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Introduction 

' ...... -- :_ 

. . . , . r ·. - . . ·- .. . . 
· A:iaa Bhavan, New: Delhi·. on three days· from" :F·~bruary 14 to 

·. ~- '~ ·,;,; : '-~ - .. :: . . . .. . 

16, 1966. ·This is not the first time that an all-India 
·. 
! .. .:··· .• ' _: •. • • .: • ·• : • 

sem~nar of research workers.· in the field of education 
. . . 
has"·b~en .organi·s~d. ·A conf1~;ence of re~earch workers 

1. .• .... ·~ 

in ec:iu~ation, particularly of those who had .received 
... 

grarits--iri; . .'aid t'or'research projects from the Ministry 
; j 

of Ed~cation an·d· the NCERT, had m~t· during the summer 

· of 1963 ~t .belhi. About thre~ years earlier than that. 

th~re. w~s 'anoth~r s~ch n'l~eting i · The seminar on Educational 

Res~a~~h- which met .in February 1966 is,' hd~ev~r, 
0 0 -

'si~niflcant,bec~~s~·it,~a~ ~p~nsor~d by the-Education 

Co~mission a~d the NCERT: at a tim~ ~hen .the F~urth 
Five Yeai ·plan .Was -·~tili being fi~alised. ·The Education 

Commission partftulatiY warited .. fi-om ~the seminar some 
• . . :- : . ,, ...... : .... ; 1 ... ~::~~- .. . 

dire·ction~ .. for its own thinkina._.on the matter of 
• • :. • • • • • ... -:· < ... 

educiltional research ··and ·its ·cteve.lop~ent in Ihdia. 
.. - ~. •'; :. :· '~.-: .. ·_ ..... ~·.:. ·:i.' • 

:~part ~rom ~hes.e ·considerations about sponsorship and 

timinci of the. sJmiriar· wliich ·n:~de. ii .important, the ., ' 

dlscussio'~s' in .the seminar :wet~ .de-~tred on fou~ main 
0 t~pic's. i::dncerrdrig: vari'oti's ·aspect's: of educat.iona_l· 

re'se'a:rch, which;· perhaps, set this s~minar ·a~~rt from 
. . .. , . -. .. . : .. . ·. ·_ . ·.·. . .· I .-· . . . : . t •• ~ • . 

··all previous· conf·e·rences ·that have been held on the 

subj'_e' ct. Though'"ail the . di~ct.is sions could ·:not; be 

:r·ecorded, ari .attempt· was· m·~de to rec'ord as much as 

pos.sHile~ .. Th~ report i~· b~fng presented in thehope 
- .. i· : - - . .. . . . .. ': •. ·. 

th:at those who c'ould ·rtot attend the sem~nar may 

share· with us tire -$'arne· iCie·as." Fbr those who participated 

in the semil').ar, the report may help the~· t6'±-e~ollect 

·-some ·bf• thk1ii.i ·6wt..1 fdE{a~ as' ~ell ·ks· -~f otli.ers and. may 
. , · r .. . , i · · . . : · ·· · .. - '· '~ .! ·, · · · · .~ - · · • ·. 

~erha~~ ·stl~ulai:e- · th~n{ to<thihlt ~ore on the subject • 
..... 

. •.. ~ ... · ....... 2 
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Brief History:. . ........ 

.. -The. $~_cr..etary of the·.£ducation Commission, . .... . '': . .· ..... 

··sh.J.P: Na.:Lk .. in 1965,-'had''asked Dr.Shib K ... Mitra, 
..... ~ i. . :. .... : : ~. . . . . 

. Head, of. the Department of'"Psychological Fourid~tions, 
· .. 

. NIE,, to _prepare a working paper: orl' educational research 

for use_ ~Y tp.e Gomm.ission. Later, both Dr. Mitra and 
. . . . 
. the Secretary,9f i;he Education. c;ommission felt that it 

. . - - . 
. . . 

· would be- better to convene. an all-India seminar on . : . . ;_ . 
educ~tional research,. which· should_:·be charged with fhe 

. . ·· .. ,.· 

'.:': ;espon~ibility of fornuilat-ing. a nationa-l policy on the 

subject. It '~'{as decided;.that Dr. Mitra will convene 

an all-tndia seminar as .early as possible and the seminar . ~. .· '·. . . . 

'~'{ill be spqn,sor!i!.p jointly ·by the Education Commission 

:.and the, NCERT •.. Accordingly' a .-Stening Comrilitfee was 

. appointed with.: the· 'foll·owing: as menibe~s:- · · 
' - ' . '.. . . \ . 

1. Sh .• J .P.Naikl,'Secr'etary, Education Commission . . . ~ . 
?. Dr.K.q_~Saiyidai~,Member, "· 11 

~. P:L-of. P~S. Naidu,Member,UGC Committee 
4~ Sh'.A.G~Deve Gowda,Direc~or,DEPSE 

~. Dr.s.N~Mukei?ji,Head,DepLof Educational 
· · _Administratj,on,_NIE 

· 6;-.:or~Shib: K; ·Mitr1:1 (·convener) · · · 

The first mee:ting of th'e Steering .Committee was 

he~d on 9th Decembe:t,t965'·imd'the-' seco-nd on 11th February, 

1966. · The· enfire .pl:'og.ramme for tne seminar was chalked 
.. 

. out.'inth~_first meeting of·the Steering Committee. 

'Letters _were i'ssued by the c'onv·e.ne£ to ·:a larg·e number 

·:of per~on~. '·:including Professbr's irl'<Hsciplines other 
. ·. · .. 

than education in the various. institutions' of higher 

learn~ng. ahd universi-ties,' invitirig pape~s from them 
. .. . > 

· on t~e foliowing foU'I' 'topics~ as deCided· by: the 
,: committee:- ·- ·. • •• <. . '. • ·'I·; 

:).. • ;Educa:tion ~§ a· r:li~'Cij:>lihe .~ ~ducational 
.. ~eve~ol?m~r:re apd ~c;!u~atJon'al Research 

lncludlng Inter-disciplinary apnroach; 

2. Traininq of research workers and· 
facilities for their woxk; 



", 3 •. Poligy,on P:tf~ri.t:i.es }h:.Educauoriai,: 
.. . Res~~-~ch l .· .. ·J,·• .>: ;:·:.,_ =-~" ··;· : .: :~ ~·;: 

r: \:..i..L4 ;; Adniinistr,ation,' .:fina·rice' Coordinatl.'on and 
, .: ,... .D~ssemi:natioA' of resear~h·~. . . · · ,_.., 

~ n-:.-.£. :··· ~.:; __ . . . 

· __ The. ·s:e:!Tiinar .. ~t< at. ttM Azad i3haya~n~ New klhl from 
..... ~ ··; • . r, . ' ·~. •- - . . .. 

·Februa:ry 14 t<? ) ... p,-1966;: With 39 ~artidpants whose names 
~-· . . . .- . . . 

. appear· ih Appendix ·:1, aryd· with '34. d'bserve~s whose n9-mes 
.. 

-appear. in Appendf:X -~.: ,. · .· 

Plan of· the· Semin'ar 
, ... 

,, The plan of -the seminar was that after' ihaugu:r;ation 

by_ Dr~ '9·Sr- Kot·ha:r;i~ Chairman of the Universit_y Grants 
. :•: 

CommiSsion and Education· ·commission, the seminar will 
• • • • • • • • • .1 ' •• '. • • • t' • . . 

:m~et .. ~n:a general session to dis'cuss the broa~ ·.and 

general iss;L!es in 'edutatiori~l' ~esearch atlSinc(out of - . - . . . . . ... -
}. ~he n~t-ur'e :·Of. educatio-n a$. 'a ·cf:a·dpline ~ the ptoblems 

''·'of· ed~cati~~a;· developmeh't a·'nd':·Hte''app,to~d/df inter-
, • t :·, r ~ .. ~ -1. ~ , • . . • . - ' 

di~ciJ?l'i'n·a.ry res¢arch.->Th±s' gerer<U '·d'iscus'sio_n·wot,~ld 

· ·contin]Je ._on -~he .firs-t day ~in. the 'ilfte·rn'oon 'as_ ,well as 

. on ~he; s.e,cpnd· day iil:'the' rncirhing;; allo~fr'lg th~:'groUp 
~ . ·. .. . . ·-- . '. 

to express· its general·;corrt'e'rn '·and' to arrive at a 

6ommo~ gqme" of ref'e!rente for riior~ · spec':iif±C d~scussion 

fn .. s~pa.ra~e. g,roups.. ~THere were three•'separate group. 
: -~~r . . . '· 

.meetings' -simu:ltaneously from th:e afternoo~ of .the second . . . . 

-day to dis-cuss. traini.nq' of resga~th workers 'and the 
. . . . . . . 

:f~~llities reqU,i:]:;ed by'them;. policy'ori prioriti~s in· ,, . .- ~ . ~ . . . 
• 0 • 

educatip_n.al rese-ar,ch''', and admihi~tration, 0 finance, 
,·. . ... 

coordination- of.;J:esear'ch ·arid dissemination' of research 
. - .·· .· ,., 

. : -~- ~ -~ . ' 
~findings .. ·The discussion·inseparate groups starting·. 

··.··· 
. '. 

from the noon ·• of the second day -~~$ expe.ct~d t'o go 

on until the aft~rnoon of the.;·third da'Y·. The afternocm 

on the third day .was again fi>.<,e9_:'fpr ~ ger:t.e.r'a{ session 

to consider. .. the specific .. ·recommeridatio~s o'f the three 

groups• Th!'!re was :worid~g'-pap:er.·'for"e~ch of.·t'he four . ' . -:''. ,.. . ·, .. 

The .9ne: fo:t: ·the :gehei::al. :session .. wc;~s prepared 
.· ., f _.- • 

. . 

topics. 



bt 'Dr~' 'A.· 'f!P3i~l t~t>u:gh ·d~~ ·.~o . ~ud'd~ty·· illne.ss he could · 

nc;>t be p;reseni;_ t;o..~.11it~.ptl··the ;dl;scus!?ion. The Working 

.· ~~p;r~· on th~ othe~ t,~·ree .topi"c:~ wer·e by _Dr.S.B.Adaval 
.. . . . .,.... .· .. 

on Tral:riing 'and Faciiitie's for research workers, 

or. s·~N. Mtikerj'i .. (;n ,·Policy ori"Pr'iori ties in Educational 

Research and Sh.:,•A.c> Deve GoWda b~:(Adniinistration, 
·'' 

Finance etc! The discussion o'i/ e~ch of the.se topics 

was initiated by the person·s .. who' wrote'-.::the Working Papers, 

except in the case orDr •. Mujib, .. 'who could not be present,. 

and; in hiS place, ·at; the reqUest of -~verybbdy,Sh.J .P.Naik 

started·the discussion. There-was·a separat~'Chairman 

. for each session starting with Sh',P,N.Ki#~l; Education 

:. Sec·retary to· the Gov~rnnierft ·of I~dia\ Minis.try of Education, 

>who pres:i;ded 'over the inaJgural sess~on in the morning 
.. 

of the; 14th February, Dr.K.G.Sa~yidain was in the Chair 

-·in the.general ·session irihlch followed immediately afte:r; 

' the inaugural functions on the ·14th February; For each 

· .. session there ·were two recorders •. -~ 

. 4m.bffice was 'set up·: at· the Azad ·Bhavan to meet 

·the re'qu:lrement s of the parf:l'eip<ant s. An, exhibition ,.., 

· :of odoks '·was· also arranged by ·the·· NCERT, 

The seminar was inaugurated· by Dr.D~S. Ko.thari, 

·'Chairman, .Education Commission and U.G.C.,, and. the 

Valedictory address was given by :Sh •. Prem Ki.rpal,. 

Direct·or, .NCERT; The programme'isgiven iri Appendix 3. 

About 40 papers .. were received ·from all-over. India, 

· 'The. pape':ts which were finally d:l.stributea to ali the 

. participants in fmfr sets, one set for each topic 

appear=in,the list given in' Appendix 4 •. 

Inaugural s~s~ion · 
., 

' 

The serhinar was inau'gJi~ted at: the·. ~uditorium 
•I . -:- -_ ;. _• • . ' 

of the 'Azad Bhavan at 11~00 .. A.M: on the 14th. F~b~~ary, 1966 

lOy b:r. D.S. 'i<oth·a;i. c'·h·a;r·m·a: ·u G c.. d •. ... n, a,. • • an Education Commission. 

... •· •. •·. 5 
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' .. ~. . : • : ... '\l.. : •• 

,Sh. P.N.K:i,rpal, Education Secretary to the G9vi;. of 
.·'···.·· . . ~- "i'f -~.' ..•. • . •• :(.""::' ·.--::.·_ · •• ,-~ ~ ·.· -~. -;_'' "' 

::j:ncji.~~., pres~ded, over the. function. Dr. Shih K, Mitra 
• -· .. . .. '•'' .. _ .· .' ' • / . : . . .. . . ;, . . t 

; Comrener, in his weicome a.ddress _on behalf of the 
. . ·. ·~ -: -~ . ~ . ' .. ; . . . . ... . ·~ .. 

~ .. ' 

I . • • 

th~ f--TCERT said that educational 
., . ' . : . . .... 

Education Commission and 
' ' . . 

res.earch in th.~s ?ountry has. a long oast 
. • ... ~. . ! . ' 

but a vefy 
: ,~1··' . • ·-· ·• 

brief history. Only after independence, some significant 
, .. 

developments in research have taken place. Research is 

necessary in order to provide a solid base of stience and 

technology to our programmes in education. ·Our econo!llY 

is at a take-off point. At such a staoe, research ·in 
a -

education is/necessity because it can play the historic 

role of chartino the map for future progress. He reminded 

the de.legates, that this Seminar has to formulate a 

national policy in educational research. The recommendations 

of the seminar will be considered by the Education Commission .• 

In introducing Dr. D.S. Kothari, Chairman Education 

Commission and U~G.C., Sh. Prem Kirpa~, said that it is 

a very easy task, although a very pleasant on~, to introduce 

Dr. Kothari .for the simple reason that Dr .• Kothari needs 

no introduction. All those who are working .in the field 

of research know him as the distinouished !Chairman of 

U.G.C. and as a great scientist. We are very proud of 

his association with the l\1ational Council of Educational 

Research and Training_,· He. said, it is a great honour 

for the seminar to be inau9urated by Dr. Koth<;~rL He 

observed that Dr. -Kothari is now heading the ·education 

Commission which has been assigned the task of studying 

the whole educational process from primary to university 

level and to provide for a better orchestration of the 

educational process. He further observed that in India 

some people considered research as an isolatid activity 

.c,o,n,d~,cted by some P.rofessors who then write monographs 

• ill ••.•••• 6 



~: .6 :-
' . .. -- ... 

• .. cc • ... •• .·· 

which are not read by anybody •. He said that we should 

lo~k upon r~se~r,ch as an isolated a~tivity but ' ' not 
, .. ."r: 

consider it ~s: suggestive of plan of action. 
.. !. 

• 
He said, 

. . . 
Dr •. Kothari is such a researcher.. He hoped that 

educational research will help improve the quality of 
: t :'· ···:· .~ '··. I . i' • 

education. 

, ... ~ ••• 7 
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Inaugural address by· Dr.D .• S.Kothari 
.. -.... . . : ·• ~ ·,·: 

Dr. Koth~ri, in his l.naugurai _speech said that 
•

1 
•• 1 ·{::··:-:-.··~---- ........ ··.,·.:·..r:- ".\ ·_. .- .•. t· .. ~. ~~- ·,:·'. ' 

.- it is a great honour to participate in this seminar. He 
' .. ,, •. ?: ·.• ;., ,. • • :'- :; ,. . ' , .. , • 'I ' -' ~· ,· • 

-~· 

·' 

remarked that with the closest cooperation between the 

Government, U.G.C. etc. it would·he po~sible to attain 
v.-- ' • • . . · .. ·. 

the ne~essary speed of iJ!:lpr.~vernent in our education. 

observed that there are tw~ 
1

~ery significant events 
.. :;. . . 

He 

'-; . ;· \. 

happen~n': . in educati~n in this country: a) re co~ni tion 
. \'I 

a ~ir~ct 1il1k be~wee!"l edu~~tio~ a~d prod~ctivity; and 

reauz.ation that researc.h is nec~ssa;y·. to improve the 
·-. ': f.': r 

of 
··-::, 

b) 

process of education. He remarked that the_gulf between 

the poor and the rich~ can be bridged by ~ducation orU y. 
~:. 

In the ancient period, or in the medieval· per~od, it 

was not possible to bridqe the gap between the' poor and 
,·, • • I.·' ') 

t.he .cich, Aristotle could not. think' or 'a society without 
; ~ . 

sl<~ves~. but now, due to the advancement in science and 
t~ • • ... ...... i . 

te~hnology, it is possibl: to have a sla~eless society 
; 

and to bridge the qap between the poor and the rich. It 
-. :· ... , . . . ·. ., ;_ ,. 

is this important link between education and productivity 
... \ :J : .-•.- '"', ·:···'·_. ~- ;:_-, ·, - ., . ' .... -' ... :. . ' 

that is beinq recoonised. The relationship between 
: ·i - . :·'; . - ,: :- : . 

edu~ation a~d prod~~tivity.is m~tual, e~ch one interacts 
. . ... . . .. . . . . . . . ; 

: 'i:' ,• 0 • ~· ~~--.- ( •; o ;:. .4 ° _•,. ~ I ,! • •' I ' 

with the other. Progress in advanced countries is due 
; ... , . . ,., . . . " . . . . . . 

to this close link. In an a~rarian society, there is 
. . • ... : .. 

