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·FOREWORD 

In the arid and ~~mi-arid ~arts of R~jasthan, the people 

follow cul tiv·a tion as their main economic pursuit in spite 
. . .. . i 

of;scanty, irregul~r and un9ependable_rainfall. Eewever, 

agriculture in these rarts is highly unstable c:b..arac-terised . .. . . . ~ . . 

~-wiCel_~. fluctu~t1ng l.ie1~s .and_ rr~O,ominance, of inferior 
. ' 

cereals and r~l. ses. In orcer to im!'art a measure of stabi-

lity to. their economy, the reorle rear livestock, mainly 

C.airy cattle and sheep and goats. Stu<.'!ies conC!ucted at the· 
\ 

Centre have revealed· that livestock is. indeed a re'markable 

stabilising force in the economic life of the region. It 

has .also been observed th;ot while in some r.arts dairying 

is an important ancillary occupation, ·in the rest of the 

arid and 

the main 

semi-arid tract, rearine 'of .sheep and goats is 
.. I . ,._ 

subsidiary activity of the people·. It is, 

therefore, appropriate that the Government of Rajasthan 
I 

have, for some time, peen seizec wit.~ the problem of deve

loping dairying anc sl:eep anc wool incustry in these parts •. 

If the people of the region are properly encouraged and 

induced to develop these industries, not only a large part 
I 

of the uncertainty and instability in incomes of the people 

can be reduced but a lever can be r-rovided which can, in the· 

long run, help achieve a fairly rapi<.'! economic development 

of the region. 

W;:J.th a view t0 assessing the impact of sheep and 

wool industry development programmes, by means of repeat 

surveyi, the Centre selected two villages, Sahnusar and 

Harsawa, in the Sikar Dist~ict of Rajasthan. The present 

report on sahnusar village is a bench mark report depitting 

ecollomic cond it:l..ons of the village at the time ( 1962-63) 
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' . 
when the.development programmes had just been initiated~ 

It .. is. i~tended to make a similar: assessment aft~~ a' 

reasonable period of time so that the impact of t~e develop

ment··· programme will have been felt rnarl{edly ~ It i~, hoped · 

that. the finding· of the p.reseht report will be of i~lt-er--est,--
·to policy-makers as weil as t!ilcat'lemic researchers. 

Vallabh Vicyanagar 
Nov·eJ!!be r 14, J968. 

V .s.Vyas 
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CHAPTER Is INTRODUCTORY 

The present Sikar and .Th.unjhunu districts of 

Rajasthan were known· as Shekhavati Iistrict in the days 
. ' 

of the ·Jaipur State. n· _wa:s the biggest district, 
. ··." ··. 

comp:r'is'ing of twelve towns, viz., Sikar, Fatehpur, Laxman-

garh, Ralllg&rh, Jhunjhunu, )fawalgarh, Udaipur, Khetadi, 
. . . . . . ., . 

B~sau, Chriawa, Mandawa ani Surajgarh, occupying an area 

of 10878 kilometers. History reveals that during the 

reigns' of. Mpslims .(1451-1730), the ·dis.trict was famous as 

Fatehpurwati and Jl}.unjhunuwati. In the year 1730, _King 

Shivsinsh, who.belor;tged ~o Shekhawati clan of Rajputs; ·· 

attacked and .. conquered the area: and became tne ruler. 

From .that day this tract came to be known as She.khavati, · 

.the- rEgion . of Shekavat~ •. Even after the .bifurcation of · 

'area into two districts viz., Sikar and Jhunjhunu, it is 

knt4n as ·Shekhav:ati .amo.t?g ~:qe loca 1 people. 

The economY of' this area is characterised hy a 
. '• 

backward agriculture due· to dry, sandy, arid· and 
. . ' . 

unproductive plains. The rainfall in this region varies 

from 30 Cms, to 45 Cms., which is not only scanty bu~ is 

also unreliable; as a result the irrig&.tion facilities in 

the area are poor. Sikar and Jhunjhunu (in 1962-63) had · 

5,17· per cent and 2,17 per cent re·spectively of the total 

• cropped area under irrigation. as 'aga.inst ·the corresponding 

figure of 12.53 p,er cent for the state as a whole. The · . 
temperature in tb,e hottest month of May and June rises·· 

. . . 

as high as 46°C, .while ,in the coldest· months of·December · 

and January, .the mipirrium temperature 1~ O~c~ s · 

.~ 
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High temperature with low humidity in summer 

reduces the moisture 'supply for crops·,· which also affects 

the productivity of· land. The cultivators are compelled 

to grow cereals such ·as bajra and· pulses such as lioeng 

chawla, moth and urad which are comparat·ively more 
.. . ,. . . . 

draught resistant. ·· Bajra alone acccitintea 'for 44.58 per 

cent of area und·er' print:ipal crops'-in the Sikar district. 

and 41. oo: per cent in the Jhunjhunu district followed by 

kharif· pulses 25.85 per cent and 29.42 p.er cent of ar'ea 

.. 

in the respective districts (in 1962-63). Commercial 

crops .and or superior ·cereals which need irrigation occup·y 

insignificant area. · Tile average yield per hectare of Biljra 
. . 

was 3~69 quintals for the Sikar district and 3.04 quintals 

for the.Jh.unjhunu district in 1962-63. For the.State as a 

whole,- the yield rate for BaJra was 2.:30 quintals. This , 
... '" ... 

indicates that the .Yield rate·of bajra in these distrfi::'ts 

was higher than that for the state as a whole. But 

compared to the adjoining Jaipu.r district where the average 

yield o:f bajra was 5.40 q1,1intals per hectare in the year . · 
. . 

1~62-63, this tract had a lower_productivity • 

. The net area sown as a percentage of geographical 

area in Sikar as well as ·in: Jhu'njhuriu were very high -

66.45 per cent in the former and 75 .12· per cent in the 

latter in 1962-63. · In Rajasthan as a whole the net area 

sown formed only 40.38 per ·c:ent of the geographical area 

in the same year.· The per capita cultivable area worked 

out to 0.-76 hectare for Sikar and· 0.66 hectare for 

Jhunjhunu, the·figure of the·per capita'cultivable area 

for the State as a Whole is 1.-24 hectares. According 

to the ,1.961 census, the density .. f "P•ptfiation in Sikar 
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·and· Jhunjhuriu districts was 100 persons and 1-21 persons 

·per .sq •. kilometer-:Fes·pectively, as agairist 59 persons per 

sq~kilometer in the State as a whole, suggesting compara

tively ·higher pressure ;n the land in these districts. 

:There is .a continuous stream of migrants from this region 

as the .;eini-ari<f te·rrairi of· the region and backward 

cul:tivation practices do no't enable agriculture to support 

a large po'pulation1.; 

. The cultivation practices are in primitive s.tage_; 

as a result the land is poorly cultivated •. In both the ...... 
d_is~ricts taken together there were only 51 "trac_tor:s ":hich 

/ 
accounted for 1.62 per cent of the .total tractors of ,1he 

State, 94 oil engines (3.81 per cent) of the totql oil 

engin-es in the State) and 22 electric pumps or 3.26 per 

:cent of the total electric pump·s in the State. 

The economy of this area, e._s indicatE)d by the per 

capita income, +s quite backward compared ~ other 
. . 

districts of Rajasthan. Ac.cording to a study of District 

.Incomes undertaken. by the iifational Council of Applieq. 
• ' • ·, I • • . . 

EconomiC,s Research, _the_ pe~ capita income of the Sikal' · 

. and Jhunjhunu distr+cts worked out to Rs.-194 and Rs.JB7 
• k.~· .~ 

respectively as against the State per c,apita income of 

Rs.238 for the year ~58-59. 

The soil of the area is· sandy and· porous in nature. 

The capacity or' soil to ·retain moisture is verY pp~r.· 

It is suitable for the:· cultivation of ba'jr~ and kharif 

1 The _percentages were calc~lrted from AJ;"ea and production 
of· different crops given in statistical AbstrRCts of 
Rajasthan GovernmEjnt,_ 1963 & 1~~4, Ja,pur'. 

' ' ' 
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pulses only. Owing to the scarcity of' water tn~ cultivators 

are no~. abl~ to cultivate the land intensively. If' water; 

couldo.be made available, the area· is likely to prosper. 
. . . 

At p'resent the only source of' water suppiy for drinlhng 

purposes as well as for irrigation ·is the. wells. The water 

table in these regions is very low i.e •. 150· to- 251 .f'e-et 

deep. Due to th~s the irrigation becomes verY costly. The 

cost of' digging ·a new .well is estimated to be 1\<;.8000 to 

Rc;.1o,ooo, which is beyond the ,capacity of' ordinary 

cultivators.; ~or can the Government provide such a huge · 

amount as subsidy or loan to a large number of' cultivators 
. . .. 

for digging wells. Hence, the dev:elopment of' agriculture 

'in this area is ,a formidable .task. 

In this area, livestock 'reuring is a major ·source 

of income, next only. to. ~griculture. It is a key economiC 

activity which provides an independent as well as a 

supplementary _source of' livelihood to a large section of' 

the .. population. According to livestock census of 1961, . . 
the livestock population. of' the Sikar district was . 
ll~~boo; out of which cattle, .bu:ffaioes and other animals 

constit~ted 29.51 per_ cent, 9.84 per cent and 4.48·per cent 

respectively, while sheep and goats formed 26.21 per cent 
. . . . . . . 

and 29.96 per cent respectively." In the Jhunjhtinu district, 

there were 8,.os,ooo livesto'ck, of which· cattle, buffaloes 

·and other animals formed 25.46 per· cent; 11.18 per cent 

a:nd _6.34 per ,cent respectively, while the shee_ps and goats 
. I • • . 

accounted fo'r 27.08 pe~ cent and 29 .~4 per cent cf' the 

total livestbek .population~ Thus nearly 57 per cent of' 

·the livestock in both the districts consisted of' sheep 
. . . . 

and goats. There is little possibility of developing 
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cattle resources because of ina.C.equate fodder supplies ana 

drinking water for animals 'and remote c'hances of improving 

these irl' near fut\ire in the area. · 

.. Similarly, .she.ep rear:ing in the .form of large 

flocks would also not be a lasting soiut.ion, but rearing 

of sheep. in the scientific way will lead to the. economic 

upliftment of the people in this area. In view of t~e 

above discussed. features of the· districts a ~heep and wool 

development programme which has been launched by the State 

Government to develop this industry is a step in the right 

direction. This will not.only help.the cultivators to bear 

the risk and the uncertainty of agriculture production; 

~<•ut" will also provide sup~lementarY source of livelihood 

to a large number of persons which in turn Will improve 

their econo'mic conditions. ·under this programme, 113 
·sheep and wc.ol extension centres in different parts of the 

State have been established so far. In the extension 

Centre improved methods of sheep husbandry, grading and 

market~g of wool and prevention of diseases are being 
.. 

propagated. Besides, loans have also been given by 
. .. 

these centres in ·coordiriaticn with the Block agency to 

viliages for rearing improved breed of sheep. The 

Centres have also supplied good qualitY of rams to·the 

breeders at concessional rates to maintain fieece 

qual:!,ty and breed characteristics •. 

As a result of this programme, it is expected that 

the breeders in the area would become conscious of the 

need for pure br·eeding and better sheep raising practices. 
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As .a part of its programme of continuous village 

surveys, the Agro-Eccnomic Research Centre, Vallabh 

Vidyanagar, decided ttl select two villages in the Sikar 

district where inten~ive programme cf sheep and wcol 

development has been recently introdUced. The object of 

this study is to indic_ate the likely impact of this move

ment on the socio-economic structure of .the v'illage. · 

Secondly, it woul? al~o highlight the needs and problems 

of the Villagers in re.aring sheep in a scientific way. 

For the selection of the villages f'or ben.ch mark 

survey in. the: Sikar district of Rajasthan, District Develop-

ment Officer and. the· Collector were contacted. TheY • 
indicated_tnat broadly· there are two distinct tracts in the 

district, one which comprises a major part of the-

dist;t'ict is a. desert like tract where the programme of· 

sheep and wool develOpment 'i-u.isbeen given a great emphasis. 
' 

The other part of the district comprises a more fertne 

tract, where agriculture rDther than animal husbandry is. . . 
important. Therefore, it was decided to select t:tie 

villages from the desert lik.e tract covering two tehsils 

viz.,, Fatehpur and Laxinangarh, For selection 10 villages 

were visited ~ith the help of Vikas Adhikari and Pradhans 

of the Panchayat Samitis. 

Two villages namel;r Hars.awa and Sahnusar were· 

selected for intensive surveys; the _former was a medium 

size village with ~op~~ti6n around 1000 and was well 

_connected wy bus and train routes. Moreover it had all the 

fa_cilities of accomodation, drinking water etc. More 

importantly the total number of sheep in the village was 
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around 700, though they were reared in a primitive way. 

Finally, the village being adjacent to· 1 Beed' {Reserve 

Forest) also had a good grazing facility. But the grazing 

facilities in the _Sahnusa.r ,.village were inadequate and on 
~ . . ,· . 

account or which the sheep migrated in flocks to Bikaner 

region. 

~Keeping in view the objectives of the study the 
. . r ·. . 

·selection of these two villages with different types of 

gra·zing facilities and other conditions would provide a 

contrasting but an interesting s.tudy. The present report 
. . . 

is based on a comprehensive···sccio-economic survey of the 

village Sahnusar. 

Method .Q.f study and Procedure of Enquiry: 

The census method was adopted for .the suryeY .purpose 

and each and every household was contacted for collection 
-of data. The field work was carried out by an Investigator· 

-
under the guidance and supervision of a Senior Research 

Assistant. In the preparation of this report the notes 

prepare~ by the Investigator on various aspects of village 

life were found usefUl. 

The field survey was conducted from the· 4th 
•·· ·the . . 
September .toL 30th october 1963. 'The data collected for 

the· survey pertains to the agricultural ·year 1962-63. 
, I • 

(1st J-.Iy 1962 to .. 30th June 1963). For the pur:pcse of the 

investigation eight standard schedules were de.s:l,gned. Of 

these, two schedules viz., the household schedule (cover

ing information .. about. the number of members in a household, 

caste, literacy, workforce,· income, explm'Oiture, the 

pattern of consumpt1on,.investment, indebtedness etc~), and 



- 8 

·attitudes and opinion schedules (seekinEf tb~. views of the. 

heads of the hou~eho_lds aoo:xt various economid ~nd ~ocial 
· problems and v~Uage insti._utions) were canvassed for all 

the househoids in. the yillage, while remaining schedules 

(pertaining to different .occupations such as cultivation, " ' . 

Arts and crafts, 4abour, ~rade, Transport apd Profession 

and. ~rvice) were ·canvk'ssed for the households, folloWing 

these occupatidons either as primarY or secondary source·s 

of income. 

SECTION II 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Location: 
:.. . . -·-···· .. 

sahnusar::1~ il. ~~aii ~illage (36 households in 

(1962-6q) situated· in sub-teh:sil Ramgarh of Fatehpur 

tehsil, Sikar District, Rajasthan. ·It is eight and. twenty 

·: k_ilometer_s away from the sub-tehsil headquarters Ramgarh: 

and. the "t!ehsil headquarters Fatehpur respectively. J;t is 

fortY-five· kilometers· in the north o·f the d istric,t town : 

S~r,, whereas, from Ghuru, the princi:~;:al town of the 

adjoining district, the village is only twenty-three 

kilometers. Sahnusar is situated in tne:'Shekhawati region . . . . 

which comprised of a part of Jaipur district and thr~e 

other district viz~, Sikar, .. Churu and Jhunij.hunu of 
0 0 . • 

Rajasthan~ It is on 75 latitude and 28 · longitude • . r 
.·. 

AccessibilitY: 

Mehnsar is t~e nearest railway station from the 

village ·on thE? me;tre gu~g~ sect:ipn of Sikar-qhuru. of_ 

the Western Railway~ It is situated· a.t a distance of· 
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5 kilometers from the village. Ramgarh on the same section, 

is the.next approachable Railway Station, 9 kilometers 

away. From _these two RailwaJ stations the village can ie 

reached either by a cart or on foot. The nearest motorable . . 
·road on '.which ·private buses ply between Churu and Mandcwa 

.. 
is only half kilome·ter from the village. However, the roads 

are sandy and uneven with deep slopes. 

Historical Backgrownos 

It was learnt from the villagers that 300 years 

ago, Sahnusar was entirely inpabited iy' Muslim Community. 

There is an ancient monument in the form of cemetry, w~ich 

was en the outskirt of the village and gives evidence of 

Muslim inhabitance. It was also reported that the village 

well was eracted by a muslim. The emblem on the well 

pillars ·lil.as a distinct mark of muslim Culture. It was 

also learnt -that the Muslims were forced to flee from this 
,. •.. 

village·. However, no specific rea~on about this incid.ent 

could be known from ~he villagers. After the muslims 

were made tc leave, Iiis Highness of Sikar donated the 

land of the village to a Rajput family. With -the pas~age 
. . .. 

of time this family grew· :i..n size and gradually settled down 

"into a regula~ pattern. of village ~rg~nization. 'fhe 

present generation of Rajputs belong to this fam·u·y • 

. Temperature ~ Rainfjp: 

• 
The district Sikar ·in which the village is 

situated, beiin~;. in the desert area has extreme climatic 

conditions. The maximum temperature is 44°C and the 

minimum 1° c. December ·and houary are the "ccldest months 
;l 
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in the .. _.vear, while May and June are the hottest. 

The rainfall recorded at the Fatehpur fer: the last . ·. 
five years is given. below.:-

Year Rainfall <in Cms.) 

1958 22 •. 26 

1959 39.37 

1960 47.01 

1961. 37.82 

1962 : .. 48.50 
' 

As the above statement shows. the village received 

scanty rainfall. The average rainfall was 39 Centimeters. 

The IJlonsoon begins in the last week of JJ.me and ends in .the 

beginning of october. . . .. . " ~' .• . { • ... 

The extremes of. climate and scan-ty rainfall have· . . 

conditicned the agriculture .. of the village. The dry crops 

like bajra, jowa·r,·"lllOCI2g e.tc. ,are gr0wn in the village. 

Irrigation by wells was almost .absen~. However, three 

farmers of the' village received taccavi loans tc the tune 
each 

of Rs.3,ooaLin the·· year 1961 .. for digging wells for irriga-

tion; only. orie well·was dug . .from·.which vegetables on 0.10 

hectare were· irrigated in the reference year •. 

Tor,ographn 

The village is surrounded !Y sandY dunes though the 

land around village is plain. There are .no hills nor ..... 
rivers nor 'ponds ... The _so.il of the village land is· sandy 

loam type and basically ~er~ile; suitable to dry crops 

like bajra, jowar, moth, m~ etc~ Vegetation was rather 

scarce; the trees grown wer~ babul (Acacia Arabica), neem 
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and other miscellaneous typE& Grass for pasturing animals 

is·· available during monsoon in the north and south po rtwns 

of the villag·e. 

Land Utilisation, 

According to the records of the Pat;wari the geogra

phical are'a of Sahnusal.' was 676,60 hectares in 1962-63. The 

det'ails of utilisation of this area are given in the follow

ing state'ment~ 

Area (in hectares) Percent to Total 
----------~------ -----------------Uncul tivable waste 11,85 .. · :.1.75 

Permanent pasture 

Current fallows 

Other falloWs 

Net area sown 

Total 

47.95 

29.94 

68.20 
.. 
518.66 

---------------
676.60 .. 

7.09 

4,43 

10~ Q:3 

76.65 

-----------100.00 

. Hap~ily the area under uncultivable waste was 

barely two per cent, Hcwever, the area under permanent 

pasture (7 per cent) was quite small considering th~ large 
. . 

number (816) of animais in the village. What is more 

disheartening is the :fact that nearly 15 per cent of the 

geographical area remained fallow;. the reason being the 
. . . . 

scanty rainfall and absence of extensive irrigation 

facility in the village. The net area sown in the village 

formed nearly 77 rer cent .. of the geographicai areia, However, 

the area under double cropping was totally ab~ent. 

Village I,ayotit: 

·Layout of Sahnusar exhibited lack of planning. 

The village was divided into two hamlets, one situated on 
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the north of· the main· road linking Churu and Mandowa, while 

the other on the south of this road~ In the former hamlet 

Rajput (27 households), Brahmin (1 household),· Mali (1 

household) and Cham&r (4 households) lived while in the 
.. . 

latter three Chamar.families lived. The layout of the 

former hamlet stretched from north to south. This hamlet 

was linked to the above referred main ro.ad by_ .a street 

which w·as half kilometer· away. The houses in this hamlet 

···were scattered thoUgh a few,hous~s were in tl:ie same row. 

Hcu S'ib.i' : 

. The .total number of structures in .the vigage was 
•·. ' 

69. Of these 69 structures, 33 were residential houses, 

27 were cattle sheds,·6 Baithaks, one water hut, one school . - . . . '· 
0 .. 

building and one wa·s :for Panchayat. ThE;re were three types 

of houses in the Sahnusar classified acco ro ing to the 

material employed in their construction viz., Kutcha, Pucca 

and miXed. The kutcha houses were entirely·made of mud 

and thatched roof owned by Chamars whiie pucca ·and mixed 

houses, which w~re·mainly _owned:by Rajputs, had· two rooms 
. . ' . 

and doors. 
.. "· 

None of ':these houses. had a· provis:ion for· 

cross-ventilation. Details· of this feature have been 

discussed. in the chapter VIII on Consumption and Levels 

of Living. 

Total .Population ~ Hcuseholds: 

According to our survey, the village Sahnusar had 

36 households with 204 population, while.::accordin~ .to 1961 

census,_ the poputaticb was 158 in 25 households~ The 
... 

distribution of households and population in different 
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" ' oc_cupations reveals that. the ;pride of place was enjoyed 

by tl).e agricultural. sector in the village (with cul tivatio11 
· main .. 

and agriculturallaboll,~ asLoccupaticp•. Socially, Rajput· 
.. . 

was the single dominant social group. Both these.aspects 

are discussed in detail in Chapters IV an·d V. 

SECTION . III 

SOCIAL A'IT' ECONOMIC OVERHEADS 

Social and. ~co nomic 9verhead s provide i.rifra.;,-~t:wJt'._u~ 

for -the development of any society. It is,- the.re:('ore, 

essential to study these overheads in the selected 5ahnusar 

village too. The social and economic overheads studied 

here are health and medical facilities, transport and 
. . 

" communication. and ·the workint; of eomrirunity Development, .Blo•k 

and Extensic:n Services. 

:Health _and Medical Fac·~lities: 

Sound health maiei 
. 

possible the fUll developm~nt 

o·f physical, mental and spiritual powers of a human .._ei.rig. 

In order· that the.health of the p~o;ple is maintained and 

there\y afores~id.objecti~e .. realized the communitY should 

have certain basic~and .essintial medical facilit;i.es. 

Unfortu~ately the· village community of Sahnusar did not 

have these facilities •. The f:acilitY available was the 

first aid box maintained by the V .L.W. who attended· to .. " . 

minor in~uries. However, the primarY health centre was 

located ·at Mehnsar, only :five kilometers from the v;lllage • 
. . 

This centre had a trained doctor, a compounder and a mid-

wii:e during the reference year (i.e. 1962-63). But the 

Centre was illequiped for serious and' major diseases wtlich 
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. . 
co'lil1d be attended at the government hospital at. ~mgarh,. 

• 
nine kilomete-rs from Sahnusar.- . The facility at namgarh was 

availed of by t~e ..tfilagers only when serious illness 

occured ~ · 

Inspite of poor medical facility in the village, it 

was reported by the ·.Ji·i-la-ge -leaders and also observed 

during the survey that the people of _this village enjoyed 

good health.·.:T£j_'~--'j_~:.::~~r~obo~ated i~o~ the fact that only 

se1ien· deaths' took place in tbe village during last five 

.years i.e. 1958 - 1962. 

·. 
The Panchayat and Nav--Yuvak Mandal organised _the, 

• 
activities related. to hygine and village clet:!nliness •. . . .. . . . . . 

During . the year , 1962-6_3, the Panchaya t. had o rgai'Jised- a 

competition in this respect. The most clean house 

received the prize of 11whi te Flag n. Nav-Yuvak Manda 1 had 

also organised such activitie-s 1nrthe y-ear 1962~63. ·-

·' There was no trained midwife in the village' but the 
I , 

services of untrained dais of•the near-.y village ~ere 
. . . 

available for the birth of ba-.ies.· She charged Rs.S• plus 

fiv.e kgs'~ of grains and a cotton Sari if a baby~boy was 

.born. For the birth of a baby-girl she charged ·Rs.2 :iJlus 

2 kgs. of grains ana a cotton Sari. 

