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. . . 
JNTRODUCfiON .. . . 

. . . , . . . . '. \\ U'. . ' ,I ' ' -_. 

. . -The Season and Crop Report is .an important publicati "1>rought out by_ / 
De~rtm.ent ?f~ Agricultur.e of Maharashtr~ State_ which pr~se · :.u~~~~~-· ~~~;::/ 
matton· pertamtng to .Agnculture. . ·.- .- . . .. : · . . ._ . . _;? · 

. Th.~ pres~nt report for the year ·1.~85-86 ·gives)nf<?rmation on _rairiralt data, 
districtWise · Land Utiljsation Statistics,· area~ production !!Dd productivitr of 
variou~ crops, farm 'harvest prices, . agricultural wages etc.. . . : . ' . . . . ' . 

· ·The rainf~ll·: da~ pr~sent~d i~ th~.: reix;it is based. ~n daiJy rairiran figures. 
received fro.ni Reveil~e Offi~es and from In~·lian · .. Meteorological Dep~rtment 
for a few selected centres,--during the year: · 

•. . ". . .. 

. · Dab~ on-land utru~~tion~ ~d.urces.6f irrigation,.are~s~~derdifferent~ops and··: .. 
agrlcultural ·wages is ·.receive~· from Pistrict .Revenue _Offices. ';('he. results of 

. production· estimates are based ·on the . crop estimation · surveys conducted· on 
certain principal. food:·a_nd non::food ·crops while the data pertaining t~> farm -
harvcst.;Prices are collect~<f py ·Agricultural· Development dlficers .. The data .. 
on :agriCultural stocks present~d ·i~ ·tlle report is. based oil quinouenniaf cerisJ~S. 
of live-stock ·and agi'i<?ul~ural machinery conducted in 1982 b~y the ·Directorate 
of Animal Hu~~andr~, Go~et;nment ~£-M~harashtra. · · · .. 

·The districtwise .figure-s are given in .Tables-I to Table-VII and state level:., 
;figures are summanZed. ~I.l sw.nmary T~b~es A to I. ~ . . . . .· · . . . 

_. The Salient featureS' :;tre summarised ·bel~w, ·_ · 

· · During 198S;....86 th~ behaviour of monsoon w~s erra'tic, tbou~~co~nienced 
·in time up. Oto July·l985. Mqnso6n was f~ebie s~ kharif· sowing was delayed> 

. D.ue. to · ·dry . spell, from -16th .August to 19th. Sept~mber, -.:khaiif . erop · 
grow'th. ~as,: !ltUnted.' D~e~ to S93-~ty· and .intermittant raifls, crops on 'light: · 
soils withered;:.and suffer~d- from moisture stress.~ Rains 'in January, 't986> were · _ 
benefidal .for·_ late_. sown .. rabi ·crops: .. However,_due ~o-~ins_.accompamed by. 
hailstorms in February 1986, ·standing .rabi crops wei:e . adversely affected. ··In · . 

. genaiil sea89D was not:- sajisfaciory duripg 1985-"-86.. ' . : : . . . ·_ . 
. .. . . . . · ..... 

. nie net cropp_e4 ~rea. during .. ·the. y~a_r. titid~r. rep.ort . was 182. 2l lakli 
hectar~s o:.: '59.2% of ge·ographicall).rea (307 .58. Iakh hectar_es) while gross 
cropped area ~s 205.68 Iakh hectares ·or · 66.9% ~f geogcaphieal ~ea. 

· The .net irrigated· area vias reported as 19:48' lakh ·.hectares ~bile gross· 
irrigated . area was· 24.20 Iakh hectares. · 

·· _ Even thciugh .the are~ .under foodgrains .i. e . . t40 .49 lakh. hectares. sh~wed: · 
an increase of 2'. 5% over. preceding· year the foodgiain produ~tion (87 .12 lakh 
tonnes) sho~ed a ~ecrease of ·6% over that of the .'prec,eding year· due to. 
adverse seasonal conditions. · 



Sugarcane production . was 232.68 la.kh tonnes while C.otton production 
was 19.83 lakh bales of 170 ,kg. each. 

Oil!ieed production was · 9.53 ·lakh tonnes. The production of almost all 
·crops except Cotton ·decreas~d during the ye.ar under report ... 

The report ~ay prove helpful to the· users of agricultural statistics. 

Pune.:.41.1 001 . 

Dated December 1992 · . 

·--

( Sd.) 

.. (Umeshchandni Sarangi) . 

Ditector of Agriculture, · 
:tylahatashtra State, Pmie 411001· 
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