• r • ... ,: ·' ,·i .... 

neither the 'need nor the resources for· universal educat·ion-. 

But a tech~ol~~i~al soei~tyn~eds· ~~t onh universal 

ed~~a~i~n-,but an iinp;ov.ed qual-ity': of ed~c~t·i~·n. as well. 
. . . ! . ' : . . ·. ,· : ~ 

A few dec~des ag.o th~:re was no educational research 
.·: . . . . 

-~~~~~- the name ·b~t · n~w th~re i.s ,a qrowing recoonition 
!'• ..... '· :)'' . . -·.1.' ·:·: :·:~:.·::·:·· ... <..: .. ~,~.-~~--~··-· -·~ 
of the vital imoortance of research. Two· thing_s are 

,• . • : ._ \ ' • ' I ! ;' "• ,": ' '·,. .• ' ' ' ' : ,_: ,- . ~ . •:• ·' . : 

necessary for qrowth in research: (l) we much remove 
• ·~·, • . :··, ; ' . . ; '1 • . : . ' • • ; ·. ,. j '·rt :- ; . • I . ' ~.' ·.•· : . ~ ; ' ' 

~~e ba~riers between college-education an~ sch9ol 
. ,. '. ·, ·-: f·;·· ·- ;· ,:'· ;:( ·'--~·- ,-_ >-!.:;: j_ :-: -~~ ~··l .• : 

education, There must be a close link between those 
• /,\ I '·: 1 • "> • ," ';· _' ' ~·~ ,·, i '•: ' ~ I, ,• • _ . ':• .t· 

•....• a 



.... -£~ .. : .8 :-
' . 

working at~?~ universitylevel anq those working at the 

schoo~ leveL The -~:r;ogramm~ of_ Sum~e; Institutes that 

h~s no~. ~~~rted w~u~~ move ~n the dlre~tion of breaking 

these bq.rriers. 

(2) Another ·imp0itant condi.tion is an inter-
( -~ • - l I ' 

. discipii~ary <;~oproach i~· educational rese?rch. We need 
' ' • :; • '" . r .. • 

: ~ot only professional edu~~tors but also scientists~ 
. . . .' .... _ . ..: . . ' - . . ' ~.. . . 

psycl_:lolo<::!i9ts; ·etc •. jhere. is a "Possibility th<l;t the 
;· 

mech_anics of )earning process may be .studied by those who 

are well versed in electronics of computers and psychology 
('~ ' - .- r - ~ 

of learning, etc1 ' 

He. further remarked that we must now make a 

dist~nction. between conclusion.s which are based on dogma 

a.nd conc+usions based on research.~ A scientist is 

,_open:-minded,_ He would. commit .mistakes,. but the procedure 
i '; : • -: . ·, ~! : . . . ·. . .... . ... 

_of_science, being open to empirical verificat~on, is self~ 
. . ' . ; . . . - . - . . . . 

corrective. It is this aporoach that education must take 
• :: • ' ... ' } • J -~· {" 

in order to improve its quality,· 
• i . ": .. • . -~ ' 

Dr •. Kothari then desc;dbed two prob:J,ems as examples . - ., . . 

which may pe attacked by research in the hear future: . - . . . .. . ·, . . . 

i) .ProbleJ1l of Selection: 'He remarked that at 
: u.' ·: .. 

present there is no one rational method of se;Lection in . -. . ·, . ': t i ~ 

o\,lr universities • ... Ashby points. OUt there is no ri~ht 
.' 1 • -~- ' '\ I • .•_. ,• · ', ' ' • 

way of .~el,e\::tino students for, university. 'In ·a. certain 

socio~~con.omic structyre, it lllay be even vain to seek 

it • ~u\.res~ar?.l'le~.s~.m~st get in~o this problem .. 

ii) The second p~oblein~ he referred to, was 

" . re9~rdi_?~ the duration of courses. There are ·some who 

feel that t~.e s_chool ~.~riod shouid be extended from 10 

.to ·12 year? X"h~le others :feel that such extension of the 

dur11tion. on lye. dilutes the co~tent of education. He 

. quoted Fritz M~.Cu.L~ougb of. Princeton University, who thinks 

o ~ • I ••••••.• 9 



. • _ ..... ~ 91 • ' 
·:! ... ~~: .;· .·.··-. 

:tha;t .:n'IC?.~t .. pf .~h..e .,sch,ool -oh.i,irlre,rr.-wU J:: ilaal:'ri>~rr ·ao years 

· of s chpp,ling: j).l;Si; ab.out the, :s•ame what they' would otherwise 

, . learn .~n;·s years. o£ sph'obling ,• . . .. 

- Dr .J<qth;ari ·-thoo: re:ferred·. to, the: rate of growth in 

rese.ar:ch in advance:· co\lnt:de.s .• ·. .-rn 'United State's he 
• •, • •' . •• I ' f 

sa,id th.at th~. nurnb.er of scientists i's·doubling- itself in 

ev.e~:y ten to fifte-en years. Obviously- this. cannot continue 

~or a ~ong time beyause. this exponential rate would lead 

to even animals becoming scientists, There.is a sort of 
~ . . . •. . .. -· ·.:: .• ·. ';t ; 

wM'\,' .. ·:.''• ~--,·.::.:.•.'',.; ~~·;· ,·· .. · ,0 

S?tt~rah_o,n·that,is'se;ttin"g .ir'l,"fBut) for the developing 
.:: .• ·• . ~ :· ~ ~ ~ ·:·:~\. ~ . ; ~. .~·j -: ;. . - : ;. 

countries, the rate in the near'·ftitu're, will have to be 

· hf9b.· . China has· shown that. 'it can surpass this rate of 

growth i.n scie_nce,.al'ld,t~ch!ilology,· · The• case ,ftiStory of 

Japaf1 is very erip,~hten;i.ng in this resp~ct. Japan 

· st .. arted in a .,very hal~~he~rted ,randorrf~way 'ir.i .the: field 

of scientific research. in the. ·beginning of::'the -<c.entury. . . . . . - : . . ~ . . . . . ~- ' 

But then, _ ... af,ter a ce.~tai.n take-off point,., the.· growth rate 

~(} ;Iapan also J:>e,c~me .. exponE!nt:i;al,-,,as ·a consequence of 

:-·w)1ich productivity., w~nt high •. He .. pointed 0"\.it •two 

imp.o!)i;.~rt .. cono.itions· for t·his growth in science 'and 

,.productiv:ity. in Japan~· • He said one of the important 

.conditi-!)ns .for· a high pr:o<tl! ctiv:i ty was .that .the· school . . . . . . 

,e.?ucation, ii)(;J"apan,_was,, !trade sd:ence-based. Secondly, 

education was oiven, both; i,n Jap·!mese ·and· EtiroiJean 

_. ;tanguag~-s.. The. edu.~atioa. in m6ther, ·toungu·~ bridged the 

·gap_be1;ween the worker· and' the· s·cie'ntisL 1 ThiS close link 

.between the J.?yman anc;l the scientist J.s 'a very important 

contrib~tory .faci;o<r ,~n ·the progr~ss ·of a·, tbuntry~ 
• .. '1. . • ' • 

As ,.a~.a;irastr,:th~· i~ll.lstr.atj;oh of Japan' we ·ma-y study 

the. growi;l:l.,ra'j;~. of...re~?earch -in Ind,ta;~ ·He said unfortunately 

he d:i.q nat. ,have empirical evide·nce :to 'say anything about 

t~,e grqwt.h rate .:in· edu:catiana'l research, but :as far as 
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,researc.h in chemis~;ry· is ·concerned; India' s· ra'nk has gone· 

doyvn in recent years, .He· hoped that e.ffort,s would be 

made to improve the_- quality of rate: of 'educational research • 

. After Dr.· Koth?ri"s i:naug_ui':al addr;ess Sh,J .P.Naik, 

.secretary,- E9uc.atio:n . .Go!J1lllis,sion, offex;ed a vote· of thanks • 

. This" was fol\lowed ;bY· a; coffee-b;reaJ<·, .after whic~ the 
' 

seminar as-sern.bel.ed: in .. the mai.n ·hall of the Azaq Bhavan 

for the. fir.si;-gene:ral· session. 

'EDUCATION AS A DISCIPLINE ,EDUC!I:I'IONAL 
QEVELO:PMENT & EDUCt\TIONAL. RESEMCH, . 
INTER-DIStiPLINARY APPFIOACH TO EDUCATIONAL 
RESEARCH' ' 

The f:\.rst genexa,l session was held on. the. 14th February 

at .12.00 no.Qh wi_tl1,·.1).r~ .k.G.Saiy.idain in.the'chair. In 

}).is op.en,ing r,emarks pr. Sa~yidaih welcomed the .idea of 

holding such .a,seminar, as,. in. a sense, it seemed to 
-- .- . . ' ' 

mark the. b~rth of educational research in this country. 

He . sqid _,t;hq.t ,the gulf ·between the school and the college 

· .shou,l.d.· be bridged in ,·o~de:r: to have effE!ctive edu.cational 

development., For thE7. development. of research, parti.cuiarly, 

.it is ,necesscrry -to realise that te.aching. ;md. research 

.. s,hould ·not be sepa;rated_ fr~m each other.. He the.n called 
' 

1Jpon Sh..J: .• P.~Naik ,to initiate. i;he d:iscuss,iori on 1;)1e topic 
. .., . 

~n - plac.e of ·Dr •. A MujJb,. who. could not. attend the· 
: . . . 

:seminar. on account of ill.ness •. · 

Sh, J.P, Naik raised several issues. ·. T)1e first 

issue, qe said,:. relat.ed :to the quantum of edu~ational 

research_wl"\ic!').·today was, very meagre. As an evidence 

:he pointed out . that the 1;.01; ;:~1 number . of Ph. D. degrees in 

educati.on awarded between 1937 and 1961 w~re only 88; 

t}1e average ':per year even -~·octay being not more than 10. 

A curious thing ·about eclucat-ional re·sea'r.ch .in India, he 

, said, was the fact that much of this rese.arch was 
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.conducted in England. Lamenti'ng the poor· state of 

· deveiopment .of '~ducational rese_arch in the count:r:y, he 
" ' 

further· pointed out that educati~nal re-search journals· 

· were conspicuous by their absence, which also ·indicated 

the PQ.Utity·of educational i-ksearch material worthy of 

p1,1b1icatiol"). The bureaucratic: attitude of people· in 
. . 

authority had also to do s-omething with the ·pre·sent state 

of affairs.·· 

The seccind issue relat~d to the quality of research 

done in the country whish,, he said; was extremely poor. 

Many .. researchers thought that their theses marked the 

end of their work:rather than a-beginning. Pointing to 

another drawback he said that there was concentration of 

research in the field of mental testing; other import~nt 

fields were entirely neglected. FUrthe:r;, there was a great 

deal of unreality in the selecfion of research problems. 

Much of the' re.search was a ~eplication of what had been 

ctone elsewherei This he said mioht be due to the absence 

of some sort of Clearing house arrange'ment at the- central 
~ 

level. · 

The third Iss~e he said related to the use of 

research. It is 'a well.:. known· fact that hardly .any use 

of research :findings is being ·made· today -in our country. 

The finds are mostly: confined to the four walls of 

the iibraries. This riiakes our· research activity an 

armchair affair. Other issues., to which Shri Naik .. · . . 

referred, related to (1) · ·f'adlities for trainfng research 
. . 

workeps i ( 2) application ·of 'inter-di-scipl:inary ·approach 

to educational research;. {a)'· unhe1pfui attitude on the . . 

part ;£.the- adminiStrators-; and {4) budget for educational 

research. About the last item he pointed out that we 

were not spend{ng even 1% of ·our total budqet on educational 
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research. He triec( to ,underscore the point that very 

often in the field of· edu.cation 1 decisi?ns we+e undertaken 

on an ad hoc basis rather than by resor.ting to ·re!;learch. 
' . ~ . 

. Perhaps the feeli~g was that the an~wers we:te already known;. 

Miss Par\andlkar, Member, Education Commission,· in 
. . . 

h·er speech drew a line betlllfe<?Q ... education as a. social . -. - ,.... . . 

science ahd educati~n as a profession. .The two, the 
'J. '"" . 

said, were not synonymous; : ·For ed~cation .as .a soc~al 

science to develop, . it must draw upon varioU!l diselp1ine·s 

like soc·i"ology, psychology, etc. She stressed that we 

must give up'our close-door policy of confining ourselves 

·within· the :so-called domain of education. There we;re ·two 
• • .r .. : • l ~ .,! •. - .. · . . _. t 1-: ,~ _; i . ·t .. 

·ways to realise this 9bjective:(+) by bringing into the 

" field ot education people from· other d~scipli_nes who 

. woura be· interested in education 2nd aiving them iliorou9h 

· 9r·ounding in· the foundations of edu·catioRt. and \"2) by 

enfichihg the experiences of teachers themselve\; by 

taking them 6eyond the confine~ of teachi~g aione .and 

giving them some trainin9 in the social sciences important 

for ed\.itation'. 

· At this staqe Sh~ P .N .Kirpal sounded a. note of 
. -

caution~ . He pointed out that by calling education as 
. .•. ., 

a·diseipline'o{"the social 'sCiences_ we were in fact 

linilting its' scope; • Education •. he. ~aid;. cop~huted a 
:"'·'!{'. . •· l .. , _,... • ~- .·•:. ::._.- . .": · •• ·; .: •.• ~·-; ~-- . '• . ,. 

much broader study and included within its. realm the 
. . - . 

arts ·and humanities as well. Referring. t~ f_he _p:roblem 
. . . 

of educati'o~al charige 'as a conseq~ehce. of r~search, 
. . 

Sh .Kirpai pointed out that. ~~~ were far away' frotn the 
! • ·- ., l ~ ~ ' j •••• 

position where research, instead of ui·e ~latitudes 

expressed by" people in 'a6thori ty, ooverned the direction 

of change, He ~ti-essed the need for buil~ing up a climate 
• 

in which such a situation coulcl no· lonc.er continue to 

. ; . 
~ • ~ , '' ~ A ' 
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prevail. 'Such ·a c~imilt~, he s~·ici·., c:Culd be ·built up, if 
.- '" '· ' ~• · . .;-· •• . ...,. • • ~. • ,-1 ' •. : 1 • •• . ,· • I 

~· e~p-~r~~~n:tC\t;t.on ·was: ~ncouraged at 'all levels, particularly 

;·a~ __ th~ schc>.<)l_ !l~ve r.: · 'The. NCERT tta~ started doing something 

in thi~ direction. . . I 
. . 

, Sh~~inasbilir.upm Cl!ett,ia~ d~ew the 'attention of the 

group to some. of the fundamental problems of educational 
. . 

- • . . I 

·research which. he said were peculia';r to our country and 

whi,~h sbm,lld l;>e taken· up as-. early as possible. Among 
.. 

· ·these' were problems. of· groy.rth .. and <::Ieyelopinent of the child, 

which_ h~ said were -so much different frotp the growth 

problems p;tav .. a:illng iri. the West. There'. were other problems 

of national impo~t-aric·~. lil.<e ... the, ~l,~arni~~ ·,~f: languages 
. • ... . ·' . I ·..: ,, . -- . . 

py the 'c_hj)dren_,, ,effe,ct of. qinema. ori the· attitudes of . . : '; . . ... . : . 
children Vis-a:iviS'" the influe.nces that were ·brought to " . 

· b;_aru~on them thr()ligh. educ.9:t, ion:. ,·J-Ie ')~lt that in order 

to. giv_e r~searph, .a ·more r~<lliStic ctir.jction, it .was 

·= necessary that res~?:tcli anct~·teaci-liA{:sh6uld 9o hand in 
> . . . 

hand •. Further~ it wpuld be. advaritage.ous i-f research 
• ••• • • : •• ,...,:·_ • '•. 'l ~;... • ·- • -- • --~ : 

cehtres could be attached to teachers 1 training colleges. 

Coinme.ntitig: tip on· the' rolE! 'of NCERt in the/ ~~~ansi on of 

research: ac.tivi:t;ies, he saict,>it b~~- to. ~-l~y vi tal role . . . . 

. _in·this connection •. ~,. It ·would be better if it invited 

research p.ropos.als di~e.Ct 'from' the univers,i:t.~es instead 

of 'reqUiring· them to. route those through the ~tate 
~ . . 

Governments. The NCER:r; he said, sh~uld also ~?nc;ourage . . . 

. publication of reseap:;h journals in the,country even if· . . v . . . . . . . . 
it meant providing SQm.e finan~ial assistarice to the 

.. ,.. .... 

