of study. The object 
thus being to encourage natural and spontaneous movement, it follows that 
if in any locality the existing "Systems of instruction have a reliO'ious basis' 
the religious element should be recognised and ·supported. Unless e"'ducation i~ 
the primary schools of Chittagong be established on such a basis, it may well be 
true, as 1\Ir. Cotton urges, that we shall never attract the bulk of Mahomedan 
children to our schools. Government aid will be amply justified if a certain 
amount of secular instruction-arithmetic, or the Bengali languaO'e, or both
is added to the course; and it may be confidently assumed thatsuch subjects, 
once introduced, have a tendency to extend rather than to narrow their limits. 

The kyoungs, which number 28, are regularly examined by two standards 
of language and arithmetic, corresponding to the two classes into which the 
kyoung pupils are divided. 'l'wenty-four of these schools succeeded in pass
ing candidates at the examination, and 82 candidates out of 388 examined 
were successful. The system of giving rewards to the Raolis is impeded in 
its working by the objection of the Raolis to take rewards for the discharO'e of 
what they consider a religious duty. "' 

189. Clu"ttagong HillTJ·acts.-Population, 70,000; primary grant, Rs. 1,600; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 2-!. The number of primary schools returned is 
three only, against five last year. All three are kyoungs, the three pathsalas 
returned last year having ceased to exist for want of pupils. The number of 
kyoungs examined this year under the system described above was three, and 
seven pupils were rewarded, all passing by the lower standard. None o£ 
the pupils who in the preceding year passed by this standard were found 
competent to appear for the higher examination. The Deputy Inspector 
reports that it is chiefly through the valuable influence of Raoli Guna Miju, of 
Harbang, that he hopes to be able to introduce more system and regu
larity into the kyoung teaching. The Raoli's services have now been freely 
given for many years in aid of the extension of education among the 
kyoungs. 

190. PATNA DIVISioN.-The number of aided primaries has increased from 
1,337 to 3,175. There are 205 lower and 25 middle vernacular schools. The 
large increase of schools and pupils is due to the adoption of the 'chief-guru' 
system, devised by Baboo Bhoodeb :Mo0kerjee, by the Magistrates of Patna, 
Shahabad, Sarun, and Chumparun. 'l'he number of unaided schools has also 
largely increased, owing to the extension of the system of registration in the dis
tricts of Gya and l\Iozufferpore. In 1\Iozufferpore and Durbhunga there are said to 
be still large numbers of unaided schools which have not yet supplied the three 
annual returns required by the system. The chief-guru system, though 
formally adopted, is not pushed equally in all dishicts. In Patna and Sarun 
the lm;pector remarks that the payments to gurus are not made with sufficient 
promptness. In Gya the 1\Iagistrate has dispensed with that important provi
sion of the system under which the chief gurus inspect. In Shahabad and 
Chumparun the 1\IaO'istrates are unwilling to risk the loss of good stipendiary 
schools, in l?r~moting a system ~hich is regarded ~s. ~till experimental. 
Mozufferpore 1s m some respects behmd the rest of the d1v1s10n. 

191. Patna.-Population, 1,560,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; expendi-
. ture therefrom, Rs. 7,374; of which Rs. 2,089 have been spent on 9 middle and 
37 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary grant has risen from 241 with 7,730 pupils to 750 with ll,G64 pupils. 
Unaided primaries are 739, against 540 returned last year.. The large increase 
in both aided and unaided patbsalas is due to the incluswn, under the bead 
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'aided,' of rewarded pathsalas to the number of 540, which received one r~pee PnnrAnY 

each for the submission o£ returns for the year 1877-78, and to many unaided BnucATIO ... 

pathsalas having brought themselves into notice i? the hope of g~tting Govern-
naent aid. The 'chiet~gnru' system has l;>e~t;t mtrodu.c~d d~rmg . the year. 
In this system the pathsalas of ~ach sub-d1v1sl0n a:e d1v1ded mto cucles com-
prising a group o_£ pat_hsalas, :'"Ith one ~ore e!fiCient than the re~t at each 
centre under a stipendiary chw£ guru .. '1 he ch1e£ guru~ ~ave c.ert~m powers 
and duties in connection with the subordmate pathsalas Withm theu circle, such 
as collecting returns, communicating orders with respect to exami~ation
gatherincrs: and occasionally visiting the pathsalas in order to render ass1stance 
to the s~bordinate gurus and their pupils. Government grants have ~een 
withdrawn from many pathsalas surrounding the chief guru's pathsala! and 
the teachers are to receive, instead o£ monthly stipends, rewards accordmg to 
merit at the year's end. The l\Iagistrate has received many petitions from 
gurus thus deprived o£ their stipends, and he reserves his comments on the 
success or otherwise of the system until next year's report. The number of 
stipendiary pathsalas in the district is 210. 

192. Gya.-Population, 1,950,000; primary grant, Rs. 10,000; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs. 9,106; of which Rs. 2,896 have been spent on 3 middle 
and 48lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary grant has decreased from 243 with 6,250 pupils to 238 with 5,825 
pupils. Unaided primaries are returned as 908, against 463 of the preceding 
year. Ten schools classed last year as primary have raised themselves to the 
lower vernacular class. The increase in . unaided primaries is due to the 
gurus having voluntarily furnished returns in the hope of reward. •rhe Magis-· 
trate is anxious tQ introduce the chief-guru and reward system; but he desires 
to do so without withdrawing aid £rom any of his stipendiary pathsalas. It is 
hardly possible to keep the old system intact while superadding to it any plan 
o£ payment by results. In order to make room for the new system, some 
portion o£ the old must disappear .. 

193. Shahabad.-.-Population, 1,724,000; primary grant, Rs. 9,000; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 8,496; of which Rs. 1,590 have been spent on 4 middle 
and 27 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the 
primary fund has risen from 171 with 3,954: pupils to 706 with 9,966 pupils. 
Unaided primaries are 22. The increase in aided schools is due in this district 
also to some 500 hitherto unaided pathsalas having been this year rewarded 
and classed as aided. The chief-guru system was introduced in September, 
when the pathsalas were divided into 55 circles, over each of which an intelli
gent stipendiary guru was made· chief. The Deputy Inspector states that one 
o£ the good effects of the introduction o£ this eystem has been to increase the 
number o£ primary scholarship candidates from 278 in 1877-78 to 634, and of 
successful candidates froml61 to 464. Printed Nagri and Kaithi books have 
been introduced into almost all the primary schools, the Kaithi books supplied 
by the Inspector having been distributed gratis and having proved very useful. 
'l'he Magistrate considers that the attempts made to extend primary education 
are as yet purely' experimental, and that all that can now be said is that a 
seemingly promising beginning has been made. 

194. · Sarun.--Population, 2,064,000; primary grant, Rs. 10,000; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs 8,022; o£ which Rs. 1,069 have been spent on one middle 
and 22 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from 
the primary ~rant has risen £rom 24:0 with 6,361 pupils to 664 with 11,196 
pupils. Unaided primaries are 270. The increase in aided primaries is 
due to the san:e causes as in o~her districts of. the division. The Deputy 
~nspector . consi~ers that the chief gurus have ·proved to be very useful 
m advan_r.mg pnmary education. '!'here are 36 of them in the district; they 
close their pathsalas on Sundays and devote those days to inspection. The 
number of pathsalas presenting themselves £or examination was 253 with 
1,705 pupils, and among them 235 pathsalas with 148 pupils earned rewards. · 

19?. 0/mmpa?·un.-Population, 1,441,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 6,931; o£ which Rs. 1,294: were spent on 24 lower 
verna?ular schools. T~e total number of schools aided from the primary fund 
ha_s n~en from 161 WI~h 4,7?4 pupils to 551 with 6,283 pupils. No unaided 
pnmanes are returned, 1mplymg that all the schools which furnished returns 
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pan!ART are rewarded, and therefore classed as aided. There are 19 circles in tho 
EnucmoN. district, each with its chief guru. The average number of pupils to a pathsala 

appears from the above figures to be this year between ll ami. 12 no-ainst 
nearly 30 last year; many of the additional schools are therefore of' a"' very 
humble status. The sub-divisional officer in charge of Bettiah, l\Ir. Nugent, 
expresses a fear that the number of pupils returned for his sub-division has 
been much exaggerated. He has visited all except two or three pathsalns 
during the year, most of them after sending notice. On such occasions he 
generally found a large tail of boys collected, evidently for show merely, as 
they confessed to no more knowledge than the alphabet, if even so .much. ·when 
he went without giving notice, he generally found neither master nor boys 
sometimes only master or boys, very seldom both together. ' 

196. ..illozl(fferpore.-Population, 2,188,000; primary grant, Rs. 11,000 · 
expenditure therefrom; Rs. 10,896; of which Rs. 1,804 have been spent 01~ 
3 middle and 31 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided 
from the primary grant has decreased from 257 with 7,081 pupils to 230 with 
6,226 pupils. Unaided primaries are 395 with 2,962 pupils, against one school 
returned last year with 23 pupils. The loss of 27 pathsalas from the list of 
'aided' is due to the removal of that number from the stipendiary list on 
account.of paucity of pupils. It is reported by the Sub-Inspectors, who collected 
the statistics of unaided schools, that there exist some 400 more indigenous 
pathsalas in the district, which may be induced next year to send in returns. 
The 1\Iagistrate remarks that primary education cannot be expected to make 
rapid strides in this district, in which the material condition of the mass of 
the people is so low, and that the utmost patience must be exercised in our 
educational dealings with the lower classes. l\Ir. \Vorsley also notices the 
want of text-books printed in the very neat form o£ Kaithi which is used by. 
the putwaris of 1\Iozufferpore, and which prevails generally in the district. 
The fact is, the written character of each district has its local peculiarities; and 
that in which our Kaithi text-books are printed for the pathsalas of Behar is a 
compromise, agreeing closely with none, but at the same time differing widely 
from none. 

197. Du1·bhunga.-Population, 2,196,000; primary grant, Rs. 10,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 8,427; of which Rs. 880 have been spent on 5 
middle and 16 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided 
from the primary fund has increased from 231 to 273, while the number of pupils 
has increased by only 7, from 6,819 to 6,826. The attendance has there
fore .fallen off considerably since last year. Unaided primaries are returned as 
33. The Deputy Inspector conjectures that there are in the district some 500 
unaided schools, with about 5,000 pupils, which have not yet been brought 
within the range of inspection. The Inspector remarks that Durbhunga is 
occupied with an experiment of its own, but no details have reached me as to 
the character of the experiment. 

198. BHAGULPORE DrvrsioN.-This divi8ion is distinguished above all others 
by an enormous increase in the number of aided primary schools, from 494 
to 3,760, the Commissioner having cordially supported and co-operated with 
the Inspector in introducing the chief·guru system into every district. In 
l\Ionghyr and Bhagulpore the results have been far in advance of the most 
sanguine antieipations, and in all districts the scheme is said to bear promise 
of good fruit. The number of lower vernacular schools in the division aided 
from the primary grant was 138; of middle vernacular, 18. 

199. JJiongll.(1-r.-Popu1ation, 1,813,000; primary grant, Rs. 10,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Its. 8,860; of which Rs. 2,450 have been spent on 
1 middle and 49 lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided 
from the primary grant has risen from 153 with 5,355 pupils to 1,464 with 
18 235 pupils. No unaided primaries are returned, against 653 in the 
pr~vious year. The chief-guru system has been in full operation throughout the 
year. Thirty chief ~~rus paid 4,552 visits to p~thsalas1 an~ the resul.ts are 
seen in the great addition made to the returns of mded prrmanes, and m the 
absolute disappea~·ance of unaided schoo~s. The Inspector rep?rts.that in this 
district the Magistrate personally presided at s~veral exammahon .centres, 
and he regards the results achieved as quite splendid. The Deputy Inspector 
of this district, Baboo Bhagwan Prasad, was the first to understand the scheme, 
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and the first to work it out to large results. 1\Ir. 1\Ingrath, the late 1\i~gi~tra~e 
of Uonghyr, assured th~ Inspector tha~ tha reported su~cess of the dit:~tnct m 
primary education was m full accord with what he had lumself seen, and that 
the results brought out "had passed from the realm ?f wonder to the world 
of fact." 'rhere is still, however, some ground for surpnse at the large access 
to the numbers of candidates who passed the primary scholarship examination, 
6-!7 this y€ar against 443 last year. 'l'he Inspec~or observes that it is evident to 
any casual v~sitor that t?er~ has bee~. an !lctual mcrease of smartness under the 
close inspection and perwdwal mobihsatwn of the pathsalas under the new 
system ; but he cannot qui~e account .for . the larg?ly _increased success of the 
primary pupils at the wntten exammatwn, considermg that the same VIllage · 
gurus still teach the ~athsalas. He h~s not, howev~r, ?een abl~ to find !hat the 
questions set were easrer, or the exammers less stnct m markmg thaum other 
districts. 

200. Bhagulpore.-Population, 1,826,000; primary grant, Rs. 10,000; 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 9,038; of which 'Rs. 3,100 have been spent o~ 17 
middle and 58 lower vernacular schools. 'rhe total number of schools aided 
from the primary fund has risen from 180 with 4,037 pupils to 1,303 with 
13 877 pupils. Unaided primaries are returned as 0, against 494 in the previ
ou~ year. The inclusion this year among the aided schools of the 494 path
salas returned last year as unaided, and the addition of nearly 600 pathsa}as 
which have in previous years furnished no 1·eturns, are what the chief-guru 
system has effected in this district. The l\Iagistrate regards the achievements 
of the year as excellent, and they are said to reflect great credit on 1.\foulvi · 
Elahi Bux, the Deputy Inspector of the district. There are 34 chief gurus in 
the district, who between them paid 6,642 visits to pathsalas. The number of 
successful candidates at the primary scholarship examination was 193, nearly 
treble the number of last year. As in the case of Bhagulpore, and also in that 
of Maldah, the Inspector regards these results as being far less explicable than 
the mere increase in the number of schools and pupils; but the questions were of 
the usua~ order of difficulty, and there is no ground whatever for questioning 
the fairness of the examiners. 

201. Purnealt.-Population, 1,715,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs. 5,766; of which Rs. 1,032 have been spent on 20 lower 
vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary grant 
has increased from 159 with 4,409 pupils to 486 with 7,463 pupils. There are no 
unaided primaries; the 197 returned last year having been brought into the aided 
class. The Inspector remarks that Mr. Hopkins, who has recently introduced · 
the chief-gur.u system in his district in full force, is of opinion that " the results 
show a successful issue aheady ." There are 36 chief gurus in. the· district, 
who paid nearly 32 visits of inspection each during the year. The number of 
competing candidates at the primaty scholarship examination has risen from 
211 to 270, and of successful candidates from 161 to 226. 

· 202. .lllalda!t.-Population, 676,000; primary grant, Rs. 4,000; expenditure 
therefrom, Rs. 2,042; of which Rs. 584 have been spent on 16 lower vernacular 
Rchools. The total number of schools aided from the primary grant has 
increased from 43 with 1,215 pupils to 147 with 2,862 pupils. Unaided 
pri~1aries are t~o, the 120 return~d under this heading in last year's report 
havwg been mded under the ch1ef-guru system. There are 20 thief gurus 
in the district, who paid altogether 347 visits of inspection. The operation 
of. the. sys!em. is said ?Y ~he Inspector to have ?een impeded by the prevalence 
of ep1clemws m the distriCt. · There was a dechne f!,'om 25 to 20 in the number 
of schools that sent up candidates to the primary scholarship examination, 
while the number of candidates that appeared and of those that were successful 
remained much the same. 

20?. Sontlzal Per,qunnahs.-Population, 2,259,000; primary grant, Rs. 7,000; 
expenditur:- therefrom, Rs._ 6, 762. _ ~here are no primary fund vernacular 
s?hools, m1ddle ?r lower, m ~he distnct.. The number of aided pathsalas has 
nsen from 141 with 4.,050 pupils to 524 with 7,673 pupils. Unaided primaries 
are r~turned as 1 a~amst 409 of last year, the change being the effect of the 
workmg of the ch1ef-guru system. The number of candidates at the primary 
scholarship examination has increased from 140 to 221 and the number of 
successful candidates from 96 to 139. .l\Ir, Oldham, the Deputy Commissioner, 
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PRIMARY observes that, being new to the_ district, the only remark he can make on the 
Bvucuios. state of education is that it affects the Sonthal and Paharia population to an 

almo~t i~appreciable degree, only six Sonthal boys having appeared at the 
exammatwn. 

204. CHoTA NAGPORE DmsioN.-The number of aided schools has 
advanced from 649 to 775: there are 44 lower vernacular schools. In all dis-

-tricts the system of fixed stipends prevails; but in each, that of rewards after 
examination has been in some small degree superadded. I may be permitted 
to repeat a remark made in my last report on the subject of introducin"' the 
system of payment-by-results into those parts of the country in whicJ{' the 
margin of indigenous schools outside the circle of aid is small. " This system 
finds its most congenial field of operation wherever indigenous schools abound. 
Where, on the contrary, the only schools are those which the primary grant 
has called into existence, the advantages of that system are chiefly confined to 
the introduction of the principle of competition. Competition, again, while 
it strengthens the schools that are already strong, has an opposite effect on those 
which are weak, and which on that account demand our special care." 

205. Hazaribagh.-Population, 772,000; primary grant, Rs. 7,000; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 5,639; of which Rs. 432 have been spent on nine lower 
vern~cular schools. The t~tal number of schools aid.ed from the J?rimary grant 
has mcreased from 163 With 3,536 pupils to 174 With 3,697 pup1ls. Of these 
137 are stipendiary pathsalas with a monthly grant of Rs. 461. The rest hav~ 
earned rewards after examination. Unaided pathsalas are returned as 59. 
The system of payment-by-results, noticed in the last year's report, is said to 
have worked well during the year. 'fhe examination for rewards was held at 42 

. sub-centres, and 521 boys were examined both from stipendiary schools and 
from others. The amount of rewards earned_ by 126 teachers was Rs. 273, 
and by 137 boys Rs. 42. Besides the schools formally returned as above, the 
Deputy-Inspector mentions the existence of 114 indigenous pathsalas with 
nearly 1,000 pupils. The Assistant Inspector believes that this number in no 
way represents the actual spread of indigenous instruction ; and the Deputy 
Commissioner has agreed to take a complete census of unaided schools, with a 
view to introducing the Midnapore system. Colonel Boddam is of opinion that 
the prospects of the reward system in the district are very good, and hopes that 
in a few years the fixed-stipend plan of payment will be entirely superseded. 

206. Loltardugga.-Population, 1,237,000; primary grant, Hs. 10,000 · 
expenditure therefrom, Rs. 8,016; of which Rs. 432 have been spent on nin~ 
lower vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary 
grant has increased from 190 with 4,933 pupils to 213 with 6, 735 pupils. 
Unaided primaries are 54; twelve of the aided schools are under the Anglican 
mission. The monthly stipends were paid according to the average attendance 
of the pupils, attendance being determined solely by the registers which the 
gurus themselves kept. Besides stipends, 60 money prizes to the value of 
Rs. 530 were to be given at the end of the year to the gurus whose 
pathsalas were most successful at the primary scholarship examination; and 
three prizes of 12 annas, 8 annas, and 4 annas I'espectively were to be given 
in each pathsala to the pupils whose reg1,1larity and progress were most 
satisfactory. The District Committee have now modified the form of payment 
by attendance, and schools will for the future be judged and rewar~ed by the 
results of the periodical examinations held by Deputy Inspectors, as well as by 
those held annually. 

207. 1Jfanblwom.-Popul•tion, 996,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs. 7,461; of which Rs. 933 have been spent on 16 lower 
vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary grant 
has increased from 293 with 7,309 pupils to 380 with 8,621 pupils. Unaided 
primaries are seven, against 72 in the last report. Of the aided pathsalas 13-! 
were stipendiaries, 181 were schools whose teachers and pupils received 
rewards on the results of a general examination, and 49 were rewarded path
salas receiving one rupee each for submission of returns. The Deputy Inspector 
estimates that there are some 30 pathsalas, with 450 pupils, not as yet included 
in the returns. The Assistant Inspector thinks it likely that, as the system of 
payment-by-results has already gained some footing in the district, that of 
fixed grants will gradually disappear. 
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208. Sin.1Jbhoom.-Popu1ation, 3.18,000; primary grant, Rs. 8,000; expendi
ture therefrom, Rs. 2,880; of whiCh Rs. 321 :were spent on. 10 lower 
vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the pnmary g~ant 
has increased from 47 with 2,075 pupils. to 55. wit~ 2,411 ~upils .. Unaided 
primaries are returned as four. 'fhe 45 atded pnmanes are diVIded .10to t~o 
classes 35 old and 10 new. Almost all the ·old pathsalas had been 10 receipt 
of stip~nds of Rs. 5 a month; but these were reduce~ during the :tear to Rs. 3 
or Rs. 3-8, and the savings thus effected were apphed to rewardmg th~ most 
successful gurus every half-year. The 10 · new pathsalas had no stipends 
granted them but were rewarded once a quarter. The Assistant Inspector 
remarks that the payment-by-results system will not suit Singbhoom, where the 
mar"'in between the inner and outer circles is extremely small. The gurus of 
the lO new p::tthsalas are said to have had no income from local sources, and 
to have received on the average only Rs. 2 from Government. 

209. OmssA DrvrsroN.-The success of the system of payment-by-results, 
which had been introduced into two out of the three districts of the division, 
wRs last year questioned by the Jo~nt-Inspector a_nd the Magist~ate of Balasore. 
Quality appeared to have been sacnficed to quantity. The expenence of an~ther 
year seems to have dissipated all doubts, and the system is pronounced a trmm
phant success. It is to ~e introduced into the ret;Jaining dist:ict of ~~o~ee 
during the current finanCial year. The .n11:mber of aid~d schoois m the diVISIOn. 
has increased from 4,316 to 4,528, the hmits of expanswn havmg been nearly 
reached. There are Ill lower vernacular schools; which form . an integral 
portion of the system. 

210. Outtack.-Population, 1,623,000; primary grant, Rs. 13,000, a 
special addition of Rs; 2,000 having been made to the district grant for the 
year, in order to provide for the great and unexpected increase in the number 
of pupils claiming the higher rate of reward. The expenditure was Rs. 11,773, 
of which Rs. 1,450 have been spent on 40 lower vernacular schools .. The 
total number of schools aided from the primary grant has increased from 
2,6!1 to 2,657, while the pupils have decreased from 29,265 to 26,548. 
Unaided primaries are returned as 308; in the preceding year there were 
none. The Joint-Inspector considers that the falling off in the number 
of pupils is due to the returns having been this year collected by the teachers 
of lower vernacular schools, who went round the pathsalas of their respective 
circles and assisted the abadhans in filling up the returns. This, he con
siders, is a plan far more likely to procure accuracy than the course, followed 
in the previous year, of leaving the abadhans to submit their own returns to 
the Sub-Inspectors at the nearest police outpost. The chief special measures 
carried out during the year under report have been the appointment of five 
inspecting gurus on a salary of Rs. 10 a month each, to teach abadhans in 
selected areas ; the utilization of the services of the lower and some of the middle 
school teachers in· inspecting pathsalas situated near them; and the distribu
tion of printed books among selected schools. The system of payment-by
results is thought by the Joint-Inspector to have passed beyond the experimental 
stage. Although he was not at the outset very sanguine of the success of the 
scheme when first introduced by himself in Balasore, all his doubts have now 
been removed; and he is convinced that within the next five or six years a very 
large percentage of the existing indigenous pathsalas will havE:' raised them
selves to the level of the most advanced pathsalas under the stipendiary system. 
The 1\Iagi~trate r~marks ~hat in th~s district the pathsala system is indigenous, 
and that 1t fl.ounshes With no assistance from Government to anextent which is 
hardly reache~ elsewhere even after very liberal expenditure. Ur. Nolan 
observes that 10 August 1877, before the plan of payment-by-results was intro
duced, there ":ere 3,400 pathsalas in the ~istrict, of which only 230 received 
Government a.1d.; and he urges that .our obJect should be rather to improve and 
elev~te the eXIstmg system than to mcrease the number of pupils. This end, he 
considers, ha.s been gaine~, since tfie competition introduced qy the reward 
s:rste.m has diffused emula~wn and VIgour throughout the primary schools of the 
d1stn?t. . As a pr.oo£ of th:s, 343 pup~ls passed this year the primary scholarship 
exammatwn, agamst 204: m the prevwus year. The system must be looked on 
as a complete success. 
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The following table shows the results of the pass examination for two 
successive years:-
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The noticeable fact 1s the increase in the number passing by the higher 
standard. 

211. Balasore.-Population, 770,000; primary grant, Rs. 7,000; expen
diture therefrom, Rs. 6,165; of which Rs. 2,358 have been spent on 43 lower 
vernacular schools. The total number of schools aided from the primary 
grant has increased from 1,500 with 19,771 pupils to 1,504 with 21,946 pupils. 
Unaided primaries are returned as 257, against none last year. A great 
improvement in the accuracy of the returns has been made by the appointment 
of inspecting abadhans, who have been also useful in inducing teachers from 
various parts of the district to go for training to the normal school, in intro
ducing printed books, and in assisting the Sub-Inspectors at the time of the pass 
and primary examinations. The appointment of these inspecting abadhans 
is the only innovation on the system of payment-by-results described in the 
last report as in vogue in this district. There appeared at the reward examin
ation 10,379 pupils from 1,454 pathsalas, and 6,270 pupils obtained rewards 
for their teachers aggregating Rs. 4,382. The Magistrate observes that it is 
yet too early to pronounce decisively on the effects of the newly-formed 
abadhan agency, but that it is reasonable to anticipate very valuable results 
from an arrangement by which, so to speak, even the most secluded and in
significant hamlet is brought educationally into relations with the outer world, 
and the most old-fashioned abadhan is made aware that he is no longer too 
obscure for criticism. The following figures show the results of the pass 
examination for two years :-

I Number of 

NUMBER PASSED IN- Totnl number 
NumbE-r of Number of Number of 

Higher stnndnrd. I 
Of bO\"S llllri 

schools from pupils on tho pupils who Lower standard. girls pR~!-.l'll in 
YEAR. 1 competml( which cnmli- rolls of path- presented them- the hudl':r and 

! ]mtllsulus. selYes for lower . dates pnssed. snlns. exuminntion. 

I I I stnudards. 
Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls. 
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212. Pooree.-Population 770,000; primary grant, Rs. 7,000; expenditure 

therefrom, Rs. 6,903; of which Rs. 1,133 have been spent on 28 lower verna
cular schools. · The total number of schools aided from the primary fund has 
increased from 262 with 4,503 pupils to 479 with 6,623 pupils. Unaided 
primaries are returned as 1,016. The stipendiary system was in force throuJ;h
out the district, but Rs. 81 were spent on 160 pathsalas as rewards for funm~
ing returns. The large . increase in the number of unaided pathsalas IS 

probably due to the returns having been more accurately collected through·the 
instrumentality of the teachers of stipendiary schools. Of the aided pathsalas 
118 have reached the primary scholarship standard, and of t~1e rest 57 are 
in a fair way to attain it. 'l'he Magistrat.e has take~ steps d~npp- the year to 
introduce the .rayment-by-results system m the clnef sub UlVlsiOn. It was 
thought necessary to keep up 25 stipendiary pathsalas to serve as models, l?ut 
from all the others stipends have bee~ withdrawn. T_hirt~en centres of exan~m
ation have been chosen, and there w1ll be two exammatwns yearly, the fm;t 
being for a pass. Four annas will be given to each successful candidate at the 
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pass examination, and 12 annas to his abadhan. In ~he Khoorda ~ub-division, 
11 hilly and woodland reg!on, t~1ere is no genera} desire for educatw~ an~ no 
indio-cnous system. Shpendrary pathsalas will therefore be retamed, all 
haYe''bcen hutted, and have received printed books: . . 

213. Orissa Tributary lliellals.-The educatiOn m these mehals, bemg 
mainly primary, is treated of in this place as in last year's r~port. An increase 
of 172 schools and of 1,6-H pupils is returned, the figures bemg now 287 schools 
with 4 689 pupils, a()"ainst 115 schools with 3,048 pupils in the year before. 
Two Sub-Inspectors

0
were appointed in September 1878. The circle of one 

comprises the estates of Ba~kee, Ungool,. and D?enkana~, and that of the .oth~r 
the tributary estates of KeonJhur ~nd l\IohurbimnJ. T~e difficulty of tr~velhng IS 
very great, the 1·outes b~ing often Impassable m ~he rams froiD: the floodmg of the 
mountain streams, and m the summer from the JUngles catchmg fire. N everthe~ 
less a good deal of inspection work was got through. There are two other 
Sub-Inspectors, one in charge of the Khond mehal schools, who is paid from 
the revenue received from the tax on spirit-shops, and the other appointed by 
the Dhenkanal School Committee to look after the subsidised pathsalas within 
that estate. ' 

There is one middle English school ; it is situated at Barripada, and is 
entirely supported by the Maharajah of Mohurbhunj. Improvements have been 
made in the teaching staff, and the number on the rolls has risen from 56 to 
142. There are six middle vernacular schools, three of them being Government 
schools, and the others entirely supported by the Rajahs. The aggregate 
number o:f pupils in the six schools was 262. Six schools of this class were 
abolished during the year, .under the scheme for the reorganization of the 
Bankee and Ungool schools, which has been the subject of special orders of 
Government. For the middle vernacular scholarship examination three schools 
sent up six candidates, of whom four were successful. 

