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lntroduction
The Semlnar on Educatlonal Research met at

-:Azad Bhavan New Delhl on three days from February 14 to
;16 l966 Thls is not the flrst tlme that an all-Tndia
semlnar of research Uorkers in the fleld of education
Ahas been organlsed. A conference of research workers.

in educatlon \partlcularly of those who had recelved
grants 1n-a1d for research prOJects from the M1nlstry

of Education and the NCERT had met durlng the summer

'of l963 at Delhl. About three,years earller than that.
.there was another such meetlnq. The semlnar on qucatlonal
;Research which met in February 1966 1s, however,
131gn1f1cant because 1t was Sponsored by the Educatlon
Commlssron and the NCERT at a tlme wben the Pourth

Five Year plan was stlll belng flnallsed. "The Educatlon

Comm1551on partlcularly wanted from the seminar. ‘some

‘ dlrectlons for 1ts own thlnk;no‘on .the mytter of
educaticnal research and 1ts develdpment in India.
’-Apart from these consrderatlons about sponsorship and
t1m1nd of the sémlnar whlch made 1f 1mportant the
"dlscu351ons 1n the seminar ‘wete centred on four main -
”toplcs concernlng varlous aspects of educatlonal
research, whlch, perhaps set this semlnar apart from
"all prev1ous cOnferences that have been held on the
'subJect._ Though all the dlscus51ons could not be
ffécdrded;'anﬁatteﬁot was made to record as much as
-bossihle;-‘fhé‘feporfﬁis'belng }resen%ed in'the_hope
“£hat thosé wha dould rot attend thé seminar may |
share with us the same ideas. For those who participated
in the seminar, the report may help'then'fo*recollect
'some of thelr owh 1deae as well as'bf others and may

’perhaps stlmulate them to: thlnk more on the subJect.

Lo e
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Brief History° o B

The Secretary of theEducation Comm1551on,

Sh J P “Maik,.in 1965, “had: dbked Di.Shib K. Mltra,
1lHead of the Department of- Psychologlcal Foundatlons,
¢NIE,;t9'prepare a working paser: on' educational research
'Jfor USeAEY the Commission. Later, both Dr. Mitra and
2£he Secmetary,of the Education Commission felt that it
.'would be better to convene. an all-India seminar on
) educatlonal research,. whch'should be charged w1th the
flresoon51b111ty of formulatlng a national policy on the
; subJect. It was decldeduthat Df. Mitra will convene

" an ali-India seminer as ‘early as possible and the seminar
»iwill.beiepqngoreg Jointly by the Educafiqn Commission
iand'the,NCERT..-Accordingly a’Steering Committee was

‘. appointed ‘with. the Lfol‘l’()wi'ng; as méxﬁbeié?- .

- 1,-8h.J.P.Naik, Secretary,qucatlon Commission
2. Dr.K.G, Salyldaln Member " "

3. Prof P S. Naidu , Member, UGC Commlttee
4, ‘S AW C Deve Gowda,Dlrector DEPSE

5, Dr S.N.Mukerji, Head, Dept.of Educational
Admlnlstratlon NIE
6, Dr Shlb K. Mitra ( Convener)

The +‘z.rs’c meetlng of the Steerlng Commlttee was

;held o 9th December, 1965 ‘and’ the second on llth February,

| 1966 The entire programme for the seminar was chalked

.out ‘in the first meeting of the: Steerlng Committee.

”Letters were issued by the convener to 3 1arge number

“iof persons ~including Proféssors in dlsclpllnes other

:lthan education in the various’ 1nst1tutlons of higher

learnlnq and unlver51t1es,'1nv1t1ng papers from them

“on the following four topics, - as de01ded by the
S committee:- oo T el R s

LeiEducation a5 & Dlsc1p11ne Educatlonal
-Development and Educatlonal Research
including Inter-dlsc1p11nary apntroach;

2. Tralnlnq of research workers and-
facilities for thelr work-

ceeeee3



::3« Poligy-on Prlorltles 1n Edt.xcaﬂj::u;mal'i
Research* o R

- 'il“",;:{-.- ?" - ’ L ". T P

n,al4 Admlnlstratlon Flnance, Coordlnatlon and

. 7rf}- Dlssemlnatlon of research

. The semlnar met at. tHe ‘Azad Bhavan New'Deihl from

, "

February 14 to 16,.1966,: with 39 partrcrpants whose names

' appear in: Appendlx 1 and with- 34, observers whode names’

' appear in Appendlx 2. .-

Plan ofvthe Semifar

e The plan of -the $eminar was that after inauguxration

by Dr. D S Koethazxi, Chalrman of the Unlver51ty Grants

:Comm1s51on and Education’ Comm1551on the semlnar will

'=meet?in1a'general session to disCuss'the'broad'and

o

'of educatlonal development and the approach of 1nter-

general 1ssues in ‘éduéational research arlslnq out of

the nature of educatlon asa dlSClpllne, the problems

dlsc1pllnary research.. This general dlscus51on would

contlnue on the first daykln the afternoon as well as

\on the second day irthe: mornlng, allow1ng the groUp

"to express-its general ‘torcern and to. arr1Ve at a
COmmon frame of reférence for_more'speclflc discussion
in separate groqps.. Tﬁere‘were'threéﬁseparafe group. |
meetings’ 31multaneously from the afternoon of .the second
day to dlscuss tralnlnq of research workers and the
fa0111t1es requ1red by them, pollcy ‘on prlorltles in-
educatlonal research and admlnlstratlon flnance,
coordlnatlon of-. research and - dlssemlnatlon of research
flndlngs. Ihe dlscus31on in- separate groups startlng
from the hoon* of the second day’ wa's eXpected to go

on untll the afternoon of théethird day. The afternoon
on the third day was aqaln flxed for ‘a general se351on
to consider.the specific:. recommendatloﬁs of the three
groups;» There was worklng paper for’ each of the four

ropics. "The one for the general 59331on was prepared

-tgog-cog4
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b§‘fo‘A;”ﬁﬁgiﬁh'%ﬁpdghéadebio;eéaéehf'iIlness he coqid-
not be present to.initiate. the dlSCUSSlon. The Working
‘papers on -the -other three toplcs were by Dr S.B.Adaval
‘on Trarning,and Fa0111t1es for-research workere,
Dr. S.N. 'M&kerjiﬁdn‘béiicy.dﬁ“Pridrities‘in Educational
Pesearch and §h. A,C." Deve Gowda on Aemlnlstratlon,
Finance etc. The dlscu551on on each‘ef these topics
was initiated by the persbne“who wrote the Working Papers,
. except in thée case of:Dr. Mujib;“who.édﬁlé not be present,.
- and; in his place, at' the request of everybody,Sh.J.P.Naik
started the diSCussidn."There~wa§ia sebérafé”chairman
for each session starting with éhLP}N.Kiréé;;fﬁducation
" . Secrétdry to-the Goﬁernmeﬁi'éf Ihdie; Minieffy'of_Education;
.. -who presided ‘over the inadgural session in the morning
of the l4th February. ijK.G.Saiyidaiﬁ was invthe Chair |
win;the:deneralfsession-Whidh folldwed'immediately after

' .
the  inaugural functions on the -}4th February. For each

Pl
ot

"."session there were two recorderg.
. “An office was ‘set up*at't%e‘AzadeBheveh to meet
the requirements of the parﬁi?ipEnts; ‘An, exhibition

- of Dooks “was also arranged by the NCERT, |

- The “seminar was inaugurated by Dr.D.S. Kothari, .
- Chairman, ‘Education Commissioh and U.G.C., and the

. Valedictory address was given by Sh. Prem Kifpalh
Director, .NCERT, _The-programée'is'gieen'iﬁ Appendix 3.
- About 40 papers were reéeivea'froﬁ all-over. India.
. *The. papers which were finally distributed to all the
«part1c1pants in four sets, one set for each topic

appeariin,the list given in’ Appéndix 4,

‘Inaugural Session 0 T

"~ The semlnar was 1nauqurated at the audltorlum

“of the ‘AZad Bhavan at 11, oo ‘A, 6n the l4th February,l966

by Dr. D.S. Kotharl Chalrman U G.C. and Educatlon Commission

.‘.-1....5
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‘Sh P N. hlrpal Educatleﬁ Seefetary to the Covt. of
Indla pre51ded .over the functlon. Dr. Shlb K Mltra,
;Convener, 1n hls welcome address on behalf of the
Educatlon Comm1551on and the NCERT Sald that educatlonal
'research in thls country has a long nast bﬁ%fa very
brief history. Only after 1ndependence, some s;gnlflcant
developments in research have taken place.‘ Research is
hecessary in order to provide a solid base of stlence and
technology to our programmes in edUCatlon. *Our economy

is at a take-off point: At such a stace, research in

education'ia;;eCessity because it can play the historie

role of chartina the map for future progress. He reminded

the. delegates, that this Seminar has to formulate a

national policy in educational research, The recommendations

of the seminar will be considered by the Education Commission,
In introducing Dr. D.S. Kothari, Chairman Education

Commission and U.G.C., Sh, Prem Kirpal, said that it is

a very easy task, although a very pleasant one, to introduce

Dr. Kothari for the simple reason that Dr. Kothari needs

no introduction. ALl those who are working in the fieid

of research know him as the distinquished Chairman of

U.G.C. and as a great scientist. We are very proud of

his association with the National Council of Educational

Research and Training.' He said, it is a great honour

for the seminar éo be inaugurated by Dr. Kothari. He

observed that Dr. -Kothari is now heading the Education

Commission Wﬁich has been assigned the task of studying

the whole educational process from primary to university

level and to provide for a better orchestration of the

educational process. He further observed that in India

some people considered research as an isolated activity

conducted by some professors who then write monographs

c-o-,_-o-6
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thch ,are not read by anybody. He sald that we should

‘not look upon research as an 1solated act1v1ty but
<ot [
consrder 1t as suaaestlve of plan of actlon. He sa1d

RN

Dr. Kotharl is such a researcher. He hoped that

educatlonal research w1ll help 1mprove the quallty of

D) b

.d.

educatlon.
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Inaugural address by’ Dr D.S. Kotharl

R TR .'u“" - U -'.=.'."'"‘f Pt I - R

Dr. Kotharl 1n h1s 1nauoural speech sald that

" o ) i

"1t is a creat honour to part1c1pate 1n thls semlnar. He

*”

remarked that w1th the closest c00perat10n between the

i

- CoVernment U C. etc. 1t WOuld be posslble to attain_

the necessary soeed of 1morovement 1n our educatlon. He
i ﬁ N

observed that there are two very 31qn1tlcant events

¥

«happenlnq 1n educatlon in thls country a) recoonltlon
of a dlrect llnk between educatlon and product1v1ty, and

b) reallzatlon that research 1s necessary to 1mprove the

i

| process of educatlon. He remarked that the qulf between

the poor and the rlch can be brldqed by educatlon only.

In the anc1ent perlod or in the medleval perlod it
~ was not posslble to brldqe the gap between the poor and
the rlch Arlstotle could not thlnk of a soc1ety without

slaves but now due to the advancoment in 901ence and

T ‘-g.v,-, i R

technoloov, 1t is p0551ble to have a slaveless society
and to brldoe the gap. between the ooor and the rich. It

1s thls 1mportant llnk between educatlon and product1v1ty
that 1s'be1no recocnlsed. The relatlonshlp between

.—v~-

educatlon and productlthy 1s mutual each one interacts

oy k) . 1

'w1th the other;h Proqress in advanced countrles is due
) o
to thls close llnk In an aorarlan 5001ety, there is

nelther the need nor the reSources for unlversal ‘educations
But a technoloolcal soc1ety needs not only unlversal

educatlon but an 1mproved quallty of educatlon as well,

i
’

A few decades ago there was no educatlonal research

worth the name but now there 1s a orow1ng recoonltlon
gy '4, R PR

of the V1tal 1moortance ol research. Two thlnos are.