The answers of the heads of 32 househo~ds to the 

que~tion regarding the adequacy of m~dical_facil-ities . 

revealed that the Government should esta'o,lish a dispensary 

in the Village. Fu_~t~~~out of 32 ho_useholds, 14 hou-se-
.. 

holds who, previously, worshipped the deities to fight away 
. . . '. ·. . . . . . .. . 

the disease, had changed their attitude in this regard; 
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t.hey readily accepted medicines from tpe Primary Health 

Centre at Mehns~r,.: The remaining 18 households were still 

rigid in their attitudes in this ~spect~ First of all 

they tried to cure _the disease by.offel,'ing ~he k-rayers and 

worshipping the deities. In case the illness prolonged 

for a longer time or pati&ri-t-bec·aim;· seriously ill, they 

resor~ed to the-medical treatment. •·. ·. . . 

.. , .. 
· ' For animals and their diseases; there were no 

facilities in the viilage. However, a veterinary centre 
.. . 

was.Junctioning at Bamgarh, nine kilometers from Sahnusar. 

But, it was observed that this facility was not availed 
•. 

of by the villagers and they resorted to traditional 

methods, ·to cure the ·diseas~s of cattle and 'Other animals_, 

Water, SUpply and· Sanitation: 

. . I . 
The village got its supply of water for drinking· 

and other domestic purposes' from one and only public well 

sunk in the village. The well was pucca with a stone 

platform. Pulleys were fitted on· the well to fetch water 

Which Was available ·at ·about l0 feet beloW the groundlevei. 
. . . . 

Panchayat looked a"fter the cleanlin·ess and maintenance of 

the well. It is. ·:intere's ting to note that the Harij aris 

(Chamars) were not allowed to draw water from this well. 

However, they ;got their supt.ly of water froJ!l the. sup~rior 
. ~ .... -... ···-- . . . . .. . .... -~ 

castes who drew the water from the well. 

As regards ·sanitation there was no drainage, the 

. ~avenger services 'were provided once in a fortnight' by 

the Nav-Yuvak Mandai. The village folk r~gularly cleaned 

the portion of the streets .in: front of thei.r house!?. 
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The absence of drainage in the village was not a matter of 

dissatisfaction as the rain water got absorbed· quickly· fn 
: . . : : .. . . 

the sandy soil in the. village. There ~ere .. no latrines, 
: ·' . .. 
in the village. ~tre.~t lighting was a'(lsent, too • . ~ . . . 

··COmmunication' & Transport sYsteirij 

Adequate ~~~~sportation and communication facili

ties are basic necessit,ies for econcmic ·development. Sahnus.ar 

was fortunate in having these besic facilities. It was 

situated on the· roM on which the private buses pli~d 

· regulcirly between Marld awa and ch.uru. Further, the village 

-was only five kilcmeters from. the railway station Mahansar, 
. . . 

on the Sikar _:·6hun1 :ihet~e guage section. of the Weste:i-"n · 
.•• !' 

Railway.~ The road le·ad ing · tc the village from Mahansar · 

•. was·twtcha, sandy azld ·uneven and which could be-traversed 
: . ' •' 

either 'ay camel c.r o:a foot. :j:n the north-west of the 

village at about nine kilometers the road merged into the 

Nationai·Highw~y. The village was served by a post office - .. 
at Dakas·, only ·one kilometer away. · The Panchayat· of the 

village owned ·a radio (rUn 'a.y battery)' which prcivid~d a iink 

of colllllllin'icaticn with the outsid·e world.· .Th~s~. Sahnusar 

~ ~n·joyed' reasonable' facilities of transport and coninnlnica-

tion. 

De~~lopment Projects.and Extensicn Servicesi 

' 
Sahnusar was included -in the jurisdiction of the: 

Fatehpur Panchayat·Samiti, 'then kncwn as 'the Pre

Extension Block of Fatehpur,. which .was ir1augar~ted: on 
••• .• • • •. j• ••• ',' . • • • . • . • •• 

October 2, 1959. The headquarters of the. Samiti at' . . . . . •' . ' . . ' .•. 

Fatehpur was 25 kilometers fL'om the villag.e .• 
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The work of the Samiti covered a wide range of 

activities. I.a order to meet the credit needs cf farmers 

at cheaper prices, the Samiti had organised a Group 

Cooperative credit society covering eight villages inclu~

ing Sahnusar, on 29th MaY 1961. The s0ciety got official 

recognition on 12th June 1961. During 1962-63, the society 

received a subsidy tc the tune of ~.3oo· frcm the Samiti 
' . 

and ·also a loan of ~.21 7 450 which were given to it&. mem'hers 
. . . . . . -

in the form of shcrt~term credit. However, the society.was . . 

wound up on 15th Febi'tlary- 1963, main;ly because it d 1d not 
t 

get lean in time and :ill adequate. amount. as permissible 

under the Act, which will -.e discussed ·in Chapter II. 
. . 

' 

The samiti also helped the villagers in establish

ing Nav-Y'Uvak Mandel in the village on. 21r;;t July 1961. 

The function of this institutic'n were to organise cultural 

and sccial act;i..vities~ The· finance.s tc carry out these 
. . 

activities were mobilized from the .villagers. Detailed · 
.• · 

Werking of this instituti0n will be examined in Chapter 

II of the report. 

In the field of education, the "Samiti contributed 

~.1550 as a subsidy towards the construction cf sehocl 

building in the village in 1962-69. The total cost 

of the building was ~.6000. 

Further, the Samiti in Ccllo·~oration With the sheei) 

and wool Develo~ment Department of the Government had made 

available a loan of ~.1000 to seven households in Sahnusar 

for purchasing sll.eep of improved breed. To give more 

incentive to the people to rear the sheep of improved 

breed, the samiti had helped the villagers to send a sheep 
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of the village . ~o participate in the All Indi_§l 5Peep 

Competition "fhich was held at Mathura in the year 1962. 
' 

The sheep of Sahnusar· sto·od first and received the 

shi-eld for ~be same. 
.,,· 

· Besides these activiti,es, the Samiti had made 

efforts ori a "modest and small scale in 'the direction of . 

propogating.improved practices. of farmi~g. Thus, the Samiti 
;, •. ' 

' . 
pad di-stributed improved se(?ds-of bajra valued to ~.35 

to twelve households in 1962-63. The Samitl alsc gav~ a 

)ull· of improved variety to the village for rearing the 
' ' ' 

animals. Finally, a batt'irY. ·rad~o was also given to .. the 
' ~ 

_village Panchayat by the_ Samiti in 1962._ 
' " 

In concilusion,. the Fat~hpur Samiti'had made a 
' . . r ~ . 

_modest though''ffrm begiri.n_ing in ·their efforts for 
' ' develovment of the village. Whe~ the programme of sheep 

' . ' 

and wool Development will take momentum the Sami ti wlll 
• • ~ ' • ' . I ..... 

have to play a greater role. The- Samiti should undertake . . ~ 

. much more vigourous steps in activising ~ coop~rative society 

ln the village which disintegrated within a _year after 

its.establishment. . . . 
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CHAPTER II s VILLAGE INSTITUTIONS 

to •. 

"The existence of instituticns like Panchaya t, Youth 

Association etc., has been a characteristic feature of 

rural India. However, since the launching of planning in 

the country these institutions have been entrusted the 

task of uplifting villagers, economicallY and socially. 

The· functions and resources ·or formal Institutions like 

Parichayat have become wider anreustic especially since 

the int.roduc-hon of DemOcratic Decentrelization. Hence 

the study o.f village institutions gains an added· signifi ... 

cande. This chapter is, .. .:t.berefore, devcted to. study the. 

working of the main instituticns viz.,. Panchayat, Coopera ... 

tive Society and Nav-Yuvak Mandalc \.i-hich w~re fUnctioning 

in Sahnusar during 1962-63. 

Parichayat: 

The Panchayat as functioning in Sahnusar was formed 

in the-·year 1955 for a group of eight villages including 

Sahnusar. The headquarters of the Panchayat in i955-s6 

was Gaindarwas (8 kilometers away from Sahnusar) but ·s:ince 

then Sahnusar has been the headquarters as the Sarpanch. 
-· 

of the Gaindarwas joined the defence services. 

The fUnctions of this Panchayat like .other . ' ' . . .. 
Panchayats in the Rajasthan State since 1959 when the Demo-

. . . . 

cratic Decentralisation Act ca~e into operation have 

widened. Under the _C?bligatory fUnctions assigned to the . 

Panchayats the Panchayat_ looks after village sanitation, 

maintenance of public wells, tanks, ponds, medical re 11Erf, 

lighting of public streets, registration of births and 



deaths and marri_~ge~-' --~a-~agement ang e:rre·of common graz

ing grounds and· 9ther ,lan9$: et~. ,;~'I'l:le.-g_]:~cretionary - .... ··- --··- .. -·- . .. ---- . ---· -· -

functions of panchayats include such activities as thr 
·. i . - - . . ' . . - . . 
improvement of agriculture and cattle, development of 

Cooperation, maiil.tenance of bulls etc. 

In. order to finance such a wide range of activities 

th~_panchayats,are empowered under the Act., to levy_various .. . . . 

ktncl s. of. taxes sue~. as. house tax, tax on profession o ~ 

~~a~e, ,vehicle t§l:Jl:, :Jilgrim .tax etc. In addition the , 

panchayat receiyes_share to_ the tune of25 per _cent of_the 

.. total land revenue collected from~ the vUlage by the S~ate 

Government and also financiel'assista~ce from the Taluka 

Panchayat Samiti~. 
. . .• 

Before e.Xaminine; the activities undertaken by the 

Panchayat under study, the compbsl:tion' of the Panchayat -

may be studies. 

The .members q·f the .. Panchayat were ~lected _by the 

. villagers eve~y thrE!e years and for the. purpose of election 
. . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . ~ 

.. ~h~ _ju;t-isdi_ctio~. of 

Since -the inceptiQn . ·. . ' . . .. 

the_panchayat was diviqed ipto .wards~ . . . . . ·' ... •. 

of 'j;he ];>anchay.at -only _once ._the members . . . . . . . , . ' ~ ·. . . . . 

of the _l'an_chayat were elected and since .last. t."fO. terms i.e. 
- . . . , . ....· . . . . ; . -- '. . . . 

1959-62 and 1962-65 they were returned uncontested •. 
. • . . . ·• . . t. . . . 

Further, in-the year 1962-63 eleven membe~s-~hc were 

unanimously elected represented· siX o~t of eight villages 

covered in' the jurisd icticiil of the· Panchaya t. Each of .. 
these six viilages had 'one· o:r two representat'ives·,. 

•· ·. ' ~ ·-

Th~ Sarpi=!nch who belonged to the Sahnusar village 
-· . . . ~ . . -

was young (35 years qld:? an?. ~ad_a_tt~in_~-- edu_cati?.n up~o :the 

primary level. He "f?S veliy. e.nthusiast;i.c _and sincere· in. 
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·-his work. He enjoyed popularit~ not only in his village 

but in the other villages covered in the jurisdiction of . . . . . 

the Panchayat. _Even among official circles, he was 

respected and was selected to attend the panehayat ·training 

camps organised at Kota, _Ajmer and Jaipur by the state 

Government. Of the remaining ten panehes three were 

illiterate, five were able to read and write and one each 

had studied upto 1st and 3rd standard. ·.Almost all the 
I . . . 

cas~es, viz., Raj~ut, Mali, Jat, Harijan,· Chamar, SWami 

etc. were represented on the ;pan{!hayat. _It is noteworthy 

that there were two ·female members who belonged to the 

Harijan caste. EXcept one pancha-whQ was a landless 

labourer all the rest were cultivators. Besides these 

panchas, there was a secreta!Y who ha~ studied u~to the -Xth standard and a peon to look after·· the working of the 
• I 

Panchayat·.· 

"During ·th:e reference ye·ar (Le.- 19"62-63}' 25 
·- ·- ·· · · ····· ···· · · -sa-.ha 

meetings of .,the .panch!'ll&f;were held. while- 2- Gram- ·meetings 

·w~re-: ·orgptiiz.eo: The .. attend.anc.e -~t. ··these meetings was 

'r,~ev:e! below 70 per cc;nt of the panchas/villagers •. The 
. . . . . 

p~rt-icipation-of member'S in the meetings was fair . . 
. . J 

t¥e Sarpanch dominated ~e scene ~nd.other members J 
·, . 

gene:r:ally endorsed his·v~ews._ It is·:noteworthy that the· 
- . . 

female membe~s never· took interest; this was natural in 

a ·tradition-bound. soc-iety of Sahnusar •. The discussion 
' heid in the meeting generally per..tai.ged to apPointment 

' . •,: 

of staff, care of dead animals, inainte;nance of the bull, 

establishment of a school in-each-village, opening a 

cooperative soci~tyJ Jl)ainte.nanQe of cattle pond "etc. 

·. 
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DUring the reference year the Panchayat passed the fellow ... 

ing important resclutio~s:~ . 

. i) to approach the Panchayat Samiti for giving the 

improved seeds,of,bajri to the cultivators; .. 
. ii) to .organize a camp for vaccination to eradicate 

small.. pox; . ·· 

, . , .. , iii) to make efforts to increase the number of · 

school going children • . . . 

Working 2£ ~ Panchayats 

As mention·e2 .earlier~ ·the Panchayat is supposed to 

carry out the obligatorY as weli as d:i..screticnary.funct:l,.ons. . . .. . . 

To what extent .~he .Sa~usar Panchayat has fu:J_filled these 

functions can be studied .with the help of its receip~s .. . . . . 
and payments account. The. re.J,.evant informat:ipn is given 

in the following statement for the year 1962-63 Le. 

reference year. 

------------------------------r--------------------------~---Receip ts Payments 
" Rs.P. Rs;p; 

r:o~;~i;g-B;i;~~;--~--s:92 ___ i:ia;Irii;t;;ti;~-~;:~--i53~i3--
. . .. . .. . . . ~0.12) . (Salary & Travelling) (10.22) 

2.Regular, .• ncome 3633.65 2.Ex:reru;l;iture on Deve- 2015~51 
_(Govt.Grants) (76.17) ·lopment Activities (45.42.) 

3. Irre~ular Income: . . . .(Lil&ra ry' Vikas )~· 
i)Puilic donation 90.eo 3.Constructio.n of Pah-· l300~oo· 

ii)Income through 
sale of skin & 
bones. · 

4'.others, , 
. i) Grazing 

ii) Fees & fines 

(.1.89) chayat Building . · (29.29) 
51.50 . 

(1~08) 

;385.00 
(8. 07) 

.J..31 
(0.03) 
602.75 
( 13.6~) 

... 

4.Expenditure on wel
fare ac:tivitiP.s 
(RecreatiC:n) · 

178.54 
(4.02.) 

5.0 thers (Miscellaneou s.)491. 05 
. (11.00) 

6;Closing Bala!}ce 331.90 

iii) Govt.Finance 
fer electing 
Panchayat 
unanimously _____________________________ ._ _________ :__.:_ ___________________ _ 

Total · · · · · '4770~ 13 · · · · · · .. · 4770~'13 · 
==========~"'~- =--=~.-oo) 
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It· can be seen :from"' the above st<'!tement that 

nearly 46 per cent of the expenditure incurred by the 

Panchayat during 1962,..63 was on development activities. 

It is furthez: · notewoi-thy that another 2}1 p·er cent of the 

expenditure was incurred on the construction of the 

Parichayat building. Among .the development .activities 

undertaken by the Pancbayat·are included su~h activities 

as starting and/or reconstruction of scho~ls in the.villages 

of ~sahriusar, Dakas, Kretha}'las; Graindawas, .Gurdarwas 
of 

and Bairas, purchase•L a bull of superior breed· known as 

11Hariyana" which cc st Rs.400 t0 Rs.800 for~ -each of the 

viUges under the jurisdietion of the pa~chayat; repai:r 

1x:lxm!: of public wells· in the villages ·or Sahnu~sar., Dakas and 

Bairas etc. It. is thus clear· that the Panchayat''has"made· 

a good beg:J,nning in .its activities though it has yet to 

undertake development activities in the field of agriculture 

which is the main stay of the peopie of-the area. It may, 

however, be noted that the· Panchayat and· its leaders; 

especially the sarpanch had helped the· villagers of Sahriusar 

in getting. taccavi loans for ccnstructicn of wells, loans 

for improving th~ breed. of she~p and for developing the . . . 

sheep_ rea:ring activity in the village and ais'? in organiz-
; 

ing a. cooperative credit society in. the villages covered 
. . 

in the jurisdiction·or the Panchayat. Another novel work 

done·by the Panchayat was the re-settlement of the village 

Tehri-Ki Dhani which consisted of 40 households on a ' 

planned basis and the village wa~ named·,, "Marsh Viil~ge~!. 

. . 
Let us now examine. the sources c-f inccme of' ·the·· · 

Panchayat. ·.Again~ th.e·· statement referred· ea·rlier shows 

that 76 · pe~ C!'lpt of the totai receipts of the PanchaYat 
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in 1962-63 was frcm the grants from the government which 

included share in ·ihe land revenue collected from the 

villages in the jurisdiction of the PanohaYat. Next ±n 

importance was the receipts from ihe government for having· 

elected the pan•has unari_imou sly. This scheme. was ,r 

-· 
introduced by the government so. a~. to reduce the chances 

of quarrels and rift which often a_rise among the villagers 

due to election, The other sourtes of inccme were the 

income from grazing land, P?blic dcnaticns, income through 

sale o~ skins a~d ~ones and fines. It is thus clear that 

the ~_anchayat is largely dependent on the government for 
..... 

its x~K~2E~mf income. This is rather inevitable for the· . . . . : 

Panchayat like Sahnusar's which has under its j~risdictiop 

villages which are economically backward .and consequently 

do . not provide. any significant sccpe for mobilising 

resources through imlOosition of taxes, collection of 

public donations etc, 

Finally, most of the villagers of Sahnusar showed· 

their satisfaction towards the working of the Panchayat 
' 

and its leaders. These villagers also expressed their 

willingness to contribute· as much of financial help and 

Shramdan as possible 'for them in the working of th~ 

Panchayat. 

Cooperative Cred·it SocietY: 

Working: 

The societY started. fUnctioning from the 12th . . . . 

:rune 1961 .and within a month it enrolled 144 members- with 
. ' . . . . . 

a share ca~ital of ~.4290. For the year 1961-62, the 

society apFlied for loan Worth eight times its share ca!'ital 
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(i.e. ~-34?20) to the centr~l cooperative bank through the 

Cooperative Department. This loan-was to be advanced tr 

eul tivator-members for kharif cro~s of tha"_year 1961-62 

at·,·the :rate· of:::lls;.? ;.50 p:.e_r· .c.ent. •. :. -_The. ·1oan was,. ~wever, 
' . : . . . .. . . .. ~· .. . ·- . . . 

not received.until.Jun~ l.!;)()? •. Fur.thE!r the loan (i.e. . . : ... ~- . . . - ·- . •. . . . '' -
&.21450) given to the society in Juna"1962 was only five 

. -~ 

times the share capital of the societY • 

. The society_advance;d loans to·the tune of ~.2.1450 

in June. 1962 and duririg "1962-63 it recovered ~.16580. The 

• financial transactions of the society fer the years 

1961-'62. and 1962.;.63 ·are furnished ·in the following 

statements •.. 

Statement of Firianclal Transactions· 
of the society for the year 1961-62 

-----------------------~--------~-------~-------------------Receipts. · · payments 

. -----------------------------------------------~------------Registration Fees .141-. 00. 

Subsidy from Govt. 300.00 

Loan from Bank 21450,00 
1/i thd rawls from 
.s.B.A/c. 
Interest received 
on <leposits. 

3560.86 

93.78 

~;Jec re ta rYs s~l2 rY 
Loan 'advanced 

Interest paid to :Bank 
stationary 

Travelling Expenses 

Bank. shares 

Miscellanecu·s 

Paid tc Bank 

Balance C/F 

150.00 

.21450.00 

109~89 

22.59 

84.15. 

3450.00 

l.Ob 

93.78 

87.26 

------------------------------------------------------------Total &. 25548.67 &. 25548.67 

===--=--==--=--==----=======-.:...-=:::c:::::s====- -====== 
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Statement of Financial Transactions 
of the society for the year .1962-63 

-----~·------·----------------------------------------------
Receipts Rs •. · .. Payments . Rs. 

------------------------·-----------------------------~-----
Cash in hand , 

Recovery of lo?n 

Interest from 
members 

Subsidy from 
Panchayat Samiti 

87.26 Payment of shares 3100.00 

16580.00 Paid to Bank. 14018.44 

744.95 

200.00 

stationary . 2.96 

Travelling Expenses. 10.68 

Miscellaneous 

SeerenarY salary 

Balance ~/F 

5.00 

200.00 

275.13 

--------------------------- ------------------------------Total Rs. 17612.21 . Rs. 17612.21 
=========================================================== 

It can be seen from the statement for the year 

1962-63 that the society did not advance any loans in that 
.. 

year and more importantly, it repaid the share capital 

'(Rs.3100) to its 120.members. Thus, the membership of the 
.. 

scc~~ty declined tC'.24 with .. ashare eapital of Rs.ll90 ahd· 

it ·was found during the course of our surve:y that the 
\ 

societY was almost defunct. The major reason for disinte-

grqtio n of the society lie in the fact that the society 

did. not get loans ·in time and in adequate amount as 

permissible under the .1ct. This had shaken the faith and 

confidence of the members and consequently theY decided to 

clo~e down the society. 

In conclusion, it must be recognised that the members 

· o:r.. the. society were .~u.stitied ·in thei-r complaints regard

ing ·not getting loans as permissibl.e though at thE:l same 
.. 

time· it sl~ould also be- recognised that the members were 

rather impatient in closing down the society. 
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Nav-Yuvak Mandal: 

Nav-Yuvak Mandai, an informal cultural institution 

was started in the .village on.,2lst July 1961. It was orga

nized under the able leadership.of the ·sarpanch of the 

Panchayat. The main aim of the Mandal was to organise 

cultural and recreational activities in the village. 

During the· ye~rs 1961-62 and 1962-63, thE;! recorded 

membership was sixteen all of whom belonged '\;o the Rajput 

.caste. This caste which predcmina'!;ed interms of members,, 

remained secluded from any kind of intermingling with 

.. othe.r ·caste people. 

The organisation was managed. by a managing committee 

of six members. All the six members we~e elected unanimously 

by the rest of the members. Among the six members, one . 

held a post of President, ~ne that of a Secreta·ry, one of 

a joint Secretary and treasurer while the remaining two 
: •;.: 

were: members of the. managing committee. · 

. ·r . 
The examination cf the educational status of. the . 

office-bearers reveals that the President,, Joint-Secretary 

and Treasurer had attained primary level of education 

while secret' ry had studied upto VIII standard. The other· 

two members ·of managing committee were able to read and 

write • . All the six members were in the age group of 

21 - 35 years. 

During the reference period (July 1962 - June 1963), 

eleven meetings of 'general body were held and twelve 

meeting ~f executive committee were conduetee. In the 

generalX body meeting which were held in 1962-63, the 
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:folloWing resolutions pertaining tc various issues were 

passed. 

i) A :fine o:f Rs.S/- would be imposed on a person 

making and drinking wine. 

ii) on every T~esday, the mandal would organise 

a cultural programme. · 

iii) The ylllage well would be cleaned :from time 

to time. 

iv) Efforts .will be made to increase the number of 

.school going children. 

v) The sanitation work would be carried out in the 

village at every fortnight • 

. Except the first resoh1tion, all the resolutio·ns 

were implemented. During the co1.1rse of investigation it 
' 

was found that people had continued to drink wine. 

The mandal was provided by the ' ..- · Panchayat 

Samiti with musical instruments, sports and games material. 

It was therefore possible for the mandal to organise 

various xecreaticnal and cultural activities such as 

Katha, Dt"ama, Folk-songs, games and sports. 

Temple: 

Tem:r;le cannot b.e considered as .formal institution . . 
which is financed by any body of people. However, s inca 

the existence of a temple provides some type of forum 

for intermingling of peorle and it also creates an 

atmosphere of free movement especially by women in the 

tradition bound ·village,_ it is essential to discuss about 

this institution. 
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A temple.wa~ erected at the ccst of Rs.2000/- in 
• . ... - .. ·.;: . .-.··.t·· .. - .;:;::..~.·"·. -~ .. ; : •. ~ ... -'~. --.. ~ ••. ·-~.: •. .. 

the end of MaY 1963 in the village Sahnusar. The people 

of the village united togethe.r for collecting the fUnd to 
. . . . . ... ·r· 

constru~t tP,e temple and thereby made supt"-lication to the 
· · · combination · . 