There were 42 lower vernacular schools at work during the year ; a gain 
of one school. Of these five were Government, seven aided, and the remaining 
30 unaided. The number of pupils was 1,334. In the Khond mehals five new 
schools were established from the voluntarily-imposed grog-tax. No examin
ation has as yet been held by the lower vernacular scholarship standard, but 
text-books have been introduced into the schools, and the standard is being 
taught in many of them. 

The primary schools are of three classes, numbering altogether 237, viz. 
75 grant-in-aid, 15 primary grant, and 147 unaided. · The total cost to 
Government was Rs. 1,068, and the amount contributed from other sources 
Rs. 10,787. The number of pupils was 2,926. The 75 grant-in-aid primaries 
have been opened under the scheme for reorganizing the Ungool and Bankee 
schools. This scheme provides for the training of abadhans in the Cuttack 
normal school, and for giving a retaining fee to successful gurus; and money is 
set apart fo~ a plan of pa:yment-by-results and for the purchase of school 
books and pnzes. The 15 pnmary grant pathsalas have been under the supervi
sion of the Rev. 1\Ir. Phillips, and are reported as being in a satisfactory condition. 
'fhe attendance was 247, against 222 last year, the pupils being mostly 
Sonthals, and only three of the number are returned as ' unable to read and 
write.' 1\Ir. Phillips has lately retired from the mission through ill health, and 
the well-earned thanks of Government have been accorded to him for his self
denying,: labours in the cause o£ education extending over 35 years. The schools 
under lus charge have been made over to the Maharajah of Mohurbhunj. 

Aln;ost all the Keonjhur schools are situated in pergunnahs inhabited 
by Bhmyas. The school-houses are surrounded by lines of small huts for 
the use o£ school-masters and pupils who 'have come from a distance. The 
Maharajah. takes a keen interest in the schools, and endeavours by all means 
to secur.e full attendance. In Mohurbl~unj the pathsalas established by the 
MaharaJah are mostly attended by Unyas. In order to make the teachers 
work properly, a rupee is deducted every month from the pay of each 
and from the accumulated sum annual payments are made to those only 
who show good results. No primary scholarship examination has yet been 
held, but ~he school~ are gradually working up to that standard. There 
w~re 4 7 f?Irls attendmg the lower vernacular and primary schools, there 
bemg no g1rls' school in the mehals. 
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PRIMARY The Superintendent considers the abolition of some of the middle and 
Eot"cmo... lower class schools a step in the right direction, but is not quite sure that a 

payment-by-results system will succeed. :Mr. Smith thinks that more 
inspection than is at present possible is required, and proposes to reduce the 
normal school course from one year to six months, and to employ the money 
saved from stipends in the appointment of inspecting pundits. On the whole 
he considers that education in these wild tracts is making sound, i£ slow: 
progress. 

214. PRIMARY ScrrOLARSHIP EXA)IIXATION.-The followin(J' table shows the 
result of the primary scholarship examination. The subjects of this examin
ation for Bengal proper are (1) handwriting, 1\IS. reading, reading and explana
tion of Bodhoday; (2) the four rules of arithmetic, simple and compound, 
and the .rules of Subhankar; (3) hazar and zemindari accounts and simple 
mensuratiOn. 

Pl"imary Sclwlarsliip Examination, 18i8-i9. 

-
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Presidency ... ... ... 48-1 42 626 . .. 265 12 277 1,305 211 1U 131 406 .9 

lluTdwan ... ... . .. 1,253 4 1,257 ... 684 .. .... 5Si 8,9C» 2i6 357 418 (a)l,IS5 63 

Bajshahye •.• ... ... 360 17 377 . .. 161 3 lSi 957 97 63 151 301 6.3 

Dacca ... . .. 3 723 9 735 1 608 6 615 2,137 80S 411 266 1,015 56 

Chittagong ..• ... ... 151 4 1U5 . .. 122 2 12.t. 453 13() ll7 13 200 13 

Patn& ... ... ... 929 177 1,106 . .. 824 168 992 3,747 1,052 830 568 2,H3 68 

llhagulpore ... ... 1,110 ...... 1,110 . .. 673 .. .... 673 2,4i8 377 411 3C» (b)1,2H 39 

Chota N agpore ... ... 270 ...... 2i0 ... 198 .. .... 108 587 107 152 93 352 30 

Orissa ... ... 1 615 1 517 1 412 1 414 1,3i2 . ..... ...... .. .... (c)i2ul s2 

------
-2,3,747 ~~--=-Total ... 4 5, 795 25i 6,058 192 3,9ll 16,910 2,558 2,475 1,969 

(a) 104 passed candidates were not classified. 
(b) 139 ditto ditto. 
(c) 720 ditto ditto. 

215. In the previous year 12,985 pupils competed from 4-,474 schools, and 
5,647 passed from 2,996 schools. There is therefore an increase of 1,579 
competing schools with 3,925 pupils, and of 945 successful schools with 2,318 
pupils. The bulk of the increase is found in the divisions of Patna and 
Bhagulpore, the former contributing 1,055 and the latter 430 additional candi
dates passing the examination. In every division there is an increase 
except in that of Rajshahye, in which the number of successful candidates has 
declined from 503 to 301. The failures were mostly in the di,;tricts of 
Dinagepore, Julpigoree, and Rajshahye, in the last of which, it is said, that 
"the certificates being of no value," only those go up for examination who have 
a reasonable chance of a srtholarship. It was never supposed or intended that 
primary scholarship certificates should be a passport to employment ; . but the 
conditions of aid might well be so arranged that a guru would find his advan
tage in passing as many boys as possible by the test, the importance of which 
i& that it affords a most valuable indication of the progress of primary schools 
towards their legitimate standar~. . . . _ 

216. The a-eneral advance m the standard of pnmary mstructJon IS also 
shown by the pt~gress returns. In 1877-78 the proportion of pupils in the 
hi""her stao-e of the primary section (i.e., those who can read, wnte, and under-

0 " d . h stand easy sentences in their mother tongue) was 34·4. p_cr cent .. , an m_ t e 
lower sections 6-!·5 per cent; in 1878-79 the percentage m the higher sectiOns 
was 37·1 ; in the lower ()1·7. 
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217. The social position of those who won the primary scholarships is 
shown below :-

Social Positiotl of Primm·y Scholars, 1878-79. 

MIDDLE CLASSES, LOWER 0LA BSEB. 

..: 
" Upper ~ ~ 0 Total • classes. f 0 .c 0 

= 
.c .!! " " .!! 

I " :i 1! ·~ .; ;!;: " .; " " .; "' ~ 
·~ ~ "' .E " "' " " .. .s e " "!1 e a .~ 

" 1'1 E< " ... :0: rn I'< "' 
..., E< rn 0 

{Bmhmnns and Rajpoots ... 1 3 27 15 1 8 31 3 ... ... 3 92 
Hnmus ... Kaynsths nnd Baidyns ... ...... 9 14 4 ... 37 32 6 1 1 3 107 

Lower castt-s ... ... ... . ..... 1 10 3 8 18 61 21 12 6 5 14:l 
:Mahomcdans ... ... ... . ... ... ... ...... ... 12 1 ... 8 31 3 I 2 . .. 58 
Christio.us ... ... ... ... . .. ... ...... ... ... ... ... ... 4 ... . .. ... . .. 4 ... 

2 1 6 9 Others ... . .. ... ... ... ... ...... ... ... . .. ... . .. . .. . .. ... -- - - - - - - - - - - --Total ... 1 13 65 24 9 89 165 33 14 9 11 413 

Of 413 scholarships offered to competition among 530,000 pupils, 111 are 
held by boys ot the middle classes and 301 by boys of the lower. That is 
to say the lower classes, who form 86 per cent. of the pupils in primary schools, 
held 73 per cent. of the scholarships. These scholarships are intended for 
the picked boys of primary schools, so as to give them the opportunity of 
rising to whatever position their natural capacity may fit them for. It is very 
satisfactory to find that so large a proportion of the scholarships are won by 
the classes for whose benefit they were established. 

218. The orders of Government prescribing the divisions of the educa
tional report assign no place to the education of Europeans and Eurasians, or to 
the education of females. They may be conveniently introduced at the close 
of this section. 

219. EDUCATION OF EUROPEANS AND EURASIANS.-'l'he table 
below shows the statistics for the last two years of such schools for the general 
education of Europeans and Eurasians as sent in complete returns:-

Number of schools. Number of pupils. 
CLASB 01i' SCHOOLS, ,.--Jo..-.... r---A---.... 

1877-78. 1878·79. 1877-78. 1878·79. 

Aided schools for boys 8 8 1,637 1,617 
Ditto ditto for girls 9 10 950 i,076 
Ditto mixed schools 18 18 786 892 
Ditto normal schools 1 1 16 9 

U n!Lided schools for boys 3 4 492 555 
Ditto ditto for girls 2 2 160 106 
Ditto mixed schools .7 3 514 292 

Total 48 46 4,555 4,547 

Three unaided schools, which last year furnished returns, have now 
O_!llitted to do so ; a~d one aided school at Arrah has been closed owing to 
cucumstances mentwned below. On the other hand, two newly aided schools 
in Calcutta are now included for the first time. 

220. The two Scottish orphanages, which have been by mistake included 
among schools for Europeans and Eu~asians in the gen!i)ral summary, are 
excluded from the figures shown above, smce the 39 pupils studying in them 
on the 31st March last were all Native Christians. The Church Mission Normal 
Sch<:ol _for E~asia~ mistresses, which has been ~ncluded among schools for 
spec~al mstructwn, Is added here to complete the hst. The total cost of the 
37 aided schools was Rs. 2,44,821, of which Rs. 58,652 were contributed by 
Government. 

rnnu.nr 
EDUCATION. 

EDUCATION OJ!I 
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221. CALCUTTA.-Full returns were received from 28 schools with 3 735 
pupils, against 30 schools with 3, 790 pupils in the precedin(J' year. Of tiwse 
28 schools 10 were for boys, 12, including the Church Missio~ Normal School 
for girls, and six were mixed. Of the 3,735 pupilsJ 2,274 were bojrs and 1 46l 

. I ' were g1r s. 
222. Of the 10 boys' schools, seven were aided and three unaided. The 

number of pupils in the seven aided ~chools has decreased from 1
1
590 to 1 553 

of whom 1,429 were Christians, 72 Hindus, 22 Mahomedans, and 30 "others.''' 
Classified according to social position, 22 were from the upper classes of society 
i,071 from the middle, and 460 from the lower classes. The pro(J'ress return~ 
give 210 in the upper stage, 633 in the middle, 471 in the upp~r section of 
the primary stage, and 239 in the lower section. The expenditure on these 
schools was Rs. 1,17,743, of which Rs. 18,574 was paid by Government and 
Rs. 99,169 supplied from private funds. The cost of each pupil to Government 
was Rs: 14. The Hindu, Mahomedan, and "other" pupils were for the 
most part in the Benevolent Institution, St. Chrysostom's School, St. Joseph's 
School, and the Doveton College; and the 22 pupils from the upper classes 
were all in the Doveton College. The Doveton College, · the Free School, 
St. James', St. Joseph's, and St. ChrysoRtom's Schools, send up pupils from their 
highest classes to the Entrance examination, and are therefore ranked as higher 
schools. The Benevolent Institution, though it last year sent up one 
candidate to the Entrance examination, is classed as a middle English 
school, and the Cathedral Orphanage as a lower English school. 

The pupils in the three unaided boys' schools, St. Xavier's, the Armenian 
Philanthropic Academy, and the American Mission School, have risen from 
492 in the preceding year to 507, of whom 440 were Christians, 29 Hindus, 
10 Mahomedans, and 28 "others." According to social position, 95 were from 
the upper classes of society, 395 from the middle, and 17 from the lower classes. 
The progress returns give 88 in the upper stage, 282 in the middle, 132 in the 
upper section of the primary stage, and five in the lower section. The Hindus, 
1\Iahomedans, , and " others," were in St. Xavier's College only, and the 
95 pupils from the upper classes also belonged to the same institution. The 
St. Xavier's and the Armenian Philanthropic Academy teach up to the 
Entrance standard, and the American Mission School is classed as a middle 
English school. 

223. Of the 12 girls' schools, 10 were aided and two unaided. In the 10 
aided schools there were 1,054 pupils, of whom 976 were Christians, 1 1\Iaho
medan, and 77 "others." Of these pupils, 22 were boys.. Classified according 
to social position, 525 were from the middle classes and 529 from the lower. 
The progress returns show 24 in the upper stage, 360 in the middle, 425 in the 
upper section of the primary stage, and 245 in the lower section. The expenditure 
on these schools was Rs. 67,978; the total cost to Government was Rs. 18,920; 
and the cost per pupil Rs. 25-8-0. The pupils returned as " others" were 7 4 Jews 
in the Christian Jewish Training School, and 3 Parsees in Mrs. Powell's. The two 
unaided schools which furnished complete statistics were the Loretto House and 
La Martiniere for girls. They had 136 and 88 pupils respectively, making a 
total of 224 pupils, of whom 221 were Christians, two Hindus, and one Jew; 
26 were from the upper classes, 118 from the middle, and 80 from the lower; 
36 were in the upper stage of progress, 108 in the middle, 65 in the upper 
section of the primary stage, and 15 in the lower section. The aided schools 
for girls are the Church Mission Normal School, the Free School for girls, 
the European Female Orphan Asylum, the Bow Bazar Loretto, the Ental_ly 
Loretto, the Christian Jewish Training School, the Old Church Paroch1al 
Home, the Calcutta Girls' School, the Benevolent Institution for girls, and 
Mrs. Powell's School. 

224. The mixed schools from which returns were received were all aided. 
No unaided school furnished complete returns this year. The number of aided 
schools has risen from five to six by the addition of St. Mary's School, _and the 
number of pupils from 323 to 3~7, of who?l179 .~ere boys and 218 guls! all 
Christians except four. Aceordmg to soCial pos1tlon, 227 were from the m1ddle 
classes and 170 from the lower; 21 were in the upper stage of progress, 17G 
in the middle, 92 in the upper section of the primary stage, and 108 in the 
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lower section. Tho expenditure was Rs. 12,220, the total cost to Government 
Hs. 3,838, and the cost per pupil Rs. 14. 

The six mixed schools are thus classified :-

1. St. Stephen's 

2. Old Church Day ... 

3. St. Mary's 

'"l .'.'.' ~ Middle English school. 

4. St. John's 

5. St. Paul's 

6. St. Saviour's 
"'1 ::: Lower ... " " 

225. Besides these 28 schools there are some lh other schools for Europeans 
and Eurasians, mm·e or less known to the department, from which incomplete 
or no returns were obtained. They are as follows :-

Schools furnishing incomplete 
returns. 

1. La Martiniere for boys. 

2. Pratt lfemorial Girls'. 

3. Infant Preparatory. 

4. Miss Moran's. 

5. Mrs. Stark's, 

Schools furnishing no 
· returns. 

1 & 2. Regimental schools at the fort. 

3. Mr. Ardwise's Seminary. 

4. Doveton Institution for yoling ladies. 

5. Young Ladies' Seminary. 

6. Mrs. English's. 

7. Mr. Ridley's. 

Some schools noticed in the last report hav~ ceased to exist during the 
year under review. They are-

1. Murgihatta Loretto. 

2. Mr. Sale's institution. 

3. Mrs. Whelan's. 

4. Mrs. Barbain's. 

5. , Waters's. 

226. The success of the higher English schools at the last Entrance examin
ation is shown in the following table:-

PABSBD IIi ~n:B 

Number of 
candidates. 

First I Secoud I Third I 
Scholarship!. 

NAME OP SCJIOOL. division. division. division. 'l'otal. 

unju~fu~lm&fu~fu~fu~iu~jm~fu~fu~fum 

St. Xavier's ... ... ... ... 25 20 ' . .. 4 '1 1 2 9 9 2 ... 
Doveton ... ... ... . .. ... 13 13 7 8 2 3 9 . .. 11 6 4 1 

La :\lartiniere ... ... ... ... 9 6 2 3 2 8 ... .. . 4 6 ... .. . 
St. Jamea' ... ... ... ... . .. 7 6 1 .. . .. . ... 1 3 9 8 ... .. . 
Armeoian Philaothropic Academy ... ' 4 1 1 1 2 1 ... 3 8 1 .. . 
Free School ... ... ... ... ... 3 a ... ... 2 1 .. . 1 2 2 ... ... 
St. Joseph's ... ... ... ... ... 4 6 1 ... .. 2 ... ... 1 2 ... ... 
St. Cbrysostom'e ... ... ... ... 4 3 ... ... ... ... .. . 1 . .. ' 1 ... .. . 
Benevolent Institution for boys ... ... ... 1 ... ... ... ... .. . . ... - . .. ... .. . 

----------------- --- -
Total ... 69 62 16 '1 11 18 6 '1 82 32 '1 1 

227. The next table shows the social position of the pupils at the 
various schools, so far as I have been able to ascertain it. '!'hough these 
schools are established primarily for the education of children of European and 
Eurasian parents,. it will be seen that in some of them there are children of 
other than European and Eurasian origin. Of the 75 pupils in the Christian 
Jewish training school, 74 were Jews of other than European origin, and 
one was a Mahomedan. English is the language of the school. 

u 

BDIJ'OAT!Oii OP 

Btl'BOPBAiiB A11'D 

BIJ'BABIA!I~. 



78 REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

BDtl'C!TIO!I OP 

Btl'BOl'BU<B UD 

BUBASU!f8o 

Social position of the Pupils of European and Eurasia11 Schools in Calcutta for l878-i9. 

t MIDDLE CL.A.SSEB OP SOCIBIY. 

Nil!ll o11 Bclloor.. 

.llidecl umkr thtJ Min"t. qf 
Februat'll 1876. 

1 St. John's ... ... • .. 
I St. Paul's ... ... ... 
3 St. Saviour's ... ,,. 
41 St. Stephen's ... • .. 
fi Cathedral :Male Orphanage 
6 St. Joseph's ... • .. 

7 St. Cbrysostom'o ,., 
8 Bow Bazar Loretto 
9 Christian J ewiBh ,,, 

10 Old Church Day ... 
11 IJoveton College ... 

... ... 
12 Benevolent Institution ror boys 
18 Ditto d1tto for girls 
1t Old Church Parochial Home ... 
15 l1rs. Powell's ••• ••• • .. 
16 St. Mary's ... ,., ... • .. 

57(a) ... 26 
85 ... 5 
16 ... 1 
63 ... 48 

227 ... I 10 
~5(b) ... 182 

103(c) ... 9 
800 ... 96 

75(d) ... 

118(e) 
296(1) "22 
UO(g) ... 
109 

24 
85(/1) ... 
58 

60 
88 

Total ... 2,111 22 564 

Ofhef' .4.ided Schools. 
1 St. James' ... ... ... ... 137 76 

fi 
188 
84 

2 Church Mission Nol'IIIJIJ ... 9 
S :intally Loretto ,,, ,,, ... 220 
t Free School for boys ... ... 245 
fi Ditto for girls ... ... 1:J8 
6 European Female Orphan Asy- 62 

lum. 
7 Calcutta Girls' ... ... ... 97 65 

1 
24 

1 
2 

8 
1 

"is 
M 

8 
15 

6 
18 

"io 
5 

11 
49 
87 

1 
138 

82 
10 

... 6 

5 

40 
2i 
1 

63 
24 

289 

28 
161 
87 

65 
266 

82 
63 

'15 
84 

2 
2 

... 9 

116 

10 
60 

8 
1 
1 
5 

83 222 823 1,192 109 

8 

55 
9 

80 
74 
41 

10 

23 

'2o 
as 
13 

29 

187 
9 

55 
2'5 
88 

97 

LOWBR CLASSES OP SOCIETY. 

5 
8 

15 
50 
15 

8 

''is 

7 

1 

8 
18 

.: 
" ~ 
§ 
8 
8 
0 

0 

3 
56 
13 

i"87 

8 
21 
23 

53 
8 

40 
45 
23 

'24 

REllARKS. 

17 (a) 8 Jews. 
61 
16 

2;i3 
116 (b) 8Hin<lus, 6~hhomed· 

ans, nud 1 Parsee, 
75 (cl 31 llwdus and 6 Ma-

l:i9 homecluns. 
as (d) H Jews and Ulahom• 

edan. 
58 (e) 1 Jew. 
8 (f) 6 Hmdus. 5 ~lshom

e<hmg, and 19 "other~.'· 
58 
46 
2·1 

(g) ::l2 Hindu~. G ~lahom· 
edans, o.nU 10 11 other!;," 

20 (h) 8 Parsees. 
24 

118 42 604 897 206 non·Chrisbiano . 

... 7 'iio 
':is 
52 

Total ... 893 ... 802 7 129 123 631 49 ... 29 7 ... 177 262 ------- ------------~-----

UMided Schools. 

4ig<o .~5 ~.~ .~ fX ~~ 8~ ... 5 ::: I ::: "'s ::: ... 4 11 
1 St. Xavier's ,,, ... . .. 
ll Armenian Philanthropio Aca-

(i) 29 Hindus, 10 Mahom
edans, and 28 •• oth~rs." 

demy. 
S American llliss!on School 9 

"lit 
7 
8 
4 

19 85 
8 

110 
···~ "'is "so • La Mnrtinibre for girls ... • •• 

6 Loretl<> House ... ... • .. ''is ... 9 ... (J1 2 Hindus and 1 Jew. 

Total ... 73i{k) m 246 M --s8 125 6i3 --5 --2 - ... - --8 - ... -52 --;1 (k) 70 non·Christians. 

GB.I.llll Tor.u. ... 3.7s5(ij 143 1,112 !4i 5Q9 m 2,836 253 --2 m fo ---;2 763 l,2W (I) 276 non·Christians. 

Btl'MHABY-

Pupils belonging to the upper classes 
,, u ,. nnddle ,. 

lower 

Total 3,735 

Leaving out of consideration the unaided schools in the foregoing table, 
we find that the numbers of pupils in the three sections of society were returned 
as follows :-

Upper classes 
Middle ,. 
Lower , 
Parentage unknown 

Total 

1817-78. 

22 
1,677 

614.J 
572 

... 2,885 

1878·70. 

22 
1,823 

1,159 

3,004 

228. All the pupils from the upper classes were in the Doveton College. 
The new schools in the list are St. Uary's and Mrs. Powell's. The former 
is an admirably conducted school under the Sisters of the Cross, situated 
in the populous suburb of Kidderpore. 1\Irs. Powell's school is not organized 
on a satisfactory plan in point of instruction, but is possibly doing some good in 
providing a home for several European children who would otherwise bo 
wandering about the streets. · 



OF PUllLIC INSTRUCTION, 79 

220. The following table gives the name, clas~, and management of each 
of the aided schools, as well as the number of pup1ls on the rolls, the amount 
of the monthly grant, and the rate of fee charged:-

.Aided Europea11 and Eum~ian Sc!tools. 

PUPJLB. 

1877·78. 1878-79. nionthly 
Monthly Govern· REMARKS. 

No. Name, class, !Uld management. 

Boys.J Girls. Boys.J Girls. 

ment fees. 
grant. 

I Higher Schools. Rs. A.. P. Rs. Rs. 

1 Doveton College• ... ... "' . 297 ... 296 .. . 15~ 0 0 3 to.lO • The cnpitntion grant i:i Rs. s·os 
2 St. James'... ... . .. tProtestant ... { 142 

is2 
137 

i33 
200 0 0 3 to 6 a bend for 50 pupils. 

8 &; 4 · Free Schoolt ... ... 251 2·f.5 894 5 4 3 t The Free School 1s an endowed 
5 St Joseph's ... . .. {Roman Ca. { 403 ... 405 ... 200 0 0 3 to 5 school, nnd not strictly aided. 
6 st: Cbrysostom's ... ... thalia ... 102 ... 103 ... 60 0 0 1to3 Seventy•eight pupils pay fees. 

Middle 8clwols. 

1 St. Stephen's ... ... } { 86 so 26 87 100 0 0 1 to 3 
2 Old Church D•y .. ... Protestant ... 51 88 78 45 70 0 0 2 to 3 

: The Benevolent Institution bas 3 Benevolent Institution: ... 160 91 140 109 209 0 0 Free. 
been hitherto exclusively 
managed by Protestant9, 
though the terms of tile 'frust 
do not require more than that 
the managers should be Chris-
tians. It receives Rs. 75 as a 
capitation grant. 

4 St. Mary's§ ... ... ... Roman Catho· ... ... 28 85 50 0 0 Sto6 § A capitation ~rant of Re. 1 " 
Jic. head for 50 pupils. 

Lawe'l' School$. 

1 St. John's ... ... 
:::)Protestant .. { 

21 28 so 27 50 0 0 lto2 
2 St. Paul's ... ... 25 72 18 67 65 0 0 1 
3 St. Saviour's ... 11 16 9 .. 7 50 0 0 ito 1 
4 Cathedral Male Orphanage ... Roman Catbo· 252 ... 227 ... 200 0 0 ~·roe. 

lie. -

Girll• Scl,ools. 

1 
'""' y;rn~ Nom•> ···1 ~ ... 16 ... 9 160 0 0 1511 II Inclusive of lodging and board. 

2 European Female Orphan · 
52 200 0 0 Free. Asylum .... ... ... 

'12 
51 

'12 3 Cbristian Jewish ... ... Protestant 43 63 76 0 0 2 
4 Calcutta Girls' ... . .. J ... 87 ... 97 '1[200 0 0 3 to 5 'If Reduced from Rs. SOO to Rs. 200 
6 Old Church Parochial from January 1nst. 

Home... ... ... ... ... 16 .. . 24 **51 0 0 Free. •• A capitation ~rant of Rs. 8 a head 
6&7 Bow Hazar Loretto ... ... {Roman Ca· { ... 266 ... 7 soo 160 0 0 1 to 4 for 17 pupi s, all of whom are 

8 E ntally Loretto ... ... tholic ... 7 193 213 260 0 0 1 taught, fed, and clothed free of 
charge. 

~ Mrs. Powell's ... ... Protestant ... ... . .. 8 82 tt50 0 0 ...... tt A cattation grant of Re. 1·8 a 
hea up toRs. 50. ·Many of the 
children are free boarders. 

230. During the current year special examinations are being carried on 
of all the middle, lower, and girls' schools in the above list except the Church 
Mission Normal School. The standards of examination laid down by tha 
Education Department in England for elementary schools have been slightly 
~ltered so as to suit Anglo-Indian schools, and the examination will decide 
how many pupils in each school come up to the different standards. It will 
then be possible to form some scheme for determining the grants to these 
schools, as is the practice in England, according to the standards attained by 
their pupils. Such a step has become necessary, owing to the increasing 
number of applications for aid to schools of this class. 

231. PRESIDENCY DrvrsroN.-The only school under inspection is the 
aided railway School at Rampore HM. It had on its rolls on the 31st 
of March last 12 pupils, of whom eight were girls. The military schools at 
13arrackpore and Dum-Dum are not under inspection. 

232. BuRDWAN DrviSION.-The number of schools is five, as last year. 
The total roll number also remains much tho same, there being on the 31st 
March 90 boys and 84 girls. The expenditure on these schools was Rs. 9,322, 
of which the Government share was Rs. 3,672. A special building grant of 
Rs. 1,000 has been given in aid of repairs to the Bishop Milman's School at 
~~. . 

233. RAJSHAHYE DrvrsroN.-The two schools in this division are at 
~arjeeling,-the St. Paul's School for boys, and the Darjeeling School for 
g1rls. A Government school has also been opened since the close of the official 
year at Kurseong for the children of railway employes. _ 

234. St. Paul's School exhibits great improvement under its present head
master . Ur. C~rter.. The school has entirely recovered from the temporary 
depress10n notlced m the last yearly report, its numbers have doubled, and 
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there are now over 70. bo~s on the roll. Two candidates from this school passed 
at the Entrance exammatwn, and one of them, who was placed in the first 
divisio~, would have gaine~ a scholarship but for the re_gulation which requires 
a. candidate to read and wnte .a vernacular lang~age with :fluency. An addi· 
twnal master has been appomted and a munshi engaged to teach Benrrali and 
Urdu. There is every prospect that the school will maintain its present sound 
and satisfactory position. The Darjeeling girls' school has, since the last 
report, been removed to a more commodious house with larger grounds, and 
improvements have been made in the course of study and the class of books 
used. The school suffered a loss in the course of the year by the departure of 
Mrs. Lewin, who, as the Secretary, took much active interest in the school. 
Her place has been well filled by Mrs. Abbott. 