· -age·ncies publishing. th~se j ournali. He also suggested 
: I . ;o . ' ' ~, ', , •. 

that ·the. NCERT miqht~ tp:[;nk of opening a few fundamental 
. -· ,.~. -~ : _-,. ., ·';' . ~- : . --- . . 

. I 

rese-arch centres· in t)1e country. . - I . . 

In the afternoon,' the s~minar mef :again in a 
'. . ;•. .. . . . . . ' . ' .·. 

I!Jeneral session with Sh'.'J.P.Naik in the chair. · The 
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discussion centred ·aroun<:l the following .points!-

(!) How to buil~ up education as·a discipline. 

(2) 

( 3) 

(4) 

What aspects or phas~s of educatior really . 
concerned the research workers at the present 
sta~e and_ in. the pr~~e-nt context. 

What about the. philoso;hical. aspect of inquiry 
as contrasted with research of a purely empirical 
nature. 

To what extent the Clistinction between pe.dagogy 
and education as a science could be maintained 
and to what effe.ct. 

'. 
(5) The· problem of content and method of education 

:and the relations hip bet~een the b~o. 

( 6) Educational research in the context of Social 
planning 11nd industrial deve1oomen_t. 

( 7) 

( 8) 

(9) 

Th~ n.eed for acquainting pebple of .other 
disciplines witl:l fundamentals. of education for 
brtte:t utilization of their services. . . 

Educational research and social change. 

Need for evolvina better communication media 
for disemrllination of research information to 
consumers of research., 

110) Administrative bottlenecks in the development 
of research., . 

(11) Academic freedom and educational research. 

(12) Provision of library facilities and other 
necessary equipments of research in the 
institutions undertaking research work • 

• _I . I 

In. the morning of 15th February~ 1966 the general 
. . ~ .. 

session continued with Dr. Shib K.Mitra in the chair. 

At the outset the Chairman referred to two main 

issues which he thought ·i~portant for.fresh discussion: 

(1} how to give effect to the inter-disciplinary approach 

in educational research; and {2) do we r~al:ly need to 

separate educational research. f.rom teacher":'training? 

Following the Chairman's remarks,; P;r:of ~Kamath attempted 

to highliQht certain aspects of research which he said 

miaht engage the attention of research workers in the 

field~ · The first, he •said·, 'related to the techniques of 
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. imp~~~ing knowle.dge .of v3rious discipl~nes tq the child. 

A second one relate:d to .. education in the social set-up • 

. E~u~ati?P?l reseq.rch shoul,d he· concerned with both • 

. Outlining the reasons ofwh~t he said as the inef'fectiveness 

.. of ~ducational research in the country, he pointed out that 
. . -

one of the r~·asons was. the. feeling· of diffidence among 

. educational r·esearch workers themselves about what they 

. were doing. This,·. he said; should not be there.. The other 

reas.ons were lack of i:lde.quate training_ on the part of 

research workers and the faulty o:r(!anisational set-up in 

which . researm.was .. be.ing condu ~ted. H~ ."SU~gested that there 

was need to st-rength~n. research activity .. at the state level 
· .. , ' 'J 

by instituting ·state·. agencies for coordination of research •. 

The teacher- training colleges C~nd State Institutes of 

Education should try to define their re·spe~tive roles and 

. 'areas ·of work so far as research:;,.as concerned,. He also 
.·· . 

CQnsidered it necessary that the prioriti~s shmuld be 

fixed in accor.dance with national need~ •. Problem~ like 

.· stagnation and wastage at the orimary .level and 'learning 

of three languages perhaps needed more immediate attention, 

In order i;o improve the .. status of educational research 

in the country, he further .r.elt that suitable means must 

be found out to disseminate research information among the 

consumers of research and in this connection the administrative 

bottlenecks f:Y!USt be removed.· For example, .Directors' of 

State· Institutes .of Educat"ion should be given more freedom 
:: : 

in .m?tters concerning publication of research reports • 
.. -· . . 

He also reiterated the need for a research journal. 

Cert~in other observations made by other speakers 

of the morning session were as follows:-. - . . . . .. 

{1) ·In order to give effect to inter..:discipl~nary 
approach educational forums may··be orgam.sed 
where pe.ople. from othe: dis<_;iplines c;ould be 

.·invited to present· theJ:r poJ.nts. of vJ.ew and get 
bet.ter acquaintance with educational Problems. 

• ... -· ....... lP 



( 2) 

(3) 

{4) 
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Research problems which a;re.more pe:tin:.nt 
the point of view of immediate appl~cat~on 
be taken up first. 

from 
should 

Teachers should be made more responsive to . 
research activities carried_on in schools, Th~s 
will result in better utilisation of research. 

There shou:ld be more flexibility in rules · 
relating to qualificat~ons of research workers. 

The NCEF\T should open its branches in different 
zones.of the country so that research work may 
progress more speedily. 

{6) Courses at the M.Ed level should give greater 
emphasis on reseal;'ch, 

(7) 

( 8) 

.. - . 

There should be institutes of research attached 
to Universit{es where people from other disciplines 
may work on problem~ of edu.cation. 

We must evolve a strategy of imolementation of 
educational .research so that political 
considerations do not always come in the way of 
using ·research. -

Separate oroup meetinos 

Three groups were constituted to discuss the three 

topics; (1)' Training and facilities for research workers; 

(2) -Policy on priorities in E iucational Research; and 

(:;!)·Administrat-ion, Finance, Coordination of rese"lrch. 
\ 

The first session of the three qroups was held before 

lunch on the 15th February. There were two sessions 

after th~t for each group; one in the-afternoon of the 

15th and the other on the morning of the 16th. 

TRAINING & FACILITIES OF RESEARCH 
WORKT::P.S 

Dr •. S.B. Adaval ir.litiated the discussion with _ 

Dr.N.P.Pillai in the chair. Dr. Adaval led the discussion 

by inviting- attention o,f the aroup to important reasons 

... for the unimpressive progress in educational research 

in -!ndia namely:_-

(a) the lack of appreciation-of the crucial role of 
- ' 

research. in the advancement of educational practice, 

(b) little unde;rstanding of the fact that'good quality 
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'research, depends upon the<quality of researchers,- their 

competence·,· training and facilities .for work, (c) the 

· rEi-search ·orientation a:nd training provided at the M.Ed 

level has proved to be highly inadequate for fur~her 

research work. 

For "improving the situ~ti9n he suggested that (l) 

the M.Ed course be· of two,years duration in which the 

second year should be· entirely devoted to the completion . . ·. .· 

of a dissertation under efficient suoe:rvision; ( 2) the 

M~Eds• whb' have passed the examin"'tion with credit. 

· should be· encouraged to undertake doctoral re?E)_arch by 
. ' . 

p·roviding larger humbe:tl of scholarships and fell_qwships 
. ' .... -

. and ··r€1axing impeding conditions like resident.i~l requirements; 
• • • : w .... 

(3) the Ph .• I)s'· in Education .be encouraged_-for undertaking 

post...:aoctoral research by providing·partial relief from 

teaching load when· employ~d<. (4) d·~ploma courses in 

'".Research Methodology, like that <_>f the. NCERT_. be instituted, 

'-which will turn out specialists competent to .advise, guide 

arid ·conduct .resear,ch.; .(~) the;University Departments should 

h-ave an extension service forproviding_training for 

teacher;.cum-researchers within their jurisdiction; 

" (6) institutions like the NIE should continue· to provide 

intensive trainina in research me.thodology ,should coordinate 

·and integrate effo~ts ·of ;the universities and should stimul"'te 

research by publishing list of.problems whichhave been 

tackled and which need studying from time to time;(7)adequate 

·.financial assistance be provided to publish good research 

work;(8.) methods of screening of candidates for training 

at all levels -pos~£{radua~e etc. sho'uld be improved; (9)a 

good backgrouryd .in education, psychology, statistics and 

related social sciences.·must be_ considered essential for 

educational research ?nd finally ( lO)the training 
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programmes should be br·oad .based and should be· conducted 

in·close relatio~ship with 6ther social scienc~s •. 

-or.V.Rukma Rae mainly dealt with the (1) levels of 

educ~tio~al research (2) the needs of research worker~ 

(3) ~he types of training programmes ·and.(4):the areas;r~f 
' study for research workers. 

· He posed the question, Is educational research just 

'one uniform operation or does it consj st of various level~ 

of ··operation? He identified three leve-ls in educational 

. research, firs-t: level consisted of small resea=rch" projects 

planned, executed and reoorted by single individuals. The 

se.c.ohd level consisted of larger research projects planned. 
I 

executed and reported by single individuals, but the latter 

engage a number of assis.t1:mta - testing.· research,statis:t:icnl 
' . 

etc.·· The third level pertains to large research projects 

planned, exe'cuted and·reported by a group of individuals. 

· .. ·The needs of research workers for the three levels . 

. will be n~turally different.· The first level worker~· 

need to know something o£ every aspect of ~esearch work 

and must possess initiative', interest, sense of responsibilit; 

:and the ability to olan a project~ The· second level 

workers need the same qualities in increasing degrees, but 

the assist·ants need special skills or competencies in 

entrusted aspects of work. The third level workers in 

addition to the above qualities need the ability for 

·democratic 'planning. 

The research programmes for the three levels should 

cover· all aspects of research methodology _ p·l~nning, 

execution and reporting. But for tencher ... researchers who 

can devote only a part of their time, short courses 

(2 weeks to 3, months) dealing with fundamentals of classroom 

research should be organised. 
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,p~,~. Rao also imd,ted,attentio'n It~ .ttie well known 

. . 
on~y effe_ct·~ve and useful programmes:. be drawn up • 

. ;,· • Dr.)<.G. Desai emphasis-ed the need· ·of. a larger number 

of. r~~se~rch workers,· for research is' ·a .means of solving 

pr?b.lems through unbiased: logical·thiri.king •. ·.Besides the 

. 'r~search organisation~~ he expected every tlassroom teacher. 

to em.ploy the technique of action rese.a·rch to· solve his 

classro<;>m pr.oblems. He, therefore, remarked· that the 

· spirit .,of research be infused int·o all who entered the . ; ... 

educationa.l :~ield. He suggested that (1) at the B.Ed 

level each s.t~dent should get an idea of· research methods 

throu·gh practical work on small pr'oje.cts· like survey of 
.; . 

assembly prograip.mes .. ·of sc.h.i;>ols,. ii"ivestigation·: into the sex 

differences. in ·aC!hievement ;in school subjects· etc. Th.e 

data collected by individu,als rnay be pooled together and 
' 

processed ~y the group. , { 2). At the. M.;Ed level the 

. supervi.sor himse~:f 1hou~_ci, take up •a bigger research 

project .and as~ign work to students· in that· :prdject . 
instead of guidina each of them· on different =topics. Also 

research e,o.lloqu,ium spould be held regularly to dhcuss 
. . ~· 

. the desig'1 .of projects .and to obt~!in views and· comments. 
' }. . : . ..: . ;~-

'· 

( 3) The _ii~ploma in re~~arch mE)thodolooy. should be more 

:rigorous and should include (a) theory of research methods, 
. ' 

(b) statis~ical techni~es (c) practieal experience through 

individual projects (d) participation in'research colloquia . . ·. .. . . . .. . . .. 
. (e) knowledge o~ contemporary research ·in the country .. ··,• .... . . . . . . 

.and abroa.d .ttrr;o}l,9P reguhr reading of research journals .. 
::. .• . . 

(4) La~tly, to· attract best· ta.i:ent and well quali+ied 

persons .. to ·the·, :re'search fielai, proper incentives and 

e1imate be provided~ .· 
" 
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Dr. Salama:t .U~fah ~a:id that the status of teaching 

profession._ ,in the· heirarcl)y of professions ·like engineering, 

medicine and law was perhaps the lowest, ·both financially 
' - -

·and socially, and :tt~Y.,as, ·therefore,._quite natural that the 

educational profession attracted relatively a small number 

of bright students. The B.Ed clientele consists of a large 

· proP'ott.ibn. of' third'; class, tHat too of Arts· only. Since 

B;Ed' is an es~ent'ial qua-lification for adriil.ssion·to M.Ed\, 

'M~}:d. course carinot- be expected to. be any better. This, 

·in turn,' -adve-rsely_ affects the quality of" research work 
., 

.i~·-educatiori. \:More than this the M'.Ed deg.ree 'is hardly 

. considered as· required qualif-ication for any job in the 
... 

country •. It is at. best a desirable one~ :Even, in training 

coJ.leges.sometimes double·M~A'sare preferred to M~A~. 

M.Eds'. And ·lastly the admission procedures;. 'teaching 

methods\and e:valuat'ion techniques were' in ~omi· way affecting 

the prodUct of post-gra'duci:te students • 

He suggested that ( 1) M.Ed. courses should offer two 

.- kirids'- of specialisation,: professional and a<;ademic, and 

--should be ·ciear about objectives of producing specialists 
. . 

·for various positions in the field.. (2) There should be a 

provision for the study of E'C!ucati'on as an academic 

discipline, for which a two-year post qtaduate course in 

.Education as d-istinct from profes·sional cour.se·s ·like the 

· B.Ed_ and 'M;Ed;- should be instituted. It may be termed 

as M.A.'(Education) to dif-Ferentiate ·it from M,Ed. · The 

cours·e should adopt an inter-disciplinary aoproach and 

may the'refore be tried in such Universities .;,..hich have 

a strong faculty in Social Sciences al"\d Educ'atlon.· (3) It 

should be regarded as a professional· obligation of all 

stafr members at t'he M.Ed. l~vel ·to do some research 

tammselves. Such members should be provided rE cessary 
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t!=l_acJ:l;l.ng •. 
~ .. •( ~-- ·. • . l ' . 

: -' ~ 
.. ! ,'""; ' :,'.'! :·;' . . : 

; ...• ;f. v, __ ,.pr. ?:.i_ll,a.r l)igJ:ligJrlf~d .the .. importante and· development ....... -: ·~.: ~. - . . ... . ~. 

, .,C?f .. :~~4em;tg.t~ .. ,9_t;titude and ,!i>~l:f; .. study as par:t. of education 

.. 5lt ali.leyels .. ea,rt,i¢..u.:(.a,:rlY at· hi,.gher •se,c.ondary and college~ 
. . . . . ' . .. ~ 

The children can be trained to differentiate between facts 

al'ld,, op~pip[ls .and .an ,attitude of mind wh.ic.h is favourable .. ·:· .... ··-· ,.; .... ··- . - . 

to. 7iri9~ .9u.t truth .. , .. I!re.u s~ .o±:., di.ctionary;.'. :thecirse of 
' ' . 

,. ~o.nt~nt,§ apd the inqex .. for lq:cat:ing in:fotmrrHon 'can be 
. l . • 

. very u~e~ul •.. Th~ .. i1p,roblem 1 or· 1 pr.oje~;:t 1 Lmelhod in the 
.. . . . . . . . .. . . 

tea.cl;li!Jg-:l.earning process c;.an. be a better:way-to provide 

J::>~sJc 'J:r,a~ning •.. :At a .later: $t age t:taining:i to understand . ~ . .. •. 

the lanquaae of research :could be ·provided to. e·xpose 
'(r •. I, .·;·- ,., ";" , . ,J • : ,. •• 

st.udents .-t-o egit~~ sou:tqe:il)aterial:. 
•· 

.Prof .• P .K .• Roy :r:em.arked .~th.at; ~perhaps ·one .of. the reasone 

, for litt~~: re~earch .. v~orth "t:~-~- r;l~me .. >;t .. n ,education was due to 

. _t)1e. fa.ct th,at educ13-tiol').l'i1 :r::ese?rC.her,s uridertook·'research 

9t a yery ,;t?te. a~e ;of,.~p-$5,.,while the·i·life.:.sketches of 

scientists. indi.c;ated that., the lattet ha-d tnade the most .· . :'! .' . :! . 1 ' •• ~ ~ • 

. valuable .. cont.r:i,bution.$ .. in t·he.ir fieillds by, tbei time they 
-:-:.- .. ·, ·'! .·. .. - ·-· .. 

. < were .. ,3~ ye ~r~ •. ,TQ.eref ore,,: the educat-ional h.~earchers 
. . . 

be caught y.ol;lpg and· :_trained for tbe fiHdi·· Why··was it not .. · ... 

posstble '1;-o · o:r;iqnt ~.\.A. 1 s from othe;r diseir.;>Yines towards 
• • • • j," • ' • 

education and allow.,them to go a~ead with researches in 

Education?. A.,fol7mal. training in •research methodolo0Y 
:: : _:;; . . .. -· ·. .. . 

shoui'1!1 rwt .~l;l,ecnGOmo.u);-sory fo.r every body and ·it should be 

given on;l:Y ;i_!,.,..one has ·that, bent of ·mind.· 

Dr. A. Sh?~ma. poirited out· that the moae·l' of physics, .. · . -... . ... - . 

chemistry or other disciplines may not be applicable to 

Educption; ?.s.it dep,e,Qded •on many.disciplin> s. · In 

. eng~neer~ng,~ !lled~cine, ,PJ;: .such ·other fields~ -the researches 

·• . 
have not, been; done .during:the. early stages by doct·ors or . ;: ····· . ·-· . 

