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PREFACE 

The importance of statistics and indicators for evaluating the impact of development 
programmes in the country need not be over emphasized. This has become more important in 
the context of economic liberalization programmes underway in the country since 1991. It 
has been the endeavour of the Central Statistical Organization (CSO) to make available up­
to-date and reliable statistics and indicators for general use. The first attempt for making 
available a set of socio-economic indicators at one place was made in J 987 by ·publishing 
brochure entitled "Sele~ted Socio-Economic Statistics for India". Keeping in view the utility 
of the publication expressed by the users, it was made an annual publication and till now six 
issues of the publication have been brought out. 

In this publication, an attempt has been made to enlarge the number of indicators by 
including 12 additional indicators relating to health facilities, education, household 
characteristics, etc. Efforts have been also made to incorporate some more graphs & charts 
as well as to improve the presentation of the data. With these changes, I hope our esteemed 
readers will find this publication more useful and informative. 

' 
It would not have been possible for the CSO to bring out the publication but for the 

willing support of various data source agencies by way of supplying desired information/ data 
with the minimum possible time lag. I hope that their cooperation would continue in future 
also. 

This publication has been prepared in the Social Statistics Division of the CSO under 
the guidance of Shri R.L. Narasimhan, Director who was ably assisted by Shri Harish 
Chandra, Joint Director, Dr. R.N. Pandey and Shri Sanjay Kumar, Deputy Directors. I 
would also like to thank Shri Ajay Rawat and Rajesh Panwar, Junior Investigators and other 
staff of the Unit for preparation of the manuscript and.Shri Ravi Kumar, Stenographer, Grade 
'D' for excellent stenographic assistance. 

I hope that this publication will go a ·long way in meeting the felt need ofthe planners, 
administrators and rese~rch workers in understanding changes taking place in socio-economic 
scenario of the country. ·Though, we ourselves are always trying to improve the coverage and 
quality of the publication, suggestions from the readers for the same are most welcome. 

New Delhi 
20 August, 1997 

(S .S. Srivastava) 
Director-General 

Central Statistical Organisation 
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