God o:n the eve of the e~ght FlanetLcalled "Asth grarah". 

The idea was initiated by a person Whc donated 1.8 hectares 

of land on Which a temple may be constructed while the 
I • .-. 

rest of the people of the village contributed money 

according to their miQht. Thus, the foundation cf the . . 

temple was laid on the 4th February 1962 - t~ day of 

Asthgarah and the temple was· completed in May 1963. A 

. priest"'was emJ:loyed .to perfo~ the pujas and other duti~>s 
.. . . . . 

of the :temple and for which he was paid from the income 

'·. 

earned by cultivating the ~emaining land' of 1.8 hectares. 

which was donated. ,The entire income of this land was. 

utilised for maintaining temple. on certain occasions, 

temple had organised various religious functions like 

Katha, Keertan and etc. People took part with keen interest . . . 

', 

in the activities of the temple~ 

Normally every person of any caste or creed is 

permitted ~n a religious place like temple. This was 

however, not true in Sahnusar, as the lower caste people 

were strictly prohibited'from reaching even the varandah 

of the t·emj;,le. But, there was a signif·icant impact of the 

existence of temple in the village i:n regard to .the 

movement of· women in the ·streets of the village. Prior to 

the construction of a ·temple, the women remained in. the 

f~ur walls of ·the house and did not even move in ~e 

streets of the village. BUt ever since the inception cf 

·the tempts the women folk of the village move freely, a 

feature which is worthy of note. 

• The rriest of the temrle was ar;ointec to his post a~d 
· immigratec tl" the villa~EI!:after the reference period 
was over and hence has not bee~ covered by our survey. 
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CHAPTER· III ~ CASTE & §QCIAL STRUCTURE 

It is };;reposed to stcdy in this· chapter, two major 

social institutic·n·s viz.;· caste 'and family o·f the society 

.of Sahnu·sar. Be'sides, an attempt will be made to study the 

change ·in ·the .social Values of the people: and leadership 

and power strUctUre in the village. 

Caste System: 

The distinct feature of the Hindu SocietY is the 
. . 

caste system-which manifests itself in the social 

hierarchy it assigns t(' the p"eople of different castes.· 

Sahnusar was.no exception to-this. ·Among the four main 

castes in. the viliage the highest so'cial rank was obtained 

by the Brahmins followed by Rajputs-, Mali and Chamarp·· · 

Although there were four castes in the Village. 

Rajputs were the dominant social group, there being 27 

(out of 36) househo16s with 18C'- (out c-f 204) persons which 

belonged to this caste.. The· second biggest community was 

the chamars who accounted. for seven households with 2~ 

persons.- out of the remaining two households, one· each 

belonged to- the Brahmin and Mali Castes. 

·In the traditional Hindu soci~tY caste determined 

the occupation to be followed by an individual or a 

household. In order to examine this characteristic in ... . 
Sahnusar the households were distributed according to 

• • ' I . . ! 

their. castes and principal occupations (se.e table III-1). . . ~ . . . - -· . - •.. .. -- ..... 
It can be observed ti:cim tliis "table that the ·aforesaid. 

characteristic of·the caste -~Ystem was.verY.~uch in 
' ' ' 

existence in the· village as 'the dominant group viz.' 
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Rajpu.ts, followed: th-eir anc·estral occupation ·vizo; cultiva

tion. The.exception..tcth~ above statement were the 
. ·- .. -· . ~ . ' .. 

households belonging to Bra~in; _Mali and Chamar castes, 

even as subsidiarY ~-ccu:pat:i.On they did not pursue their 

~_nee S:tq_rl:!.' _occupations.· 

Table III-1 

Distribution- of households by castes and 
Principal oc.cup~tions. 

-------------·---------------------------------------------- - ····primary· . · .. Cultiv!l,.• 
occupation tion 

Caste. 

Service Agricul
tural 
labour 

Total no. 
·of house..;.· 
holds. 

------------------.. -------------·---------------------------. · · Ra.jpu t_ · ·· 27 - - 27 

Chamar· 
.. .. 
3 4 7 

Brahmin - l -· l 

Mali 1 .. l 
-----------~-----------------------------~-----------------

Total 30 2 4 
===~=====----=-===t=--===========-~=---==============----

However,. in Sahnusar those who exhibited a deviation 

from the:ir aricestr·al· occupations were smali in· number • 

. This was. because -of the absence of avenues of employment, 

and lliore importantly, the lack of education and enlightenment 

among people. 

The existence of feudal nature of the society in. 

Sahnusar is further corroborated by the data on economic 

well-being (as reflected in income) of households belong-- . . . . 

ing to dif~erent castes (see Table III-2). Thus, while a 

majority (5 out of 7) of Chamar households earned an 

annual income of less than ~.1200 more than 50 p~r cent 

of the Rajput households earned lll()re than ~.1200 annuall_y. 

The influence of caste system in ihe soc.ial sphere may 

now be examined. 
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Table I.II-2 

Distributicn of .households by caste· & income 
groups 

. ---------~---------~ 1;~~;;7---------:s;;h;i;-~R;j;~t--M;li. Chamar Total 
groups. 
_.:., _________________ ..:.-----~~---------------.-~-----~~-----
Lower Income: 

0 - 600 

601-1200 

3 

9 

-· 
1 

4 . 7 

1 11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Sub-Total ' .. - -- - - - - -
Middle Income 
1201-1800 

- -
1 

.. _, ...... ' . . . -.. -·· ' .. : " .. , .. 
1801-2400 
- - - - - - - ~ -
·Sub-Total 1 - - - -. - - - - -

··H-igher· Income: ---

2401 & above 
- - - - - - - - -
Sub-Total 
-·- - - - - - - - - -

12 1' 
- - ·- - - - -

7 
·- ~- .... -~ ..... 

3. - - - - -
10 ------

5 

-· -5 

1 

1 

- '18 -·- ;.. - --

- - -- -· - -
2 13 ------

5 
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - -

5 5 --- ---~---- -.-----
Grand· Total· .. 1'.. . 27 . 1 ... 7 36 .. 

===============~~----=============~================== . ·. . . ·. . ....... . 

UntouchabilitY: 

In the social system of Sahnusar village, Chamars 

w~re. ~cnsidered as untouchables~. out 'of 36 households~ 
seven households were of untouchables. Their pop'ulation 

was 22. All the other three castes viz~·; Brahmin; RajiJUt 

and Mali observed untouchabilitY. There were certain areas 

where the untouchability was maintained. For example, 

:Higher caste people did !lot sit on the cot of a Chamar. 

Further ·the former -did not accept water or focd (cooked 

or uncooked) .fro.m the ha.nds of untouchables. The. ChaQj.SJrs 

were not allowed to. draw water from the :t:ublic we.ll in the 

village, nor were they allowed to enter the temple· 

·Untouchability. was further refl.ected in the separa:'!e resi

·dential· localitie.s of the untouchables and the Savarna 

Caste people. 
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Howeve~, it is interesting to point_out that so 

far as economic relations as reflected in the empl0yment of 

labour were concerned .untouchabilitY was not observed, 

Chamars were employed as agriculturallabourers_by Rajputs 

with0ut any inhibition. In fact, Chamars who worked as 

attached labourers lived in the baithak part of the Raj~uts' 

residential houses. Thus, on the whole, untouchabilitY 

was observed more rigidly in the field of social rather 
'. 

than economic rel,ations. Finally, out of 29'-heads of 

l:lOuseholds of the Savarna castes ~3 opined· that the practi

ce of untouchability had neither increased nor declined. 

Marriage Practices: 

Marriages were universal in allthe ~astes; theY 

were permitted _within the castes only; viilage exogamy was 

strictly prevailin~. Even there was a territorial restri

ctions. In this regard, information was available about 

Rajputs and Cha~•rs only. Rajputs were compelled to marry 

within the· radius of 80 kilometers around Sahnusar; Chamars 

also had to ob_serve sim.ilar restrictions. -In the case of 

Chamars, -there was-.a caste ranchayat, which had prescribed 

the ·rules of marriages. Rules were changed with the 

consent of all the members. Five years- ago, the village 

- Fanchayat decided that the bride price would not be 

accepted by .. its members. The decision of the Fanchc.:,yat 

was fully implemented. 

Among Chamars, the marrhtie ag9" of girls· and boys 

were aro~nd ;2 and l?.;;e~~ectively, while ~mong Rajputs 
-. _ yr:;.e.rs _ 

ages were 15 and 20Lrespectively, 
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:Cowry system prevd led among Rajputs; although the 

chang~ in the rates of dowry was not recorded. However, in 

this re·spect, the opinion of the heads of the households 

was sought; out of 27 households of Rajput, 12 househqlds 
. . . 

reported. that the dowry had increased during .the last ten 

years, while one household opined that it had· decrea'sed .•. 

The remaining 14 households opined that dowry had neithe.r 

decreased nor increased. 

Widower's remarriage was allowed in all the four 

castes. But widtt'!lls remarriage was only allowed in Chamar 

caste. Brahmins, Rajputs and Malis did no·t·permit widow 

remarriage. 

Family: 

Here two tyPes or·ramily has been .. taken into 

consideration ~ Nucleated .and Joint. A nugleated family is 
"·1; . 

66mposed of husband and wi~e and unmarried children. A 

family which. is no.t 'nucleated.' is treated as 'joint•. 

According to this definition, 23 out of 36 house

holds in the village were nucleated; indicating thereby 

the decline of joint family institution. It was reported 

that often a family disintegrated after the death ·of the· 

father, when the brothers sought separation and division 

of propertY. The cases of separation between father and 

sons were also present •. I.t 1,o;as also reported that most of 

the heads of nucleated t8milies were·separated from their 

parents as soon as theY married o.r within two or three 

years after their marriage. In most of the cases, women 

were reported responsible for the separation. Quarrels 

among women was also responsible for disintegration of 

families. 
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Four househc].ds of Chamars and one household each 

of Brahmin and Mali which were nucle.ated households were 

separated on account of exigencies of service • 

Leadership ~'!oWer structure: 
. I 

· In Sahnusar, Rajput was a dominan~ caste, economi

cally, soc:l:allY and politically. on the other hand, Chamars 

were in minority and economically· _poor~ It was found that 

.in Sahnusar the Rajputs p;redominated the leadership arxl 

power struc~ure; as mentioned in Chapter II , only one 

leader (Rajput) was r_esponsible for organizing any type 

of Institution in the village. 

Frier to' the present generation of leadership, 

leadership was in the hands of another family of Rajp~t., 

who was appointed as Patel by the head of the princely State 

for collecting land revenue. Although he_had he· school 

education, he was able to read and sign. He owned more 

than 20 hectares of land which was substantially .higher 

than that of others.· By virtue bf revenue power and 

richness he dominated the wh::Jle village. He w.as considered 

the leader of the ·village Sahnusar. 

After the princely states were abolished, the 

leadership was shifted to another Rajput family. A member 
- .. . . 

of this family was elected as. a· Sarpanch of the village .. 
ranchayat. This leader had not attained the 'dominant 

position by virtue of any hereditary righ~. In other 

words, he did not bE') long to Mukhia family, which· enjoyed 

the status of Revenue Patel in the days of Princely State. 
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This new leader. was 35 years old and had studied 

upto primary ievel. He owned 30 hectares of land and hence 

his main occuration was fultivation. The net annual income 

of his family ·in 1962-63 from all sources was ~.5091. In 

fact, this was the richest famiiy in the village. For this 
•• .. • ·-.'·. .• :. • • -· • II' • -· . 

reason it may be said that his economic status seemed to be 

responsible for his leading position iri the village. 
. . 

However, his genuine qualities e'nterprise, imagina-

ticn and belief in new and progressive ideas etc. were also 

greatly responsible for his status in the·village. He·wae 

also the Chairman of Cooperative Credit Sodiety, Nav-Yuvak 

Mand al and Sarpanch of the ranchaya t. His P!PPulari ty can 

be judged from the fact that 'lie had been unanimo'usly '· . 

elected in the three subsequent terms of ~he Fanchayat. 

Social Values: 

The examination of soci~l values of. the people 

provides a ground t9. j~dge .how far people .ware awakened. to 

modern ideas and values~ .This. study was done with the help 

of an Attitude and Opinion survey. It ':"'as revealed from 

discuss1on wit!: .. the. villagers. as w.ell 'as .from Attitude and 

Opini0n Survey that prio;r to 1952, tbe villagers had ~. 

very conservative views on female educatiGn. In the course 

of ten years, ·attitudes of villagers had ·undergone perce

ptible change. The lo .. cal leaders on the persuaaion ·of 
. ' ·. 

Government persuaded th~ villag.ers. to send their daughters 

to school. Their efforts had :t.-roved worthy and yielded a 

desiral;lle result. it is evident from the Attitude and 
. • : . r , : , . • 

Opinion survey that nearly 75 per cent of the heads of 

the hous~holds h~d ~hown thei~ wiilingness to.~ducate · 
their daughters atleast upto the primary level. Only 



25 per cent had disfa~oured female education. Among Rajputs 

22 out of 'Z7 heads of households, had supported the female 

ed_ucaticn. Finally, that the attitude towards female 

education had undergone a desirable change can also be 

seen from th~ fact that only ope out of 52 adult women was 

literate while among female children seven out of seventeen 

were found literate. 

As regards status of women, the attitude of people 

towards women takinc; up any occu:~:-ation had remained 

traditional. Most cf the Rajput women did not work on the 

fields of their families though they did look after dairY

int;;. Only a few Rajput women were observed going to fields 

tp give meals tc. their men folk. Women of the ~jput caste 

remained ill rurdah. 

The attitude towards marriage practices and widcw/ers 

remarriages have been discussed earlier and hence need not 

be repeated. 

Family Planning: 

Twenty-five of the 36 heads of the households in 

Sahnusar were aware of the idea of family planning and were 

also in its favour. However, ncne of ·them except three Rajput 

males had undergone the o~eratie:n for family planning 

belonged to income groups Rs.1201 to Rs.l800, Rs.l801 to 

Rs.2400 and Rs.240.1 and above. one of these three had 

studied upto 5th standard while the remaining two. were 

able to read and write. 

Five Year rlans; 

Twenty-seven of the 36 heads of households in the 

village were aware of five year plans in general and their 



38 

' ' 
objectives. These heads of househo.lds· showed their willing-

ness to.· contribute bo~h voluntarY .labour and small savings 

to fulfil the objectives of the plans. 

Bhcodan ~ Gramdans 

Bhoodan and Gramdan ·movements were less known as 

compared to the Five 'Year rlans. · It was found that out of 
. . ' ,· - . 

as·heads of households only 20 had heard about Gramdan and 
..... 

Furthermore, as regards .the usefUlness 

of these movements 15 heads of househoNs did not reply, . •,. 
another., 6 showed ind'ifference while five showed positive . 

disfavour to these movements. . . 

overall Observation: 

The society of.Sahnusar was highly tradition-bound. 

It was virtually single caste society as the other castes 

were insignificant, numerically, economically,,sccially as 

well as politically. The system of joint family was on ·the 

decline. The social. values of the t-eople· were· Still 

traditional though modez:n ideas were known to them • 

••• 
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CHAPTER IV: PQFULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

SECTION I 

·Tctal Households ~ Iopulation 

According tc our survey the popu"lation of Sahnusar 

in the year l962-63 was 204 in 36 households,_ giving an 

aver~ge size of. 5.6 perscns per hc.usehold. ·But according 

t?: j;he J961 census_,, the populat:!.on of ~ahnusar was l5e. _in 

25_ households. Thus, there was a net increase of 46 persons 

and of ll households by the end-of 1963. A part of this. 

inc+ease was due to net increase in population (13 persons) 

during 1961 and 1962; :for .lack of detailed information, 

the remaining i~crea~e in the population of the village can 

not be explained. 

DensitY Qf Population:. 

The average density of population in Sahnusar was 

30.6 persons per sq.kilometer. · Jls against this, the average 

d-ensity of population in the District a.rxl Tehsil worked 

out to 106 and 93 persons per sq.kilometer respectively. 
. - ~ .... -· 
Trnis the -pr6ssure of popuiatiOn was comparatively less in 

the Village under study. 

HQusehQld: Size:· 

The average _number of persons per household in. 

-Sahnusar was rather small (5.66) in view of the fact that 

30. 0ut of 36. households pursued cultivation as their 
•: 

.. . . .. . . . . . .. -· . 
. principal means of' livelihood. Hcwever, -·this is expiafned 

by the. existence of .preponoeran.ce .o.f" nu'cl~~ted ho~seholds; 
. . . .. . .. . .• .. . . - . 

't~ir number· being 23 out of .36 households in .. the village. 

Ex:cludlng one household in which' actual number of persons 
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was JB, in all other households the actual number of 

persons varied· fro~- ~~~--~to· 'il:ifrteen•·: Further,:. a J~tJ.le more 

than 50 per cant of the households in Sahnusar were 

'medium size• households having 4 t~· 8- in~'mbers, while only 

about one-sixth of-the hOuseholds were, •big'. in_size having 
.. . 

more than eight membe.rs. 

The examination of the above classifier tion of 

househ~lds into tbree 1JiZeS by different castes (see table 

IV-1) ·.reveals that among Rajputs· 'med iumt'· size households 

were predominant (17 out of 2?) while among Chamai's 4 out . 
. . 

of 7 hotiseh,olds were "small" in size. The ·average size of 

a household among Rajputs was 6~6 whereas among Chamars 
. . .. ' , . .· .. 

it was 3,1; this may suggest that the ·economic conditions 

of Chamars was poorer than that of Rajputs. ·The data on 

distributton of households by income and caste groups (see 

Table III-t}also reveals that richer strata of the society 

was mainly composed of Rajput caste. 

Table IV-1 

Distributicn of :a..'useholds •by their size and 
caste groups. 

· .. :·. 

--~-aa:5te ______ Brahiii:r.n----ikjput:---Marr~-·cnaiiiars ___ Totsi-
groups. · 

House-
hold 
size 
----------------------------------------------~-------------Small 1 5 
(1-3) (100.00) (18.52) 

Medium 17 
(~-8) (62.s;l~) 

Bi' , . -· 5 
(9 & above). (18 .52) 

1 
(100.00) 

., . 

:. : .. 4 . ·· .. 
(57.14) 

2 
(28,57) 

1 
·' (14.29) 

11 
(30.56) 

19 
(52,77) 

6 
(16 ,67) . . . . 

------------------~~--------~-------------------------------Total ·· 1 · ·. '2!7 · 1 · · ... 7 . · ·· 36 
. (100. 00) (100. 00) (100. 00) ( JO o. 00) ( 100.00) 

·--~----------- ..... -----------------------------------------------
Average size ' 1. 6_.6. 1. ;3.1 5.6 
of household. ' 
=~=====--------- ------~------=-= -·---------. . --. . ------------
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Table IV-2 

Distribution of ropulation by Age and Sex. 

(Figures in brackets indicate percentages) 
·. _,. 

----------------------~-·-----------------------------------

Age groups · . 
(Years) . 

Male Female Total No.of females 
per 10c0males 

------------------------------------------------------------Below 1 ye~~ 2 1 3 500 

1 .. - 4 11 16 27: . 1454 

5 -i4 39 20 59. 513 
-----------------------------------------------------~------SUb-total 52 37 ·I 89 712 

(45.21) (41.57) (43.63) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -
15 - 24 20' 15 35 750 

25 -34 15 17 . 32 1133 

35 44 12 6 J8 500 

45 - 54 7 7 14 1000 

55 -59 1 : 1 -----------------------------.------------------------------
sub-total 

60 ·- 64 

65 - 74 

75 &'above 
. ' 

- - -
.. ~ 

' 

54 
(46.96) 
- - - -

-4 

3 

·2 

. 46 .100· 
(51.68) (49. 02) 
- - - - - .:. - -

2 6 ' . 

3 6 

1 3 
. . . 

852 

- - - -
500 

1000 

500 

------~~-----------~-------·----~--------------------------~ Sub-total · 9 
(7.83) 

6 . 
. (6. 75) 

15 . 667 
(7 .35) . 

-------------------------------------~-------~--------------
Grand Total 115.. 89 204 

(100.00) (100.00) (100.00) . . . . · .. - . -. · .. ; . . . : . '. :·· . 

774. 

.. . ===:::s====-==-- =-===--=-- --==~============ --~ 
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Age ~Sex Ccmrosition: 

The distribution of J_:;opulatic n by age and sex as 

g~ven- in the table IV.-2. revee;I._?_._ that_ 44 .. per cent of __ the 

t6tal population was .below 15 years, 49 per cent was 

between -the .ages 15- and 59 and the remaining 7 per cent was . . . . .. . ~ ~ . . - -. . . . 

above 59 years. Thus, .ll the populatici! l;>eloW lq years 

and those above 59 years is considered ·1nproductive, 51 

percent of ·the -population of Sahnusar _was _u_nproductive. 
' .... 

However, of this 51 pE?r cent unproductive population, 44 
.. -· 

per cent represented the potenti.ai workf~rce, as they·were 

children. 

Unlike the sex ratio in Tehsil which was 1064 

females for 1000 males, the sex-ratios in the State as well 

as District were 908~1000 and 964~1000 respectively.in 

.. 1961. In this _respec_t Sahnusa:r:, l;lad the. ,most adverse sex

ratio; the sex-ratio b~ing ·774:1000. ·· The· adversely-low 

sex-ratio ·-in the. village seemed to be a historical ·: 

phenomenon though it was little aggra~ated d~e to the _fact 

·that-in -six households s:j.x male§ whc imm~·rated tc the 

v~l,lage did not b.~ing tl_le~~ wives w:l,th them~ q:'he sex-ra~io 

was iow in all th~ age-:groups except in the groups '1•4, .. 
- . . . . . . . .. . . 
25-34, 45-54 and 65-74 years • 

. ~ . . 

Marital Status g_f ,!he. fopulations 

Of the total population in the village 44.6 

per cent was married, 50.5 per cent was unmarried and the 

remaining 4.9 per cent was widowed. 

The examination of marital status in different age 

groups (see table I~_-3) reveals that the child marriages 

were almost absent; only one female child in the age group 



Table rv:.3 
Marital Status of P-opulation by age groups. 

&: Sex •. 
' . 

~;:-----~~--unmarrrea----~--Marrrea----------wrdowzer-----Grant-Totai------

groups M F T M · F T M F T M F T 
(yrs.) 
-------------------------------------------------------------~-------------Below 
1 year 

1-4 

5-14 

2 

11 

39 

1 3 

16 . 27 

19 . ' 58 1 1 -· 

- 2 1 

- 11 16 

- 39 20 

3 

27 

59 --------------------------------------
sub- 52 36 88 - 1 1 - - 52 37 89 
Total (100.0)(97·29X9B.87) · (2.71)(1·13) (100.0X100.0X100.00) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
1~·24 12 .. 12 El 15 23 - 20 15 35 
25""34 2 2 13 17 30 - 15 17 32 
35-44 12 5 17 1 1 12 6 18 
45-54 7 5 12 2 2 7 7 14 

. . . -. ... . 
55-59 1 1 1 1 
sq£:-----:;;r----=----:;4----45 ____ 43 ---ar---:-----3----r-54 ___ 4g----:;oo---
Total (25~42) (14.00)(74•0BX93·48~3·00) (6.52X3.00X100.0X100.0X100.0) 
--------------------~------------------------------------------------------60-64 ~ 3 3 1 2 3 4 2 6 
65-74 1 1 i 1 ·3 2 . 2 3 3 6 
75 & ~- .. . 1 - 1. 1 2 2 1 3 
above· sub'----;:;--:-.- 1 - -.g-- 1- -7-- 2-- 5--7- -9-- 6-- 15--
total (11 .11) ( 6 .66).( 66 .67)(16 ~67X46 .6't(22. 22 XB3 .33)(46~61,( 1 oo.Of100 .·ox 10010) ----------------------------"'!'------------------.----------------------------
Grand 67 36 103 46 45 91 2 8 10 115 69 204 
Total (5S.26)@0·4SX50·49X 40 •. 00X50·56l44•61l1· 7 4)~ ·99X4·9CllOo.o)(100.oX 10o.oo) 
==~======~o=========D======================a===~====o=~=••.aa•~~===== 
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of 5-14 years was reported married. ·HoWever, the incidence 

of marriage incre.ased. remarkably after the. age of 15 ye~rs 

.ia.S .. attairieifl:iy a·pets.on; ·In·fact, amo~g.f~~.le.s .. there ...... . 
. . . .-~--- . -·-. ' . .. . ~ ............ -.··-· . . -- .- ---:. . .. ··- -~- . -. 

was not a single case of unmarried in the age. groups 15-24 · 

~~d ··abo.ve.As egain_st··this; among·· males, .remarkably. ~nou_g_~, . 
. -~. 

there were 12,- a and 1 cases of unmarried in the age groups 
.. 