_ •• -.-~ •••• _.-.-~22 
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engineers.. Howeve'r Biologist~, Chemists, Phypicists who 

pl.aye.d a rol~ ln th~ir fields might haye ·don~ something 

which affected engineering, medicine etp.· Someti\in9' is 

possible in· Education, if other qisciplines c6ntribute· on 
. . • - . t • ::: . . • • • 

their .own_, without 'first specialising:~ in. ti:J.'f! art of 
: • i.,' ~ ' 

teaching. ' · 
., 

Dr .• P .• Phatak and Dr .• Indu Dave pointe~ out that the 
.r 

object:lves of B.Ed_,. and M .• Ed are diffe~ent; 'the former 

lays emphasis ::>n training and the latter on· specialisation.L 
; ; 

. ' 

Shri· H..,Datta was of the view .. that traininq in . ' . - -
e:ducat:ionairese·a·rch should not be compulsory: for all and a 

. ; . :.~ .. .... ·· :: .t· 1 • • 

student· may not be. allowed to take _up_ i9,l;ssert.ation if he 

had not obtained 55~< marks in the previous papers·. He 

.. sai<;I furthe-r· that in foreign countries like., for example 

in Russia Gurriculum· is prepared by experts from other 

discipJ.ines·. But in our country it is expected of the 

e,ducat).;onist s, · :.te_achers and related workers. Perhaps we 

want :more afia 'more generalisation, so tb<Jt one should 
r 

know more functions, which is against the trend -of 

.. spe_cziali-s1,1tion in other fields. ' We have to produce 

: .. ?Pe ciplist S" as:' ilh ~~di.cine like che st 9 • bone, brain and 

. not .. general rte dical pr<~ct:i.tioners only, 
' . . . . . 

. . . ,, Dr. Pareek raised the·. qu_estion of whether the training 

should. be' intensive or extensive? 

Sh. Datta: pointed out that 1} in other subjects lile 

Physics and Che!'mistry no formal training was provided for 

research in their fields, and 2)' persons from other· 

·disciplines we.re not at all interested in the educational 
•.· 

discipline.· 

Dr~ ·Pillai pointed out that we have t:o make an 

inter-dis.ciplinary aporqach. The ·area. of educational 

research being wider we will have to invo.lve others • 

. \ 
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Sh.·· J;..D. Gupta,, raised :quesi;:i._o~s. a.po~t the method of 

. training~ · · . 
. }~· C= - • 

: · D~~Phatal{ ?l..lgi)ested 't~at 'the method of testing by ' 

longitudinal.; m~thods. provid~d a v~r·y good training for 
~ . . 

rese~rc;:h workers; a. student is .asked to study the 

bibliography,. get the articles,. compare the materials and 

come to C:oriclu siohs. 

b:r. ·Sharriia told the gro\,lp 'about tl:!e method followed 

:in th.e Research Methodology Col.lrse whe+e -persons from 

dffferent discipll~es were ·admitted and that far a research 

project ther'~ were several guides and l').ot· o.ne guide for 
• • ,· ,Jo •• : • • I '- • I ' •. • 

a student.. The designs were present:eci· to a· group consisting . .. . ~ . . . . 

ot the whole staff and student's who offered critical· . . .. . ·.r. 

commehts. ':·. . .. 
'The" group rec·ommended'th.at the· rese.arch workers 

· rei:joire. cert~~h qualitfes ·like sci<;m~ific attitude and 

s~lf-study habits '1\fhich sh~uld be devbioped .as a part ·of 

general educ?tion at tpe .second.qr'y' ancf-~oJ.hge levels• 
. i .:·:·.. . . . •.: . '. .. •. ; ' 

·special attention should p~ given ~t the B~Ed level to 

develop right attitude to research, More .. specifical.ly the 

recoinmefldatioris' of· the qro~p wlth>egard to training and 

facilities· for research. workers · we~e as .. follows:-
0 - • • • 

·J 

(1} An ·attempt ·should be made ~ntne:B.;Ed course to 
acquaint the s.tudents with educational research 

• so that as teachers they may be able to undertake 
and understand.researcry for t0e improvement of 
class-,room practic<;ls. ·It .may ,not be. necessary 
to have ·a separate course work ·in the B .Ed. 
programme in order to give' the app:r:opriate 

, learning experiences to the trainees • 
. ~ 

(2) It· should be realised that the M.Ed.programme 
is not a mere c·ontinuat;iop· of the B .Ed course at 
the.po~t-g:ta.du~televel and, ther;efore, at the 

.. . Master's level,: Research ~1ethqdplogy; should be 
a' comp'lil·sory pa]:>.<:ir·· 'alongwij;h the M .Ed. dissertation. 

· · This paper.· on R'ese~rch Method.o,logy, instead 
of trying to give a little bit· of aU research 
metho'ds; should-·qive a more .intensiv,e experience 
to the train~es .of education:al research • 

• • • • • •· ••• 24 
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(-3.) In order t.o impr·ove thl:i· ·qua'l:Hy. of training 
in Research Meth.odology as wel~ ~.s, i_!'l t.he 
Guidance of M.A dissertation,- ·the :research 
guides on th~ teachinq staff ?~o~ld undertake 
researcp proJects- themselves and· encourage th~ 
students to take up research P!?bl~~~ for.the~r 

·, 

... -di-s-sertation in the field iR wh~ch t·he gu~de 
' 'is himself or ·herself engaged in doing research. 

(4) For.· a to~ic of an inte~-~iscipl~n?;r:y !fature. a 
.· .. ·eoinmi ttee bf .. supervisors· should' be • forme·d9 The 
'supervisors.being drawn from the.~iscip~ine~ 

concerned w~th the-problem under ~nvest~gat~on. 

(5} ;One~.of the· requirements for Ph•"D. in education 
should be an advanced course in Research Methodolog) .· .. . - ~ 

(6) Diploma course in.Re?earch Methodology may be 
-instituted in the universities· on the pattern of 
the course currently offered by th~ .NCERT. 

·i 

. . . . . 
. {7) Ph.D .programme in education may be made open to 

students with-post-graduate· qualifications in 
fields other than education.. .In admittina such 

·.students care should be takeri to .see that their·. 
post.:.graduate qualification is relevant ~or the 
problem of research in educat:i:on for which a 
candidate wants to register as a Ph.D student·. 
As such students will lack understandinq and 
knowledge of the theory a_nd practice of- education, 

_·. they should. be g\.fided-.through a planned pro(J-ramme 
· of studies in education to make up the deficiency • 

. . Such a programrre of studies should be a compulsory 
part of the Ph.D.programme of such students. 

· .. 

(8) In-service training in Research Methodology may 
be· org~nised periodically for the members of the 
staff of training col.leges and departments qf . 
educatJ,on to improve their profes·!:donal 'competence·. 

(9) A r~search library with. a good collection of . 
journals and books and a qualified staff to manage 
the library Should• be set Up in every research I 

centre. 

::{lo) Research colloquia and seminai•s should be a regular 
f~ature of post-graduate courses. · 

(..1,1) 

.. 

.Computational-and data-processing facilities 
should be available to students in every research 
centre •. 

. (12) Incentiv~s by way of_ ,scholarships 1 stipen::i s and 
f,ellowsh~ps should be offered in oJ?der to attract 

,talented persoris to 'the field 6f educational 
re S.Elarch • · . .. . : . : 

h'3) ·r,;; a coUege where. b~~h ;~ ... E~:and MiEd.i"courses 
,,.ar:e offered but the st'aff meml;>ers are common to 
'bo:i{h the· ,courses' ·the. research supervisors should 

qe; :made free from .super,.vision o·f practice teaching. 

(14) 'Iri th~ Departments O:f Educ~'tion and training 
colleges there should be a separate budget head 
for research so thilt arants are available to 
staff members to undettake reseilrch • 

• ~ ..... . ·: ~25 
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: ·.::- '1\ ~~~·~·. 
, PO~I9Y ON PRIORITIES. IN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

·- ~-.":· ... :.:·.~·1:-·~- ; .. J J, ; ': ; ... :···-~- .. ·~- • .-:-::, •• --:. -~·- ·_;~-:~--'::·', 

•.; -.;' i ;·.·~:·.· .. 
The 9.~~up. ?n pr~Slr~f i_e s ~n,, ~-~u,~at.:l?Qai,; .r~ se ~rch met 

~1~dh':;t:~ ~2a~ in the chair~ . The <;lis cus9 ~on was . with Dr. 

~ed ?~,Dr ·.}• t:J_~: _Mu:~e~j +,.·. }fter, d~e delibe*at~on;s the 

gr?UP. re C!:llilme nded the following::-. .. . . - ~ .. :· ·- . ... : . . . ·, . . . . . ' ~ . ···... . - " .. _·, 

.. Th,e problems, t_~at ·hav~ ar~sep as.a,,resu.~t ... of 

ed~cationat development during the, ,Last two decades are 
___:<! ·. ·: ... ; ~ .. ~- . ' ·: • . . . .-·. . . . . . ... -: . . ~ : 

_numero~s ap.d.t))ey all. ne,ed to b~ investigated into. But 
• ~; { . ·,. ;'. :. ... - . • . ·. ·.-+.... . • • ·• ... •· ' -· .. l•. 

our resources .. of manp·ower .. and fi.nance are ~xtr.eme.l y limited 
'. . '. .. . .. ~· ; ·. - ·... . -· : ·. ., . . '·. . . .·. . 

and, as such, all can not possibly be .,given ii;llll)adiate 
~~. '· . · .. -- . . ... 

attention •. ·It. wJll _be .desirable to concentrate mainly on 
'-! .. : .. ::::· :_. ~-' ~-,.·_-;'(' '';~;',''' ;.:(;l-: :·.:'.<;·.·.: . . . 

.. a ~imi:ted numper. ... of.. proJ?).emsj ~;>u:t .~.om}::ll;~h~p,s.ive and well-
. · 

1
:, .. • .• ._. : ·. -~- · • · -;; ·.,. · , • .~ · · • ; • -- , 'I I, ; '. , • .·-: · ': · • • 

. int~g~ateg. iry natu~e. Exe cut ioq. of. a -~a!ld,9m. 9-SSortment of 
: •. ··- .. ~ ·. ·. r '-· .. ·-:·' .,. ~ .. ,. . . ~·- ... ·.· ···:.· . '.n : ..... 

:t"ese.a:r.:~h proj~c:ts_..,is. n9t li_kely ;to y:j.,~ld Il)t,H~b desirable 
. ' .. ·:··:·;:. . ... · .. '}l ~:.::-~-~ :_.·-. ,·.-·~:·:-.)._:: •. ;:··.::..":"'·-· . .J ... :.·....... _:. ·: 

~,r~.s~~·V •.. The'· P*'9bl;e,ms. t1nderta~.e;n ,;f o;x: r~seaf.ph;_.~~ould be 

,. ~vi t[l ref e.:r;~t,H:e :to a .. ~ar_ge c9n~ext, an<:j,-'iQ.., qC~~};'d9nce with a 
....... : . ~ .. '' ·. •,.-· ··:. . . . - . . ~· . . - . . . . -

carefully considered. plan._ The re.s~ar,ch pr<;>gramme should 
•• : : . . . :· .:;J ~;. · ... ·. '. . . :'f ... ~ - -:.- ·••• : .' ' ' : . • • - ' ·' . ' 

"' ... 
1. Criteria for fi:)<~ng prior.i.tie,~ •. 

.. ·. :"· .. .. ·.:.:..:-~<:·:.:.. .. ~:·>.:~~-'· -· .:--~;_··.--',, < .. .. :;· 

.. 2 .. ·. The ·prob,lE)ms pr_, area~ .. that .stou~<l· ;r,eceive 
priority•: · '·: · · ·'. ··· · · 

:3'~.' Agendes ·for ·C!e-b~rmirlir19 }.)riorities •... 

While lay1:rig down the important . ciit~ria;· f~~ fixing 

.· pribri:t-i.es~;-,th~' ... g:f0up wa'~· deii.r"arith~· pc~i~:fithat they· are 

·not' o:f''fixe'a im'po:itance' for afi t'im~s;to'"'com~,' bJt that 
• T" - - . • • ••. ;, • ·. • • . . . ; . '• • ' . .- !' . ' •. ;._, ·:1. . r: 

· they al'e· chafig~able,: dependi'ftg upon the circumstances 

·a·nd' :~tagEf •'of ·'ed'u catfor'lal. .:ae-~elof)me.At .~.- The1~::'thu s need 
.... - ._. ·- . '·.·- . . -. . .. : •-r· -.. . ~-- ; :·· '("' .• · .• 

·'ratl't'inking· ·and''r'efO'rmtilation''from· time 'to time. 

The. group felt that the principl"ek:' ·for·· hyiric:r down 
. . . . . . ~ .. : ~ ' 

.· .. :priotn:ni.S· for .the :rie'xt few:.·yea~.Sc!sh0u1~:f.'-be'' as follows:,_ 
- '• ~~ r l '" ' • • ,'' :, ~ ' I ; : ' • • • ·< I ' •, • : I 

('l)The educational proBlems: whi'ch have utmost national,. 

. . . ............ .............. 26 



_, 26 :-: .. , .. r. ·.t ~)'·. ' -~ . 

social and economic importance. · (2) Problems for which 
·· •• :. . '. ;1 '):·· 

·we have the.manpower facilities and finance available. At 
.. ; .. ,. . - . .~ -' i ( . .;. •. t _1 • 

the. same ti~e'· efforts h;cwe t.o be mad,e to train personnel 
. ~ . 

whereever not available. (3) Continued appraisal of 

implementation and e':'aluation of educational plans • 
. . 

(4) Continuatio~ and expansion of existing _research programme! 

and adapting after careful appraisal, ~deas and experiments . . .. · . ,· : . . . .. 

carried out in other countries. (5) Project~ which are . . . 

_comprehensive and well-integrated and have pra·ctical 
' ·- . . . . ~ .. 

implication!j. · 

The following broad areas of ;researc.h are suggestive 
;; . . ,( 

' 
only and ha~e not been arranged in order of priority.. The 

!_·:· . <· : ... . . : .. ; . : . 

areas for research sugoested are as follows: 
,. ~~- . . .. ' . . . ·. . . . . 

( 1) wa'staoe in education:· Wasta~e of human resources 
. ' :_ .. 

(pupils and teachers) and of economic resources; problems 
. • . .:'j''. . 

of exceptional childre~i of under-achievers:; of first ..... -. . . . .. : . . . . . ~ . - .... 

ge.neration learners, stagnation, drop outs etc.o 
: . . : ' . :·· , . '!:. ::~- .-: ; ; 

. ( 2) Improvement. of learnina 

including cu~ricu~ar and other types _of learning situations; 
,":'• 

evaluat;Lon, ):>a sic tools, te cj'l.niques etc • .. _..... . . . . 

(3) Develop!ll~nt of various aspects of pupils: cognitive, 
~ 

affective, motivational, values and attitudes with a view 

·.to· promoting his adju'stment· and ·facilitating their 

appli'cation ·to real life situation$, · 

(4) Relating ·education t'a.··national needs: ._.making the 

. ch_iJ.d a good citizen, a good ·wor~er and .a good member of 

a fa!Jlily; relating education to.·employment. 

( 5) Res-istance to Chi=lnge :· of ·the coinmunity to new 

i~~il~ ln· order to. ensure better' response.· t.o::e·:Xr:>erimentation 

and research·· •. · . -: ~ . ~ 

f \ ' 
(6) Evolving or·· adapting new: ed!::!¢ational pr.a.ctices 

thr·ough actu-al tryopts •.' i . 

•.• • • •.• • • 27 
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( 7) Raising Teach~rs '· :rrtorale and inter-personnel 

·"Te·;J:at;i(;)nship 1-9t '.different'--levels·-..;_ between teachers,_ 

· adini.nist·x'at ors •.. a:rid comrriunit y • 

.. .., ; .. ··· f~l s·elec'ti:on, -recruitment, ret.ehtion and 'inservice 

education of te·ach_EL!§. 

· (9) Curriculum studies with· so.ecial.ref<.nience to work 

·load at:··diffexent levels. , • 

.. ·.·,;;: (lor ·stude.nt· ·Se'rvice.s: -.their plannirig and ·execution 

·';;with· ·a v>hnv·~~o ·make them more ~ffective e.g. mid-day meals~ 

, ~scholars"hips~ r·e:sidential 'facilities.,, ·d·ay -centres etc. 

· c,', :: ( ll )' E'v'clluation of educational a'dministrat:ion ,planning 

:·;·and' ·firian·ce ... the ro-te, functions· .arid.::distribtit'ion· of 
. ! . 

·,.resp'onsibilit:i·es of differi\J~t agencies:,-· \inlt c-ost of 

d-ifferent types' of inst'ituti~n;s; laying down norm·s for 

fl.nancing educcitfon .etc• .. ) 

· -The group fe:l. t. that a · centra·l agency ·may be set up 

.:·for. planning' fixing. priorit·i es, financing,. coordinating 

. a_nd execu:tiroii p.f the re-search ·progr.~mmes~· ·It ·should consist 

-of respresentatives. of the Ministry of Education,· NCEHT, 
... 
$tate. Govts., U .G.~.,- Planning Commission; Un'ive·t-sities 1 

Local Authorit·ies, ::~nd selected professional' organisations~ 

·Attempts. ·sh·ould. also be made· to set up a' S:illiilar 

agency in each of the states, 

•· 

, .. ·.c · · ·ADMJlNISTR.-!I.TION,FINANCE, ·coORDINATION 
OF RESEARCH AND DISSEMINATION OF 

· · HESE.ARCH FINDINGS • 
I 

The -group oii ··c:idrriinistrrition, finance ·and· coordination 

of·:r:'e$ear'ch and dissemination: of findings met with 
- . 