235. DACCA DIVISioN.-There are two schools in this division,-!IIr. Vyse's 
school at Dacca and a railway school at Goalundo. In 1\Ir. Vyse's school 
the number on the rolls on the 31st March last was 58, of whom 28 were girls. 
Of this school the Inspector reported in November last that the work of 
instruction was too heavy for the staff employed, and he proposed that the 
school should be connected with the Diocesan Board of Education, and entirely 
reorganized. A sum of Rs. 4,000 was subscribed a few years ago for the 
establishment of a new school in Dacca for Europeans and Eurasians; this 
sum is ~;till in the Bunk of Bengal, and may possibly be appropriated, with the 
consent of the subscribers, to the reconstitution under the Diocesan Board 
of Mr. Vyse's school. It is understood that the Ven'ble Archdeacon Baly is 
about to make proposals on behalf of the Diocesan Board for the re0rganization 
of the school. 

236. The school at Goalundo has a house provided by the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Company. It contained 12 pupils-eight girls and four boys-and 
l'eceived a grant-in-aid shortly after the close of the year. 

237. CHITTAGONG DIVISioN.-The only school of this class in the division 
which has furnished returns is an unaided school for girls recently established, 
about which the only information procured is that it contained on the 31st 
March 18 pupils. Of the Roman Catholic Orphanage in Chittagong, lately 
burnt down and now being rebuilt, no information has been supplied. 

238. PATNA DIVISION.-The total number of pupils attending European and 
Eurasian schools in this division was 358. The number of pupils is larger 
by 215 than the number given last year, owing to returns having this year 
been received from two unaided institutions, the Kurji P1·iory and the Banki
pore Convent. 

239. The school at Buxar had on the rolls on the 31st of .March 66 pupils. 
It was inspected in December last by the Inspector of Schools, Presidency 
Circle. He found that in reading and writing the elder children were as 
well taught as in the Calcutta schools of the same class, and in arithmetic had 
gone as high as was necessary. There was some tendency to push the studies 
on too rapidly, and the teachers were advised to aim for the present at nothing 
beyond the middle scholarship course. 

240. One school, \he Arrah Boarding School, was abolished during the 
year. In December I inspected the school, and was convinced that it was not 
doing such work as to justify the continuance of the large grant of Rs. 120 a 
month. There were only nine boarders in the school, three of them boys whose 
father was about to be transferred to Dinapore. It was found that there would 
be no difficulty in transferring the six girls to the schools at Buxar or Allaha
bad. The grant was accordingly withdrawn. 

241. 13HAGULPORE DIVISION.-The Jamalpore school had on the rolls 116 
pupils, of whom 28 were girls. The Government expenditure on the school 
was Rs. 2,273, and the total expenditure Rs. 9,524. This school is the best of 
the railway schools, and ranks with the most efficient aided schools of the 
same size in Calcutta, such as the Old Church School. The boarding-bouse 
arrangements are excellent, and the general management of the institution 
by Mr. and l\Irs. Pegler, the head-master and head-mistress, has been most 
satisfactory. The great difficulty with this as with all railway schools lies in 
the frequent removal of the children owing to the transfer of their parents to 
other stations on the line. The only remedy is to increase the number of 
boa1·ders, who need not leave the school when their parents are transferred. 
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242. ORISSA DrvrsroN.-The number of European at_ld Eurasian ch~ldren BDucATr01< otr 

under instruction was on 31st March 46, of whom 39 were m four schools lil the BuRoPB•"• AND 

town of Cuttack. The Cuttack Christian school underwent various vicissitudes BunAar.m, 

during the year, two mistresses having resigned, and the ~chool-house wi!h its 
valuable furniture havin()' been burned down. The committee have appomted 
a mistress of long experience, and secured another suitable building. . 

243. FEMALE EDUCATION.-Excluding schools for Europeans and PBMALll 

Eurasians, the returns for which have been separately given, the table below EDucATror<. 

shows the progress in female education during the year:- . 

Government schools 
Aided , 
Zenana 
Private " 

(aided) 

Total 
Girls in boys' schools 

Total girls 

1877·78. 
,---"'"--.... 
Schools. Pupils. 

... 1 140 

... 311 8,158 

... 13't 1,827 
73 1,839 

... 519 11,964 
9,623 

21,587 

1878·79. 
,...---J--·-
Bchools. Pupils. 

2 270 
339 8,179 
130 2,017 
72 2,031 

643 12,497 
11,235 

23,732 

It will be seen that all classes of girls' schools show an increase of pupils, 
while there has been an addition of 1,612 to the number of girls reading in 
boys' schools. The latter increase is main)y found in the number of girls 
attending primary grant pathsalas, the figures under that heading being 7,733, 
a()'ainst 6,194: in the previous year, a difference of 1,639. · 

0 
244:. The number of girls in the different stages of progress is given in 

the following table-

Higher 
Middle 
Primary 

Ditto 

stage 
, 
, (upper) 
, (lower) 

· .. ·· 

Total 

• No returns for 37 pupils. 

1877-78. 1878·79. 

49 37 
1,629 1,645 
5,976 6,741 

13,896 15,409 

21,550* 23,732 

The increase in the primary stages arises naturally from the large addition 
that bas been made to the number of girls reading in primary pathsalas. A 
slight falling off has thus taken place in the two upper stages. But in many 
cases the figures have been supplied, year after year, by the managers of the 
schools, with no correction by the inspecting officers; and implicit reliance is not 
in all cases to be placed on them. Of the two Government schools in the preced
ing table, one is the Bethune School in Ualcutta. The amalgamation of this 
school with the Ballygunge Banga Mahila Vidyalaya has been effected since the 
date of the last report. The circumstances of the amalgamation are briefly as 
follows. In 1873 the last named school, which is described as a ' boarding 
school upon advanced principles of education,' was established at Ballygunge, 
chiefly through the exertions of Mr. Justice Phear and of some ladies of 
Calcutta. In 1875 Mr, Phear, who was the President of the Bethune School 
Committee, was of opinion that the school would have a wider scope if 
the Ballygunge school was amalgamated with it; but as there were difficulties 
at the time in the way, it was not till the year under report that the plan could 
be carried out. 'rhe house at the Bethune School, formerly occupied by the 
Lady Superintendent, was rearranged to accommodate the new pupils, and at the 
date of report there were 15 grown girls boarding at the schooL · . 

245. The educational history of the year has been made noticeable, among 
other things, b~ th~ fact that a yo_ung ~engali lad:y has for the first time passed 
one of the exammatwns of the Umvers1ty. A pupil of the Bethune School, Miss 
Kadamhini Bose, competed at the Entrance examination with success, failing 
to obtain a place in the first division by one mark only. This young lady's 
success w_as mentione~ wit~ h~gh ~pproval by His Excellency the Viceroy on 
the oecaswn of the pnze d1stnbutwn at the school. The Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal also sanctioned the creation of a special junior scholarship for 
Miss Bose's benefit, and she was presented with a prize of books to the value of 

:X. 
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l'BMALB Rs. 60. Three other pupils of the Bethune School were successful at the Middle 
Enucmolf. Scholarship examinations, two of them passing in English, the third in the 

vernacular only. Their names were Kamini Sen, Abala Das, and Subarna 
Prabha Bose. 

246. In consequence of the success of Miss Kadambini Bose, and in accord
ance with her desire to continue her studies to the First Arts examination 

. the Lieutenant-Governor consented to the proposal to raise the status of th~ 
school by appointing a Lecturer qualified to teach the First Arts course. With 
this object Baboo Sasi Bhusan Dutt, M.A.-;- was transferred from the Cuttack 
College, and his time is now fully engaged at the Bethune School. _ 

Since the close of the official year the establishment of the school has 
been much strengthened. Better accommodation has been provided for the 
boarders, by their removal to the school-house, and by additions to tho building. 
The net grant to the school has been raised from Rs. 6_50 to Rs. 750 a month. 

247. The second of the two Government schools is the Eden Female School 
at Dacca, established in June 1878. The grant to this school is Rs. 4,320 a 
year, which is met by the grants formerly made to two aided Female Schools 
m Dacca, and that to the Cliundra Nath Female Normal School at Beauleah 
all three of which have been closed during the year. The affairs of the schooi 
are managed by a committee, of which the Commissioner of Dacca is President· 
and the school is regularly inspected by lady-visitors resident in the station' 
who visit it in turn. 'l'h~ teaching staff consists of four mistresses and on~ 
pundit. The head mistress is Mrs. Stansbury, formerly Superintendent of the 
Chundra Nath Female School. The school contains 153 pupils, of whom 26 
are learning English. By religion five pupils are Christians, one a l'tfahomedan 
and the rest Hindus. ' 

248. The National Indian Association of London having offered, throurrh 
their Honorary Secretary, Miss Adelaide Manning, to provide funds for fi~e 
scholarships, to be thrown open to competition by gir~s i.n Bengal, the offer was 
accepted by Government at the request of the Assocratwn. The scholarships 
were called the " Mary Carpenter" scholatships. Three of them, of the 
annual value of Rs. 48 each, were competed for by the lower vernacular, and 
two, of the annual value of Rs. 60 each, by the middle vernacular standard. 
They were distributed among the five educational circles, one being assigned 
to each. At the examination for these scholarships eight candidates appeared, 
and were examined by the same papers and standard as were set for the . 
pupils of boys' schools. In the Presidency Circle three candidates presented 
themselves for the middle scholarship examination from the Bethune School 
in Calcutta, and all passed. In the Eastern Circle, four candidates appeared 
for the lower scholarship examination ; two from the Burrisal and two from 
the Comillah Girls' School; both the former and one of the latter passed. 
In the Western Circle, one candidate appeared as a private ·student for tho 
middle scholarship examination and passed. No candidate appeared in the 
Behar or Rajshahye circles, and the scholarships allotted to those circles were 
accordingly given to successful candidates from other parts of Bengal. 

249. In addition to the above scholarships, the Uttarpara Hitakari Sabha 
has awarded scholarships to girls who were successful at the examinations con
ducted under the superintendence of that Society. Of the forty-seven girls who 
presented themselves for these examinations, no less than sixteen were attend
ing school after marriage. Twenty-six of these candidates passed ; ten by the 
first, twelve by the second, and four by the third standard. Two instances are 
cited of the success that has been achieved by the Sabha's efforts. l\Iiss Laba
nya Prabha Bose, who passed the minor scholarship examination in the second 
division and won a 'Mary Carpenter' scholarship, and l\Iiss Kadambini Bose, 
who passed the Entrance examination of 1878, had both held Hitakari scholar
ships. · In addition to the success recorded above, two girls passed the primary 
scholarship examination in Furreedpore, and four in Tipperah. In Lohar
dugga, where the prejudice against female education is not so strong as in 
those districts in which married ladies are kept strictly behind the purdah, 
two primary girls' schools have been established, with the large attendance of 
129 pupils. In Orissa, two girls from the Patna School passed the lower 
vernacular scholarship examination and received prizes. It is reported tl1at 
the prejudices against female education among high caste U1·iyas are gradually 
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being broken through, an example having ~een set by a Brahmin of position 
and repute, a te~cher in the. Cuttack .Medical School. Formerly, howev~r 
enlirrhtened he mwht be an Uriya gentleman dared not, for fear of excommum
cati~n take his d~urrhtdrs to live with him in the town of Cuttack; they were . 
theref~re left behind in the country to be brought up ~y their uneducat~d 
mothers. It is hoped that the example above quoted Will have a beneficial 
effect in removing prejudices of that order: . . . 

250. Returnin(J' to Calcutta, the subJomed statement shows m detail the 
institutions other th~n the Bethune School, which are aided by Government for 
the promotion of female ed~cation .. The grant of Rs. ~,000 a ye~r to the native 
ladies' Normal School at M1rzapur m Calcutta was Withdrawn m the course of 
the year. The period for which it was originally sanctioned having expired, it 
appeared to the ~iell:tenant-Gove;nor that the. school had not answered the 
purposes for winch 1t was ests.bhsbed ;, accordmgly the IP:ant ~as not renewed. · 
The Government expenditure on native female educatwn m Calcutta now • 
stands at Rs. 2,052 a month. 

1.-Zeuana Agencies. 

American Mission Agency 
Church Mission Society's Agency 
Church of Scotland .Agency 
Free Church Age-ncy 

Il.-Normal Schools. 

Free Church Normal School ... 
Church Mission Society's School 

Church of Scotland Orphanages 
Foundling Asylum ... 
Free Church Orphanage 

IlL-Orphanages. 

IV.-Schools for Native Git'ls. 

Dr. Duff's School 
Central , 
Mott's Lane , 
Toltollah , 
Calcutta Hindu , 
Syambazar , 
Dhobapara 
Kidderpore 
Sonai 

.. 

Total 

Monthly grant, 

Rs. A. P. 

752 0 0 
300 0 0 
100 0 0 

90 0 0 

... 1,242 0 0 

... 166 10 8 

... 160 0 0 

Total . .. 326 10 8 

40 0 0 
100 0 0 
75 0 0 

Total .. , 215 0 0 

80 0 0 
50 0 0 
30 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 0 0 
14 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 ---

Total ... 269 0 0 --
251. The comments made in the last annual report, and in the resolution 

of Government thereon, upon the character and value of the instruction given 
by the various zenana agencies, have been the subject of serious consideration by 
the Calcutta Missionary Conference, and of a memorial to Government. The 
conference took exception to certain statements made in the report and in the 
resolution, as conveying a needlessly disparaging idea of the work done by the 
agencies ; and they contested the position advanced by Government that their 
operations in the zenana were to be exclusively or mainly confined to those who 
had previously read in girls' schools. With regard to the last point, it is quite 
clear that such pupils afford much more promising material than any others for 
the attainment of a respectable standard; and it is a source of disappointment that 
so few?£ the pupils in the zenanas have been fitted by previous education to profit 
by t~e mstruction gi ye? them. On the other matters to which exception was taken, 
a ~hffe~enc~ of optmon seems for the ~resent unavoidable; though on certain 
pomts 1t did not appear, from the admissions o£ the memorialists, that there 
was any serious disagreement between their own estimate of the circumstances 
and that which the Government had formed. 
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252. In the year under report, out of 1,639 pupils returned as beinO' in 
zenanas, or in schools connected with zenana agencies, 1\Irs. \\~heeler, the Ins})ec
tress of girl's school11, examined 1,059, besides 267 pupils in !Schools not connected 
with any agency. The standard obtained by each of these pupils at the time 
of examination was recorded by the Inspectress. 'l'he standards are defined 
in the following way. The primary stage, lower section, is that of a child 
who can read little words, can distinguish the different letters composinz 
the wm·ds, can write the alphabet neatly, and can numerate up to 50; and 
who has not gone beyond that standard. In the higher section of the primary 
stage a child should at least be able to read little storieR, to spell words with 
compound letters, to write easy sentences from dictation, and to write and 
count the numbers up to 1,000. If she can answer questions about the stories 
she has been reading, can write such stories from dictation, and spell and 
explain compound words, can numerate up to 5 figures with ciphers, can do a 

, simple addition sum, she is at the upper limits of the primary, and close on 
the middle stage. In the middle stage she should read Bodlwday, write and 
spell well, and do addition and subtraction. If she further knew a little 
grammar and the definitions of geography, could write and spell faultlessly, 
could turn a piece of poetry into prose, and do a multiplication sum, she would 
be approaching the confines of the upper stage. 

253. The standards are not severe. But, applying these standards to the 
1,059 zenana pupils examined by Mrs. Wheeler, it appears that 872 of the pupils 
are in the lower primary stage, 155 in the higher primary, 26 i~ the middle, and 6 
in the upper. The returns furnished by the Superintendents of the zenana agencies 
are not easily reconcileable with those of the Inspectress. Out of a total of 1,639 
pupils 496 are returned as being in the lower primary stage, 711 in the upper 
primary, 246 in the middle stage, and 6 in the upper stage. In other words, 
while l'IIrs. Wheeler reports the proportion of pupils in the lowest stage as being 
82 per cent. of the whole number, the zenana agents themselves place the propor
tion at only 30 per cent. Such a discrepancy throws light on the difficulty 
of introducing any method of payment by standards. The zenana agencies 
demur altogether to the. estimate of the Inspectress, and would hardly accept 
aid at a rate determined by that estimate. On the other hand, if the standards 
and the rates of payment were to be fixed in accordance with the estimate ·~ 
furnished by the agencies, it is to be feared that the grants actually earned by 
them, after an independent examination, would be so small as very seriously 
to cripple the work of education in the zenanas. · 

254. The Inspectress has drawn my attention, as on previous occasions, to 
many grave defects that are to be found in the existing system of zenana teaching. 
These defects are partly in the management, and partly in the character of the 
teachers employed. The want of unity and of a common organization among 
the different agencies; the absence of any sustained effort to enforce the pay
ment of fees ; the multiplication of schools within a limited area; the attempt to 
teach elderly women, ignorant of any previous training; these are defects 
of the first kind. The incapacity ofmany of the Native Christian teachers, and 
the fact that they are not always trustworthy, are defects of the second kind. 
Many of these teachers are self-denying and useful women, and the good that 
they do is not to be questioned; but the supply of such teachers falls far short 
of the assured demand. I have said above that the institution of any reason
able system of payment by standards would probably bring about a large 
reduction in the amount of the Government grants. If this should also have 
the effect of contracting the work of the different agencies within limits more 
closely corresponding to their powers of usefulness, I should not regard the 
result with regret. 

255. Amid the unpleasant duty of pointing out the defects of the system, it 
is very satisfactory to be able to call attention to its brighter aspects. Some of 
the schools connected with the aO'encies deserve special notice for the excellence 
of their manaO'ement and the suc;ess of their teaching. First on the list is the Free 
Church orpha~age and normal school. This ii?-stitution has during rna~y _re~rs 
turned out a succession of capable and well-tramed teachers, and the dtsctphne 
that prevails within its walls is the best guarantee o~ good conduct at a ~ate~ 
day. The Church Mission orphanaO'e and boardmg-school at Agurpara 1s ot 
the same excellent class, and refl:'cts much credit on .Miss Neale and her 
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follow-workers. The American Mission School in 1\faniktollah is very promis
in"': it has lately been placed under the supervision of a teacher trained in the 
fir~t-named institution. Another school of the same mission in Hidaram 
Danerjea's Lane bas also made fair progress. Up to last March this school set 
the good example of charging fees, ranging from one to four annas, to 29 out of 
its 32 pupils. But a Church of Scotland School close by ~evied no fees, and it 
felt itself consequently compelled to abandon the practice. A little school in 
En tally has the advantage of a supervising teacher perfectly familiar with 
Bengali, and therefore able actively to control the work. . 

256. Mrs. Wheeler speaks in very high terms of the work done by the 
ladies of the Zenana Association at Barrackpore. In the zeal with which they 
carry on their d~ties, in !he inter~stwhich th~y take in t~eir pupils, in their care 
for them when swk, and ui the fnendly relatwns that ex1st between themselves 
and the villagers, there is room for nothing but praise. All these teachers 
again have been trained at the Free Church normal school, and th€¥r acquaint
ance with the vernacular makes them peculiarly fitted for their position and 
duties. 

VI.-SPECIAL INSTRUCTION. 

257. This department comprises the subjects of law, medicine, and engi
neering; surveying schools, industrial schools, and the School of Art. The 
general statistics are shown in the following table :-

Statemet1t of Attendance and Expenditure in Schools for Special Instruction in 1878-79. 

Numher of I Pupils. I Receipts trom I Total 
institutions. Government. expenditure. 

Government Law Sclwo/8- Rs. A. P, Rs. ... p, 

I 
Presidency College ... ... . .. .. . ... .. . 1 1M '277 17,010 12 3 Hooghly , ... ... ... ... .. . ... 1 19 0 0 2,400 0 0 Krishn aghur 

" ... ... ... .. . ... . .. 1 6 
'?iii 700 0 0 l>e.cca 

" 
... ... ... ... ... .. . 1 17 7 6 2,835 7 6 Fatna 

" ... ... ... .. . ... . .. 1 21 .. .... 2,400 0 0 ----~-------------Total ... 6 ll92 7 6 24,846 8 9 ----------------------
Civil Engineering Department, Presidency College ... 1 89 34,882 6 0 46,955 u 0 

Medical College, Calcutta ... ... ... ... .. . 1 208 1,59,826 6 0 1,70,982 14 6 
G01Jernment .Medical V eronacula,- Schools- ---- -----

Sealdah ... ... ... . .. ... "' .. . ... 1 290 2M 58 0 0 88,336 0 0 Patnra. ... ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... 1 174 25,935 10 8 26,772 13 1 Dacca ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... .. . 1 112 14,:330 0 5 18,~10 8 6 Cutta.ck ... ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... 1 33 8,926 9 7. 3,926 9 7 -------- -Total ... 4 609 70,550 4 3 87,275 10 1 
Government Su•vey VC1T11<l<Ula• Sclwo/8- -----------

Hoo•hly ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 1 6 2,080 110 2.28~ 8 0 Dacca ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... ... 1 76 2,499 9 5 2,926 9 6 Patna ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... ... 1 47 2,181 6 1 2,5:!2 4 4 Cut tack ... ... ... .. . ... .. . ... .. . 1 37 2,121 14 0 2,295 15 0 ----- ----------------Total ... 4 166 8,832 15 4 10,028 4 9 ----- -----
School of Art ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 1 76 18,144 0 0 19,909 0 0 

.Artizan School4-

Dacca ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 1 20 2,800 8 6 4,416 15 10 Ran chi ... ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... 1 18 1,186 14 llehret,- 9 1,186 14 9-... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 2 111 14,540 0 0 25,794 0 0 ---------------·---Total ... 4 146 18,527 7 3 31,897 ·u 7 

258. Comparing the figures with those for the preceding year it appears 
that the number of _law stude?ts has decreased from 316 to 22r, t.hat the 
!lumber ?f. stude?ts 1~ the MediCal College has increased from 145 to 208, and 
m the Cnrtl Engmeermg De:partmen.t of th~ Pr!;lsidency College from 87 to 89. 
All t?ese departments of mstructwn a!e c_onl?-ected with the University. 
Turnmg t? schools of a lower class, the puplls m vernacular medical schools 
have ~echned from 686 to 609, while those in vernacular survey schools 
hav~ shghtly advanced from 160 to 165. Technical schools number 149 pupils 
an mcrease of one. The attendance in the School of Art has fallen fro~ 
89 to 76. 

y 
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•Pscr.u 259. LAw.-There are five Government colleges to which a law class 
'"sraucrro11. rea~ing for the B.L. degree, is attached. They are the Presidency, Hooghly; 

Knshnaghur, Dacca, and Patna·Colleges. Each college has also a class readin,.,. 
for the first grade pleadership examination of the Hirrh Court. There is ~ 
small class of ·this kind attached to the Chittagong Coll~rre also: it is taurrht 
by the head master, who receives only the fees paid by the students. "It 

. is not included in the return. A class reading for the de!!l'ee is also to be 
opened in the Rajshahye College. The University require~ that, of the full 
course of three years, two must be pursued after the student has taken tho decrree 
of B.A.; hence students commonly join the law classes in their fourth J;'ear. 
The fluctuations to be observed from year to year in the number of law students 
are therefore no indication of the increasing or waning popularity of 
that profession, but depend very closely upon the number of fourth-year students 
at the time, that is, of those who have passed the First Arts examination a year 
before. In December 1876 the exceptionally high number of 274 candidates 
passed the First Arts examination from Bengal, and there was consequently 
an increase in the college law classes in January 1878 from 222 to 316. In 
December 1877 only 184 candidates passed the First Arts examination, and 
the strength of the law classes has consequently declined to 227. 

260. The total expenditure in all law classes has increased from Rs. 23,813 
toRs. 24,146; but the figures given in the above table need correction in one 
very important respect. It will be seen that only two of the classes receive 
grants from Government, the other three paying their own expenses. But the 
Presidency and Patna Colleges pay their own expenses and something over ; 
the excess receipts, which are not shown in the foregoing table, being paid 
into the treasury to the credit of Government. Thus the Presidency College 
had a surplus income of Rs. 1,710, and the Patna College a surplus income of 
Rs. 317. Deducting the cost to Government of the Hooghly and Dacca 
Colleges, amounting to Rs. 992-7-6, there remains a profit on all the law classes 
taken together of Rs. 1,134. This makes a considerable improvement over 
the previous year, when the cost of the Hooghly and Dacca law classes was 
Rs. 595 and Hs. 1,070 respectively. 

261. The following table shows the result of the· examination for the 
degree of Bachelor of Law:-

PABB'RD IN THE-
------""-----, 

No. of 1st division. 2nd division. Total. candidates. 

Presidency College 66 1 35 36 
Hooghly " 

9 3 3 
Krishnaghur " 

2 2 2 
Patna " 

6 6 6 

83 1 46 47 

It will. be observed that the only two law classes which are a source of 
expense to Government show very badly in the Universi~y examinations. T.he 
Dacca Collerre, costing Government Rs. 715, sent no cand1dates to the examm-

. ation, and ~nly one in the previous year. The Hooghly Coll:ge.passed three 
candidates, after having passed none the year before. The pnnc1ple adopted 
by Government in ·establishing these classes is that, so far as may be possible, 
they should be self-supporting. The question of maintaining the Dacca law 
class, or of reducing its cost, is now under the consideration of Government. 

262. Pre.~idency College.-The number of students on the rolls of the Law 
Department on the 31st March for the last four years is given below-

1876. 1877. 1878. 18i9. 

3rd-yeat class 52 32 71 2L 
2nd , 40 69 25 ·13 

1st 70 39 91 78 
" pl~~dership 7 6 10 11 2nd " 6 9 10 8 1st 

Total 175 155 207 1G4 

This shows a decrease of 43 students. Of the 16-! students, IG2 are 
Hindus, one a Mussulman, and one a Christian. The income from fees amounted 



OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 87 

to Rs. 18,721 and the expenditure to Rs. 17,011, showing a su;plus of 
income over expenditure of Rs. 1,710. T?e college s~n~ ~p 66 candid~tes to 
the B.L. examination, of whom one passed m the 1st d1vls1on and 35 m the 
2nd division. Chundra Sekur Sircar, who stood first in the examination, 
obtained the Tagore law scholarship. 

263. Hooghly College.-rrhere were 19 students on the rolls, against 38 of 
the previous year. Six candidates went up for the B.L. examination, of whom 
two passed, both in the 2nd division. One ex-student also passed in the 
2nd division. Tuition fees amounted to Rs. 2,123, and the salary of the Law 
Lecturer toRs. 2,400. Government thus contributed Rs. 227, against Rs. 595 
of the previous year, to meet the cost of a Law Lecturer. 

264. Dacca College.-On the 31st of March 1879 there were 17 pupils on 
the rolls, two less than in the previous year. No candidates went up for the 
B.L. examination. The one candidate who appeared at the pleadership 
examination passed. The total receipts were Rs. 1,620, and expenditure 
Rs. 2,335, showing a cost to Government of Rs. 715, against Rs. 1,070 of the 
previous year. 

265. Patna Oollege.-T4e number of students on the rolls was 21, against 
36 of the previous year. Of the 21, the Beharis numbered 13, the rest being 
Bengalis. Six candidates went up for the B.L. examination, and all were 
successful ; while of four candidates for the higher pleadership examination 
two were successful. The income from fees and fines was Rs. 2, 717, and the 
charges Rs. 2,400, showing a gain to Government of Rs. 317. 

266. Krishnaghur Oollege.-There were six students on the rolls, against 17 
of the previous year. These six students formed the second and third-year law 
classes, no first-year class having been formed. No candidate from the third
year law class appeared at the B.L. examination, but two former students 
succeeded in passing. 