R . RN

necessary for qrowth in research (l) we much Temove

l

the barrlers between college educatlon and school

»'-J. / EAEEFSE N

educatlon. There must be a close llnk between those

[P . - N
Y ' LI S TN H .' LI M §
" '
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worklng at the unlverslty level and those working at the
school level, The proqramme of Summer Instltutes that

'has now started would move in the dlrectlon of breaking

these barrlers.

ro.
(R ]

-

(2) Anotherllmportant condltlon is an 1nter-
;drsclpllnary aoproach 1n educatlonal research. We need
.not only. professlonal educators but also sc1entlsts,
:2psycholoqlsts, etc., There 1s a p0551blllty that the
‘mechanlcs of learnlnq process may be studled by those who
_are well versed 1n electronics of'computers and psycholoay
iof learnlng, etc. - o

He further remarked that we must now make a

dlstlnctlon between conclu51ons whlch are based on dogma

RS .

.and conclu51ons based on research A scientist is

open-mlnded. He would commlt mlstakes, but the procedure

of sc1ence,Abe1ng open to emplrlcal verlflcatlon, is self—

“.correctlve.; It is this aporoach that educatlon must take
1n order to‘lmprove 1ts quallty.

Dr. Kothari then descrlbed two problems as examples

AuWthh may be attacked by research 1n the near future'
1) Problem of Selectlon. "He remarked that at

_ presentlthere is. no one ratlonal method of selection in
our unlver51t1es. Ashby p01nts out there is no rioht
way of selectlnq students for unlver51ty. In-a;certaln
socrofeConomrczstructure, rt'may be even vain to seek
it. But researChers must qetjlnto.this problem.
11) The second problem he referred to, was

. regardlng the duratlon of courses. ~There are some who

. feel that the school perlod should be extended from 10
to 12 years whlle others feel that such extension of the

duratlon only dllutes the content of education. He

. quoted Frltz McCullough of Prlnceton Unlversrty, who thinks



‘ S TH DA
‘that most..ef the.school chiddremwill: ileArmdn 10 years
-.of schooling: just about the, same what: they would otherwise
Aearn in’8 years. of sghooling, . =+ :".:'f*‘
Drh<qthg£i~thenfreferre&:%o,the?raté of growth in
- Tesearch in advance: countries.’ -In‘United States, he |
said that the number of scientists is doubling itself in.
. every ten to fifteen years. Obviously this:cannot continue
for a long time because:.this exponential rate‘wﬁuld»lead'

to even anlmals becomlng sclentlsts. There is a sort of

"saturatlon that 1s settlng ln. But for the developlng

countrles; the rate in thé near future, will have to be
.hlgh._\Chlnq has;shown that. it can-surpass this rate of.
., arowth in scienbepand,techmoiﬁgy.f The’ case -history of
Japan is very enlichteéning-din this respéct. Japan
-started:in a.very halﬁgheqrted;randomtway=in'fh@ field
_;gf}sgientific‘research in the-béqinniﬂq-ofvthe'century.
But fhen after a certaln take off p01nt .the orowth rate -
- in japan also became exponential,.;as-a consequence of
- which productivity went high. He. pointed out :two
- impoxrtant. conditions® for this growth iﬁsciéﬁcg’and
rp:oductiqityfiq Japan, - He' said oﬁe‘of the important
}cpnditipns for-a high ﬁroductivity was that the: school
education. in; Japan:was, made science-based. Secondly,
education was aiven. both! in Japanese-and: European
J;anguagésu[-The.edu@atiom;inﬁmbtherfioungﬁe bridged the
'gap between the worker and the-scientist.’ This-close link
_between the layman.and the scientist -is‘a wvery important'
cont§ipgﬁdry factor=in’the progress:of awébﬁntry;
,Asvagai@stﬁthe-illustnatiohfof'Japan:we‘ma? study
thé_g:owthﬁrapg:Qfgresearch~in:Ihdia; ‘He said -unfortunately
he did nat have empirical evidence-to ‘say anything about

the growth rate . in educatianal research, but :.as‘far as

- .on o
.......
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;research in~chémisfrjjis concerned, India's-rank has gone.
down iniiecent yeafs.v-He"hoped tha@.§£¥0r%s would be
ma&e to improve the- quality of'rate_of’edgcational reseaxrch.

After Dr. Kothari's inauquial'addrFSS Sh,J.P.Naik,
“Secretéry,QEduc@tigﬁéQommission;'pffe:ed-a vote  of thanks.
:Thisﬂwas_foliowed by g coffee-b;eak,_after'Which the
seminar‘aSS?mbeledaihzﬁhe main hall ?flthécAzgdthavan
. for the fi:st~generalﬁ$ession. , '

'EDUGATTON AS A DISCIPLINE,EDUCATIONAL

.. DEVELOPMENT & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH .

INTER-DISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO EDUCATIONAL

RESEARCH! B s .
. The first general session Was'heldTonﬁﬁhQ-l4th February
. at 12,00 nogn with;gr:wK\G.Saiyidaiﬁ‘inzthe’chair. In
" his opening remarks Dr: Saiyidain welcomed the idea of
holdiqg‘sqchﬂaJsem;ﬁa;3.as;[in=a sense, it seemed to
mark the birth of édueafionalzreseérch in this country.
- He .said that -the gulf between the school .and the college .
-,shopld;be.briqged in order to have effectiﬁe eduéational
development, For the development of resea;ch; p;rticuiariy,
if is nnecessary-to realise that teaching and research
_gﬁouldnnbi be separated;frqm eacb.dtherj-7Hea£hen called
upon Sh, JlP .Naik to initiate the discussion on the topic
in . place of Dri A MUJlb - who _could not. attend the

-seminar. on account of illness, -~

Sh: J.P. Naik raised several issues. The first
issge, he said, relaﬁed;tolfhe quantum .of educational
research_whichqtodéy was. very meagre. As an evidence
he pointed out.that the total number .of Ph.D.degrees in
Education awarded between 1937 -and 1961 were only 88;
thé'averageﬁpér year even today being ﬁot ﬁore than 10.
A curious thing about educdtional research.in India, he

. said, was the fact that much of this research was

.o--ao.ll
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conducted 1n England. ‘Lamenting the poor state of
fdevelopment of educatlonal research in the country, he
_ further p01nted out that edUCatlonal research journals®
‘were consplcuous by their absence which also ‘indicated
the paucity'of educational'research material worthy of
'.publication:: The bureaucratlc attltude of people in
~authority had also to do somethlng w1th the ‘present state
of affa1rs.~-

. VThe second isSUe related to the quality of research
done in the country which, he said; was extremely poor.
ManY'researchers thouoht that their theses marked the
end of their workzrather.than a‘begihning. Pointing to
‘another drawback he said fhat there was concentration of
‘ research 1n the field of mental testlng;’other 1mportant
’ flelds were entlrely neglected Further, there was a great

deal of unreality in the selectlon of research problems.

' Much of the research was a repllcatlon of what had been

done elsewherei ‘Thls he.sald micht be due to the absence
of some sort 6f clearing house arrangement at the central
levei,' :

The third issue he said related to the use of
research. It isra well known fact that hardly .any use
‘of research flndlnos is belnq made today in our country.
The finds are-mostly_conflned to the four walls of .
theﬂiibraries. This makes our'research‘activity an
a;méﬂéif a%fair. Other issués, to which Shri Naik.
referred reiated to (1) facilities for rraining'research
workeBs, (2) appllcatlon of inter- dlsc1p11nary approach
to educatlonal research {3 unhelpful attitude on the
part of the-admlnlstrators, and {4) budget for educational
'research About the last 1tem he p01nted out that we

were not spendlng even 1% of our total budaet on educational

...-..'..12
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research., He triedirc underscore the point that very
often in the field of educatlon, dec1slons were undertaken
on an ad hoc ba51s rather than by resortlno to researchu |
.Perhaps the feeling was that the answers were already known,
Miss Panandikar, Memeer, Educafion-Commission in \
~ her speech drew a line between educatlon as a social
. science and education as a prore551on. _Theptwo, the
said, were not synonymous.; For educatlon as a social
science to develop, it must draw upon various dlsélpllnes
like soc1oloqy, psychology, etc. She stressed that we
must give up our close door pollCY of confining ourselves
within thé so-called domarn of educatlon. There were two
- ways to realise this. obJectlve (l) by brrnéing 1n{o the
field of education people from other d}scrpl;nes who
-would be interested in educetion and aivrng them {ﬁerough
- grounding in the. foundations'of educatioﬁ;:and 125 by
- énfichihg the eXperlences of teachers themselves by
taking them béyond the conflnes of teachlng alone -and
giving them some tralnlnc in the SOClal 501ences important
for education. | ;
AL thls stage Sh. P.N.Kirpal sounded a note of
' cautlon. _He p01nted out that by calllnq educatlon as ~
a-dis¢ipline’of the social sc1ences we were in fact
© limiting its scope. . Education, he sald cdnsituted a
| much broader study and 1ncluded w1th1n 1ts realm the
-arts and humanitics as. well Referrlnq to the problem
of educatlonal change 'as a consequence of research
Sh Klrpal pornted out that we were far away from the
position where researcb 1nstead of the platltudes
/expressed by people in authorlty, coverned the dlrectlon

..f.‘

of .change. He stressed the need for bu1ld1ng up a cllmate

»

in Whlch such a srtuatlon Could no loncer contlnue to

. i i
S« Wy ey .
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prevail, :suchfa-):iiméte' 'he.f"séicit could bé built up, if
{experlmentatlon was encouraqed at “all- leVels, partlcularly
:;at the school 1evel TheiNCERT has started doing SOmething
in thls dlrectlon.A . :1 : inl'} ,

Sh. Am1nash111ngam Chettlar drew the attention of the
group: to dome of the fundamental problems of educational
research whlchche sald were Decullar to our country and
Wthh should be taken up as. early as p0591ble. Among
;:these were problems of qrowth and development of the child,
whlch he Sald were so much dlfferent from the arOWth
_problemspreualllngln the West. There. were other problems
of national | 1mportance Like, the: learnlno of languages
: by the chlldren effect of clnema.on the attltudes of
chlldren vrs ~a=yig’ the 1n£luences that were brought to
'bear upon. them thIOUqh educatlon.‘ He felt that 1n order
to give research a’ more reallstlc dlrectlon 1t was
=’necessary that research ‘and- teachlng should go hand in
hand.. Further, it WOuld be advantaqeous 1f research

cehtres could be attached to teachers‘ tralnlng colleges.
Commentlng upoen” the rolée of NCERT. 1n the expansion of
research act1v1t1es he sa;d 1t had to play v1tal Trole
Jin thls connectlon.a It“would be hetter if it invited
reéearch-prooosals'dlrect‘from;the universities instead
of’ requrrlng them to route those through the State

- Governments. The NCERT, he_sald ‘should also encourage
.ipubliCation of research‘journals in theLcountry even if-
it meant providtnofscme financial assistance to the
Hagen01es publlshlng these Journals. He also suggested
: that the NCERT mlqht thlnk of Openlng a few fundamental
research oentres 1n the country. ST

In the afternoon the semrnar met aqaln 1n a

‘general session with Sh. J P.Naik in the chalr.- The

otcoo‘u.‘l4'



discussion centredwarouné the following-pointsi—“.
- (l)‘How to bu1ld up educatlon as-a dlSClpllne. '

| (2) What aspects or phases of educatlon really
concerned the research workers at the present
stage and 1n the oresent context

(3) What about the. phllosophlcal aspect of inquiry
as contrasted with research of a purely empirical
nature ,

(4) To what extent the dlstlnctlon between pedagogy

and education as a science could be maintained
and to what effect. ‘

(5)-The problem of content and method of education
-~ rand the relationship between’ the two.