Dr·.; P:tem- Nath in' the chair.. The discussioh wa·s led by 

·sh .A-~c-.-i:ieV:e :Gowda. 

"-, ·The cha'hni~-n ·set the tone of the disct.i'ssfons. by 

d··escribing educ'ationa'l 'r~search ·as an endeavbur needing, 
.. ·, 
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coopera~iop ~f.· ~an'i:_p:?~7-~:..'., ~~is,re~~-~r,~s ,~qmmunic~tion 
and coordination a~ ;~eve;I;'al:leve.ls._ . He st~essed the 

,.,, 

need to distinauish 'between. funqa'iner:ttal and ·practical 
. :'\.'. :'-.: ·.:~·~-~ .. --.. ----~ ~.1 .... .:.'}·----~--- ·.·.· .. ·. • ........ 

r~s~arch .on ·the on~' hand and on what pi,iSS€5: as .. research 
-~ - ' • p • '. • .. • • ' ..... • - ~ ,.. • 

but is triyial, on t-)le oth.e~.•: 
'.),::"_·_.(-':_;'~:.~ · •... ,_q:· ... -~::; •. .;_.,;.~-:t, •. :·· ... . .. '., . .,; _._._. _____ .• --:~ . -. . - •.. -- .. _,. . 

- Sh · Deve ·Gowda initi1ated the. discus!?ion by. ,giving a ' . - : ·- . ~ . .. . . . ·· .... 
gi_st of J:ti.s working_ paper. __ He :f~~:r:s~ -q~scr~be_d :s-ome salint 

featvres _of t.he pr~sent position-with regard to fin·ancing, 
. . . . . 

administration, coordination and' dissemination of •r.esearch • 
• , • . . -·, - . - r ' 

He _then posed .the fo),low~ng. problems,;.<( 1}:1-ong 'del1ays in 
. --:...·-~-·:·.:..i·· '· --.: ; _·_ _·_ . ·.::. .... . ·_ .. - . - •. ---.-. ·-- .. .. . 

getting _sa)1ctions of ft!!1ds for ;re sear~h pr"oj ect.s, :( ii}._ 1-a~k . . ,._ , .. , - >"". . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . 

of :Uexibili.ty in allocation and 
. . •. ·. 1 • . 

ut ilis<~tion of funds,. '.. . ... ,•' ..... . 

(iii) lack of. faci).ities fo~. the .re.sea;rch~_wo:r:-kers-to get 

funds directly from the source, ~iv), despite_ the ~CERT, 
. . . . 

inadequ_ate coordinatiPQ ?f researcl;l .on an all-India level, 

(v) lack of int!?:rest in. resear~h 9!l the part of l;ducational. 
. ·.-. . .:. . ... . .-- : . . . : ·• . .-· . . - ;. :. ' . . . 

. As'sociai:;i:ms, (vi),_lac~ of j ouroals, (vii) many research 

· reports because. of their format. cannot be readily published, 

(viii) mo~~- of- th~ 1~ports · ar?. vagy~ ?~d UQspecified about· 

i:;he line_ of action for. the implementa~ion of their findings, 

( ix) lack of mach~nery .for implement at ion of research 

findings. 

Shri Deve Gowda then, suggested the following: {l)Larger 

alloc.ation of ,~und!i,. for research; ( i:L}lump sum grants to 
• • . ~ • • • • t ~ .. - • . : .• 

universities' "ahd more· freedom to them for research activities; 
~ . ' . 

Ji~_~) .. llJore. fac.pit~es at teachers 1 colleges to enable them 
'. 

t.o :take up re?earc)1; ( iv). agencies at Central and State 
'. .. ., . ' 

leve)s. for finRn_cing and supervising research; (v) freedom 
. . . ,.. .. . . . . ,, . . . 

fr.om some of the fin<~ncial formaliti.es:' (vi) I An all-.'India 
.J ~ ' ' I ' ' • ,- • • ..>( o 0 . . . 

abstract· of _educational re!"earch; (vi,i) repo:rting of 

rese,a;~c~ Fndin9s in a specific proforma; (viii) findings 
' • • • • ,1' • 

to be forwarded to appro~riate agencies for implementati~n; 
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( ix) translati:On. -o£. re seai<ch ·:tepo:"ts :ii'it.b'''fegi~nal 

languages, (Extension Centres and the ·proposed Field Units 

of:-the NCERT emay 'take up this· work); ( x) care.fu.l checking 

of ·projectS before ·approval,: thor-ough supervisi~~ and 

. ,se·riou:s attention to finding~ (xi) annual conferences of 

res·earch workers. 
. I ... . . 

Several points ~ere made during the discussion that 

foll~wed the _working paper. The fqll"owing presents a 
.. . ~ ~ . . . . ., ... 
summary_ under appropriate. headings: 

''j. .• ., • ,··:!.. . . '. . . ' . . 

· ... 

'"A. . Structufe and oraanisation of. Research 

There was a general consensus. that ··effo~ts should 
. ;j ·. . .. · . ' .. 

···be made· to c~e.ate .and promote a cilmate ·for research. In 

·; .this connection, the,.'members empha.si~~.d the need for 

freedom fr:om rigid rules. p.nd routine .administrative conin'ol..'. 
. .. t-- ~- ,; . . . · .. 

They felt t·hat more and more. ~reedoll\ should ?.e given to 

the 

':The 

._:. 

res~archers to plan 
' .. ," .. ·· and c~rry o~t- tl:leir. ~rojects. 

r'olloW.ittg poir'r!;s were· rais'edJ 

. { i) organi~atton of research can .. be di~tinguished 
at three levels: Teacher level, teachers' ·college 
level . .and the University or .. the·,NCER.T level. 

('ii) Ccioperativ~ researcl:i .'or t.eain projects should b? 
enc~ura.gea. 

( i.ii) In order to ensure effective .. research a .. m~n~mum 
size and ·status of a rese·arch Lir'iit should be 
s P.e cif;i_e d • . 

( iv) Some ag~ncy ~t the n<~tional level and/or state 
·• -:level ·should be created to promote developmental 

activities. . · 
•;. 

' / . . 
Efforts should be made to secure active· cooperat~on 
of the State Departments of Education. They 
should be sensitised to enable them to feel 

(v) 

the need for research. 

(vi) l:nstead of creating new agencies,, the existing 
... ·· SIEs' should be. strengthened.. These also lack 

~- adE)quateJy trained personnel. ·· . ; . . . ·. 

(viif Proper sta'ffing· .~s essent.ia~. Promotions by 
seniority.alone sho~ld be d~scouraged. 

(yiii) Some agency is needed at state level to bridge 
-the' ·gap between service and research. The 
proposed Field Units of the NCERT may fulfil 
this task •. 
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B. SanCtion of Projects ,and··Grants 
. ·'. "[ f : 
· · There was·. a consensus that .more ·qexibi1ity. was 

needed 'in rules rega~ding sanctions,:·al!.l.ocattio1'1;; and 
~ ! d • • • • ~ 

utilisation of .research furrl s.. The meml;:lel;'~-. felt, the need . . ' ~ ' . - -· . 
for ~aking a.di~ect;~ontact with the researchers, without 

·. . ; ~ . - . ' ' 

going through the,' routine ~dmin~strative .channels. The 

following points were raised i 

( i) -The sanctioning agencies should comf!l_unicate to 
the co~cerned persons the reasons,. 1n case the 
proje.cts are not accepted. Whenever possible 
meetings should be arranged to discuss su~h 

· ... reas~m.s: •.. ~uch. ,discussions wo~~-d J:>e us.ef\.J.l for 
-·;-·--other prt>j·etts ·too i -

.-~'(ii) The.grants.~h~ufd.be giv~ti directly to the 
.. , indi.v:iduals c.oncernedi. Ih some cases arants may 

·-- . . be made. to prolessionally known and toiiipetent 
... ~ l'~se-archer:s irrespective. ,of we ether they apply '" ·· for ·su.ch ·grants or nat •. · · 

· t iirf;~ian{s' ~~Y· be reie~~~a<i~~ one instalment .once 
i (:[ <t .. Jr:e pt:oJe,ct has. be~n approve.d. 

(i:y} ,The.d)niversities .and othe-r. e.stablished research 
; . - '·organisations '11ave the duty to see that -thek 

project: 1r.9._s~,?rch staff. get their salary ih time 
whether or ·not the grants are releasee in time •. 

· :r ( y,) Good rese a~ch. J.s JJ9,t pos_.sf~le ·without minimum 
fi.nanci<~l outlay •.. · .. · .. . . · 

. c;: ,, ; . 

A list of project title·s~. for which funds might 
J;>.e ~v~:j_lable, .. should b~-.,c.ircui.ated ~idely, 
J.nvJ.tJ.ng proposals •. ~best of these proposals 
should be selected and financed~ 

c ... · .: Dissemination . I 

The members felt that very little facilities exist 

tbday for d,issennination of res,earch. There was also a 
. . 

feeling that sometimes researchers do not report their 

f.J~Qif)gs ev~n ,wher;;facilitie.s are offered to them. The 

fbllowing p~ints w~re made': 
:. :· .... 

(i)~ The e?<isting ,j<_:mrnals shoulq pe ~~Qeyidised and 
. ,·· enc~uraged -to_.~mpr()VIf.their'-qqa.lity. 

( ii) Profess'i~nal ass.ocfatf~ni '·~hou'ld be subsidised and 
encourag,ed for. · orqq,nising-. s.emiria:rfs- · .. conferences 
and :publi . t" ·" , ' · '· " · · ·· · • · ' • , . . . . . . . c;:a t-OJ1S. "' . ,_, :;·: ·r·:· .. .-, , ., 

... ~· / :· : (' . . .i.·. ·r ... , .. 
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' . 

{!i,ii.)- ~~re· ... and: more st~te · leve 1 ·ln~:eh:n:~} 6£ ·researchers 
and ?thers. sho1J~d be orga,nised, · .. 

. . ·. . '' : . ' ' ' . . . . .. : ~ 

( iv) Wide publicity ~~ou,~d be given to,. av(!ilability of 
· ·· research· funds and ·procedure for 9etting sancti0ns ~ 

P. ·· ··.Recommendations: 
-~ 

'!'be gi:~p'made the' :following specific' .recomrr!endations: 

L: At· least 1%·:o:f the'.total budget on edu~·ati.on should 

be annually spent ·oh ·eictucatiori~l ·i~search. This 
• \ L•- ••· 

:shou1d be 'earmarked· <;)nly for research, and should 
-\ . .- . 

... 
be _·separated from sefvice al'.l9 ·development activities. 

~ .. :- ·~ ' . --· . ; . 

. . 2;; The SIEs· and the .univers.i'i"i~s. should have more 

and more collaboration.. ' · 
... 

. . 
· 3. An Indi<\n Educational Research Association( IERA) 

be ·formed witll ·s-imilar St_a~e Co~ncils of Educational 

Resea~th. ···A 'confere)1~~ of.: the Association be 
:-· .. ; 

. -·~ . 

4 ... A ... comprehensive programme of training of research. 
. . ·~ -. 

• . . . . . • ~ i 

. workers should be undertakeh •.. 
', . . . - . . ., . ' 

" :5-i': S~ine · studi~s on· strategi~:s for. ~inplementation of 
·_.! .. ·. ~ . . . . -· . . . . . . ' . ·. ' _. - . 

x,e:.sea-rch · fihdings should be uhdertaken. 

6.·th~r~,s})bu~d be a'.prbviSion''f'o~ sufficient number 

Of fel~owships ... Th~~e fellqwships s·hould be for 

4 to 5 yea~s in the Univers~ty lecture:r;'' s !grade i 
. .·..... . . . · .. ' . . 

.1. 

. l i. . • . 
The feilows should be treated -as. faculty-members • 

. ';_ . 

The rules should be f,lexible lJ'l order to attract 

competent students from varj..ous .tfisc,iplines with 
I • ,,. - -·~· ' . l 

. . . . 
_'or with?ut· de9ree·_ in

1 
Educa~;ion·. 

. . . . -. . ,- ': . 

'the· NCERT should be requested to take lead to 
• . '. l :. • • . -~ . : ~ ' . . .. 

i~iti~te actions to imJ:'lement' the above . 

Closiri:g> Session- · 
._.,·. -· 

The last general session of the seminar was held 
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on.1,6.2 •. 66 inthe afternoon_ at· 3.oo·p~M~ 'with Prof.P.S.Naidu 

in the chair. The recor_d!,lrs of the. three., groups presented 
. ~ . ' 

the ~eports of· the ;;'group· discussions as well as the specific 

recommendations of each group •. ''Wit.P ;r:egarc!'to the 

r~commendations :of the gro~p ori 'Trainihg and Facilities 

,for Rese·a;r;ch w·orkers ',the followihg points' were made in 

the general se·ssions :-

·(1) At the B~Ed. level: the ai;n should be tb orient 
the students to researcQ ~ork, which they will 

'·be asked lipon··to do as part of· "their duties as 
teachers e~g. to,under;take. action research to 
improve ·C:Iass-room practices1 · The training may 
be provi~ed by ~nvolving them in some practical 
work like group surveys, group projects- etc. as 
also during the course of the~~ practice teaching. 

(2) In p~incip_le, it was agreed (a) that the students 
from: bthe·r disciplines should be admitted to 
fesearch degree in educ:ation .Jmd ... ·: 
(b) that the'' should· be given an appropriate 
though flexible, programme. of study in eru cation~ . .. : -

(3) With regard to the training facilities for 
research workers it was pointea out· that ( a)trainirg 
should' not be considered as a substitute for 
ability and that a level of ability should be · 
assured before·trainir.g is_ imparted; {b) training 
on the job should. be giveri priority; (c) sufficient 
attention should. be given to the content of t.he 

·.training programmes;· (d) the training should be 
provided at the centres where research is 

· ·contucted co.ntinuotfsly and by -the people who 
are actively engaged in resea_rcb~ 

. . ... !' . 

With regard to the recommendations of the group on 

'Policy on Prior~ties in_~ducational Research' the following 

areas were also recommende,d for inclusion in the list 

proposed by the group:-
. . - . 

l. ! R()'Search on personnel in.· education - in view of 
·the expansion o( c·duc at~on, newer classes of 
personnel are l~kely to be recru·i.ted knowledge 
about· their abili~ies,attitudos~·,imd background 
would be helpful ~n- planning , innovations in 

··· education• · · · ' · 

2. Division of odud'~tional offbrts between formal 
and in'ormal agencies at one .point in;time 
ever d~fferont areas and· ±t$ changing patt~rn 
over t~me in tho same ,arpa. 
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.3 •.. Produ<;:i;ion of :).ow cost instructional.materials. : . . . ; -.. . . 
·: ; .... ·:. : . :_;; ~ •. . .. \. 
4. Some of the newer methods of teaching .and the 

Harning stfc;:h'- as progr.ammed instruction• 
correspondence courses~- .. . 

•'to • . • . ·- ~~: .' ~ _._ • • \ • 

So~lologica.l. stuqies to u~dcrstand .pr.ccisc 
·• util-isatii·on .. of educatiorf - areas and classes 

wherq it is spreading •. 
! ! .:. • . • • ·: .. , • . • 

6',. Class":'rJDom interaction (with,ir\ :s.tudents, between 
' . · Stude11ts. and toache:r's···ahd J5ctween teachers and 

_ administrators). 
• i ~:-::. '1·.• .' •: ;-~ • !- : t ·t. . . ..• ~: : I~-·.:~. 

7 •. Criteria. of E_duc13-tiona;t. objcctivps .. 
. _ --~~-ii.,. .:· . .' ·:~~j- 'I _;.f_ •• -~ .. - • . •. • . • •• 

The report of th.e group on 'Administrotioi) .. ,,Finance, . . . - . . . . . ' ·. ' : . 
·- , : •. i : rl , . _: r .. . - .:. .,._--

. Co;o:~.:~.ation ~,-~f J~csS~~ch and Disseminat~p_n. of Resparch 

Findings} did not cl:i:~it much. comment._, 
•- ' ·- _._,:.. . •. =. ~. . • ,.._ ., • J' •• -..: •·. 

· · The Chairman,. Prof .. P.S. Naidu, closed the .. discussions 
• - • -· i. ,.,. t ·; \ •:. . • ~- . '.; .. --~. . -~ . . - . . • ' :. ' . . 

. ot' tho seminar .at 5 •. 00 P.M., aftor .. wh:i.~? th,c g+oup 
~ .• ~- • ( --;~ .,- .. --. ~ ' . ·:.-;~:.:.. _:. :'' . . ·. •. _. l:~· .... ·. .. ·.; ,· ·, . . ' 

rcass.embeled to hear. an address from Sh •. Prom Kirpal, 
- ~. . . ... - . . . . . ~ . · . 