267. 11EnrciNE.~The increase of 63 students in the English classes of the 
Medical College does not imply any fresh increase in the demand for medical 
degrees. For, in the first place, the hospital apprentice class has been nearly 
doubled ; and, in the second, the increase that has actually taken place in the 
number of University students is chiefly caused by the readmission of old 
students, or of those who failed at the final examination of the previous session. 
In vernacular medical schools there is· a loss of students in all except that of 
Cuttack, which shows a gain of one. · 

268. .JJfedical College, Oalcutta.-The college this yEmr completed its 44th 
session. Since the first examination o£ the English classes, now 40 years ago, 
601 students have obtained degrees or licenses in medicine and surgery. Of 
this number, 26 were students from Ceylon. The students of. the Medical 
College are of three classes-(!) scholars and free-students; (2) paying students ; 
and (3) hospital apprentices. Students of the first two classes, who must have 
passed the First Arts examination, pursue a five years' course £or the Univer
sity degrees in medicine. The hospital apprentices enter the college after 
having spent two years with a regiment. They are sent by the military autho
rities, and read in the college for three years, their final examination being 
held by the Professors. · · 

269. 0£ the 145 students on the rolls at the beginning of the session, 41 
were scholars and fi·ee-students, 74 were paying-students, and 30 were hospital 
apprentices. During the course of the session there were ad~pitted 19 scholars 
and free-stuclents; 89 paying-students, o£ whom 69 were readmitted students 
of former yea:.;s; and 46 hospital apprentices, the usual number of this class 
s~mt a~nually being only 15. During the session there were withdrawn 
(mcludmg those who left the college after passing the final examinations) 
19 ~cholars and £ree-stud~nts, 54 pay~ng-students, and 16 hospital apprentices; 
bes1des two more hosp1tal apprentwes, one of whom resigned and one died. 
Hence, at the close o£ the session there remained 41 scholars and free-students 
109 payi~g-students, and 58 liospital apprentices. The number of those reading 
f~r medwal degrees ~as therefor~ raised during the year £rom 115 to 150, 
m~e o£ the latt~r bm?g ~asual students who attend lectures with the object of 
ultimately matnculatmg m some English school of medicine. Of the 150 
students, 32 were iil the first-year, 38 in the second 6 in the third and 74 in 
the fourth-year class. The paucity o£ students in the third, and the absence of 
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students in the fifth-year classes at the close of the year are explained by the 
fact that in l\farch the University examinations of these two classes are held. 

270. The effective desire for medical education is measured by the num
ber o£ new admissions, and there were only 20 against 35 of the previous 
year. 'l'he least satisfactory. circumstance conn~cted with the :Medical College 
1s the large number of paymg-students that w1thdraw year after year without 
completing their course. A large number find themselves unable to pay the 

·fees with regularity, and they are forced to withdraw, many o£ them to be 
readmitted in a subsequent session when they have found the means of 
continuing their studies. In the year under report 48 paying-students with
drew their names before the termination of their course, and 69 who had 
withdrawn in former years were readmitted. 

271. 0£ 60 candidates at the first :M.B. and L.M.S. examinations, 23 
passed, seven o£ whom were placed in the first division. Of 100 candidates at the 
final examinations, 26 passed, one in the first division. Seven o£ these, having. 
already attained to the degree of.B.A., were admitted to the degree of M.B.; 
the rest received the license. Owing to the strict enforcement by the University 
on the last occasion of the rule requiring each candidate to pass in every 
subject and not merely on the aggregate, tha number of failures was very 
much greater than in former years. Of those who passed this year, only one 
was a 1\fussulman, a circumstance which the Surgeon-General remarks with 
regret. In Dr. Irving's experience 1\Iussulmans make excellent Assistant 
Surgeons. The Surgeon-General further calls attention to the fact that. at 
present a number of Assistant Surgeons enter the service of Government who 
pass and obtain a license only after two, three, or even four attempts. Govern
ment has recently ruled that, from the 1st January 1884, the number of 
appointments of Assistant Surgeons will be regulated by the requirements of 
the Medical Department, and that from that date no student of the l.\1edical 
College who inay pass the qualifying examination will be entitled to admission 
to the service as a matter of right. But for four years to come any number 
of this class who apply must be admitted into the service. It would therefore, 
Dr. Irving remarks, be greatly for the benefit of the service if it could bo now 
enacted that any man who failed to pass after a second trial should be ineligible 
for Government employ. The number of supernumeraries for whom there is no 
work at· present is already a large one, and Dr. Irving estimates that at the 
end of four years it will be not less than 150. 

272. Campbell !11edz'cal School, Sealdah.-During the year under report the 
control exercised over the school by the Principal and Council of the Medical 
College terminated under the orders of Government, and the Superintendent of 
this Institution is now directly responsible to the Director of Public Instruction. 
He is thus placed in the same position as the Superintendents of other medical 
schools. 

273. The Superintendent remarks that the classes are too large, and the 
preliminary education of the students as a rule too defective, to allow the instruc
tion given to be as useful as under other conditions it might have been. The 
Surgeon-General strongly endorses this opinion, and thinks that anything like 
academic lecturing, the only course possible when classes are very large, is out 
of place in a school of this kind. These objections have now been met by the 
Resolution of Government, defining the course of instruction to be henceforth 
pursued in t.he school, in which the number of admissions each year is to be 
limited to 50, and more satisfactory guarantees of preliminary education are 
to be enforced. 

274. The number of students on the rolls at the close of the year declined 
from 326 to 247. The number remaining on the books at the beginning of the 
session was 70 less than last year, while the new admissions were 68 more. 
Fifty-seven students passed out of the school by examination, and 126 were 
removed for various causes, 95 being for non-payment of fees, leaving 247 
remaining at the end of the session. · 

275. The Superintendent points out that those students who require to 
remain in the school for more than four years before being able to pass do 
harm to the younger students by setting an example of indolent habits. The 
Surgeon-General is of the same opinion. Dr. Irving has known several students 
of this class subsequently to their school career, and believes them to be almost 
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useless in the service. Dr. Mackenzie thinks that a more euucated class of 
students is gradually being attr~cted tC? the school, but strongly urges the 
abolition of the casual class, wluch consists of students who attend only some 
of the classes of the school, and these for not more than a year or two, return
incr after that time to their native villages, where they practise as qualified 
native doctors. Many of these join the casual class solely because they are 
unable to obtain any one of the preliminary certificates required from regular 
students. The number of this class of students on the rolls has risen from 
47 to 61. The Surgeon-General concurs with Dr. Mackenzie in thinking that 
this class oucrht to be abolished, such irregular and ill-prepared students being 
likely, he thinks, to bring discredit on the practice of medicine and surgery. 
Since the issue of the resolution above referred to, I have instructed the Super
intendent that no more casual students are to be admitted. 

276. ·Of the 103 students who presented them&Jelves at the diploma 
examination, 57 passed. Of the failures, 18 candidates had already competed 
on one, two, or three previous occasions. 

277. The new resolution limits admission for the future to those who can 
present certificates of having passed (a) the entrance examination, (b) the 
entrance examination in two or more subjects, (c) the middle English, or (d) 
the middle vernacular scholarship examination. In this connection it is useful 
to point out the proportion of students with various kinds of preliminary 
training who failed at t.he class examinations. Of entrance certificate-holders 
3·57 per cent. were incompetent; of middle English candidates 18·3 per cent.; 
of middle vernacular candidates 32·32 per cent. ; while of the holders of head
masters' certificates 43·47 per cent. were incompetent. 

278. . The old lecture-room was accidentally burnt down in June last, 
having caught fire from sparks from a burning village in the neighbourhood. 
A new chemistry lecture-room, sanctioned some years back, has been com
pleted and made over by the Public Works Department, and the lecture
theatre has been repaired and strel)gthened. 

279. Dacca J,Iedical School.-At the end of the session there were 30 
students in the fifth-year class, 30 in the fourth-year, 27 in the third-year, and 
25 iu the first-year, making a total of 112 on the rolls. The number on tha rolls 
in 1875-76, the year in which the school was opened, was 325, the novelty of 
the scheme having attracted many students. But since it has been discovered 
that Government does not bind itself to provide employment for all students 
passing out of the school, the entries are much fewer than at first. The 
Superintendent reports that the final i3xamination of the third, fourth, and 
fifth-year classes discovered great faults in the system of teaching anatomy, 
too high a standard having been aimed at to the neglect of the commoner but 
all-important points. The chemical teaching also appeared to have been in 
some respects wanting. 1\Ieasures have been taken to remedy these defects. 

280. The final examination for diplomas ·was held by Surgeon Kali Podda 
Gupta, Surgeon Peevor, and the Superintendent, Dr. Crombie. Fifty-seven 
students presented themselves, but of that number 22 were disqualified for 
irregular attendance at hospital and at lectures. Of the remaining 35, diplo-
mas were granted to 23. · 

281. Temple J,Iedical School, Bankipore.-At the commencement of the session 
there were in the military class 135 students, and in the civil class 81, making 
a total of 216. This number was reduced to 174 on the 31st of March, 
14 having left the military class and 28 the civil. 'l'he latter number includes 
three fourth-year students, who finally passed, after having been remanded for 
six months' further study in December 1878 . 

. . 282. At th.e ~nal examination on the 31st March 1879, fifty-six students (49 · 
n;nhtary and 7 ClVIl) pas~ed, _and four (2 military and 2 civil) were remanded for 
s1x m:mths: The exammatwn was a searching one, and consisted of six oral 
questwns m anatomy, in surgery, in medicine, and in materia medica and 
three in. medi~al juri~prudence, in chemistry, and in midwifery. The students 
~ere also exammed chnically, and tested by means of dissections and operations 
m surgery. 

The Surgeon-<? eneral considers the results of the examination very satis
factory, and espeCially approves of the practical nature of the test in anatomy. 
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sp•cu.L Dr. Irving has had several of the civil hospital assistants educated at the 
'"aTaucno~r. 'l'e~ple School under his o'Yn subsequ?nt observation, and he can testify to their 

makmg such excellent medwal subordmates that, after the final examination 
above referred to, he informed the Principal that he would be prepared to 
take into the service all the civil class students who had passed and were 
desirous of Government employment. 

283. During the year under report an additional barrack has been erected 
at a cost of Rs. 1,790, several repairs have been executed, and the roofs of both 
theatres have been raised eight feet, a step urgently required on sanitary 
grounds. · · 

284. Cuttack .!lledieal School.-The final examination of the students who 
had finished the three years' course was held for the first time in March 1879. 
Fourteen students presented themselves, all of whom with one exception 
acquitted themselves with credit and were considered deserving of diplomas 
in medicine and surgery. Four of the students were reported as havinO' made 
remarkably good progress, and as giving promise of becoming very s~perior 
medical subordinates. Dr. Stewart points to these results as proving that 
natives of Orissa can be successfully trained to become qualified and intel
ligent medical practitioners. Two of the passed students have already obtained 
appointments, one in Sumbulpore and the other in Khoorda; and the Super
intendent points out that in Orissa proper and in the several hill States extend
ing between it and Sumbulpore there exists a large field into which trained 
medical practitioners may be introduced. 

The Surg~on-General considers that the school has made ve~-y satisfactory 
progress, and IS glad to observe that the want of text-books m the Orissa 
language is gradually being supplied. Dr. Stewart and the teachers of 
the school are preparing some most useful elementary manuals:· one on 
physics is already completed: another on physiology will shortly be sent to 
the press. 

The Maharajah of l\fohurbhunj made a donation of Rs. 1,000 to the school 
for the purchase of instruments. . 

285. CIVIL ENGINEERING.-The only institution for the training of Engineers 
is the Civil Engineering Department of the Presidency .College. The numbers 
in that institution have fallen from 152 in 1876 to 89 in the year under report. 
There is at present no great demand for the services in the Public Works 
Department of the students who pass through this College, but efforts are 
being made to find an opening for them in the various district establishments 
that are growing up in Bengal. · 

286. The Committee appointed by Government in January 1878 to consider 
the question of the establishment of a practical training institution for Engineers 
at Calcutta in connexion with the workshops of the Public Works Department 
have, it is understood, submitted their report. In the scheme which the 
Committee recommend for adoption, provision is made for the training, both 
theoretical and practical, of Mechanical as well as Civil Engineers, and also of 
subordinates in both branches of work. The settlement of the question has 
been postponed on account of some delay that has arisen in effecting the transfer 
to Government of the Bishop's College building, and the orders of Government 
are awaited. 

287. Civil Engineering Department, Presidency College.-The following table 
shows the number of students on the rolls of this department on the 31st of March 
for the last four years :- • 

1876. I 1877. l Js;s. I 1879. 

n,gular I Out· I Re~ular I Out· I n,<rular I Out. 
students. students. students. students. students. students. 

nc.ulnr I Out· 
studcuts . .;turlcnts. 

Third-year class . ... ... . .. ... ... ... "~ " 1 · 21 1 ...... 11 . ..... 
Second ,, ., ... ... ... . .. . .. ••. 50 1 46 271 ...... 3fJ ...... 
}'irst .. .. ... ... ... -· . .. ... 88 1 47 1 39 •....• <8 ...... --- -- ---- ---

Total ... 152 2 123 2 87 .....• 89 ...... 
--

The above table shows an increase of two over last year. The fees collected 
during the year amounted to Rs. 6,073-8, and the gross expenditure to 
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Rs 40 955-14. The corresponding figures for the previous year were Rs. 6, 720-8 sPBOIAL 

and R~. 34,288-9-1. The fact that the receipts were larger in the previous year INsrnucrlo!f. 

is accounted for by the avera"'e monthly attendance, which has declined 
from 97 to 87. On the 1st ~f April 1877 the department contained 121 
students. 'Ibis fi"'ure gradually dwindled down to 87. 'fhere were only 
85 students on th"'e 1st of April 1878 and the number has remained nearly 
constant throughout the year. The increase in. expenditm:e is ~ue to ~he 
promotion of the Professors and the annual mcrements m . theu salanes. 
The cost of each student to. Government this year has been Rs. 465-1-6, 
a"'ainst Rs. 324-5-7 in the previous year. 

"' 288. 'l'he annual examination of the first and second-year_ classes was held as 
usual at the be"'inninO' of May. The number of students on the rolls of the first
year class at the tim~ of examination was 38, and of these ~7 were present. '!'he 
result of the examination was that only 19 out of 37 students were found 
worthy of promotion. Of those who failed to obtain promotion, 12 rejoined 
the first-year class for another year's study, and six left the College. 

289. The second-year class at the time of examination consisted of 27 
students, 26 of whom were present. Of these, 12 were found qualified for 
promotion into the third-year class, and all the 12 joined it; two were. 
expelled ~or copying, and have left the College. The_ 12 who failed in the 
examinatwn were allowed to read for another year m the second-year class. 
Upon the result of this examination a :~forbes mem~rial_ scholarship was awarded 
to Hari Cburan Basu, who stood first m the exammatwn. The other scholar
ship was not awarded. 

290. Twenty-eight students from the third-year class registered themselves 
for the University examinations, seven for the degree of B.C.E. and 21 for 
the license in Engineering. All the candidates were present at the time of 
examination. 

Of the seven B.C. E. candidates only one was successful; of the 21 L.C.E. 
candidates five were successful. On the result of the University examinations, 
seven Assistan~ Engineer's certificates were granted, and four Sub-Engineer's 
certificates. These certificates will no longer be granted on the result of the 
University examinations. The Principal followed the practice which he found 
in existence when he took charge of the College; but in accordance with a 
recent ruling of Government it will be discontinued. 

·One Bachelor and the four highest of the Licentiates received scholarships 
of Rs. 50 a month tenable for two years, during which period they are attached 
to the Government workshops at the Presidency, and afterwards to works in 
progress, for the purpose of receiving practical training in their profession. 

291. Candidates who fail to obtain certificates at the annual College examin
ation are admissible to the half-yearly examination of candidates for employment 
and promotion in the Public Works Department. These examinations are held 
in February and August. Taking into account the certificates granted on the 
result of these examinations, the following is the number granted during the 
~u~ . 

For the grade of Assistant Engineer 
Ditto Sub-Engineer 

Overseer 
Sub-Overseer 

Total 

7 
4 
7 

10 

28 

292. Hooghly Survep School.-There were 12 students on the rolls on the 
31st March 1878, and only 5 on the same date this year. The number was 
further reduced by the withdrawal of 2 students; and the school has been 
abolished since the close of the year, the students being offered their choice of 
transfer to Patna or to Dacca. 'fhe expenditure amounted to Rs. 2 284 and the 
income £rom tuition £ees to Rs. 80. ' ' 

293. Dacca Survey Sclwol.-The numbers on the rolls have increased from 
38 to 76. This i:r;J.Crease. is ~ue to the fact that . the 15 students who passed 
out of the school m the prevwus year have all been provided with appoint
ments. After the exa~ination o£ the .first-year class 15 students were 
promoted_, of whom 6 obtamed Government scholarships and 2 Vizianagram 
scholarships of Rs. 5 each. · 



92 REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

opacu.L The final examination of the second-year class was conducted by 
'""TaucTJoB. Mr. Scott, Executive Engineer, the Assistant Engineer, the Hoad Cess Over

seer of the district, and two officers of the College. Of 20 candidates 14 were 
successful. The receipts from schooling fees and fines amounted to Us. 427 and 
the gross expenditure toRs. 2,927, against Rs. 424 and Rs. 2,510 of the' pre
vious year. A theodolite has been purchased for the school at a cost of 
Rs. 275. 
· 294. Patna Survey Scltool.-The number of pupils borne on the rolls has 
decreased from 74 to 47. The amount realized from fees and fines was Rs. 391, 
against Rs. 632 of the previous year. The expenditure was Rs. 2,522, or 
about Rs. 58 less than for the previous year. The majority of the pupils are 
Mahomedans, who number 35 to 12 Hindus. 

On the result of the examination of the first-year class, six Government 
and two Vizianagram scholarships were awarded. Thirteen candidates were 
examined, of whom four failed. The examination of the second-year .class 
was conducted by 1\fr. Nixon, of the Public Works Department, and the Profes
sors of the College. Out of 23 students who appeared at the examination 14 
passed. 

This is a much more satisfactory result than was shown last year, when out 
of 30 candidates only 11 passed. . 

295. Outtack Surve.?J School.-The number on the rolls has increased from 
. 36 to 37. The sum realized in fees and fines amounted to Rs. 17 4, and the 
expenditure to Rs. 2,296. The latter amount has been swelled by the cost of 
survey instruments and furniture. 'l'he final examination of the second year 
was conducted by Mr. Macmillan, Executive Engineer, and the Assistant Pro
fessor of the College. Out of 13 candidates 12 were successful. 

'l'he first-year class was examined by the second· master and one of the 
officers of the College. Of the 19 pupils in the class 13 were promoted. 

The Khoorda revenue survey and the Orissa cadastral survey are expected 
to give a great impetus to the teaching of surveying, by providing work for 
those who pass out of the school. . · 

296. INDUSTRIAL ScHOOLs.-There are four industrial schools: those attach
ed to the European and native workshops at Dehree, and the Dacca and 
Ranchi schools. 

297. The Dehree Schools.-There were 48 European and 3 Bengali pupils 
in one school and 60 native pupils in the other. Of the latter, 40 were 
Hindus, 19 :M:ahomedans, and 1 a Christian. The total expenditure of the 
European workshop boarding-school was Rs. 25,254, and of the native school 
Rs. 540. No report on these schools is furnished to the Education Depart
ment. 

298. The Dacca School.-The number of pupils has slightly declined from 
25 to 20. The total expenditure has been Rs. 1,510. 

299. The Inspector writes of the school:-" Of the 20 boys in the school 
nine were learning carpentry and 11 were attached to the smithy. Last year the 
carpentry department monopolised a majority of the students; but since the 
appointment of one of the students as Vice-Manager of 1\Ir. David's jute 
press at Naraingunge, the smithy has become very popular." 

300. The Banclti School.-The number on the rolls has decreased from 26 
to 18. Of these 17 are Christians, mostly Kols, and one a Hindu. The 
school is under the superintendence of Mr. Herzog, a lay member of the 
Anglican mission. 

. 301. The Assistant Inspector writes of the school:-
" The pupils of the school were practised during the year in the arts of 

smithin"' and carpentry by teachers appointed for the purpose. Besides these 
they w:re ta?ght to read an~ write a~d do a little a~·ithmetic .. Thirteen of the. 
pupils are said to have been m the middle and five m the pnmary stage, of 
whom only one was unable to read and understood simple sentences in his 
vernacular. When I visited this school, in the beginning of April last, there 
were 13 pupils on the rolls; of whom 11 were in attendance. Of these, I 0 
were learning carpentry and one smithing ; eight could read and understand 
simple sentences in Hindi, and three. could n?t do so. There were . no 
boys at the time who could be classed m the middle stage. The establish
ment consisted of a munshi on Rs. 81 a head carpenter on Ra. 10, a Llack-
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"mith on Rs. 5 and five assistants on Rs. 23-8 a month: in all R~. 46-8. 
Besides the b pupils received a stipend of Rs. 2 each, amountmg to 
Rs. 26. The total amount of establishment charges was therefore Rs. 72-8 

a month. . · h h 1 
" I also inspected some o£ the articles manufa_ctured m t e s~ oo . 

-These consisted in the carpentry department of chans, bencJ:les, almu~hs, 
chest-of-drawers, andfal clwwkis (native '!ashing stools). of ordmary quabty. 
On enquiry, however, I was told that, with the exceptiOn of the last-named 
article which was undoubtedly very roughly done, all the other~ were the 
work ~£ the master and his assistants, the pupil~ having ha~ very !Ittle hand 
in their production_, b.eyond perhaps the. sawmg o£ the ~rmbers mto pl~n~s 
and planing and polishmg them. The artiCles pr?duced m the ,blacksmiths 
department were iron grates, nails, and screws, which were also said to be the 
work of the master and his assistants. 

" The total expenditure on the school, as shown in the returns, _was 
Rs. 1 186-14-9 "during the year, against Rs. 1,770-8-9, the amount o£ recetpts, 
inclucling the sale proceeds o£ the articles manufactured." 

302. ScHooL oF ART.-On the 31st March there were 76 students on the 
roll o£ whom 69 were Hindus. Besides the 76 remaining on the roll. at the 
clo;e of the official year, 51 students had been in the. sch~ol for _longer. or 
shorter periods, so that the total number who had received mstructwn durmg 
the year was 127. The numbers in the different classes on the 31st March 
were-

In the elementary classes, i.e. t.hosP extending from the first outline work 
(taught from the black board) to simple light and shade from the 
round ... ... ... ... ... 

Higher drawing in light and shade from the antique and from nature 
Architectural,_ mechanical, and engineering drawing ... 
Wood-engraving 
Lithography 
Painting 

. . 

Students. 

29 
20 
115 
12 
1() 
10 

· 303. The total o£ the foregoing numbers amounts to more than the number 
of students on the roll ; but this is explained by the fact that some of them work 
in more than one class, for example, in the drawing class in the morning, and 
engraving or lithography class in the afternoon. The Principal repeats with 
satisfaction his statement o£ last year, that continued improvement is taking· 
place with regard to the length of time the students remain in the school. Out 
of the 76 students on the 31st Marcht 40 had been in the school from two 
and a half to thTee years. Mr. Locke co;ntinues :-"It is much to be regretted 
that the raw material which comes to us is. so very raw. We have to begin 
absolutely at the beginning-black-board work-with our new students, which 
is as though at the Presidency or the Medical College the students had to 
begin their course by learning to read and write. This state of things · will 
doubtless continue as long as simple outline drawing (of the most elementary 
kind) is ·not placed beside reading and writing as part of the course of 
instruction given· in every school, even the humblest, receiving Government 
aid. It has been so in every parish school in England, for the last 25 years. 
JS o parochial schoolmaster can get a certificate unless he can teach the drawing 
of simple figures on the blackboard." 
. 304. The progress made by the students in the School of Art continues to 

be very satisfactory. The school still maintains, and in some directions, as, for 
instance, in the studies from life, has certainly advanced considerably beyond 
the standard which, as far back as 1873; elicited from Lord Northbrook 
the following encomium in the course of an address to the students of the 
Medical College:-" I had the pleasure the other morning o£ visiting the 
School of Art in this city, and I was exceedingly struck with the great merit 
of the work of several of the students in that school. There was some 
work in ~ood-engraving, lithography, painting, and drawing executed in that 
school whiCh would, I do not hesitate to say, be a credit to any institution of 
the same class in any part of England." 

As Hi~ Excellency was w:ell acquainted with English schools of art, this 
commendatwn of the Bengah students of the Calcutta school is greatly valued 
by the Principal. 

2 4. 

IPBOUL 

Ilf8TBt10TIOII. 



94 REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

spucuL ~05. rr:h.at they cont~nue to deserve it seem~ to be abundantly shown by 
'""TsvcTIOJf, the lngh posttlon whiCh theu works took at the Fme Art Exhibition held in 

Calcutta last cold weather. Fourteen students and ex-students of the school 
contributed no fewer than 66 paintings and other studies from life and 122 
sp~cimens of wood-e?graving and lithography,, and they carried' off four 
pnzes and three certificates of honorabl~ mentwn. As there were only nine 
prizes for which, by the terms of the competition, they were elirrible, and only 
seven for which they actually competed, the result must, I think~ be rerrarded a,; 
highly satisfactory. Among all the competitors the only one wb~ gaineJ 
two prizes was Nobocoomar Biswas, of the School of Art, to whom was 
awarded Maharaja~ Jotendro 'Mohun Tagore's P.rize for the best painting in 
water-colour of fru1t or flowers, and the 1\laharaJah of Burdwan's prize for the 
best figure-subject in water-colour. Concerning the latter, 1\lr. Locke quotes 
with approbation one out of ntany friendly criticisms that appeared in tho news
papers of the day, to the effect that it was " incomparably the best picture in 
the Exhibition, in the sense of being the most complete and successful within its 
aims." Of two of the students, Nobocoomar Biswas and Annoda Prosad Bagchi, 
it was further said that '' they can hold their own in their own lines agaimt all 
comers," and the " architectural lithographs of the last-mentioned student arc 
excellent." 

306. ART GALLERY.-The only additions made to the Gallery during the 
year are the pictures which, as stated in the last report, 1\Ir. Justice Prinsep 
had kindly consented to purchase during his visit to England. 

Two academy sketches of heads by LeGros. 
Figure study by Watts, R.A. 
Seashore study by V. Prinsep, R.A. 
The cost of these pictures was Rs. 3,280, and they are regarded as very 

valuable additions to the Gallery. 
307. The expenditure during the year out of the annual grant of 

Rs. 10,000 was as follows:-

Rent and taxes 

Establishment 

Purchase of pictures 

Contingencies 

Total 

Rs. A, p, 

3,204 3 4 

1,207 6 0 

3,280 0 0 

32·t 9 0 

8,076 2 4 

308. NoRMAL ScnooLs.-Six schools of this class have been closeJ during 
the year; they are those of Midnapore, Gya, Chupra\ l\Iozufferporo, and 
Moncrbyr all of the third grade, and the Bhagulpore Normal School of the 
seco~d grade. The largely-extended sphere of. operations of the pr~mary 
grant has made it hopeless to attempt to tram any but a small fractwn of 
the teachers of pathsalas. Third grade sc~ools. have t~erefure ?eon dosed in 
all districts in which secondary educatwn IS suffiCiently Widely spread to 
provide a fair supply of school trained teachers to take employment in pri
mary schools. The Bhagulpore school was .rendered unnecessary by the 
reorganisation of the Patna Normal School, whwh has now been so strength-
ened as to supply teachers for the secondary schools of all Behar. . 

· The Purneah and Purulia schools have also been closed smce tl10 
end of the year. Those tbat now remain are 15 in nuJ:?ber, beside~ tl:e 
boarding-,school at Rangamutti in the Hill Tracts of Clnttagong, winch IS 

returned as a normal school. Seven are of the first grade, namely, those of 
Calcutta, Hooghly, Beauleah, Dacca, Patna, llanchee, a1_1d Cuttack; that ~t 
ChittaO'on(J' is of the second grade; and seven are of the thu·d grade, at J ul }JI
O'Oree "'nu~bhunrra l\Iotihari IIazaribacrh, Chvebassa, Dal::tsore, and Poorec. 
b , b ' ' ,.., .! 1 . . 

309. The following is the result of the vernacular masters np exannn-
ation of 1878 for the pupils of first and second grade schools; those of Cut tack, 



OP PUDLIC INSTRUCTION. 95 

Patna, and Ranchi, in which the language taught is not Bengali, are excluood 
from the common examinations:-

Vernacular JJiasfel·sllr'p E.vaminalion, 187 8. 

FIRST GRADE CEBTI• SECOND GRADH CERTI .. THIRD GRADE CEilTJ• GRAND 
PICATEB. FICATB9. PIOATBB. TOTAL OP-

~ .; .; 
" " 1! 5 .,; ~ .,; N A)!B OP SCHOOL. " c; ~ 
c; " ~ c; 

~ ~ 
~,; 8 ~,; -~ ~~ 

I " " .ll~ "' "" "' "" "' ~ .,; ..,~ 

s~ ..d ~ 

i> ~ 
..,. 

~ :a ~ 3 s-1l ..d 10 ";! ~ :g s., 
"' ~ 

~·-
.., 

.s i;a ill " 0 ~il ill .s -'5 " z"" ill );! E< ;;! ~ E< z "' E< 0 "" -
Hoollhly ... ... 12 1 5 6 12 23 ... 11 10 21 26 2 11 g 22 01 rsr. ... 

7 2 3 5 8 I 4 5 23 ... 2 7 g as IU Cnl<'utta. .... ... ... .. . ... 
2 9 11 D 2 6 8 19 2 g 11 3D 30 R1\ulenh ... 11 ·- ... ... ... ... 

15 7 7 12 ... .. . 4 4 10 ... 4 11 15 46 26 Dacca ... ... ... ... 
4 4 7 2 2 8 1 3 4 21 10 Chitta~rong ... ... 6 ... ... ... . .. ... 