(6) Educational research ‘in the- ‘ctontext of social
plannlnc and 1ndustr1al development.

(7 The need for acquainting people .of other

- disciplines with fundamentals. of education for
brtter utilization of their services.

(8) Educational research and sotial change. j

(9) Need for evolving better communication media

for disemmination of research 1nformat10n to
consumers of reseaxrch.

j10) Admlnlstratlve bottlenecks in the develooment
of . research,.

(11) Academic freedom and educational research._
(12) Provision of library facilities and other

. Necessary equipments of research in the
~ institutions undertaking research work.

Inithe mornlng of 15th February, 1966 the qeneral
se551on contlnued with Dr. Shlb K. Mltra in the chair.
At the outset the Chairman referred to two main
issues ‘which he thought:imbortant for.fresh discussion:
(1) how to give effect to the intersdisciplinary approach
in educational research; and (2) do we really need to
' separate educatlonal Tesearch from teacher-tralnlna?
Following the Chairman's remarks; Prof,Kamath attemptee
to highlioht certain aspects of research'Which he said

mlqht enaage the attention of research workers in the
fleld - The first, he-said, Telated to the techniques of

‘--...-..15
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1mpart1ng knowledce of varlous d1501p11nes to theé child,
A second one related to education in the soc1a1 set-up,
Educatlonal research should be - concerned w1th both,
Outllnlno the reasons of what he sald as the ineffectiveness
. of educatlonal research in the country, he Rointed out that
one oF the reasons was the feeling of dlffldence among
educatlonal research- WOrkers themselves about what they
:were do}ng. This," he sald, should not be there.-'The other.
reasons were lack of, adeouate training on %hé part of
5'research workers and the faulty orqanlsatlonal set-up in
which researnh,was belnq'conducted He suooested that there
was need‘to'strenothen research act1v1ty at -the state level
by 1nst1tut1ng state- agenc1es for coordlnatlon of research,-
The teacher- tralnlng colléges and State Institutes of
Educatlon should try to define their respectlve roles and
areas of work so far as research’ was concerned.. He also
con51dered 1t necessary that the prlorltles sh&uld be
flxed in accordance with natlonal needs. . Problemé like
;_sragnatlon and wastage at the orlmary level andrlearning
. of three lanQUages perhaps needeslnore-immediate attention,
In order toeimprove.tne"status.of eaucational resgarch
in the country, he further felt that suitable méans must
be found out to disseminate research 1nformat10n among the
consumers of research and in this connection the administrative
bottlenecks must be remoVed For example, Directors of
State Instltutes of qucatlon should be glven more freedom
in matters concernlnq publlcatlon of research reports.-
He also relterated the need for a researchljournal.

Certain other:observations made by‘other sbeakers
of the morning session were as folldJS'

{1) In order to glve effect to 1nter-d1501pllnary
approach educational forums may-be organised
. where people from other disciplines could be
-invited to present their points of view and get
better acquaintance with educational problems. -

® 8 8® s 0 1116
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(2) Research problems which are more .pertinent from
the point of view of immediate application should
be taken up flrst. _

(3) Teachers should be made more responsive to
résearch activities carried on in schools. This
will result in- better utilisation of research,

{4)*There should be more flekibility in rules
relating to cualifications of research workers,

(5) The NCERT should open its branches in different
zones. of the country so that research work may
progress more speedlly.

{6) Courses at the M.Ed level should give greater
emphasis on research,

{7) There should be institutes of research attached
to Universities where people from other dlsc1p11nes
may work on problems of education.

(8) We must evolve a strategy of imolementation of
'~ educational research so that polltlcal
considerations do not always come in the way of
“using ‘research.

Separate group meetingsg

Threé groups were constituted to discuss the three
topics; (1} Training and facilities for research workers:
(2) ‘Policy on priorities in E lucational Research;»énd
(3) Administration, Finénce; Cooxrdination of reéearch.
The first sessionkof the three oroups was held before
lunch on the 15th Pébruary. There were twd-sessions
after that for each group; one in the afternoon of the

15th and the other on the morning of the I6th.

TRAINING & FACILITIES OF RESEARCH
WORKERS

Df..S.B. Adaval initiated the discussion with
Dr.N.P.Pillai in the chair. Dr. Adaval led the discussion
by inviting attention of the aroup to important reasons
..for the unimpressive progress in éducational research
in “India namely: -

(a) the lack of appreciation.of the crucial role of .
research. in the advancement of eduéational oractice,

(b) little understanding of the fact that'good quaiity

-l‘.llll7
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*research;depénds upon the'‘quality of researchers, their
competencé;'traioing and facilities -for work, (c) the
‘frésearch'orientation and training‘pfovided.at the M.Ed -
level has proved to be highly inadéquate for further
research work. | |
' Por'improving the situation he suggested that (1)
the M.Ed course bé of two,féars duration in which the
second year should bé-entirely‘dévotedziouthe cqmoletion
of a dissértatioh under efficient supervision;(z) the
M;Eds‘r who have passed the examin;tion with credit
. shiould be encouriaged to undertake doctoral - research by
prov1d1ng larger numben of scholarshlps and fellowshlps
- and “relaxing 1mpedlng conditions l;ke re51dono;?l requirements,
- (3) fhe*PhQDs?win_éducation be encouraged for undértaking
postdéoctoral research by‘providinq-partial relief from
teaching load when employed (4) dlploma courses in
.Research Methodoloqy, llke that of the NCERT, be instituted,
~-which will turn out specialists eompetent to advise, guide
- and ‘conduct research (5) the;University Depar%ments should
'have an extension service for providing training for
teacher-cum-reésearchers within their jurisdiction;
(6) iostitutions like the NIE should continue to provide
intenSiVevtrainiﬁq in research methodology ,should coordinate'
“and integraté:efforts'Of'the universities and should stimulate
'researcﬁ by publishing list of .problems which have been
tackled and which need studying from time to time;(?)adequate
- financial assistance be provided to publish good research
work i { 8) methods of screening of candidates for training
at all levels -posttgtaduate etc. should be improved; (9)a
good.backgroupd;in‘edUCation, psychology, statistics and
related social sciences:mist be considered essential for

educational research and finally :  (10)the training

...‘I..lB
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‘programmes should be broad based and should be  conducted

in close relafionehip with other social sciences..
Dr.V.Rukma Raoc mainly dealt with the (1) levels of
educatlonal research (2) the needs of research workers

'(3) the typesvof training programmes ‘and (4) the areassdf

‘study for research workers,

" He posed the question, Is educational research just
‘one uniform operation or does it consist of various levels

of ° operatlon? He identified three levels in ‘educational

Qresearch first level consisted of small research projects

~execution and reporting.

planned executed and renorted by single individuals.. The
Secchd level con51sted of larger research prOJects planned,
executed and reported by single individuals, but the latter
engage a number of assistanta -rtesting,“research,statistical
etc. The'third\leVel pertains to large research projects
planned,‘executed and:reported by a group of individuals.,

" “The needs of research workers for the three levels.

.will be naturally different. The first level workers -

need to know'somethinq of every aspect of research work

and must possess 1n1t1at1ve interest, sense of responsibilit:

‘and the ability to onlan a project. The'second level

workers need the same qualities in increasing deérees, bﬁt
the assistants need special skills or competencies in
entrusted aspects of work. The third level warkers in
addition to the above qualities need the ablllty for
democratic: plannlno

The research programmes-fer the three levels should
cover all aspects of research methodology - planning,
But for teacher-researchers who
can devote only a part of thelr tlme, short courses
(2 weeks to 3. months) dealing with fundamentals of classroom

research should be organised,

_'"lc-Olg
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Dr, Rao also 1nv1ted attention o the well known
prlnc1ple of economlcs, that of:supply and demand, so that
only effectlve and useful programmes.be drawn up.
e Dr. K G. Desai empha51sed the need ‘of a larqer number

of research WOrkers, for research isi-a means of solv1ng

problems throuqh unbiased: loglcal thinking. " Besides the

research organisationsy he expected every ¢lassroom teacher -

to employ the technigue of action research to-solve his

aclassropm problems. He,fherefore, remarked-fhat'the

-spirit of research be infused into all who entered the

‘educational ; 1e1d._ He sucgested that (1) at the B.Ed

level each student should get an idea of: research methods

: tthQgh practical work onvsmall projectsllike survey of

assembly programmes pf schpols,: investigation into the sex
differences in'achievementQin'SChool‘sﬁbjeC£s'etc;“ The
data collected by 1nd1v1duals may be pooled together and
processed by the group. . (2) At the. M.Ed level the

_supervisor himself should take up ‘a bigger reseéarch

project and_aseign work to studentsvin thatuproject
instead or quiding each of them on different ‘topics. Also
research colloqu;um should be held regularly to discuss
the desrgn of progects .and to obtain views and- comments.

(3) The dlploma in research methodology” should be more

.rloorous and should include - (a) theory of research methods, .

(b) statlstlcal techniques (c) practical experience through
1nd1v1dual projects (d) part1c1patlon in'research colloqu1a
(e) knowledge of contemporary research 1n the country

and abroad through reqular readlno of research Journals. .
(4) Lastly, to attract bést.talent and well qualified

persons to the re'search field,proper incentives and

climate be provided.

.-l.l.l ¢ .20
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Dr. Salamat Ullah said that the status of teaching
profession. in the heiraxrchy of professions ‘like engineering,
_medicine and law was perhaps the lowest, both financially
" and socially, and it;Was,~therefofe,”quite natural that the
eddcatibnal profession .attracted relatively a small number
of bright stﬁéents. The B.Ed clientele consists of a large
'propoftibn“offthira;class,.tﬁét too of Arts only. Since
'BJEd s an essential qualification for admission to M.Ed,,
‘M.Ed. course cannot be ekpected to be any better. This,
:ihﬁturn;'édversely,affegts theé quality of research work
in'education. “More than this the M.Ed degree ‘is hardly
'congideréd'as*réquired qualification for any job in the
cBﬂﬁtry.; It is at.best a desirable one, Even:in training
.coiiégeslsometimes‘double'MsAiSare_prefeired to M.A:,
M.Eds'., And lastly the admission procedures, “teaching .
" methods:and evaluation techniques were;in some™ way affeeting
tﬁe pro&Uct of post-graduate students:

He suggested that (1) M.Ed.courses should offer two
~'should be -clear about objectives of,produciné specialists
‘for various positions in the field. -(2) There should be a
provision for the study of Education as an aEédemic
discip;ine, for which a two-fear post graduate course in
Education as distinct from professional courses-like the
'B.Ed and M.Ed,.should be instituted. It may be termed
as M.AJ(Education) to difFeientiafe~it-frbm M.Ed. The
course ‘should adopt an-iﬁter-disciplinary anproach and
may -therefore be tried in such Universities which have

a strong‘fééulty in Social Sciences and Education.  (3) It
should be regarded as a professional obligation of all
staff members at the M.Ed. level to do some research

themselves. Such members should be provided ne cessary

. » l'. |21
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. fa01lit1es and, -should:not.be required to-superv1se practice

teaching iii.hf;;,qi

e Dr. Pillai highlighted the.-importante and development

of scientlfic .attitude and self~study as part of education

_‘gtrallﬂlevele”ea:ﬁlggigily a¢~higher:secondary and college.