. ~ : .. ~ .~r: -~- t~. :~--- ,·. -: 

· Educ;:l.tion Soq::?tary to _the G?ycrn~~nt., of ;rn~.ia . .,with 
:__ • ·-1-~- f. ~·-:-'.:•' : <:'••; · .. :~· -. . . 

Dr. $~N •. Mukc+ji in the chair .• 
·'·, -.· . ~: ; :--. :. 

. ·-, ... 

' . ~ : .. ~ 



-: 34 :-

Address by 

Mr. Chairman ~nd friends, first of all allow me to 
I 

intrqduce. to this oatheting a .;;.:Jry distinguished guest, - .- . . . 

~hom I have brouoht with me, .. the .gentlEiman in the extreme 
. -

. right here·, His Excellcmcy, Dr .• :Kane,. Education Minister 

of Liberia, who is :viiiUng' Indi~:-and is the guest of the 

Gove;rnment .of India· at· preser)t .• : _Df, Kane :i:'s· a sociologist,. 

spe~ialist in. social anthropology,· ',/dry :keertl y int crested 

in Edu,catfon, and, of 'c'ourse, :deeply involved. in educational 

·Pr?blenis. If he had the .time; (he caine jl:lst· ·a few minutes 

ago and expr~ssed Interest iri th:i~. SEmiinarL v;e would have 

liked him to:.deliver this adlr&s~.· ~hi.ch :r would have 
\ "1:. • 

.~ppreciated. very much,·.fo:i•·sevcraf·reasons~ because we 

would haye had' a ino:te distinguished speak~r, and also I 

· ~o~ld not l)ave th!i!Sit[i<nervousness whi~h ·I have at pre.sent. 

,In -t;ac,t, ·.we· hi'\.ve he're R group c;;'f· tn.athers ·and ·professors 

who make me feel as if I am .back to scfiool·a~ain,. I also 

suffer from the handicap that after att·ending a very 

stimulating inaugural session, it has not been possible 

for me to participate in the deliberations of the ·seminar. 

If that were possible, I am sure I would have picked ~· 

some very good ideas, which I could spep out at present. 

I shall try to say a few words to-day on the 

subject of a national plan of educational r~search. I am 

sure that the outlines of such a plan are e~plicit and 

implicit in your recommendations, which I have not seen, 
t' .. J 

and I am sure you have discussed this fubject ia great deal. 

Now, to approach this problem, I shall say ,a' few words, 

which seems to me a peculiar 

Taking modern education, not 

. 
' character of .mdBern education. 

-~~ 
I ,L": 

only in India ~ut all over 

the world, there has bee.n a very great chanqc- in the .. .. .... 
· ,aJ?J?::FO?Ch to education and place .of educatiof.t ·.in society • 
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._ ~n;· ~he pa.s:t,. pcrh_ap_s h~~,ore ~he. if}dustrial rey0.1;_u.tion, 
. . . ,. ; 

edy_ca~_j,_?~ was a 111.attq;r .of. tradijj.on, ,a_nd before t)1e 
., ' . - .,. 

Re~aissan.te ,it. was somethino which served the Church • 
.' ; I - -·.· .. ' • • .'· • • .- I. ' . .. • • • J . ' L. -· . - ' ~ .. 

It ·~ad an ecl.esiaf~ical past. But t.he, characteristic 

of. m~~de:tri $c!\l~ation is that it is sec!-)lar ip .charact!'lr• 

. To make ~t_. s,ec!-llar it :t;ooD: a very long time, h~cause it 
' . . • . . . .· ~ .' ~ ~ . • • • •• ' - <, •. : 

. was a .. pa_rt :.of the ec~esl_asti1c.al 0r~er of thing,s all over 
. • . . . L. '- • . . . . .... ' 

·• the world and t):le, liherati.oh, of. education. from. the domination 
';) '','.1 ·f~'.' ' • ' ·-·-··,.·•,:· ' , :·~··· . :. '":';, :·• , 

?,f ~he .. church o~. yaJ;.iou~- kinds took a_ lon,g t~me, "·: .. Today 

_. one. cap_ say that,_ ,educat~on is sec1,1i.a:p in_ charactgr and this 

ha.s. been ~a,;rgely brp.u_ght. ab.out by t.he. m.arch, of nationalism 
. ! ' ..: - -· . . -, ~ .. fl . • •. • . .• ' ! • '. . ~. 

, ,an? the march of sc~enc;:e, tpe ,scienti.fic_ appr~.a.ch, the . . . ' . . . ._._, . . . - . .. . . . . ' ... . 
,P.P'fler,, of cscie~ce. :a~~ . a~~~-· t~e ._!~atio~al, sel'i:t~ll!ept~·". These 

are responsible for liberating education from the. domination 
. . ~ ·- ' .. '· : . 

of the church and the, eclesiastical. order. 
';, _r ~-. .• . • , •·• . . • , -:; . . .. : • : .. '-t • . 

,:', .. ,. Tl1.:: s~con_d fea~ure_}?f m_ode;rn ~gu_c;~(ion ·~s,_ :of course, 

character of mass educqtion. ·.Mass educatipn is a . .real 
r: • '( , , : :: . C -~ _I L • ~ '. 1' •••• •' • ' ' ~ ' ;· - • -: ' ' • '' ' I' • 

,f~,at_u_rf of ~he~ w.orld .•. ~dU!=;t-~j,p~ wa?:r-:cp11:fined ~n ,the 

begi_nf}j,ng, to 1;h~ dom).nan,t, cla!:l.ses,' Jhst .t_o tpe ,p~iestly. 
. '":"· ' I-· : • . ~ •• ' - I •• • , .• • ~ • . . I 

~f?ers and. then to pther ru),ing clal5_ses_.. But_,. in our 

.. ~imes, :this new phepomenon of mass ,e,ducation. hr~s · :t.o be . : _; '· . ' -. . ~ . . ;.. . ~ ' ' . . . . . .;. -- . . . . .'. ' 

de 1aJ.\~ ~~.t!l.bY "education,ists •. T!;.~~·· undoubt,edly,,is the 

resu~t .. of):~~ march .qf .demo~r?cy a,nd tpe spiri~. of 

p_qual:i,ty. 
·• . . ·; : ' : tf :. 

. :,._ 

The third fe.ature of. mod(;lrn educ_a_tion,! which is .. -~-~.:: :': .. ' . ., ; "- ' . . 

_well J<n?.~n .~,nd _is in th,e proce,ss. of dev:elopment, 

I would call educati.on for world. citizenship a11d . ':' -, .. : .-. . . . . . 

is what 

world-

mindeclness. This,, I think~· has tlt'{o aspects. Fir,st, ,·· ; . ; ' . - -': 
. educationist.s are no'JV increasingly lhling -~n ap . . . . . 

;interd,epende.nt s_o~i.al .and .. econpmic order a,nd new forms 

of, o,rganisations_ are. comin9: up in the wotl~., United 

Nations.'. specialised agencies, various international 
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organisatici"ns,'· which a:te ltir;king the World' together. So, 

the educat:lon:of':_n\a'n tod'ay',. everywhere, must'' tc:fke note 

. ·of1-this new 'featur:e· 'of: nicid:ern 'educat'ion, . i.e:.. education 

for; ·wo'rn::!" Cifizert~hip', ·:the :.crk'at.l.on· df a sense of world-
. I: • '• .... • 

~ in'inde.d~es·s." Another -aspect 'of this'lllat'te:t is very 

' 'important~ tbo, ·th·at 'is', we{ know that -t·heie are .. developed 

'count~ie 5 :and ·deveiopl..ng- d:)uhtries •·. Now1 ·i.n· this 'situation 

of' the· worla' cbnilnunity"·tu-day,- the~e: is 'ii '1/ast difference 

; betwe-em the' two, the~'de\ieltlped·-·-countrie s' and· the- de~eloping 

'countries~ - But· 1oM· thirig t}ia·f all people eVerywhere aspire 

'to ac'hfeve· is' th~:rinte:t~aticirial stand~rd: So thiS element 
. . ~ -~- ... :··-:.-1 ., ·,; .. -- -:~ _ .. - .. 
of·ihtetnatiolial standards in education· to be achieved by 

~ 

. crll'pe'ople" iS''a1so saniethi"n'g new--±n the ~ysteiii of modern 
.... , .. ··'- ·...., 

·-

Another feat\5re'"df our tiines'is that'bhanae' is 

- -'cbnscious-' ai'ld 'directed, much more so than it.used to be 

'· i'n the past·.· Th-is uridoubtedi·y :l.s ·dtie to th~- pb~er and 

use) of s'cieritif'ic ·1<hbwiedge; the conscioJs creation of 

new knowledge 'arid the 'exploitation· 'of knowleda~ for the - -. 
. Organisation ·of mar} arid- for material welfare -of homan 

life in genc:iral; ;inC'luding education~ s·o, today change 

i's d:ire'~ted by ma~--to'· 'a 'very iar£'e: extent,. !~stead of 

cha~nge~'-fJJdng 'place h'aphazardly, unconsciously,. resulting 

from a new world of forces over which man had, little 

conti-ol' t'oday-;· we . are . mast~rs ·of bur' destiny. more than 

·- ~ver ,before·. lft . ~ ·' . . 

This;-· I' 'think'' is due, more .than . anything, 

to' the Use- of' -'scientific research, 'of 'c'reation of' heW 

.. 'k.n'owte'dge~· the belief that• man 'can extend 'the fr'ontiers 

of knoJledge, · tll'i-'ough 'a propet:approach to'inqu'iry; through 

:,:the expres'sion 'ofJt'he s~irit 'of 'curiOsity', through 

follbwing; C'i~rtain sci:en'tific rules and' s'cientific methods • 
. : . 

• •. • • • • • • • 37 



· Th~.s is at the· oottom of this great change that we can 

:;dir~ct ®~:t·own destiny today more than ever·· before •. 

Now fn this wider context of the modern world and the 

·modern system of education, what are the objectives o.f 

educational research as such? The objectives, to my mind •. 

are m_s)r·e. or less in line with the general objectives of 

'.research ·in ariy other field. 

Fii-st.}.y; knowledge has to be exte.nded. The research 

worker is passitmateiy attached to probing ,into the 

mysteries of va:dou's things and this sentiment in him~ 

"this great urge within him, goads him to penetrate into 

·the mysteries and throw light where there was no knowledge 

and to e~t-end the frontiers of knowledge,. 

Anothe~ objective of educational research is the need 

to !i'olve practi'cal problems •. This is because education 

is a vast process •. It is not merely an academic discipline 

but a wide·r and bigger proces~ •. In this process, problems 
. . . i . . . ' 

··arise and to solve these ~problems research be·comes essert ial. 
I 

Obvim,l'sly, one example, which is familiar to everybody, 

.ds,the problem 'of wastage in our schools. at the primary 
• I ,, 

st:a;ge, : We. ·are all familiar' that in brder to solve this 

-JNe must· know a.ll the elements which go into it·- sc;>cial, .. 
' 

economic ~u1d· edutatibna{ and try to find a solution. So 

·one great incentive 'pf educational research ~oday is 

the ·need to solve concrete'' problems ... This is very 

important for our own ··courrhy •. 
':'' 

And la·stly·, another· objective of educational research 

is the planning· of prog:sammes. 
' ' 

This is, o.f course, .still 

more important .for us becaUse ·we follow the planning of 

society,· and we have ~ Pianrting Commission and Five Year 

Plans. There is a need to make the best use of limited 

resources, which lead one on to planning. For the 
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plannin9: for the-best utilis?tion of resources, then, 

educ.atlonai research is invaluable. 

Now, ~lth the.se .in.tr~duct'o~y ;~~arks, I go on to the 

need fo; a national pl~n for educational research. To my 
.. ~... : ., 

· mi~d'. the ne~d today. ls obvi~us. , . 
We have no national pla n 

fo~ educational researcp._ We do not have even sufficient 
: ... 

···appreciation of the: importance o-f educ~t~o~al research in 

all these fields ·which'I hav~ mentioned -_iry _the increase 

~f kn~wledge; in the solution of problem~ an~ .in the 
.. . ' '.: 

I . ·' 

pl~mning of the educational system. $o, there is today, 
. ~ ; 

more .tha~ ever before, the need 'for a national plan for , . ' . 

educational research·. I am sure, this is the conclusion 

;. 'o'F your recomnienda.tiori~ based on your wisdom, ~nlYWledge 

and valti~·ble experience, ·wherefrom a nntional plan for 
. .. .·' 

educational res~arch will emerge. Now, we need a national 

plan because educati~n is p~rhaps 'the largest national 

:activity tor:ay. 
.·-

This is quite evident. We have sixty 
. . 

~ig.ht niiillion students today, two million teachers, _six 
. .) . . . . . . ' .. .! .: . 

hundred thousand institutions of all kinds and about 14% 

.of the entire population i;·directly involved in the 
·.' 

educational process. There are, beyond this 14%, others 
·r . .. . . . . . , . 

I do 'not count, the adult education programme and litll'l!acy 
: 'r 

programme. ·When by 1980 this educational system completes 

100 per cent elementary education, we will very nearly 
. . 

'have·about a quarter of the population irivo~ved in the 

educational pr~cess. ,. Education will become a vast . . 

operation and great f~nds of money wiU be spen~. Within 

ten years or fourteen years, perhaps, our total expenditure 

O\')- education has· b~~oine: I think. fiv·~ times. ;;~m 1950-51 

,t6 the present times,. i.e._, .one co~ld ~ay that the nation 
··~.. ,. 

is spending at present about five times as it did in 1950 • 
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:.:Thls·r inc:re.ase ':Ls. going ·rapidiy ·forward,· and more and more 

resources are being allocated:.·: :.Evidently-then the size 

.::of tbe educational activity being· so great and so much of 

,effort and resolirc~s· g·oing into it, it·is .e·ss'ential that 

. all· these: operations should be· guided by a national plan 

tor research~ 

r_, Theri I would ·mention two other needs for. a plan; one 

:is 'also .falliHiar to ·everybody here, the role ·of education 

;. ·f.n 'affecting s·ocial change. ···More than ever before; we rely 

on ediJ cation a's the main instr~ment' of change in the country 

··.and everything is based on national .P1a~i. All the projects 

' ·-o.f} 'developme'nt C~:i:'e ul tirriatel y based on the plt'o'duction of 

.. a·~'·}Will·to change 1 ·among the .people,. which can only be ~ 

d.one through ,the educati_onal proc;:essj· Whethe'r· it is through 

·the students in schoolsand colleges·or·throvgh •the adult 

e_du.c~tion and· social :education programmes,. · The· role of 

ed~cation· in affecting social .change· is both· to. create 

this desire to change a.ho- also to: produce the ·manpower, 

.. theJ>_ersonnel,. iNho Will be ·employed.' in effecting important . 

. c.h<mges, mo.dexnising:· sotiety: and in<::n'asing p'r.oduction. · 

One other fac.tor r: would also ·mentior1; -it. is the 

. clo-se· connection between· educad.on. and culture 'today. · More 

than ever before; we have to bring ·cultu~~ to masses of 

people •. to preserve culture/ to develop culture which is 

. largervthan education; where' .. not only the roots of certain 

civiliZation are involved but also it.s ·aspirations for 

. the ·future. Education is ·the most· potent instrument~ ·· 

In each·society, in each culture:, and 'there are· so many 

c~ltures' in t~e world; there are certain va'lue's, cultural 

as we~l· as human. :·:Now,, to promote these ·cultural values, 

and to .pr.omote the human values~ it ·i.s nece·ssary that 

education' should be utilised to the fullest extent. ·It 



is a great: bbJ'ective of -education in our soci.ety too .. 

· It· is obvioli's that there- should ·he a national· plan 

f'ot ·~ducat ional · research:. · 

Now, what the plan should be and how it should be 

developed is a vast thing and I cal'lnot Gf cours-e attempt 

to go- into· th~ ·details of such a national .plan.- But I 

. wou.ld l.i,ke--£6 mention :a few, what seems to me, a few 

features of ·a. n'ational plan for educational research .• 

I thin'k f'our or five main features within which §UCh 

a pl'an _must· be ~evklooed and developed by thinking, 

concerted thinking· in groups such as this ... 

Fir.st,-' 1we mus't<··extend the area of-.educationa.l. 
I 

res_earch-. · ·rh'ere mu'st be strengthening of effort and greater 

deployment' .,of resources for 'educational research.. So 

--·far the.-' amount spe·nt has been negligible.. There has. been 

.rio ·plan whatever and education ·has grown rather 

haph'azardly. A few attempts h'ave been ·made., to which I 

-'WOUld make. reference, but those have not penetrBted. the ' 

ent'ire 'sys'tem of education and the whole· functional plan 

tor: resea:r.-ch.. So one feature of a national plan for 

educ-ation-al research must- be a decision to use greater 

re·source:s for educational research .and to employ more 

peopi'~. ~6re scholars and have more departments for this4 

"!he sec;ond· ·feature should be plan'ning and coordination 

of research, Research should be well-planned ard coordinated 

Hen-ce planning at the national level is very import-ant. 