15-24, 25-34 and 65-74 respectively. 

It is noteworthy that ·aut· of ten widowed persons-

·eight· were widows while .only two.were widowe~s. FUrther, 

the cases of widows unlike widowers were' found even in the -· . 

35-44 and 45-54 age groups. 

Vital Statics; 

.Dat~_on birth ·and deaths· were ccllectE!d from two 

sources viz. ranchayat records and our survey:· ·na"ta "from. 

both these sources tallied. The data of vital statics_are 

furnished· in --the- T.able IV,-~ w.hich _reveals that both the . . . 
absulute humber of'bir'ths and. the crude ,birth-rate (calcu-. .. . . - -. -. ·- . . . - . . . . . 

l.ated per iooo of !llhl-year populatio~·j :·increased···con"t\"inuoU·slY . . . . 

from 1958 "to 1962"except for the y~ar J959; the number of 

births inc rea sed from 6 in 1958 to 10 in 196 2, except in 

the year 1959 when it declined to 3. Similarly the crude 

birth rate increased from 34 per 1000 in 1958 to 55 per 

1000 in 196~. However, in 1959 it was cnly 16 per 1000. 

Deaths were caused mainly due to small-pcx and 

typhoid. Out of seven deaths in the last five years, 4 

were in the age group 1-4 years. 

Sex-wise examination of birth-rate did not show 

any consistent trend of either increase or decrease over 

~he five years under study, In contrast to both the 



Table IV-4 

Birtns, Deaths and Growth Rates in last five years. 

---------------~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---~-------year No. of Birth No.of neath Natural increase· crude birth rate crude neath rate ·Grow:th rate per 
'· per 1000 of per 1000 of 1000 of population 

J20J2ulation po:eulation 
Male Fema- Total Male.Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total · .•. le " . . 

----------~-------~-----------------------------------------~-------------------------------------------~---------------------
·1958 5 1 6 5 1 6 !)0 13 34 - 50 13 34 

1959 - 3 3 3 3 - 38 16 - "' 38 16 
l .. , . 

·0 1960 '.3 4 7. 1 1 2 2 3 5 28 49 . 38 9 12 10 19 37 27 
""" I 

.. 
26 

.., . 
t; 1961 '5 3 8 2 2 4 3 1 4 47 36 48 19 24 21 28 12 

1962 6 4. 10 1 1 6 ~ !J 54 46 55 11 5 54 35 45 
'. 

. . - - - - -- ~ - - ...... -.... -.--.. -.-.-.-.-. -.-. -.-.-.- .- .-. -.-.- .- .-....... -.-. -.-.- ..... -.-. ~-- ..... _ . .-. -.-.-.-.-.-.. -. -. -.-. ~-· -. -. -. -. -· . . . . . . . . . 
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births and birth-rate the absolute number of deaths and 
' 

death-rate in the :village were small. Further ;the aV:erage 

birth-rate for five years for Sahnusar was 38 per 1000 
.... ··-· 

whicli' was lower than the all India birth rat~ of 41.7 
I • . . 

per !V:e in 1961. ·.'The death rate in sahnusa'r was 7 per 
. ' 

1000 while in the ~6untrY as a whcle it was 22.8 per . 

1000 in 1961. 

The high birth rate and loW death rate in the village 

obviously rr:sulted :·,into high populat :ion growth :rate of. 2.0\· 
• 

per cent. ~s agairi'st this, the populat :ion growth rate; in 

India was 2.1 per cent in J961. 

Migration; 

Till ]962-63, six persons belonging to five house-· 
. . 

holds of the village had migrated to different :r·Iaces, · 
' 

while six persons in six households hadimmigrated.to the 
·.~ 

Let us ·examine the features·$ of emig'rants and: 

immigrants in detail·. 

Emigration: 

.• 

Of the six persons·who migr&ted from the village, 

one !Dig rated in 1959· ' ., three in 1960 and the remaining two 
I . 

in 1962. .All th€ em-i.;rants belonged to the Bajput: caste;. 
. I I . ! . 

The re~son for migration in the case of all the six 
! 

em!brants was that they obtained employment either• in 

government or in the.private sector outside the· village.· 

It is noteworthy that of the six emigrants four'. joined t~e 

Indian Military Service; of these, two. joined at the 
., 

time of the Chinese aggression~ At the time of: Chinese 

aggression. in our country in 1962, a gcod' number or· 

persons of Sahnusar had tried to. join military service. 
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However, only two ·su~ceeded in their attempts. 

Examining the age structure of cutmigrants, it was 
' 

found that four of them who took up MilitarY Services 

belonged to the age _groups of 18 to 21 years, while the 

remaining two belonged to the age group of ·30 to 40 years .. 

None of•the emigrants, except one who was a peon in the 

government service w~s literate. The peon was able to ·· 

read and write. 

The total annual. income earned by the emigrants was 

Rs.4880; the maxil'l\um being lls.9oo·, and the minimum being 

Rs.720. The total amount of remittances sent by them to 

the village was Rs.1020 which formed 1.99 per_cent of the 

village income in 1962-63. 

Immigration:· 

As mentioned· earlier,. six persons in six households 
< 

had immigrated to Sahnusar. out of these, 3 households had 
... ,.;.. 

immi~rated to the village during 1940-47, whil~ the 

. re'maining three came redently, i.e.' during 1960-61 •. 

All these six immigrants hailed from the adjoining 

villages of Sahnusar. Further, of the six immigrants, 

four belonged to the Ch?mar caste while one each belonged 

to Brahmin and Mali castes. 

As regards the occupations pursueci' .. by the immijfrants 

in the village, .two were in government servic~ (one was 

Gramsevak and another a school. teacher) while the remain.o 

ing four worked as attached labourers with ·thre·e RBjput 

families.-
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F!ve immit;rants belon.~.ed tc the age groups of 

20-30 years, while the rest one was cf over 50 years. Two 

immigrants had attained education up to hlgh ~chocl level, 

while th~ remaining four were illite-~ate. ·' 

It was. reported that immigrants were married at the··: 

time of·migration. Two immigrants who were single at the 

time of.migration, repo_rted that theY were married later 

on. Two were .unmarried. Another common feature among .... 

immigrants ·was that all of them had come without their 

wives and/or parents. This·is because· they came· from nearby 

vn{~~~s· and. which they generally. v:i.s:i ted.· every sun~ay. 
. . 

The tpta:L· annua;t income earned by the immigrants · . . . . -. 

was Rs.4006 in 1962-63; t~e ~aximum being Rs .• l272 ·and the · 

minimum being Rs.404. The total remittances sent by them 
. . 

to their families was Rs.880 in the year 1962-63. 

Finally, the total re:uittsnces received by the 

viUage was Rs.1020·, while those sent'from the village was 

Rs.880; thus leaving· a ·net benefit of Rs.l40.. 

· : SECTION' II 
. . . . 

ln this se.ction we shall study the .level of literacy 

and educational attainme!lt of the· popul,a,tion which is one 

of the· indicators of the quality of rop~lat1on. The ·other 

indicator of the quality of population viz;. health of th~ 

p_eople_ has already been discussed in an earlier chapter. 

Education and· Trainings 

. out of 204 pei>ss:ms in ·the village 51 were literate; 

thus the literacy ratii:Y was 25 per ce'nt' .• : The literacy 

ratio in Sahnusar was higher than the corresponding ra'tios 
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for the District 
' 

( 16 p'er cent) and ' fo·r the state (lS. per 
; 

cent). Howe,ver, the literacy ratio among adults .was 

24 per cent whereas amr:dll~ children it' was 43 per cent; 

indicating. thereby a gradtial.increa se in the spread c f 
. ' 

iUteracy in the village. The factors: responsible: for this 

welcome change were the a~ailpbi1ity, df:~acility for free 
: l ! 

' . 
schooling and the awareness of the value~ cf educat.ion. 

The analysis of educational status of adults .by 
' 

age-groups arid s~x (see' table · IV-5) reyeals that though 

,literacy 'ratio among adillts was. 24 per' c~nt the percentage 

of litera,t~s among adUlt· man was•hi&h· (43) than that 

among adult women, which was only 2 per cent. The low 
. ; . . ' :· . . . ! ... 

literacy r~t:i.o ,among adult wom~n was d-qe· to the absence 

of tradition' to educate women in the rural societY• The 
.• i 

: . : I . , 

on~y litera~e wo~en in the village was ~O'years old. 

Remarkably snough,. ti:,J.e p,ercentqge pf literates among men 
: ' 
~-. 

was almost con•ersely related to the age-groups. This shows 

that with t}?.e 'pasi:lage of' time the 

literacy am6ng men was increasing 

rate of spread of: 
' . I 

; • I , 
though gradually.: Finally, 

the practic~ of receivin~ education beyqnd! prima~Y level 
. t . • • 

was of recent origin and hence 18 cut of 28 literat~s 
' I 
I I ' 

in the village were just able to read arid write • 
. ' 

The 'study of literacy in the two; ma,in castes, ·viz,, . . . 
Rajput and Chamar .in the 'village shows that the ~ercientage 

I . - ' . ·: 

of literacy ~as 25 among Rajputs while among Chamars it 
I . 

was only 6, '(see table IV-6). Furthe~6re, the inhibi
l 

tion a~ainst female educaticn was found to exist in ~oth 
I . 

the castes. ;Lastly, the two males belonging to Brahmin 

and Mali castes had attained high schoo.l education, while 
1 • ~ : • • • 

. . 
non~ of the Rajputs or Chamars had attained this educational 
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Table IV-5 

.Educational attainment 'bf adults by sex and age groups. ~-

_________ • __________ .:_ _________________ . ___ ~ __ ... _____ ~--:------------------------------~-.:..-'!"" ________ ~:~---.;,-----------------------------
Age· . Illiterate Literate with. different levels ofeducation .. Total no. of. Grand total of 
groups, Literate but Upto primary Upto Middle High School Above High literates· :adults 
(rrs.) , . not attained level school :.scheol. 

primary 
·iiCI .· ol. 

: ' 

M" f '!I' M F T M F T M F T M F T: M F T M F.. 'T M F T _.,:. ___ ~7----------:--------~--------------------------~: .... ___ :;. __ _: ___ :..;,~----:-:------~~------~---~------·---~~----------:..---------------~---
15-24 

25""34 

35 ... 44 

45-54 

55~ 59 

60-94 

65-74 

9. 14 2.3 5 1 6 

7 

7 

5 

3 

3 

17 24 
.· 

6. 13 

.T 1~ 

1 1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

5 5 

4 

2 2 

1 

.-. 

4 4 :·1 1 1 

2 2 - .1 

1 1 - ·-
.. 

- .... 

1 .,. 11 1 12 20. 15 ~'5 

1 8 8 15 17 
Q 

32-' 
I : ... 5 5 12 6 18 
' 

2 2 T 7 1.4 

- ... 1 1 

1 1 4 2 6 

3 3 6 

75 & 2 1 }.· - .. .• - ,.. "" 2 1 3 

!~~!~---~-----------------------------~--------------------~------------------~---~--------------------~-------~-----------------
Total 36 . "'51 8f 17 1 18 .·7 7 1 . 1 2 . 2 .. - 27 1 . 28 . 63 52 115 

=====~~============~~=============~~~===~·· ~===~=~=-~=~==~===~~~~=====~~===~============·. ==-~=~==========~=--=========== 

" ~ 



Table IV-6 

Educational attainment of adults by sex·•and castes. . 
· (Figures ~n:'';rl'.ckets are percentages) 

. --------------------------------------------------------------:---------------------------'----------------------------------
caste Illiterate Literate but not primary l Middle Highschool ·Above H~gh Total 
groups attained school school 

M F T M F T M F T 11: F T M F · T M F T M F T . ; 

-------------------------------------------------~------------~-------------~------------------------------~---------------------
Rajput . 27 45 72 16 . 1 17 7 7 .· 1 1 .,. ...; 51 46 . 57 

(511-94) .(97.83)C74·23) _(31-37)( (11·52)(13-.73) (7.23)(1.1}6). (1.03) ''(100.0)(100.))(100.0) 

other· 
Hindus , 

chamar 9 6 15 1 
(90.00)' (93·75) ( 

1 

_, - 2 -. 2 2 2 

,.. -. 10 6 16 . 
: _(1oo.oo)(1oo.o)(-ioo~~) ~ 

~ I ; ,... , 

. . . 

--------------------------------------------------------------------·-----------------------------.;;.---~---------------------•---- I . . . . . 

Total 36 51. 87 17 1 18 7 - . 1 1· . 1 2 
(57 .15)(98.07)(:75.65) (26.98)(1·93) (15.65X11.11) (6.o9X1-58) (0.8\)(3-18) 

2 
(1.74) . 

...;: 63 52 115 . 
( 100.0) ('oo.e)( ,oo.d) 

. ' . . . . 

-----------------------·--~------------~-------------------------------------~--------~---------------------~--------------------



5~ -

status, though ei~ht Ra~pU:ts ~ad studie<ll upto prirpary and 

middle school level. 

Education Facilities .§.!!9. Education Among Children: 

In the year 1949, a'sbhool'was'started; fn:SahtlUsar. 

In the early days, schopl irpparted. educ!Btion. upto; thEj· IV · 

standard, but later on it started im~arting· tne eaucaticn 

upto ~standard·. The sphacl had its own ~ucca building 
• 

with two big rccms each! of 18~39 sq.m~t?rs ana: an: at:tached 

Verand~h of 4lx81 sq.me~ers. ; The State Government gave a . 
subsidy to the tune ot: as.l500: fer the construction of: a 

......... -..,. . : 

school building while village!t's cob tribu ted Bs.445Q for the 

same purposes. The new: schccJ .. buildin,; was completed, in the 

year 1962. The school was run by the State Government. There 
• 

was only one teacher whp was i:lppointed by the Govel\llment. 

He was educated upto the hit;h school leyel. LoWer caste 
; ' . ' . . . ' 

children were also allowed to study in the'. schooL along 

with the childrens 

school for girls. 

school. 

. ' 

of' high ca:ste •. There was rio separate 
: ; ' : . ' ! . 

Both boys ;and girls reat3 1ri thil same 
• • . . . I ! 

• In order tc rec.eive h;igher educat:ion a boy or. a 
• 

girl of Sahnusar had to: go to: Mehnsar and J{amgarh,, 5 and 

8 kilometers rt.spectivei:LJ: frop1 Sahnusar. 

' . 
The examination, of .educational status of ~hildren 

would help us to answer· two q,uestions viz; (i) how far 

were the education faci~ities; used by "the village people? 
' . . 

and (ii) how far the atti~tude of people towards 
I 

education had undergone' chang:e in recen't. year~? The cilata 

in this respect were collected from two resou:Pces viz; 

one, from the recoros of the :school, this infc'rmation; 
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pertained to five years from 1958-59 to 1962-63; and two 

from the ~ouse.\lold s9hedules of our survey; the data" from 

. this .source was <:>nly for one year i.e. 1962-63 • 

. . 
As noted earlier, 43 per cent of children of school 

going age in the village were. literate·~ Let us examine 

the education among children of school going age by reference 
. . -

to ·sex, caste and income group·s to which they belonged~ 

. ' Of the to tal children. attending school one-third 

. ·. 

(i.e. 7 in absolute number) were girl·s. :But the g:i.rls at 
-

school formed 41 per cent of the to,tal ·girl~ of school going 

age. The latter pefcentage; i_~--m~ch hi;;~-r t~;~· the .. . . 

literacy ratio of 2 fer adult women·, suggesting thereby 
' 

.that .the old ~ttit\lde of people towards female educaticn 

ha~ changed for the .better ili. recent yea;rs. It is note

worthy t])a t tl:].e pe;rcentage of male children attending 

school to .the tot-al male of school going ac;e in the village 

was only ?9• )Iowever, further 6 per cent of male childten 

had discontinued .education for such reasons as· home work, 

poor economic ccnuitions etc. 

The corr:elat ion observed earli<>r between caste 

and educa ticn amoni_; adults wa·s···~HliCable even :i.n the 

case of children cf school 0 oicg age. "Thus, not a single 

child of Chamars unlike that -of Rajput was found attending 

schocl. Further the income factor was found to be 

decisive in sending the _children to school. Thus, as 

income increased the percentage of children attending 

school to the children of school going age, also increased 

thout;h not continurusly (see table IV-..6). · 



- 5~ -

Let us now examine the reasons for not sending the 
. . 

children (their percentage being 57) to school. The · 

answers of the heads of the households revealed that in the 
. . . 

case of ten children· (4 male and 6 female,) no reason was 

provided. As against this, in the case of 13 children ( 10 . 
males and 3 females} the work at home was the reason fer 

not. send in.; than. to school. Fur~her 8 children (5 males 

and" 3 females) were not sent to the school due to poYerty. 

It is noteworthy that only in the case of one female child 

the r.eason of absence of custom to educate was advanced. 

~ibra rY 'Facilit'ies and Reading Habits: , 

A small l:Lbrary was ·started i~. 1962·in the village 
. ,. 

due to the efforts of . the school teacher :-who 'ma'intained it. 

The expenditure was borne by the peo~le '6r the village.· The 
... : 

library only s~bscribed to a Ilindi daily (Hindustan). 

Only four out of 36'heads of household~ read the newspaper 

daily. The library was closed dcwn after six months due· 
• - 0 ~ 

to the paucity of fund.· 

...... 



CHAPTER V; OCCUfATIO!UL STRUCTURE l!ND EMI'IPYMENT 
STATUS: 

Before we study the occupaticnal structure in 

sahnusar it would be essential to. first mention the 

definitions· of various concepts which will be used in 

this section. 

First, the basis of classification of employment 

~tatus used in this study is the same as used in the l96i 

Census viz., Economically Active and Inactive populatjon. 

A further classification we have adopted in regard to 

economically active persons is: (i) workers in joint 

household occupations and/or (ii) workers in individual - . 
occupations and/or (iii) workers engaged in domestic work. 

We have treated persons "not working" as economically 

inactive. Second, we have adopted household as the unit of 

enumeration for the purpose of analysis of the data; the 

~ustification being the joint character of village occupa

tions and also the necP.ssit1 of following multiple occupa

tions in the rural India. Third, primary occupaticn of a 

household is one which claims the hi&hest share· in the 
. ' 

total income of a household. Finally, 11aniinal husbandry" 

is treated as a separate occupation only in those cases 

in which it is not combined with cultivation because it 

is often complementary to farming. 

occupational Structure: 

The occ1,1pational structure of the village d ist:layed 

the characteristics of a backward and underdeveloped 

eco~omy. Thus, 34 ~ut of 36 households were primarily 

engaged in the agricultural sector. It is interesting to 

note that out of these 34· households as many as 30 were 
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principally engaged in cultivation while the rest were 

agricultural labour hou·sehold·s.···Furthermore, secondary 

sector was cbtispicuous by its: ab13ence ;!.n the village • Only 

t~o- hotl'Siehold ea.rned their niajcr ·spar,e of income from 

:se~iVfce.'· As a subsidiary source of ineome, non-agriC1ll1;;u

,;_r-~1-·iabour, service and. remittances were found to be . 

,.p.·urs-Qea··~ · Ho~ever··· the..:numbe-F-~f --households. .which ~ursued ' . 

these· occupations' as subsidiarY sour~es of occupations 

were one each and_ two, respectiVely. This means that only 

fciui'. out· of 36 ·households in. the village pursued more 
,· .. ' . : . . : 

than one occupirtiori; the fact. worthy of note in a poor 
'•.• • f.- .:.. '• • • •' h-e ~·- ' ::..: • I , ·,, • : • : , :_ • • ~ • 0 ', • 

societY: like Sahnusar. The explanation for this pheno.me.non 

li.-.5 ·:fu the fact that there were no employment avenues in 

qr nearby the village and moreover, .. the village people_ 

were not equipped in terms of education etc. to· go to 

nearby towns or cities iri search of employment. The four 
-~--. . ,\. '·· :. - ; . . . .... . ... . ; . 

households which pursued one or the other subsidiary 
• • d • 

oc-cupation· were ~-primarily-€ngaged ·in cultivation .•. .FinallY, 
-· 

though sheep rearing was not pursued as an exclusive 

__ economic activ.:ity it was combined with cultivation and 

livestock. The number.of such .households which-followed 
., •• _._ .._ ·":r. •• I •o • , ' -

.. -- -.. - . . . . ·- . - . ........ . . - .... -- ·- -- - -· . ·-- . -
the~e activit;t jointly were. twelve. The size of flo.ck of. 

-she·ep varied· from: 1 to :125· wh€reas the totaL numbe_r of .sheep 

in the village ·was 493 ... The gross i.ncome earned from 
. ' 

' importantly, the_ P~fcentage share of income from this 

activity in the total gross income of hous~holds whi.cn 

pursued this activity ranged from 1 to ·19. · It is antici

pated that with the expansionof th.e activities _?f._i;~ _Sheep 

and Wool Developmen-t; Department of the State Government . . . . 

the rearing of sh_eep will become an ·important exclusive 

economic occupation in Sahnusar~ 
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Shift 1n occupation: 

Orata regarding the shift in various occupations were 

collected for ~0 years. It may be mentioned that it was 

not possible to adopt the 'income' criterion which we have 

adopted for the existing oc.cur;aticnal pattern, for deter

mining the· p·rincipal or subsidiary nature of the occupa

tion .followed twentY _.years ago. Reliance was, therefore, 

placed on the memory of the rest-endent :tO report their past 

occupation as .either principal or subsidiary. 

Nine of the 36' households in Sahnusar had. changed 

their occupations i.r:1 the last twenty years, Major shifts 
... . . . }e 

were witnessed in the occupation of cobblery. ..~h1.l's; seven 

Chamar households left their past tradi~~onal occupation; 

of thes~, four adopted attached labour as their occupation 

and t):le remaining three became cultivating households. T:wo. 

households (one each belonging to Brahmin and Mali castes) 
' ' 

changed over to service from priesthood and Mali occupa-
. -

tions. The main cause of the shift in occupations among 

seven Chamar households was that their Caste Panchayat 

·did not want its memb~rs to pursue the occupation which 

was· considered socially in,ferior. Education was resi,Jonsible 

_for shift in the .occupat~ns :i.n the case of Mali and· 

Brahmin households .• , . 

Finally, it i~ noteworthy that the main occupation 

of the village viz., farmin~; had remained more or less 

stable. However, with· the advent of the scheme of. Sheep 

and, Wool Developmen·t' it is reasonable to·: anticirate that 

some households may switch over to the· sheep rearing 

occupation. 
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Economic Status_of Fcpulation: 

out of the tota 1 population of 200· in the ·v:i.ilage··· 

126. or 62 per cent were econouiic.ally active. Of t?s latter, 

73 (57 .94 per cent) were males and 53 (52.06 per cent' 

were females.· A high ·proportion ·of eco·nomicallY active 

population in the village was mainly due to "the inclusion 

of women,doing soleiy"domestio"wor~ as economically active. 

ThUs, to. t'in!l out giliri:Nlly employed population in 1he 

villag~ these· wome~' doing solely domesM.c work should be 

excluded. Accordingly, only 79 out of ·126 economically 

active population was gainfully employed. This forms only 

38 per cent of the village population. . . . . . 

Economic Status !l~ige-groups i 

In the last ~hapter the dependency ratio· of 49 

per c.en~ was worked o~~. by considering populatio~ of 

·15-59. yearrs as productive. However, considering the 
' . . . . . 

cepsus definitiop of economically active populat:icin, the. 
. . . 

dependency rat:l,.o worked out to 38 per cent only. ·This was 

b~cau~e, 27 persons belonging to age-group.s beloW 14 yea·rs 
. . 

and 60 years and above were found economi.callY active. . . 

. The data on economic ·status -of:population by age

groups as· given in the table V-1 shows ·that among children 

20 per cent were economically active; this was.the outcome· 
' 

of poor economic co~ditions of parents which forced them 

to send their children to work._ L.Likewise, among persons . . - . . . 
belonging to old ag,e groups 60 per cent were economically 

active. Thus, .the villa& once again displayed a "trait of 
. . . . 

a backward .. society in which children instead of going to .. ~ . 

school and old persons instead of retiring were compelled 

to work for their livelihood. 