The children can be trained to differentiate between fecfs

: end?opinipps)enqﬁenggﬁtitPQe-of mind which is favourable

to ¢iﬁd out truth.. The use of dictlonary, therUse of

contents and the 1ndex for locatlnq infermativh can be

,:

_ye:yegeeful,_HTheGiproblem' oT prpjept'tmethod in the

.;teaehipgfleerning process can. be a-better-way to provide

.b?5§§ training. At a later:stage trainingito understand

the language of rgsearch could be provided to expose
Jhe, ; : !

_ students to edited sourcewmaterial.,

Prof..P.K Roy remarked that perhaps one of the reasons

. for. little research worth the name:dn education was die to

_the. fact that edupatioqal neseengher§Aundertook”research

at a yery(ietefége @£L§Q535thhile_thevlifeesketches of
scientists.indicated thai-ihe latteruhéd made the most

valuable contributions,.in thelr fiefids by:the’ time they

_were 35 years. Iberefore ‘the educational researchers

be caught ygung-and'irained'for the fiéld,. Why was it not

_ possible-to'orient M.A.'s from other disciplines towards

educatlon and allow.them to go ahead with researches in
Educat10n9 A _formal. tralning ip: research methodoloay
shoulﬁ not kg compulsory for every body and- it ‘should be
given only if .one has that bent of mind.:

Dr. A. Sharma pointed out that the model of physics,
chemistry or other disciplines may hot be appiicaBle to
Education, as it depended. on-many: dlsc1p11n's. In

_engineering, medicine, or.such -other fields, -the Iesearches

have notﬂbeen?dgne,duringzthe,early stages by doctors or

ees i e eneee22



e 22 2-
engineers. However Blologlsts, Chemlsts, Phy51clsts who
played a role in thelr flelds might have done something
which affected englneerlng, medlclne»etc.‘ Something is
p0551b1e 1n Educatlon, lf other d1501p11nes cdntribute on

- L

thelr ownJ w1thout flrst speclallslng 1n the art of
Vtearhehg. ' .'; _ .
" Dr. P. Phatak ‘and Dr. Indu Dave pointed out ‘that the
obgectlves of B. Ed and L Ed are dlfferent ‘the former
. lays empha91son tralnlng and the latter on- specialisation.
- Shri H, Datra was of the view. that training in
educatlonalresearch should not be compulsory for all and a
rstudent may not be allowed.re take up dlssertatlon if he
_had'not obtaine'd 55% marks in the prev;ous papers. He
.lsaid further'thet in foréign countries like, for example
in Russia curriéulum'is prepared by experts from other
hdiseiplines; Eﬁf.in our country it is eﬁbeeted of the
eaucafibnistﬂ"ieachers and related workers, Perhaps we
want mere and more qenerallsatlon so that one should
know more functlons which is against the trend -of
‘xspecialisation in other fields. We have to prodbce
;aspec1allsts as'lin medlclne llke chest, bone, brain- and
\.not qeneral nedlcal practltloners only.
| . -« Dr’. Paréek raised the question of whether the training
shouldfbeiintehSiVehor extehsive? .

Sh. Datta pointed out that 1) in other subjects lile
Physics and Chemlstry no formal tralnlno was provided for
research in thelr flelds, and 2) persons from other’
-dlsClpllnes were not at all 1nterested in tho educational
dlsclpllne.,'” '

’ Dr. Plllal p01nted out that we have to make an

1nter-dlsc1pllnary apnroach. The area of eduoatlonal

research belng w1der we w1ll have to involve others.

0.‘1-.'.¢23
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- S Sh L D. Gupta ralsed questlons about the method of
:stralnlng. R N ’ :
. Dr.Phatak sugcested that the method of testing by »
l'longltudlnal methods provlded a very good tralnlng for
research workers,.a_student is asked to study the
'biblrogréphy,_get'fhe'arficles{‘éomoere the materials and
'comeffo bohc;ﬁsiohs. | .

,bf.;sﬁafma told the group ‘about tﬁe ﬁethpd followed
E in the Researqh'MethodoloQV‘Course'where-oersons from
' offféreht disoipiiﬁes were'edmitted and that far a research
project'rhereﬁwere seVerel'ggides enq_opt‘one guide for
a etddentj' :ﬁé desigps‘Were:presénﬁéd'to a group consisting
,of the whole etaff and studenﬁe‘who'offéred critical

.

comments. _

-

The group recommended'that the research workers
:PEQerQ certa}n qualltles llke sclenrgflc attitude and
sélf-study habits wh‘i'ch shiould be -de"vbloped as a part ‘of
general éducation at the secondary and’college levelss
Special attentlon should be glven at the BiEd level to
develop rlght attltude to research. More, specifically the
recommehdafioos'of‘the groop @iﬁﬁ?;éggr& to training and
facilities for research workers'were as. follows'

(l, An attempt should be made in the B, Ed course to

acquaint the students with educational research

. so that as teachers they may be able to undertake

" and understand .research for the improvement of

_ class-room practices. It may not be necessary
to have-a separate course work -in the B,Ed.
programme in order to give the. appropriate
learnlng experiences to the trainees.

- (2) TIt-should be realised that the M.Ed.programme
* is not a mere continuatiom of the B.Ed course at
the post-graduate level and, therefore, at the
- Master's level,; Research Methodology should be
+ @' .compulsory papezr’ alongwrth the M.Ed,dissertation.
-~ This paper on Reséarch Methodology, instead
o0 ef trylng to give a little bit of all research
- . methods, should -give a more intensive experience
to the tralnees of educatlonal research.

.Il.....‘24
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(3) In order to improve the guality. of training

in Research Methodology as well\gﬁ;ipjghe
Guidance of M.A dissertation,:the tesearch
guides on the teachinc staff should undertake

. research_projectsuthemselVes'aﬁdfencourage the

students to take up research problems for their

. -dissertation-in the field in which the guide

(4)

(5}

n

(6)

is himself or herself engaged in doing research.

For:éuéopié of an inter-disciplinary nature, a

.committee of supervisors should be:formed, The

supervisors being drawn from the disciplines
concerned with the.problem under investigation. -

:One.of the requirements for Ph:B. in education

should be an advanced course in Research Methodology

biﬁloma course ianesea:ch Methodology may be

instituted in ‘the universities on the pattern of

the course currently offered by the NCERT.

PH,D.programmé'in education may be made open to

- students with.post-graduate qualifications in

fields other than education. In admittino such

. students care should be taken to see that theilr

postwgraduate qualification is relevant for the
problem of research in education fér which a
candidate wants to register as a Ph.D student,

As such students will lack understanding and
knowledge of the theory and practice of education,

- they should be guided-through a planned prooramme

of studies in education to make up the deficiency.

. Such a programre of -studies should be a compulsory

(e

(9

{10y

part of the Ph.D.programme of such students.

In-servicetraining in Research Methodology may

be- organised periodically for the members of the
staff of training colleges and departments of .
education to improve their professional 'competence.

A-research library with a goed collection of

journals and books and a qualified staff to manage
the library should be set up in every research
centre, R

i

Research colloquia and seminars should be a regular
fgature of post-graduate courses, | :

(Ll)_cbmpuiational'and data-processing facilities

(12)

should be availablg to students in every research

. centre. - ;

Incentives by way of scholarships; stivemds and

... f€llowshiips should be offered in oxder to attract

.talented persons.to ‘the ficld of educational
.. resgarch.: e

{13)’

(14)

h

: both the

. In afcbllege where both*B;Ed-and MsEdéicourses

are .offered but the staff members are common to
courses ‘the research supervisors should

_ f;ee from-supenulsiopvof practice teaching.

In thé Departments of Education and trainin

colleges there should be a separate budget head

for research so that grants are available to
staff members to undettake researchs

be: ‘made

.'....-._.-'-(25
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POLICY ON PRIORITIES IN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

A,".. S .Q H
DAt [SEN .3

The group on prlorltles ln educatronal research met

Jw1th Dr.,Madhurl Shah 1n the chalr. . The dlscuss;on was
led by Dr. S N Mukerjl. After due dellberatlons the
_group. recommended the follow1ng - _ 7

_.' The problems that have arisen as a, result of
educat10na1 development durlng the last two decades are

| numerous and they all need to be 1nvestlgated 1nto. But

-

our resources of manpower and flnance are extremely llmlted
and,,as such all-can not~p0551bly be glven immgdiate
attentlon. It w111 be de31raple to.concentrate mainly on

2 llmlted number of problems, but comprehensrve and well-

B

1ntegrated 1n nature Executlon of a random assortment of

research progects is. not llkely to yreld much desirable

.q - r.'-,.. -\_r

results. The. problems undertaken for research should be
Wlth reference to a larqe context and 1nraccordance with a

arefully con51dered plan.o_Ihe research programme should

further be such that 1t breaks the ex1st1ng re51stance to it.

'-"! r']' EIESR S

. lt was 1n thls context that the .group dlscussed the

questlon under three maln heads' B

T

1. Crlterla for flxlng prlorltles..

“ S

:42 The problems or areas that should recelve
v prioritys”

SR Aqencles for determlnlng prlorltles.
While layeng down ‘the 1mportant crlterla for fixing
. priorities, Jthe.gfoup- vids cléar- o’ “the 501nt that they are
‘not’ of fixed 1mportance for all times to come, but that
" they are’ changeable; dependlnq upon the c1rcumstances
" and’ stace “of - educatlonal developmenta —They thus need
'"réthlnklng and‘reformulatlon from tihe to time.x”
The group felt that ‘the prlncrples for laylnn down
;ﬁpriorities?forwthewnext-fewtyears:sheuldmbe as follows:=
(1)The educational prasi%ﬁngBi%h”Hsve“atho§% national,.

- adsa l.l.—l26
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- soc1al and economlc 1mportance. (2) Problems for whlch

"we have the manpower fa0111t1es and flnance avallable. At

R

”the same tlme efforts have to be made to traln personnel

j'whereever not avallable. (3) Contlnued appralsal of

."1mpllcatlons.

f

1mp1ementatlon and evaluatlon of educatlonal plsns. :
(4) Contlnuatlon and expan51on of ex1st1ng research programmes
and adaptlng after careful appralsal 1deas and experlments

carrled out in other oountrles. (5) Progects which are

;comprehen51ve and well—lnteqrated and have practlcal

-

The followrng broad areas of research are suggestive

.only and bave not been arranged 1n order of prlorlty. The

areas for research sugoésted arTe as folloWS'

(l) Wastaqe in educatlon°'Wastage of human resources.

(puplls and teachers) and of economlc resource3° problems

£y

of exceptlonal chlldren; of under—achlevers, of first

,generatlon learners, stagnatlon drop outs etc.

i-. y
(2) Improvement of learnlno and 1ts aggllcatlonS'

including currlcular and other types of learning situations;

evaluatlon ba51c tools technlques etc.

-

(3) Development of varlous asDects of pupils: cognitive,

affective, motlvatlonal, values -And att1tudes with a view

_toipromoting his - adjustment and-fa6111tat1ng their

application to real life situations.

(4) Relatlnq education to national needs:"making the

~child a good citizen, a good worker and .a good member of

[

through actual tryouts,: .

a family; relating education o employment.

(5) Resistanoe'to.ehanqe:-offthe community to new

1deas. in order to ensure better: response-to &xperimentation

and research’s = .

(6) EVUlVinqwor“adaptinq~newzedueational'bractices

Y
DR
o
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(7) Raising Teachers' imorale and inter-personnel

Wréiatidhshi”fatfdifféienﬁTlevels;=.betweeh'téathersL

‘administrators, .and community.

i
g

- (B) Selection, recruitment, retention and inservice

education of teachers

(9) Curriculum studies with special reference to work

‘Load at-different levels. ..