I have seen in some of the papers very wise remarks.. One 

great defect of educational research today is that 'it is 
·,~··::rr·i·: . • 

not"iridian in character, that it borrows too much from 

c~n-~i'tions ·outside which have little relevance to the 

'conditions 
1

in India. Now, ·this is a matter of heritage 

of 'the· j:ia'St~ because our scholars went for Doctorr~te degrees 
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... 
to British un:lversities,. to Ame~ican )..IJ1iVE\..rsities and 

. ... -·. LJ~\·.: ---~~~-. . .. :-~~-.4--.o,~_.:-. 
· they took up problems which really belong.ed to another 
.. ·, ... : ~\.···. --· ···=~~:,~- .---~-~ 

·· society_~ . Now, we have to see in the plRnl)ing of our 
.... ,-•_.-.' .... ·-_.;!-:·~:···· .. · .. :~. "~,;'·,,·. ~··,---~~ ·.· .. 

·. eclucatlorial· research that it is true+y _ If.ldi ah, because, 
. . : . . ; -··, . . ~ .. ; .· : .. '. .'. . . . •-: 

'· · ,_afte:i hi, .. it ~ust serve. the Indian ed~<;;at~onal system. 
• . ~- .. • • ·, ., : .·- • : 'J • ' • ' 

... j " ., ; ,-. - ._ .· ''· ·- . . 
'' That is the first requirement and therefore we must try 

_ ; . .. ; . . ; . . : ~ . :.·. ~ :.!!':.. ·: : ... :. r · .. ·;· :_ . . ·. • . 

·to maRe it as i~~-~ge_nou~. as possi,bl~.· .. ljn _.the planning of 

· educa'ti.ori~l ·:re;e:ar~h, a·~d· t'i-lisJ in;olves the question of 
~. • .! • :- .• ,._. . ·:.·· : : ·1-_ •. · ·:·~,., :. r ;-: ~: . :· ,:·~ · .. •.· : · . 

''persbhnel~. agenCies and resources_._ I think •. We should in 
' i c ····· ~... ~--·· -~-·-···' .. :. · .. .-· :; ;· -<.~ i' . ·-·-;-.-~ ,_,.; .: .. · .. ' :. :. 
'- ... "6\.ir planning f;i.x Up certain percen"t:ag(j!§ • , J"ime has come 
• • . h;;. : ._. • ·. . : · i''i r).\.:' :f · . · ···· · ·:- .:. - ; · ; .·.· · ·. " · · 
· ''to'..:think of a certain portion of e~penditur<;.• especially 
• ..... r··- 'f::r;· +,\ ........ · .. ,; .. ···:· . )i-... . 

._,,:, ·expenditure on "planning and adm_inist~,a_t:i,o~; .which should 
::_ .. ,.. ·- ~ ·: ... -;- ·,, .. ,.. , .. -.. :._·· ;i:··:·._~- --~~ '"i"::~;::.;• ,. 

go ·t'o ·research. This is a matter for experts to decide 
. _-__ . · · .. :.- -.... r -·~·=' :-~::-l··: ·1· --.' .fr::·· :·.~2 ~~d:_;. .r-~.: ... ~ 

·how '·mu•ch'' this percent age should be' , I hope that in the 
··:.-.:, •. · ... _}- ... - ... [.:)n('fr;.~···· J' 

formulation of such a plan we would .~()me to. ,a decision 
';,~: ....... -~1~ ~:: ... . :-~· ..... ;t .J·:···-::: .-·~ '. ~-- ... ,. ~\·· ·;:·:·;: 
that· if' the total amount wh~ch the natJ.on will put on 

!·· edbt~ti6rial,~l~~~i~g --~n~: .ad~fni~~~~~~-;~ 1~' ~~-~~g.to be so 
· ... ·: · ·r·~ i _.:.· ..... ···:·':.f' ·-: ·.; ·:?··:· f!'.·.!. :t' .. ;. ,;·:i-, .•· I 

much' then_. a ,;ery iarge_ considereable .P.a.:J:t.·, an ade_quate 
~ ... ';,"'\.~;. ,·• .. I,}_';,-., • . • (:!· .. :, "-·:•'~' ·:··. -~~---;,·.<: .-:••· ·• 

part 'of that, will be used ·for educatJ,,on.al re.search. 
• - ·' •• J. 'vi~ · · ·."·'· ·• r . . , . -:· :-- . ~;. .·. ' :~(. :- ':: ·:-·;.~;: ; .. -; 

"'With regard to agencies we h.ave to involve the 
: ··,; ··.:· -: P.. , 

.. :. • . -· : • y~ • . ' . . . .. : =--'' •... ; 

·Unive-rsities more. Now here also the development should 
. . • l''·i- • : . . . 

.. · .. ··· ,": ·:- .,..,-r ._._,.! ~ ... _:_1-~ -f.r'\' • · · 

be ''a·• planned devdopment. We sho1,1ld 1.9-Y-, down, certain 
. ~ : .. . . ~- . ' -·;.• ·';·:·: . . ;' . . 

cr-if:e·r.i~ 'for· devcl~pment of Departll_lents;. 9f E~ucational 
'·. ' ••• -:· • .:.: . _·_,.·_ .... _. •• · •. :· ;·~ '"';;· • '· .•_,; ... • 1..•- .. ,. : . 

Re~8~rch at post-graduate level and nt e,acp .level these 
•• l . : • ~ .•. ••• • ( ', . :·~ .1:. .:_ l •• ... ·- . "· . .-:-- .... ·: • •• •• • 

criteria 'sriould be strictly satisfies! .bc;J.fo+~. t)1e U .G .c. 
. .. .,·' .,-..,---·.~~'-~- ~ ···~ . ~ ~ ~ ".-.·. ·n ~ .. - :· . ~ 

give·s!cg:fan-ts:.·for the d.evelopmen.t ,of, ~)1-~s~. ;J~r::>?~tments ~ 

,,, .. fo!n'd ·he're .. pe.rh~p~. _a, \~~l~~a~>pp~,;~~Cjh_ .j.~: ~~g:~~ly with, 

.. ,~--'would:be ··useful,· to fiDil four or Hv~ P~,.~~ixde.J?artmcnts 
.. ~- .:~ ~,r .. ·.~·~··. :•. • .: . ..... ··"•· · .. 

. ',: ai' cettai.h' U~lversiti.es where f,av~:>Urable conqitions 
, :· : • . . • . I • . •.. • . < •. r;:, ~: '· . : : ··, ; , .. ;' . 

. aH~ady 'e~ist,. to s.tre~g~~en_ !~~m a_n?, bffng.,try~m to the 
' ; ...... I' . •' .·-·· •, • . . 

'tevJf 0 {' ~~va~ced 'centres, as we hCI'!'El in, tl,'le .,Held of science 

:•;' arid ~edhr{ol~~';. Th.is -~.,P:;~c~---~~ ~y.ml~~ '.i~ -~er; important • 

;· . : (' 

... ~ .. ·: ·_.~:-. -: .. c•.\:c::: :..:·:"~1)n~-:--·;'-~ · - 1 :,. · . . : • 
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As_ regards the_ qiteri<i!. w?~~h; :;J1c;>uld be satisfied, you 

have already, :r. C!m su·~e •. di"scussed, th~- .inter .. disciplinary 
·. . . . . . ·. . . ... \ : -. ~ ~ .. . 

approach, the presence of fac1,11ty.members~ the 'libraries 
. . . . 

and all these, W.hich, will have. ,to .l?c t~ken into .acco~nt 

by. those who p.ick .. certain departments for bein9.'-upgraded . . . ,:· . ) . . . 

as Depariments. of Education in the Universities·. The 
. , ' • :' • ·"'! I ", •. 

Chairman of the U .G .C. in. his inaugural addres.s rre ntioned 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

that ~ew feature of the closer association of .univers.ities . . . . . . . . 

and schools in the task .of improvement of qua'ri~y o~ · 
. ·. ~, ·' . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 

_education, is ~ h,o~:f~l _sign for)hi~ purpose_. 1Nherever 

. a university department is streng~hen~d :for education.c:!l 
. . · .. ·: . . . ; . . . . . . 

research. we should see. that .it has very close collaboratiOn . . .... . ' . . 

with .the school system in the area and,_ of course,: toe 
~: r . . . . -. . . . . . . 

.personnel for research. ·:. .. ·.. . 

Iiere we have to deci?e that the doctoral degree which 

a s_tudent will take in the field of educavo~ ~hould, I 

tn'ink, haye, a broader scope~ One difficulty today is 
. . 

that _pedagogic education, educational degrees have a 
;" - . ·. . ~··. ' -

-narrow scope, not only narrow scooe in the content of . 
• ,. • : • . • : • • j • • . . 

courses and k~owledge but also in the scope' for the people 
. . . . . .· . ' . . . . ~ 

who take these degrees. I would be in favour here of .. : ·' · .. 
producing personnel well versed in educational research 

. •,• .· . '. ~. ... : 

who should not be confined merely to pedagogy. 
' , ; 

TDe~_~ust ~ave competence in_an~ther. qiscipline and 

h.ave a~ inter-disciplinary approach. A professor of 
. '. ' . ~: . . ' . '•' t: . ' 

psychology can produce a very good rese.arch if anthropology 
. . . . . . . . 

and other: disciplines are involved· 
. . ... . . . . ,. . So t~e end-product 

of educational research in th.e Universities should. be 

trained in broRder .context and they should have a broader 

scope in work also, They should be used for educatj,onal 

admini.stration some timesi even for management. and · .. 
. ~dministrat~on and ~ larger fietd should be available 
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to them. 
·: ~ . : . 

Now,so much for,the planning at the national 
• 1 .. -. 

l<!lvei~ 

I have said that'-ed.ucational research must become 

m?r~ indigen6u5·· a~·d. natiDnal, :·but the idea should not 
; . 

go too far in: that d'irection. 
. . . .. ,' •· ' There d.s ·in the planning 

arid co~r,dina:t~,on of resear~h. a very im-portant' place for 

.i.ntern?~ional cooperado.n and this. international 

. . 
c<:lOperation we shotiid not los'e · ip the development of 

.educational research' ahd in the. implementation of a 
. '. -~ 

national pl~n •. Ther~ should be very Close co;llaboration 

with cerrtres o.f l~ar'qing and Universities putside the 

country~ ·We ·have the beginriina with this, we have so 
: . • • l_ • !~ . 

many s.Ct)olars·, so many f:r:iends from. various departmertst 
. . . , 

universiti-es .and tfiis contaCt :s-hould be ·,-increased, be.cause 
' . 

: .. , . 
while it .is'· true that our problems which we have to 

solve are· indlgenotis, we must have that approach at the 
: ~. 

same .t4ne~ We hi!ve t.o have. the best methods of research 
.. ·.~ 

which a.re developed not only in India ·.but. everywhere. 
. ' ,., i· •'I- • 

Fo~· methoCfology, we must go t'o other countrie s and 
•I ', '\ •' 

involve people with them. There are so··many: general 

problems· of ·interest to peopie all· over the world and· . . . . . 

'one· of the objectives of education,. modern education, 
, . . . . 

~ . ~·. 

is to creat~ :-~ertain' l.iJOrid. ~indedness and• to train 

people. in world citizenship. The awaren~ss of what is 

~appe.ning.' outside and to keep· in touch with the research 

. workers is most important • 

. , Now ·.this' l'eads to the other need in ;the field of 

plannfng. and coordination, which has also been mentioned 

in ·on~ of your papers, that is, to have VJeJ;.y effective 
" . ~. . 

.clearing bouse of:information;;, a clearing house of 

informat-ion which would· .give in~ormation:-te> scholars 

no'); ~>nlY about what is happening in· India. but al.so what 
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is happening.-o1Jtsi,de., We should devei_9p._cl_bser co-
. . . 
operation with the international ornaniz·ations like UNESCO 

·and with schools of: -educatio·nal re·search in other 
• :·· -l' • - . . ' • 

. . countries, espe~ially -english _speaking· countries, USSR,. 

. with whom we. haV:e cilose:ri relation's now in ~ducational 

co-operation and som~ -ot·her :co1 .. mtrie·s, 'like Japan. Now 

thes~ clearing house··:activit:ies should be 'brganized nationally. 

It is· somethipg which must be done ~country wide. This 

.brinos me to. on~ :aoeri.Cy which I have not mentioned so . .... . : . . _, '• 

far,· which I .think has a very important· role to play in 

this programmE! of· developing a ··nationa-l pl'ari: for educational 

. research and .-that is the National Council of Educational - . . . 
Research .and Training; -Already th:iS Council has undertaken 

certain activities ·;:ind has done· pi'o:neering ·work in the 

field of education but because of ·limited resources, in 

money, 'iri' personnel, this. effort: has been 1imited-. I 

i;hink We should dev~lop, as we have·· c'ommitte.d to do SO, .. · .... 
a g_reat N9t-ional. •Institu-fe of Education in Delhi for which 

we haye_ a e:ampus now and that Institute should have the 

best national library f·or education, ·a- iibrar_y which should. 

contain no:t only books of pedagogy but also books on 

e~uc;:atiop Cl-S a discipline, something which chould be used 

_by schol,ars. from all over the c-ountry. -This should be a 

cl1:1aring house, a national ·clearing house· for research in 

the. field ·o.f education. The National i'nst.itute of 
- . 

Education with its D!>pa:ttmeiits, some of which already exist 

and some mo_re will be organized, would be· the focal 

point of. education'ai resear~h in the cou~try. It already 
- . 

. has a net-work of Regioria~·Colleges and the regional 

machinery' is ·beirig strengthened for improvement ·of 

secondary education, improve\nent of teacher-training, 

_ijherefore, this is a very hopeful orqanization ·engaged in 
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. the developm~nt of ·research in the field of edl:Jcation. 
:· . ·! 1 • •• : -! : · •• ;. . : . • ., 

A thirc;l feature, apart from:·planhing and• coordination 
. \" . . . 

., ·1fhich I h?-ve: mentioned briefly,. or"'the national olan for .. - .. ' '·. .:. . -,·· . . . . 
· .- ed~J.C?t_;i.on, ~hiould be the ~-stabli~hment of' priorities. I 

. .·•· 
:;think that is essential bec"atise of the vast part of 

. -;:r~sea~c;h, __ which may be resea:rch in anything~ Since education 
·' 

_·:·is. r,~~P,,:;f_.bJ_9, system, _we have to lciydown c;e±:tain broad 
~ . . . . . : ... . . 

' · p_ri.9.r:.tt~es.: ,Jhis prior~ ty ·must ·be in ~rmlieo resea:r:-ch; 
. . ' -'. •.._ ~I - ·' •·· , . • • . 

w~ ~hou1d strengthen applied research, not ignore fundamental 
• J ' • • . • • ••• :- :: .• ".:.. •• • • • • 

-J;esearc!).,_ but give more resources to a'~plied rese.arch and : :, . . . . . . . . . : . 
;_ J. . '. 

·· ~pec;ially _to the ,task. of finding soJ:utions for~practical . ': ... 

·. al:!;eady. establishe.d 
'; I • ,•· 

~er1;ain pl:io-~ities and;-· I think, these 
' •• : •• ~- . J ·: : •. , • • . • 

·.··· ' 

... are good enough for 
. .. ; ' 

a· national' plan a:nd 'these i~portant 

. ·_9reas of ~nvestigation the. Council has undertaken• as we 
·- . . ' .. 

perh9ps kn9w, are!~ 

:. ~) th~ co_nstructipn of the curricult..(m. research into 

.the problems of curriculum 
,· ' . ' 

• c ..• ].~). e~_amination. ref orin· 
,. . 

, iii) i~structional materi~l inciuding textbooks, problems 
' 

of production qf instructional material ':specially textbooks . . . .. 

·-iv) .the programme-of teacher _development, and-lastly . . 
v) School bpildinqs and the proble.bJs of physical ........ _... ·. ·, .. . .. ' 

plans of educational institutions. So these five priorities 
• t ' • ; 

)1ave alre.ady been established and certain initiatives have 

. been taken by the Council, I suggest thC~t these ·priorities 
.··. - .. ·· ···:·· . . 

. ar,e ~dequat~ for .th_e national olan of educational research . 

. Then. I come on to th'e }ourth feat1.1re. of such a plan. . . .. -. 
,.that. ~ deal under the heading of metho.do1ogy, ·the methodology 
• . . ; . . ·. ~ ,__ I 

of .educational research. I will not ,say much on this . . ,_' ··. .. ; 
-:: . ' . . \ 

-b.e.~>ause you must have discussed this a great deal. An 

inter-disciplinary approach is of course, the best approach 
. '.; ..... 
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and t-he most frl;litf'ul approach, aritl this has to Qe de.yeloped • 

• ';hi~ -~ake;s {t es~~e'rl'fial to ,iniJ:>rove ,the work inside "!;he . . . 

universiti-es whe':r:e :you 'can takei:radvantage of the' 

.rei~tib~shlp 'between va~ious· ·discipline~~-, But this is 

easi~r ~aid ~han d~rre. Wlt-hin a· university with all its 

cbmp~icated' machinery;: wit'h all the aut ononiy of diff e:r::ent 

d~pa~tm.emts;; it is not easy_ to est,ab_l~sh re'lations~ips 

·bet~een disdplines' ari.d make these meaningfll;l. Ev_e.!'l in 

initi,atirig ·proj-ects 6£ inte·r-disciplinary ·character very 

serious diffi~ultieis are experienced, And then V<fe come 

. to comparatively h~w field M. educational resec;trch bei,ng 

done.'throu9h-the appto.ach.of collaborat;i.on between various 

di~cipliries. It. is not goimt to .be easy. . This v.(ill 

depend ';up:on ,the' leadership wHhin the-universit~es. 

awar.eness on the part. of the··heads- of the departments for 

the. importance of ._education,- their awareness of the totality 

of educ~tion' and what a particular discipline can do to 

promote educational research·.·. so, very much will depend 

upon the main person, the ·prOfessor of Educatio~_. in the 

Unlv.<;Jr~i tY~ He' 'must be. a. person with great l.e,a?ership 

and.with much ac'ademic prestige. It is then that t~e 
. . 