Table v-1 

: ;1i.atributYon ·or. economically active· .. and :i,n13-cti:ve 
population by age groupe. · 

~~;:----~-:maonomicaiiY.-a:;;trv:a·--:mconoiiiiCiaiiY.-riia:atrv:a·---TCitai ________ _ 
groupe M F T M F T M F T 

(Year a) 
Berow-1-------------------------------------------------------------------
year 2 1 } 2 1 3 
1-4 11 1~ 27 11 16 27 
5-14 14 4 18 25 16 41 39 20 59 
Sub--- - -14- - -4-- --18-- ·38--- 33- -·-71-- 52-- 37-- ·a~ 

total ,( (20.13) (19·1) (100.00) . : . 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------15-24 19 15 .. 34 1 1 20 15 35 
25-34 15 17 32 15 17 32 
35-44 12 6 18 - 12 6 18 

45-54 1 1 14 1 1 . 14 
55-59 1 1 1 1 

--------------·~--------r--·----~-------------------------------------------
Sub-total 53 46 99 1 1 54 46 100 

(99.0) ({.0) (100.00) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------60-64 4 1 5 - . 1 1 4 2 6 

65-74 

75 & 
above 

1 2 

1 

3 2 

1 1 

1 3 

1 2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

6 

3 

----------------------------------------------------------------~---------
sub-total 6 3 9 

(60.0) 
3 3 9 6 15 

(100.00) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Brand/. ·r- :73 
totl'l 

. 53 126 
(61.8) 

42 36 78 
(38 ·2) 

115 89 204 
(100.00) 



Economically .Active Population l:z Sex and Specific~ 
Economic Staws: · 

Let us now examin~. th~ sp~cif~<: ~c_o~?m~-~ s,t~tus of 
............. 

economically activ.e men a·nd women· in Sahilti'sa·r. 

. . . - . - .. -- -..... . . . - . . . . . ·- .... 
Interestingly enough, not a single ·woman was 

. . 
exclusively engaged in a joint household or an individual 

-occupation. More significantly, only six out of 53 
·-· . . - -

-economically act.ive women were gainfully employed. This 
.. . 

was undoubtedly naturaJ ixi .a 'backWard _-s·ocie~Y like the ·one · 
. . 

in Sahnusar where wome·n remai-ned within the four walls of 
.. 

their houses and in their purdbhs • 

.. 
~mong 73 economically active men, 67 were engaged 

i~ a joint household o-ccupat·ion viz. cultivation. This .... 

Was the·resuit_- of two factors viz.; one, .lack Of e_q~_ipment 

and enterprisi~g a~titude among the male folk to go out 

and two, absence of employment opportunities within and 

_in the vicinity of the village • 
. ···-·-. -~----·--·····-----

***** 



. CHAPTERl- VI : LAND, LivESTOCK-~ IMFLEME]TS . 

It is proposed. to s~udy in. this chapter, the most 

important resour?es of. farmers. They are land, livestock 

and implements. In addition, an attempt will.also be 

made to examine in detail "sheep rearing 11 aspect of the 

Li.vestock economy of Sahnusar village as the major force 

of ·change in "the village econcmy was the provision of. 

facilities for· sheep and wool development under the prograrnrile 

carried 'out by the ib-eep & Wool. Development bepartment ._of 

the State government. This will facilitate comparative 

study of the sheep rearing industry prior to ·and after th~ 

faCilities have been made avaiiable for the development 

of such iridustrY, at the time of the second point survey 

of the village. 

IJlND: 

Patter·~ of land utilisaticn according to the 

Fatwari record is· presented in the following statement for 

the year 1962-63:-

Uncultivable waste 

Permanent p~sture 

Current fallows 
. . . ~ \ . . .'. . 

Other fallows 

Net area sown 

Total . : .·· ,. 

. r. 

Area in ·hectares Fe.rcentage to 
total 

. 11.85 

47.95 

29.94 

68,20 

5JB.66 
. . . 

1.76 

7.08 

4.43 

10.08 

76.65 

---------------- --------------676.60 . 100." 00 
=--=-=-=-===~------== ============== 

The statement shows that neprly 77 :per cent of the 

geographical area of Sahnusar. was brought under plough. 

·But.the area under fallbws, current as well as other, 



which accounted for nearly 15 per ceni; was_.P_r.es~mably due 
• . • • •. 1-. ~-'~'- ~- ' )-! . 

to poo~ ·acohomic coridffi~-ri-s"'of · th~ ;6~-i?i~~-- ri;~~-:.;~r, the 

large area under falloWs provided a scope for extensive 
:... . 

farming. ·The' complete absence of irrigation fac.ility and 
: :· . £ .• ; 

also the scanty rainfall were responsible for the absence 
· · .. with · . : · 

of double croppj,ng in the village. ButL.the .completion .of 

thr~e Wells which Were under construction during fue . .. .. . . 

' refere nee year a gradual beginning in intensive farming would 

become p~ssible. 

The comparison of data on land use as per l:atwari' s 

source and as per .. our survey .reveals· that si.n: le cropped 
I 

ar.ea a~cording to the latter source was 326 ;79 ·hectares 

which is lower than the same area ·recorded by the fatwari.· 
' The .J,ossible reason for this.differem.e maY be tha:t· the 

land ia Sahnusar which was owned as well as .cultivated by 

the farmers of th~ neighbouring villages was not recorded 

in our survey while fatwari 1 s record included this larld·. 

Tenancy: 

At any time, the vil-lage Sahnusar .had not 'been 

under the captivity of the ·landlords or Zamindars. AU the 

-·households owneci eftKer a . ~mall or big_ proportion o-f land. - . . . 

Therefore, a very small proportion of the land had been. 

leased in. During th~ -~eference period two households. 

leased in land to-the. ~ne of 5 hectares from neighbouring 

villages, on crop sharin~ basis. Under the ~erms of -lease, 

thetenant·hact·invarial:ily"t6"pay fifty per cent of the 

produce. to' the" •landlord· a·s rent~ As per tenancy law the 

landlord cannot ~ealise more. tha_n l/4th of the produced 

crop, if the crop .is.ir.r:igated, while.in the -case·o'f drY.:· 

crops he cannot reali,se more tP.ap ]/6th share• 
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The expenditure en inputs was borne by the tenant while 
. . 

land revenue was paid by the landowner. 

Land .o.wner ship i a tte_rn : .... 

The details of landownership pattern are presented 

in the table VI-1 which reveals that 30 of the 36 house,. .. 

holds in the villag~ owned land to the tune of 412.89 

hectares·. 

:Fer cent 

per cerit 

of 

~f 

It is further re·vealed from the table· that lO 

the households in the village owned only 2.56 · 

land as "against ·which 16"~6.7 per cent of house-
. . 

holds owned 32.79 per cent"of land indicating thereby 

unequ~l·~nd skewea·distributfon of land in the.·village. 

This is further supp·o·rted by the figures of per household 

owned.area. il} different holding groups (see the same table).· 
.. ·,-· 

Finally, it is notewo:rthy that the per household owned 
'. '' . - ·, . . . . . 

··ar.e<t~increased continuously with the increase in the size 
. ·:-: . ·::·.-.~.- ... · .. :··:·.:. . ·:·· .. ._-:· · .. · .. : . . 

of holding. 

The above discussed features of land ownershi~ 

pattern were present in the case of the pattern of 

distribution of operational holding, too. The opera ticnal 

area (416.34 hectares) of the village was dispersed over 

87 fragmentsj thus giving an average of 4.78 hectares 

per fragment. This indicates that extent of fragmenta-

tion in the village was comparatively small. The area per 

fragment ranged from 2.90 hectares in 5.01-10.00 hectares 

to 5.60 hectares in the highest group i.e. 25.01 & above 

hectares. The relevant data is given in the table VI-2. 
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Table VI-1 

Land ownership pattern in d ~fferent size groups 

(Area in hectares) 

-------------------------------------------------~------------
0'1-rner ship ~:r~". of Perce- 0wned Percen- Average 
holcing house- ntage area :!:age of owned area 
rroups holds of house- owned rer, house-
.hectares) holds· to area to hole 

t0tai tota1 
ownec area 

---------------------------------------------·.:..-------.---------
O.OJ-.5 3 JO.OO 10.63 2.56 3 •. 53 

5.0]-10 p 26.67 5J .Pq 12.57 6.48 

JO.CJ-15 7 23.33 90.33 21.88 12.qo 

15~01-20 4·. 13.!33 61.27 14.84 15.31 

20.01-25 3 1o:oo 63.42 15.36 21.14 

25.01· & 5 ]6.67 135 .3t' 32.79 27.07 
above 

---------------------------------------------------------~-~--· 
Total 30 100.00 412.t'9 100.00 13.76 

====~==================================-~~============~== 
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Table VI-2 

Distribution of Operational area by size of' 
holding groups. (in hectares). 

. . . 
-----~--------------------------------------------------------------------Size. of 
opera
tional 
holdings 
(hect.) 

No.of %of house- Total 
house- holds in area 
holds. the size 

group to 
total 
households 

~ to No.of 
total frag
area menta .. ' 

Average 
no.of 
frag
ments 
per hou
sehold. 

Average Average 
area in area per 
a frag- . house-
ment, hold. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------0-5 2 6.67 6.06 . 1'·45 2 0.66 3·03 2o02 

5·01-10 9 30.00 60.98 14.65 21 ·2.62 2.90 7·62 

10.01-15 1 . 23·33 
\ 

'90.03 21.62 11· 2·42 5·29 12.86 

15·01-20 4 13·33 61.27 14·72 11 2-75 5·57 15·31 

20.01-25 3 10.00 63·42 15·23 12 . 4o00 $.28 21·14 

25 .o & . 5 16.67 · 134·5a ·32·32 24 4·80 5.60 26.91 
above 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------Total 100.00. 416·34 100.00 87 13.87 
. .. 

=====================~==========~~======================================= 
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Irrigation: 

• 
.. rauc~ty of irrigati0n .r.esource is one _of the major 

. - . . .. . . .. ·- . . . -~ -· -- .. . .. · .. .', . . .· .. -~·-·· ·. ·;. . . . •·. 

bottlenecks in.the ~~~elopment of agriculture ~n the 

distr:l,ct of Sikar. .Ag~icul ture is absolutely dependent on 

rains. Even rainfall is inadequate and uncertain in this 

--~;r:ea·~ ·Th~ annual r~infall ;e~~;cie~- at sika_r·i; the year . . . . . 
. 1963 wa§3 only ~ centimeters... Frivate well.s and tubewells 

,were th!3 only sources of irr~gatio.t;t in this diatrict. Of 

. the gro.ss cropped area, barly 5.43. per cent was irrigated . . 

during ,1962-63 ,in the distri?t as against ],2,53 per cent 

in the Rajasthap State. In the .ye~r 1962-63, the Tehsil 

authorities gave taccavi loans of the order of Rs.3000 to 

three ·farmers 'of Sahnusar tc construct wens> Of these - · . . . . . 

tl;lree fa1 '1e;rs, _Qne belonged to J.O - 15 hectares size of 
.· 't ..• 

holdings and twc belonged to 25 and above hectares size of 

holdings. By the end of the a~;;ricultural year under study 

(i.e. l962-63) the construction of one of these three wells 

was completed and it irrigated a small area of 0.10 hectare. 

As regards fixed investment, expected life and 

operating costs cf a well, it was reported that the costs 

of constructing a well varied from Rs.6000 to Rs.7000 wath 

an expected life of about 18 to 25 years and operating cost 

of about Rs.3 to Rs.5 per day. Due tc absence cf other 

sources of irrigation, wells continued to remain the 

chief source of irrigation. 

Livestock; 

Livestock in the rural areas provide traction power 

and also a subsidiarY source of income to the farmers, 

It is for this rE;ason that livestock keeping is considered 

.complementary to farming in rural areas. 
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.Acco~ding tc our survey, the livestock population 

of .the village was 816~ .Of this,. sheep formed the· largest 

number; (493 or 60.42 per cent. ~,f the total) followed by 

. milch cattle (incl:Uding goats§. (177 or 21,69 per cent). 

Besides these two 7 tl:~ere were 42 draught animals (mainly 

camel) and 10,4 ycungst0ck. 

. . 
Ccws in milk'and dry were 45·and· 53 in·number 

-respectively. Cows were of deshi breed·. Besides cow, there 

were 10 she-buffaloes,.~ of which were dry and 6 were in 

milk <'J;:u.~ing 1962-63 •. +.his means that the ratio of dry 

milch animals .tc. total m.ilch animals, was high in Sahnusar. 

in the year 1962-63. The above account shows that she

buffaloes was. not -verY' popular in the v.illage.· .Ther~ were 

two reas0ns for thi-s phericllienon v'iz., first, there was an 

acute shortage of grazing facilities and ·secondly, the 
. . . .. ... .. . .. for . 
climatic ccnd:j.tions were; more suitable [raising cows rather 

' than she-buffaloes ... Besides these tw0 reasons, one· more 

reason is that this tract experienced shortage of water; 

she-buffaloes need mote water than the cows. It may be 

noted that camel and sheep were of ·superior breed knowh as 
.. 

"Bikaneri~~' and "Nali" respectively~ 

The average value per 90w varied between ~~lOO'and 

Rs.150 and that of a she-buffaloe-between·Rs.200 and lis.300. 

~he average value of a bullock varied from Rs.250 to Rs.400 

while that of a camel.ranged from Rs.500 to Rs.800. The 

averi.ge value of sheep was about Rs.~o. Cows and she

buffaloes we:re grazed and also stap_.;;.fed •. · Guwar was the 

main fodder though ·straws of bajra were also used as· cattle ' ·. ' . 
• • I :~ 

fe_ed. ~he· avBilabiUty of grazing land per animal in the 

village was 0~0587 hectare as against 0.0708 hectare in the 
.. : .. ~~. 
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district. In fact, the district is characterised by the 
. ' . . 

scarcity of grazing and water facilities. It. is contended 

that under such circumstances goat as compared to other 

milch animals can be maintained eas_ily. Further, goats 

not only provided milk but .its meat wa·s a maJ.or supplement 

to vegetables for the peoJ,le of Sahnusar _:Uillage. 

'· Camel provided .traction power to the farmers; their 

number being 39 in the village. only one household 

possess_ed_ a pair of bullocks which were alsO. used for 

traction power. Jt was reported by farmers that a camel 

could cultivate more than 10 hectares of land while a pair 
.. 

of bullocks could hardly cultivate 5 hectares of land • .. 

Generally·, the health of livestock was g<?od· though 

they lo:ked under-nourished and' unde·r-fed·. In order tc. 
/ 

im1 rove the breed of cows as well as of bullocks, a 
I 

bull of "Hariyana Nasal"· (which is considered to be of 

s~perior. oreed) was procured by the: v~llage fanchayat. 

·during the referenc.e period • ., . . .. \ While. for she-buffaloes, a 

deshi he-bufialoes wLich was owned by 9 household. in the 

·:village provided· the services. 

~ . . 
The veterinary facilities were available at Ramgarh, 

a tehsil sub-headquarters,_ b~ing only 8 .kilometers away 

from the village, R1.nder rest, foot and mouth diseases 
. . 

were common among. cows. 

Ownership of_Livestock: 
··'· . . 

The· taole VI-3. shows· the number of diffsrent kinds 

of livestock J:er household. The ave<l'!'l@e. number· of milch· 

animals, .draught anilnals and· shee};. per livestock owning . 

household worked out to 6, 1·and .41 re.spectively,. It may be 
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Table VI-3 

,_. Number. of milch animals·, draught animals and ~;heeps 
per household in different size of.holdings 

,• .. 

-----------------------~--~---------------~-----------------~--~-----------------------------------------. f . Milch an~mals . Draught animals . . · Sheep . · 
·;.~~~:i~· s No.of No,qf Total no. No•of • Total no. of .. Nci.of _bouse- Total No. qf 
· .. (h. t g ) house- households of animals households animals owne.d holds owning sheeps owned. · ec ares · · .. - · · holds. owning · owned. owning sheeps 

milch ani- ' draught 
· . · mals, · ... · animals. · ;.. . .· 

-----~------------------------------------~-----~---------------------------------------------------------
0 - 0 . 6 

·' __ 1 

1-.• ,_ 

0.1-5 .... 3 --2 6 1 1 
-· 

5·01-10._00 8 8 23 7 8 
.. 

3- fO 

10.01-.15.00 1- 7 39 6 9 2 .3 
:,4. 

.1501-2.0.00 4 4 37 4 8- 3 179 .. .. 

20.01-25.60 3 3 · ... 24::. 3 6- ., 

25& above ' 5 .. ·5 48 '5. 10 '.4 301 : 

, 

·' . ' . . .. 
--·~------------·---------------~---------------------------------------------------------------------~=----.. 
Total 36 . · 29 177 26 · 42 12- 493 
======~======:====s===========~==========:===~=======~===== :=========.======~~"===::============:==::~==·~ 

m co 
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seen from the same table that the av~rage.number of.milch .. . 

animals and draught animals 
:. I . 

incrcase4 as the size pi hold-
' . 

~. . 
i ~ 

ing increased. T~e largest size group i.e.. 25 and above 
I ~' . • ' 

hectares own~d the maximum number of 'shee~s. 

Sheep Rearing: 

Rajasthad is well-known for its arid·.a~,d 'pastoral 
1 ·'; { ; 

. ' ' 
conditions which :are suitable for the rearing of flecks • 

• ~ o '. I , ' • j ! ' ~ 0 • 

In Sahnusar toq; ;12 of the 36 households depended i partially 
. ' ; ·; 

on sheep rearing~ The total number of ~heep owned by 

them was 493; gi;ving an average of 41 she,ep per she~p owning 

household. The size of flock varied froin 1 to 125 ,though 

six households o~ned sheep less than s in number.: A;nothe\t' 
'I ~ ·I 

one household:. ha~ 22 sheeps while one ho1.1sehold ea,qh had· 

so ,_ n!J. 54 sheel-•·', Only three households 0.\i-ned bio r'locks 

of 100 and 125 in size • 
• ·: t :. 

. ' 
The breed 'pf sheep was 

\ : 

. j •' .• 

"Nali 11 .and + t h~s- a .t~ght. 
' . ' 

brown face with long leafy ears and verY greasy fleec'es. 
·. . · I ' I 

' 
It has weight of aq_out 27 to 32 kgs. and 'it';_yields abqut 

1 to 3 kgs. of wool' in a year. The quality.'· of. wool is:· 

graded medium cc'arse to very coarse. 

life of this . sh~ep is 10 to 12 years. 

of the sheep vaJ;ied from Rs.35 to 45. 

, , l • . I 

The normal span ?f 
The market pri,c~ · 

I 
. . 

. ! . ' 

Sheep possess a special ability ,to survive on 
I 
I 

nat;ural grass, herbs f!nd farm waste products .. ~. Even so, 

the area is con:f'rcnteci: w+ th ,the :r;.ryblem :of gra'zing'. In 
- . - .' . ' 

order to overcome this problem the."breeders migrate with·. 
~ . •. . 

their flocks to Bikaner region, 70 kilometers away' from · 

Sahnusar during the months of AJ.ril, ·May and June and stay 

there for about six months .. 'in ~ ·ye1l'i-. · 
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The gross .incQme earned by twelve households from 

sheep rearing in Sahnusar varied from ~.6 to ~.1200. ·. , 

Further the share· of incc;me from sheer rearing in the tQtal 

household incpme of_ the. sheep owning households ranged from 

1. to 19 per cent. The average gros~ income from sheep per 

sheep rearing household came to Rs.344. It is noteworthy 

that all the households (tweive) which ·owded sheep combined 

sheep rearin& as a 'sub-sii,iiary· occu}~tic...l wlth fa;min~ a~· 

their 1,-rincik-al occupaticn. The. s.""lare of gross inceme 

from sheep rearing in the total village gross • income was 

5 per cent. 

Since 1961, the Sheel' & Wool Development Department 

of the State Government has introduced a scheme to 

encourage sheep rearing. Under the scheme a ·sheep of 

Sahnusar was sent to Mai;pura for all India..; competi ticbn i·n 

1961• The sheep s;tood r1fst and we-n the. silver medal. 

Another imr:,ortant activity which was launched under the 

auspices of the scheme was tc organise the cooreratives 

of sheep-breeders. Accordingly, ~.2/- were collected 
. . 

as membership fee from each of the breeders of Sahnusar. 

However, till the end of the refei'€nce year after the 

collection of membershi·~ fee nothiri~ was done by the 

government department and hence it was ooserved that the 

confiC.ence of the ~eo:t-le :i.n this activity was shaken. 

It is suggested that :in the interest of the developme~t 

of this industry ,the gcv~rn~ent should initiate conc!t'ete 

. work at the earliest which in turn would 'restore the 

confidence of the peo:t:-le. 

• As the expenditure on sheep-rearing was not recorded, 
·it was difficult to WQrk 0ut the CC'ntributicn of Net

Income from sheep-rea ring to ·the "to tal village Net 
Income. 



Further, Sheep· ahd Wool DeVel·oruient Department 

of the .Government had made avaiiable a loan of ~.1000 

·tc seven households L1 Sahnus·ar from Fanchayat Samiti 

'b d "This rrovided an · foi' x:urchasing sheep of.· im:provea ree • ..-

encouragement tc the· peo1-le to rear sheep of• improved breed. 

Number Q! Draught ionimals and .. Size of ~ Holding: 

As already mentioned earner, camel 1-rovided the 

traction power in the village Sahnusar. 

Table No. VI-4 shows the frequency distribution of 

camels in different size of holdings. out of 30 cultivating 

households, 26 households owned camel. The remaining 

households whi-ch belonged to size· ·groups 0.01 to 5.00 and 

10.01 tc 15.00 hectares met their requirement for tracticn 

power by getting aisista.nce from the fellow farmers and 

for which they in turn helped such fellow farmers in their 

farming. work. 

Further, fifteen of the 26 households which owned · 

camel owned one camel each while 9_ and 2 households owned 

2 and 3 camels each respectively •. Since the tra~tion work 

~s generally done by one camel 'the _o-w:nership of one camel 

did not mean inadequacy of traction power •. A better 

measure of judgin!; the adequacy or otherwise of draught 

!'ower _is to examine the oper.ational area per camel. 

Further, while farming im~lements were owned in all the size 

~roups, irrigation equi~msnt was owned only in the 

10.01 to 15.00 hectares size grouiJ. The per household 

investment in farming inareaseg though no't continuously 

while the per hectare investment almost c~ntinucusly 

declined with the increase in the orerational area.:· 



Q;). 
t-. 

Numb~r of camels owned by households in different size of 
operational holdings 

. . 
-----------------------------------------------~------------------------------------------------------

Operational No.of Number of household$ having camels Total Total Operational 
holding live-

0 
x no.of operational area per 

groups. stocks. . 1 2 · ~ ' . camels area· (hect.) camel (hect.) . 

!.!!2:~~~~-=!:!l~~-----------.:.-~~--------------------------.---.---------------------------~--------------
0.01-5·00 2 1 1 1 6.06 6.06 

·. 5-01-10.00 9 1 ·8 8 60.98 7-62 

·1 0. 01-15.00 7. '2 3 2 7 90 •. 03. 12o86 
-

. 15.01-2<;>.00 4 - 1 2 1 8 61.27 . 7o66 

5 63·42 12.68 . 20.01-25.00 • 
3 1 2 

25·01 & 5' 1 3 1 10 134-58 13·45 
above 

-------------------------------------------~------------------------------------~--------------------. Total 30 .4 15 9 2. 39 10.68 

========= === -==---===~======~=-=========================---================================= 

-..1 
(..) 
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The latter ~henomenon suggests under ca}italisation on 

medium and bie;; farms. It is however recognised that the 

absclute level of investmen~ in im~l~ments.was distress

ingly low in all the size grou~s •. 

Thus, the data a~ given in t~e table VI-4 shows 

that there was relativelY ·an unde.rutilisation of.camels 

in the size groups 0.01 - 5.00 hectares, 5.01-,10.00 hectares~ 

and 10.01- 20.00 hectares than. that in the other 'groups. 

Implements; 

ImJ:lements owned· by farmers can be divided into two · 
.· 

types viz., farming and 'irrigation. Under the; first tne, 

the major implements were r-lough, Kass1ya, Kassit Gandasi, 

Dantl.iand cutting machine. While uncer second type, 

ch~as, Bhun and Lav werE the main implements. All tbe 

implements used in farming and irrigation were of t:z;aditional 
: ! 

tn;e. 

During the reference pericd, there were 399. too~ s 

and im~lements; their value being fu.1073. The value of 

irr4ation implementp was of the order of .llS.97. The per 

household and per hectare investment worke~ out to fu.35.76 

and fu.2.57 respectively. (see table VI-5). The irivestment 
• l . . 

in irrigation was verY loW being ~.13.85 per household 

and fu.1.07 per hectare. FUrther, while farming implements 

were owned in all the size .;rours, irrig;a tion equifment 

was owned only in.the 10.-01 tc 15.00 hectares s;i.ze £rour;s. 