R (10T"Stqupt”éérvices:-’their*plannihg and execution -

sswith: a view ko make them more.éffective e.g. mid-day meals,
:?scholar@hips;reﬁidential“facilities,;day centres etc.

~"2(ll)‘EV§luation"of educational administration planning

% and finance - the role, functions .and:distribution of

-.résponsibi¥ities of differernt agencies, unit cost of

, differeht types of inéfitutidnS? laying down norms for
u'finahcingIeducéiiﬁn.e%c; S '
-“The QIOUp'feitithét-a-centfai‘agenchmay be set up
.rﬁor.pianning;'fixing_priorities,.finaﬁcing5»cbordinating
. and execﬁ%ibﬁ of the résearch"prbdrémmés;7'it should consist
A‘of respresentatives of the Ministry of Education, NCERT,
State Covts., U.G.C., Plannlng Commission; Univexsities,
Local Authorltles nnd.selected profe551onal orqanlsatlons.
Attempts should also be made ‘to set up a similar

agency in each of the states.

- ‘-

P ADMINISTRATION FINANCE, COORDINATION -

‘ OF RESEARCH AND DISSEMINATION OF
RESEARCE FINDINGS . .

The-group‘oﬁiﬁdmihistrétion,7finance’and~&oordination

' of rescarch and diéseminatiéﬁ of findings met with

* Hp.' prem-Nath in'thé chair, The discussion was led by

*Sh.ALC.Déve ‘Gowda

‘The" Chéirman 'set the tone of the discd%sibné.by

'1descr1b1ng educatlonal ‘research’ as an endeaviur: needing-

TR a-g28.‘
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cooperatlon ef many people. Thls requ1res communlcatlon

and coordlnatlon at several levels. . He stressed the

_‘need to dlstlndulsh between fundamental and practlcal

'research on : the one hand and -on what passes as.. research

but is tr1v1al, on the other.

[ Joe'y P T [ A

i .-a.-..‘
S

i

Sh Deve Fowda 1n1t1ated the dlscussron by q1v1ng a
‘gist of his working paper. He ﬁ;rstedescr;bed-some salint
:,features ef the prgsent position with regard te.financing,
admlnlstratlon coordinatien and'dissemination 6f ‘research.

He then posed the follow1ng problems- (L) long delays in

A e

_of flex1b111ty 1n allocation and utlllsatlon of funds,‘
‘(111) lack of fac111t1es for the research workersto get
funds dlrectly from the source, (iv) despite the NCERT,
ilnadequate coordlnatlon of research'on an all-India leveL
(Y) lack of 1nterest 1n research op the part of Educatlonal
_.Assoc1at1ens, (v1) Jack of journals, -(vii) many research
: reports because of their,format, cannot be readily published,
(v111) most of . the reports;are_vagpe and unspecified about-
Lthe llne of action rpr.the’implementation 0% thelr findings,
(1x) lack of machinexy for implementation of research
fihdings. - |
Shri Deve Gowda then. suggested the following: (l)Larger'
allocation of funds fdr research (11)lump sum grants to
unlversltles “and more freedom to them for research actrtltles,
__(111) more facrlltles at teachers? colleges to enable them
to take up research (1v) ~agencies at Central and State
levels for flnanc1nc and supervising research (v) freedom
from some of the flnanc1al formalltles, (v1) An all-Indla
abstract’ of educational research; (vll) reportlng of

research flndlnos in a spec1f1c proforma; (v111) findings

to be forwarded to appropriate agenc1es for 1mplementatlon,

seseseel9
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(ix) translation of résearch - repo*ts Tt reglonal
- languages, (Extension Centres and the proposed Fleld Units
- of ~the NCERT : amay ‘take up this work): (x) careful checklng :
. of ‘projects before approval thorough superv151on and
‘serious attention to flndlngs (xl) annual conferences of
research workers. ‘ ' '
‘Several points were made during the dlScu;sion that
followed the workrng paper, The follow1ng presents a

summary under approprlate headlngs.<

~fuﬂx._., Structure and oroanlsatlon of. Research

' . There was a general consensus that-efforts should
A
be made to create and promote a cllmate ‘for research, In

thls connectlon, the members emphasrsed the need for

freedom from Ilgld rules and routlne administrative contrrol...
[EE

They felt that more and more freedom should be given to

the researchers to plan and carry out-thelr proJects;

i

The followrng points were ralsedt

~{1) Organlsation of research can, be dlstlngu1shed
at three levels: Teacher level teachers' .college
level and the Un1versrty or-the’ NCERT level.

fii} Cooperatlve research ‘or team proJects should be
' encouraged. o : ‘

(iii) In order to ensure e{fectlve research a.minimum |
size and-status of a re§earch unit should be

spe01f;ed._

(lv) Some agency at the national level and/or state
- -Tevel should be created to promote developmental

act1v1t1est

(v) Efforts should be made to secure active- cooperation
. of the State Departments of Education. They
should be sensitised to enable them to feel
the need for research.

-(vi)-Instead of creatlng new agencles the existing
- ..~ ‘8IEs" should be strengthened.. These also lack
ladequately trained personnel.:- -

(vii}'Proper staffing is essentral. Promotions by
seniority. alone should be dlscouraged.

(viii) Some agency 1s needed at state level to bridge
... the gap between service and research. The
proposed Field Units of the NCERT may fulfil

his taske.-
t s ) .-....30
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B. Sanction of_PrOJeetsnanderants

”There.was a Cdnsehsus that .more flexibility. was

'heéded in rules regarding sanctions, ~allocatiom and
1
!,

‘utlllsatlon of research furds.. The members felt the need
for maklng a dlrect contact w1th the researchers, without
going through the ‘routine admlnlstratlve channels. The
following p01nts were raised! = . . .-

(1) .The sanctioning agencies should communlcate to
the concerned persons the reasons, in case the
projects are not accepted. Whenever possible
meétings should be arranged to discuss suth

... Teasons. . Such discussions would be useful for
‘"other'brbjects toos

(11) The' grants should be olveﬂ dlrectly to the
.. indiwviduals concerneda. In some cases grants may
" be made to professlonally known and ¢ompetent
nesearchers irrespective .of whether.they apply
‘7 for such grants or not.

'fiii) Grants may be released 'in one ihstal ment once
r the project has. begn approved.

(1y) The.Universities .and other established research

' “organisations have the duty to see that their
project, resegarch staff get their salary ih time
whether or not the grants are released in time..

(v) Good research is:not p0551ble -without minimum
flnanC1al outlay R ,

(v1) A list of prOJect tltles, for whlch funds might

. be available, .should be.circulated widely,.
inviting proposals. The best of these proposals
should be selected and f1nancedr

'"Cﬁxﬂ Dissemlnatlon . | o

’

The members felt that very . llttle fac1llt1es exist

—

j today for dlssem1natlon of research ,There was also a
feeling that sometlmes reseérchers do not report their

ffflndlngs even when fa01llt1es are offered to them, The

folIOW1ng p01nts werc made

(1) The. ex1st1ng Journals should-be éubsldlsed and
_- encouraged to 1mprove thelr quallty.

(11) Préfessional assoc1at10ns should be subsidised and

.-encouraged for - orqanlslng seminarsg, -
:¢onferences
.and publlcatlons. PRI

Fu ‘1'-? o
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(&ll) More ‘and’ more stite level meetlngs of ‘researchers
and others should be organlsed. .

(1v) Wlde publlclty should be given to.availability of
-+ research funds and procedure for qettlng sanctiens.

D. Recommendatlons

Ibe QIUUP made the ‘following spec1f1c recommendatlons'
:.l;?At least l% of the'total budget on educatlon should
| be annually spent -on- dducational research This
o ”should ‘be earmarkéd only for-research and should
;:'_-be separated from eerv1ce and development activities.

;:2¥-The SIEs and the unlver51t1es should have more
and -more collaboratlon : _
'rﬁedAn Indlan Educatlonal Research Association(IERA)
: :zbe formed W1th 51m11ar State Councrls of Educatlonal
7 vResearch. A COnference of the Assoc1atlon be
w"held annually. g ' . |
,4;‘A comprehen31ve prooramme of tralnlng of research.
Aw.workers should be undertakeh
; 3513Some studles on strategles for 1mp1ementatlon of
.'research flndlngs should bs undertaken‘
6;:There»should be a prov151on_for sufficient number
"'of fellowshlps.v These fellowships. §hould be for
‘ 74 to S years 1n the Unlver51ty lecturer s lgrade.
The fellows should be treated -as. faculty. members.
‘" THe rules should be flex1ble in order to attract
competent students from varlousudlscgpllnes with
for without’ degree in Educatlon.‘
7. The’ NCERT should be requested to take lead to
J 1n1t1ate actlons to 1mplement the above

__recommendatlons - .

01051nq Sesslon

The last general session of the seminar was held

-
P e B
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on- 16, 2 66 1n the afternoon at 3 00’ P.M, w1th Prof.P.S.Naidu

in the Chalr. The recorders of the three groups presented

”the reports of- the group dlscu551ons as. well as the specific

recommendations of each group. 1W1tb regardhto the

. recommendations ‘of the group on'Trainihg and Facilities

. for Reseaxch w'orkers', the following points were made in

_ the general sessions:=

(1) At thé B.Ed. -level the aim should be to orient

the students to research work, which they will

- "be_asked upon to do as part of ‘their duties as

(2)

Q

teachers e.g. to undertake. action research to
improve: class-Toom practices. = The training may
be provided by involving them in some practical
work like group surveys, group projects-etc. as
also during the course of their practlce teaching.

In pr1nc1ple 1t was agreed (a) that the students
from: other dlSClpllneS should be admitted to
fesearch degree in education Zand

() that thev should bé given an approprlate
though flex1ble, programme of study in edication.

With regard to the training facilities for

-research workers it was pointed out that (a)trainimg

should not be considered as a substitute for
ability and that a level of ability should be
assured before-trainirg is imparted; (b) training
on -the job should. be given pridrity; (¢} sufficient
attention should be given to the content of the

" training programmes; (d) the training should be

provided at the centres where research is

~ contucted contlnuously and by the people who

are aotlvely enqaged in research.

'fr

wlth regard to the recommendatlons of the group on

'Pollcy on Prlorltles 1n Educatlonal Research! the following

areas were also recommended for 1nclusron in the list

N proposed by the group -

. 1. ‘Research on porsonnel in education - in view of

-the cxpansion of ¢ducation, newer classcs of

personnel are likely to be recruited, knowledge
about their abilities, attitudes and background

_would be helpful in plannlng, 1nnovat10ns in
* ‘education,-

D1v1sron of oducatlonal efforts botween formal
and in‘ormal agenciecs at one point in:time,

- ever different arcas and-itg Changlng pattern

over tlme 1n the same area.

“ersseenrnald3
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.-3r.hProductlon of low cost 1nstructlonal materlals..

i 4; mSome of the newer methods of teaching .and the

© +i.--1éarning "such ag programmed instruction,
:COIrGSpondence courses.

5. Soc1ologlcal studles to understand .precise
~* utilisation -6f cducatién - areas and classes
_ wherc it 1s sproadlng. .
6. Class-rmom 1nteractlon (w1th1ﬁ students between
« - students ‘dnd tcachers-and botween teachers and
_admlnlstrators)
v ARSI S o 3 P

7. Crlterla of Educatlonal objectlves. f

s - 'ar
“:.r . ] R .

The report of the group on ’Admlnlstratlon, Flnancea

’ '.1,_"....