· inte;..:-di·~'cipiin.ary ap-pro·ach will emerge_. , . 
: . . r . . -~ . 

I have highlighted some -practical difficulties 
' . . but 

I am ·sure that .these cot..i1d be overcome. Then~ ·we h~ve, 

.espe~l.~ily in.- the Indian conditions, where we. haye a 

vast country, ~everal states, and 

fundame~tal·problems 'of education 

at the same time the 

are national in 

·character. The· system of education must be more and mo:re 

_national,. and· we should use ·something 'like- a project 
. . . . . . 

method, an org'anized ·tearlt·.-work. ·For iri·stance when you 

are havi'ng a national' study on- wastaae it. is'':obvious that 

a great deal of organization of vast project is required • 

.. ·.·· .. 
( 

I • • • • • • .47 



-: 47~ :-

You cannot confine the study to·a ~ma~l area in one oart 

·of' the· country. We li'aV~ ·to .go to the rural .a.reas, to 

urban areas·~- t'o p&br>le of diffexent levels' :of development 

and get''hol:d, 'o"f thEf·problems of various states. Now all 

these great probl~ms of research require -a gqod deal o.f 

teain •work i'md 'here ·'too we need some: agency, · a• national 

agency, which 'will' at- least encourage- in esta)?~ishin~ such 

·links. · :t think·'tlie N:;C;E •R• T. has a. role to play in this 

matter' also in e~tabllshihg t·e;am work and organ.ia-:j..og 

complica'te.'d national projects of research for certain 

importa~t objective~'. · · 

In the· fie!id of 'methodology; one thing to' which. I· 

. attach' vtiry gre·at importance is experimentation ins.Lde the 

s'dh.~oi' ~rid 'we must errcollra'ge ·the school·te•ac;her: to experiment 

.. ii'tore ···and ···mor-e· and attu·ne him-· t·o research.: . Col!s id~r:ing what 
< -

his educational e\iuipment 'is at present,· his status in 
: • "' r , •· . • ~ , . 

society' and general education this· may. seem moonshine. but 

it-1s. not 'fealiy':that1-- Even--t·his:teacher; because he.is 

dad/involved itt the-·-educational·process .immedi~tely 

·and uroent·ly·;,. and·: i's·· re~lly att·ached to his. work, ·should 

'be encbO.raged to· experiment; to report on his e:)Cperiment 

and. that!. ki'nd: of1ft"hihg -should become a pa,rt ·.of the .process 

-'of educati'on·aJ~ ··rese:arch. ·. I have· found: t:hat.:.P teacher if 

encouraged, rightly· encouraged by· the inspectorate and 

· app~e~iated ·by the·· soci·ety, is· ·dapab.te of doing- :much more 

than we think at ·pr·esent. For. ·tn·stance, ·I have s.een:··these 

pe6pl~· whb 'write ess'ays on their experiences •. ·They 

.'take a ·lot ·of.·t~ouble"~rid some very ·oood ideas· come out .. 
. : -••• ·.: . ... ) _4..:: ;!- ,• •.. ; . 
· of the~r papers; ('N'CERT has such a proqramme• .of· writing 

·ab~ut th~- ~xperierice of teachers, description of experiments). 

The nation.al· awardees I have met every year.· .I have. found 

that' taa~h~rs who have been in' the· profession. for twenty 

......... · ·.4.8 



yea,~s,: or; -~o .•. The national award~'es .are··>always. deeply 

involved in-the, edvcatio.nal proce·ssj but they do need . . I: . t .. . . - . ~ . 

a ~p:·e.~t .cjepl. of encouragement, 

adm~nistr~r!;or ·is l<;lcking. -

En.c~uragement 'from the 

And. th,is takes me to the last part of my talk, that 

.is, ano~h~r feature of the-national plan should be the 

need for.,evaluation and application of the re~lts of 

research •. Whateve}:' :re~e~n;ch is done within the national . . . ' . . . 

. . p.l,an must be. carefully -evaluated and -it is even more 

impor.ta,nt that it should be applied.~ it- should be used, 

the results of such researy{l shoUld be tl.s.~d •. Now here we 

come up.against.a veJ:y great difficultv. especially because 

of the :conservatism· of the policy-makers and .administrators. 

, I.,hO)v~ ~no.wn an administ;rator who .. was so av.erse.- to research 

-1:~q:t;.he.wrote. on the confidential role of a teacher "this 

.wiJ:s _a.:-pr~nk .r~a~ly and was not foll.owing the rules• ... This 

·· ~ir:tci of ?PProacl;l on- i;he part. of the administrator of 

.. D.~t on~y .not encouraging b1-!t _positively discouraging new 

~nit:iatives. and·· experilj'lentati_pn: and :research· is a great . ' - . 

9iffi.c?l ty. and 

who_ is involved 

we havE? to get over it.. I hope, as one 
the 

wittv'Task ·. Forc;e of EducatioAal Administration 

,in the Education Commission,·that.our administrators in 

.. future INould .~e teachers j that we should have a. close 

J;elatioqship between. tea~her_s _and adm~nistrator.s • 

. Ed]..lcational adll)ini~tr~tor should be one who h~s ,been 

tE!aching, p.t qn,e period ~n ,life and V>{ho., -·if he. lfllishes to 

or ft ,is. co,nsicieJ;ed fl_esirab~.e in the ,.inter~ st ... of work, 

. ~h?,tlld ;go back to teac,hinq frequently. · This inter-::hange 

between the teacher and the ad,mi~i!?.t+:a,to:r.is.one thing 

which can improve the ,.state of .. aff.ai~s.. .As .far.,;as 

,educ?tional r~ search .. is concern.ed t.hi:s , .. is .. a. seri·ous . . . . . ' . - . . 

problem, the conservatism: o~ po.licy .. l'l]ake;vs,.:an.c;l administrators, 
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Which stands."ih the way 'of ·utilizing the ·results of 

researcl'L 

Then; ·.we must. take evrJry possible step to dissem'in.ate 

the resu.lts· of .research·. This .is a serious problem in 

research in this country, .. rlOf oril y in the field of edu caticn 

but even in science. We complain some time that some 

important resear~hes, are done in the. national laboratorie·s, 

.but 'they a~e not' disserriiriated ·enough, h"t even soine times 

'carried to people. who· 'could make. use of such. re~earches. 

Now we· have to take steps here to disseminate through 

publications; ·publications which· come into the hands of 

the.people who· could use such results> This again is 

somethl.ng in which the N .C.E·.R.T • coUld play ar important 

role in dissemfnating the results of iesearth. We should 
.. r. . . , . . . . 

work for a right' climate and better relation-ship between 
. ' 

peop1e in· ord:er to create a climate for the use of research·. 

Research sh~t,{id not be idke ·and remain apart from the world 

~f action .iri the field of education.- One thing which is 

ia.cking in our s'ociety is the appreciation. of new ideas. 

Even· iii· our newspapers· and media of :ffi·ass coriununication 

·.1-.eporting' is dotie of the statements of people in high 

·authority, political leaders, chief'- ministers and ministers. 

But their statements on education,. as thes·e are, do not 

. add. very mtlch'· to the siJin total ·Of human knowledge. We 

fre.qtiently hear that education is· . .very import.ant and this 
. ' 

is presented as head lines, so·and so says education is 

·something very important and variations of the same 

statement. Now, ·if·we ·are going to ask ,our press and the 

mass media of communication, except in,a few of these 

organs of public opinion "their reporters; writers do not 

themselves a~preciate or recognise new ideas.· So I 
' 

say th~t we should have some time a seminar of this kind,· 
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where we should bring the educationists -and the press 

together and study the role of j ournal_ism, _for instance, 

or of the press in promoting educational reconstruction 

and educational ideas ... And this is something which has 

to be done and its outcome clepends upon the kind and 

quality of people who are involved in the present day 

newspapers. 

Then, we must win public opinion in favour of the 

use of educational research. Education is something in 

which all are interested :therefore the. results of research 
be 

should/given in a simple language-and great research workers. 
always 

shOill~jproduce something which qould be very easily 

understood by pe.ople. This kind of presentation is very 
.-· . 

important in research.. We must no.t make a piece of research 

so unreadable that its communication is limited to a 

small body of educational pundits an~-nobody else understands 

Then it is of no use. The presentation of the results of 

research must be such that they contribute to the 

building up of public opinion about these thinqs and if 

we find public oDinion favouring something new, something 

new which has resu.lted from experimentation, from research, 

then this could be applied even 'by the present day 

administrator •. 

We should attach very great importance. here in the 

field of applieation of research to inservece education

inservice education of teachers and administrators also. 

Here we could try something by the method of correspondence 

courses, i.e •. the N.C.E.R •. T.. should }4roduce not only 
' 

teachers,. manuals, and all that there is necessary, but 

also some periodical literature presentina imoortant 

r~-sult~ of researches done, investigations carried out 

and these should be conveyed to teacJ:lers and administrators 
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If they are· well presented, perhaps the · 
.. . 

periodically. .. .• . ; 

teachers and administrators wi'ir·,iead these and. take· .. 
: :· . .:. ·.. 2 --:c ~. · . · ·.. . 1

.'.. •• • • • • • • 

ben~fii; from thi·s. ~So the i~servf.'ce education of-teachers 
. . .. : ·. ;"'\ . . . . 1 ~. . . • . . 

and p\lmi~f7.~rators. is essential to carry re?e.arch to people 

:.,l(llp·o wilL make use of it. · 
· ... .i ;'~ ~ 

. "'!. 

.A!'ld lastly' the follow up work of conference such as 
• • ' '- : • • I ~ 

. • , I 

-~his seminar and worksh~~s and the chain· reaction which 

coul<_i :tak,~ place from discu~sion of such 'bodies should be 
.. r 

organized b_ette~. We have m·any· seminars,. In fact India 

ll)uat be one of the leadino dountrie s in th!'! quant_ity of 
. . . ... 

. sern:i,nars, but we shouid a"iin at· better: quality by very 

thorough follow-up work~- This·follow-up work, ?gain; 

provide_s f'or development of new ways, new methpds . and 

new techniques. I am sure, for this particular seminar, 

E'du.catior1"'~ C~~is·sion and the N .C .E .R. T. will tal<t;) every ·. . . . .· .· . ·., 

possible step to ·do --some ·fpllow up. O:f cours~,. the. '· 
';... .\ . 

. · Educati~n · Commissio11, if. they put some of the recommendations 

ir/ their report~ •it will be a very big follow up for this 
., : . . 

Conf ertince. But 1;h"e, N .c .E .p..T. has a duty to see that the 

results 'arid t-he recommerydations are implemented and 

s~~ething is done about it • 
. . -·. ;. 

So·these, to·mymind,. seel!l to be the broad features 
. '! 

of" a 'national pla:n•·for educational research and I think 

we, all educationists, all those who are involved. in the 

teaching, research and administration should get down to 

develop such a plan. Now in the fourth. plan there will be 

a certain amount earmarked for a broad category of 

educational planning., research and administration. But 

it would be, I think upto the specialists, and this 

requires the follow up of a conference like this, to 

oet down to the details., to he.lp. ·in. the agencies who 
. . 

are responsible for the u~-grading of departments in 
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Universities, bette:f Ji:Jcraniiation of arrangements in the . -~4:' : !_· ... • ••• 

N.C.E.~~r··, ·of havin-9- :cleatina house faciliFes;, 

buildi~g-~up.,j::iubJic ,_op:!.n~ori, bett~r .:r:elatiofisi·whh the 
• •· • • • / .••• .... • t ~ .• 

pr.e.$.5 a~d~alLthese>thin9s; _if ·a1l.t'hese be thouaht out 
'• ., ,I • ~~~ ' • .•· 

. • _ . :; ~ ;. ;< : , >' , ,; ' .. •. I ·. . • • . - • ' I 

' :'in detail lt:-.:wa.uid be :feB :the ~dtidtiopal planne:;rs to . . : (, . '. ·. 

develop thi·s thin~. 
' ' 

It. ·is .. a field .which is;. fitii:ly limited, 
. ' . . -: ·.. ..._ . . 

d:t.:is a field in ·wh.ich at' present the people_who work ,irt 
• • f' 

-·it' .'k~~w- i'ach- .othen'. so the task· is 'fairly ea:sy if, su-fficient 
. ,•-. - -.... . .... . .. 

. • . : -.. -. .,; ) ·. :'~. - • . • . ; •. - . . " ~ • : : . :-~ -~ ·r "- .• .' 
leadership -~nqj_ .more;·than _that 1• a grg~t ·dE-al".Of ·i!1,terest 

1-- • •. • • :~_: • • 1"- . .! . - :-~:(; . J ... .. -· 

' is deve'ro·ped in thiS 'f:leJ,d ,of edll'cat,ional fesearch. '·' 
. . - _-:' . .' . '· . ' .. •, ~· . : -~ • ... - • ;, ·'-. . . . .. -.. . I 

That· is all; Mtk-Chaitinan, · wb,ich I had to say for . . .. . - ' . .., . . 
. . ·_ . ·. ':{>,... . '- . . · .• _;· -~ -~ . 

today and- I . .t.hank ·yo\.t-~11 for u·s-teQing ·to me wit~ so much 
• ! 

·: !(·I . ,, 
pati~nce·. , . , ... 
Thanks_.·. 

',':' .... 
. ; . ·. . ~ ; ; . '. .. ·. 

the. semina; ended ~lth ~~-' ~~t-~'' o}" ~:fi·~~k~-~-!f~~ Kir.p;i-?"'1"~::.-
'":J ·: .. <>~•- .· :_- .,.;.' {.,(: .~;. •.. f. .. . e, '{' e ~· ·- v ._!P ·.;'!i -1 . v-c -. .. ;r~- _. -\- , _ .. ; - : . . .. ·, • ..... · .: -- : 

m~mbcfs' of 'the equcatl.on GOmm~ss_ion ·ahd _the participants 

to_:_Jhe 'se·m-iriat ,p:ropos$d: by Dr .S.K·~Mi)t·;ra, who; ·in proposing 
:• . . ·. . ·-· . . .--· :, : 

- · the vote, ·exp:l;'essed hiS deep ap'oretlation-~i'the l)elp given 
' I, 

1 
, 01 '· ' 

·to him by the members ·of ·the Steering Co_mmittee, tllne office 

of the Education coci~i?Sipn, the Indian Council for' 
···. ~ . ·• 

Cl,lltural Rel~tions, .Ahd._!he members <>~ the''staff and 

office of the Depa:rtmeJ!i; 9£ ·Psych~lqp;ic~{-Foundations, 
Y' ,,.NCERT, and the_ pe-pa'xtn;,e(lt ·.~f Audi6Y~s~aliEducation,NCERT. 
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. PRor;RAMME 
Mornina se·ssion starts 
at 10.00 a.m. 

Registration 

Inau9uration .by. · 
Dr.B.S.Kothari · .. : .. 

. ' 

Afternoon session starts 
at 3.00 p.m. 

Discussion on the same 
topic continued. 

Chairman,Sh.J.P.Naik 

.. Disq.ts.?ipn .on. 'Education Reco~d.e~;s,. ·.Sh.B.Mehdi 
as a DisCipline Sh.M.V. Hangana 
Educational Development &. 
Educational Reiearch,. 
Inter-disciplinary approach 
to Educational Research' 

· (W~~king paper No.1) 

Led by Sh.J.P.Naik 

·chairman nr,K:G. Saiyidain 

,Recorders Sh, B.Mehdi 
Sh.M.V.Rangana 

Discussion on the same 
topic continued 

Discussion in the three 
groups continued. 

Chairman, Dr. S.K.Mitra 

Recorders. Dr.A.Sharma 
Sh.R.P. Singh 

Discussion in three 
groups 

1. Discussion on 'f"raining 
and facilities for 
research workers'. 
(Working paper No .,2) 

Led by Prof. S.B.Adaval 

Chairman .. Dr .N .P •. Pillai 

Recorders Dr •. A •. Sharma 
Sh.R.P.Singh 

2,· Discussion on '·Policy 
on Priorities in 
Educational Research' 
(Working paper No.3) 
Led by Dr 1 . S .N •. Mukerj i 
Chairman. Dr •. Madhuri Shah 

Recorders. Dr.Uma Sinha 
Mr .Jialasubramani'am 
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