Private students ... 2 ... . .. 4 ... 
~ 

13 ... 3 8 10 3 - - - - -
Totnl ... 53 I 1 g 29 39 63 ... 14 26 40 108 2 20 42 64 224 143 

310. The Hooghly normal school is again easily first, and that of Bauleah 
second. The continued ill-success of the Calcutta and Dacca schools .points 
to pe~·manent adverse conditions, no! necessarily imply~ng fa~lure of duty on 
the part of the teachers, who are, with hardly an exceptwn, tned and competent 
men. 'fhe decline of these two schools has been the object of much anxious 
thought during the past two years, a decline made all the ;more noticeable ~y 
the successes achieved by both in former days. At Dacca, it is alleged that the 
competition of the vernacular medical and survey schools takes away the best 
scholarship candidates, who no longer enter the normal school. Babu Dinonath 
Sen for many years head-master of the school, has been transferred as 
Assistant Inspector to Chittagong, and the school is now under the charge of 
Babu Jao-at Bandhu Laha, M.A., a capable and experienced officer, to whose 
energy a~d ability are chiefly due the high position of the Barisal zillah school, 
of which he was the head-master. ·If he cannot make the school succeed, it will 
be evident that the causes of failure lie outside the question of efficient or 
inefficient teaching. The Calcutta school bas several difficulties to contend 
with, which have oft~n been pointed out. The head-master is fully awake 

. to the critical circumstances which surround him. He can offer no explanation 
whatever of the failure of his candidates for two and even for three successive 
years in a general competition. He maintains that no pains were spared on the 
part of any teacher to ensure the success of the school, and he is sanguine of 
better results if time be allowed. The examination of next December may 
throw light upon the very difficult and unsatisfactory question. . 

311. 'l'he Patna normal school has been reorganised with a strong establish
ment and a stipend allowance for 100 students: an English department has 
also been added. 'l'he cost of this school has been raised from Rs. 680 to Rs.l,060 
a month, and the distribution of its stipends on the result of the middle scholar
ship examination has been so arranged as to provide for a supply of pundits to 
each district in the Behar Circle. The head-master, Rai Sohan Lal, having 
been appointed Hindi translator· to Government, Babu Kali Kumar l\fittra, B.A., 

was transferred from the head-mastership of the Arrah zillah school to succeed 
him. 

312. The normal schools at Ranchi and Cuttack are said to be doing useful 
work, though of the latter the Joint-Inspector observes that the quality of the 
outturn seems to have· somewhat deteriorated of late. He points to certain 
defects in the constitution of the school which will receive consideration. 

313. The first grade normal schools of the province now demand all the care
ful attention 'Yhich the Inspec~ors andmyse!f can give to them. There is no part 
of the educatiOnal system whiCh has more Importance, for on their sound condi
tion depends the quality of middle education, both vernacular and English, and 
consequently the success of the whole secondary system. These schools are in 
general most efficiently officered, and the chief needs of the time seem to be 
jh·stly, to _ensure the attainments and capacity of the students who are to profit by · 
the tc~clun9 ,i a~d 8econ~ly, to secure an ad~quate and ~ustain~d supply of such 
matenal. .1 he first regmrement depends chlefl:y on the mspectmg officers. For 
the seco_nd, It appears hJwly that! w1thout some mcrease to the stipend-allowance, 
there Will be difficulty m supplymg the demands of the middle schools. 

81'HCUL 
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oPmu • 314. The following table shows the outturn of gurus trained m third 
tNsraucrroll'. grade normal schools:-

Number of Gurus 1vho obtained Certificates during t!1e year. 

DIVISION. I First grade. I Second grade. I Third grade. I Total. 

Rurdwan 
· Presidency 

Cnlcutta 
Rajshahye 
Dacca 
Chittagong 
Patna 
Bhagulpore 
Oris~a 
Chota.-Nagpore ... 

... , ... 7 

""'6 

"'17 
11 
48 
48 

17 24 

...... 
10 

14 6 '"ii7 
14 2 27 
35 ..... 78 

'" !16 ---------------Total 132 128 12 272 

It is obvious how far short of the demand for teachers of primary schools 
the actual supply falls. Yet they seem to fix and to maintain a standard of 
efficiency which might otherwise suffer decline; and, as regards the two schools 
of Balasore and Pooree, the Joint-Inspector urges the necessity of keeping 
them up for some years to come, at least until an alternative source of supply 
is provided. For the present the number of higher and middle schools is too 
small to exercise any perceptible influence on the masses. 

315. MADRASSAs.-The following is a comparative statement of the 
attendance and expenditure on Madrassas for the last year:-

Madrasab. No. of Receipts from Total 
pupils. Government. e1pend1ture. 

Rs. Rs. 
Calcutta 223 7,978 9,174 
Hooghly 23 1,650 l,HO 
Rajshahye 51 6,604 6,696 
Dacca 195 9,435 9,725 
Chittagong 126 6,740 7,045 
Joraghat 55 • 446 806 

Total '673 32,853 35,186 

The Calcutta Madrassa is supported from general revenues : 'the other five are 
maintained by the 1\Iohsin Endowment Fund. 

316. The policy of Government with regard to the administration of this 
Fund was fully explained in my last two reports. It will be sufficient here to 
notice that that policy has been continued during the past year, and that facilities 
have been given for the study of English within the Madrassas, whenaver a 
genuine desire to learn that language was manifested, by the appointment of 
English-speaking moulvies and by the allotment of Anglo-Persian scholarships 
chargeable to the :M:ohsin Fund. · 

317. The exact amount of this Fund available for educational purposes is at 
present the subject of investigation, but it has been roughly estimated at between 
Rs. 55,000 and Rs. 56,000. 'l'he following statement shows the present 
distribution of the income from the Endowment:-

Rs. 
Assignments to four madrassas 27,600 

Ditto to branch madrassa at Joraghat 480 
Ditto for payment of two-thirds fees in colleges and schools, and part 

payment of Arabic and Persian teachers ••• 18,580 
Mohsin scholarships 9,072 
Assignment to the Sylhet zillah school · 800 

Total 6G,532 

Considerable savings occur in the expenditure from these assignments; 
and a scholarship of Rs. 2,000 was granted in the course of the year to Syed 
Hossein, son of Moulvi Zainuddin Hossein, a well-known 1\!ahomedan gentleman 
of Patna, to enable the former to visit England, where he desired to prosecute 
his studies. 
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318. The following is a completo list of tho present Mohsin scholarships:

.tl..-Madrassa (Arabic) Scliolarships. 

Calcutta ... f 
4 scholarships at Rs. 10 fot one year 
4 , JJ 8 , 

... 4 n , 6 , 
4 " , 4 " 

[2 " " 
6 " 

Chittagong 2 " " 5 " ... ~ " " 4 " 
" 

,, 3 " 

Hooghly ... } .<i ( 2 " " 8 " Dacca ... ij 2 6 
Rajshahye ... "' t 2 " 4 " 

Total Arabia scholarships 

B.-School (English) Scholarships. 

Calcutta Mad- ~ 3 scholarships at Rs. 5 for one year ... 
rassa, Anglo- 3 4 
Persian Depart- " " " ·• · 
ment. 3 " " 3 " ''' 

Branch school ... 4 , , 3 , 

.. ;{i " 5 
Hooghly " " 4 

" 3 " 

Dacca ""}..o:i f " " '5 ,. 
Rajshahye ... ij 2 " " 4 " Chittagong... "' 2 " " 3 " 

Total School scholarships 

Dacca 

Rajshahye 
Chittagong 

0.-.tl.ilitional English Scholm·sMps. 

{

2 scholarships at Rs. 5 for one year 
... 2 " , 4 , 

2 , " 3 " 
2 , , 3 for four years 
2 , , 4 for three years 

Total additional scholarships 

D.-Senior Sc!tolarships open to alt Colleges. 

1 scholarship at Rs. 16 for two years 
2 scholarships , 14 , 
2 12 " 

Calcutta Madrassa, .Anglo· 
Persian Department 

Hooghly 
Dacca 
Chittagong 
Rnjshahye 

Total senior scholarships 

Junior Schola?·sltips. 

2 scholarships at Rs, 10 for two years 
2, ,8" 
2 , " 8 
1 " 8 
1 " 8 

,. 

Total junior scholarships 

Grand total of Mohsin scholarships 

Rs. Rs. 

4SO 
384 
288 
192 

144 
120 

96 
72 

192 
144 

96 

1,344 

432 

432 X 3=1,296 

180 
14·1. 
108 

144 

180 
... 144 
... 108 

120 
96 
72 

3,072 

576 

432 

288 X 3= 864 

::: }288 

... 288 

... 288 

384 
672 
576 

480 
384 
384 
192 
192 

... 1,872 

864 

1,632 

1,632 

9,072 

2B 
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enot.u. 319. The central examination of all the Uadrassas was held in Novem-
t~<ernucrro!l', ber. The following table shows the number of candidates and the results of 

this examination for each l\Iadrassa :-

Central E:cam{nalion of Madrassas, 1878. 

NU:MDER WHO PASSED IN-

CLABBBS. Madmssa. Nnmher of Totnl number 
candidates. 

1st I 2nd I 3rd 
passed. 

division. division. division. 

•th year class ... . .. Calcutta ... 17 9 8 4 16 
Ducca. 4 8 1 ...... 4 

8rd year class ... ... Calcutta ... 20 6 2 4 12 
Dacca. 5 3 1 t 
Hooghly ::: 6 2 8 5 
Chittagong .. , 5 3 1 ...... • 2nd year class ... ... Calcutta. ,,, 25 5 1 2 8 
nacca 12 ...... 8 4 7 
Chit tR~ong ::: 8 1 t 2 7 
Rajshnhye ... 5 4 1 ...... 5 

lsi year class ... ... Culcutta. ... 2~ 5 2 9 16 
D11cea 18 5 t 6 15 
Chittn~~:ong ::: 15 ...... 1 5 6 
Rujshahye ... 8 2 1 3 --------------Total 167 48 28 36 112 

It will be seen from the above table that out of 167 candidates present at the 
examination 112 passed, of whom 48 were placed in the first, 28 in the second, 
and 36 in the third division. These results compare favourably with those of 
the previous year, in which out of 161 candidates 86 only were successful, who 
were classed as follows-52 in the first, 21 in the second, and 13 in the third 
division. 

320. Calcutta Jliadmssa.-The serious loss which the l\Iadrassa suffered 
~ the death of l\Ir. H. Blochmann, the late Principal, was the subject of 
notice by Government in the Resolution on last year's report. In August 
1878 l\fr. A. E. Gough succeeded to the Principalship. 

The number of students on the rolls of the 1\fad.rassa and its branch school 
on the 31st l\farch 1879 was 1,015, against 1,012 in 1878. 'rhere is a slig-ht 
but steady increase from year to year. Of the pupils, 223 belonged to the 
Arabic department, 393 belonged to the Anglo-Persian department, 399 to the 
Colinga Branch School. 

· Of the I ,015 pupils, 653 study English as well as Oriental languages, 
and the rest Oriental languages only. The students of the Arabic department 
are without exception Sunnis; in the Anglo-Persian department there are 18 
Shiahs, and 2 Shiahs out of 399 pupils in the Branch School. Forty-two of 
the students are boarders. 

The total expenditure was as follows :~ 

Arabic Department 
Anglo-Persian Department 
Colinga Branch School 

Total 

Rs. 
9,174 

16,900 
5,:!79 

31,353 

The fees amounted toRs. 6,902. · The annual grant for the l\Iadrassa has 
been reduced since the beginning of tho year to Rs. 33,000. 

Arabic JJepartment.-The annual examination of the senior classes was 
conducted by the central board of examiners for :Uad.rassas. Out of 86 
candidates, 52 passed. In the junior examination 41 candidates out of 66 passed. 

Anglo-Persian JJepartment.-Twenty-four candidates appeared at the 
Entrance examination, of whom 8 passed, one being placed in the first division. 

321. llooghly Jliadrassa.-'fhe number on the rolls is the same as that of 
last year, 23, and the averarre daily attendance was 14. The Principal of the 
College .remarks that the madrassa has been going on in this weak way for 
some years past, the num~e~·s on the rolls remai~ing much t~1e same. T~e 
JoraO'hat Branch 1\Iad.rassa; w1th a roll number of 5o students, w1ll probably m 
a fe~ years be far enough advanced to supply pupils to the Hooghl.y M~drass~, 
having been established with that object. At the annual exammahons s1x 
students of the senior third-year class and five of the junior competed for 
scholarships, of which five were awarded to the senior candidates and one to 
a junior. There are at present no students in the third, second, or fi;rst-year 
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classes o£ the senior department. The expenditure, consisting only o£ the 
salaries o£ the moulvics, was Rs. 1,7 40. . . 

322. Rajslwlq;e .Madrassa.-The number on the rolls has nsen from 45 to 
51 durino- the year an increase attributed to improved health in the town. An 
addition~] class ha~ been added during the year, as well as an Anglo-Persian 
class, which has been joined by seven of the pupils. 0£ the total of 51, 22 
are boarders, 14 are· day-scholars, and the remainder (15) pay Rs. 2 ~month 
each for board and lodo-inO'. 'l'he first and second classes were exammed by 
the central board, the 

0

rest (two) by examiners appointe~ by the Director; and 
tbe lower classes by local examiners. Some .Preparatwns have been made 
towards the erection of the pucca building. · 

All the pupils were l\Iussulmans, 41 belonging to the middle and 10 to the 
lower classes. 

323. Dacca ·JJJadrassa.-In connexion with this institution no changes o£ 
any importance have to be recorded for the year under review. The new 
buildinO' is proo-ressing, but it is not expected that it can be finished before the 
end otthe cu~rent year. No change has taken place in the instructive staff, 
but two of the teachers have been graded. The Superintendent has been 
placed in the 3rd, and the 2nd JUoulvi in the 7th grade of .the new subor
dinate educational service. The number on the roll on the 31st March 1879 
was 195, of whom 28 were boarders; average daily attendance 122. The 
Arabic classes are seven in number, and the English five. The .Arabic courses 
are modelled on that o£ the Calcutta madrassa, and the courses £or the English 
classes correspond with that o£ the . Dacca collegiate school ; but the highest 
class (English) o£ the madrassa only corresponds with the 4th class of the 
collegiate school. The results o£ the different annual examinations were very 
satisfactory. Thirty-nine candidates from the madrassa appeared in the Arabic 
(central) examination; of these 30 passed, 11 in the first, 10 in the second, 
and nine in the third division .. ~he result o£ the English examination 
(conducted by Mr. Pope, Dr. Roy, and Babu Mathura Nath Chattopadhya) 
was also highly satisfactory. From the five English classes 61 candidates 
presented themselves, and of these 48 passed, the first class accomplishing the 
1·esult of passing all its boys-eight in number. The madrassa receives a 
fixed yearly income o£ Rs. 10,000 from the 1\fohsin Fund, and the receipts 
from fees and fines for the year under review amounted to Rs. 289-10-9. The 
expenditure amounted toRs. 9, 724-9-6, leaving a surplus o£ Rs. 565-1-3. 

324. Chitta_qong lJfadrassa.-The number on the roll was 126, including 25 
hoarders, as against 133 in the preceding year. The slight falling off is attri. 
buted by the Superintendent to an alteration which has been made in the 
Madrassa. classes. This was formerly a second grade Madrassa, its highest class 
corresponding to the fourth class of the Calcutta Madrassa. The standard 
of studies has gradually been raised until the course read on the highest class is 
now identical with that read in the highest class of the Calcutta Madrassa. 
The number o£ classes, however, has not been increased, so that the course 
read in the lowest class is somewhat difficult £or beginners. The establishment · 
of a school as a feeder to the Madrassa seems to be required. The result o£ the 
annual central examination was satisfactory : 28 students £rom the three senior 
classes appeared in the examination, o£ whom 17 passed-four in the first, six in 
the second, and seven in the third division. The result o£ the local examination 
was very unsatisfactory: 45 candidates appeared in the examination, of whom 16 
pass~d. The examinatio"ll o£ the English classes was conducted by the Deputy 
l\Iag1strate. The result was unsatisfactory. The examiner observe~:-" The 
progress the boys have made in English is very far £rom what it should have 
been." On this l\Ir. Cotton observes:-" The zillah school attracts boys wishing 
to get a goo~ knowledge o£ English. 'l'he teaching staff consists of five 
teachers al!-d s1x cla~ses. 'l'~e Superintendent complains with some reason that 
!he establishment 1s numencally weak." The classes are still accommodated 
m. a bungalow. The head-master hopes that the repairs to the new building 
~nll be co~pleted by May 1879, but :Mr. Cotton thinks that this expectation 
IS too sangume. 

325. SANSKRIT TITLE EXAliiiNATioN.-In the early part o£ the year 1878 ·I 
proposed !o Government that, with a view to encourage the study of Sanskrit 
among pnvate students and to give £ol'mal recognition to the proficiency they 
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•r•cuL might show, an examination should be held in the four subjects of Kavya or 
INsTaucTioN, General Literature, Smriti or Law, Darsana or Philosophy, and the Vedas, and 

that certificates, signed by the Director of Public Instruction and the Principal 
of the Sanskrit College, should be given to successful candidates. Sanction 
having been given to the above proposal, the first examination was helJ. in 
April last. In order to extend the influence of the examination as widely as 
possible and to recognise the interest taken in it throughout Bengal, the 
examiners were not appointed (as originally proposed) from among the Pro
fessors of the Sanskrit College alone, but were selected from many parts of the 
provmce. 

326. The following is a list of the subjects in which candidates presented 
themselves for examination, showing the number of candidates and the number 
who passed:- • 

Subjects of examination. 

Karya or Literature 
Smnti or Law (modern) 
Darsana or Philosophy-

( a) Logic 
(b) Nyaya Philosophy 
(c) Vedanta Philosophy .. , 
(d) Sankhya and Patanjala Philosophy 

Total 

Numhet" of Numher 
candidates. pas~d.. 

12 7 
18 6 

12 8 
6 2 

• 2 1 
2 

52 2.J. 

To the 24 successful candidates certificates were granted, and Sanskrit 
titles were conferred on them, such as Kaviratna, Smritibhushan, Tarkasastri, 
Nyayalankara or Vedantabagisa, showing in each case the subject in which 
they were proficient. The names of the successful canqidates were published 
in the Gazette, and in cases where the candidate had been under the instruction of 
any teacher, the name of the teacher was given also. . 

327. It would be perhaps premature to speak with any confidence as to 
the success of the scheme. The following extract, however, may be quoted from 
the report on the examination received from Pundit l'lfohesh Chandra Nyaya
ratna, Principal of the Sanskrit College:-" From the number of candidates 
that came up to the very first examination held, and the eagerness displayed by 
both teachers and pupils, one may be induced to hope that ere long this examin
ation will be one of the most popular institutions of the country.'' 

VII.-SCHOLARSTIIPS. 

scnoul1.sllrPs. 328. The various grades of scholarships have been generally treated in 
relation to the classes of schools to which they are attached; but a complete list 
of the scholarships offered by the Government is here appended:-

Class of Scholarships. 

Senior 
Junior ... 
Middle English ... 

Vernacular 
Lo;er 
Primary 
Girls ... 
Civil Engineering {graduate) 
1\Iedical College 
1\Iohsin 
Sanskrit College 
Art School 

Total 

(a) Conjectural. 

Sanctioned grant. 

Rs. 
23,466 
41,724 

{ 50,000 

l5,0CO 
17,100 

1,710 
6,000 
4,800 
9,0i2 
2,832 
1,200 

1,72,904. 

Actual expenditure 
in loil:l·7~. 

Rs. 
24,986 
43,186 
11,812 
34.,350 
12,021 
13,3:~7 

HiS 
5,4ti:l 
5,0G8 
9,()i2(a) 
2,832(a) 
l,:!Ou(a) 

1,C:.l,488 

The Sanskrit College and Art School scholarship~ are awarded by the 
Principals o£ these institutions. No st~tement of e::pendrture has been retur~cd. 
The detailed distribution of the 1\Iohsm scholarships has already been gn·cn 
·under the head of ' 1\I.1drassas.' 
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VIII.-EMPLOYMENT OF STUDENTS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 
329. I am not sure in what manner I am expected to treat this section 

of the t·eport, to which from time .to time in previous ye~rs a. para~raph 
has been given.- In Bengal the subJect has at the present .ttme l~ttle .sigmfi
cance. None but educated persons can hope to enter the .pubhc servlCe m any 
except its menial branches. Tl~e Gove~·nment, the H1gh Court, an.d. all the 
great dispensers of patronage 1~ appou:~tments, are :y-ear by year_ r~1smg the 
standard of educational qualificatiOns wluc~ they ~·e9.mre from candidates. I 
have in previous reports expressed my high opmwn of those students, as a 
body, who rea~ to the standard of t}w ~I.A. degree; and this is a class 
of students wluch, I am glad to see, IS bemg more and more fully employed 
in all departments of Government. -

IX.-SCHOOL BOOKS. 

RMPLOY!'tfl<NT 01 
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· 330. The reply of Government to the recommmendations of the Simla Text •cHooL BooK~. 
Book Committee endorsed and emphasised the position that "independent pro-. 
vincial effort," rather than" centralised imperial control," was the safest guide to 
follow in regard to this subject. The advantanges of such a course in stimulat
ing local effort were held to be so obvious,and its results, at any rate 
in Bengal, to have been hitherto so satisfactory, that no further arguments were· 

. needed to support the position which the Committee had taken up. In 
Bengal school-books in abundant quantity issue from the press without any 
need of Government assistance ; and all that is needed is the maintenance of 
a Committee, such as ~or the last three or four years has been doing such 
useful work in this relation, to select from the class of books offered to it a 
long list of all that are of sufficient merit to justify their introduction into 
schools, the further selection from that list being left to the local authorities 
who may be from time to time entrusted with that duty. In Behar and Orissa 
the circumstances are as yet different, and I subjoin the accounts given by the 
Inspectors of these circles, showing the progress that has been and is still 
being made. 

_ 331. 'fhe Inspector of the Behar Circle writes nearly as follows:-" My 
predecessor formed the idea of getting Bengali school books translated into 
Hindi for the use of Behar schools. He brought out Bidya-ke-neo, a translation 
of the Bengali Bodlwdaya. On my assuming charge I followed his course, and 
the result has been some success. 

"Having obtained the disposal of certain sums of money from the primary 
• (1} D•si Lekha Jokha by Shyam assignments of the different districts, this office has 

Bebari L~l. Compilation. . been able to bring about the preparation and publi- · 
(2) V•dya-ke·neo, from Bengah • · • 

Bodhodaya, by lswar Chandra Vidya· catiOn of eleven* useful school books lD Nagi'i and 
sag(3ar), D'tt . t K 'th" h t Ka#lti, books. which have met a long-felt. want of 

1 o m o at 1 c arac er. 
(4} History of Subah Bengal the schools of Behar. ' 

(Bcnga~, Beha_r, ~nd Orissa) . from "The books which have now been prepared in 
Bengah, by Rn.J Knsbna MookerJea. H' . · . . · 

<?l Bostu B_ichar, from the Ben: mdi are almost all of them (w1th the exceptiOn 
§F;~,.f::~u Bwhar, by Ram Gat• of two). translatio!ls of .some of the popular school 

(6) History of Indio, from Bengali, books m Bengah, which are themselves compila-
hy Ram Gati Nyaratna. tions and d t t' f E 1' h k 

(7) Sharir Palan, from Bengali, by a ap a lOllS rom ng lS WOr S. • 
Jodu Natb Mookerjea. " There can be no doubt that Bengal which has 

(8) Ancient History from Bengali tak th 1 d · E 1· h d t' 1 ' l'k · by Bhoodeb Mookerjea.' ' en e ea In < ng lS e UCa lOll, JaS 1 eWISe 
(9) Natural Philosophy, from Ben· produced the most useful school books in its own 

gah, by Akhaya Kumar Dutta. 1 · d ' h d (IO). Physical Geo<?raphy, from yernacu a~ j an expenence. as prove to me, what 
Be~gah, by Radhika Prasauna Moe- Indeed m1ght have been mferred from the nature 
ke(1t0~j Khetnap Vidya in Kaithi of. th.ings, that to translate from Bengali into 
characters, by Gopi La!. (Compila· Hmdi would prove the easiest and best means of 
tlou.) getting school books for Behar. 

" But the supply of the books now obtained in Hindi althouo-h 
by no means small, is yet n?t an:ything like equal to our act~al want~ ; 
and I would therefore coutmue m the course which has yielded such 
~opeful results, most carefully avoiding the delay which has been prohibited 
m Government orders on the subject. Indeed it seems to me that althouo-h 
Governl?-wnt prohi?ited money to be held for long periods with the object 0of 
purcbasmg or gettmg prepared books for prizes and school use, yet that the 

2 0 
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scnooL Dooxs. prohibition applied not at all to the principle under which action was bcinrr 
taken, but only to the length of time that had elapsed before effect had boo~ 
given to the principle: 'l'his delay I may now assure you attended only tho 
commencement of an 1mportant measure, and, so far as I can judo-c is not 
likel_y to affe~t our. operations for some time to come. Competent autl;ors are 
commg up w1th offers to translate school books from BenO'ali into Hindi · and 

· such able scholars as Professor Chhatu Ram Tewari, Bab; Kali Kumar :r.littra, 
l\Iou!vie Abdul Ali, decidedly the and Pundit Badri Nath Tewari'* have kindly con

first Arabic scholar in Bel1ar, has since sented at my request not· merely to examine and 
been added to the committee. t th ' t 1 ' J . repor upon e man~scnp trans atwns t 1at may 
be subm1tted to them, but actually to take the pams to correct them or l'e-write 
them in part if necessary, to fit them for publication. You can well understand 
what amount of trouble this work would entail upon them ; but they have 
already carried on such work with perfect willingness, and I have every con
fidence in their perseverance.'' 

332. I regarded it as most satisfactory and full of promise for tho futuro 
of Behar that so much judgment has been shown in the selection, and so much 
energy in the preparation of books suited for use in the schools of the province. 
The measures proposed or adopted by the Inspector for continuing tho supply 
of school-books had my full approval, and I was glad to have the opportunity 
of offering my cordial thanks to the gentlemen who had so efficiently seconded 
the Inspector in his useful labours. 

333. Besides the 11 books already noticed as brought out or in the press, 
the preparation of eight more has been undertaken, and some of them very 
n_early finished. These are-

(1) History of England, by Bhoodeb Mookerjea. 
(2) Art of Teaching, by ditto ditto. 
(3) Chemistry, by Jadub Chunder Bose. 
(4) Botany, by Jadu Nath Mookerjea. 
(5) Geography, by Tnrini Churn Chatterjoa. 
( 6) Prnkritipath, by Raj krishna Rai Chowdhuri. 
(7) Geometry, Book I, with notes (compilation from 

Pott, Todhunter, and Cassel, &c). 
(8) Bhashabodhini, Part II, in uniform Knithi (now 

in the press). 

334. The Joint-Inspector of Orissa makes the following remarks regarding 
Ooriya text-books:- · 

"This is a subject which demands serious attention of the educational 
authorities, and I am glad of an opportunity to express my views with reference 
to it. In Orissa we owe the existence of a series of school-books partly to 
native enterprise and partly to the encouragement offered to authors by 
Government and by the Maharajah of Dhenkanal. The patronage derived 
from the latter sources seems in most cases to have been judiciously distri
buted. 

"There is hardly any school-book in Bengal worth the name on subjects 
other than literary which does not get itself translated into Ooriya in some 
shape or other. The two languages are so alike each other that even authors 
of very poor abilities find it profitable to write books, and clandestine trans
lation has been for some years past the order of the day. A healthy reaction 
has now set in, and there are already symptoms of preference being slwwn to 
original works, though in some respects of inferior merit to translations which 
they are intended to supersede. 

" It is unnecessary on our part to do anything more than we have already 
done towards supplying books, which may now be safely left to the natural 
laws of supply and demand. Such, for instance, are books used in middle, 
lower, and primary schools; but some artificial stimulus is necessary to bring 
about works intended for use in the higher class normal school at Cuttack. 
For these latter it is impossible to expect that there should be any_general 
demand. 

'' We ouo-ht to encourarre the production of atlases and dictionaries. As yet 
I am unawar~ of an atlas i; Ooriya. The dictionaries. extant are h~rdly on a 
level with the requirements of improved modern tcachmg. Somethmg should 
be done towards getting a supply of good maps in Ooriya. Want of gootl 
maps has always been a crying defect in our middle and lower class school~. 
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"In this connection I deem it my duty to suggest the expediency of having ocuooL JJooxs. 

an educational journal in Ooriya for the benefit of teachers attached to verna-
culm· schools o£ all classes. ~uch a journal once appeared in 1873, but it died 
out after lasting a year for want of Government support. 

"All the four parts of the work intended for use in pathsalas have been 
published ; and, in addition to this, a cheaper edition has appeared o£ the 
Zemindari Sherista, a work highly popular with the rural people. 