4

'!Coordlnatlon of Eescarch and Dlssemlnatlon of Research

Plhdinés' dld not 011c1t much commcnt. L

The Chalrman, Prof P S. Naldu closed the dlscu551ons

.,of thc semlnar at 5 OO P. M. aftcr Wthh the group

- ?
TR h

>reassembcled to hear an address from Sh. Prom Klrpal

>Educatlon Sccretary to the Covcrnment of Indla.Wlth

DopbEeaie ol ol

Dr. S N Mukcrgl 1n the chalr. s

b £y
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Address by Sh. Prem Klrgal

Mr. Chairman and friends, first of all allow me to
1ntroduce .to thls qatherlnq a vnry d15t1nqu1shed guest,
whom I have brouqht with me, the gentléman in the extreme
- right here;yHis ExqelIency, Dr.qune, ﬁduCatlon Minister
of Liberia, whe is:visitihg’;ﬁdidiand'is7the guest of the
Covernmeht‘df India*éf pfeseﬁt;f'Df,‘Kene s a sociologist
spec1allst 1n soclal anthropology, very keenly interested
in Education, and, of course deeply 1nvolVbd in educatlonal
: ;preblems. 'if‘he'had theitime, {he eame just . a few minutes
ago and expressed interest in this Semlnar), we'would have
liked him to, dellver thls address whlch I would have
,apprec1aeed very mUCh < for- several reasons because we
would have had' a more dlstlngu1shed speaker, and also I
- would.not have thﬁsgnervbusdessdwhiEh:I‘ﬂaye at present.
,ln‘{aqt,"Wéﬂhaﬁe“hefe a grdup”d?”teatﬁers:sﬁdrprefessbrs
who make me feel as if I amiﬁsck'tdnscﬁedliagaih, I also
suffer from the handicap thas after attending a very
stimulating inaugural sessien,.it has not been.eossible '
for me to partieipate in the deliberatiens of the seminar.
If that were possible, I am sure I would have plcked up
some very good ideas, which I could spell out at present.

I shall try to say a few WOIdS to-day on the
subject of a national plan of educatienal‘research. I am
sure that the outlines of such a plan‘ere e%ﬁlicit and.
implicit in your recommendations, Which I h;ve not seen,
and I am sure you have discussed this sdbj;cfsalgreat deal.
Now, to approach this problem, I shall\say a few words,
which scems to me a peculiar character of mcﬁcrn education.
Taking modern education, not only 1n India but all over
the world, there has been a very great chande-ln the

~approach to educatlon and place of education-.in soc1ety.

: s§'°9?a35
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_Ins?heupast,,perhape‘befere the.industrial revolution,

r educatlon was a matter of tradltlon,,and before the

RenalssanCe lt was somethlno whlch ‘served the Church.

Tt had an ecleslastlcal past. .But_ the characteristic

of modern educatlon is that 1t is secuiar in.character.

-To make 1t secular it took a very long tlme, because it

was a. part of the ecle51ast1cal order of thlngs all over
the world and the llberatlon of. educatlon from the domination

_ of the church of vazious krnds took a long tlme.' . Today
one can say that educatlon s socular in character and this
has been 1argely brought about by the march,of natlonalism
and the march of sc1ence the 501ent1f1c aporoach the

‘,PPWGRZof_ﬁc;en09<aﬂd”areosthennatronalrsenﬁrment,. These
are responsible for liberating educatron_frpm‘ihe:domination-

vqf the church and the-eclesiasticai order.

_ The second feature of modern,educatlon 1s, of course,

i character of mass educatlon. 3Mas§¥educatrpn11§ a. real ‘
_f-gature, of {he world. . Education was; confined in the
-begrnnrng’to bheedom}nanﬁac;aeees:‘first jd,theﬁpr;estly

ﬁr9%§9r$.§9d‘theh to.ptheruruling_claeeesxh But, in our

'wﬁiaes,;fhr; new phenomenon?qf massrﬁgueationfhae'go be
“deaibpiwirh_bf'educarionistst;Ihrs, undoubtedly, is the

..re_’é'ult'.' of the m'arc_ﬁ of democracy and the spirit of

_ equallty

The, thlrd feature of modern educatlon, whlch is

| weli knoun and 1s 1n the progcess, of development is what
I would call educatlon }or world citizenship apd world-
mlndedness. Thls, I think, "has two aspects. Flrst

| educatlonlsts are now 1ncrea81nqu 11v1ng in an .

) l.nterd"ependent. social and. economic order and new forms
o£;organisafions;are_coming_up-in the world,;United

Nations! specialised agencies, varlous international

e R s 800 0 36
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' organisdfidhs;“WHiéh:aré'finking'the'WOIldzfogetHef. . So, .
the educationTofiman fbﬁéy;”eVérywhere,‘muéfftéké‘hote
6f khis now féature: of modern education, i.6., education
-'fbr¢WofIH{bifizéﬁéﬁip;”khéEtfbéfibh‘Sf‘a sense of world-
.~mihdedﬁes§;*’Anotﬁeéjasbébtléf.in§“mat%er iS’verf{
”fihportanfl%éb;-tﬁét‘ié; we' Know that there éie;aevelbped

Colintfie’s and déveoping countries. . Now in this situation
-bfffhe‘Wdflﬁ‘cbﬁhhﬁit?“tb-aéf;°£heie:isaé=VESf difference
* between théitWO,”ﬁhé&ébVelébeﬂ”bbuhtriés‘and’fhe;deﬁeloping
*bbﬁﬂtfiésl“-Bﬁt*on@*thihé‘fﬁéfﬁall péople eVerywhere aspire
“to achieve is'theé‘intérnatisnal standard,  S$¢ this element
‘ofﬁiﬁtéfnafibggi standards in edhﬁgtian;tb'be achieved by
'all"pédble“i§*§196“éomefhiné new-in théiéys%éﬁ of modern
Cedufedtion. T o e e
Another featiirs "6f our times is that chanoe is
irbbhsciodsfaﬁ&iairéCted, much more s6 than it‘used to be
“in the padt. This uridoubtedly is due to the power and
use of-‘S’Fc;'iéh:tifié‘%h‘:oiﬂédgé; the ‘conscious création of
“ riew kriowleédge ‘and thé”%xﬁlo;tation”bf'knowledgé'fpr the
“otganisation-of man and for material welfare of htman
- 1ife in @éﬁéfélj;indluding'educatién:_ So, tbaay ¢hange
“is dfré%ﬁéd*by maﬁntd“a*VéfV"iéigé:extent,. Instead of
Chahgeﬁféking'placé.h%phaééfdly,”unconscidusly, resulting
from a new world of forces over which man-hadilittle |
‘céntfélj toddy! we are masters of our destiny fiore than
"ever before. Tﬁié;‘l“think;‘is due, more than anything,
to'thé use- of ‘scientific redearch, of creation of hew
“kriowledge, the Belisf that man ‘can extend the Frontiers
of knowledge, through ‘a proper-‘approach to inquiry, through
Jthé'ekpreséioh}ofﬁfﬁe'sbirif bf*CUrihsityﬂ'fhfbugh"

following: certain scientific rules and sciehtific methods.

.t.-.t‘..37



T -t 37 1a
‘This is at the: bottom of this great change that we can
*direct our’ on destiny today more than ever before.-

Now in this’ w1der context of the modern world and the
mOdern system of educatlon, what are the obJeCtlveS of
educational research as such9 The objectives, to my mind,

- are mpre, or less in line with the goneral obJectrves of
research -in any other field.

‘First]y, knowledge has to'be>exténdsd. The research.
worker is passitnately attached to probing into the
mysteries of varlous things and thls sentlment in hlm,

-this great urge within him, goads him to penetrate into
"the mysteries and throw lrght where rhere was no knowledge
and to;sxfénd the frontiers of'knowlédge;-

Another objective'of educational.research rs the need
to golve practical problems. . This is because education
is a vast process.. It is not ﬁerelj an academic discipline
but a wider and bigger process.. In this'orocess;-problems
arise and to solve these problems reséaron becomes essert ial,
0bv1ously, one example, which is familiar:fo everybody,
is, the problem of wastage in our schools at the primary
stage. : Weare all familiar that in order to solve this
we must know all the elements which qo~in£o-it'- social,. .
economic and educatlonal and try to find a solutlon. So
-one great incentive of eduoatlonal research today 1is
the ‘need to solve concrete’ problems.u This is very
important for our OWn"COUhfry.a | |

And lastly, another objective of ed;cational research
is the plannlng of programmes. This is,rof.ooﬁrse, .still
more’ 1mportant for us becalisg we follow the planning of
sociéty, and we have a Planning Commission and Five Year

Plans. Thore is a need to make the best use of limited

resources, Whlch lead one on to planning. For the

"."1'038
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plannlng, for the- best utlllsatlon of TeSOUTrces, then,
educatlonal research is 1nvaluablet . )
7 Now w1th these 1ntroductory remarks, I go on to the
' need for a natlonal plan for educatlonal research To my
"mlnd the need today is obv1ous. We have no natlonal plan
for educatlonal research. We do not have even sufficient
;fapprec1atlon of the 1mportance of educatlonal research in
all these flelds Whlch I have mentloned - in the increase
of knowledge in the solutlon of problems and in the
'Lplannlnq of the educatlonal system. So, there is today,
" more than ever before the need for a natlonal plan for
educatlonal research ’ I am sure, this is the conclusron
of your recommendatlons based on: your w1sdom, knwwledge
and valuable experlence wherefrom a natlonal plan for
:-educatlonal research w1ll emerge. Now we need a national
‘ plan because educatlon is perhaps.the largest natlonal
:act1v1ty tOfay.v This is qu1te ev1dent. We havo slxty
’elght mil1lion students today, two mllllon teachers,‘six
hundred thousand 1nst1tutlons of all kinds and about 14%
of the entlre populatlon is dlrectly 1nvolved 1n the
educatlonal process. There are, beyond thls 147 others
rI do not count the adult educatlon proaramme and lltenacy
‘proqramme. When by 1980 thls educatlonal system completes
100 per cent elementary educatlon we will very nearly
:have about a quarter of the populatlon 1nvolved in the
educational’ process. Educatlon w1ll become a vast
hoperatlon and great funds of money w1ll be spent. Within
'ten years or fourteen years, perhaps, our total expendlture
on educatlon has become, I thlnk flve tlmes‘ from 1950.51
:to the present tlmes i, e., one could say that the nation

1s spendlng at present about flve tlmes as 1t dld in 1950,

' ,.‘.'-.g,g . _-.& .39



“Thisr increase :is. going Tapidly forward, and more and more
resourtes are being aliocatéd.*JEVideﬁtly‘then the size
.of the»educational~activify‘being‘Sd'greét and so much of
:effort and resources going into it, it-is esséntial that
-all*theseEOperationg should-be”guidedab§ a national plan
for research,i ' 4 g :
. Thén I woéuld mention twé'ofhér‘ngeds*for”é plan; one
1is also familiar to everybody here, the rolé ‘of education
i 'in 'dffecting social c¢hange. "More than ever beforei we rely
on edlication: als the main instrumert of change in the country
':dﬁdweverythinggis based on naticnal-biéﬁg‘ All the projects
{oﬁ{ﬁevelopmeht'are ultimatelyfbaSed ont the peoduction of
;,a1PEWill-to change ' -among thé-peoplé;'WHiéﬁ.ban only be ‘
done through the educational progess;'whetheifit is through
the students in schoolsand colleges: or throyugh 'the adult
education and' social -education programmes. -Thé role of
education. in affecting sbcial.chaﬁge is both to create
this desiré to change ahd also to produce thé‘manpower,
- the.personnel, who will‘be-émployediih effecting important:
-changes, modernising:sotiety and incredsing production.-
 One other factor Iiwould also ention, . it is the
.close: connection between: education. and cul%ﬁré'today.' More
than ever béfore, we have to bFing culturé to masses of
people, to preserve culture; to develop culture which is
. largervthan:education, wherefhdt-only'tﬁe‘roots of certain
civilization are:involved but also its'aspirations for
‘theffdturét Education is the most potent instrument; -
In cach society, in each culture, and there are so many
wcﬁlturesfin the world; theré are cértaih“vﬁiués, cultural
. as weil-as human. ' Now, to promote these cultural values,
and . to promote the -human values, it 4§ necessary that‘
eduéétion'shéuld be utilised to the fullest extent. - It
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is a great objective of education in our society too.
Tt is obvious ‘that theré- should be a national plan
' For educatlonal researchl

Now, what the plan should Be and how it should be
developed is a vast thing and I cannot of ‘course attemptl
to 90'infbjthé“détéils of such a national plan.’ But I |
‘would like to meéntion a few, what seems to me, a few
features of 4 national plan for educational research.
I think four or five main features within which such
a plén.musi'be deviloped and developed by thinking,
concerted thinking in groups such as this.,

First, ‘we must extend the area of.educational
research. Thére must be strengthening of effort and greater
deploymenfﬂéf resourcés for éducational research. So
~far the?ém0unt'spéht has been negligible. There has been
AhoAplan whatever and education has grown rather
hépﬁézardiy.' A few attémpts have been ‘made, to which I
“would méké'reference, but these have not penetrsted . the ~
éﬁfire system of education and the whole functional plan
For research. So one feature of a national plan for
educational research must.be a decision to use greater
resources f£or educdtional research .and to employ more
peopié,'dare schélars and have more departments for this.