The 
• • J -

per r.ouse:old inves.tment in farming· increas'ec though 
. . . 

not continuously 'while the -per .t.ectare investment almost 
· ..• 

continuously decline(! with the increase. in the: OJ:erational 
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' area. _The latter phe~omenon sugeests arrercaritalisation 

on medium and big farms·. • 
It is, howev~r, recoenised 

that ,the, absoll,Jte level of i.nve stment .. in implements was 
. .. .. . . -· 

d istra.ssipg_ly low in a 11 the ·size· gro1.1p a. 
. ·- ... ·-. . .. ; 

............. 



Average 
hectare 
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~able VI-5. 

;,;l~e· ·a·£~ f~rrii 'iilipleine~ts poe;- hous3hol.d 
by size. of hoiding 'groups (in Rs.) ' 

. . . •'. 

- :..:. 

and per 

. . . . .. _. - . ~ . . - - . . . - . . 

~;~;;~~~~~------;~;;I~;-~---- -:~~--;;;I;~~I~~-~---~----.·~;~-:-:,----~---
holding per per per per. per J?er 
groups house- hectare house- hectare house:.· hectare 

r~!!=:!:!::~:!L--~~!~--------~------"'--~~!~~--------------e!2!~.:.--------------
o.1-5 15~50 5.11 15.50 5.11 

'' 
5·01-10 18.11 2.;67 18o11 2o67 

10.01-15 30.28 2·35 13·85 1-07 44·14 3·43 

1:,5-.01-20 25·75 1•68 25·75 1.68 

20.01-25 29·33 1·38 29·33 1·38 

25.01 & 75o80 2o81 75o80 2.81 
above 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------Total 13.85 35·76 

=====================================================================r=== 
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CHArTER VII .s .FR~DUCTION & DISPOSAL 

. 
The chapter prc~cses to study production. levels of 

d_ifferent crops; in;[:·Uf structure and ccst of production, 
.; 

marketing of crops etc. 
. . . . : -~·· . 

:· Crop-Pattern of Sahnusar was subsistence-oriented 

being dominated by food crops. The fo0d crops bajra 
' 

(33.88 per cent) , moth (18.57 per cent) and guwar 

(15.07 per cent) accounted ·:for 67~·1i2 per ·cent of. the g.ross 

cropped· area. Further, supe_rior cereals were conspicuously 

absent:· in the food cr.ops grown .in the village. J?oth guwar 

and ·moth apart from serving human consumption requirement 

also fulfilled the feed requirement of .animals. 

The reasons for subsistence-oriented Cl'C>l- pattern 

in the village were-the sandy soil, scanty rainfall and 

absence of irrigation facilities. in the village • 

. : ·. 

An interesting feature· of the crop-rattern was that 

mixed c.rop:ping was fc.llowed on· a large. scale; aiea under 
• 

such crops being 31 per cent of the gross'cropped area~ 
' '.:' : • "I . • 

Generally, bajr3-guwar, bajra-m6th, moth-guwar ~:~nd meith-
. . . 

mong were grown in mixture •. The probaf1le reason for"the 

practice of mixed cropping on a large scale could ·be to 

have a safeguard against the failure of major crop viz., 

bajra which unlike th~ :other crops requires m.9re wat~r. 

In addition to the above reason, the other probable reason 

for high extent of mixed· crop1Jing among small farmers 
• •"t' . • : 

could be the small avaiiabilit.t of area per household 

with these farmers; the per household ·operational area 
. . • ! 

being 6.09 hectares With .the small farmers as against 
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13.75 and 24.75 hectares resJ_:elti:vely_witJ;l. ;lf.~,remaining 
'; .... ~ .. .:.;-:..~~ ~~ ····-···-·' • .....;...,: •• ~·--; :- .• ;': _!": ... ~· .:~· .... -... ~ • . • 

two groups of farme·rs. The abo-ve features of the cror 
. 

pattern were. present in all sizes of holdings. HoWever, as 

regard_s the, pr~ctice of .:;rowing:· mixed czi~ps, i_t is . : . 

interesting to note that the exteht_of the area devoted to 

mixed cropr:-ing w~s less among medium and'. bi.:; far1n7rs ·than 

that amo,ng small farmers or-erating less tha;n,~O hEK!tareis. 
• •• 'o 

-The data on crop pattern are given 1ri the table 

VII-1~ · 

:r-·_roduction 1UiS, Yield_.~ Crops: 
., 

· Since the crop pattern·was dominated by bajra;~ 

·:qu-ite obviously' production 'pattern was also dominatE!d by 

·J thls·:erOJ>; followed by guwar, moth and mong. (see table VII-2) 

This pattern ri:!mained ·true in all .the holding groups except 

.,.+.n .th,e 0-5, 5-10 and 15-20 hec~ares groups. 

Before· examining the per heCta·re yield of crops 

it may be _mentioned· that 'the ·e~timate~-~~f per hectare· 

_yield were worked.out only fo~ those-farms (Gf only twelve 
. . . . 

!lous~holds) on which the crops were grown singly.· As 
_.. . . : . . . 

mentio'~ed earlier, ~he _practice .of mixed c~p~ing was 

fol'lowed on a large scale and hence it was difficult tc - .: -·. . .. . . .... . 

consider a,lll far~.\.in est~mat~ng _the per h,ectare yield of 

crops. ,. 
'· 

The ·pe-r nectars yietd of crops as given in the. 

table VII.;;;3 reveals the :following:- ·' 

. I 

The per hectare yield of the dominant crop :_viz.,·· 

bajra in Sahn-qsar was i,ower than that in the district 

Sikar as. a whol,e. This ·was bepause while Sahnusar did not 
·':'. . 

have any i.rriesttion facili 'l;y some areas. fn the district 
. . ,•' ' ' .. . 

enjoyed well irrigation facility. · 



Table VII-1 
crop pattern in different operational holding groups (area i~ hectares). 

. ' 
• ' • 0 • 

---------------------~----------------------~--------~--------------~---~-----------------------~---------~-----· Si~e of No.of Bajra Mong Guwar Moth Baj;ra Guwa.r ·Moth · Guwar Bajra Vegetable Total 
holding _ · house.., mot)l Bajra · Mong . moth moth 

. holds. ' · · .: '· Guwar , , : groups .. . , ' . . . _. . . . . . 
{hect!ires~ : . · . . : : .. · . · . · · · : · 
----~--- ---~-------------~--------~---~------~---------------------~---------------------~------------------

0 ·- 5. . ' 
5 ..;10: 

0'\ 10-15 : 
t- ., 

' . 
1 . '.' ' ,; I .. 15-20 . 

I 

2 . . ..... 

8.08 
(14i99) 

'7 .. '' 27 ~98 
. 56~51) 

24~43 
(50 ~72) 

-·· 
' 

8.08' 5-25 ,16.57. 3·03 
(14·99) (9.73) {30.72)(5~62) 

. · o •. 52 :15,"12: : 1~.r4 · 9 .• 09 · 
. (0.68) 69·73) (20.54) 01-~6) 

- 4·55 . ·T.07 · 
19~44) (14.68)" 

' • • I 

,; 

. ., . . ,, 

20 .. 25 .. . \3o : 24•10 2·03 3·54 .• ;~63 ; . - ' 6.06 
: . . . '(50~88) . '(4.29) (7-48} (24·56) (12~79) 

' 

6.b6 
( 100.00) 

" 6 ~57 
~ 12._12) :' 

·8.08 
· 6o·.55) 

·-

0.10. 
'(o.n)' 

. 6.06 ' 
( 10(),.00): . 
53·~3 .· 
(1~o:.oor 
76.63 

(100.00). 
.48.n · 

. ( 100·.00) . 

25 ~ a~ove .5 : 31.·13 1-.01 20.20 2~.73 - . -6.56 26.77 109.40 . 
(38-:46) (0.92)(18.46) (21,.69) ,. . ' . ('6.Q0)(24-47) .. (100~00) 

. ' . . ' .• : ~ . . ; . . . . . . . . . -----~~--""'!--------t------~----------~----i-------:-~--:-- .... ----------::-----~-.--~----------------~----~-.------------
Total: }0 •115-72 · 3·56 51·4~' 6}.42 25.66 3·03 . 2~51 2.8.58 47•48 · 0.10 341·55 

: (33-88). (1.04)(15-07) (1~·57) (7·51)(0.89) (0.73)( 8.37)(13·90) (0.04)· (100.00) 
==k~~=*==~==~=~==~===~~====~==========~===~==~-==================7===~=====---=========a=a=~======- == 
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.. 
Table VII-2 

rroduction of crops in different operational 
holding group~: (production in quintals). · 

. . . . . 
-----------------,---~~--------·---~:--~~---------~----~- .• . . . - . . . 

.. 
Size of Bajra . Moth ·Guwar t-D.ng. 
haWing ·• · 
groups . , 
~~=:~~~~~~-------..:._;.. _________ ~----~- .. --·:--------.:.----~-~ 

o - s· n.;t9 9.34 . 3.-73 ·· 
' 

5 - J.O 47.02 . 38.08 22,33 . ~.86 
, 

10 15 94.05 47.'02 55,98 . .:)..86 .• - .. 
15 - 20 55,'3i. 3J..72 26,12 .. . . • . . . . ' 
20 - 25 56.73 24,26 . 26.12 4.47 I .. , 
25 & over 1:15.70 72.78 95,17-

: -: . : . . 
----------------------------------------------------~-'Total'···· ···39·o~o3 '223'.19 ·~29,54 ;s.:~, .. :;. 
===- == ~ --~~===-~-- ~ ------==~----- rc 

-; . ; Table VII-3 .. 

rer hec.tare yieid of crops in d itferent operat~nal 
holding grcu;'pl;l ( Yield in'quint~·l_s) _ : : · 

.. - .. 
-------------~~----~-------------------------------~-~-Size of Bajra' Moth · · Guwar Mong. ·; 
holding ·· . · 
groups ... 
(Hectares) . . . . . · . 

. . . . . ' 
----------------~---------~----~ ... ___ _.,. ______ -------~---
~ 5 ; "" · I 

0 
-. • .. ; ·. : . 

5 - J.O ,2.;45 . ~· 0.82 J..?J. -. . . . . 
J.O - 15 !2.65 2~.03 3.74 i 1.44 

J.5 20 . . ·; 2 .. 77 • . . 2;37 2.45 . . . . 
20 25 : 2.12 2.45 4.50 : 2.20 

.. 
25 & over ' 3.35 J..93 4, J.2 : 0.74 

0 • • • • • • ; ' 

--------------------;--~-':"'-.---;-:----~----.-"":'----~--~~--. 
Total 1.99 3.77 . 1.70 

.• .. . 
~-------~-------------------------~------~-----------~ District , .. : · · · · ~ . , .: ; 
Averages• 3,63 N.A. N.A~ N~A'. : 
( 1962-63) . ~ ' 

-------------------------~-~--------------------~-----• ' . I 

• Source t Ba~ic StaU.stic .of Rpjasthan, 1964~ 

• .Ul the hcusehc-lds followed m'ixed crorting. 
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2) The per hectare yield of bajra and m9th brcadly 
.•', 

increased with the J:ncrease in the size of holding. 
. . 

However, curio1lsly enough the yields of these crops in 
. . I . .. . . 

the si~e grqups 20-25. hectares .in -t-!:le c.ase of baj ra an:l . .. . . ' ' 

25 & above: hectares in the case of moth \ol95 :lower than 
' ·. 

that compared; tc -in other size groups. 

3) . ·Fi.Oa.J,'ly, the yi~lq levels of all the· crops was 

very loW~ ;This is not surprising in view of the tradi-
' 

tiona 1 method:s. o:f' farming fo llcwed ~by ;·the farmers 0 f the 
. I· . 

village··. · ; ; , · 

Input structure;. 

. ; 

Th6. trad itio.1al nature cf farming in the village is 
' . 

amply clear· frcm the data on composition of inputs and 

level of input expenditure as giye!! :)..n. the table No.VII-4. 
. . . . . . 

Indeed, 'new': inputs like im:r-rcved seeds, f.er.tilisers arxl 

irri~atiqn were .conspicuous 

composition : o.f . the ... inputs • · 

. . 
by their apsence ~ the 

. . 

Even· the ·1~vel of' expenditure 

'i.e. Rs.24.40 per hectare indicates the .backward nature 
• I : ,. 

I : . • . . . , 

of farming. :These features hold true irrespective of size 

of hi:Jldings:o:perat~.<i by the farmers, suggesting thereby 

the stagnant ahd backward. techniques. of production followed 

by the ·fanne,rs.· Hired huma'n 'labour (ca'sual a~ -well as 
' 

attached) claiined the. highe~t s~ in the per ;~ectare 

total expenc:iture •. 'fhis _wa.s .followed by farm :yard manure . . .· . .- : 

and land re~nue. 
i. 

The ticture remains much the same in 
:: 

a 11 the_ ho :J.d ing ·groups though in tile lo:'1est gz:cup i.e. 

0-5 hectares- the farmers .did not incur any experxliture : ' . 

on hired labour as family· labour was used on relatively 

hi.;her scale. 
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Table VII-4 
-- Per hactare expenditure on di£feront inputs by operational 

· · holding groups (in Rs.) 

-------------------------------------------------~-----------~---------~-----------------------------~ 
Size of 
holdings 
(hectares) 

ordi-: Farm- A~tached Repair 
nary yard h~red & main-
seeds manures labour · tenance 

Deprecia- Rent on 
tion leased 
charges. land. 

Land Interest Total 
revenue 

' --------~-~--------------------------------------------------------------~--------------------~-------
0 - 5: 3·63 5·77 1.98 1·16 4·79 17 ·33 

(20. 95) (53·30) ( 11·42) ( 6.69) ( 27.64 ) ( 100.00) 

5 -10 2·35 5·01 4·82 1o02 . 0.76 1·56 4·04 19··56 
. 02.01) @5.61) ~4.64) ( 3. 22) (3 .88) ( 7 o98) ~0.66) (100.00) 

10-15 .· 2~'56 4·89. 9·11 0.76. 1~52 5·03 0.39 24.92 
( 10·28) C9 .65) ( 39·20) (3 .06 ) (6.10) ( 20.15) ( 1.56 ) ( 100.00) 

·15-20 2.07 6·33 6.43 0.89 0.46 .5·26 21-46 
( 9.66) @9~50 ) @9·97) ~-16) ( 2·15) ( 24·56) (100.00)-

2·38 4-75 30·13 0.60 0.40 4·39 42.67 20-25 -. 
( 5 ·58) (11·14) qo.62) ( 1 ·43 ) '(0.94) ( 10.29) ( 100.00) 

25 & ~bove 2.41 4·57 . 5·44 Oo54 0.6.1 5·10 1.60 20.27 
. . ( 11-89) .( 22·55) ~6.84) ( 2 .66) ( 3·01) ( 2~·16) (7 .89) (iOO.OO) 

-------~---------~---~---~---------------------------------------------------~-----------------------
All. sizes_ 2.40 5.00 9-78 0.75 o.ao 0,24 4·83 .. 0.60 24-40 

( 9·83) ~0.50). ( 40.08) ( 3.07 ) ( }.26) ( 0·98) 0 9 .so ) ( 2 ·46 ) ( 100.00) 
=:..·.::=======================================::=============z=======:-============~====.=========~=====:;::==== 

(Figures in brackets are percentages} 

;o;> 
•('01 
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• 
i'er Hectare SUnlus '9.!: Deficit QQ Farming; 

In the context of the above findings on per hectare 

yield and methods of farming, it is no wonder that the 

farmers of Sahnusar would make small 'proi'its or even ._ .. ~-

losses from their farming. Happily, however, the farmers 
' 

of' ali· size groups made a surrlus frcm their farmine. The 

overall per hectare ·surrlus was R<;.103.J2 while in different. 

holding groups it rar.lged from Rs.80.02 in the 20.25 hectare• 

size group to Rs.~80.87 in 0-5 hectare size group. But no 

cle.ar relat,iltllship between the per hectare surp;t.us or 

def'itlit and operational area eme.rged~ A relatively hi..;h 
-."·! • 

·'surplus. 'in the lowest size group. was because the farmers 

in this group did not use hired labour at all • 

.. 
The relevant data are given in the table VII-5. · 

Table VII-5 

Fer hectare surplus or deficit from farming 
by operational holdin~ groups. 

• . I • . . 

--------------~------·------------------------------------
Size. of Per hectare ler hectare Fer hectare 
holding gross value expenditure surplus (+) 
.groups of crops & on crops or deficit (.,.) 
(hec ta're s.) their by- (in Rs.) (in Rs.) 

products 
in Rs. 

---------------------------------------------------~-----
0 - 5 198.01 17.33 +180.87 

5 - 10 80.23 19.56 + 80.16 
. r 

10 -. 15 119.21 24.92 +115.14. 

15 - 20 io5.19 21.46 +112.33. 
' 

2q - 25 79.50 42.67 + eo.o2 

25 & above 103.67 20.27 +106.36 

--------------------------------·-~---------~------------
Total .102.68 . . 24.43 +103.12 .. , . .. ' 

==========--=====--=--======- =-====~--=~ =----=== 
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Froduction ~ Disposal Q1, Cr(;"ps;_ 
~. ···-· . 

Obviously, in ·a _subsistence farm economy like the . . . 

one in Sahnusart the_.marketable and marketed SUPrlies 
' 

would- be iow.. It is, however, interesting to note that 
/ 

-the ·farmers of Sahnusa.r marketed nearly 63, 50 and 31 
. . 

.per·c~nt of the·p;oductiol,l of mong, moth and guwar · 

·respectively. This was because. these crops did not. form . . . .. 
;:o, ••• 

'an important item· in _the· consumption of the :r;:eople of 

Sahnusar. Moreover, it was more cr less cbm:pulSory for the 

farmers: to sell the produce of these cropS ,lr:i O·rder t0, 

earn cash incomes needed to m~et other: e:i~-~-riditure for day 

to day living •. Bajr13 being a staple food of the farmers 

of the village the proportion of its sale to production 

was small (16.82 per cent). 

The above discusse_d features regarding ;the market

ing of crop produce· were ap:plicab:J_e to farmers of all size 

groups.' Finally, :the prorortion of sale .to proquction of 

different crops was pot __ :r:elated to the size of hcldfngs 

operated by the farmers. 

The nearest marketing fecilitY-avaiiable to 

· ·sah,nusar was at. sub-.t~_:tJ__sil !Jeadquar:ters Ramgarh., ·being 8 
... • • ••• v 

kilo!lle te rs away :t:rcin ·the village .• · -It· was unusu·a·~: tha:t 

traders did not visit the village ·to purchase ag~icultural 

:Produce. . . . . Fcarmers ca·rried the produce on camel to the 

market. . . . The basis of sale of prod1.1ce was invari~bly cash. 

.. 
M::>st of the. produce sold was marketed during the . . .. : . 

. months 'of o·ctober ·and.:.Ncv~mbel', . .1.·~ •. immediately after 

. tbe. ha.;ve~t_._ . During .. these months. -~~e. :P.ri~es offered by 

the trade~s- were Rs..l4, -~12 arid Fi.9 per 40 kgs. of~ajra, 
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• 
guwar and moth res:pectively. 

The relevant data are provided in the T~ble VII-6, 

Production and Distos.<l £! Liv~stock Froducts; ' 

As discussed in th\3 previous chapter, livestock was 
' owned by the people or· f3ahnusar, while c'ows and buffaloes 

provided m:Llk and dung manure. Camels provided· traction 
i . I 

• i 

power to carry out.farming. Sheep was also reared to earn 
. . ' ; •. . 

cash income from: the sale of its wool.; It is, therefore, 

essential to ptu,dy_ the production of different ;Livestock 

products and th~ir utilisation~ 

. . 
Nearly. 55 per cent of· mil~ proauction (49526 

"\ ' ' . ' 
litres) in Sahnusar was utilised for· s~lf-con~mpticn.-

: I 

This proportion; in different holding g'roups ·ranged from 
• • ' 0 • 

42 per cent in ihe 20-25 hect~res group to 61 per cent in 

the 10-15 hect~res group (see table VII-7) •. As against 

this, the rest !of milk production was utilised: for·. 
. . . :· · is : : 

converting it ·into ghee. · Thfskatural as the village did - . 
' . . 

not have any marketing facility for s~lling milk in fluid . . 
form. Furth~r; it is interesting to note that 65 per . . . . . 

cent of the productiori of ghee was scid and the rest was 

consumed by the v~llagers. " . . The pro~o:rtion of· sale of. 
. . . 

ghee to its :production in different size groups ranged 

from 59.52 per cent in the 5-10 hectares group to 80 
. . 

per cent in the 20-25 hectares group (see table VII-7). · 

This indicates that sale of ghee provided an im]:.:ortant 

source of cash income •. The traders at the sub-tahsil 

headquarters Ramgarh which is eight :kilometers away frcm 

the village provided the market fo·r ·ghee produced by the 

villagers .•. _ frices offered by the traders for ghee ranged 

from Rs. 7 to Rs.e per kg. 
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<Xl 

-Table VII-6·. 

production and sale. of crops by operational holdin·g groups ... 
. J • . . 

(proO,ucti.on & Sale in quiq:t;als) 

--,-~-----------------·~---------------------------.---:-----------------~~-------------------!.:.-----.-- ... -----------
Size of 
holdings produ
{h~ctares) ct~on: 

Bajra 
sale 

Moth 
% of Sale prodti.- ·· Sale 
to· produ- .ction 
ction · 

Guwar . Mong ( 
% of sale -=p~fo-:-d:;-:u-:-_....:::..;~s:::"a;-l-:-e--::%:r-::o'""f:--:::S""a,..le-:- produ- 'sale · . % of sale 
'to produ- · .. ction to produ- ction :.: · ·.. to produ-
ction '·' · ction ction · 

. _..;. ___ ~ __________ ;.. __ ..;. ___ ~~---------~·-------~-----------·----·---~--------------~---------------------~------- .. -----------' ' . . . 
0 - 5 11~19. 9·34 ·5.z2 55.<88 .·. 3·73 - ' •' 

;38.08 
. I 

5 -1Q ,, 47.02 5~59 11!89 :1.4 .• 18. 37;23 22-39 2.98 13·30 1.86 i:Oo75 39o78 : . . ,, 
;. •• 10-15 94-05 13~43 38.09· 18.29 32.67 1.86 59-67 •. 1.4-28 47-02 11491 55·98 1o12 

CX> 

15-20 55;31 20-51 31-72 20-53 64~72 2~·12 8.96 34~30 
Cl'\ 

31•41 . .. .. 
! 

20-25 56.·73·,. 7;47 -13•~5 24 .. 26 w.,ea. 44-60. 26o12 - 4-47 l' 3· 75 83.89 

I I 
25 & .aboyh5~70' 18.65 1(i~11- 56.34 95·17 41-00 43-08 

... 
72-78 41.01 , ... -

• . .. I 
- •. • •• .... • • • J . ·-· • -----------------------------------------------... --------·------~---------.----~------~----------------------------:":"'.-----

Totli.l . p9d.03 65~65 . 16.82 223·19 109.67 . 49:_13· . 229·54 71 .. 23 · 31 ~03 8.95 · 5.62 •'· · ~2-55 
====~============~==================================~~==========~============================~~======~=======--~======= . . . - . . . 



Table VII-7· 

'production and sale of livestock products by operational 
holding groups' (in Rs.) • · 

=srii-<>iL..;io~or-----Mifk~rirtrasr" _______ :"_Gfiie-..:- ~gs: --sa.t~-to ____ Iiung:Cia:iC;-rq:tf;;y;.. __ nung.;;Ma:n.u;;-:;- ~~~r,---;.;~----c;;;i--"'--
holdings house- Pr?du-: used ale Pr?du- sale oof tot~l P.r?du- i,l-:~".,a:..e - ( qtls.) __ · · ·iiool(kgs.) 
{hec~ares) holds ctJ.on, for . S ctJ.on . , productJ.on ctJ.on ··; _produ- sale produ-: sale ?(.~ produ-

OVfning ; ghee ction ction sale cticn sale 
·. · . m;ilch : · . . · . · _ · to to- -
· . · cattle , . · . . · . - . · ta.L _produ-
-~---:;--------2 _ _,_.,.--------,--------l!------b-------7--""--'"--a--------9--------:;o----.. --.:;:r-----:-:;2-----:;-----:;--:--~D...:;b-----:;'7-
--------------------~------1-----~-------------- ----•---------------·-------------------------------2-----~-----2-----------L-
0; .. 5 2 3583 . 2016 .74-65 ~-:55-98 ·14·'4 23-88 2.6.13 -

(100.00){56.27) -
·. 9 . 9219 : 4030 202.48 118.50 58-52 79-87 201.55 

·(100.00)(;¢3·72) . ' 
5 -10 8-39 8o39 (100.0} 0.93 

' 

t- 10-15 1 . 10749 : 4180' 209.95 126.90 60.44 91-91 242.61 0.93 . 4·fi6 CD 
co : (100.00)(38.88) ' -.:I 

15-20 4 7464 3284 . - 162.36 96.10 59-18 50.01 227.68 - 114·49 .174·49( 100.0) - --
( 100.00).( 44-00} 

I 

20-25 3· 6~01 . 3657: - 186.62 149-30 ao .• oo 38.8! 167.96 . - - 6.53 
: (100.00)(57-89) 

. . . 