" Rewards have also been offered for an Ooriya grammar and a history of 
Orissa. The former has already been published. · 

" In closing I may remark that there is no room for complaint in connection 
with the supply of school-books as far as primary, lower, and middle schools 
are concerned, and that our attention should now be directed to supplying the 
wants above indicated. 

" There are very few special books for use in girls' schools. Kumar Boi
kunth Nath De has brought the first part of his 'Balikapth,' which is the only 
work of its kind in Ooriya. Rewards ought to be offered by Government for 
production of works in Ooriya similar to 'Susilar Upakhan,' 'Shishupalan,' 
&c., in Bengali, bearing specially on matters connected with household 
economy." 

A. W. CROFT, 

IJirector of Public Instruction. 



GENERAL STATISTICS. 105 

Edum Q{ A.llcmlaucc ill Colleges awl Schools for General and Special Instruction as on 31st 
Marclt ill t!w yea/'s 1878 and 1879. 

Number of college~ nnd Number or £npils ns on schools ns on 31st 31st~ urch 
Mnrch 

COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS FOR GENERAL lXSTllUCIION, 

I I 
1878. 1879. 1878. 1870. 

Colleges and Schools 1'ccoivi11U State Grants. 

SCPERIOR IXSTfiUCIION-

Colleges nffilintcd to the University in Arts- ... 12 12 1,082• l,OG7 Government r.olleJ:eS ... .•. . .. ... .. . 
Private colleges, aided ... ... ... ... .. . 0 6 701 610 --------------------

Totnl ... 18 18 1,783 1,707 --------------------
8ECO~DARY INSTRUCTION-

Higher En!!;lish Schools-
49 48 n,s75 13,236 Government schools ... ... ... ... ... .. . 

Private schools, aided ... ... ... ... .. . ... SJ 85 9,383 8,89~ ------------------
Totnl ... 132 133 22,258 22,130 ----- ·----------------

Middle English Schools-
7 0 1,037 820 Government schools ... ... ... ... .. . ... 

Pnvute scl10ols, aided ... ... '" ... ... ... 4~3 422 24,UOO U,387 --------------------
Total ... 460 428 25,UJ3 25,207 ----------- ------------

Middle Vernacular Schools-
177 17Z 10,017 U,305 GoYcrmnent schools ... ... ... ... .. . ... 

Private schools. aided ... ... ... . .. ... ... 830 783 89,406 38,601 ------------------------
Total ... 1,007 055 49,423 47,U06 ------ ------

Lower \ernnculnr Schools-
10 13 35! 757 Government S('hools ... ... ... ... .. . ... 

Private schools, aided ... ... ... ... ... .. . 1,536 1,47<1. 53,858 o0,638 ------ ------
Totnl ... 1,046 1,487 54,212 51,395 --------~- -----------

PRlMAllY !NSTRUCIION-

Government prim_ary sc~10ols . ... . ... . .•. : ... ... 12 10 310 207 
J.lrivnto schools, tuded (mclud1ng cucle primaries) ... 16,030 23,028 860,012 416,661 ------------------ ------

T~tal ... 16,012 23,638 300,322 446,868 ----------------------
l!<i'BIRUCTION FOR FElULBS-

Goventment schools ... ... ... ... · ... ... 1 2 140 270 
Private schools, aided (including zenana agencies) ... 445 469 9,085 10,464 ------Total ... 416 471 10,125 10,734 -------------- ------

Grant-in-aid Schools far Eu1•opean and other Fo1'eign llaces. 

Schools for boys ... ... ... ... .. . ... .. . 8 8 1;637 1,617 
Schools for l!irls ... ... ... ... ... . .. "' 11 12 991 1,]]5 
1ll ixed schools ... ... ... ... . .. .. . . .. 18 18 786 892 --------------Total ... 37 38 3,414 3,6~ ----- --·-------------Totnl or Colleges and Schools for General] Instruction 1!1,688 26,5GS 527,480 609,571 

receiving State Grnuts ---------------------
Colleges and Schools receiving no aid from, tho State. 

SUPERIOR INSTRUCTION-
Colleges uftiliatcd to the Universit,y in Arts ,., ... ... It 2t 220 256 

SECONDARY lNS'rRUCTION-

Higher English schools ... ... ... ... ... .. . . .. 4J 63 9,430 13,903 
lHhJdlc ditto ditto ... ... ... ... .. . .. . . .. 112 112 5,675 6,283 
lJitto Vernacular ditto ... ... ... ... .. . .. . ... so lOG 8,811 4,701 

Lower ditto ditto ... ... ... ... ... .. . . .. 58 54 1,800 1,096 

l'RlllillY INSTRUCTION-

Pnthsalas, Tols, and Maktabs ... ... . .. ... ... .. . 6,084 6,232 86,200 8·!,196 

INSIRUCIION FOR FEMALES-

Girls' sclwols ... ... ... ... . .. . .. ... . .. 73 72 1,830 2,0-13 

Ullaidcd Schools for European and other Foreign llaces. 

gi;~~·. s~!~~s ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... 3 ~ 492 M5 ... ... ... ... ... . .. ... 2 2 160 106 
Mixed ditto ... ... ... ... ... . .. ... 7 3 514 2U2 ---------------- ------Totul of Colleges uml' Schools for General Iustruction 

receiving no u.id from tho SttLte. 
6,4(;4, 6,650 110,141 114,331 

--·--------------------Grand Total of 
titruction. 

Colleges aml Schools for General In· 26,152 33,218 637,621 72:.1,002 

• Exclusive of 15 out-students nt the Putna College. t The Metropolitan Institution. 
t The Metropolitan Iustitution nnd Lumartinicro College. 

ZD 

' 
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Return of .Atlc/ldance i11 Co1lcgcs and Sc!,ools for Special lnslrucliuu as on 31-st .Jfunf, ;11 (/.,, 

years 1878 and 1S7!J. 

CoLLEGES AND 8CIIOOLS POR SPECIAL INSTUl'CTION. 

SPECIAL INS I RUCTION-

Law Departrccnts nffilintc•i to the t'niversity 

Medical College, English Department, nffilintcd to the Uni· 
Yersity. 

Engineerin~ Department, Presidency Colle~c. affiliated to the 
l.Jniver:;ity. 

Mndrassahs, Goventme11t 

Ditto, Unaided 

Campbell Medical School, Scnlduh 

Vernacular ditto ditto, Patnn. 

Ditto ditto ditto, IJncca 

Ditto ditto ditto, Cuttack 

School of Art 

Survey Vernacular Schools 

Other Technical 

Ditto ditto 

ditto, Government 

ditto, Aided 

Ditto ditto ditto, Unaided ... 

Normal Schools for Jlla.slel's

Government Nonnul Schools 

Aided ditto ditto 

Normal Schools fm• ;llhdl•nsNl-

Xnmhcr of Ct~llP!!f'~ and 
:-idwols rHI on ;31st 

.:Hardt 

J~;s, - I 1 S7~1. 

Aide<l Normnl Schools 4 

6 

4 

1~ 

](I 

l\~umber ot pupil~ n!l on :n:oot 
.;)lurch 

]SiS. l~i!l. 

31(; 2:.!i 

145 20'-i 

67 ~~' 

611 t;i:i 

!!t• 

3:W ~:·o 

1~5 li 4 

J.l3 ll~ 

=<2 "" 
8!t 7~ 

100 llj" 

148 11:1 

11 

Ul bi 

6il fjf;,'j 

7H !'of I:,! 

61 ~ ~ 

Total of Colleges nnd S<·hools {f)r Special Instruction -----6-G-~------:- --- ~.779 ----:; 

Grand Total of f'olle,res and School~ for Geuernl and ------~------ ·-----------
Specinllnstruction 2t1,21~ 3:~,:!iR 6H,!UO 72i,it17 
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B.t'furn ql Rcc,'IJI!s and E11Jt'nditurc of Educational E.slablis!oncllts for tlic year ending 3!8t 
Jlrii'Clt 1870. 

·I 0 10 11 

HECEIVED. 

N ATt:'nB oF EsrADLISllli.E:ST. 

St:'PERIOR Issrnucno~- If Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. •Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

"Gniversity '''!__:·.:.::_ ~ _24,2Gl ~ __:_::::__ _.::.:.::.._ ~~ __ 1,~ ~~ ___!!~ 
Colle~e~ or departments. of c?l· 

leJ.:es nffilintcll to tbe Umversn.r 
inArts-

Gorernment colleJ.res ... 
Private colleges, aided 

Total 

Scholarships held in colleges
Senior ... 
Junior ..• 
l::mlowed ... 

Totnl 

SECOXD.AllY l~STBt"CTION
lli![her En!! !ish schools

Gorernment schools ... 
l'rirate schools, nilleU 

?aliddle .Emdish schools
Gov~rnmeut schools ... 
Private schools, aided 

:Middle vern:l.Cnlnr schools-
Gorermncnt schooh ... 
Primte schools, nided 

Lower rcrnnculn.r 5chools
GO\'ernmcnt sehools ... 
Primte schools, aided ... 

Grant-in-aid sehools for Euro· 
JH'H.Il ami other foreign race~-

:Schools for boys ... ... 
:Mixed schools ... ... . .. 

Scholar~hips held in schools for 
secondary iu~truction

:;.\lidtlle Eng-lish 
:Middle vernucnlnr 
Lower vcrnnculnr 

~~S~~;~d ·o·r vri~:~te 
Tolul 

PRDIA.RY l'SSTRUCTION-
l'rimury vernacular scbools

Cio\"ernment ... ... ... 
Aidt>d {including primaries 

ni1led from the Circle und 
Primary Fuuds) 

Totnl 

I:XSIRUCTION FOR FEl!ALES
Govermueut schools ... 
l'dmte school:;, aided 

Total 

Scholarships held in girls' 
:schools-

Girls' scholarships 

Total 

'l'otul for General Instruction 

SPECI.H, INSTRUCTION_; 
Law departments affiliated 

to the "L"uiver~ity ... . .. 
SC'lwlar:-.llips ht:lt.l. in ditto ... 
Medical Culic~l!, English 

Vcpartment, a!Hht~lctl to 
the t;Jlin~r~ily ... . .. 

Schular:.hi!JS hl'id in ditto ... 
.EttJ.~:mceriu:.; department of 

the Pn.:~idem:y Cull(·~;e, 
u1Hliated to the lSninl·,ity., 

81'hulur~hivs held iu dilto .. . 
l\latiras~uhs ... ... .. . 
?II ctlicul vernacular schools ... 
tkhool or Art ... ... ... 
~un·ey vernal'ulo.r schools .•. 
Ot11er tccl:..uical ::;dwols-

(~o\·crumcut ... 
A1octl ... 

:Normal Sclwolsfor Jlasters-

Govermnent normal schools 
A illcd Ltur malJSdwols 

Xm•m!!l Sclwolsfol' Jiiel;Ysscs-

2,08,716 
21,189 

10,265 
2li,S33 

m,101 
:H,·l!J-1 

1~3 
31,2U3 

3,20,H2 
1,20,015 

3,20,1-12 
1,20,fH5 ----------- --------------------

2,32,905 19,083 :.n,ous 1,26,285 81,386 4,':10,757 4,40,7o7 

2·l,!!SG 2~,086 2!,086 
43,l!S6 12','i.a 

•13,180 4:l,186 
12,HI 12,1-14 

3,01,077 :.H,2:27 81,098 1,2H,285 31.~86 5,21,073 5,21,073 
--------- ------------------

1,26,217 11,67·1 9,078 402 ],.J52 2,47,804 5,5H 4,02,201 8,00,·118 
4S,5ti2 3,595. 6S,Uti7 S,GOIJ 7-1,2·19 2,216 1,oo,:wa 1,88,100 

9,771 
"i","S76 

100 6,259 "3;716 
16,130 1G,130 

1,17,803 1,38,89-J, 5,610 Dl &l,916 3,49,UOU 3,4·l,l97 

48,317 21 3,614 2-10 1H 22,\1\)5 358 75,689 75,6S!l 
1,01,959 1,2\J9 85,6\J7 2,278 3:!5 80,273 6,389 2,78,2~0 2,76,lt"HJ 

1,631 69 1;(;is '"iiiz 175 76 1,951 1,\151 
74,616 332 4 20,201 l50,·lt8 5,07ti 1,52,91U 1,52,UHJ 

23,112 15,027 9,232 '"iiio 
83,614 3,386 1,34,371 1,2i,8l5 

u.~2o 88 8,;)56 17,785 2,1U5 43,5LU. 42,857 

11,812 11,812 11,812 
M,:itiO ... : .. 34-.~50 S1,:t:>u 
12,11:!4 12,02-i 12,02-1! 
13,337 13,3:l7 13,:3~7 

3,674 S,G74 3,67-l 
-------- --------- -------- ------

6,37,731 332 37,25S 3,33,308 14,104 2,627 6,05,588 20,558 17,20,506 17,00,072 ---------·-----------. --------
1,081 10 1,115 1,115 

2,87,368 4,7fJ7 418 80,215 2,501 2,22~ 5,75,917 54,'193 10,07,933 10,07,911 

2,SM19 4,7v7 --418 so,21;;- 2,ooi'" 2.224 5, 75,9U ~:l,ij03 lu:09.o18 ~Q2;;-___ ------------ --- -----.-------

{102 
""210 

21;,881 26,873 2J,SlG 
240 2-!U 

l,5H,:J:2fl """tiw 11,657 1,70,!JS3 1,70,P'3 
5,00$ 5,SS·l O,I:IS-1. 

S.J,sgz fi,{Ji4 40,!Jti6 40,!).')fi 
5,..wa 169 

··2·.:i33 
li,tia:.'. 5,u;~~ 

3:!,1:13;$ 35,186 35,ISG 
711,550 lti,lHU 5-Hi t:l7,276 87,2i'H 
H!,lH ..... i23 J ,7ti5 19,1JU!) lil,\100 

ti,l:l:i3 1,072 10,023 lll,li:!S 

I7,Gta 
"'i:;1 

...... 13,73·1 31,3PS 3l,:Hts 
25 ltiU lliti 

fi~l,(•lj5 255 2!)3 6::i3 t}0,21l!) 60,:!11!. 
lU,U·U 2l,lti:t lUI) 3,SV8 35,:!H ::IU,:iti-1 

Aided Normal Sdwu!s ... 3,lr.5 I ...... ...... 1,107 ...... ...... 2,5ll7 ...... 10,15!1 10,1.'",fl 

••• 4,2U,U:JU 1------;s ~~~~-.. -.. -.. - -w:;-~~;w~Is:i78 5,18.i;l ~:1:~ 'l'otnl for Special lustitution 

------·----------~------
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Retum of Rece1iJfs and E.cpcndi/u1·e of Educational E.staU!id111mds jvr the yrm· ending 3l.,t 
JJiarch 1879-concluucd, 

1 

NATlmB OP ESTADLISII:I!EXTS. 

niiBCELLANEO'UB-

Chnnreg for schools abolished 
durin~~: the ;\renr ... 

Clumres incurred in the 
Puhlic 'Yorl•s DC'pnrtmcut 
on Government buillli11gs ... 

Chnrg;cs for petty construe~ 
tious and rcpuirs ... 

Ditto. minor works ... . .. 
Grn.nt to Scllool Eook 

Society ... ,.. . .. 
Gmnt to Education Gazette 
Grant to useful pnhli<:ations .. 
}Ja..;;sn_g-e and outfit for Gil· 

christ scholars ... . .. 
Scholarship examination 

char~cs ... ... . .. 
Normal school exnmiuation 

char!.:'CS 
Sw1dries ... 

Total of nlisccllaneous 

SUPHRINTENDENCB

Direction 
Inspection 

Total of Superiutendenco 

GRAND ToTAL 

2 

ns. 

35,70S 

1,316 
l,!J::!2 

6,270 
3,1i00 

6ij[ 

1,000 

6!0 

576 
6,372 

58,065 

3 5 

127 127 

3,·i30 

127 4,fl:i7 127 

352 2,205 213 

5,555 

S52 7.~50 213 

10 

40,329 

6.270 
3,1i00 

tiul 

1,000 

6,1!l5 

71,Gnl 

11 

40,320 

1.31C. 
l,\1:!:.! 

6.270 
3,1\11() 

6UL 

1,000 

G,lU5 

/)jfi 

O,ki2 

---------------------1---

4o,R28 
3,3ti,543 

3,82,3il 

4.'J,q28 
3,30,6~} 

3,82,::171 

21,72,256 6,511 1,35,2i8 5,G3,8H 1~,3Li2 5,5SO 15,3-i,2ll5 1,57,203 45,82,209 

45,R2~ 
3,:~t.i.5i3 

3,82,371 

45,-!5,287 
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NonliAL ScnooLs
}'or mnsters 
}'or mish'C8Se!J 

l\ladrassnhs 
Technical schools 

SCIIOOLB ll'OR NATIVE BOI'B-
Hi!l:her En~lish ... . .. 
Jtliddlc English ... . .. 
Middle '·ernaculnr ... 
Lower vernacular .. . 
l'rilnu.ry ... ... .. . 

SCHOOLS FOR NATIVE GIRLS-
English ... ... ... 
Vernncular ... .. .. 

SCIIOOLB FOR EunorEAN 
FOREIGN RACES-

Boys' schools ... 
Girls' schools ... 
Mixed schools ... 

AND OTllBB 

• I 

Abstract Return of tl1e Class of Instructio11 i11 Government, Aided, and Unaided Schools for 1878-79. 

~ 
~ 
'S 
~ 

" .<> 
il 
~ 

28 
2 
6 

15 

196 
640 

1,162 
1,555 

29,16u 

5 
538 

~ 
2 
"' ,;] 

" 0 
m =· """" "0 p.:J 
'S:<l 
~~ ow 
,c~ 

a"" 
"" zo 

1,367 
24 

•470 
1,121 

36,033 
31,4UO 
53,512 
53,549 

630,001 

368 
12,4U 

UPPER STAGB. 

Comprising pupils who have 
reached a standard equiva· 
lent to that of admissiOn to 
the 1st and 2nd class or a. 
schooi teaching the Univcr· 
sity Entrance Course. 

Boys. 

248 

'"236 
4UO 

6,618 
35 
79 

'"248 

I Girls. 

"'"is 

8 
13 

I Toto!. 

246 
16 

236 
4UO 

0,618 
35 
79 

'"246 

8 
13 

I 

I 

MIDDLB 8TAGB. 

Comprising all pupils who n.re 
neither in the upper nor in 

the primary stage. 

Boys. 

611 

""!sa 
us 

19,289 
12,044 
16,051 

6,!1-!8 
6,364 

1 
1 

I Girls. 

61 
8 

1 
29 
26 
16 
18 

87 
1,299 

I Totnl. 

572 
8 

136 
448 

19,290 
12,073 
16,977 

6,964 
6,382 

88 
1,300 

I 

I 

l'l!IMABY 8TAGB, 

Comprising pupils who have not passed beyond the primary 
scholar:ship standard. 

Can read, write, and understand I Cannot road, write, and understand 
easy senten~es in their mother- easy sentences in their mother-

tongue. toiJgue. 

Boys. 

831 
...... 78 

146 

8,041 
12,379 
19,556 
21,2fJS 

19~,88~ 

I Girls. 

88 

""'5o 
135 
322 

2,088 

99 
8,950 

I Total. 

419 

78 
H6 

8,0-11 
12,438 
19,691 
21,6:!.0 

196,972 

102 
8,994 

I Boy•. 

104 
...... 20 

87 

2,084 
6,8!9 

16,3!2 
23,8!12 

319,648 

G 
2:!5 

I Girls. 

...... 95 

423 
],073 
6,753 

159 
6,8~2 

I Total. 

128 
...... 20 

37 

2,08i 
6,944 

16,7fi5 
24,!105 

326,-101 

165 
7,107 

I Boys. 

1,194 

.... 47o 
1,121 

86,032 
31,3117 
52,9:!S 
52,138 

5~1,1-l·Z 

10 
270 

I 

Total. 

Girls. 

172 
2~ 

1 
183 
5S-1. 

1.411 
8,8;)9 

353 
12,H4 

I Total. 

1,3G7 
:!-f. 

470 
1,1:!1 

36,033 
31,4UO 
53,512 
6:3,5-1:9 

530,\JUl 

863 
12,-11-i 

12 2,172 330 330 934 034 656 656 252 252 2,172 2,172 
1-:1. 1,221 ""24 2,1. 3 459 462· 21 ···~is 4H6 5 '"'2n4 269 29 ''i:·i92 · 1 .,.,1 

Total 

21 1,184 ""to 38 48 209 236 445 109 SIS 467 1H 110 22~ 452 70~ 1;is~ 
... -as:-z.ii! 724,921 --s:292 --99- 8;391--o;:839 2,240-~9 257,586 -;;:504 265,ooo 869,578 -i5:783 '8Ss;361 ro9,2;s- -25,626 72-~,921 

• No return of 223 pupils !row Colcutta l'lludrassah. -0 
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Return Q/ Social Positio11 and Creed of Pupils in tile Colleges for General Instruction for tlle year ending 31st March 18i9. 

= CB111STIANB. Ormms. 
0 HINDUS, 

:MUSSULYANS. 

~ 
2 

Drahmsns and Ro.jputs. Kays.sths and Baidas. Lower ·castes. Total. 

" .s 
~ 

,;. £. ~ t ~ 
= . b = 0~ ·S 

"";; .~ ·~ ·o; 

.9 
~~ 

·~ ·s [;l g g g 

Ji g g g 

""" ... ... ... ... ... ... "0 

] = 0 0 0 i 0 0 .;; 
0 

i 
0 

~ ... :; 
~ :: I ~ m ~ m m 

1 
m 

" " " " 
i ! " 1 i 

~ l: 

... 'o: ~ ~ :l :· :l ~ :l d ~ ~ 
0 

~ 
Q ~ '0 d Q d 0 --3 ~ 

~~ -.; Q Q '0 Q Q 0 

~ m k 
'0 " " k ~ 

k " k " ~ ~ k 

,<> -<>"' k ;a 3 t ;a ~ oi k ;a ~ oi 1i 3 " ;a ] ~ ;;; ~ .;; 
8" ; " 

0 ; 
§ " ~ 

., " ., ~ "' ., Po ., ~ Po ., 
~ Po 

"' =::l Po Po 0 Po 0 Po 0 "' 
~ 

0 0 Po ::il 0 Po ::il 0 Po ::;! 0 0 ::il 0 0 6' ~ 0 :<! 
0 

z ~ >'1 .. p >'1 .. p ... .. p ... .. p ... .. ... .. p >'1 

COLLEGES, GENERAL-

GoVBBlniBN~-

Prf'!\idPncy College 1 349 6 119 125 9 l-16 155 53 66 18 318 336 3 4 7 6 

fl.amtkrit , 1 35 3 IG 19 I lfi 11) ... '2o 
4 31 35 is '3 

Hooghly I ISO 3 66 
'14 

09 4 66 
"2o 70 I 19 ... 8 151 159 IS 

. .. a 

DB('efl I 146 1 27 42 2 us 90 4 4 8 3 99 ':is 140 4 2 6 

Kri!'lhllBI!hur .. I 79 1 41 4 46 I 18 2 21 8 3 11 2 67 9 78 

Derham pore .. 1 26 ... 12 12 ... Jl 11 3 3 2G 26 ... ... 
J>ntna 1 114 2 20 22 8 50 60 10 11 'i:t so 2 93 18 '2o ... 1 I 

Cuttnf'k 1 86 1 3 4 23 24 3 3 1 29 1 31 2 2 1 2 3 

Rn.i~lmhyo 1 69 38 38 16 16 ... 6 5 ... 59 69 . .. 
Midnapore 1 21 4 4 7 7 1 B 9 1 }!} 20 

. i 1 

Chittngong 1 13 2 2 7 7 1 1 10 10 3 3 

Rungporo 1 9 3 3 5 6 1 1 9 9 

-- --1·- -- ---------- -- -- ----- -- ---------- - - -- -- - - -- -- -
Total 12 1,067 17 351 18 3"6 25 432 25 482 115 128 48 BUS 60 996 4 60 67 2 11 ... 13 

------------------------------------ -- - - ---- - --- -- - -

AIDED-

At. Xnvi<'r's Ooll·~· 1 94 6 20 26 21 2·1 41 60 u 16 7 21 28 

Frf'e Chur<'h 
... 'iii ... ''25 .. 1 118 31 7 38 22 9 31 4 74 '2o 94 4 4 

Gl'n<'rnl All!-!t'mhly'a .. 1 2116 60 34 91 ... ~UI 42 lJI 23 46 69 ... 172 122 2\l·J. "i 1 1 

CntlwdnU Mission u ... . .. 1 7:l ... 27 27 2 4:J ·15 2 70 1 

London 
... ... 'i~ .. . 1 

J.)o,·eton 
u Dl.iowa.uiporo .. 1 67 I 21 23 27 27 1 1 4!} 2 6t 1 1 ... 4 4 

1 22 4 4 3 3 7 7 5 6 3 7 10 

-------- ----- -- ------ --- ------------------- -
~~-;r-w.:;- --~-

Total 6 640 7 163 ·12 212 5 205 51 I 2Hl ... 45 61 96 12 413 HI 6G9 2 20 ~I-;- ... .. .... 

~ 
·~ ... 
0 
m 

~ 

~ 
~ .;; 
Po 

0 Po .. p 

22 
4 
8 

... 3 
1 2 

··iz 
2 

----
61 

-- --

18 

. .. 
2 
1 
3 

----
21 

ToTAL. 

~ i ,; Q ~ 

" k ;;; 0 ., ~ 

::il 0 
H 

327 
:n 

172 '4o lO:t 
6."1 9 
2tl . .. 
"" 3 
~:J 1 
6B 
20 
13 
9 

----
!)00 53 ----

76 
··~o 'iH 

113 1"" 
71 . .. 
61 2 
)!I 

----
471 U5 

3 
0 .. 

310 
~{ij 

lRO 
u~; 

7U 
2tj 
Ill 

311 
fill 
21 
IJ 
9 

--
I,OU7 --

n1 
!I~ 

2\IH 
7:1 
57 
22 

--
6~.) 

.... .... 
0 

0 
M 
Y. 
M 
:;:l 
~ 
t" 

tn ..., 
~ ..., .... 
tn ..., 
..... 
(') 

?' 



="-==::;;;=;;:;:;;;;;==~====;=~===~=::;;_:;;;=~=~=::~==-"~=-"~~-:cc:;~c-='-:~.="-~--'··-:c·"'-'· 
lidurll of s;~;;;t],;,,;-1;;);; ;if[>;;~;;;~·;.;; c~ittgcsfvr Special Education, llladrasua!ts, Medical Vernacular Sc!tools, SUI'VC!J Vernacular Scltools, aml tlte Scltool of Art,for the yeru· 

COLLEGES SPECIAL-

LJ.W-

Pr£>sid('ncy College 
llooghly , 
Dacca. 
Patna 
Kishnaghnr 

ENGINEERING-

Toto! 

Ch·il En~neering Department, Presi-
dency College ... ... ... . .. 

JdXDICINI!-
Medical College, Calcutta 

MADBASB.lllB-

Calcntta 
flOOj!bJy 
Jorugllat 
Dacca. 
Cbittagong 
Balshabye 

Total 

MEDIOA.L V:BBN.!Cll7LA..B BCllOOLS

Bealdnh 
Pntna 
Cut tack 
Dacca 

Total 

School of Art ... 

BtrBVEY VEBNA.OUL.All SonooLs

Hooghly 
Dacca 
Patna 
Cnttack 

Total 

ending 31st lJiarclt 1870. 

~ 

Hnmus. MussuLMANS. CnnrstiANB. OtnBns. ::: ToTAL. 

~ 
0 

"" 
Brahmans and Rajpnts. Kaynsths and Bnidyns. Lower castos. Total. 

~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ 0 s t b ~ ~ ,;] 

0 ~ ·S ·s ·S ·s -~ 
~ 0 £ £ £ ~ 

g g g 
•<> ... 

.,;::, .... 'Ci ... ... ... 'Ci 'Ci ... 
"' o.oo 0 

i 
0 0 0 

~ ~ 
0 

.S o- ~ 
~ 0 ::i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ 

~ "'-" ~ ~ ~ ... ... 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,; ~ ~ 0 

~~ 
e 

0: . 0: ~ 0: . d 

~ 
d ~ . . 

0: 0 0 0 0 0 "ii 0 0 0 0: 0 0 0 0 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ 

~ ~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ ] ~ 
~ 

~ ~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ .5! ~ 

"' ~~ ~ :a ~ .,; ~ :a ] :a ~ <i ~ :;; 
"' 

:a 
~ <i ~ :a o; ~ :a ~ 3 ~ "" ~ <i 8 "' "" "' "' "' ~ "' "' ~ ~ "' ~~ 

~ "' "" "' 0 "' :;j 0 0 "' "" 
0 0 "' 0 0 

~ :;j 0 ~ "' 0 0 "' 0 0 "' ::;j .s 0 "' "" 0 z z"' t:> .., 
'" t:> .... .., 

'" t:> .., 
'" 

.., t:> .., 
'" t:> .., 

'" t:> '" t:> ::;j .s ... 