" "The second feature should be planning and coordination
of research. Research should be well-planned ard coordinated
Hence planning at the national level is very important.

"I have seen in some of the papers very wise remarks. One
great defect of educational.research today is that 'it is
not‘Indlan in character that it borrows too much from

condltlons outside which have little relevance to the

condltlons in India. Now, this is a matter of heritage

LEe ts & o -~.4l
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to Brltlsh unlver51t1es, to Amerlcan unlver51t1es and
they took up problems whlch really belonged to another

soc1ety Now we have to see 1n the plannlng of our

o

' educational research that 1t is truely Indlan because,

' after all 1t must serve the Indlan educatlonal system.

]

o That is the Flrst requrrement and therefore we must try

to make 1t as 1ndlcenous as p0551ble. ln the plannlng of

_...!

educatlonal research and thls 1nvolves the questlon of

E S !~ . "'\ _. u
persohnel agenc1es and resourcesl I thlnk .We should in

.
Lia

dur plannlnq flx up certaln percentaqes,‘ Tlme has come

||DL .'
£ think of a certain portlon of eXpendlture, espec1ally

expendlture on plannlng and admlnlstratlon, whrch should

o A T

go "t'o research. Thls is a matter for experts to dec1de
.v-.',- v ¢ "v B :-s’-| f1 _.
how much thls percentage should bes_ I hope that in the
. . ,Jﬁr"' R )

formulatlon of such a plan we would come tova decision

gt
iy

that 1f‘the total amount whlch the natlon will put on

Ay i

" eduéatlonal plannlng and admlnlstratlon 1s golng to be S0

e

much then “a very'large con51deredble part .an adequate

part of that w1ll be used for educatlonal research.

Wlth regard to agenc1es we have to 1nvolve the

Unlver51t1es ‘moze. Now here also the development should

! g .",.*"’

be a planned development. We should lay down certaln

crlterla for development of Departments ef Educatlonal

Res@arch at post—graduate level and at each level these
crlterla should be strlctly satlsfled before the U G C.
glves grants for the development of these departments.
ﬂnd ‘he're perhaps a reglonal approach to begln with,

ould be useful to fld four or flve pr 51x departments
i ir N

Frigt? certaln Unlver51t1es where favourable condltlons

‘Ealready ex1st to strengthen them and brlnq them to the

a

"ﬁevel of advanced centres, as we have 1n the fleld of science

“ and technology. Thls aoproach to Y, mlndlls yery important.

. \-r RCAEyTat:
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As regards the crlterra whlch should be satisfied, you
have already,I am sure, dlscussed the. 1nter-dlsc1p11nary
:approach the presence of faculty members, the llbrarles
and all these,_whlch w1ll have to be taken 1nto account
by. those who prck certaln departments for belnq Upgraded
Eas Departments of Educatlon in the Un1versrt1es. The
2Cha1rman of the U.G C‘ 1n his 1naugural address nentloned
that new feature of the closer association of unlver51t1es
'and schools in the task .of 1mprovement of quality of -
educatron is a hopeful srgn for thls purpose. Wherever
a un1versrty‘department is strengthened Ffor educational
,_research we should see. that 1t has very close collaboraticn
iy;th_theﬁschool systemrln_the area and, of course,  the
vipersonnel for‘research |
| . Here we have to decide that the doctoral degree which
a student w111 take in the field of education should, I
think have a broader scope, One difficulty todaY is
_ that pedagoglc educatlon educatlonal degrees have a
":narrow scope not only narrow scope in the content of
courses and knowledge but also in the scope for the people
_who take these degrees. I would be in favour here of
"produc1ng personnel well versed in educatlonal ‘research
who should not be conflned merely to pedagogy.‘
They must have competence 1n another ‘discipline and

,_have an 1nter-dlsc1p11nary approach A professor of
_psychology can produce a very good Tesearch 1f anthropology
and other disciplines are Jinvolved; So the end-product

of educatlonal research in the Unlver51t1es should be
tralned in broader context and they should ‘have a broader
scope 1n WOrk also, They should be used for educatlonal

' admlnlstratlon some tlmes, even for manaqement and -

fadmlnlstratlon and a larger freld should be available

'l'l'lflnviu43
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,tO them."Now,ao mdch‘forwthé planning at the national
.level._
L I have said that educatlonal research must become
more 1ndlgenous and natlonal "but the 1dea should not
go too far 1n that dlrectlon. There is 1n the planning
and coordlnatlon of research a ‘very 1mportant place for
-1nternat10nal cooperatlon and this 1nternatlonal
cooperatlon we should not lose’ 1n the development of
educatlenal research 'and in the 1mplementat10n of a
natlonal plan. There should be very close collaboration
w1th centres of learnlng and. Unlver51t1es out51de the
country. We have the beglnnlno with this, we have so
manywecholars so many frlends-from varlous departmeds
'unlver51t1es and this contact should be lncreased because
whlle 1t as true that our problems whlch we have to
‘solve are 1ndloenous we must have that approach at the
:same tlme. We have to have the best methods of research
whlch are developed not only 1n Indla but everywhere.
.Forwhethodology, we must go to other countrxas and
'1nvolve people w1th them. Ihere are so-many: general
iproblems of 1nterest to people all over the world and"
[one of the obJectlves of educatlon modern educatlon,
,19 to create certaln world mlndedness and:. to traln
'people in world c1tlzensh1p. The awareness of what is
happenlnq ‘outside and to keep-'in touch with the research
'workers is ‘most 1mportant. |

‘Now thls leads to the other need inithe fleld of
plannlng and coordlnatlon, wh1ch has also been mentioned
1n one of your papers, that 1s, to have, very effective
clearlng house of 1nformat10n = 3 clearlng house of

1nformatlon which would give 1nformatlon to scholars

not only about what is happenlng in Indla but also what

. '....>‘..44.
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is happgningoogts%dea; WE‘shbuld“déveippxélbser.co-
operation with the'international orqaniZatiéns like UNESCO
“and with schools éfgeducationél research in other
;godnfries,,esgeqialiy.englishSpeakingﬁcOuntries, USSR,
‘w;th<whom'we.ﬁaﬁe éﬁbseﬁ relations now in edUcational
cobperatiqp and §omé-otherfcoUntfieé,"like'Japan. Now
tHESe;Eléaiihg.h@pséaﬂctivities shéﬁia'béibrgaﬁized nationaliy,
Tt is' somethipg which must be done -country wide, This
‘brings me to“onésagénby which I have hbt.mentioheq 80

far, which I think has a very imbbrtant‘réle'td play in
‘this procramma of ‘developing a national pléﬁ.Tor educational
-Tesearch and -that is the Nation?iVCOUHCilfof'Educational
Research .and Training, -Already this Council has undertaken
certain activitieéﬁ&nd'has-doné'pfgheériﬁg work'in the
‘field of education but because'of‘liﬁitéd resources, in
‘money, 'in personnel, this .effort has been 1ihited, I
- think we should devélop,'as we havé‘dbmﬁitted to do so,
a great National :Institute of Educétion in'ﬁelhi for which
- we have a campus now and that Institute should have the
best national library for education, 'a library which should.
contain not only books of pedagogy but alsb books on
e@ucatiop as a discipline,  something whicﬁ-chould be used
by scholars. from all over the country. .This should be a
clgaring house, a nation;l‘clearing house for research in
the field of education. The National Institute of
- Education with its anaitmeﬁts;‘some of which already exist
: énd some more will be orcanized, woﬁld be the focal

point of educational researsh in the country. ='I'l: already
. has a net-work of Regional-Colleges andfthé'iegional )
machinery: is beirg strengthened for improvement of
-secondary education, improvément of teéchex;training,'
fgherefdfe,'this is a very hopeful organization encaged in

-
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tthe development of research 1n the fleld of educatlon.
A thlrd feature apart from" plannlno and-coordrnation
-which I have mentloned brlefly, of ‘the natlonal plan for
>-educatlon, should be the establlshment of prlorltles. I
:gthrnk that rs essentlal because of the vast part of
rﬁresearch whlch may be research 1n anything, Since education
is such ‘a blg system, we have to laydown certain broad
}.prlorltles._“Thls prlorlty must be in apolled researchi
We should strenothen applled research not ignore fundamental
_-research but glve more resources to aoplled research and
. specially to the task of frndlng solutlons for practical
_problems.l Now, I would say" that here the N ,C.E .RuiT has
_falready'establlshed certaln prlorrtles and -I think, these
;:are qood enough for a natlonal plan and ‘these 1mportant
..areas, of 1nvest1oatlon the Counc1l has undertaken, as we
;'perhaps know are‘ | 7 i 7
1) the constructlon of the currlculuml research into
.the problems of currlculum o
Lii) examlnatlon reform
111) 1nstructlonal materlal 1nclud1ng textbooks, problems
of productlon of 1nstructlonal material ‘specially textbooks
. 1v) the prooramme “of teacher development and-lastly
v) School bulldlnos and the problems of physical
plans of educatlonal 1nst1tutlons. So these five priorities
have already been establlshed and certain lnltlatlves have
.ﬂbeen,takep_by rhe Councll, I suddest that these priorities
. are adequate for the national Dlan of educational research.
Then I come on to the rourth feature of such a volan .
that I deal under the headlng of methodolooy, ‘the methodology
_of educatlonal research I will not-say much on this

.because you must have dlscussed this a great deal. “An

1nter-d1501p11nary approach is of course, the best approach

...46
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and the most fru1tful approach, and this has to- be developed,
;Thls makes lt essentlal to ,improve .the work inside the
unlver51t1es where you ‘can take»advantage of the
relatlonshlp between various dlsc1pllnes. But thls is .
ea51er,sa1d than.dqne; Within a unmversmty with all its
eemﬁlicefed'ﬁacﬁihery;7with all the autonomy of different
débaffméﬂte' it is not. easy to establlsh relatlonshlps
'between d15c1pllnes and make these meanlngful. Even in
1n1tlet1ng prOJects of 1nter+d1501p11nary'character very
serious difficultiés are experienced., And then we come
.to-eehparativeiy'ﬁew field éf'eduéationel.researph‘being
dqneffhrbuéh,ihe app?oach"of‘¢ellaboration*bet@een var;ous
'diebiplihes. Itﬂie not going to be easy. "This -will
debendéﬁpongthe'ieadeishap within the#universities.
aWereness on the part of the heads of fhe'departmehts for
the,importance of education, their‘awareness of the totality
.;of'eduqe%ién‘and:what a particulaxr-discipline can do to
promote eduﬁational research'u So,‘véry‘mucﬁ will depend
upon the maln,person the Professor of Educatlon in the
VUnlver51tY. He must be a. person with qreat leadershlp
;and w1th much academlc prestige. It is then that the
'1nter-dlsc1p11nary appréach will emerge, L
? I have' hlghllghted some -practical dlfflcultles but

I am sure that these could be overcome. - Then, "we have,
.espeelally in'the Indian conditions, where we.heve a

vast country, several states, and at. the.same time the
fundamental problems of education are national in .
charecter. "The' system of education mist be more and mow
;pafional§'aﬁd»wé'should use something like. a project
vaethoa an 6rohni£ed‘teaﬁ¢work.'~For'inétance when you |
" are hav1no a national’ study on wastaoe it. 15 “obvious that

a great deal of organization of vast ‘Project is required.