.. . \ 

25 & 4 12204 ' 5262 249·14 158.63 63.67 93•31 373·24 - 466.55 457·22 98.00 
above (100.00}(43·12) 

""'-------------------------------------~----------~-----------·-----------------------""!'----~----------·-----------------------
·Total 29 49526 ·. 22429 · - 1085.20 705.41 65.00 383.68 1239 .. 17 - 743~67 640.10 86.07 12.12 

(100.00)(45·29) 
==============================================s=====================--======~==========--============~=====--d============== 
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All the pod~ction of dung cak~ :as well' as ~ung 

manure in the villag~· wa~ ret~ined: by b~e~ders f?'r. their 

use as fuel and manure fcir farmin~ 'respe'ctively~ This 

was true in all sizes of holding groups •. :The produc_tion 

of· camel wool was retaine.d by the r:'e~ple; especiallY -~to make 
' . ' . 

blankets for: their use in winter. Wool i.lhich was: av:ailable 

' from s~eep ·was mainlY marketed by the pe<(P;le. NearlY 86 
' I 

per cent of. produ:: tion of. sheep wool was~ sold. Sheep were 
. . 

owned by the .households in. 5-lO; 10-15; 15•20 and 25 & 

above hecta.res g:r:oups,. Only in one. group Le. 10-15 
i ... ~ . . . . 

hectares all the produce of wool was retaihed for self 

use. Sheep wool was mainly scld to the traders who yisi ted 
' ·.! 

the village' regularly~ Tlie price of wo.ol, offered -~y :these 
·i . 

traders was ~.6 per kg. With the introduction of th~ 
: • l 

scheme for Sheep & WoO'l Development under the auspi:c~s of . .. . . . . 
the State Government the villagers are likely tc get ·better . . . 
prices beside~ other facilities J.ike ioan: for purchksing 

! • ; • • 

sh~ep, veterinary. facilities and marketing ·facilities' for . . . 
wool produced;. To what extent sheep and wool industry of 

sahnusar wou19. flouriSh ori acco·unt o·f this :scheme would be 

known only WhEm the second point surveY of ,the villag~ 
I 

will be unde;rtaken in the. fu.tu.re.· 

Gross~~ Income frem Cultivation and .LiVestock; 

' . 
The next logical step is to examine: gross and.:net 
. . . . . . . . . : . . 

income from cultivation and livestock.; Net inccmes ate 

~orked out after, deducting eJpendit.ure- on farmin{; and·. 
. . . . 

j : 

livestock rearing from the gross income. ;The relevan~ 

data are given i:J the table VII.;.8. The. examinaticn of the 

table reveals that income from cultivation accounted ibr a 

high share in the total net income from bo:tl'i cultivation 



I 

a-co 

Table VII•f) 

Gross arid Net Income from cult~vation ~d livestock by 
operational holding groups. (F~gures·in Rs.) 

___ . ______________ .;. ________________ ·------------------------·--------------------------·-------------------------------~~-------
Size of· No~of Gro:ss Expe- Net Net incci- Gross Gross Total EXpe- Net Net Total net 'llotal net 
holdings house- income ndi- income ,me per income income. Gross nditu- Income Income income .. income per 

(hectares) holds, f.'".-~ tur·e household froln · from Income re. per from cul- household. 
culti- livestock wool, household. tivation & 
vat ion exciuding livestock. 

income 
·from wool 

---~----~-----------------------------------6-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------1--'-'----·-g ____ .:,· ___ 2'-------1---~--2-------~-------,.--I ________ ~i ______ 2·;. ___ JQ ______ 11----..:1g ___________ 12..: __ .. ___ .. _14 _________ 
I 

1@95( 547'.50'' 1677 1677 1'138-50 0 - 5 .2 . 1200 105 .,. .. 495. 1182~ 591.00 2277 
(49 .• 00) (51-00) (100.00) 

5 -10 9 5378 1055 4323 480.33 4458 43 4501 . 4325 2176 241,77 6499 722.10 
(66.52) (3~·4:8) (100.00) 

10-15 7 10733 1912 8821. 1260.14 5336 24 5360 . 4377 983 140-42 9804 1400.56 a> 

(89.97). (10.03) (100.90) \D 

" 
: 

15-20 6445 .1044 5401. 1350.25 3786 1080 4866 262~ 560.25 7642 1910.50 4 2241 
~ '. 

(70.67) (29-33) (100.00) 

.20:-25 3 5042 2024 301& 1006.00 2455 .28 2483 2505 ..;;22 - 7·33 2996 998.67 
' (100.73) (.:..0.7~) (100.00) 

25 & above 5 · 13953 2218 11735·.· 2347 .oo 5799 2960 8759 · 5384 3375 675 ·22 . 15110 3022.22 
,. (77.66) (22.34) (100~00) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------7----~--------------------
Total 30. 42751 1146·43 

(77-59) 
. 23511 4135 27646 17711 

=========================~===~=======~=P===============================- --== 

9935 
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: : 

and live·stock: · :Thirs·, :the :per hous-e~f~~ net income :from 

cUtivation :in· the village was Rs.n46.,4_3 while the .per 
' 

household net income from both cultiva'tion and livestock 

was Rs.1477' •. 59. It is noteworthy tha~ :in the lowest holding 

group ·i.e.: 0-5-hectares the share of net income 'from· live-
. ' ·. ; 

stock was slightly higher than that 6f cul tivE~tion .. Finally, 
... · .. _ •. : 

.• ' 
in the . total. gro.ss income :,(Rs. 27646; rrom livestock,: the 

• •• • • " • • •. • ! '.' I 

share. of income (Rs.1135) from wool wa5; nearly 15 pEir cent. 

Non-Agricultural Sector: 

: . 
Th,e Non-agricul tura 1 sector it:J~ the vi}, lag e :composed 

. , 
of only two occupations viz., service ~nd non•agri~ul~ural 

labour.. Two per sons pursued servic.e: (one as a schOol 
I • 

teacher and the other as a Gramsev?k; 'as principal ~occupa-
. . 

tion While non-agricultural labour Was' folloWed -as ··a subsi-. . . . ' 

diary occupaticn by o.nly one person.: The total annual net:· 
:' , , I 1 ° • 

ineome earned from these two occupa;t~o~swas RS.25l~;. the 

annual income earned from serviee wa~ ~.la368 and t~e rest 
' was from .the otl1er occupation: There was a virtual: 

: .' . . - ~- :: ._, . 
absence of~ any kir.id of individual ac'!;iyity in the v;illage. 

Gross ...5illQ. Net Income Q.f the Village;. 

' 
The gross income of the village during 196~-63' was 

Rs.76340 while the net income·.after .deducting expend:iture 
,·' . : 

' 
incurred on the pursuit of different occupat'ions was 

' Rs.50271.. Of this total net. income 91 per cent was. : 

contributed by the at:;ricultural sect?r:, _indicating :the 

predominance of this sector. Within: the agricultur,al 

sector, income frc-m cultivation occu~i~d: the pride :or 

place by claiming 68 per cent share :i.n: t~e to tal· viilage 
. . . : . . 

net income. In the unimportant norl-agirfcultural se:ctcr, 
I • • ' ! 

service and remi tta nee s formed an imr;ortant sources of income • 

. The data are given- in the tab"J.e. VII ... 9. 
•' 
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Table VII-9 

Gross and Net Inccme from different SC'Urces in 
the village. 

. . . . 
-----------------------~-------~------------------------Source Gross Net rercentace share 

income Income in total net 
(,Rs.) · (R::.) : . income. __ . ______ ..; _____________ .--------·-----~------------------

A: Agricultural J . 

Sector. . 
' 

! 

1. Cultivation 42751 34393 68.42 . 
Livestock 

) 

2. 27646 9935. 19".76 

3. Agricultural 2405 2405 4.7E 
Labour '· 

--------------------------------------------------------SUb-total . 72802 46733 92.96 

--------------------~-----------------------------------B.Non-Agricul tu
ral Sector: 

1. Nt.n.;...~g ricul tu ral 
Labour 150 

2.Service 2368 

150 

2368 

o.29 
4.71 

-----------------------~----------~-~-------------------SUb-total 2518 2518 . 5.00 
. . . -------------------------------------------------------.. 

C: Others: 

Remittances 1020 1020 2~04 

-----~-----------~-~------~---------~-------------------Grand Total 50271 : 100.00 
=-o=-=======================================~========== . . 

~ H9usehald ~Per Capital Income: 

on an average a·household in Sahnusar earned 

just little over Rs.100 per month which reveals poor econo

mic conciitions of the people. What is more disturbing 

is the fact that the agriculturE! labour households 

eamed barely Rs .. 50 per month (see table VII-10). The per 

capitat annual income of the village worked out to ~.251, 

which was very low in eomparison to the State per capita 

inccme s of Rs. 325 and that of Indian union Rs.333.67 in the 

reference year.. fer capita annual income when examined 



Table VII-10 
' 

Per household and p:er capita net income by principal ~ 
, '' occupations. 

. · • . (Figures .~n R'S.) . 
-------------------~------------------~------------------------------------------~-----------~----. principal·: No.of popu- . N.,i. income Net i~c.ome Total net :N~t: income : · Per capi tfi . 
occupations house- lation from pri- from subsi-· income ~er'house- net i~come, 

·holds, ncipal diary . hoici. 
occupation occupation . ' 

------------~---------------------~---~---~-------------------~------------------------------~----
12205. 46596 ,1553.26 235·34 

' 
: I 

2405 60\·25. 601.25 ' . ',\,() 
. ! 'I\) 

2266 . 11134,00 1134-00 .I 
: -

. __ .:.;;_ __ .:_ ___ ~-------.~---~----::~-;----~---:'!~-----~--__;--------.7--._---~-~----.r-'!'-..:_ _____________ ;_ ____ : __ _. 
Total 36 204 ~9066 : . 12205 51271 · 1424i·19 251 .• 32 • , <, 

=========~===.:::!========~=:======~:===7=?'~=~~===.:;::==:==~9===~~:::5't:?::::a:::a=~===~===~========t========~====~~ 
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in different pr.inCifal occu:r;ati:n groux;s revet;J.ls 'l;ha t it 

was the lowest amcns cultivators; it bein~ ~.235 while it 
the 

was.L,hi.;hest amcnb serv.icemen; it being !b.ll34, Further, the 

cultivating households unlike a,;ricultural labour and 

servic~ household had--such subsidiary sources of inccme 

as livE>stock, non-a..,ricultural 1abour and agriculture· 

labour. Finall-y, the distribution of households in princi. 

1- al occupaticn and inccme croups as gi ve.n in the table VII,.ll 

shows that 27 out of the ~ households b the village . 

earned less than ~.150 per·'mcnth, ·-only nine ·,cultivation.· 

k:~u~cholds earned between ~.150 anc~. Rs.424 per month, 

These findings once again underline.the peer economic 

conditions of households in Sahnusar. 

Table vn.:.n 

ristribution of households by rrinci~al 
·o'ccupati~ns and 1nccma .;roups.: ... 

. . . . : . 

--------------------------------------.---~-~-~---.-------- .... -
F rin.c.ir al 
o cc:rupations 
group, 

Income group 
0-600 601'"'1200 -1201-1800 ,1801-

2400 
2500 & . Total. 
above 

----------~------------~---------~---~-----~--------------~ .Cultivation 4 10 7 5 ·4 30 
Agri. .. 
Labour - 4 4 

Service 1 1 --
: '. . . . 

------------------------------------------------------------• • f • 

Total 15 8 5 4 36 

••••••• 
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CHAPTER VIIIa CONsuMITION i'ATTERN AND LEVELS 
OF LIVINGs 

In the :t:revious chapter;. it was fouhd that most o~ 

th~ households til sahnusar earned onlY. a subsistence l.e:vel 

of income~ It is,. therefore, .to be. expected that the : 
. ' . 

consumptic.n pattern will alsr be·characterised by predo- ·· 

mihence .of. .food • The •present char-ter proposes to .study 

.:the consumption .pattern, propC'rtion of ceficit households~ 

-living conditidns a-rid. u.se of consumer _durable goods by 
-

households ·in· different in.ccme groUJ:S -in the v-illage. 

.. ' . 
Deficit and Surplus Households: 

_ The table VIII-1 :reveals that nearly 56 per cent · 

of the households in .sahnusa:r we-re deficit households.;- in 
' 

other words, these households were not able to make their 

both ends meet frcm their annual income. The. total 

ann\iai deficit cf the~e. households wcrked out to. R.S. io·;cxro; 
.&~'IT~!! g. _a:n. _a_v:~r.ag_~_ .d .. e.fJc_i_t ... o :t: .. Rs .. 559 .. I>er .. o .. efic.it hou.se.hOld ..... 

. rt·is dist:ressiJlg to nc)'te,~·that all .tli~-- three' hou:sehoids ::tn 
_:!;1:te .. low.e.st. _;i.n_com.\3 g.r.oup o.f. Rs •. 601.-1200. were -in d-e-fic;tt ... · ... . ' 

FUrther, by and large the percentage of deficit hou~eholds 
. -· ' . :·. ... . 

to. households in d~fferent income groups .declined gradually 

with the increase in incc~e. 
;;.· 

- -. ' ••• -- ..... -· -· ••• - ••• - •••••• - ·- .• -· r., -•. 
. ., ........... •. : ~ •• _:J._ --- .. ---·· · •. , .• , .•.•••• 

.-.~.. .. 
The annual deficit :r:-er deficit households in 

. ·----··- '~ ......... -·-··----- . - . .-;.:....-- .,_ ... ·:.-·.··- ~- ··,·:··-- ·: ;~::•• ·-·-:.:. 
d ii'fert;n't income gro~ps varied from Rs.258.80 to 

~.2012.50. The examination.of relationship between 

different income groups and deficit per deficit household 
·~ .1, 1 • 4 ••. "':· 

shows, firstly a gradual decline of deficit per deficit 

household with the increase in income upto Rs.1201-1800; 

theneafter the amount of deficit per deficit household 

increased sharply and the deficit shot up to Rs.2012.50 
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Table VIII-1 , 

' 

Distr1bution of Deficit households in dififerent 
income groups. ' · 

I. 

--------"'"!-·--------------------~------------------------.... -.... 
Income, No.of No.of . rercent . ··Total annual Average 
garoups house- deficit of defi- deficit annual defi-
(Rs.) · ~o1os. house .. cit house- (Rs.) cit per 

holds. hclds to · .deficit 
' total in household in 

grOUjj (Rso) 
• • j ; 

---------~----------------------~-·-----------------------.-0-600 . 3 "3 . 100.00 1423 . 474.33 

601- 11 6 54 .. 94 2180 363.33 
1200 .. 

1201.:. 9 5 56.55 1294 258 .so 
1800 

' . ' 

1801- 4 "2 
2400 

50.00 ;1.138 569.00 

2401 & 5 2 40.00 4025 2012.50 
above · 

' .. -·-··-··- - - - - -· - - ·- - - .... - - --- -·- - - - - - --Total : 32 ·18 · 56.25 10060 558.88 
~=~-~~-=-~==============~=====~==~========~===========~ I 

' . 
of Rs.~401 & above. The main 

: I ; 

in the :highest ·income grou:p . . 

reason •for the large extent 
: . ' 

of ~eificit in the highe~t 

·inc.ome: g.roup was that on.e of thE3 .hcusehcld s 1J::1 this income 
. ' . I 

group Unlike in other groups incurred an eXpenditure of 

. Rs.3104; on marriage ceremony du~ing the reference year. 
. ' I . : . . . :J 

Thus, ;1f this expenditure which is of an irregular nature 

i;excluded' the total annual ~eficit declined from 
. ' . 

Rs.402S to Rs.921 which works· ou.t to Rs.460 p!'lr deficit 

household in the group. 

Qverall Consulliption I?.attern; 

. . 
Nearly 70 .p:er cent of the total household expen:li-

ture ;in the ·Village was on food :only (see table VIII-2). 

Expenditure on Clothing formed 8.60 per c~nt and that 

on !ocio-religious ceremonies,accounted f9r 6.73 rer cent. . . . . . . 
. . 

Thus; the consumption pattern: in Sahnusar: was' conventional 
. . •. l 

and a very small :p-roportion of income was available for 



Table VIII-2 

aousehold expendit~e (in Rs. ~ in sahnusar by income groups 

(Figures in brackets are percentages) 
. . . 

--------~------------------------------~------------------------------------~--~-----~-----------------·------~~~--- . ---------rn.come · Food Fuel House Cloth- Foot- .Trav~- Toba- Recra- Educa':"., ?.fed~-:·.-soc~- . Furni- Remi- Uten- Misce-: Grand 
groups · ate. rent ing wear lling ceo ation tion qine . al, , .. ture tta- sils llane- ,.Total 

(Rs.) & ·• . & Reli- noes · ous* 
repair Hea- gious 

l'th cere-
.. ' monies 

--1--------2-~---~---------------s------~------~:7---.---.~a------9-----:;o--~--:;;r------12-----:r-----1-----:r-:-----b-..;; ____________ _ 
--~-----~---------2 _______ 4--------------------~-------------------------~-~----------------~~----~---~~~-~---1----~-~-li _____ _ 
o-6oo 1216 . 49 10 . 280 130 15 - - - . -· · 4 · - ~ 6; .· 89 ·. • 1859 · . 

(68.64) (2.63) (0.54) (15·06)(6.99) (0.81)' (0.22) (0.32) (5·11) (100.00) 

601-
1200 

\0 1201-
"' 1800 

9097 184 60 1090 3~J 200 202 
(17.40) (1·56) (0.52$ '(9.28-) 0·31) (1.70): (1-72) .. 

9996 222 55 1185 26.1 161 233 ·.. 10 . 43 115 150 
(72·98) (1.63) (0,40) (8.66}_(1.90) {1·18). (1·70) (0.08)(0.31)(0.84) (1.09) 

6742 162 22 ~600 235 120 113 . 12 
(79·34) (1.90) (0.26) (7.06) (2.J6) (1·41) . (1•33)· (0.15) 

.. 25 209 
(0.29) (2o46) 

20~ 4221 ~ 11753 
(0·1~1) (3~59.). (1~0-~0) .. ·. ' 

·,: 600 . 35 : 631. 13697 
(4·38)(0.25) (4.60)' (1<?0.00) 

' 9 . 248 . . . 8.497 
(0.10) (2·94) (1qO.OO)_ 

' I 

24.01 10717 119 50 1465 400 . 620 2'i8 115 450 .3208 50 - 18 367 . 17857 
& above(60.01) (1.00) (0.28). (8_.20) (2.24) (3•48) · U~23) (0.64)(2.53). (11·96) . (0.28) (0.10) (2.05) ·.(100.00) ___ . ________ ;. __ ._ _____________ '!""----------------.;.. ______ ..; ________________________________________________________________ :__~·---~------

==============================================================================================================~================ 
* Mi~cellaneous include the iGems ~uch as inter~st, watercharges and wine etc. 
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travelling,: medicin~·s etc: It may, further,; be mentioned 
i 

that a_ very_ small expenditure on ed~caticn w~s partly due 

to the availability of free education upto primary level in 

the village itself· and upto .. higher secondary: 1eve1 in the 

nearby villag~ in which a government school ~as fUnctioning, 
' I 

Th;e above features of consum:~;.tion pattern for the 

village as a whole remain much the' same even in d iff e. rent 
' 

' 
inc0me groups, which is hardly surprising in a village 

where .the ·a~solute·level of income of a large majori~ 
. . 

of the householdswas pal:~;ably low. 

Food Consumption: 

A l_ittle_ over 55 per qent· of the total expenditure 

on foods•was on the protective fcocs, such· as ghee, 

milk, edible ail, SJ,:ices, mutton, sugar and ve$etables 

etc. · (see t<P le VIII-3) •. Th\'l reqsons for this phenomenon 

were that (i) nearly 98 per cent cf ~he total village 

population· consisted. of non-vegetarian group and prepare-. . . . . 
' 

tion of :inutton required moz:e ghe~; (11) due to absence of 
' 

ready marketing facilitY for fluid milk and ghee a higher 

proportion of these .items PI"?duced in the; viliage was 

consumed. by the villagers themselves. 

· Among foodgrains consumed, cereals (bajra, rice 

and. wh~at·) 'oc.cut:ied. the ·dominapt place.: Further, the 

share 9f inferior cereals (mai~ly bajra) in the total 
' ' 

cerealk consumed was .qverwhelmingl~_.large; it being 93.00 
. I 

per ce.nt of the .total expem!1t1Jlre on cereals. This was 

due to two main reasons viz., one was the physical 

constraints on crop-pattern which is characterised by the 

predominance of inferior cereals and absence of any typ~ 

of cash crops including superior cereals. The ot:p.er 



cb 
"" 

Table VIII-~ 

Consumption of foodgrains !llld prot'"ctive foods in· 
different income groups (in~.) 

. . .. (Figures iri brackets ar~' percentage.s) 
----------------------------------------~--------~-------------------------------------------~---~---------Income Superior Inferior Total Total Tot~] protective 
groups , cereals cereals . . cereals ·pusses· fopdgrains foods (ghoe, 
·:~~·) · edible oil, 

Gran·~ 
total 

. .. . .. .specise, milk, 

---------~---------------------~---------~---~--------~----------~~~!2~~-y~g~~~2~!~l!-----~--~~------------
0-600· 1~ 810 828 ' 171 999 257 1256 

.. (1·4~) (64.49) (100.00) (13.62) .: (79·54) (20.46) ( 100.00) 
601-1200 322 3628 ~9.50 609 4559 4495 9054 

(3·55)· (40.08) ( 100.00) .· (6•73) (50·~6) (49·64) ( 100.00) 
1201-1800 287 35~9 3826 413 4239 5718 99'51· ·i 

(2.88) 05·54) (100.00) (4.:16) (42·58) . (57 ·42) ( 100.09) . ' \.0 
0> 

1801-2400 2208 2262 ' 130 2392 6724. 54 43~2 
'(0.80) (32.84) (100.00) (1·94) (~5·58). ·(64·42) ( 100.Q0) 

2401 & 349 3632 3981 597 4578 6120 10698 
above . (3.26) (33·96) (100.00) (5-58) . (42~30) . (57 ·20) (100.00) .. 
._ _______________________________ .:,. _______ , __ ..:, _________________ ~;.,-------------------------------------·,;.. ___ , ____ _ 
Total 1030 .13817 14847 ··19.20 16767 i 20922 37689 · 

(2.74) (~6.66) (100.00). (5.·09). (44·49) . (55~51) . . (100.00) 
=====================~==============--==============~========~=============~==============---============== 
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reason was the low income of the households which did not 

pennit them to buy the superior cereals from 1he market. 

As mentf0ned e~rlisr. a large majority of the Village 

people· were non-~~~et~;·i~~-.; .. 't.houg·h be~~use ·of i~w :i.nccme 

-vegetarian food has· alsc:> .. a significant J;.lace in tna d.iet 

··cf the people;· Generally, ··people. ·tc~.k··.tw~.m~~l~ .in a day 

which included such items as bread prepared cut of bajra 

and dal prepared out cf pulses like mong and moth. There 
. . ~ 

was no significant difference in the menu of the two meals 

e~cept that.tbe evening meal had ~ hi~her proportion of . . 

milk and ghee as against morning meal. Likewise, the 

morning meal ·had a hi._her proport:ion· of buttermilk. 

' ·~, • •• '"' 'w ' I' o - • • ~ 

· ·GeneraLLy,. it. is expected. that with. the· increase in . . 

~nc.e:me·, tl;).e ~pro.portion ·Of· Sl:lperior cere-als 2f;"Wdl" as . 
of protective food should also increase. rn Sahnusar,. 

.. 
such tende!JcY was observed though it was not very marked •. 

: .. , . 