!Gi 2 60 62 2 78 so 19 20 6 157 162 1 7 157 1~1 
19 2 8 10 2 3 6 3 3 4 H 18 I 4 15 19 

1 17 ... 2 •.. 2 ... 11 2 13 ... ... ... ... ··' 13 2 15 ... 1 ..• 1 ... 1 ..• 1 ... ... ... . . 15 2 17 

l 2~ ::: ~ ::: r I ~ g ::: li ::: ···~ ::: ... 1 t ~~ ::: ~~ ::: -~ ::: ... 2 ::: ::: ::: ::: ::: ::: ::: ::: ... f ~~ ::: 2~ 

=~ ~' ~ = ~- . ·~ -, ·: - . -= - " ·~ : ' ~ 1- ' : ••• • • : ••• • ... . .. ~ ... '" : _· : 
--··---------------------- ------------------------ ------------- ---

208 48. 58 58 30 30 136 136 71 71 208 208 ----------------- ------------·------------------·------------------
1 223 223 223 223 2:?3 
1 23 1o i":i 2a 10 ··i3 2a 
1 55 '"1 ···~ '"2 '"2 ... 3 ... 3 zs 27 52 28 27 5s 
~ ~~ ... 

2 ~~~ ~~ l~~ ... 2 ~~~ ~!i i~~ 
I 51 41 10 51 41 10 51 

--6- 673 -- --- -- -1----2- -----2- ---------- --3---- -3 --2-ws 1oo 670 ------------- -2- 571 100 673 
--·------------------------------ --~----------- ----------------

I 
I 
1 
1 

290 
174 
33 

112 

69 
38 
12 
23 

34 

2 

103 
38 
14 
23 

80 
18 
9 

85 

109 
18 
10 
85 

52 
8 
3 

72 
8 
5 

169 
66 
23 

lOB 

115 
8 
6 

28-1 
64 
211 

lOB 

4 
lOB 

"3 

2 6 
lOS 

···a 
'2 
2 ·:; 
1 

173 
166 
25 

112 

117 
8 
8 

290 
lH 
33 

112 
--4-609 --14!! 36178 --1923o 2~2 --32 63 85--356129 485 --ill 2li7-:::-52 --7- --------- 476 133" e;:;-
-------·----------- --· --------- ----- --- ----- _, 
--~--~:. __ ~:.--~--~--~--~--~--~-"-'-~ ... 4 = 2 _:.:.:...1_ 2 ... _ 1 .•. -1 ... - 74=-2=76 

4 1 6 
36 40 76 

':is ""z '37 

1 6 2 1 3 ... I ... I 1 ... l ... 14 l 5 ........... . 

t i? ::: ... 9 .. ~2 .~1 ::: -~5 .. 1.9 -~1 ::: ... z ... 6 ... 8 ::: .. ~6 .. ~7 .. 73 ::: ::: .. ~ ... 3 ::: ::: ::: ::: :·· 
... 8 ... 8 ... 23 ... 23 ... 4 2 6 ... 35 2 37 ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. I ... .:: 

-4 165-:::--:::--... -~-:::- -:::- -.. -. -.. -. -.. -. -.-... -::.- -... - -:::- -.. -. ,-.. -. -.. -. ·-.. -. -... - -.-::-:-- -:::--:::--:---:-:: -... -~ ...... ...... -



NATURB OF EsrADLISBMENT. 

NOR'IAT, 8rnoOLB-
I•'nr nm ...... ter!-1 .. . 
For nJistrcsses .. . 
'l'l•<'hHi<'nl schools ..• 
Mudrnssuhs ... 

Scnoot.B FOR NATrVB BOYS-
H i1d1f'r Enj:'lil'h ... ... 
11\idd\e En~li~h ... • .. 
!\1ltitlJO VPl'llllCU \ar ,., 
],ower VOI'Jmculur... ... 
l'rimury vernu.culu.r ... 

Scnnots FOR N ATIVB GIRLS-
HllJ::lish ..• ... .. . 
Veruuculnr ... ,.. .. . 

. Abstract Return of Social Position of the Pupils in Gow·nment, Aided, and Unaided Schools for 1878-79. 
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• Inclusive of the Government Madras~ah at Dacca. with 195 pupils. 
t This includes the following Madra.ssu.hs :-

!.-Calcutta. with 223 pupils. 
2.-Hooghly with 23 

3.-Jorgbu.t with 55 
4.-Rajshahye with 51 

~.-Chittagong with 126 

6.-Sitaporo (unaided) 20 

4!18 



GENERAL STATISTICS. ll3 

B.-EDUCATION. 

4.-Distribufion oj Government, .Aided, and Inspected Schools in t!w sct'CI'al Dislrt'cts and 
Dh'isio11s under tile Govan11nent oj Bengal for the year 1878-79. 
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GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 

EDUCATION. 

CALCUTTA, THE 22ND OCTOBElt 1879. 

RESOLU'riON. 
READ-

The General Report on Public Instruction for the year 1878-79. 
The most encouraO'inO' feature in the educational history of the year 

1878-79 is that, for the
0 

1ir~t time, since the Department was constituted, the 
contribution from private sources to the total cost of _education has exceeded the 
Government grant, a result to which, as the Director observes, the expe:vience 
of the last few years has steadily pointed. The Government contribution, 
which in the previous year fell from 53 to 51 per cent., or, excluding building 
charges, from 52 to a fraction over 50 per cent., has now decreased to 47·75 per 
cent. The departmental :figures show that out of a total expenditure on educa
tion of Rs. 45,45,000, the Government contribution amounted to Rs. 21, 72,000, 
while the people paid Rs. 23,73,000, their contributions in the previous year 
having been Rs. 21,43,000. . . 

2. There is still some slight discrepancy between the departmental 
account of receipts and expenditure and the :figures furnished by the Account
ant-General. According to these the actual net Government expenditure for 
the year amounted to Rs. 19,65,416. In order .to compare this with the 
actual net expenditure as it appears from the departmental :figures, it is 
necessary to subtract from th~ latter the sum of Rs. 2,35,000, being the charges 
for medical expenditure. The net expenditure is thus reduced to Rs .. 19,37,000, 
which amount is less by about Rs. 30;000 than the actuals of the year as 
furnished by the Accountant-General. The Director remarks that, of this 
difference a sum of Rs. 18,000 is explained by the purchase money of the 
Constantia Estate at Kurseong, Rs. 4,000 by the contribution in aid of 
Dr. Fallon's DictioRary, and Rs. 1,000 by the cost of medical stores supplied 
from England. There remains a difference of about Rs. 7,000 which is not 
accounted for. 

3. ·The following table shows the state of education for the last two 
years:-

Superior 

Secondary 

Primary 
Special 

Class of Instruction. 1878. ,.... __ .... __ ""' 
Schools. Pupils. 

.. . Colleges . . . . . . . . . 19 2,003 

~
Higher :English Schools ... -176 31,688 
Middle , , ... 572 31,618 

... , Vernacular , .. . 1,087 53,234 
Lower , , .. . 1,604 56,012 

.. . Primary Schools 22,126 446,522 
. 66 3,779 
519 11,964 Female .. . 

:European and :Eurasian .. . 49 4,580 

1879. 
,..----:"----, 
Schools. Pupils. 

20 1,963 
196 36,033 
540 31,490 

1,061 52,607 
1,541 53,391 . 

29,270 531;064 
60 3,805 

543 12.777. 
47 4,577 

Total ... · 26,218 641,400 33,278 727,707 

Under superior instruction there is no actual gain, the increase of one in the 
number of colleges being due to the fact that La 1.\fartiniere has for the :first time 
furnished the details of its college department; If it is excluded with its 
eighteen under:graduate pupils, there is a net loss of forty-eight st~dents in 
colleges, of whiCh Government colleges have lost :fifteen. · 

Under secondary instruction there is a reduction of 101 in the number 
of schools and an increase of 969 in the number of pupils. The de
crease in the number of schools is due to three causes-t 1) the with
drawal of grants-in-aid from a large number of inefficient middle schools. 
(2 the orders of Government of October 1877 re-constituting 1.\fiddle English 
schools on a vernacula: basis which have h~d the twofold effect of raising 
good schools to the h1gher class, and turnmg bad schools into vernacular 
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schools; (3) the growing disinclination in certain districts to aid secondary 
schools from the primary grant. The loss in secondary schools is therefore 
not to be regretted. . 

Primary instruction shows an increase of 7,144: schools and 84 542 pupils 
the bulk of the increase being in the Behar Circle. This means n'ot that th~ 
numbers of schools and. pupils in the country has suddenly in~reased to this 
ex:te~t, but that. a large number o~ schools already existing have been brought 
w1thm the purnew of the Educatwnal Department. Under special instruction 
there is a loss of six schools and a gain of twenty-six pupils. Twenty-four 
native girls' schools and 811 pupils were added during the year. 

4. In the following table the schools are classed accordincr to the source 
of their income and the grant by which they are maintained :-"' 

1878. 1879. 
Class of Institutions. r--"- r--.A.--"""\ 

Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 

Government Schools and Colleges 316 28,728 307 28,423 
Grant-in-aid 1,779 85,5G3 1,677 83,281 
Cirde grant 262 10,742 287 11,9!7 
Primary grant 17,395 406,135 2t.354 489,518 
Unaided 6,466 110,232 6,6~3 114,538 

Total ... 26,218 641,400 33,278 727,707 

The Director points out that the number of unaided primary schools which 
lie outside the Government organization has advanced from 6,084 with 86,200 
pupils to 6,232 schools with R4, 196 pupils. I£ these are separated hom the 
other unaided schools, it appears that schools of organized instruction have 
attained an increase amounting in round numbers to 7,l'OO schools and 88,000 
pupils, a far larger increase than in the previous year. J t is clear that each. 
year extends the operations of the primary system to schools of a humbler 
status than the year before. The closing of one army, six normal, and four 
vernacular schools accounts for the decrease in the number of Government schook 
The 1·eduction in aided schools is due to the fact that greater strictness 
has been exercised in renewing and continuing grants. :l'llany new primary 
schools have been brought within the circle system with a total resulting gain 
of twenty-five. Greater caution has been used in aiding middle schools from 
the primary grant, but, on the other hand, there is ari· increase of 7,000 schools 
in primary schools proper. 

5. Excluding colleges and schools of special instruction, the number of 
students in schools of all kinds, who are in. the upper stage of instruction, 
is 7,413; of those in the middle stage 64,920; of those in the higher 
primary stage 264,448, and of those in the lower primary stage 3 85,178, 
making a total of 721,959. The upper stage includes pupils who have 
reached a standard equivalent to that of the first or second class of a school 
reading the University Entrance course; the middle stage all between these 
and the next following class; the primary stage scarcely goes beyond reading, 
writing, and arithmetic; it includes in its higher section those who can, and 
in .its lower section those who cannot, read, write, and understand easy 
sentences in their mother-tongue. The statistics of the social position of 
the pupils cannot be compared with those furnished last year, owing to 
a chancre which has been introduced in the definition. It is observed, 
howeve~, that of 571,202 pupils returned as belonging to the lower classes, 
349 885 are children of cultivators and 65,423 are children of small traders. 

' 6. The Lieutenant-Governor observes with satisfaction that the modifica
tions introduced into the organization of the Department by the Resolution 
dated the 2::Jth July 1878 have on the whole worked well. The higher 
inspecting officen: have been freely consulted by Magistrates on matters connected 
with the administration of the primary grant; in some cases references have 
been made to the Director; but in only one case has it been necessary to refer a 
question for the decision of Government. The transfer to the Circle Inspectors 
of the direct responsibility for .secondarY: education has cau~ed all grant-in-aid 
schools to be subjected to a stncter scrutmy than was poss1ble under the old 
system. The results have been economy in the admir:istration of the grant, an_d 
greater activity and efficiency in aided schools. The D1rector regrets that there 1.s 
still some ambicruit'' in the position of Assistant Inspectors, and suggests tl1at, 1f 

0 • 
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some of them be raised to tho rank of Joint-Inspectors, they tnight be more useful 
~d,·isers to Commissioners, without any prejudice to their due subordination to 
their departmental superiors. This proposal will. he taken int_? consideration. 

7. There appears to hav_e been. some mumndersta~dmg on the part. of 
Mao-istrates re"'arding the pohcy winch Government wish to pursue with 
ref~·ence to th~ distribution of the primary grant. Doubtless, payments to 
primary schools proper should absorb the greater pa~t of the grant, an~ care 
should be exercised that the character of a school IS not changed without 
necessity. But there are many cases in .whi?h schools, Yw.ugh ~o longer 
primary cannot be brouo-ht under the grant-m-a1d rules, and It IS desirable that 
Lower a~d even Middle"' Vernacular schools that have grown out of primary 
schools should in some instances be aided out of the primary grant. The 
laudable desire of district officers to extend primary education has also led 
them in some instances to require from Deputy Inspectors so unremitting an 
attention to it as to interfere with their inspection of secondary schools .. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is unwilling to hamper the l\Iagistrates in this matter 
by any fixed rule, but he thinks it well to remind all officers concerned.in the 
manao-ement of primary instruction that properly the duties of Deputy 
Inspe~tors are ( 1) the immediate personal inspection of secondary schools, and 
(2) the general supervision of primary education through the agency of Sub-
Inspectors. , 

8. The new graded system for the subordinate officers of the department, 
which was introduced during tl1e year, will no doubt prove satisfactory. The 
number of officers admitted to the classes is :HS, of whom six are in the first 
class on Rs. 400 rising to Rs. 500, ten in the second class on Rs. 300 rising to 
Rs. 400, twenty-five in the third from Rs. 200 to Rs. 300, forty in the fourth 
from Rs. 150 toRs. 200, sixty-two in the fifth from Rs 100 to Rs. 150, 
seventy-five· in the sixth from Hs. 75 to Rs. 100, and one hundred in the 
seventh from Rs. 50 to Rs. 75. Promotion will now depend, not alone on the 
length of time for which ~ach officer has served, but also on the character 
which he has earned for general ability and zeal. The future of each officer 
is thus very much in his own hands, and it may fairly be anticipated that 
increased efficiency will result. 

9. .The total number of Government colleges is twelve as in the previous 
year, but the abolition of the Rungpore second grade college has been decided 
on, and it will be carried out at the end of the present session. There are 
still six aided and three unaided colleges. The number of college students has 
decreased in the year under report from 2,003 to 1,963. ']'he Director shows 
that th.is is not ~ue to any temporary. decline in the demand for University 
educatwn, but simply to the decrease m the number of successful candidates 
in the Entrance Examinations of 1876, 1877, and 1878, which h:os diminished 
the amount of "potential college material." The total cost of each student 
to the State, as calculated by the average daily attendance, has decreased from 
Rs. 395 to Rs. 376, after a decrease in the previous year to nearly the same 
amount. But if the ~airer mode of reckoning by th?. average monthly roll 
number recently prescnbed by the Government of In<1Ia be applied to the 
year under report, it will be found to.have decreased from Rs. 334: to R.s. 316. 
At Berhampore the cost has increased from Rs. 479 to Rs. 605 for each student
a rate which the Director justly characterizes as serious, and which renders it 
incumbent on the Lieutenant-Governor to consider whether its status as a 
~ollege can 3;n;: longer be maintai;.ted ":ithout som.e prospect of material 
Impr~vement m Its finances. On th.Is subJect. the Director is requested to 
submit a separate report. The Director pomts out that the increase at 
Rungpore from Rs 127 toRs. 452 supplies a further argument for the abolition · 
there of the college classes. · 

10. For the First Examination in Arts 759 candidates appeared of whom 
6i2 were stuc:ents of colleges, and 87 were ex-students and teache;s and of 

. these 208 P!lssed. Of the candidates from Government schools 35 per cent. 
}Jassed. Aided colleges produced 26 per cent., and private institutions 20 per 
cent. of successful candidates, but among independent candidates only 6 per 
cent. were successful. Of candidates from Government colleO'es one in 
11. was placed i~ the firs~ division, of those fr~m aide~ and pri~at~ colleges 
1 m 24. The Duector pomts out that. there 1s · an mcrease this year ill 
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the number of successfull\Iahomedan candidates, and that three have passed 
in the first and three in the second division against none in the previous 
year. None of the Rungpore Co1lege stude11ts passed this examination. 
Of nine candidates from the Cuttack College no less than eight were suc
cessful, and the new second grade college of Chittagong passed three 
candidates out· of eight at its first competition. For the B A Examin
ation 262 candidates appeared, o£ whom 213 were students of colleges 
and 71 passed. The Government colleges passed 37 per cent. of their 
candidates, aided colleges passed 16 per cent., and o£ private students 18 per cent. 
passed. The Cuttack College has again failed to pass any candidates for 
this examination. The Dacca College succeeded better in this than in the 
F A Examination, but it only passed six out of sixteen. The athletic pre
eminence of the Dacca students is scarcely sufficient compensation for their 
scholastic deficiencies. · 

For the M A degree with honours there were twenty-three candidates, of 
whom thirteen passed ; for the ordinary degree there were nineteen candidates, 
of whom nine passed. . . · · 

11. From the college reports it is evident that the Presidency College con
tinues to show a satisfactory increase in the number o£ its regular students not
withstanding its high rate of fees. The decrease in the Hooghly College is due 
principally to the fact that the schools which feed it have been unsuccessful in the 
Entrance Examination. The Rajshahye, Uidnapore, and Dacca Colleges show an 
increase in the number of their students. 'rhe athletic proclivities of the students 
of the Dacca College have been successfully encouraged by the present Officiating 
Principal, and he has organized a society in connection with the college, which 
has for its object to diffuse general knowledge by means of popular lectures 
and a reading room. There is a similar association at Patna College, which 
was founded by Dr. Roy, re-modelled by Dr. Watt, and is now in a flourishing 
condition. Among the aided colleges the General Assembly's College has far the 
largest number of stud(lnts ; on the other hand, the Free Church Institution 
attained considerable success in the l\I A Examination. In the General Assem
bly's College the cost of each student to Government is Rs. 18 only, in the 
Free Church Institution Rs. 63, in the Cathedral Mission College Rs. 86, in 
St. Xavier's College Rs. 51, in the London Mission College Rs. 60, in the 
Doveton College Rs 176. The Doveton College, which receives a monthly 
grant of Rs. 250, has only passed six students at the First Arts Examination 
during the past five years, while no student bas succeeded in attaining the 
degrees of B A or U A. It is apparent from the figures supplied that the aid 
received from Government is in more than one case entirely out of proportion 
to the usefulness of the institntion. 

12. The following table shows the distribution of the grant-in-aid allot
ment for the last two years, exclusive of special grants for building and other 
purposes:-

1878. /! 
1879. 

0f;~':W:~-~ Number / ~~:::'in~~ I Total II Number I Numbor I ~Mints I Total 
receipts. of •.nstltU· or pupils. from Go· receipts. tiona. of puptls. vernment. ttuns. vernmen t. 

Ro. Ro. I Rs, B.s. 

Colle .. • ... . .. . .. 6 701 24,136 1,18,600 

I 

6 610 24,189 ],20,fi15 ... 
R4 9,3<3 48, .. 2 1,9ti,528 85 8,8!.1-11 48,5fi2 1,90,:!115 

Hhcher Un~lish Schools ... ... 
453 24.iW6 1,30,-lti:J 3,7t.1,289 422 24,:N l,17,S03 3,4tl.~h9 

"lliddle ditto ditto ... 
Middle Vernacular Schools::: ... 674 2S,914 87,2!13 2,47,151 61)6 29,114. 84,916 2,45,H~O 

V)wer ditto ditto ... 1a0 6,035 7,825 22,oa7 116 4,388 7,7aio 21,7k9 

Vrimary ditto ditto ::: ... 11.12 4,876 7,161 IU.t->:'12 Hi3 oi,-1.59 6,5.13 11,1:m 

Girls' Schools for NRtives... . .. 288 7,559 u,n::.7 l,5U,7il 2tiU 6,1M8 41,:W5 1,52.ll6 

Boys• ditto for Europeanij, &c. 8 1,S:l7 85,458 l,H,t25 8 Ut7 23,112 1,:w,:m 

G1rls' ditto lor ditto ... 11 991 19,2S1 70,574 12 1,115 lO,MU 7~.0:Ji 

~lixed ditto lor ditto ... 1R 786 13,9<7 88,117 18 8!12 14,2~0 4:),5tJ-i 

Normal ditto lor ditto ... 16 775 16,6W 42,2!!4 12 ~26 1:3,106 4:),:1\16 

1 11 lti7 
'l'oohnical Schools . ,. ... ... ...... ······ ...... ...... --- --s3."z.·i1--,-4:ol.3W/7a,94,376 ----- ---;:5i~3r4.86:7o2 ---

Total ... 1,779 14)45,408 1,677 

The reduction in expenditure is due to the reduction in the numbe~ of 
aided schools brought about by the great activity that has been shown durmg 
the past year in scrutinizing the charac_ter of the work done by them, an 
activity which has had for its result the Withdrawal .o~ grants :f.roi?- numerous 
inefficient schools. Remedial measures, such as a rev1s10n of establishment, the 
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appointment of new teachers~ or !1 new com!llittee, the reduction ?f . the class 
of the school, the change of 1ts site, or the mcrease of _local subscriptwns, have 
been adopted in all the more hopeful cases; but m some cases all such 
measures have been found unavailing. The principal reductions have taken 
place in the Presidency Circle and in the districts of Jessore and Nuddea; but 
when the small number of schools in Orissa is taken into account, it will be 
seen that considerable activity has been displayed in that province also. 
In the district of Burd wan greater leniency has been shown in dealing with 
inefficient schools, as the prevalence of epidemic fever during the last few years 
sufficiently accounts for their decline. The system on wh~ch these grants-in
aid have been reduced or withdrawn for proved and long-continued inefficiency 
is explained in the report, and is clearly based on sound and equitable prin
ciples. :!Ir. Croft says-

" There still remain a large number of Fohools which, professing to belong to a given 
class, and receiving grants corresponding thereto, have nevertheless for years together either 
sent no candidates to the departmental examinations of the claso, or failed to ensure their 
success. In other word~, they have not fulfilled the conditions under which, whether 
expressly stated or not, g·rants were given them. 'rhat one or more pupils should pass each year 
by the standard which a school professes to teach is, if not the best criterion of efficiency 
throughout its classes, at any rate the only test which we can now apply. Inspectors have 
been urgently reminded that a grant-in-aid is not a benefice, to be held by a school irrespec
tively of its merits or success. The test of efficiency is not a severe one. In defining 
inefficient schools, those only have been regarded whose pupils have entirely failed at two 
or more out of the last three examinations. Further, those schools which, having failed at 
two, have succeeded at the third of these examinations are regarded as " improving" schools. 
Those again which have been newly established, or whose class has been newly raised, are 
reserved for special consideration. Hence, an inefficient school means, as regards the present 
question, an old-established school with a sufficient grant, whose pupils have either not 
appeared, or have altogether failed at the scholarship examinations of 1878, and of one or 
both of the two preceding years. With regard to each of these schools, of which detailed 
lists have been furnished, the Inspector has been requested to make a special investigation, 
and to report what are the causes' of failure and what the prospects of success iii. each case." 

13. The number of Higher English Government schools in Bengal remains 
the same as last year, but there is an increase in the number of pupils. 'l'he num
ber of aided schools increased from 84 to 85, while the number of pupils attending 
them declined from 9,383 to 8,894. In private English schools, however; 
there was a large increase. The number of schools of this class was 63, against 
44 in the previous year, and .the number of pupils attached to them 13,903 
against 9,430. Government schools, as in the previous year, passed half their 
candidates in the Entrance Examination, and, as in the previous year, unaided 
schools attained a greater percentage of success than aided schools. The 
latter phenomenon is easily explained. Higher schools that ask for no grant-in
aid are maintained by some wealthy man who willingly pays for good teachers, 
or they are situated in . popul?us localiti~s where a large income is provided 
and the fees of the pupils, while many aided schools struggle on with difficulty 
in less advanced tracts. The comparative merit of higher Ellglish Govern
ment schools is ro1:1ghly estimated by assigning one, two, and three marks 
for each boy pas&ing in the third, second, or first division respectively. 
Applying this test, we find that among collegiate schools the Hindu and Hare 
Schools show results far bey0nd those of other institutions. The Dacca and 
Kishnaghur Schools follow at a long interval. . The latter owes much to the 
exertions of Mr. Pope, the Officiating Principal of the College. lt,rom the 
Rajshahye Collegiate School four candidates passed in the first division. 
Zillah sc~ools are divided into three classes-the first consisting of those 
whose pupils are over 300; the second of those whose pupils are between 175 
and 300; the third of those whose pupils are below 175. Among first class 
schools the Uttarparah 8chool has for the first time taken the highest place in 
the Entrance E;xamination. Its figure of merit is inferior only to those of the 
first four collegmte schools. The Beerbhoom School is second, beating the two 
great schools of Eastern Bengal at JI.Iymensingh and Barisal. It is explained 
however, that these two schools have really done better than in previous years' 
but Uttarparah and Beerbhoom have done better still. The Beerbhoom Schooi 
is said to owe much of its success to the efficiency and high character of the 
present head-master. Among second class schools Bankoora stands first· the 
third class is headed by Purulia and Balasore. ' 
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14. The gain of one in aided schools is accounted for by the Contai School 
in 1\Iidnapore, the Jamalpore School in Bhagulpore, and four schools in 
Jessore having been raised from the middle to the higher class, while from five 
schools in the P1·esidency Division the grant has been withdrawn. The increase 
in the class of unaided schools which takes place in the advanced districts round 
Calcutta may be a subject of congratulation, as it is due to a genuine desire 
for higher English education. But it would appear that the rise of such 
schools in Orissa and Behar is due principally to a spirit of restlessness and 
rivalry, and that this influence is, during the short lifetime of these ephemeral 
institutions, prejudicial to the cause of education, as it tends to substitute a 
lower for a higher standard of excellence. 

15. Middle English schools have decreased from 572 with 31,618 pupils 
to 540 with 31,490 pupils. Government schools have decreased from seven 
with 1,037 pupils to six with 820 pupils, and aided schools from 453 with 
24,906 pupils to 422 with 24,387 pupils. Private schools continued to be 11~ 
in number, while the number of their pupils has advanced from 5,675 to 6,283. 
The loss of one Government school is due to the reduction to a lower class of 
the English school for the children of sepoys in the cantonments at Bhagulpore. 
The Director explains the loss of thirty-one aided schools thus:-" F'rom nineteen 
the grants have been withdrawn, six have been raised to the higher class, and 
seventeen reduced to the class of vernacular schools, while eleven new grants 
have been sanctioned. In the Presidency Division there is a reduction of twenty
four middle English schools, of which fourteen have been converted into middle 
vernacular schools, and four raised to the higher class, leaving a net loss of six 
schools." The District Committee of Jessore have been especially vigorous. 
In conjunction with the Inspector they have carried out most systematically the 
orders of Government with regard to inefficient schools, and their reconstitution 
on a vernacular basis. 

16. The policy of placing the course in middle English schools upon a 
vernacular basis has been discussed at considerable length in the Inspectors' 
reports, and, though some officers, notably in the Eastern Circle, regard the 
change with disfavour, the balance of opinion inclines to the view adopted by 
the Director that the measure was sound in principle, and that it will be pro
ductive of good results. Mr. Dellett, Inspector of the Rajshahye Circle, writes 
thus-" The measure was by no means a popular one, and its unpopularity 
was, I believe, almost without exception in proportion to the need which 
existed for it. 'l'he class of teachers which most hates to be obliged to teach 
in Bengali is the class in which the knowledge of English is the slightest; and 
not only is it the case that the pupils in middle English schools now learn 
their other lessons more satisfactorily by far than they could :formerly, when 
they were taught in a tongue 'not understanded of' either pupil or teacher ; 
but I have noticed during the course of my tours this past year that there is 
less of that miserable parrot-work than there used to be in the teaching of 
English itself." Sir Steuart Bayley entirely concurs in the view expressed by 
Mr. Croft, and in the soundness of the arguments which he brings :forward in 
support of it. Under the old system the boys obtained a superficial knowledge 
of English without any thorough grounding in the several subjects of study, and 
it is to be feared that the acquisition of this smattering too often unsettled 
them and led them to look beyond their proper station in life. 'fheir education 
was sound neither in English nor in the Vernacular nor in the subjects studied 
through these media. The system res~mbl_ed the often con~emn~d plm; employed 
in some European schools of compelhng httle boys to begm thmr stuay of Greek 
through pon~erous gram';llars wntten in Latin. To the a.llegation t~at the new 
system provides an infenor preparatory course for the Higher English schools, 
Mr. Croft replies that the vast majority never go beyond the middle course, 
and that what is required for them is a sound J.?iddle-class educa.tion, complete 
as far as it goes. It appears that the _proportiOn of. students m ~he Middle 
English schools that proceed to higher schools IS only one m 16, and 
Mr. Croft rightly urges that, " in determ~ng the. course of. a sehoul, .we should 
regard the interests of the fifteen who fimsh theu educati?n ~herem, rather 
than of the one who goes to a higher school." But there ~~ httle chance of 
even this one sufferincr under the change of system. As might be expected 
from t~e greater th~roughness of the teaching they have received, l\Iiddle 
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Vernacular scholarship-holders are notoriously more successful at the Entrance 
examination than holders of Middle English Scholarships. Turning, however, 
from scholars who are required by the conditions of their . stipends to proceed 
to Hi"'her En"'lish schools to the voluntary students m the latter, we find 
that they are 

0 
drawn f~·om Middle English schools, and ~iddle Vernacular 

schools in the proportiOns of 5-l and 6! per cent. respectively to the total 
numbe; of pupils in those _schools, w~ile, if ~ ernacular s?hools aided from 
the primary grant, fro~n whlCh few pupils se?k higher educatl?n, are excl~ded, 
the proportion of m1ddle ~ernacular pup1ls _who volu~tar1ly attend h1gh?r 
class schools is still further mcreased. The Dnector pomts out that even m 
Calcutta the great middle schools are purely vernacular. Sir Steuart Bayley 
has no doubt that the change of system will be found beneficial to the true 
interests of the pupils. It is entirely in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Simla Text-book Committee that in the lower stages of instruction substantive 
knowledge should, if possible, be imparted in the vernacular, a recommendation 
based upon the rational principle that students who have had their minds 
trained and developed by the acquisition of ideas through their own mother
tongue are more likely to turn out clever men than those who have spent the 
best years of their childhood in the painful acquisition of foreign words to 
which they are unable to attach any ideas. 