.0.'...'47
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You cannot confine the study to’a small area in one part
of the ‘coufitry. We Mavé to. .go to the rural areas, to
urban afeas, to people of different levels' of development
and géet hol'd of thé problems of various states. Now all
these great problems of_researcﬁ require -a good deal of
‘team work and Heretoo we neéed some agency, "a*national
agéncy, which will~at-least. encourage in establishing such
"1iAks. T think-the NiC:E:R.T. has.a role to play in this
matter” also in'éétabliShihg team work and organiaing
complicatéd national préjects of research for certain
important objectives. T _

" In the field of methodology; one thingitofwhich,l
'atfaéﬁ ﬁéry'gréat importance is experimentation inside the
'géﬁgdfféﬁd‘Wé must eiéourage the school -teacher to experiment
7“ﬁore“éndﬂm6fé'and attine hin to reséarch, .Coqsidaning what
i His.educatiﬁnél’éﬁdibmehf'ié‘ét present,” his status iﬁ
”sdéié%§f3nd genetal edication: this may seem moonshine, but
;it:is'not:fééiiy“thatir Even-this 'teacher, because he :is
daily involved ih théneducational'précess,imnediétely
'“énd'Urpeﬁtly?‘ahdffs”really attached -to hig.w¢rk,?should
be ehcoﬁféééd to expériment, to report on his-exﬁérimént
-andifﬁét{kihdfofﬁfﬁihg'sthld become a part of the process
‘of educatidnal Tegearch. - I have found:that..a teacher ifr
enébuiagéd ridhtl&'encouraged by the inspectorate and
’apprec1ated by the" soc1ety, is clapable of doing ‘much more
than wé think at présent. For ‘instance, ‘I have seen: these
people ‘who ‘write essays on their experiences. They
Htake a. lot of troUble ‘Aid some - very oood ideas: come out
:of"%%gli ﬁépers. (NCERT has such a programme:.of writing
aabout the experlence of teachers, description of . experiments).
The natlonal aWardees T have met every year. - I have found
thét‘tbaéﬁérs:whb have been in"the profession.for twenty
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~ years, or; so.. The national awardees -are-always deeply
_ipvo;yed in.the: educational processj -but théy -do need

. a great deal of encouragement; Encpuragementifrom the
gdmihistrgtorzis lacking. -

- And this takes me to the last .part of my talk, that
is,. another feature of the-national plah should be the
need‘for,evaluation and -application of the results of
_research..-Whatever_:gsea;ch is done within the national
-plan must be,carefuliy‘evéluatedAand-it is even more
qémpogtant that it should be applied; it should be used,
the results of such research should be used. .Now here we
come up.against a very great difficultv, especially because
othhe;conserVatism'of;the policy-makers and administrators.
I.have known an administrator who.was so averéerto research
that he wrote on the confidential role of a teacher *this
-Was a:grank really and was not following the rules', This
-kind of approaCh-on:theupa;t‘of the administrator of
. not on}y,nof encouraging byt3ppsitively discouraging new
;nitiatives;andvéxperimentétipn;and research is a greét
difficulty, and we,hg:f to get over it., I hope, as one
who. is involved With(TaikiForqe of Educational Administration
.in the Education Commission, that.our administrators in
.future would be teachers, that we should have a close
relatiopship between.fea;he:s.and administrators.
‘Fducational administrator should be one who has ;been
teachingtat one peried in life and who, -if he.wishes to
or it 1s considered desirable in the_interest .of work,
Zshggld:go back-to teaching frequently.‘,Ihis_inter-change
betweep‘the teacher and the .administrator is one thing
which can improge the .state afmafiaiésJ:,As,fapﬂas
.pducgtional‘rgsearch-is concerned this.is a_serious

problem, the conservatism of policy makers,-and administrators,
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which stands™in the way of- ut11121ng ‘the Tesults of

research ;
Then, ‘we mustufake°eﬁéry possible step to disseminate
‘tﬁé féédltsxof'research;' This is a serious problem in
'reséarch in this country, not orily in the field of educaticn
but even in science. We complain some time that some
important researches. are done in the national léboratories,
but ‘they aiefnotidissémihated'enough, not even some times
‘carried to people. who' ‘could make " usé of such.reéearches.
Now we have to také'étépSihere to disseminate: through
ﬁﬁﬁliCations;“pUbliCations which come intoffhe hands of
.fhé'pedple who could Use ‘such résults; THis dgain is
sOme%hihg in ‘which the N.C.E-.R.T: could play ar important
role in'diésemfﬁéting the results of fesearch. We should
work £ar a right climate and better relationship between
pépplefin“ofdér to create a climate for the use of research,
Research should not be idte -and remain apart from the world
of action in thé field of education. One thing which is
lacklng in our soc1ety is the appreciation of new ideas.
Even ih ‘our newspapers and media of ‘mass communication
zreportlng is done of the statements of people: in high
'authorlty, polltlcal leaders chief mlnlsters and mlnlsters.
But their statements on education,. as.these are, do not
-édd'very mich' to the sum total of human knowledge. We
freqﬁently'hear %hat education is wvery important and this
is pfésenied as head lines, so and so says education is
'éomefhing very imbdrtaht and variations of the same
statement . NoW,'if=We:are;going to ask.our press and the
mass media of communication, except in.a few of these
orgéns'éf public opinion’their reporters, writers do not
themselves appreciate or recognise new ideas, So I
‘say'£hét we should have some time a seminar of this kind,
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where we should bring the educationists and the press
.together and study the role of journalism, for instance,
or of the press in promoting educational reconstruction
and edﬁcational ideas., hAnd this is something which has
to be done and its cdutcome depends upon the kind and
quality of people who are ipvolved in the present day
newspapers. | 7
Then, we must win public opinion in favour of the
use of educatlonal research. FEducation is something in
which all are interested therefore the results of research
shouid/given in a simple language.and great research workers.
ahgaia/gigggge something whlch_gould be very easlly
underétood bY people., . This kind of presentation is very
important in research. We must not make a piece of fesearch
'_so unreadable that its communication is limited to a
small body of educational pundifs and-éobody else understahds
Then if is of no use. The presentation of the results of
research must be such that they contribute to the
buildingfup ﬁf nublic opinion about these things and if
we find public opinion favouring something new, something
new which has resulted from experimentafion, from research,
~then this could be abplied even by the present day
administrator.. 7
We should attach very great importance here in the
field of applieation of research to insexviéce education-
inservice education of teachers and administrators also.
Here we‘cguld try something by the method of correspondence
courses, i.e. the NiC.E.Rth should produce not only
teachers,_manuals,_and'all that there is necessary, but
also some periodical literature presentinag important

results of researches done, investigations carrled out

and these should be conveyed to teachers and admlnlstrators
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perlodlcally. If they are well presented, perhaps the

- teachers and adm;nlstrators w1ll read these and.take -

beneflt from thls. -So the 1nserv1ce éducation of.teachers

and admlnlstrators is essentlal to carry research to people

Who w1ll make use of 1t..:" :

And 1ast1y the follow UD work of conference such as

" this semlnar and workshops and the chain reaction whlch

could. take place from dlSCUSSlon of such ‘bodies should be

orqanlzed better. Weﬂhave many seminars,. In fact India

muat be,one Qf tha-iéaainq ébun{riés in the quant;ty of

seminars, but we Shoﬁia aiﬁ af'Bétfériqdality by very

thorough follow-up work. This féllow-up work, again;

provides for development of'aeﬁ Wa?s, hew methods and

new techniques.‘.i‘am sure, for this particular seminar,

Edﬁﬁaiioﬁﬁcsahisaion ana tha;N,C.E.R.TE will‘také'every

IpoSQiBie step tg.ddusome:ﬁqllow up., Of coarsé; fhe_"

:f.Eah¢af16n-Commiséiqn,-if;they put saﬁa of the reaommendationa
"ihit%eir report, 4t will be a very big foliow.;p’for.this
="‘"‘(:or"ff"'ere’n‘c-"e‘.' But the N.C.E.R.T. has a duty to see that the
results ‘and the recommendatlons are 1mblemented and !
somethlng is done about it. .

e So - these, to my mind,: seem tatba tﬁe broadm¥aatures

Rof a natlonal plan- for educational research. and I thlnk

we, all educatlonlsts, all those who ‘are 1nvolved in the
teaching, research and administration should get down to
develop such a plan. Now in the fourth plan there will be

a certain amount earmarked for a broad category of

educational planning, research and administration. But

Eit would be, I think upto the specialists, and this

requires the follow up of a conference like this, to

oet down to the details, to help in the agencies who

aTre responsible for the up-gradihg‘of departments in
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Universities, better-oroanrzatlon of arranqements in the
N.C. E.R Te' of hav1nq-clear1nn house fac111t1es,
bulldlng un publlc oplnlon, better relatlons with the ;
press and all: these thlngs,‘lf all Fhese be thought out
iy fin detall it wuuid be fer"the educétlonal planners to
develop this thlng.h'It is a fleld whlch 1s falrly llmlted
24t 1s a field in Whlch at present the people who work in
1t know gach other. So the task -is falrly easy if. suff1c1ent

kA

leadershlp and, inore” than that a great deal of 1nterest

NRER

L Y. s

: 1s developed in this. ~1eld of educatlonal résearch.

That 1s all Mr. Chalrman ~which I had to say for .

today and- I thank you. - all for llstenlnq £6 me w1th so much

Y patlence.L,

Thanks T L LT, E e
e aminar
The semlnar ended w1th a. Vote ot thanks %’“SH"Klrpai;
- ﬁ"@fe HE \a;"'} =i :!"'Fi—“-’; .r\'c “” "‘ . ,i . f ~

memberSfof the educatlon commlsslon ahd the part1c1pants
- to the semlnar proposed by Dr.S K Mltra, who, in prop051ng
the vote, exptesSed his deep aporec1atlon “of the help glven
to- hlm by the. members of the Steerlng Commlttee, the office
. of the Educatlon Comm1551on,.the Indian Coun01l for
| Cultural Relatlons, énd the nembers of the staff and
offlce of the Department of Psycholoolcal Foundatlons,

ot

: j,NCERT, and the Department of Audlov1sual Educatlon NCERT.
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SEMINAR ON. EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
February 14 .16 1966

: . PROPRANME _
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