. Per Adult Per D·aY Consumption Q! Food grains: 

An ·analysis of the leve~ and composition of 

per adult per daY consumption c·f focdgrains (excluding 
. ·~ . . 

promective foods) suggests the adequacY or otherw.ise and 
.. 

balanced or unbalanced diet cf the people. Before 

examining the· relevant data Bs prasenteq in the TC\blalliii-4, 

it may be mentioned that to find out per adult per day 

cansumption, the rur•.lat:ion of the village was converted 
. 

into standard ccn,sum1- tion units. on the basis of Lusk 

·coefficient•. The consumption units are trea.ted as adult 

urdts. The. per adult per day consumption of cereals :l,n .. . . . . . 

· * Adult units of. c0nsumption were worked· out on the basis 
of the Lusk Coefficient. The fcrmul.a was (i) Men above 
14 years of age: 1.00 c0nsumption unit. (11) Women above 
14 years of age: 0.83 consumption unit. (iii)Both men 
and women above 10 years but below 14 years :0.83 consu
mption unit. (iv) Both men and women above 6 years but 
belo~ 10 years:0.75 consumption unit.(v) Both men & women 
above 1 year but below 6 years :0.50 consumption unit. 
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Table Vpi-4 

Fer adult per daY consumption of cereals and pulses 
by income groups (in grammas) 

i~~~;;--;;;;;;:6;--1~!;;;:~;---:r;t;l-----r:~·i;;;--:-:r~t;l-f~;;;:-
groUJ?S cereals . cereals cereals grains. 
(~.) . . 

;:sc;c;---:..ii~82 ___ :_6i4~73 _____ 626:55 ____ 224~6i ____ 85i:i6 ____ _ 

601- 44.90 463.32 508<22 138.79 647.02 
1200 

1201• . 50.52 603.60 654.13 128.35' 782.50 
J800. 

1801- 14.57 670 .. 38 . 684 .. 95 63.15 748~11 
2400 

2401 & 43.41 505.39 548.80 138.03 686.84 
above .... 

---------·---------------------------~----------------------Total 34.46 ·' 54;2.09 576.56 130.97 586.56, 

___ _: ________ ;_ __ -:----------------·---:-~.;,-------------------~----

the willage worked· out to 576 grammes. But the India.i:l 

Council of medicai research had recommended 396.9 gramnes 

of cereals consumption for a balanced·diet. The per adult 
·- -· . 

. per day .consumption or puls(s by the villagers 'came' tb .. 
130.97 grammes as against the recommended quantity of 85 

grammes. This stiows_..!;h~?t the diet of a person in Sahnusar 
- . . . 

was far from the prescribed balanced diet. rn· fact the 

consumption of. cereals and pulses was far higher. It may, 

however, be mentioned that since the cereals consumed were 

mainly of inferior tYPe Which have iow ·nutritive val~e, 

the diet of the people in term·s of nutrition was far from 

satisfactory •. The per adult per daY consumption of food

grains in different income groups did not show a.ny speci

fic correlation with income. Finally; it may be 

mentioned that. the per adult per daY consum1--tion or· pulses 
. . 

. . 
in the income ·group of Rs.1801-2400 wa~ comparatively ·low. 

. .: . ' . ' 
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. 
This was presumably because the households in this t;;ro.up · 

.unlike in other groups consumed more of ve§etables which 

were produced on their owned farms. 

Use Q! Consumer. DUrable Goods: 

' ' Consumer durable goc;ds t:ossessed by the peo;rle 

refl7ct their standard of living as well as impact of 

urban contacts. Consumer durables possessed by the 

households in Sahnusar.were traditicnal in nature. The 

only noteworthy modern durables were wrist-watch and 

alarm clock which were owned by six househo~ds. Even 

traditional qura·bles like lantern and. metal utensils were 

not owned by a few households which earned less than. 

Rs.l800 a year. These houshholds used utensils and lamp 

made out of mud and earth,. The relevant data are given 

in the table VIII-5. 

Table VIII-5 

No.of Households in income groups pcs·sessing 
dif;f.erent consumer~ durables. 

------------------------------------------------------------Income No.of Lant- Metal Cha~ Alarm Woo
groUJ?S house- ems. uten- irs_. clock den 

(Rs.) holds. · sils. CUp-
Boa
.rd. 

Table Tor- Wrist
ch. watch. 

--------~---------------------------------------------------0-600 3 2 2 -.. 

601- 11. .11 9 3 1 
1200 .. 
1201-
1800 J 

9 8 9 1 2 3 3 

1801- 4 4 . 4' 1 1 1 
2400 

2401 5 5 5 
& abOve 

4 1 

-----~------------------------------------------------------Total 30 29 . 1 3 .10 5 
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.. 
Hous~,-~ Conditions: 

At the outset it may be mentioned that the.fc-ur · 

ehama;r households whose occu:~=ation was attached labour 

liVed in the fie:j.ds of their employers -during the crop .. :.... ' . -- . . . . . ..- . :·. .. -. 

season and in the rest of the year they lived in tJ:le •· . -~ . .. 

baithak portion of the empl~yers' residences. Further, 

two households (one each of a brahmin and mali castes) .. 

whose principal occupa·tion was service lived in the vin'age 
.· 

school"builcing. 

The houses in Sahnusar can be classified into 

three types ·viz.,· kUtcha, pucca and mixed . on the basis of 

materials used in their ccnstruction. Th€ total number of 

houses in the village during the reference year was 36~ 

of these, 16 were kutcha and 16 were I-Ucca while. the .rest 

four were of mixed type. Gener~lly, kutcha houses had 

walls and flr.-r:r plastered with mud and dung and their :roof 

covered with thatches. As against this, the pucca houses 

we1e built of stone-s and covered with stone slabs. Kutcha 

. houses had .. usually one room while pucca- house-s had ·111Wo~J···tllt 

three ;rooms.- Further, the :~=ucca ~~§~s had· generally·': 
. . -... . . 

·oe~teir ventilation than the kutcha hOuses. --But neither .. .. . . -
of these two tYpes of houses had latrines ·or bath~;ooms • 

.. · .. . ·- . - . 
,Apart r'roin the. residential.house·s, there were 6 

baithaks a'nd 27 ca.ttlesheds~ on account of strict fardha 

system esfecially among Raj:~=uts they owned baithaks 

situated otftside the residential house. The cattlesheds 

in w~.ich cqtths were kept, were generally constructed 

either in. the front yar~I or bac-kyard or by the side. of 

the house. 
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As regards the area under reef and enclosed area 

per household of kutcha, pucca an:J mixe;d houses:, the data 
. . . 

as given: in the Table :VIII-6 reveals th;at both these types 
·.; 

of area w.ere large in the case of kutcha houses. Further, 

in the .c~;~se of kutcha houses neither the per housebcld 

enclosed area nor area under roof had any relation with 

the.income of a household. But in the case of·~ucca 
·, 

houses the per household area under roof increased· 

continuously with the increase in income whereas the 

corresporidihg fie;ure. of enclosed' area did not show' any 

relq tion with inccme ~ 'Finally; it may be no ted that only 

six:hou.seholds belonging .to different income grout:s owned 

more .tharl one house. 
' 

' J:n short, the living conditions· 1tl Sahnusar 

further supported the earlier finding of verY loW standard 

of living, enjoyed ~y.th~ _people •. 
( . 

.................. 



']'able VIII-6 
. . 

Jistribution of owned houses by typo and availability of area. 

(Area in sq.meters). 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Income groups No.of Kutcha house No.of pucca house .No.of lllixed !:louse 
(Rs.) house- Enclosed Area un- house- Enclosed Area under.house- Enclo- Area under 

holds area d11r roof holds area roof . holds se·d roof. 
owned owne,d owned· aEea 
·).Eutcha 
houses 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. . . . 
Lower income 

( 199.27) 08.22) (325·16). ( 20 .• 16) groug• 
o-6 o 2 398.55 76.64 '1" 325~ 16 20.16 . -

601-1200 (979 .'66) (119·47) (213·97) (31·56) '(85.80) (27.87) 
5 4898.31 5!l7•36 4 855·91 126.25 1 85.80 27.87 

'<j- Middle Income .... 
0 0 

"""' .... group • 
1201-1800 (1850.62) ( 184.28) (332·12)' (55·02) (458-70) (83·93) 

3 5551.88 552.86 3 996.38 165.08 2 911·41 167.8'7 

1801-~Z.:•'O (290.97) (178;74) (1214·70) (80.26) 
1 290.97 178.74 3 3644·12 240.80 

High income 
group. 
2401 & above (334·45) (~3.89) (293·10) (89·37) ( 

1 334·45 83.~9 4 1172·4:3: 357·49 

-----------------~-------------------~-------------------------------------------~-------------Total (956.18) (124·12) (432.93) (60.64) :(367 ·74) (65.24) 
12 11474·11 1489.51 .. 15 

' 
6494-01 909.70 } 1103.22 195·14 

----------------------------------------~-------------·---------------------------·--------------
(Figures in bracket are per household) · · · 
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CHAPTER IX;, ]INANCIAL TR,AN§ACTION§ 

.In .. th,e .~a_r~ie_r c_ha_pt_er, we reached the conclusion• 

that most of t~e households in Sahnusar. enjoyed subsistence 

level of living. In this ·chapter, it is proposed to e:x:a-
. -

mine different aspec.ts of financ~al a.s.s_ets o~ed_ and 

transacted by the households and indebtedness! ·- .. . 

ownership Qf Financial Assets: 

I~ Sahimsar; ·the ·value of financial· assets ·owned iY 

househclds was of the order" of Rs.l7260; giving an average 

of .Rs.539.37 per household, Assets were owned in the form 

of Insurari!l:e preini·a ·' small sa·vings, geld and jewellery 

etc; though gold . and jeweilery predominated the pattern 

of.·financial assets owned. Thus, the proportion of 
. . 

prod~ctive financial assets in the assets owned was rather 

small. This is ~&!dly surprising in a tradition bound 

society like Sahnusar. 

The own.ership of financial assets in diffe\l'ent 
·' 

income groups suggests (see table IX-1) that alm~st all 

the households owned financial assets in the form of gold 

and jewellery. With the increase in income, investJJ:!ent . 

PE!~ household in gold and jewe~:lery also increased. The 

relevant data are given in the table IX-2. 

furchase ~ Sale Qf Assets During Reference Year: 

Assets valued to Rs.4953 only ·were purchased during 
. . 

the reference year; giving an average of Rs.154.78 per 

household. Mainly two. types of assets were acquired viz; 

Oru;uno:::nts (silver & gold) and livestock, However, nearly 

99 per cent of the total assets purchased was in the form 
• Information for the four households regarding the aspects 

discussed in this Caapter was not available, therefore, 
the analysis in this Chapter relates to only 32 households. 
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.. Table :tX..,;.1 ·. 

ownership ~of •Financial As·sets by Income Group,~ 
in Sahnusar 

(Figures in l;ls. ·) 
. ' 

___ ,;_ ___________ ·~~:._:._~--.:..------~~--.:.--~----:-------~~~---------
Income No .of· Loans Gold & Insurance Small Cash 
groUJ.>&. ·· house- given Silver · rremium sav- on Total 

(Rs.) · holds. . . ings hapd._. ___ .... ._:_ __ . _______ ._._. ________ _ 
------------------------------:--~ . . .. . .. . 680 
0-6. . 3 ' . 680 

601 .... 11 2670 400 3070 
1200 

1201- 9 700 3140 180 4030 
1800 

1801- 4 ·- 1460 1460 
240Q 

. 2401'&· 5 . 8020 -. 8020 
above 
··-------------------------------~-----------------------------
Total . 32 . 700 ·15970 . 180 .· 10 400 17260 
====================::::i=====~==========::;============== · ... · 

livestock. The Value of asse"ts 'sold du.ring the reference 
. . 

year was Rs.10715. Thus, the net loss which the households 
, 'I . . ' 

in Sahnusar made in their transacti0n.·iri financial assets 

was cf the order of Rs.57.62; the .net .loss ·per hous9ho'ld 

being R<:.180.06. The relevant data arE; presented ·in the 

table IX-2. 

I:n co!lclusion.- ; the Sahnusar village exhibited t-he 
. . . ' 

characteristic& ·of backward society suffering from poor 

economic cone it ions • 
.. ·. . _ .. :. ,. . 

Indebtedness: 

.. 
Twe_nty-one of the a> households in Sahnusar we;re 

. . . 

in debt during :the· refe~ence year; this corroborates .. the 
.. 

earlier finding of .j:.oor ec~nomi~ condition of the people. 

The 'pro~prtion of iritleb.~E:d. ):Jtu.s~ho-lds ·to· ··~~a:L,_,_houiiehol~'S··· 
.. - . . 

in d1fferent ~ncoine groups as gi~en i.ri. the table IX-3 
. . 

.. shows no clear-reiationship .. between the tw.(), though in. 
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Table IX-:2 

purchase and sale of assets by income groups during the reference year 

(Figures in brackets are percentages) 
• ' • I . 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. . . 
Income purchase saie =-""'N::.e.;;.t,;;_og~a::.:i::.:n;;..·....;o::.:r"--:l~o..:;s~s-=~:-----,,....--------
groups Insura- Jewe- · Live- T t 1. Insura- Jewe-· ·Live- · .. : · _ _+ns.u.ra- · J.eWE!-:- Lt.vestock 

(Rs.) ---nee llery, stock· .. ··· Q .. !!. ·n:ce.. Ilery~" "stock .. ·Totai' nee llery. 
premium silver premium silver premium silver 

· & gold · & gold & gold 

· Total · ·· .. Total net 

' 
. . . . . . . . . ~ 

·gain or 
loss per 
household 

---:;~-:-.:.-----~-:----·---:;:-:------;;-:-----:--=;:;~-.,.-.,.--b.,_, ____ .,._:r_.,. __ .,. ____ ~t _______ 9 _____ :;o-------rr---:~---f2-:-""-"'-,;;;-:(~---·----·--,i-:-:--.,. 
--------------------~-------~-------~------~---------L----·-----------------------------------------------'----------~-----.... . . . . ,. . 
0-1-:-600 .. - .. 

. - - -
601-1200 1470 1470 760 760 + 710 + '1_10 + 64-54~ 

1201-1800 48 10 1750 1808 1820 1820 +48 +10 - 70 12 1·33 

1801_:-2_400 . ... - - . 12~0 .. 1250 .. .. •1250· .. -1250' 312-50 
. .. ... . 

6885 6885 
. 

-5210 -s·a~o -1042.0'0 2401 & -· - 1615 "1675 
above . . . 

. . . 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Total. 48 10 . 4895 4953 . .1()715 ... :P715. -5820 -5762 -. 180.06' 

(0·97~ (0,21) (98-B2)(100.00)_ • ' 
r • •· • ~ •• • . . . 

=========================================================----~= ========================~==============================a 

' ... 
0 
...:I 
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Table IX-) 

Details of Indebtedness by various income groups (in~.) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Income groups Total No.of percentage outstand-
(~.) no.of indebted ·.,f indebted- ing debt 

house- households household during 
holds. . to total. reference 

year. 

current Total 
debt dur- debt 
ing refer-
ence ,year,. 

percent 
share in 
total 
debt. 

Average debt 
per debtor 
household at the 
end of reference 
year, 

------~1-.------..,---~--.--:..--·-~----.--_----:1----::--------~--------------b---------1-------:---a--------------a.,.----~----:-------------------.------------'----------:t------------ ------------------------ --------~------""'---·-------"-----------~-. Lower Income . . .. . ., . • .. . . ... . ... . ·. . · · · · ·· .. _, · · · -:. . . . . .. . ·· 
group · · · ..... - · · .. ·- · · ·· · ...... ·- · 
o-6oo ' 2 66. '6 550. 550 

601..:1200 11 6 54·54 2150 1800 3950 
.. - - - - - -. - - -- .... - - - --... ' 

-Tgt~l - - - 14_ - 8 
.. 
Middle Income 
grOUJ,> 

'1201--1800. - 9 55·55 1800 950:.. - 2750 

.. 1 801-2400 4 75 .oo 3500 .3.70Q. . ..... 7200 - .... ·- ...... _.,_ 
- - -~ - - - - ··..: - - - -·- - ·- !'...;·- - - - - - ·-

10.20 

. 26~72" .. - .-. .- ......... -.. ·---
550.00 

·2400,00 ---- -· _. .. -·-.-·· . .,;,;-• --- -
. -total'. · ::. -~ ... - 13 . 8 . <>1•sJ .. ·'· · .; • ·5':3'6() ...... ·_: .. · 4·65ci .. : -· .. 99.5<5' : 3§_;92· · -·- .-. -.-- • • - ••• ·- ..! •• • • 

581.25 _ .. : .. ~ -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - ---- - - - -
Higher .. income 
group 
2401 & ab_.ove . 5 5 100.00. __ . 6200 6309 . . 12500 46.)9 12.60.00 
-·...;-~----------------------:..·..;.~;...-.: .. :_;..~~=-·-~~------.;,; ____________ ...; ________________________________________________ 7':>:-.~.-
G-rand Total . . 32. 21 65.6~ . 13650:: · ... 13300 26950 100.09. · .. 415.62 . 

. • ,.......... . i (50.65) (21:9·35) ... (100.00) 
~====================================================o===============~====~========================~============ 

...... 
g 
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all the income grou;ps more than 55 per cent of the house-

1'!9.lq~ .. l!~!~_in debt. However, the incidence of debt (current 
. . . -._..... . . "". . . .. . ~. .. . . . . . . -· 

as well as old) increased· aimost contimicusly with the 

increase in income;, The same table also re.veals that the 

qutstand ing deb~ of Rs~ ;13650 :formed 50!_65 ·p~r. .. cent gf· the 

total debt of Rs.26950. Finally, the debt per debtor house

hold in the villao;e as .at the end of the reference year·was .... 
Rs.-416; ·in· dUferen~ -~nco me .grouiJ.S .it ranged frow. Rs, ~7f? . if:~ 

-· 
the lowest income ~;;roup ·; f Rs. 0-600 to Rs. 2~.00 in the income 

group of _Rs.l201-2400~ 

{urposes.Q.f Borrowings; 

· It is now rroposed to examine the purposes for -~ 
I 

which the dP~t was incurred by th~ househaids in Sahnusar~ 

It m~y, however, be mentioned that the dilt a· on purposes 
. . 

of borrqwin.;s __ was collected for the current' borrowings only. 

The data as given in the Table IX-4 reveals that hap:ily a 
o I ' •, 

) .. ; . 

. for the .. purpose cf mee.t.int; .productive exrend~tJJre op .. .. 
'· :. . 

. . . . 
farl!l and livestock~ Tl~e examinat-ion of this_ phenomenon 

. . 
by incc-me, groups shows that a significant proporti(n of 

current borrowinc,s was made for }roductive J...UI'l-oses only 

in the .income groups Rs.601-l200; Rs.l201-l800;&J80l-2400; 

and Rs.2401& above though in the highest income t;roup i.e •. 

1\>.2401 & above, 50 per cent of the current debt was 

incurred to meet. exp·endi ture on social and r~ligious 

ceremonies. 

Credit Facilities:_ . 

The village Sahnusar enjoyed the facilities for 

credit from the government and private agencies such as 

money lenders, traders and relatives. In the total debt 
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Table rx ... 4 

Distribution of current borrowin~s (i,e~ durin& 
the reference year) by purposes and income· gr01.1ps. 

(Figures in brackets are 
percentages) 

-----~--~---------------~---------------------------------~ 
Income M.arria
groups ge ·& 
(Rs.) other 

social· 
cere-

·monies 

Hvus·e
hold . 
expe
nditu
re; 

· Repay- Farm 
men'!; of Expen-
old diture. 
debt. Canslll-
. ruction 

of. well 
fcir · 
irriga
tion · · 
1-urposes 

rurchase 
of live
stock. 

Total 

------------------------------------~-----------------------
0-600 

601- ... 
1200 

1201- 400 

500 
(loo .. oo) 

350 
(19 .44) 

150 
1800 (42.11) (15.78) 

1E01- - 1200 
2400 (32.43) 

-
2401' & 
above 3100 200 
. (49.20) (3~ 18) 

300 550 
( 16 • 67) ( 30. !56 ) 

-
. ; . 

2500 
(67 .57) 

3000 -r· 
(47 .62) 

Total 3500 2450 300 6050 
(26.32)(18.41)(2.26) (45.49) 

' ;. 

600 
(33.3,3) 

400 
(42.11) 

·-

. . :·· ., soo· · 
(lOJ.OO)' 

1800 
(100.00) 

950 
(ChOO.QO) 

·. 3700 
(100.00) 

6300 
(100.00) 

1000 . 13300 . 
{ 7.52) (100.00) .. 

=====::::;:::=============:r=--===-::s----== =~= 

(old as well as current) incurred by the people the share .. 

of private agencies was cf: the order of 52 per cent 

(see table IX-5) while the rest was provided by the govern

ment agency. But the share .Pf private agencies in the 

current debt formed 77 rer cent of the total current debt. 

Among the private agencies the money leneers we:re ·more 

important while among the institutional c'l):edit -t~c~_avi loans 

from the government wa·s the only same. 
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Table IX-5 . 

Distribution. of debts py source of crsdit. 

-... ------------·--------~~~----------------------------------
Income Old Fercent~ . Current ·rercerit- Total . r·ercentage 
groups debt age of debt age cf' debt. of total 

(Rs.) (R~.) old debts. (Rs.) current debt. 
debts. 1.. 

(R<;. ) . 

--------------------------~---------------------------------Mecey- 3650 ·. 26.74 
lenders 
Tl'aders 

J.ala .. 
tives 

'l'otal. 3650 

-
26.74 

5300 39.P5 

4200 31.57 

f3950 

4200 

33.22 

15.58 

800 6.02 800 2.96 

- -- - - - - - -- -- - ---- -
1030.0 . 77.44 . 1395 0 51~76 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - ---

Go-vt. 
loan 10000 
(Tacc-
avi) ·. · 

73.26 3000 22.56 13000 48.24 

--

------------------------------------------------------------Grand 13650 100.·00 13300 100.00 
Total · 

26950 100.00 

===============================::;:_================ = 

Interest Rate,s: 

· · Of the to tal bo rrowi,ngs dJ.ll:•ing the reference year. 

40 per cent was ·borrowe'd at the rate of l8 per cent, 32 

per cent at 12 per cent, 6 per cent at the rate of 15 

per cent and 22 per cent at the rate of 6.5 per cent. 

This shows that high proportion of loans ware borrowed 

at the interest rates ranging from 12 to l8 per cant. 

The relevant data are given in the table IX-6. 

Repaym~.Q.! Debt!t-; 

Of the total debt of Rs.2695o, only Rs.5725 or 21 

per cant was repaid during the reference year. As against 

this, re~ayment as a percentage of current debt formed 

43 per cent which su~gests that the burden of debt was 

also increaSing in Sahnusar with the passage of time. 
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Table IX.;.6 . .. 

Distribution of Be rrowin~s during tl?-e :R~~;·ference: ~
reriod t>y rate ()f int~res~ .. ana cred~t agencies • 

. .. 
---------------------~-----~---·----------·--------.;. ________ _ 

Credit· a~enciss Rate of 
interest 
charged 
(in ~) 

Amount. 
·borrowed 

. (Rs.) 

Percentage 

...... ._ 

-----------------~--------...:.-..;..; ___ .-·--------~-----------------. . . 

Government 6.5 3000 22.56 

Relatives ··12 4200 31.58 

Trader :'<:=~·is 800 6."01 

· M::>ney- 18 .530b "39.85 
lenders 

-..... 

----------------~--------------------------------------·--·Total ·· ... 13300 100.00 . 
========================::::;==::=~==::================= 

. An analysis of repaymen·ts mace .during the year: 

in different income groups (see table IX-7) reveals that 

with the increase in income the pro1=ortion of J::epayments 

t0 borrowings alsc increased though not continuouslY:• The~ .. 

major source of repa;ment -,;as curr.ent inccme in all the 

income grOUJ:.S except in Rs.601-1200 in which 60 :t=er 'cent 

of the. re1 ayment was made by incurrd.ng debt. 
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Table IX-7 

Repayment of debts by income t;;roups and sources 
of finance 

------------------------------------------------------------Income Total Repay- Fercentage Sr-urces of repayment 
gro1lJ?S debt ment of cf repay- · Currert Borrow-

(Rs.? at the debt ment of income ings 
end during debt to (Rs.) (Rs.) 
of the the ref. total debt 
ref. year. in the group. 
year (Rs.) 
(Rs.) 

------------------------------------------------------------0-600 550 - - -
601- 3950 . 500 12.65 200 300 
1200 

1201- 2750 600 21.82 600 
1800 

1801- 7200 2300 31.94 2300 
~Mo 

2401 12500 2325 16.60 2325 -& above 

---------~----------.---------------------------------------
TotH 26950 5725 21.24 542.4 300 

====-====--=====~===========================--========~=== 

••••••••• 
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