17. The Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination of 1878 was the 
last under the old system. Out of 540 Middle English schools, 315 sent 1,002 
candidates to the examination and 594 passed. In the previous year the total 
number of schools that sent candidates was 308 out of 572, the number of 
candidates was 934, and out of these 575 passed. The improvement in the 
general efficiency of the schools, which these results indicate, is most conspicu
ous in the Burdwan Division. In the Presidency and Patna Divisions the 
number of competing school!;! and of passed candidates shows a sensible 
decrease. This may be accounted for by the fact that in the Patna Division the 
Inspector with the full consexit of the Director raised the standard of examination 
to the level of that of Burdwan. The teachers of the Behar schools, and more 
especially the teachers of English ,are in many cases incompetent and unacquainted 
with the language of the province. Qualified natives of Behar can command higher 
wages than middle schools can afford to pay to their head masters, and the conse
quence is that many schools are in charge of men who were unable to secure 
similar appointments in Bengal. It is to be hoped that the re-constitution of the 
Normal School at Patna will furnish the province of Behar with a better set of 
teachers. In the Presidency Division there is a decrease of thirteen competing. 
schools with twenty-seven candidates, and o£ ten successful schools with twenty
four passed candidates. This decrease is most marked in J essore, in which 
district there is a loss of eleven .competing schools and of eighteen passed 
candidates. This is due to the reforms mentioned in a preceding paragraph. 
The Director remarks that the immediate loss of the few pm;sed students 
which these schools have been able to furnish is more than counterbalanced 
hy the gain of skilled teachers and a useful course of study. 

18. In Middle Vernacular schools there is a loss of five Government schools 
:with 1, 712 pupils, and of forty-seven aided schools with 805 pupils, and a gain of 
twenty-six unaided schools with 890 pupils. The loss of forty-seven aided schools 
is made up of thirty-nine circle and primary grant schools and of eight grant
in-aid schools. . Among the former, two circles with six schools were closed in 
Furreedpore, and sixteen circle schools in Dacca were reduced or closed, owing, 
as the Inspector alleges, to the withdrawal by the Magistrate of the allowance 
from the circle grant, though this grant is no longer under the control of the 
Magistrate. In Jessore the primary grant has for some years been exceeded, and 
in order to rectify this at once, it was decided, rather hastily perhaps, to withhold 
grants from 21 middle schools. In Midnapore 11 mi~dle schoolH were similarly 
dealt with. The loss of eight grant-in-aid schools is explained by the with
.drawal of grants from thirty-six, and the reduction of seven to lower vernacular 
schools, counterbalanced by the reduction into this class of fourteen l\fiddle 
English schools and the sanctioning of twenty-one new grants. The orders 
constituting Middle English schools on a. vernacular basis have facilitated 
the development o£ l\fiddle Vernacular schools into 1\Iiddle En()'lish schools. 
With the permission of the Circle Inspector, any Middle V ern~cular school 
may at its own expense add an English class. Many schools have availed 
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themselves of this privilege. As soon as the English classes in these 
schools reach. the sta~dard of th~ Middle Scholarship.they will be placed 011 
the same footmg as l\Itddle Enghsh schools. The Lwutenant-Governor quite 
c?ncurs with t~e Director in ~is opinion that, if it is constantly recog
mzed as the aim of the teachmg that a sound vernacular standard is to 
be maintained, and that all subjects are to be taught through the medium 
?f t?e vernacular, the. extension of ~nglish teaching within proper limits 
IS hkel y to be benefimal. In the l\IIddle Vernacular Scholarship examin
ation there is a loss un~er. every )lead as con; pared witl~ the previous year. The 
loss has taken place pnnmpally m the Presidency, RaJshahye and Patna Divi
sions; i_n the East~rn Cir.cle, and in the divisions o£ Bhagulpore, Chota N agpore, 
and Onssa, there IS a gam both of successful schools and of successful pupils. 
Much of the loss in the Presidency Division is explained by the reductiOn of 
middle schools in Jessore. In the northern districts of the Rajshahye Division 
there is a :lifficulty in obtaining competent pundits, but this will be removed by 
th~ tran~fer of t~m Norma~ School fro:n Rampore. Bauleah to Rungpore. In 
this, as m the Middle Enghsh Scholarship exammatwn, the results in the Patna 
Division were affected by the introduction of the Burdwan standard of examina
tion. 

Tho success of the schools in the Dacca Division is remarkable. It is 
ascribed by the Director to the excellence of the teachers trained in the Dacca 
Normal School, which had in former years a very high reputation. The Director 
~ays-" The villagers t.a~e the greatest int~rest and pride in. their schools, and 
m the general competltwn for scholarships; and they d1splay no anxiety 
whatever to convert a good vernacular into an indifferent English school." 
He points out also that the success of the numerous Dacca schools has been 
attained at little cost . 

. 19.. Dur.intl the course of th.e year Pundit l\Iohesh Chandra Nyayaratna, 
9ffiCiatmg Prmmpal of the Sansknt Colle&"e, p~t forward a proposal to modify 
m several respects the course of study m .l\11ddle Vernacular schools which 
was fixed in 1875. His proposalf! were (1) to appoint some central authority 
to select text-books in Bengali in order to define the standard in langua()'e and 
literature at the l\Iiddle Scholarship Examination ; (2) to omit mensuratign from 
the course as involving a knowledge of the 3rd Book of Euclid, and to omit 
the alternative subjects of botany and chemistry as requiring practical 
appliances not existing in the schools, and scientific knowledge not possessed 
by the teachers, and as having no. relation to the course in higher schools· 
(3) to substitute hygiene for these subjects; (4) to raise the marks assigned t~ 
the Bengali language as by far the most important subject of the course. 
These proposals were thoroughly discussed. It was agreed by all that the first 
proposal suggested a valuable reform which, under the orders of Government 
placing the selection of text-books for middle schools in the hands o£ Inspectors, 
can be carried into effect. The other proposals were rightly condemned 
as retrograde and unsound in principle. It is hoped that the scientific 
instruction in these schools will be gradually improved by the improved teach
ing of the Normal schools. The adoption by the Government of India of Dr. 
J. l\1. Cunningham's Sanitary Primer may to some extent facilitate the intro
duction of the subject of hygiene. 

20. Lower Vernacular schools have diminished in number from 1,604 to 
1 541. 'l'he loss has taken place principally in aided schools, for in the Govern
n~ent schools there is a gain of three schools, and the number of pupils has almost 
doubled itself. This loss is due to the £act that this class o£ schools has not been 
so liberally aided as formerly from the primary grant. The results o£ the Lower 
Vernacular Scholarship examination are on the whole satisfactory. The 
number of competing schools has largely increased, though the number of 
successful schools and pupils is less. The Director explains that this does not 
point to any decline in efficiency. Owing to the reduction of many schools 
of the previous year, a large number of the competing schools of 1877 were 
not in existence in 1878, while the new schools were scarcely strong enough to 
succeed at a first attempt. It is believed that in the Presidency Circle the 
standard of examination was raised. 

21. A large increase is shown over the previous year in the number of 
orn·t-mized primary schools, the total being 29,270 schools with 531,064 pupils, 
ag~inst 22, 12G and 446,522 respectively. A remarkable extension of the 
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circle of organized instruction has taken place in the Bhagulporo Division under 
the operation of the "chief guru" system .. In l\[?I~gh~r and Bhagulpor.e e~pe· 
cially the results come up to the most sangume antiCipatwn.s.. In these du;tn~ts 
the. class of unaided schools has, as was last year antiCipat8d, totally dis· 
appeared under the influence of this sys~em. In l\1.ongl~yr the num?er of 
schools aided from the primary grant has nson from 153 With 5,355 pupils to 
1,464 with 18,235 pupils, and in Bhagulpore f~·om180 with 4,037 pupils to.I,303 
with 18,877 pupils. 1\Ioreover a remarka?le mcrease has . tal~en !?lac~ In the 
number of candidates who passed the Pnmary Scholarship Exammatwn. In 
l\Iono·hyr the number of successful candidates has risen from 443 to 647; in 
Bbagulpore from 69 to 193. The sa~e system has yroduc~d a la~·ge increase 
of aided primaries and of successful pnmary schol~r~h1p ~an.didates m t.he Patna 
Division thouo·h the system is not pushed equally mall distncts. In this system 
the patshalas ~f each district are grouped into circles, with one more efficient 
than the rest. under a stipendiary chief guru at the centre. The chief guru is 
char()'ed with the duty of communicating with all the patshalas in his circle, of 
getti~g information from them, of teaching and inspecting them to som~ ex~ent, 
and of paying them the rewards they may h~ve earned at t~10 exannnatwns. 
The introduction of this system may seem to mvolve hardship at the outset, 
as it implies the withdrawal of regular monthly stipends from the gurus of the 
pathsalas surrounding the chief guru's pathsala, and the substitution of rewards 
according to the success of their pupils in examinations. On the whole, it 
appears to be a very successful form of the system of payment by results. 

22. This system bas been considerably extended during the past year 
with due modifications . to adapt it to the needs of particular districts. In last 
year's report it was stated that Mr. Larminie had introduced into Burdwan 
the system of small stipends and large rewards which proved so successful in 
his hands in · Bankoora. It has now been brought into full operation, and 
the results are highly encouraging. The system of paymenj; by results 
has been more successful in· the 24-Pergunnahs this year, as the gurus have 
come to understand that it does not imply the discontinuance of Govern
ment aid. It is proposed. to substitute for the present system of quarterly 
local examinations the 1\iidnapore system of yeal'ly central examinations. 

The lliidnapore system, pure and simple, does not seem applicable to all 
districts. It cannot be carried out in its entirety in Backergunge on account 
of the district being "a network of khals." Here the method of adminis
tering the. g_1:ant is a combin~ti~n of P.ayment by st~pends and payment by 
results. S1m1lar causes make ·It mapphcable to RaJshahye. The system is 
to be tried there in certain thanas where the waters subside early. In Cuttack 
the system of payment by results is said by the Joint-Inspector to have 
advanced beyond the experimental stage. In Balasore, the form in vogue last 
year has been modified by the institution of inspecting abadhans who have 
improved the accuracy of the returns, and have done good service by induc
~ng teac~ers fr?m various parts of the.di.strict to attend the Normal schools, by 
mtroducmg prmted books and by assistmg the Sub-Inspectors at the time of 
the pass and primary examinations. Balasore now stands .at the head of 
the list of districts as regards the percentage of pupils to population in all 
schools coming under the cognizance of the Department. l\lidnapore, which last 
year headed the list, now stands second. In Hooghly no change has been made 
in the simplified form of payment by results described in last year's report. 
In Howrah a large increase in tlw number of aided pathsalas has been brouo·ht 
about by the introduction throughout· the district of the Hooghly system o of 
payment by results slig·htly modified. In Rungpore the system of 'payment 
by results failed last year. The form adopted was that of small fixed grants 
supplemented by rewards after quarterly examinations. It has now been 
considerably modified. New schools are no longer limited as before to the 
smallest rate of aid. The consequence is an increase of over 100 schools and 
about 2,000 pupils. 'fhe large increase in the number of aided schools in the 
~istrict of Dacca is due to the orders authorizing payment to all gurus who sent 
m returns and the classi1l.g of their schools as aided. In both districts of the 
Chittago~g Divi~i01~ the system of stipends is still in force. l\Ir. Cotton pointR 
ou~ that m the d1stnct of Chittagong the 1\Iahomedans do not care to send their 
ch1ldren to our schools through dislike to the secular character of the instruc
tion. He considers that our object should be to improve the existing maktabs 
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in which the I(oran is the principal subject taught, not to supplement them 
by patbsalas ; and if his statement is correct that three out of four aided 
pathsalas in the district are artifical institutions where the Government "'rant is 
the mainstay of support and not merely supplementary to other sources of income 
no doubt the maktabs, which are said to be six times more numerous, are als~ 
more deserving of support, if the teaching which they afford can be to some 
extent liberalized and enlarged. It is essential, however, that some secular 
subjects should be introduced into the course of teaching, so that the elements 
of exp!:tnsion may not be wanting. The Dit:-ector points out that the system 
which should govern alJ methods of primary instruction in Bengal is to endeavour 
by the help of Government support to introduce into the traditional course of 
study, whether religious or secular, in the indigenous schools; certain subjects 
of instruction which will bring it intoaccordance with the general system 
of education in the province. In these views the Lieutenant-Governor 
entirely concurs, and will be glad to see a commencement made of 1\Ir. Cotton's 
scheme for assisting and improving the indigenous maktabs of the district. 
'l'his may be done without interfering with the religious character of the 
instruction given. It is only necessary that secular instruction should be 
superadded. · 

23. In the Pr_imary Scholarship Exam_ination of th_e year under report, 
there has been an mcrease of 1,579 .competmg schools wtth 3,925 pupils, and 
of 945 successful schools with 2,318 pupils. The bulk of the increase· is found 
in the divisions of Patna and Bhagulpore. In every division there is an 
increase, except in Rajshahye. . The proportion of pupils in the higher section 
of the primary stage (i. e. those who can read, write, and understand easy 
sentences in their mother-tongue) has increased from 34·4 to 37·1 per cent. · the 
proportion of those in the lower section has decreased from 64·5 to 61·7' per 
cent. It is very satisfactory to observe that 73 per cent. of the primary 
scholarships .were gained by boys of the lower classes. 

24. There is a slight diminution in the number of Eurasian and European 
schools and of pupils under instruction. More than three-fourths of the whole 
number of pupils belong to Calcutta schools. The number of candidates from 
these institutions that passed the Entrance Examination is the same as last year, 
but only one scholarship has been gained this year against seven in the preced
ing year. St. Paul's School at Darjeeling has recovered from its temporary de
pression under the skilful management of the present head master Mr. Carter. 
Its numbers have doubled, and last year it passed two candidates at the En· 
trance Examination-one in the first division. The J amalpore School is the best 
of the Railway schools ; it has been admirably managed by Mr. and Mrs. Pegler, 
who have now been transferred to the Constantia School at Kurseong. 

25. There has been an increase of pupils in all classes of girls' schools, 
and an addition of 1,612 to the number of girls reading in boys' schools. The 
latter is due to the increase in the number of girls attending primary grant 
pathsalas. There appears to be a slight falling off in the number of girls in the 
two upper stages of instruction, but it is doubtful if implicit reliance can be 
placed upon the figures. One very interesting incident in the educational 
history of· the year was the success of 1\liss Kadambini Bose at the Entrance 
examination. This is the first instance of a Beng-ali lady passing an examin
ation of the University. Miss Bose was graded in the second division, having 
failed by one mark only to obtain a place in the first division. A special 
Junior Scholarship was created for her by Sir Ashley Eden, and it is hoped 
that her distinguished success may stimulate her young fellow countrywomen 
to endeavour to follow her example. 'l'hree young ladies-whose names 
are Kamini Sen, Abala Das, and Suburna Prabha Bose, all like 1\liss Kadam
bini Bose pupils of the Bethune School-passed the :nfiddle Scholarship Examin
ation, two in English and the third in Vernacular. Five " Mary Carpenter" 
scholarships, instituted by the National Indian Association of London, have been 
competed for during the course of the year-three of Rs. 48 per annum by 
the Lower Vernacular, and two of Rs. 60 per annum by the Middle Verna
eular standard. .Forty-seven girls presented themselves for examination for the 
Utterparah Hitaishini Sabha scholarships. Of these twenty-six passed-ten 
by the first, twelve by the second, and four by the third standard. 

26. Mrs. Monmohini 'Wheeler, Inspectress of Schools, examined during 
the year 1,059 out of the 1,639 pupils returned as under instruction in zenanas 
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or zenana schools. The discrepancies between tho returns made by her of 
the standards attained by the examinees and those made by the Superintendents 
of the zenana agencies are very str.iking.. Thus Mrs: Wheeler pla~es. 82 per cont. 
of the pupils in the lowest stage, m wluch the att~mments are l~mtted to read
in(}' small words writinO' the alphabet and countmg to 50; while the zenana 
ag~nts claim that the proportion is o;1ly 30 per cent. It is not yossible to 
reject the judgment of the I11:spectr~ss m favo~r of th~t.of the S~pern~tendents, 
nor is it possible to reconcile estimates. whiCh e~h1b~t such wide drff~rences. 
IUr. Croft justly observes that these discrepanCies Illustrate th~ difficulty 
of introducinO' any method of payment by standards. The Duector also 
refers to the

0 
O'rave defects in the existing system of zenana teaching 

reported by 1\l~s. Wheeler. These defects are :gartly in the. manage
ment, partly in · the ch~racter of t~e teachers employed. Th~ want of 
co·operation among the drfferent agencws, an absence of any sustamed effort 
to enforce the payment of fees, the multiplication o£ schools within a limited area, 
the attempt to teach elderly women who have received no previous training, are 
defects of the first kind. The incapacity of many, and untrustworthiness of some, 
of the Native Christian teachers are defects of the second kind. The supply 
of good teachers ·is decidedly insufficient, and perhaps really the most satis
factory solution of the existing difficulty would be a contraction of the work of 
the different agencies and an improvement of the average teaching staff. It 
miO'ht then be possible to bring a reasonable system of payment by standards 
int~ operation. On the other hand, it is gratifying to observe that Mrs. Wheeler 
speaks highly of the work done by the ladies of the Zenana Association at. 
Barrackpore, who have been trained in the Free Church Orphanage and 
Normal School. This institution is remarkable for the admirable discipline 
enforced within its walls, and it has turned out a succession of able teachers. 
The Church 1\lission School and Orphanage at Agurpara is of the same 
excellent class. 

27. The number of law students has diminished from 316 to 227. 
The Presidency College law class has a surplus of Rs. 1, 710, the Patna College 
of Rs. 317. If the cost to Government of the Hooghly and Dacca classes 
is deducted, there remains a surplus on all the classes of Rs 1,134. Both the 
Dacca and Hooghly law classes, the only two which are a source of expense 
to Government, do very badly in the University examinations. It has 
now been decided to limit the salary of the Professor of Law at Dacca to the 
amount of fees paid by . the students, provided they do not exceed Rs. 200 a 
month. 

28. The number of students in the Medical College has increased from 
145 to 208, whereas that of pupils in vernacular medical schools has declined 
from 686 to 609. The increase in the Medical College is due partly to the 
fact that the hospital cfass has been nearly doubled, partly. to the re-admission 
of old University students or of those that failed at the last examination at 
which the number of failures was greater than in preceding years. The effective 
desire for medical degrees is measured by the number of new admissions· 
of these there were only twenty against thirty-five of the previous year. 'l'h~ 
reports of the Superintendents of the Vernacular. Medical Schools are very 
encouraging. In accordance with the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
the Campbelll\Iedical School, the number of admissions each year is henceforth 
to be limited to fifty, and more satisfactory guarantees of preliminary education 
are to be required. The admission of casual students to this school has recently 
been stopped. These persons, unable to procure the necessary certificates for 
a~mi~sion as regula: students, have. been known to return to practice in their 
v1llages after a bnef attendance m the casual class, and thus brinO' discredit 
on the European system of medicine. The Director has this year, for the first 
tim~, had the advantage of t~e comments made by the Surgeon-;Genm·al upon the 
vanous reports of the mediCal schools and colleges. Dr. Irvmg speaks hiO'hly 
o£ the hospital assistants turned out from the Temple Medical School. The 
Cuttack Medical School has made very satisfactory progress. This vear's opera
tions amply justify the opinion expressed in the last Resolution that there can 
be no doubt about the ultimate success and permanent usefulness of these insti
tutions. 

29. In the Uivil. Engineering D.epartment of t~e Presi~ency College the 
number of students has mcreased from mghty-seven to 01ghty-nme, while those in 
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veniacular survey schools have advanced from 160 to 165. Technical school,; 
number 149 pupils, an increase o£ one. Arrangements for the establishnwnt 
of an Industrial School on the site of Bishop's College are in pro~ress, anJ. the 
Lieutenant-Governor has every confidence that this institution will prove of the 
utmost benefit to the youth o£ the province. It will gi ,.e natiye boys u£ all 
classes the means of obtaining a thoroughly practical eduration, and enalJio 
them to leave the beaten track o£ clerical and ministerial serYice, for which 
alone they now care to qualify thet11SelYes; and it will open to them, as well 
as tfo t~e E

1
uropean and East Indian boys of the 1arge cities, a large and useful 

pro esswna career. 
30. On the 31st of .:\larch there were seventy-six students on the roll of tiH3 

School of Art, of whom ,sixty-nine ~ere Hindus. Besides these seventy-six, 
fifty-one students had been in the school for longer or shorter period:>, so that the 
total number who had received instruction during the year was 127. The 
Principal repeats with satisfaction Lis statement of last year, that continued 
improvement is taking place with regard to the length of time the students 
remain in the school. Out of tbe seventy-six students on the 31st Jlarch, forty 
had been in the school from two and a half to three years. He complains ~f 
the rawness of the students that come to him, and suggests that simple outline 
drawing should be made part of the instruction given in eYery school th<lt 
receives Government aid. This suggestion ·is, the Lieutenant-Go,·emor 
fears, impracticable. The progress made by the students continues to be 
most satisfactory. At the Fine Arts Exhibition held in Calcutta bst cohl 
weather, fourteen students and ex-students of the school contributed no fewer 
than sixty-Rix paintings and other studies from life, and 122 specimens of 
wood engraving and lithography, and they carried off four prizes and three 
certificates of honourable mention. Their success reflects great credit upon 
the Principal, Mr. II. H. Locke. Mr. H. H. Locke is also in immediate charge 
o£ the Art Gallery. The expenditure on the Gallery during the present year 
was Rs. 8,076 out of an annual grant of Rs. 10,000. Of this sum lls. 3,2~0 
was spent upon the purchase of four pictures which are regarded as very 
valuable additions to the Gallery. 

31. In accordance mth the policy followed in past years, six more 
Normal schools were closed during the year and two have been closed since 
the end of the year. Fifteen now remain, besides the boarding school at 
l:angamatti in the IIill Tracts of Chittagong, which is retmned as a 
Normal school. Owing to the recent extension of primary education, it is 
found impossible to train more than a small fraction of the teachers of pathsa]a::;. 
Third rate Normal schools have therefore been closed in all di~tricts where 
::;econdary education is sufficiently widely spread to provide a fair sup1Jiy 
of school-trained teachers. to take employment in private schools. Such a, 
remain are reported to do good service in fixing and maintaining a standard 
of efficiency that might otherwise suft'er decline. In the Yernacular Master
ship Examination of this year, 224 candidates appeared, the same num her fh 

last year; but only 143 passed against 150. The Hooghly Normal SchoC!l 
is again easily first, and that of Beauleah second. The Calcutta and Dacca. 
schools again failed c0nspicuously. The continued ill-success of the~u 
institutions is said to be due rather to permanent adverse conditions than to any 
failure of duty on the part of the teachers. The Director justly remarks 
that the task now before the Department in cNmection with all Xorrnal 
schools is not to provide better teachers, but to e11sure an adequate aud 
sustained supply of stipendiary students, qualified by their attainmeuts and 
capacity to profit by their teaching. 

32. The number of 11ahomedans under instruction in Gonrnment aidc·l 
und unaided schools has risen from 111,6!5 to 131,808. The policy of g-i>in;; 
facilities for the study of English within the Madrasas whene\·er there is a 
genuine desire to learn that language, by the appointment of Engli~h-~pcakin~ 
Moubvis and by the all0tment of Anglo-Persian scholarships chargeable to tlw 
Molu;in Fund, bas been continued this year. A scholar.,;hip of l:s. 2,(100 was 
granted in the course of the year to Syed Ilossein, sou of :Jloulavi Zain_uddiu 
llossein, a well-known Mahomedan gentleman of Patna, to enct1le lnrn to 
visit England for the purpose of prosecuting his studies there. Fi,·e :Jiadrasa,; 
are supported from this Fund; the Calcutta :Jiadrasa lJeing tlJC only one 
supported from Ge1wral Revenues. In the general examination of the ~hdra'a', 
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112 candidates passed ou~ of 1 ?1.: £orty-~ight _w_e~e placed in the first, twenty
ei rrht in the second, and thuty-six m the third divisiOn. In the prevwus year, out 
ol'I61 candidates only eighty-six were successful. In the Calcutta Madrasa 
there is a steady increase o£ pupils from year to year. The Hooghl;y: l\fadrasa 
is still weak, but it is expected that the Joragh_at Branch l\Iadrasa will soon l_Je 
able to supply it with pupils. No changes of_ Importance have t~ke~ place m 
the Dacca 1\Iadrasa. The results o£ the different annual exammatwns were 
satisfactory. 'l'here is a slight fallin~ off in the Chitt~gong. :Madrasa. 'l'he 
establishment of a school as a feeder to It seems to be requued; 

~3. In the early part o£ the year 1878, the Director proposed that, with 
a view to encouracre the study of Sanskrit literature among private students, 
an examination sh~uld be held in the four subjects o£ literature, law, philosophy 
and the Vedas, and that certificates signed by the Director of Public . Instruc
tion and the Principal of the Sanskrit College should be given to successful 
candidates. Sanction having been given to the proposal, the first examination 
was held in April: fifty-two candidates appeared, and twenty-four certificates 
were granted. Each 1·ecipient of a certificate had a Sanskrit title bestowed on 
him, showing the branch in which he was proficient. The Principal of the 
Sanskrit College confidently anticipates that this examination will become one 
of the most popular institutions in the country. 

34. In Bengal the supply of school books does not require any artificial 
stimulus. The work of selection is left to a Central Committee, which has for 
three or four years done very useful work. In the more backward province of 
Behar, the present Inspector has shown great energy in stimulating the com
pilation and translation from the Bengali of useful works. The Joint
Inspector of Orissa states that the patronage offered to authors by Government 
and the Maharajah of Dhenkanal has resulted in the production of a valuable 
series of school books: at the same time he points out that there is a want of 
Ooriya atlasses and dictionaries. 

35. No change of ani importance has taken place in the educational policy 
of the Department during the past year. Superior instruction has been main
tained at its former high level; great efforts have been made -tq Becure the 
efficiency of secondary instruction, and the due application of the funds 
assigned to it, while the circle of organized primary instruction has been still 
further extended. The demand for education of all kinds is continually 
increasing, and the people show every year greater readiness to· contribute 
towards its cost. Sir Steuart Bayley desires cordially to acknowledge the good 
work done by the officers of the Department, and the influence which their 
labours have exercised in stimulating the desire for knowledge among the 
people. The gentlemen who constitute the teaching and inspecting staff have 
e~rned a very high reputatio~ for the educational body of Bengal. Mr. Croft 
duected the Department durmg the year with marked ability, and he has 
presented the results of the year's administration in a report which for fulness 
and lucidity, leaves nothing to be desired. - ' 

0RDER.-0rdered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Director of Public Instructi?n for information. and guidance. 

Ordered also that copies be forwarded to all Commissioners of Divisions 
for their information and guidance, and for communication to District Magis
trates and District Committees. 

CoPY forwarded to 

CALC OTT A, 

Tile 2211d October 1879. 
C. E. G.-Reg. No, 8247-HI-79. 

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

COLMAN MACAULAY, 

Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
~---

Circular No. 30. 

By order of the Lieutenant~Governor of Bengal, 

C. W. BOLTON, 

Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


